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Art. I. — 1. Sketch of the Established Church in India ; its 
recent growth, its present state and prospects; by Edward 
Whitehead, M. A., Assistant Chaplain, II. E. I. C. Former- 
ly Domestic and Examining Ghapdain to the Lord Bishop of 
Madras. London : 1848. 

2. Essays on Ecclesiastical Biography ; by Sir James Stephen, 
London : 1849. 

It was in that aprinpf of 1813, wbon the sad tidings of the 
death of Henry Martyn were received and wept over by Simeon 
and his friends, tliat a groat movement, which had long been 
gathering strength and consistency, seemed to have acquired 
an irresistible impetus, which would command for it speedy 
success. Tlie harvest seemed to be ready for the sickle. The 
labours of those busy workmen. Grant, Tcignmonth, Thorn- 
ton, Wilherforce, Buchanan, and tlieir companions, were now 
about to meet tlieir reward. They had toiled and striven 
manfully for years. They had encountered public opposi- 
tion and private ridicule. They had been shouted at by the 
timid, and sneered at by the profane. They had been described 
on the one hand as dangerous intermeddlers, and upon the 
other as imbecile fanatics. Tliey liad contended only against 
the open official suppression of Christianity in India ; they had 
asked only for toleration. They had demanded that, in the midst 
^ of oiiposing creeds, the faith of the Christian might be suffered 
! to walk unveiled and unfettered. They had been seeking this 
liberty for many years; and now at last the day of eraancipa- 
tion was beginning to dawn upon them. 

\ The Claphara Sect" were victorious. There was in truth 
\ everything to make them so. All the wit of Sydney Smith and 
all the ponderous orientalism of Scott Waring could not long 
i prevail against the steady efforts of that little band of strong- 
headed and strong-hearted Christians. They were not inexperi- 
enced novices, or mere idle dreamers. Grant and Teignrnonth 
I had spent their lives, from very boyhood, in India. Wilherforce 
[ and Thornton had mixed largely with Anglo-Indians, had deep- 
' ly studied their writings, and had neglected no practicable means 
I B 
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of arriving at just conclusions. They were all practical men — 
not mere benevolent recluses, or theological students, knowing 
nothing of the outer world. Three of tliein were busy mem- 
bers of rarliament ; the fourth had been Governor- General 
of liuka.. They had reason and (‘X])erience on their side ; and 
Christian England was with them. They liad written miieli, 
and spoken much, on tlui sid ject so near tlicir hcaits; and now 
they were bracing tliemsclvcs up for a final dibit — secure of 
victory in the end. 

The old Charter of the East India Company was expiring 
The provisions of a new one were about to be considered and 
determined by tlic Parliament of Great Eritain. Creat changes 
of a eommerciai character w<'re about to he ml i odueisl ; hut 
Willi these wc have nothing hero to do Our coikstu is with 
other changes. A battle was to he fought for the eslahlish- 
meuL of an Anglo-Indian E[)ise(ipatc, and fur hheity of 
Christian IMissions. 'riiere was nutlnng ve.ry alarming in the 
provisions for the better mamttuiancc of Christianity in India, 
which it was now proposed to suhstitulo for a system of studied 
abnegation. Hut some weak-minded peo])lc had taken alarm, 
and others with strongi'r lieads and wors{' hearts had preU'iidfd 
to feel it. Cor many years there liad been an ontery against 
(what wais called) “ interfereneo with the religious jiKgudua's of 
the natives of [ndia.” No inteifert iiec witli their religious 
prejudices liad ever been designed ; hut it suited the jiurpose 
of the antagonists of Christian liberty to talk ahouL coercion, 
as though the millions of I Limhistan w'ero about to he comerted 
by a system of geiunail icono-elasm, like tluit by wliieli Cortes 
and iiis fbllowcrs had made proselytes of the helpless idolators 
of the Western world. There was, liowever, sup])osed to he this 
chdercnce ; that, whereas the Spanisli invader had filled with 
terror, and reduced to ])rostration, tlie IMcxicau heathen, tlie 
idol-w()rslii})pers of Hindustan would rise up against (heir 
Cliristian compiorors, huni (heir temples, saenfee their priests, 
and involve every white man in the country in a great and iiidis- 
oriminato slaughter. So was it said ; so was it written. So was 
it said ami written in ignorance ; so was it said and written with 
design. Everlasting references to the massacre of Vellore stood 
instead of other facts, and of all argnment. Tlie downfall of the 
British Empire in India was confdently predicted ; and vivid 
pictures were drawn of mighty multitudes of incensed Brah- 
min-led Hindus, mingling with fierce bands of insulted Mnharn- 
medans, making common cause against the followers of the 
Nazarene, and driving them into the sea. 

Some years before the old Charter expired, there had been 
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a fierce paper war in England — a strife of paniplilets, prose- 
cuted with some vigour on either siilc, perliaps with some acri- 
mony — about this great matter of tlic propagation of Chris- 
tianity in our Bntisli Indian possessions. Ever since JMr 
Ihiclianan jmhlished in 1805 his memoir on an Indian ^liurch 
establishment, the subject had been prominently before the 
public ; and, in S])ite of the necessary obtrusion of more exciting 
io]>ics thronghont those stirring times of Ihiropcan war, there 
were circles, in wliieh the ]irogress of that great battle between 
truth and error was regarded with livelier interest than the contest 
hfUween the Corsican adventurer and the allied sovereigns of 
Enro])c. Having oxhumetl a considerable numher of those 
Imig-hiincd pamjihh'ts, and very carefully and conscientiously 
examined their contents, wo are boniul to declare onr convic- 
tion dial they arc very licavy adairs. One wonders in these 
(lavs liow so interesting a subject could have been treated in so 
iimnt('resti ng a manner. Mar\ ellously little talent illumined 
these weighty discouises. Jf it had not been for the Ilevicwer.s 
tlic eonlr<)versY Nvonld have been conducted in the dullest man- 
ner : hut ///r// threw a little life into it. A dread of the biting 
sarcasms of the Kdiiihurfjh lieview extended even to tlie Nor- 
llicrn Erovinces of India; but we would rather have fallen under 
the liamls of S\(lney Hmilh, than have been consigned to the 
tender mercies of .loliii Eoster. The canon of 8t. Paul’s cut 
slnirply With a polished razor ; tlic dissenting di\inc clove down 
with a hatehet. Eoster w'as not a witty man; but tliere w’as a 
certain dry humour about him, which lie turned to iiroliLablo 
account. Ills sneer was a mighty one. It eamo down iijion 
its victim, very (pnetly but very crusbmgly, like the paw' of an 
elopliunt. W'c never use from the peiusal of one of Ins laiviews 
of Scott Waring, witlioiit being liaunted by a vision of that 
imhajipy gentleman, llatteiied and forlorn, like a hat dial lias 
been sat upon, gasping in a state of semi-animation, and feebly 
artionlating “ (juarter !” 

^ ct (bis Scott Waring held the cliief jilacc in the little 
army of pamphleteers that fonglit, with sncli good will, in 
defence of genuine Itimhiisni. On the other si ic, there was .Mr. 
Owen, Seeis'tary of the IJihle Society ; and there was Us Pre- 
snlent, Lord 'J’eignmoutli. Tiie latter w^rote with most knowledge 
upon tlic subject; but lie \va.s imt a brilliant writer; he was 
in earnest after his kind, but lie was not an earnest man. Ho 
was not an enthusiast; he was not a hero. “ India House tradi- 
tions,” writes Sir James Htephcn,“ tell, that wlienayoung aspirant 
for distinction there requested one of the Chairs to inforin 
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* Ilim, ^hat was the proper style of writing political despatches,’ 

‘ tlie Cliair made answer ‘ the style we prefer is the hum-drum! 

' This preference for the hum-drum, enjoined perhaps by tlie 
‘ same high authority, clung to Lord Teignmouth, oven after 
‘ his rtturri to Europe. He wrote as if to baffle the eiitics, 

‘ and lived as though to perplex the biographers. — He was 
‘ in fact rather a faiiguiug man— of a narcotic influence in 
‘ general society, wilh a pen that not rarely dropped truisms ; 

‘ sedate and satisfied under all the vieissitudes of life; the very 
‘ antithesis and contradiction of a hero." Ihit be was some- 
thing better than a liero ; he was an eminently good and ho- 
nest man ; and, at a time wlien lies were being tossed about so 
prodigally, the trnisiiis, which dropped from his [len, were not 
witliout use and signilicanco. It is something, doubtless, to 
make the printed page sparkle with wit, and glow with elo- 
quence; but we would ratlier have written the following passage, 
which we copy from a manuscript letter now before ns, dated 
Clapham, Februarij 20, 1800, than all the bnllnuit essays of 
Smith, Macaulay, and Stephen “ 'I'liere is no other basis of 
‘ temporal and eternal hapjuness than religion, and there is 
‘ no other true religion than that wliicli the (jospel teaelics. 1 live 
' in a society, where these prmeiph'S arc avowed and enltivated, 
‘ and with llie peculiar advantage of licanng them taught in a 
‘ most masterly and impiessnc st}lo ; and the only source of 
‘ discomfort, wliicli I sifflcr, is from the rccolleetion of tlio 
' mode in which I passed my youthful years in India. In all 
‘ other respects 1 enjoy all the good, which this life can aflbrd, 
' and have not a wish towards ojmlencc and ambition. j\Ty 
' religion has nothing of gloom; its tendency is to make me 
‘ cheerful, contented and happy, grateful for what 1 have, and 

* anxious to show and feel my gratitude to the Disposer of all 
‘ Good. Religion, which does not produce these idlects, is pro- 
‘ fessional oiilv.” But all this savours of digre.ssion. 

Wo have no intention to detain the reader with a long recital 
of the ruirootio details of this war of pam[)hlcts. A few speci- 
mens will siiirico. Among otlier pam[)lileteers was Mr. Tliomas 
Twining, “ late Senior Merchant of the Company's Bengal Es- 
tablishment," whoso patronymic has since become familiar to 

• Tlie Ecrlc'siaslic.'il Biographer’s sketch of the career of Lord Teignmouth is not 
«8 conect as that of his dim actor. For example, it is said that he was promoted by 
Waiien Hastings to “ a sent in Ins Supreme Couuoil of four." We need not tell any 
of our Indian leadeis that Mr. Shoie was never a member of the Supreme Council, 
during Mr. Hastings’s admiiiistranon, inul that the Governor General had no power to 
make any buch appoiulmeiit. Mr. Shoie was a member of the Council of Beveuue; 
and, it 13 probable, that by this fact Sir James Stephen has been misled. 
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tliG consumers of tea tbroiighont the whole British World. His 
letter to the Chairman of the East India Company exploded 
like a shell in the enemy's camp. It consisted mainly of ex- 
tracts from the Reports of the Ihhlo Society and the publica- 
tions of Claudius Buchanan. The original comment# were 
brief, but ]>ungent; and, it was remarked by a controversialist on 
the other side, not without some show of truth, that “ no such 
h'ttcr was ever before written in a Christian country, under a 
(dinsti.in king, by a gentleman professing the Christian Uoli- 
gion.” 

It may bo worth our while to exhume, and (hat of our read- 
ers to examine, a few ]>assagesof Mr. Twining’s pampldot. Tiiero 
is a fine anlnjuanan iLivoiir about tlnuu. As rcdics of a by-gone 
age, as fossil remains indicating a pre-cxistcnt condition ot iho 
moral world, they will be pored over wilh wondering ciiiiositv. 
'I'lie establisiinient of llie Bible 8oi-iety called foith the i’ullow- 
ing ex[)losion of liuiror and alarm : 

“ I must observo, that my lours of nttompts to (li'^tnib tho sjs- 

toms ot 1 ml];i liiivo boon espcciiilly oxoitod by my bonriug tliiU a Sooioty 
o\mt9 in tins o(un]tiy, Ibc ' ehirf' object ot \\liich is tlio ‘ nnivcisal' 
diss(‘imn.Uiou ot tbo Chimtiaii lailb , ])ai ticidaily among tboso imlions 
ot tlu' Ka^l. lo wliom wo jio^scss a sutc i.icility ot a-'cess, and whoso minds 
and docliiiu's are. known to l)c most obscured by tlie daikness ot inlblelity. 
bj)on 1 Ills to|)io, so dcln jilo aiid solemn, I sliall for tho piosont make but 
one obs( i\ation. I shall only observe., that, if a Society havingsiieh objects 
in view lines exi^.t, and it tbo leading inembi'rs ot tliat Society aie also 
leading incnibei s ot tho Mast India t'ompan\ — and not only ol the blast 
India (bmipany, but ot tlic (’onit of Diicetois — na\ , Sir, not only of tlio 
Couitot 1 )ii cctois, but of tbo Hoaid ot (lontroul ! -it I sav, these alarming 
hypotheses aie ti ue, liicn, Sir, aie our jiossessunis in the /'Jast. (thi'adtf m a 
mlaation of most eminent inid nnpreecdenled peril, and no less a dniujci 
tlion the (In eoiened exlerniiiuition of onr flitsiern Sorereijnl i/ eommonds us 
to Step forth, and arrest the profjtess of such rash and unuarrantahle pro- 
cccdinjs " 

After twenty-two pages of extracts from the Bible Society's 
Re[)urts and Mr. Buchanan’s iMcuioir (the entire pamphlet 
consists Only of thirty), Mr. Twining thus curnnicnts upon tlio 
latter ; 

“ Hero, Sir, ends tbo second chapter, wliieh '^^r. Bucb;inan lias devoted 
to tins subject, and here, Sir, my extracts from the woik must tenninato, 
for I really cannot cut open the leaves, ivhledi eonlain the seipiel sanyuinai y 
doctrine. Again, and again, Sir, 1 must insist upon the extreme danger to 
our very existence in India, from tho di.sclosnro ot such opinions and views 
to the native inbahitants of that country. J.et iMr. Hrown, and Mr. Bu- 
chanan, and their patrons at Clapham and Loadenhall street, seriously 
reflect upon tho catastrophes of Buenos Ayres, R-osetta, and Vellore ; and 
let them beware how they e.xoi to that rage and infatuation, which compe- 
tent judges describe as without an example among any oilier people.’’ 
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And then we have the following ominous notice relative to 
the Buchanan Prize Essay, which Mr. Twining describes as 
a “ most improper and a most alarming fact — 

“ Wliat must tlio natives of India tiiink, when they sliall know, as most 
assiue(% tlicy will, that Mr. Huchaiian lias been permitted to engage the 
national universities of this country, in discussing and determining tlio 
best means of diU’using the Uhristiaii religion throughout India? It is a 
fact, Q,nd I think, a most improper and a most alarming fact, tliat llie Vice 
Provost of the Company’s College at Fort William, lias actually bestowed 
a Prize of X500, at each of the Universities, for tlio best dispulation on the 
following question, vi/. “ What are the best means of civdizimj the sub- 
jects of British India, and of diffusing the light of the Christian lichgion 
through the Eastern World T 

The letter to the Chairman concludes wiili the following 
magnilo(pient peroration : 

“ As long as we continue to govern India in tiio mild and tolerant spiiit 
of Christianity, we may govern it with case ; hut, if over the fatal day 
should arrive, when religious innovation shall set her foot in that coiintiy, 
indignation will spread from one end of lliudustaii to the other, and iIk! 
arms of fifty millions of people will drive m from that portion of the 
globe, with as much case as tbo sand of the desert is scattered by tlio 
wind. But 1 still hope, Sir, that a jiersevcrance iu the indiscreet mcabuioB, 
I have described, will not bo allowed to exjiosc oiiv ceuutr^mcn in India 
to the horrors of that dreadful day . but that our native subjects in cveiy 
])art of the Fast will be permitted quietly to follow their own religions 
opinions, their own religious prejiulices and aksurdilies, until it shall 
please the Omnipotent Power of Ileaven to lead them into the paths of 
light and tiuth.’’ 

This pamphlet callctl into the field a small regiment of re- 
joinders. We inn 0 now before us, ‘"Cursory remarks on Mr. 
Twining’s letter” — “A letter in iiuswcr to Mr. Richard Twining, 
Tca-deaior” — “ An address to the Cliairman of the East India 
Company, occasioned by Air. Twining’s letter,” &o. See. d’lic last 
named of these publications was tlie jiroducLion of Mr. Owen, 
one of the Secretaries of the Bible Society, and is principally 
directed to the defence of that institution. In so far, it is a 
Iriumphant reply to Air. Twining’s tirade. Air. Twining liad 
especially commented on the fact, that Lord Teignmouth, Air. 
Grant, and Air. Thornton were on the Committee of the Society 
— the first being at its head ; Air Owen, with reference to this, 
replied that neither Air. Grant nor Air. Thornton liad once 
attended a meeting of the Committee, during the period of three 
years and a half, for which the Society had existed ; and he success- 
fully exploded asurmise, towhich some weight was attached, that a 
certain letter from Mr. Brown was addressed to Air. Grant, by 
declaring that it was written to himself. Bishop Porteus follow- 
ed Mr. Owen ; and, Scott Waring having taken the field on 
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the other side, Lord Teignraoiith sato down to write his '' Con- 
3 iderations ” on the duty and expediency of communicating a 
knowledge of Christianity to the natives of India. It was said 
at the time, and witli undeniable truth, that if this pamplilethad 
appeared at the beginning of the controversy, no other have 
been written. It was sensible, argumentative, and conclusive ; 
and it showed that he had a more prophetic vision than the 
alarmists, with whom he contended. 

The Charter of 1793 wore to its close; and now the great 
qnebtion was about to bo formally decided. It luid virtually 
l)oen decided before. Public opinion, before the dawn of hSld, 
liad pronounced the doom of the abnegation system. But still 
that was a great year. The institution of an episcopal establish- 
ment ni India was about to be formally proposed in Parliament 
(somewhat unwillingly, for Lord Castlcreagh was to be the 
proposer) ; but the people of Kngland were declaring so emplia- 
tically in favour of a more open recognition of Christianity by 
a Christian Government, and llic concession of greater liberty 
to Idiristian ministers in tlio East, that it was no longer possi- 
ble to withstand the tide of popular feeling. Petitions began 
to pour in from all parts of the country ; from all classes of 
men ; from all denominations of Protestant Christians. “ On 
‘ tlic subject of facilitating the diffusion of Christianity inindia,” 
wrote ]\Ir. Himcoii to his “dear friend and brother” Thomson, 
“ tliere arc going to bo petitions from all tpiartcrs. Vast opposi- 
‘ tion is made to it : Lord Castleroagh is adverse to it ; exami- 
‘ naLions arc making in relation to it at tlio bar of the House 
‘ of Commons ; Mr. Hastings, Lord Teignmouth, and others 
' have given their evidence ; Hastings is very adverse. Lord 
‘ Custlereagh's plan is to send ont a Bishop and three Arclidca- 
‘ cons ; but whether it will be approved by Parliament I caii- 
" not tell.”^ The war was now being waged in earnest. The 
resolutions had by this time been stated to the House ; and, 

* Lord Livcipool was nt t1)i3 time Prime Minister. Lord Castlcreagh was Foreign 
Secretary, and leader of the Jlouse of Commons. The Earl of HucKinghanislnre was 
[ President of the Board of Controu). It is believed that the Preinier was nioie libeially 
! disposed than liis colleagues towards the promotion of Christianity in India. “Be so 

good, ” wrote Bnchannn, in July 1812, “ as to tell and that I luive received a 

letter from Colonel Macaulay this morning, infonning me that a doputution of Messrs. 
VVilbcrforce, Grant, Babington, &c. had waited on I.oid Lherpool, on the subject of 
evangelising India, and that bis liordship surprised tliem by otrenng almost more than 
they wished. He intimated his intention to cairy the three following important measures ; 
— 1st. To estalihsh a seminary at each nrcsidency in India for instructing natives for 
the ministry ; 2nd. To grant licenses to Missionaries, not from the Court of Directors, 
I but from the Board of Coutroul; 3d. To consecrate Bishops for India.” It is pro- 
bable that Lord Castlercagh’s iiruuing knife was applied to this scheme ; and thence 
[ the modified form, which it assumed iu the resolutions. 
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a few days after Simeon ’s letter was written, tlie Protestant Dis- 
senters of the country memorialised Parliament, setting forth 
that “ to represent a system of idolatry and superstition as 
‘ tending to produce moral virtue and human happiness, 

‘ is ift less contrary to the dictates of sound reason and 

* philosophy, than irreconcileable with the first principles on 

* which our faith is built; and that, entertaining a directly 
‘ opposite sentiment, the petitioners arc anxiously desirous 
‘ that the light and blessings of Christianity should be gradu- 
‘ ally diflused over the immense Kmpire of Great Jlritain in 
‘ the East, which, instead of being thereby eiTdari gored, would, 

* as they believe on the ground <d' fact and experience, derive 
‘ additional strength and stability from tlie spread of the (Jliris- 
‘ tian religion ; and that the petitioners are fully aware of the 
‘ mass of ignorance and prejudice to bo encountered, and that 
‘ the progress of knowledge must be proportioiiably slow ; but 

* whilst the means of persuasion only are employed (and all 

* others they utterly deprecate), they are at a loss to discover 
‘ from whence any such apprehensions of danger can arise, as 
‘ to induce any wise and good government to discouiitcnaiico 
‘ the attempt." Local petitions poured in hotli from England 
and Scotland. Glasgow put forth an emphatic a[)peal, both in 
behalf of the general dissemination of Chnsiianity throughout 
India, and, through its ministers and ciders, of the claims of the 
Scottish Chundi to recognition in India. The Synod of Fife em- 
bodied both objects in one comprehensive petition. Mr. Whit- 
bread presented a petition from “ the Treasurer, Secretarie.s, 

‘ and Directors of n certain volnntari/ Societ}/, known hi/ the name 
‘ of the MUsionary Society, instituted in 1 795 but, half asham- 
ed of it, begged to be understood as giving no opinion on the 
subject. Warrington, Sunderland, Leeds, Weymouth, and other 
places in the north and south, too numerous to specify, poured 
in their petitions both to the Upper and the Lower House. 
And whilst the two iFouses were receiving these indications of 
popular opinion out-of-doors, they were busily engaged in 
taking the evidence of cx[)ericnced members of the civil 
and military services, and of the commercial community, regard- 
ing the different points embraced in the Charter of the great 
Company, which was now about to lose some of its dearest pri- 
vileges, in spite of the most manful efforts to retain them. 

Among the remarkable men, examined by the Parlia- 
mentary Committees, were Warren Hastings, Sir John Mal- 
colm, Sir Thomas Munro, and Lord Teignmouth. When Hast- 
ings was asked by the Commons' Committee, whether he recol- 
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looted any Missionaries in India in liis time, lie said that he re- 
!iiembcrod Schwartz, a very worthy gentleman ” in the Carnatic ; 
and another in Calcutta, Kiernander, ^^]lo might not perhaps 
ho properly described as a Missionary. Ho stated also, that ho 
remembered one conversion in Calcutta, effected by Kicriiffnder, 
because it was announced" with great pomp and jiarade and that 
he remembered a Catholic Priest at Dacca, ho boasted that he had 
a number of Christian converts, but did not not seem to under- 
stand Christianity himself*. When he was asked, what would bo 
the eonseijucnees, if persona were allowed to enijiloy themselves, 
as Missionaries, # unlicensed and subject to no restraint ho 
answered, that he could not suppose such a situation ; but, when 
told that the Committee meant " unrestrained, as to the modo they 
may think proiier to adopt for effecting their object,” he said, 
that, if such people bad demeaned tbenisclvcs pro[)erly, he should 
have taken no notice of them ; but that, if they hud given 
out that Government encouraged tbeir designs, be should have 
exercised his authority in controlling them, or, if neet'ssary, liavo 
sent them out of the country To the question, " What is your 
oi)inion as to the jiolitioal effect of the nieasure jiropose^, rcs' 
pecting a Church Ebtuhlishnient for India he gave this an- 
swer : — 

“ The question is one of great intneaey, and of such dc'liraoy, that T 
should ahuost fear to spoah to it, but that my respect for this llonorahle 
Jlonse enjoins it : because, tliongli it speci(i{3ally mentions only political 
etl’ects, yet it iiitiirmtes no allusion to tliG nature of tlio oHiec itself. Of tlio 
religious uses, or present necessity, of such a erealioii 1 eaniiot bo a jiiclge, and 
1 lien Ibio can say nothing to it ; and, unless I knew hotli tbo circiiinstanees 
and obj('ct of tlio creation, it would ho inijiossiblo for mo to conjeetnrc in 
vvliat way they could ailed the peace of the country May f say, without 
offence, liuit 1 wish any oilier time had been eiiosen for it V A surmise bus 
gone forth of an intention in tins <jovernmcnt to force our religion upon 
llio eonstaences of tlic pi'ople in India, who are suljJecLoil to the auLliority 
of the Company. It has pervaded cAcry one of the thieo J^'.stahlislimonts of 
bengal. b'ort St George, and Homhay, and has unhappily impressed itself 
with peculiar force upon tho minds of our Native 1 nfantry , the men on 
whom wo must depend, in tlio last resort, for our jirotoc’tioii against any 
disturhanccs, winch might ho tho effoct of such surmises Much would 
de pend upon tho temper, conduct, and demcanoiir of the jieisoii devoted to 
that sacred olhee. I dare not say all that is in my mind on this sul'p.'ct ; hut 
it is ono of gnait li.izaid. 

And thus expresbing his fears, the lino old man stood'*'' there, 

• We ought to wiitc nfife. The ncoimmiodation of a clinir was otfored to Mr. 
Hastings, then m his eighty-tiist jeiir; ami it is on leconl, that the iDoiion 
to utTonl Inin a seat, whilst cleh\eiing his evidence, was received with oiu' of the 
loudest bursts of aeelamahon ever heard in the House. II is own nceoiiut of his 
examination is to be louud in a letU-i addressed to Sir (then Mr ) Clnuh '. I/O^Iey 
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the embodiment of public opinion, *as it was in India some 
twenty years before. Another Governor-General followed him ; 
he spoke also, according to the light that was in him — but how 
different that light ! Lord Teignmouth came forward, as the repre- 
sentative of a more enlightened era, laughing to scorn all these 
vague fears and idle apprehensions. The Committee seemed to 
know the kind of man they had to deal with, and assailed him 
at starting by putting an extreme case : “ Would it he consistent 

* with the security of the British empire in India, that Mission- 
‘ aries should preach publicly, wuth a view to the conversion of 

* the native Indians, that Mahomet is an investor, or should 
' speak in opprobrious terms of the Brahmins, or tlieir religious 
" rites?” To this, of course, Lord Teignmouth replied, that 
there might ho danger in such indiscretion ; hut that no one 
contemplated the conversion of the nati\es of India by such 
means; and when, soon afterwards, the rpiestion was put, “Is 
‘ your Lordship aware that an opinion prevails in India, that 

* it is the intention of the British Government to take means to 
‘ convert the natives of the country to the Christian religion?’' 
he answered, without a moment's hesitation, “ 1 nevo' heard ity 
or suspected it!' One would have thought that there was little 
need after this to ])Ut the case hypothetically ; but the witness 
was presently asked whether, allowing such an opinion to exist 
among the natives, the appearance of a Bishop on the singe 
would not increase the danger. “ t should think, ” said TiOrd 
Teignmouth, “ it would be viewed with perfect indiderenec.” 
Determined to work the hypothesis a little more, the Committee 
asked him whether, “ were the Hindus possessed with an idea, 
that we had an intention of changing their religion and convert- 
ing them into Christians, it would be attended with any bad 
consequences at all?" “ I will expatiate a little in my answer to 
that question, ” said Lord Teignmouth ; and he then delivered 
himself of the following explanation, the admirable good sense 
of which is not to be surpassed by anything to be found in the 
entire mass of evidence, elicited, throughout the enquiry, upon 
all points of the Company’s Charter: — 

“ Both tho Hindus and Miihammcdans, subject to the British Govern- 
ment in fndia, have had tho cxpeiience of some years, that, in all the public 
acts of that Government, every attention has been paid to their prejudices, 

“ By the Commons,” he said, “ I was under examination between three and four 
hours; and when I was ordered to withdraw, and was retiring, all the members, by one 
siimiUaneous impulse, rose, with their heads uncovered, aud stood in silence, till I 
passed the door of tlieir chamber.” — The Duke of Gloucester took him, iu his carriage, 
to tlie House of Lords, sate with him in the outer room till he was called into be ex- 
amined, conducted him to the chamber, and subsequently re-conveyed him home 
again , — Oleigs Life of fFarren Hastings. 
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civil and religious, and that the freecst toleration is allowed to them ; that 
there are many regulations of GoWnment which prove the disposition 
of Government to leave them perfectly free and unmolested in their religious 
ordinances ; and that any attempt at an infringement upon their religion or 
superstitions would bo punished by the Government of India. With that 
conviction, which arises from experience, 1 do not apprehend t]^t they 
would bo brought to believe that the Government ever meant to impose 
upon them the religion of this country.” 

But the Committee had not yet done with theirhypothesis, and 
were determined not to let the witness, whatever might be his opi- 
nion of its absurdity, escape withoutgiving a directanswer; so they 
assailed him again, by asking, “ Should the state of things he 
‘ altercdy and we not observe the conduct we have hitherto observ- 

* edy hut introduce new modes and enact new laws y for the carry- 
‘ ing into (ffect the conversion of the natives to Christianity y 

* would not that be attended with disagreeable consequences?” 
To tins, of course, but one answer could be given; and Lord 
Tcignmouth gave that answer, leaving the Committee to make 
what use of iL they could. ‘‘ If a law were to be enacted, ” bo 
said, for converting the natives of India to Christianity, in 
‘ such a manner, as to have the aj^pearance of a compulsory law 
‘ upon tlieir consciences, I have no hesitation in saying that, in 
‘ tliat case, it would be attended with very great danger.” Who 
ever doubted it ? Who ever contended for anything, so pre- 
posterous — so insane ? The Committee must have been i?i 
eatremis indeed, to have fallen back upon such sciomachy ns 
this. They suppose a case, wliich the warmest advocate of 
Cburch-extensiou and Missionary liberty in India would never 
liave contemplated in their most enthusiastic moments; and 
which the leaders of the Christian party, men of cmiucntly 
sound practical good sense, would, if suggested to them, have 
repudiated with scorn. Such hypothetical questioning — such 
fighting with shadows, was quite unworthy of a Committee, whose 
object ought to have been to direct men's minds to the truth, 
and not to bewilder and lead them astray. No one ever dreamt 
of forcing Christianity ujjon the people of India: hut the 
tendency, if not the object, of such questions, as we have cited, was 
obviously to induce an imjiression abroad that such intentions had 
absolutely existed. The Lords’ Committee, when they examined 
Lord Teignmouth, did not touch upon the subject of religion, 
or Church establishments, at all.* 

• But, knowing the kind of answers ihat would he returned by the iwo men, tliey 
hod not sliiuTik from questioning Hastings on these points, though Teignmouth 
was disoreeily left to himself. Warren Hastings was asked “ Would tlie inlrodurtiou 
‘ of a Churph establishment into the British territories in the East Indies probably be 
‘ attended with any consequences, that would be injurious to the stability of tlie Go- 
‘ veruinontof India an<l he replied, “ I have understood tlmt a great femientaiion 
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These samples will sufflco. Wegcomenowto shew in what man- 
ner these questions were discussed in Parliament. It may not be 
uninteresting thus to exhibit, within a small compass, tDc con- 
flicting opinions of the pamphleteers, of the witnesses, and of 
the Se^tc of Great Britain. 

On the 22nd of March, the House having resolved itself into a 
Committee, the liesolutions were stated by the Foreign Secre- 
tary, Lord Castlereiigh. When he came to (what ten years before 
had been, and still were somewhat irreverently called) the “ pious 
clauses,” he seemed somewhat inclined to get over the ground, 
with as much rapidity as possible. “ Another resolution,” he said, 
‘ which he should propose to the House, would bo on the subject 
‘ of Ileligion. He was aware that it was unwise to encroach on 
‘ the subject of religion generally, and that this, under I bo 
‘ cil’cLiinstances of our Government in India, was a most dcli- 
‘ cate question. But there was one regulation on the subject 
‘ necessary, even for the sake of decency. The Comjiany cn- 
‘ trusted with the Hiiprcmc Government, in this as in other 
‘ matters, had permitted the free exercise of religion at their 
‘ settlements; but there was no sort of religions controul, and 
‘ the members of tho Church of Fngland could not receive the 
‘ benclits of those parts of their religion, to which the Fpisco- 
‘ palian functions were necessary, — for example, the ceremony 
‘ of ConOnnation. He hoped that the Uuusr did not think he 
‘ was coming out ti lth a great eccIoiiasticaL cstahlit<hmcnt , for 
‘ it would onhj amount to one Bkhop and three Archdeacons, 
‘ to superintend the Chaplains of the diflerent settlements. 
‘ The Company, he hoped, would not think it an encroachment 
* on their rights, that while British subjects in India were 
‘ governed by British laws, they should be permitted to exer- 
‘ cisc their national religion.” Charles Grant and Mr. Wilbor- 
forco both spoke (but briefly) on that evening ; tho latter 
complaining — “that the? resolution of the 14th of May 1798, 
‘ relative to the religious aud moral instruction of India, had 


‘ lins arisen in tlie rniiul.s of tbe natives of Iinhn, who arc snbjcct to the aiitliority 
‘ of ilu’ Jlnlisli (io\ eminent, aiul tliat not |mriial, but exteuaing to all our posses- 
‘ sioris, arisiuff from n belief, huwever propagated, that tbore was an intention iii tins 

* (iovernnient to eneroach upon the religions rights of the people. From the infor- 
‘ iiiiition of pel sons, who have recently come fioni tbe diil'erent establishments of 

* Indin, \ our Lordships will easily know whether such apprehensions still subsisted, 
‘ when they lelt it, or whether the report of them is groundless; but, if such appre- 
‘ liensioiis do e.xist, every thing, that the irritable minds of the people can co< nect 
‘ with that, will make an impression upon them, which they will adopt as certain iis- 
‘ suuince of it So far only, consideiiiig the (picstion as n political one, I may 
‘ venture to express my apprehension of the consequences of such an establishment, 

* at this pniliciifnr smson ; in no other light, am I permitted to view it. But I 
‘ can coiueive, that, iii a proper time and season, it woubl be advantageous to the inter- 
‘ ests of leligion, lunl highly creditable lo the Company and to the nation, if the 
‘ Ecclesiastical Eslablislmieut iii Tiidiu were rendered coniplcto lu oil its branches.” 
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“ not been attended to.*’ He was unwilling, be said, to leave the 
same power in the bands of the directors, for twenty years to 
come, wlio bad set their face against the introduction of jjreach- 
ers into that country, for twenty years past. 

On the 9lh of April, moving for certain papers, the Mfirqiiis 
of Wellesley, in an able, and energetic speech, reviewed the whole 
question of Indian Governnicnt in the House of Lords. When 
ho came to those especial points, which we are now consider- 
ing, he gave his opinion, hut not without some qualification, in 
lavoiir of ail extension of the Church establisliment ; and delivm*- 
ed himself of a well-deserved complimentary trilnito to the 
Missionaries. But lie spoke as a man with a hobby of his own, 
which he was resolutely bestriding ; and, thoughtless of any great 
eoinprchensi ve system calculated to advance the real glory of a 
(fiirisiian nation, he looked only to the carrying out his favourite 
project of an extensive Collegiate establishment, to he presided 
o\('r by tlie dignitaries of the Chiireh. The old hugheur of 
alarming the natives had possession oven of his mind * — 

“ As to tlic last point,” lio said, “ regarded the J^^cclcsiustical cs- 

tiihlisliinent in fiidia, lio always had thought tlint onr J^cclcsiastuail es- 
tablisliinent Ihoro, did not rest on a footing suiliciciUly respectable, llo 
was of o]iinion that a sui table I'-icclesiastical estahlishinent would tend to 
t'lc\atothe hhiropt'an character in the eyes of the nativ<’8. Whetlicr tbo 
])inpcr C'stahlisliiiK'nt would he a Bishop, or Arolidcacons, was a niattor 
detail wliicli could holx lter discussed out of that I louse. But if it wore 
intended to place the Ecclesiastieal estahlishinent there on a more digni- 
licd footing, care slioiild bo taken to avoid all collision between the (Jo- 
veinnient ai^^lio Chiireh establishment, with respect to llicir aiithoi ities, 
by means similar to the connection hi'twecn tlie Brown and tiie Church in 
tl is country and in Ireland. I'rom recent events, wliich had taken jiiaco 
in India, it would, however, ho certainly a matter of consideiahlo delicacy ; 
and, although no mischief might result from it, yet tlicro was a possibility 
that tlic introdnclion of a very eonsiderahlo novelty of this description in 
India might oac((iiiou some alarm among the natives 

He lamented the absence from the scheme of the new 
Charter of any provision for the education of the civil and mili- 
tary servants of the Company. He expressed his conviction 
that there could be no better means of disseminating Christiani- 
ty in India, than by placing the head of the Church establish- 
ment there at the head of the Collegiate establishment of 
Fort William ; and he augured much from “ the gradual dilfusion 
‘ of knowledge, which would result from this intercourse be- 
‘ tween learned natives and the dignitaries of our Church 
‘ in India." He then went on to speak of the Missionaries: — 

** With regard to the Missionaries, he must say, thnt, while lie was in India, 
he never knew of any <langer arising from them ; noitlier had he heard of any 
impression made by them, in the way of conversion The g» eater number 
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of them were in the Danish settlements ; but ho never heard of any convul- 
sions, or any alarm being produced by them. Some of them, particulnrly Mr. 
Carey, were very learned men, and had been employed in the College of 
Bengal. Ho had always considered the Missionaries, who were in India 
during his time, as a quiet, orderly, discreet, and learned body; and ho had 
emplo^^ many of them in the education of youth, and in translating the 
Sciipturcs into the Eastern languages. He however had issued no order, 
nor given any authority for the dissemination of tliose translations among the 
natives, lie had thought it his duty to have tlie Seiipturos translated into 
the languages of the East, and to givo the learned natives, employed in the 
translation, the advantages of access to the sacred fountains of divine tinth, 
lie thought that a Cliristian Governor could not have done less, and ho 
believed that a British Governor ought not to do moro.”* 

The President of the Board of Coiitroid and tlio Prime 
IMioister spoke uiiori that evening, and Lord Grenville made 
u very long and very able spcecli ; but the religious points of 
the question ^Yore left nnioiiched. 

In tlio ineanwiiilo llio Commons had proceeded in tlieir con- 
sideration of the resolutions. On the 31st of March, they had 
ri'solved themselves into a Committee of the whole House, 
(Mr. Liishington in the Chair). A lengtiiy debiite ensued, prin- 
cipally remarkable for a very dull speccdi by Mr. Bruce, and a 

• The inftaencB of Mr. Willierforoe, an inluiintf |)ersonul friend of Lord Wellesley, 
had been exeiled, in this duectKni, with good sucoebs. Wuh adinuable la<-t and 
he asbiulcd the weak side of liis Loulbhip, appealing to Ins paituiilar 
syinpalhiea and piedilections, and almost persuading him that the Anli Cbiislian 
party were attaekiiig the Lx-Govinrior (jeiie.al’sown ssjstem. “ 1 know not." be Miotc, 
“ wlietber your I.ordship has lieaid of the umeusonable elanmnr. llint lias been 
‘ raised by the Anglo-Indians in the Hmise of Commons against uneven tlio most 

* pnuleiit, attempts to coiiveit llic natives of Jiidm; and more Hpe<iiilly against 
‘ Missionaries. Now let me hope — a hope, wbieh I sluire with, 1 am glad to say, a 
‘ considerable number of men in the 1 louse of Commons, and with many moie 
‘ out ot it— that your Lord.ship will to-morrow ll■^e your just auihonly inputting to 

* fligiit these vatu fears the rather, because the idurimsis air enemies oj the si/stem, 

* u'liiih yiiitr Lonisinp ceitaiiih/ estalili'ihed, aiitl ivhich, I trust, you mil coijii in uiiii 

* rei'tve, that, I mean, of dilhising useful knowledge of all soils among die iiutncs of 
‘ Imlia ami 1 eoiifoss, for my own pait, that I have always held, and still letain, the 
‘ opinion, that education, the tianslation and diffusion of die Scriptures, and udvance- 
‘ ment in geneial knowledge, would be far the most poweifnl agents in the great vs’ork 
‘ of Christiiinizing the natives of India. Ycur weight thrown into the right scale 
‘ will make it piepoiiderate.” To tins he adds a ootnpluiiit, too applieahlo, wc fear, to 
the Ihuhameiit of die present day, of the ignorance of hoili Houses— “ I will only 
‘ add, that your Loidsliip can scarcely conceive (if I may judge of the House of 
‘ Loids fioin the geiieial condition of the memhers ot tlie House of Commoiib) 
' liow ignorant their I.ordships in general are likely to be regarding India, and 
‘ tliere fore how hide they are (pialilied to ask questions m Committee” A wish was 
also expressed that the Marquis would attend that Committee, of which he was a 
member, imt an ever-ahseiit one. In replying to the speech, from which we have 
quoted in the text, the Earl of Buckingham, then President of the Board of Couiroul, 
taunted Lord Wellesley with his non-attendance. A select Goniinittee hadb^en formed, 
of which his noble friend was a member, but he never once had attended that Com- 
mittee; with all the knowledge and all the information he possessed on that subject, 
he had not condescended to cast one ray of light on their proceedings, &o. &c. 
Warren Hastings, Mr. Cowper, and Lord Teignmouth, had all been examined at this 
time. 
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very brilliant one by young Charles Grant..* Canning also spoke, 
characterising the free admission of Englishmen as traders in 
India, as a movement, to “ allow a few pedlars to travel in the 
country with a pack of scissors, or other hardware, at their backs 
and declared his conviction that '* no syslcm could be r^ically 
bad, which had produced such able and ciiligbtened statesmen, 
as had been examined on the part of the Company.” But the 
” [)ioua clauses" were not then touched upon. It was not, indeed, 
until the 17th of June, that the 12th rcsulution — “ Tiiat it is the 

* opinion of this Conjinittec, that it is expeclient that the Church 
‘ establishment in the Britisli territories sljould be placed under 
‘ the superintendence of a Bishop and tlirce Archdeacons, and 
‘ that adequate provision should be made, from the territorial 

* revenues of India, for their maintenance," came under discus- 
sion. It passed without a division ; but, as that ordinarily 
minute reported’, Hansard, narrates, “ after a long conversation." 
We confess, that, even at this distance of time, we should value 
some account of this “ conversation.” The ^Missionary clause 
came next. That was#thc field, on which the great battle was 
to be fought between the Christian and tlie Bhilo-IIindu par- 
ties. The resolution was thus worded : — “ Tliat it is the opinion 
‘ of this Committee, tliat it is the duty of tins country to pro- 
mote the interest and hajipiness of the nali\e inhabitants of 

‘ the British dominions in India, and that such measures ought 
‘ to he adopted, us miiy tend to the iiitroductioii uinoiig them of 
^ useful ki^wledge, and of religious ami moral im})rovement. 
‘ Tliat in wR furtherance of the above objects, siitlicicrit faci- 
‘ lilies sliall be alTorded by law, to jicrsous (lesirous of going to, 

‘ and remaining in, India, for the purpose of accomplisliing 
‘ those benevolent designs.” A special day was sot ajian fur the 
discussion of this clause. It was cautiously worded, so as to 
contain no direct mention of Missionaiies and Cliristianity. The 
22nd of June was fixed for the discussion. AVilberforee had 
girded himself for the conflict; and went down to the Ilotise 
with quite an encyclopaedia of authorities in support of lii.s 
favourite opinions. Ills whole heart was in th^ encounter. Ho 
spoke long and well, tossing about the testimonies of the learned 
with a prodigality that was quite overwlielming. He quoted tlie 
opinions of all the Governors-General, one alter the other, to 
show that the people of India were the most abandoned people 
on the face of the earth. He quoted the historians ; he quoted 
the Missionaries ; he quoted the civil servants of the Compauy. 

• The present Lord Olenelg. It must have been a fine thing to have seen Uie two 
Charles Grants — father and son — fighting side by side on the floor of the House 
of Commons. 
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He quoted Ormo, Verelst, Scrafton, Bolt, Malcolm; Grant, 
Mackintosh, Colebrooke, Kerr, Marshman, Carey, Ward, and 
an infinite number of oificial reports. He piled up authority 
upon authority to demonstrate the claims of this unhappy, 
and inftst benighted, people upon the Christian sympathies of the 
British nation. It was a noble piece of special pleading, not 
exempt from exaggeration — that exaggeration, which is perhaps 
seldom absent from the addresses of a man very full of his sub- 
ject, very earnest and energetic, thoroughly convinced in his 
own mind, and intensely eager to bring con\ietion to the minds 
of tithers. The grandeur of its aims, the high character and 
pure sincerity of the speaker, impart a dignity and a purity to 
the address, which it is impossible not to venerate. It made an 
impression upon the House; it made an impression throughout 
the country. The dogmas of some men," writes ^ir James 
►Stephen, who, in fulfilment of the mandate, 'Vliine own friend 
and tJiy Father s friend forsake 'not, has borne touching and 
eloquent tribute to the worth of Wilberforce and his chosen 
associates, “ the dogmas of some men arcwof incomiiarably more 
* value (in the House of Commons) than the logic of others ; 

‘ and no member, except the leaders of the great contending 
‘ parties, addressed (lie IIoiiso with an authority equal to that of 
‘ Mr. Wilberforce." Out of the House too, his name was a. 
tower of strength. Carefully corrected by the speaker, tlio 
speech, to which we now refer, was published by Ilatchard, and 
found its way into extensive circulation. Its couim was suc- 
cessful, but not unopposed. The resolution Ws earned 
that night by a majority of HO to o(i ; but, after a day or two, 
the question was re-opened in another stage of the business. 
Oil the 2Hth, the elder Grant made a long and able s[)eech in 
defence of the Company. Mr. Liishington followed, with a 
reply to IMr. Will)erforee, and a defence of tlie Hindus, to be 
answered by stout William Smith, who, with Mr. Ste])licn, the 
father of the ecclesiastical biographer, liad fought the battle of 
Chrislianity nobly, as the lieutenants of Mr. Wilberforce. On the 
1st of July, the discussion was again resumed, and a very re- 
markable speech delivered on the wrong side of the question. 

The speaker was Mr. Charles Marsh. This gentleman had 

* Mr Tioiiieywas the next speaker. Mr Tieiiicy often said very clever things in 
a veiy bad spirit But it appears to ns that tl)e following is a very stupid thing in a 
very bad spnit. “lie now came to the consideration of a clause for too upfiointnient 
of an Aiohbishop, who was never to apply hun‘!elf to trade. NVhy, what was he to 
employ himself about ? An arduous task — the jurisdiclioii from tho Cape of Good 
liojie to remote Ca]>e Horn. It would have hieu well, liad any cxplanaliou been 
given, eoiiccrinug what the AielilnsUop was to busy himself about. He had no con 
eern with morals and religion : these were contided in a separate clause to the Mis- 
sionaries. It appeared to him a gross job, the object of which was Church patronage 
in India.’' In such a spirit, and with such an amount of intelligence, was the opis- 
copa question discussed by nidependent members of Uie House of Cummons. 
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formerly been a member of the legal profession at Madras. Ho 
had taken a conspicuous part in the discussions which had 
arisen, a few years before, out of the unhappy dissensions at 
that presidency, during the administration of Sir George Barlow, 
distinguishing Ijimself by the bitterness with which }je owsailed 
that inis-judgcd statesman. He was a writer and speaker of 
eminent ability; bold, earnest, and impetuous : but he wanted 
judgment, temper, and consistency. lie used strong language, 
and he used it well. TIis declamation was forcible, vivid, 
picturesque. But the impression left upon the minds of bis 
iiearcrs was of a transitory character. They admired his 
eloquence, but were not convineed by his arguments. The 
address, 'svbich he delivered on the 1st of July, 1813 — an 
elaborate protest against Christian liberty in India — even now 
that a second Charter has nearly expired since it was re- 
jjorfed, cannot be read N^itbout the strongest feelings of re- 
gret, that such fine talents were turned to such bad account. 
Willi a more chastened fancy, a more calm and philosophic 
temperament, witli a^css dominant self-reliance, with less 
impatience, and with less intolenince, ho might have taken 
a foremost place among the debaters of tliat epoch ; hut ho 
wanted tlio steadiness and the more useful qualities, without 
which neither the Senate nor the Torum bestow their honors 
npon tlie competitor for distinction. 

There was little or nothing in this address that had not been 
said hcfore^l^mt Mr. Marsh assuredly said it better than it had 
ht^en said ^'ore. lie said, indeed, every thing that could ho 
said upon llie subject; and ho said it extremely well. A dex- 
terous allusion to the murder at Blackheatli of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bo liar by their footman, Nicholson, which was to the year 
1813, what the Manning murder was to 1849; and to tho 
still mysterious atlair of the alleged attack upon the Duke 
of Cum her land by his valet, Scllis — two incidents which wero 
then exciting the public mind — told with something of novel 
effect on the House, and must bo regarded as an original illus- 
tration of the superior virtue of tho native servants, who sleep 
at our doors : — 

“ There is, however, one relation of life, on whioli all its comfort and 
most of its security depends, and in this the Hindus are punctiliously 
faithful — I mean that of servants. I cannot help demanding the testimony 
of those, who have resided in India, to tliis fact; a fact, wliich pleads 
for them, I should hope, with tho more efficacy, from tlie dreadful occur- 
rences, which have of late destroyed the confidence, and inijiaircd tho safety 
of tliat most important of the social connections in this country. You en- 
trust your servants in India, without apprehension, with money, jewels, 
plate. You sleep amongst tlicm with open doors. You travel through remote 
and unfiequcntod countries, and your life and property are safe under their 

D 
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protection Can all this bo the fruit of a superstition, which morality and 
right reason require us to extirpate, as a nuisance and an abomination ? ' 

\Ve must give another sample or two of this speech. Here 
is a picture of the misery resulting from loss of caste : — 

“ Tlfeloss of caste is the immediate consequence of conversion ; and it 
is the most dreadful ill with which a Hindu can bo visited. It throws 
upon him every variety of wrotcliedness It extinguislics all the whole- 
some cliari ties and kindly allections. His very kiiidrod desert him. It 
becomes an abomination to cat with him, even to speak to him. The hand 
is accursed that ministers to him. All mankind Hy from him as from an 
infection. His only refuge from this overwhelming force of misery is 
death; a solitary, friendless, uncomforted death, amidst the scolls and scorn, 
and reviliugs of his species.” 

It wns of course the object of this party to exalt the Ilimlu 
character. It must, in all candour, be ackunwlcdged, that Wil- 
berforce and his ussociatcs had unduly doprcoiriied it. There 
was considerable exaggeration on botli sub's ; but it may be 
doubted whotlicr the following ebn] limit picture of Hinduism 
is not more poetically untrue than anyrhing that emanated from 
Mr. Marsh's antagonists : — ^ 

“ Indeed, when I turn my eyes either to the present condition, or ancient 
grandeur, of that country ; when 1 oontein])lato the inagniricenco of her 
etructures ; her spacious reservoirs, constructed at an iminonse expense, 
pouring fertility and plenty over the land, the iiioniinients of a benevolence, 
expanding its cares over remoto ages; when 1 survey the solid and embol- 
lished architecture of her temples ; the clabornlc and exquisite skill of her 
manufactures and fabiics; her liUiratiirc, sa(Tod and profane; her gaudy 
and enamelled poetry, on whirdi a wild and piodigal fancy lias lavislicd all 
its opulence ; when I turn to the philosophers, lawyers, and#inralists, who 
have left the oracles of political and eilncal wisdom, to restrain the pas- 
eioDS, and to awe the vices, which disturb the commonwealth ; when I look 
at the peaceful and harmonious alliances of fainilios, guarded and secured 
by the household virthes ; when I see, amongst a cheerful and well-ordered 
society, the benignant and softening influences of religion and morality, a 
system of manners founded on a mild and polished obeisance, and pre- 
serving the surface of social life smooth and niirufllcd — I cannot hear 
without surprise, mingled with horror, of sending out Baptists and Ana- 
baptists to civilize, or convert, such a people, at the hazard of disturbing or 
deforming institutions, which appear to have hitherto been the means 
ordained by Ihovidence of making them virtuous and happy,” 

This speech called forth a rejoinder from Wilberforce, dis- 
tinguished by no common ability. Southey had ransacked 
his marvellous common-place book to supply illustrations, drawn 
from Portuguese history, of the little danger, that attends in- 
terference with the customs of the people of India. And now 
the speaker, thus fortified by the erudition of the newly-appoint- 
ed laureate, cited Albuquerque with good effect; entered into 
an elaborate explanation of the causes of the massacre of Vellore 
(an event which Mr. Marsh had of course emphatically dwelt 
upon, for it was the stock in trade of bis party) ; spoke of the 



BISHOP MIDDLETON. 


19 


suppression of female infanticide by Jonathan Duncan and 
Colonel Walker, and of the Sagor sacrifices by Lord Wellesley; 
rebuked Mr. Marsh for speaking of the Missionaries as Aim-bnp- 
libts and fanatics ; and compared the present contest with the 
great struggle, in which he and his friends had so lorl^ been 
engaged, for the suppression of the slave trade. He was fol* 
lowed by Mr. Forbes, Mr. William Smith, and other speakers, 
among whom was Whitbread, who s])oke out manfully in favour 
of the resolution. “ I am cliarnied with Whitbread,'’ wrote 
Buchanan to a friend, a few days afterwards, '"when he sounds 
the right note.” The House divided ; and there were fifty-four 
votes for the clause, and thirty-two against it. A hundred mem- 
bers could not he indueed to bit out this important debate. 
Five hundred liad divuled a few weeks before on the Roman 
Catholic Relief Bill. The most important Indian questions 
were debated in thin Houses. The clause, however, was not 
carried less surely for that in the Commons. In the House of 
Lords it passed witliout a division. 

And so the vietory^as gained. A Charter, embracing the 
establishment of au Indian Bishopric and the concession of 
greater liberty to Christian Missions, passed into law; and those 
good men, who had fought so valiantly in the libraries of their 
suburban villas, and on the floor of the Commons’ House at West- 
minster, rejoiced with an exceeding great joy over their success. 
“ In the roll of names,” writes Sir James Stephen, " most dis- 

* tinguiblied in that conflict, scarcely one can be found, which 
‘ does not also grace the calendar of Clapliam. It was a cause 
' emphatically Claphamic.” They all lived to see the end of the 
struggle ; but, the contest over, some soon descended to their 
graves. “ John Venn,” says the ecclebia&tical biographer, " to 
‘ whom the whole sect looked up as their pastor and spiritual 
‘ guide, was at that Lime on his death-bed. He had been the 

* projector, and one of the original founders, of the Society for 
‘ sending Missionaries of the Anglican communion to Africa 
‘ and the East — a body, which, under the name of the ‘ Church 
' Missionary Society,’ now commands a wider field of action, and 
‘ a more princely revenue, than any Protestant association of 
‘ the same character.”* Nor was he the only one of that band 

• Tlie Church Missionary Society exerted itself to the utmost in this conjuncture. 
On the 21st April, 1812, a special general meeting of the Society was held, at which 
400 gentlemen were present, including several members of Parliament. Lord Gambier 
was in the Chair. By this meeting a Committee, or Deputation, was appointed to seek 
for interviews with his Majesty’s Ministers, and to use all available means of obtain- 
ing a favourable reply to their petition. This deputation held various conferences 
with the Prime Minister and other leading members of the administration: but tbeir 
Bucccss was mainly owing to the indefatigable labours of the secretary of tlie Society, 
the Rev. Josiah Pratt 

He made arrangements for large and influential meetings throughout the country, 
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of Christian athletes, whose days were well nigh numbered. 
Henry Thornton did not long survive his honoured friend and 
pastor; and Claudius Buchanan soon followed his early bene- 
faelor to the grave. Neitlier lived to receive the tidings of the 
arriviffof the first Indian Bishop at the seat of his future la- 
bours. In January 1815, Henry Thornton entered into his 
rest. Claudius Buchanan, whose strength had been for some 
time visiblv declining, came up from the country to attend tlio 
funeral of his revered patron and friend. The effort was too 
mucli for him. The inclement January weather told with dead- 
ly effect upon his decaying constitution, and he returned Immo 
only to die. 

He was not an old man. lie had not, indeed, entered his 
fiftieth year. But he had brought with liiin a debilitated con- 
stitution from India, and had encountered many severe triids, 
since his return to his native land. 'I'he disappointments of 
worldly ambition were not, however, among them. lie was -not 
a disappointed tnan. If ho had evtr been ambitious, he had 
long outgrown his ambition. It was of^ourso imputed to him 
that his zeal in behalf of the establishment of e])iseopal juris- 
diction in India was fostered, if it was not actually generated, 
by a selfish desire to place the mitre upon Ins own brows. It 
would have been marvellous, if this charge had not been brought 
against him; for in polemics forbearance is a rare (piality ; hut, 
we believe, that there was no more truth iu the accusation 
than in the ordinary shifts of defeated controversialists, wdio, 
when argument is lacking, betake themselves to abuse. Before 
leaving India, he had written to Mr. Grant, — “As to returning 
' in order to receive episcopal dignity, my soul sinks at the 
‘ thought of it. I trust my lines will rather be cast in a cura- 
‘ cy. Place the mitre on any head. Never fear ; it will do good 
‘ among the Hindus. A spiritual Bishop wdll appear in good 
‘ time.” True, this same Nolo e 2 nsco 2 'iari\m?> often been uttered 
before, and with no great amount of sincerity. But we believe 
that Buchanan was sincere. Ho had very large views of Epis- 
copal Church government ; but we do not believe that they 

framed petitions, drew up resolutions, mid liimself appealed most effectively to tlio 
public, boll) from the platform, and throu"h the press; and, with tlie most marked and 
happy effect, in January, 18151, he published the Hist number of “ Tlie Mi.ssionary 
Register.” The admirable and judicious manner in which he brought the claims of the 
heathen before the public, his own high character, personal influence, and holy zeal in 
the ciuisc, and the (already) higli and well won reputation of the Seramjjore Mission- 
aries, did much to win the battle. Nor was he, even in this life, without his reward. In 
one year, after the publication of the Register, the income of the Society rose from 
i£30U0 to TU,000; and, what its subsequent course has been, all Christians know. He 
lived to see “ a spiritual’* bishop; he lived to see his own pupil and fiiend at the head 
of the Indian Ecclesiastical Establishment; lie lived to see his own son (Uie present 
Archdeacon of Calcutta) like minded with himself, labouring in the same great field ; 
and he died, lamented by good men of every persuasion, full of years and honour. 
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embraced liis own promotion. He was not iho first to cry 
aloud for the appointment of an Anglo-Indian Bisliop. More 
than a century before, Dean Prideaux had contended for the 
expediency of sucli a measure. Long before Buchanan lifted 
up his voice in behalf of the East, some of our Western*^ettle- 
rncnts had been endowed with Episcopal establislunents. The 
first Bishop of Nova Scotia was appointed in 1787; and, in 
1793,i3uebec was erected into an Episcopal See. Buchanan's 
grand ideas of a fitting Church establishment for India were 
regarded forty years ago as the exaggerations of an enthusiast ; 
hut we are not now very far from the realisation of his splendid 
dreams. “ One observation I would make,” ho wrote to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, on the proposed Ecclesiastical es- 
‘ tablishmeut. A partial or half measure will have no useful 
* elfect. All Archbishop is wanted for India ; a sacred and 
‘ exalted character, surrounded by liis Bishops, of ani])le reve- 
‘ nuc and extensive sway ; a venerable i>ersonagG whose name 
' shall bo greater than the transitory go\ernois of the land ; 

' and whose fame, for piety, and for the will and power to do 
‘ good, may pass throughout every region.” It is not wholly 
impossible that the next Charter may contain i^rovisions for 
“ an Archbishop, surrounded by his Bishops.” Wc arc not very 
far removed irom such a consninniation. 

What was thought by Claudius Bucliannn of the selection, 
that was made from among the clergy of Great Britain to fill 
the Episcopal cliair, now first planted on Indian soil, his bio- 
grapher has not informed us. Tlic state of Buchanan’s healtli, 
was a sufficient bar to his promotion, had no other impediments 
existed. But there is no reason to believe otherwise than that, 
had his constitution been unimpaired, his claims would equally 
have been passed over. ITc was not in good odour in high 
places. His zeal and ability were admitted ; hut, rightly or 
wrongly, ho was supposed to be wanting in judgment and discre- 
tion. He was not a safe man. A safe man was wanted ; and 
one was found in the parish of St. Panerns. 

Thpmas Fanshawc Middleton, tlie only son of a country 
clerg\man, was born in January 1709, at his father's Rectory, 
in the village of Kedleston, Derbyshire, At the age of ten, 
he was sent to Christ's Hospital (the ‘‘ Blue Coat School”), 
whence he emerged in due course to commence, at Pembroke 
College, Cambridge, his university career. In January 1792, he 
took his bachelor’s degree — standing forth in the list of senior 
optimes. In the following March, he was ordained Deacon 
by Dr. Pretyman, Bishop of Lincoln, and entered upon his 
duties, as a minister of the Gospel, in the quiet curacy of 
Gainsborough. 
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Bishop Middleton was one of many eminent men, who have 
owed their elevation in life merely to their connexion with the 
Press. At Gainsborough, having sufficient leisure for literary 
pursuits, he edited a small periodical, entitled the Country 
Speot^or,” which, short-lived as it was, endured sufficiently long 
to recommend the writer of the principal papers to the good 
offices of Dr. Pretyman, brother of the Bishop, who took the 
trouble to lift the anonymous veil, and, having lifted it, was 
sufficiently well pleased with the result to secure Mr. Middleton's 
services for the domestic education of his sons. The Pretyman 
interest seems to have been the making of the young clergy- 
man. It introduced him not merely to ordinary church prefer- 
ment, but to such scholarly society, as, under other circumstances, 
would not have been within his reach ; and, from this attrition 
of erudite classical minds emanated that work on the Greek 
article, which laid the broad foundation-stone of his repiUO'tion 
and his success. In those days, a treatise on the Greek article 
was the surest stej^ping stone to a Bishopric. Such at least 
was the received opinion. How far it may have assisted in the 
elevation of Middleton, we do not undertake to determine; hut 
his advancement, after that great feat of scholarship, was suffi- 
ciently rapid to warrant a conjecture that the Greek article was, 
to some extent, a motive power. The Pretymans, as we have 
said, were his great patrons. Through them he obtained the 
livings of Tansor and Bythams, a prebendal stall at Lincoln, 
the Archdeaconry of Huntingdon, the Rectory of Puttenham, 
in Hertfordshire, and the great parish of St. Puncras, London. 
*In the last of these. Dr. Middleton exerted himself to compass 
the erection of a new parish church. Ttwas deplorably wanted; 
— but, some how or other, he failed. The good work, which he 
could not achieve, was left to his successor to accomplish and 
St. Pancras now rejoices in one of the most capacious religious 
edifices in the metropolis of England. 

His removal to London, which took place in 1811, enabled hitn 
to take an active part in the proceedings of the Christian Know- 
ledge Society, to form many valuable clerical acquaintances, and 
to undertake the editorship of the British Critic — at that time 
a periodical of some repute in the literary and religious worlds. 
He was in a fair way now to the highest honours of the Church, 
and would, not improbably, have risen to the episcopal dignity 
in his own country, if the establishment of the Indian Bishopric 
had not opened the road to more speedy preferment. The 
nomination of the new Bishop was entrusted to the President 

• Dr. Moore succeeded Dr. Middleton, ftnd held the living for nearly five and thirty 
years. It is now held by Mr. Dale. 
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of the Board of Controul — then the Earl of Buckingham- 
shire ; and the choice, upon the recommendation (it would seem) 
of Dr. Tomline, Bishop of Lincoln, fell upon Dr. Middleton, 
who held a prebendal stall in that diocese. “ Overpowered 
‘ by the vast magnitude and appalling novelty of such anharge, 
‘ he was at first tempted to decline the offer. His maturer 
' thoughts, however, condemned this determination ns unworthy 

* of a Christian Minister ; and he found no peace of mind, until 

* he had recalled bis first decision, and had formed a resolution 
‘ to brave the difficulties of the office, and the dangers of a tropi- 
‘ cal climate, in the service of his Saviour.” 

On the 8th of May, 1814, in the Chapel attached to that 
venerable pile of buildings, which imparts something of interest 
to the dreary tract of river-bank, that lies between Westminster 
and Vauxhall — the archi-episcopal palace of Lambeth — the first 
Indian Bishop was formally consecrated. The Consecration 
Sermon was preached by Dr. Rennell, Dean of Winchester. 
The subject was a suggestive one ; but what it suggested 
it is not permitted us to write. There is no exhumation of the 
discourse practicable, search, as we may, in public libraries 
or old book-shops. It is customary to publish these things ; 
but good Dr. Rennel’s Consecration Sermon was not published. 
Christianity had triumphed; but still, in spite of its triumph, 
- Christianity was compelled to walk with discretion. There were 
thorns and briars, and broken glass and sharp flint-stones, to 
be avoided with cautious tread. The Bishopric had been wrung 
from Parliament ; but it was dangerous to make a noise about it. 
The least said, the soonest mended. The enemy had been beaten, 
but not annihilated ; and it was deemed prudent not to invite 
any new attacks. So the Sermon was left to languish in the 
obscurity of manuscript, secure from the stolid assaults of the 
Wariugs, the Twinings, and other ingenious members of the 
same college of alarmists, who saw a massacre in every thread 
of the lawn-sleeves, which were now about, for the first time, 
to form an item of an Indian outfit. 

Having been elected a fellow of the Royal Society — having 
been complimented by the Christian Knowledge Society, who 
placed ^1,000 at his disposal for the promotion of their views in 
India — and having received from his friends a parting memorial 
in the shape of a superb silver inkstand, Bishop Middleton 
embarked for Calcutta. Among the passengers in the Warren 
Hastings were two of the new Archdeacons. It might be 
thought, and not unreasonably, that a selection for these sub- 
ordinate offices might have been made from among those minis- 
ters, who had long been bearing, in India, the burden and 
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heat of the day : " but, except in the case of the Madras Arch- 
deaconry, which was bestowed upon Mr. Mousley, a resident 
chaplain, the appointments fell to the lot of new men fellows 
of Oxford*. The Simeonites were not much in favor in those 
days. Among the passengers, too, was Or. Bryce, who had 
been appointed, under the new charter, Scotch Chaplain, and 
who was destined afterwards to fill no inconsiderable part in 
the annals of Indian controversial literature. 

During the voyage, Bishop Middleton devoted himself to the 
study of the Persian and Hebrew languages ; and drew up a 
table of rules for his future observance, wdiich are so character- 
istic of the man, that we cannot refrain from quoting them : — 

“ Invoke divine aid. Preach frequently, and as ‘ one having authority." 
Promote schools, charities, literature, and good taste : nothing great can 
be accomplished witliout policy. Persevere against discouragement. Keep 
your temper. Employ leisure in study, and always have some work in hand. 
Be punctual and methodical in business, and never procrastinate. Keep 
up a close connection with friends at home. Attend to forms. Never be in 
a hurry. Preserve self-possession, and do not be talked out of conviction. 
Kise early, and bo an economist of time. Maintain dignity without the ap- 
pearance of pride : manner is something with every body, and every thing 
with some. Be guarded in discourse, attentive, and slow to speak. Never 
acquiesce in immoral or pernicious opinions. Beware of concessions and 
pledges. Be not forward to assign reasons to those who have no right to de- 
mand them. Bo not subservient nor timid in manner, but manly and indepen- 
dent, firm and decided. Think nothing in conduct unimportant and indiffer- 
ent. Bo of no party. Be popular, if possible ; but, at any rate, be respected. 
Remonstrate against abuses, where there is any clmnce of correcting them. 
Advise and encourage youth. Rather set than follow example. Observe 
a grave economy in domestic affairs. Practise strict temperance. Remem- 
ber what is expected in England : and, lastly, remember the Jiiial account^ 

Middleton's Biograplier speaks of these, as ''golden maxims,” 
and it appears to us that they are so, in one sense. 

For gold and grace did never yet agree, 

as good old George Herbert phrases it. They are rather 
worldly, and very like the man. It is something that the rules, 
such as they were, were not lightly departed from ; but there is 
the formalist in every . line of them. They might have been 
written by a respectable Pagan. 

The voyage out was a prosperous and a pleasant one. Mid- 
dleton fitted up a library in his cabin, “ furnished with more 
than a hundred volumes, Hebrew, Greek, Persian, Latin, French 
and English — theological, classical, mathematical, historical and 
poetical he preached, on Sundays, to an orderly and attentive 
congregation, and was well-pleased with his fellow-passengers 
and the Captain. Stopping at Madeira, he w^as induced to 
preach to the Factory there ; but, as there was no regularlv con- 
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secrated Church, the mind of the formalist misgave him. I 
‘ rather hesitated at first about preaching in such a place ; but 
‘ I recollected that the Bishops in England preach in proprie- 
‘ tary chapels, which are not a whit better, and have less 
‘ excuse; for the Portuguese Government will not all(^ any- 
' thing, having the interior of a church, to he built by Protes- 
‘ tants." Why, under such circumstances, he should have 
hesitated to preach ‘‘ in a room, with seats for the ladies, and 
a sort of desk for the clergyman,** more tJian in the cuddy, or 
oil the quarter deck, of the Warren Hastings, with the dinner 
table, or the capstan, for a pulpit, it is not very easy to discern. 
And it is still less easy to understand how one, claiming to bo 
a successor of the apostles, can have hesitated at all, about 
doing what the apostles did of old, and a greater than the 
apostles did before them. 

On the 28th of November, 1814, the first Indian Bishop as- 
cended the steps of one of the ghats of Calcutta. Plis land- 
ing, in his own words, “ was without any 6clat, for fear of 
alarming the prejudices of the natives.” On Christmas day, 
he preached liis first sermon, before a congregation of 1,300 
persons, and administered the sacrament to 100 communicants, 
including the judges and the members of council. “ The day, 
lie wrote to his friends in England, will long be remembered 
in Calcutta.” 

And so oonimenced the episcopal period of Christianity in 
India. There was no commotion — no excitement at its dawn. 
Offended Hinduism did not start up in arms ; nor indignant 
Muhammedanism raise a war-cry of death to the infidel. Eng- 
lish gentlemen asked each other, on the course, or at the dinner 
table, if tliey had seen the Bishop ; and officious native sircars 
pressed their services upon the “ Lord Padre Sahib.” But the 
heart of Hindu Society beat calmly as was its wont. Brahman- 
ism stood not aghast at the sight of the lawn sleeves of the 
Bishop ; lie preached in the Christian temple on the Chris- 
tian’s hara din ; and that night the Europeans in Calcutta 
slept securely in their beds : securely next morning they went 
forth -to theh’ accustomed work. There was not a massacre ; 
there was not a rebellion. Chowringhee was not in a blaze ; 
the waters of the Lull Diggg did not run crimson with Chris- 
tian blood. The merchant took bis place at his desk ; the 
public servant entered liis office ; and the native underlings 
sulamed meekly and reverentially as over. In the Fort, the 
English captain faced his native company ; and the sepoy, what- 
ever his caste, responded to the well-known word of command, 


£ 
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\yith the ready discipline he had learned under the old charter. 
Everything went on according to wonted custom, in spite of the 
Bishop, and his lawn sleeves, and his sermon on Christmas day. 
No on^looked differently ; no one felt differently ; and it really 
seemra probable, after all, that British dominion in the east 
would survive the episcopal blow. 

The truth is, that those of the natives — the better educated 
and more intelligent few — who really thought anything about 
the matter, thought the better of us for evincing this outward 
respect for our religion, and have thought the belter of us 
and our faith ever since. All the trash, that was written and spoken 
about alarming the Hindus, and weakening our hold of India; 
all the ominous allusions to the Vellore massacre, and antici- 
pations of new catastrophes of the same class, now appeared 
in their true light, and were valued at their proper worth. Mr. 
Buchanan’s “ sanguinary doctrines,” as Mr. Twining ludicrously 
called them, in one of his pamphlets, had now been fully reduced 
to practice ; and yet not a drop of blood had been shed — not 
a blow struck — not a menace uttered — not a symptom of dis- 
quiet had evinced itself. Our empire in India was then ‘‘ not 
worth a year’s purchase;” and yet now for thirty-five years has 
it survived that first awful episcopal sermon on Christmas day. 

Of the condition of the Church, on the arrival of Bishop Middle- 
ton, some idea may be gathered from the article on the “Ante-epis- 
copal period’* in a former number of this Review. “ The total 
number of clergy, ' says Mr. LeBas, “ both Civil and Military, 

‘ did not, there is reason to believe, in 1814 exceed thirty-two; 

‘ in the proportion of fifteen for Bengal, twelve for Madras, and 
‘ five for Bombay. This number, small as it was, was subject 
‘ to continual reduction, by illness, death, necessary absence, or 

* return to England. Such, for instance, was the amount of 
‘ these casualties at Bombay on the arrival of Archdeacon 
‘ Barnes, in 1814, that he found at that presidency only one 
‘ efficient clergyman on the establishment; and was compelled 
‘ himself for some time to undertake the ordinary duties of a 
‘ Chaplain. Mr. Whitehead says that this computation is too 

* high ; and makes the following statement on the authority of 
‘ Mr. Abbott, the Ecclesiastical Registrar — “ On the arrival of 
' Bishop Middleton in 1814, he found effective resident chaplains 
‘ in Bengal, eight ; in Madras, five or six ; and in Bombay, 

‘ one. Missionaries, under Episcopal jurisdiction, or licensed 
' by the Bishop, there were none. India then possessed fifteen 
‘ parochial clergy.” We have now in the three presidencies 
more than two hundred clergymen of the Church of England. 
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“ The grand evil,” writes Mr. LeBas, " next to the want of the 
‘ regular episcopal superintendence, was the insufficiency of the 
' number of the clergy ; it is painful to add that, few as they 
‘ were, the Churches, or places set apart for divine ^rship, 

‘ were still fewer. At each presidency, or seat of tliW local 
‘ Governments, there was one Church, and one only : for the 
‘ second Church at Calcutta, was private property, and the 
* Chaplain, who officiated there, was especially appointed to 
‘ that service by the Court.’* (It was not less a church for 
all that). In the country, there were one or two more 
‘ churches at certain of the more important stations ; but, in 
‘ most of the places, where the clergy were called upon to 
‘ officiate, no such provision was made. A mess-room, a 
‘ barrack,’ or, in some instances, the official court of the rangis- 
^ trate was the only convenience that could be obtained for the 
‘ assembling of a Christian congregation, and the public ex- 
' ercise of prayer and praise to the Almighty.” Marriages were 
generally performed by commanding officers, or civil authorities, 
and the sacrament of baptism was often administered by lay- 
men. But there were worse thinp still in the opinion of 
the orthodox biographer; for a minister of the Church of Eng- 
land — on one occasion certainly, perhaps on others — had “ ven- 
tured on the performance of religious functions in a character, 
higher than that to which he had been ordained 1” 

The Bishop soon began to busy himself about forms, and 
to exhibit much orthodox zeal in the matter of church-building, 
“ You will be glad,” he wrote to Archdeacon Barnes, “ to hear that, 

‘ including a chapel at the Gaol here, Surat chapel will be one 
‘ of four now building in India. P/ay, direct that it be jdaced 
‘ with the altar to the East;" and again, “ pray request Mr. Carr, 

‘ to take care that it he built in the proper direction, east and 
‘ west ; so that the altar he eastward. The architects in India 
‘ seem rather to affect variety than uniformity in this particular. 

‘ There has been sad irregularity !" Sad, indeed I — But 
Brown and Buchanan, Martyn and Thomason, had not been 
much distressed by it ; or, at all events, had borne the affliction 
patiently and uncomplainingly. Perhaps, they had learnt no 
lessons in Church architecture at Mr. Simeon's college rooms. 
The Simeon and Pretyman schools seem to have somewhat dif- 
fered. 

The Bishop was a martyr to the prickly heat. He complain- 
ed piteously of it, in his letters. “ It has ignited,” he said, 
“ my whole frame; and what with the sensations of pricking, 
‘ and burning, and itching, and soreness, and lassitude, and 
' irritability, I am little qualified for anything that requires 



28 THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INDIAN EPISCOPATE, 


* attention." Bnt there was something that irritated even 
more than the prickly heat ; and that was — Dr. Bryce. The same 
charter, which tolerated a Bishop, tolerated also two Scotch 
clergy^n ; and the same ship, wlrich conveyed the Bishop to 
Calculta, carried also the Senior Scotch Chaplain. The ship- 
mates had not been long landed, before, as it is said, Dr. Bryce 
applied to the Bishop for the alternate use of the Cathedral J 
The application, as might be expected, not prOving successful, 
he obtained 4,he use of the college hall, and there preached 
a sermon, in which little quarter was given to the predominance 
of Episcopalianism ; and he published it as a Sermon preached 
at the opening of the Church of Calcutta.” And to crown the 
whole, when the first stone of St. Andrew's Chutch was laid, 
with great national demonstration, 6U)d Masonic ceremonials. 
Bishop Middleton was invited to attend. 

All this was gall and wormwood to the Bishop. It irritated 
him more than the prickly heat; and the visitation was kept 
alive by the astounding presumption of the Presbyterian com- 
munity of Calcutta, who petitioned Parliaraertt for tlie privilege 
of being married by their own ministers, and according to the 
rites of their own Church. They gained their point too: The' 
Scottish ministers at the presidencies were permitted to perform 
the ceremony of marriage for members of the Scottish Church ; 
and “it will easily be imagined/’ writes Mr. LeBas, “ that occur- 
rences of this description were not peculiarly * animating or 
consolatory to Bishop Middleton. "f Calcutta, indeed, was 
found to be a very hot-bed of schism ; and the Bishop thought, 
as does his biographer, ifwas very hard that the state should 
have conspired to disturb the even tenor of the Church’s exis- 
tence at so critical a time. 

A new source of inquietude arose from the defective provi- 

• Speaking of the appointment of the Scotch Chaplains, and the erection of the 
Scotch Churches in the three presidencies, Mr. LeBas observes that “ it was shown 
incontestably, that there was no occasion for such a movement, by tbe fact, that, when 
the new congregation was formed in Calcutta, it withdrew no more’ than 100 members 
from our communion, and that in the other presidencies the defection was still more 
insignificant.” This is very inconclusive. There may have been many others, not 
withdrawn from Episcopal communion, because never in it. Mr. LeBas should 
estimate the want by the number, who joined the Scotch congregation, when the 
Church was erected. 

In tlie celebrated “ steeple ” controversy also, the pugnacious Dr. Bryce was again 
victorious. The vexation of Mr. Lebas, in relating this fresh instance of Presbyterian 
presumption, is not a little amusing. “St. Andrew’s Church in Calcutta,” writes 
he, “is a much more stately fabric than St. John’s Cathedral, while the Scotch 

* Church at Madras is, perhaps, the noblest Christian edifice in Hindustan. It was built 
‘ after the model of a Church in Italy, witli two fine domes, and to ^ese, was added a 

* spire, whichy like that at Calcutta, towers very considerably above the steeple of 
‘ ever^ English place of worship /” The Bishop’s biographer however consoles him- 
self with tlie reflectioa, that the Court of Directors agreed to erect Uie Bombay spire 
as a matter of indifference ^ not as a matter of ritjht ! p 247. 
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Uions of the letters patent. He was a Bishop without a clergy. 
There were clergymen in India — but there was no parochial 
clergy. There was no clergy, over which be had supreme autho- 
rity. The chaplains were Government chaplains, arae^ble to 
the orders of the secular authorities — sent hither and Wither, 
in general orders, like a Deputy Collector, or a Captain of En- 
gineers. The Bishop had really no power over tlieni ; and of 
this complaint was not unreasonably made. Tlte Governor- 
.General — Lord Moira — decided in favour of the aiuhority of the 
Bishop ; but the Court of Directors repealed the decision ; 
and the Bishop was no longer suffered to be commandant of the 
regiment of chaplains.^ 

In July 1815, the office of confirmation was performed for 
the first time in Calcutta; and December of tlie same year 
witnessed the Bishop’s first visitation. On the J8th of tliat 
month, he left Calcutta for Madras. In the latter presidency, he 
found church affairs even in a less encouraging condition, tliaii 
in that which he had just left. ' In bis own words, “ within two 
‘ years, a clergyman of good character was put under arrest by 

* his commanding officer. In another instance, a military officer 
■ * chose to have notice of the sacrament inserted in regimental 

‘ orders ; and, in a third, an officer ordered a chaplain to 

* do the duty in a place so offensive, that no body could 
‘ attend.” The secular authorities were getting the .upper 
hand sadly. But there was .consolation and encouragement 
for him, at all events in one eircnmstance, that greeted his 
arrival at Madras. There was a splendid new church (St. 
George's) to consecrate. “ Yesterday,” he wrote, “ I consecrat- 
‘ ed a handsomer Church than any, which I recollect in Lon- 

* don, supported on eighteen Ionic columns, which no English 
‘ eye would distinguish from marble; with a lofty and elegant 

* spire, and standing in a field (also to be consecrated) of five 
‘ or six acres, surrounded with rows of palm trees. The whole 

* conveys a magnificent idea of Christianity in the East. I 

* was assisted, on this occasion, by seven of my clergy, a great 
‘ number to bring together in this country ; and the solemnity 
‘ seems to have been very gratifying to the inhabitants. This 

* morning I confirmed nearly 800, of whom I rejoiced to find 

* a large portion were adults A respect for the ordinances 

* of our religion is gaining ground. To-morrow morning, I am 
' to receive, at ten o’clock, a deputation from the Armenian 

♦ A later order of the Court, however, directs the Govemtoent to attend to tlie 
iBishop’s recommendations; and we believe, that, in Bengal and the N. W. Provinces 
at least, this is invariably done.- 
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* D&tioDf who {iTG nuwGrous Q>t iVfadras ^ sDcl nt eleven, no less a 
‘ person than his highness the Nabob of the Carnatic, whore- 
^ turns my visit; on which occasion, the guns will be Jired 
‘ front ihe fort!' At these interviews the Nabob embraced him 
very f^mctionately, without, after the manner of Sivaji, stiohing 
a knife into his bowels ; and it does not appear that his high- 
ness, or any other potentate of rieathoudom, felt the least alarm 
for their liefeditary faith, from the appearance of the Lord 
Padre Sahib of tlie Feringhis at their gates. 

But the secular authorities of Madras were not equally con- 
fident. They had not forgotten the Vellore affair. Visions of 
blood were still floating before their eyes. They thought a Bishop 
a most dangerous, revolutionary personage — the representative 
of a j)estilential heresy ; and they anticipated that his visit 
to the southward would be tlie signal for another massacre. But 
the Bishop started, with liis family, and bis suite; visited the Se- 
ven Pagodas, inspected the Ca})uchin Church and Jesuit’s Col- 
lege at Pondicherry, where the Bfemanists, with courteous tole- 
ration, made him a present of books; halted at Cuddalore, the 
seat of some of our earliest Protestant labours ; proceeded thence 
to the great Pagodas of Chillumbruni, where the Brahmans 
pressed forward to look at him, showed liiin the lions of their 
temple, and, instead of anticipating that he would demolish it, 
asked for a little money for its repair. It is not recorded in 
history, iliat the episcopal tour produced either a rebellion, or 
an earthquake. 

At Tranquebar, be was received with open arms. Tlie popu- 
lation weut out to meet him in the streets, or greeted him from 
the windows and the house-tops. “ The place,” he wrote, “ is in 
great distress ; and the people are living on incomes, which, in 
this country, appear still smaller by comparison ; hut I never 
saw poverty more respectable. The mission there is everything, 
and the missionaries are the regular clergy of the place.” Hero 
ho lived with the Governor, entertained him and the municipal 
officers in turn, contributed, at the expense of the Christian 
Knowledge Society, t%vo hundred pounds to the Mission ; and 
then pursued his journey towards Tanjore, the seat of the illus- 
trious labours of the apostolic Schwartz. The Rajah, who had 
been educated by the Missionary, and who still called himself 
the good man’s son, sent his minister to the Christian Bishop, 
invited him to the palace, where, descending from the musnud, 
he ** received him at the steps of tlie durbar, embraced him 
* with the warmest cordiality and courtesy, and, £>(‘ter the cus- 
‘ tomary enquiries respecting his health, expressed the grati- 
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ficatioD, with which he saw the chief of our religious estab- 

lishrnent in his country and his Court.” “ He subsequently,” 
fsays Mr. LeBas, “ assured an English officer, that no occur- 
‘ rence, since he had occupied the throne, had given hi^ more 
‘ lively gratification than this visit of the English prelat^ and 
' that, since he must so soon lose his society, he hoped to in- 
‘ demnify him by the pleasure of his correspondence.” 

At Trichinopoly, the Bishop consecrated a chilrch, licensed 
the clergyman, confirmed about a hundred persons, including 
several officers, and preached twice on the Sunday. At Pulam- 
cottah, he was visited by a deputation of Brahmans from the 
Tinnevelly Pagodas, who came to pay their respects to the Lord 
Padre Saliib, and to represent, that their church lands yielded 
so little, after ])ayTnent of Government demands, that the priests 
were in danger of starving: — such being tlieir lamentable posi- 
tion, they hailed with delight the arrival of the English Bishop, 
feeling sure that he would interfere, as a brother, in their behalf. 
Having dismissed this deputaHUn, he received another of native 
Christians, who sung a hymn in Tamil; and the two parties 
then quitted the camp together. 

From Cochin, where the Bishop found “ the Dutch church 
shut up for wiint of a minister — the school in the fort destroyed 
— the children left unbaptized — and the sick unassisted;” and 
where the Syrian churcli was in an equally depressed state, he 
proceeded to Oannanore, and thence to Bombay and Ceylon. 
There we cannot follow him in detail. In spite of the ominous 
predictions of people, who ought to have known better, the 
first Episcopal visitation produced no sort of alarm or irritation 
throughout India, except in the puckah, well-verandahed houses 
ot a few professing Christians. Native princes received the 
Christian Bishop with reverence, and embraced him with affec- 
tion. Native priests came out from their temples to wxdcorae 
him, and implored his assistance in their behalf. He came hack 
to Calcutta again, as sound as he liad quitted it. Not a hand 
had been lilted up against him ; not a stone had been cast at 
him ; not an affront had been put upon him. The natives of 
India thought the better of us and our religion — and the great 
question, which bad been discussed in scores of pamphlets and 
speeches, was now set at rest for ever. 

But the Bishop's troubles, which were of a different class, 
were not yet quieted. There was much — in Calcutta above all 
other places— to vex and to irritate one of his peculiar frame 
of mind. Schism and informality were the banes of his exis- 
tence. It is melancholy to read his complaints, and to think 
how much cause of rejoicing there was, in at least some of the 
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.;r,M,m,tflnce8 which caused him so miich annoyance. Vnbap. 
pilv, in the affections of Bishop Middleton, the Church was 
before the Gospel Nar, even the Church itself was a source ol 
vexatioj, to h/m, where there ms not proper episcopnI coM 
TheXch missionaries were thorns m his flesh; he talked 
of either licensing or silencing them, bu ha found it ivas 
• beyond him to do either. He tolerated the missionaries ,n 
remote remons ; he could even rejoice in thei^r appearances 
upon the outskirts oC civilization ; but it was a different thing, 
when they toiled at the very seat of the Supreme Government, 
and preaclied the gospel, without a license from any one Imt 
Christ, under the shadow of the episcopal residence itself. He 
did not recognize the value of the work done by Protestant 
ministers out of the pale of his own ecclesiastical jurisdiction. 
It was not Establishment work. It had not the stoini) of the 
mitre upon it. It was not made legitimate by letters patent, or 

rendered lovely by lawn. , , , 

It was not likely that such mei'as Corrio and Ihomason should 
re<^ard these episcopal peculiarities without feelings of lively 
concern. That they differed from him, on many points, is well 
known ; but, situated as they were, it was only decorous that they 
should express thetnselves with moderation. “ I was led,” wrote 
the former, in a letter to his brother, “ last Thursday into along 
‘ conversation with the Bishop, respecting missionary proceed- 

* which the Church Missionary Society, anil its views were 
‘ brought forward and discussed. The Bishop’s chief objection 
‘ was, that the sending out of English clergymen, ns missionaries, 

' would prevent the East India Company from making such 

* a provision of chaplains as they ought to make. As far as 
‘ it goes, the argument is just ; but I think he ought rather to 
‘ adoiit such missionaries, and, by pointing out to Government 
‘ the benefits produced by them, to draw forth Government sup- 
‘ port, which otherwise may not be afforded in any way.”* 

• See also the Bishop’s own letters passim. “But the inissionnries in orders of tlie 
< Cburcb Missionary Sot iety ” be complains in one case, “ are coming out continually. 
" Three arrived very lately; and they will become in a few years the parochial clergy. 
‘ In one place the society have lately built a neat church, and appointed their minister; 
^ and who can say anything against it? .... Other cases of tfie same sort may be 
expected every day, and if the Church Missionary Societjr will supply ordained 


- a boJy of ordained clergymen, nearly half as numerous as the Company’s chaplains; 
* and I must cither license them, or silence them—tliere is no alternative. (The Itulica 
« are the Bishop’s own). But how can I silence men, who come to India under the 
‘ anUiority of a clause in the charter ?” It does not seem to have occurred to Bishop 
Middletou, that they came to India, not merely under the authority of a clause in the 
Company’s charter, but under the authority of a clause m the great Gospel charter ol 
Christianity. 
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Mr. Oorrie had returned to England, for the benefit of his 
_alth, a few weeks after the arrival of Bishop Middleton. 
Jfo wards tlie close of the rainy season of 1817, ho was again 
Kt his post. The Bishop had returned in the preced^g col<l 
peather. There being no vacancy at the Presidency, on ^brrie’s 
Arrival, he was ordered to proceed to Benares.* At that time 
SBrown and Martyn were dead; Buchanan was in England; 
[Thomason was at Calcutta. At Benares, as at Chunar, he em- 
ployed himself diligently ; founding schools; correcting transla- 
tions of the Sci-iptures ; and doing incidentally as much mis- 
sionary work, as could be done, without impairing his efficiency 
as a chaplain. Nothing could be more correct than Corrie's 
views of the relative claims to his services of the chaplaincy and 
of the mission. “ If I were professedly a missionary," he wrote 
to Mr. Simeon, “ and had the same prospect of entrance into 
' this very citadel of idolatry, I should consider it a call to live 
‘ and die in this place ; but, as a chaplain of the Government, 

‘ am I not to consider the disposal of Government, as the voice 
‘ of Providence to me ? I can truly say, that, in the prospect 
‘ of leaving this place, I am oppressed ; 0 Lord undertake 

* for me." 

In the cold weather of 1818-19, Mr. Corrie was summoned 
to Calcutta, to take his place there as a Presidency Chaplain. 
There the characteristic kindliness and hospitality of his 
nature found such vent, as was denied to them in the Mofussil. 
The social charities were largely cultivated by him. His doors 
were ever open to the stranger. He was continually surround- 
ed by his friends. To the young he was especially acceptable ; 
and it was said of him “ as long as he lives, and wherever ho 
‘ lives, he will have as many people about him, as fall in his way, 
until every corner is occupied, and he himself left without a 
^ corner." 

It was about this tim^, that the Missionary* zeal of Bishop 


• Ou his way to Beuafes, he kept a journal, in which we find an entry, illustra- 
tive of the barbarity of those Ghat murders, to which we devoted a recent article ; — 
“ During tlie 19th and y 0th, we had an opportunity of witnessing two distressing in- 
‘ stances of the unfeeling conduct of the Hindus towards Uie sick and dying. On one 
‘ occasion, two women were employed at the river side, filling the mouth of a child with 
‘ mud. Miss B. asked them, if the child were ill? One of tliem answered ‘ Yes 
‘ Miss B : — ‘ You are going to kill it outright.' On which they began to laugh, and 
‘ talk with each other; and prosecuted their work of death. Farther on, a sick man 

* was laid, with several people sitting round. A young and handsome Brahmin was 

* attempting to bind a weight round his neck, in order to sink him in the river, which 

* the sick man was resisting, with marks of much remaining strength. Abdullah called 

* out— -‘Take him into some warm place, and he will recover to which the Brahmin 

* answered with a significant nod: ‘ Aye, aye; we will put him iatoh. warm place;’ on 
‘ which the persons around laughed aloud." 
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Middleton began astonishingly to develop itself. The Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury had, in that year, 1818, as President 
of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, made a 
vigoroi^movement in favor of Indian Missions, by proposing 
to plsi^ ^5,000 at the disposal of the Bishop of Calcutta, to 
enable him to carry out the objects of the Institution — good hope 
being entertained of the result, now that the affairs of the Soci- 
ety were to be placed under proper Diocesan controul.” A 
Boyal letter had been obtained on* application to the Prince 
Regent, and large collections made on the strength of it. The 
biographer of Bishop Middleton says, that ‘‘ this intelligence 
‘ was as the breath of life to him, as it showed that his urgent 
‘ representations had at last succeeded in communicating a pow- 
‘ erful impulse to the public feeling in England.” It appears 
to us, that it would have been more correct, if it had been stated 
that public feeling in England communicated a powerful 
impulse to Bishop Middleton. 

These splendid manifestations,” says Mr. Le Bas, con- 
firmed him in the resolution to attempt the foundation of a 
Mission College at Calcutta.” Here was a noble commence- 
ment of the Fund, which he had long wished to accumulate, 
for the establishment of a Collegiate Institution under Episco- 
pal superintendence. The project was soon sketched out, and 
sent Home to the Propagation Society, the objects of the 
proposed college being thus represented : — 

1. For instructing native, and other, Christian youths in the doctrines 
and discipline of the Church, in order to their becoming Preachers, Cate- 
chists, and School-masters. 

2 . For teaching the elements of useful knowledge, and the English 
language, to Mussulmans or Hindus, having no object in such attainments 
beyond secular advantage, 

;3. For translating the Scriptures, the Liturgy, and moral and religious 
tracts. 

4. For the reception of English Missionaries, to be sent out by the 
Society, on their first arrival in India. 

The proposal was readily accepted by the*Propagation Society, 
and the promised J05,OOO were placed at the Bishop’s disposal. 
The Christian Knowledge Society also contributed 4J5,000 
towards the undertaking. Other large sums flowed in from 
other quarters. Government granted a plot of ground for the 
erection of the building — as noble a site as could have been 
found in the whole country — sfnd the work of construction 
was speedily commenced. It has now been completed for 
more than a* quarter of a century, during which time it has 
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been, in its comely Collegiate Gothic,” an ornament to the 
river-bank, upon which it stands. There is not perhaps a 
nobler monument of an unaccomplished purpose in any part 
of the world. 

Having devoted a special article, in a former number^o the 
consideration of this costly and most mortifying failure, we 
need but briefly allude to it in this place. On the 15th of 
October, 1820, the first stone of Bishop's College was laid, 
with all due and impressive solemnity.’* It appears that the 
nature of the undertaking was not very clearly understood. 
One party a sensible man, and a Churchman too,” much 
scandalized the Bishop, by asking him if his new college was 
a branch of the Baptist establishment at Serampore I Mr. 
Jones, the contractor, died suddenly, whilst the edifice was in 
course of erection ; but, after a brief pause, it sprung up, none 
the less rapidly for this, under the superintendence of Captain 
(now Colonel) Hutchinson of the Engineers. But they were 
getting on still further at Serampore, and this made the Bishop 
a little anxious and impatient. 

In 1821, Bishop Middleton went forth on a visitation-tour 
to Bombay and Ceylon. He arrived at the former place, 
towards the end of February, and remained there about five 
weeks — during which he held his visitation, consecrated two or 
three burial grounds, visited the cavesof Elephanta, and receiv- 
ed a vast number of visits of ceremony and invitations to 
dinner. Here he began to feel, more sensibly than before, 
that the climate was ‘‘ telling” upon his constitution, and, in 
more than one letter, he complained of the lassitude, which beset 
him, and of other distressing sensations, symi^tomatic of de- 
cay.” It was whilst at Bombay, that he received intelligence of 
the attempt, made at Queen Caroline’s trial, to make light of the 
imputation, that she had been present during an indecorous 
exhibition of dancing by a mountebank named Mahomet, 
on the plea that Bishop Middleton and his family had at- 
tended a natch at the Governor- General’s : — the witness be- 
ing a gentleman, who was a guest of the Bishop’s at the time. 
The Bishop wrote to a friend, requesting him to deny the asser- 
tion in a London p^iper. “ As his (the witness’s) topic,” he 
wrote, “ was no better, than that Mahomet must have danced 
decently before the Queen, because a Hindoo woman had 
‘ danced decently at Calcut|^, his evidence might have been 
spared. The fact, however, of my being there is utterly un- 
true. He did me the favour of taking charge of the ladies of 
my family, yvhile I remained with my books and business at 



3G THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INDIAN EPISCOPATE. 

‘ home. 1 am not quite sure that I was naked ; but I could 
‘ safely swear that I was not there/’ The Governor- General, 
also, it would appear, thought it worth his while to deny llie 
imput^on — in a very curious manner, too, according to a state- 
ment^! another letter from the Bishop : — Lord Hastings 
' \vas very indignant at the dragging in of the subject of Go- 
‘ vernment house ; and immediately wrote, to the Lord Clian- 
‘ cellor, explaining, as was the truth, that there was no dance at 
^ his house — the mere movement of the woman’s feet, whilst she 
* was singing, not deserving the name.” It niay he a question 
whether the singing, in such performances, accompanies the 
dancing, or the dancing the singing ; hut there are both singing 
and dancing; and it is generally siq:)posed that the latter, wdiich 
gives the name to tlie exhibition, is, as grammarians say, “ the 
worthier” of tlie two. There are different styles of dancing ; 
ti native ndich-girl does not dance like Carlotta Grisi ; hut if 
“ movement of woman’s feet” to music, under such circum- 
stances, does not constitute dancing, wo do not know what 
does. 

Touching on his way at Cochin, to glance at the Syrian 
Churches there, the Bishop proceeded from Bombay to Ceylon, 
where he was hos[)iLahly entertained by Sir Edward Barnes, 
whose sublime intentions were, however, somewhat frustrated 
hy the ecceiitricilics of the weather. A magnificent fete had 
been prepared, some miles out of Colombo, and a gorgeous 
edifice, in the style of a large gothic Cathedral, bad been 
erected, after the Cingalese fashion of embellishment,” in 
honour of the Bishop. Divers other preparations were made, 
on an equally grand scale, for the occasion ; but, on the even- 
ing before the fete, when the Bishop was dining at Govern- 
ment house, a tremendous storm aia)se, and entirely demo- 
lished the noble structure. Foreshadowing the destiny of 
Bishop’s College, the gorgeous gothic edifice, erected at so 
much expense, proved nothing but a magnificent failure. 
The Governor did the best ho could under such circumstances ; 
he substituted another kind of entertainment — but the disappoint- 
ment was great and general. Better things, however, were done. 

During my stay,” wrote the Bishop, after his departure, “ I 
‘ had a visitation — two confirmations — three consecrations of 
‘ Churches, or huryiug-grounds ; I preached four times, and re- 
‘ suscitaled the Promoting of Christian Knowledge District Com- 
‘ mittee, and looked into the state of the schools ; and, what is of 
‘ most consequence, I got together a body of information res- 
‘ l^ecting ecclesiastical affairs, which will furnish matter for a 
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‘ paper to be addressed to His Majesty’s Government.”* In 
June he sailed again for Calcutta- 

On his arrival there, he found that Mr. Mill, Principal of the 
now College, and Mr. Alt, one of the professors, had^lready 
made their appearance on the scene of their future labors The 
walls of the college had risen to an assuming height during 
liis absence ; and so far there was much to cheer him. But 
there were sources of inquietude too. Rammohun Roy was 
entering boldly the held of controversy: the Press — “that 
monstrous despotism, and tremendous instrument of corruption, 
which some call the liberty of the Press’’ — was growing au- 
dacious ; and he was troubled about the question of precedence, 
the authorities having given to the Chief Justices of the three 
])resideiicies a place, on the social ladder, higher up than that 
assigned to the Bishop of Calcutta. Serampore, moreover, was 
flourishing in its rank soil of heterodoxy ; and a body of Chris- 
tians had actually built a chapel at Howrah, open to the minis- 
tration of Protestant divines of all persuasions. His corres- 
pondents, too, ill England were very lax. Anxiously ex- 
pected communications, public and private, did not arrive. 
All these evils — real and imaginary — preyed upon his spi- 
rits, and aftected his health. The hot weather of 1822 
found him in an irritable state, both of body and of mind. 
On the 2nd of July, he visited the College at an early hour 
of the afternoon ; and, on the following day,' went out with 
Mrs. Middleton, before the sun was down, for an evening 
drive. The slant rays of the sun shone full upon him, 
dazzled his eyes, and sickened him. He said, that ho was 
struck ; and returned home. He passed that night, and tjie 
following, in a state of extreme anxiety and* irritability : but it 
was not until the Jth, that, the fever having increased to an 
alarming height, Dr. Nicolsoii was called in. It was then too 
late. All the skill of that eminent practitioner could not save 
him. At one time certain favourable symptoms developed them- 
selves ; but they were only those delusive signs which so often are 
the precursors of immediate death. And so it was. On tho 
evening of the 8th of July, those favourable symptoms were 

• Besides tins be ordaiued Mr, Armour, of wboin an iuterestiiipr account is to be 
found in Mr. Le Bas’s book. “ This extraordinary inaii," be says, “originally came out 
lo Ceylon, as a private soldier; but subsequently betook upon bimself almost the 
‘ work of an evangelist among tbe natives, wbu maintained a mere nominal profes* 

‘ sioii of Cliristianity, always comlucting bis ministrations in striet conformity witli 

* the services and doctrines of the established Church His heart's tlesire was 

I Uiat at some time be niight be thought worthy to be received as au ordained niis- 
‘ sionaiy Hia whole soul was devoted to the service of God, and his truly Chris- 

tian demeanour had won for him the cordial esteem of all ranks of men.” 
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followed by an alarming paroxysm of fever, attended with the 
most appalling agitation of mind. About nine o clock, he was 
in a state of violent delirium; “his thoughts wandering, his 
artiouh^ion gone ; his faculties, in short, a melancholy wreck, 
at th^nercy of the tempest, that had shattered them.'* To this 
succeeded a state of perfect serenity ; and, a little before mid- 
night, he died. 

Such, briefly narrated, was the career of the first Indian 
Bishop. It will be gathered, perhaps, from the manner of our 
narration, that we are not among the most ardent admirers 
of the prelate, whom Mr. Le Bas, with no great felicity of 
expression, describes as “ the father and the founder of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of our Asiatic Empire.'* He was 
the father of Protestant E])iscopacy in India, but he was not 
the father, and most assuredly he was not the founder, of the 
Episcopal Church. We do not know that he was the founder 
of anything, but Bishop’s College. 

With every disposition to speak charitably of the prelatical 
character of Bishop Middleton, we are constrained to express 
our opinion that ho was a cold and stately formalist. There 
may have been something in this very fact, especially to recom- 
mend him for employment, at a time, wlien it was apprehended, 
that Christian zeal would bring down upon us a sanguinary 
revolution, involving the forfeiture of our Indian Empire. 'The 
alarmed party may have been somewhat appeased by the appoint- 
ment of so safe a inan as Bishop Middleton ; and his subsequent 
episcopal proceedings must have greatly confirmed the sense 
of security, which his nomination induced. Nothing was to 
be apprehended from the burning zeal of the first Bishop of 
Calcutta. He was'the man of all others to uphold the dignity 
of our ecclesiastical establishment, without exciting the fears, 
or offending the prejudices, of the natives of India. He took 
little interest in conversion-work ; and would have silenced 
the whole Missionary body, if he could. Brahmanism was 
scarcely more offensive to him than Protestant sectarianism; and 
even a minister of the Church of England, not on the Com- 
pany’s establishment, was a thorn in his episcopal flesh. 
Puseyism and Tractarianism were not known by those names, 
when Bishop Middleton went out to India ; but he w^as of the 
number of those, who esteem the Church before the Gospel, 
who have an overflowing faith in the efficacy of certain 
forms of brick-and-mortar, and who believe that a peculiar 
odour of sanctity ascends from prayers, offered up in an edifice, 
constructed with due regard to the points of the compass. No 
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man could have bad a higher sense of the external importance 
of his office, or stickled more rigidly for the due observance of* 
the ceremonials, which he conceived to belong to it. He had a 
decided taste for salutes, and struggled manfully for presence. 
In all this he was sincere. It was not personal vanicy that 
inflated him. Self was not dominant over all. But he had 
an overweening sense of the dignity and importance of his 
office. He believed that it was his first duty to suffer nothing 
to lower the standard of episcopal authority, or to obscure its 
exterior glories. His zeal as a Bishop shot ever in advance 
of his fervour as a Christian. This peculiarity was not without 
its uses. The externals of religion had been too much neg- 
lected in India. It was desirable that something more of dig- 
nity should be imparted to the priestly character. Lord Welles- 
ley was described by Sir James Mackintosh as a Sulianised 
Anglo-Indian ; Bishop Middleton would have Sultanised the 
episcopal office. He was not without a motive'— "and a good one 
-—in this. But we would fain have seen in his career a little 
less of the Bishop, and a little more of Catholic Christianity. 
He was an able and an active labourer in his way, blame- 
less in the relations of private life, and, as a man, to be greatly 
respected. In Mr. Whitebead*s book he stands labelled as 
“India’s first and greatest Bishop.” India's greatest Bishop 
is her last ; and we thank God that he yet remains to labour 
amongst us. 
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«lET. Il.—TAe Eamayana of Valmiki, translated from the 

original Sanscrit, by Kirtibas, Pandtt, 7 Pols., 8vo. Se- 

Among the many fallacies, which were at one period received* 
and repeated concerning Hinduism, we know of none more 
universal than the idea, that the Brahminical theogony is 
inseparably connected with that of Greece and Kome. This 
hypothesis forms the basis of all the elder mythologies : it is 
the key-stone of Faber’s* rambling theories, and even pervades 
the system adopted by Maurice, though the latter had before 
his eyes daily evidence of its incorrectness. Mr. Ward, in his 
great work on the Hindhs, appears to have doubted whether the 
connection was so intimate as he had supposed ; but the force 
of early impressions was still too strong for him, and he has 
left on record at least one ludicrous instance of the mistakes, 
into which he was beguiled by his adherence to the popular 
theory -t In truth, the error is at first sight so natural, that 
we should rather wonder, that the earlier writers escaped it in 
any degree, than that they should construct and publish their 
theories, built upon no better foundation than external objects 
and mistaken customs. Saturated as their minds had been 
with the Greek and Koman mythological systems, and unable 
to catch at first the true spirit of oriental worship, they grasped 
at any accidental resemblance to their preconceived ideas, and 
by unconsciously suppressing some facts, bringing out others 
into bold relief, and throwing over all the veil of their deep 
learning, they produced a very consistent theory, or complica- 
tion of theories, and one, which, after all, is probably as accurate 
and logical, as any which can be inserted in its place. All such 
plain and palpable differences, as the bloody character of the 
Hindu female deities, the worship of a female destroying prin- 
ciple, and the presence of a Supreme Being, were set down to the 
accidental variations of ' circumstance, climate, and the original 

* Faber’s work on Pagan idolatry, is an attempt to carry out, more fully than usual, 
a popular theory, that all mythologies have some connection with the deluge, and that 
the mysterious Om, the ship of Vishnu, the Lingayut worship, &c. &o., are ^1 repre- 
sentations of the ark, and the scenes connected with it. An immense amount of 
learning is wasted on the theory ; and the reader, who arrives at the end of the three 
big volumes, generally finds, that the partial belief, he may have accorded to the doc- 
trine, has been for ever dispelled. 

f Mr. Wwd remarked the custom of crowning, at certain festivals, the temples of 
the officiating Brahmin with flowers, and gravely refers to the garlands, which were 
brought out, at the gates of Lystra, to crown Barnabas and Paul. Under the influ- 
ence of his Hellenistic theory, he quite overlooked the fact, that tibe garlands were for 
the oxen, not the gods. 
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difference of race. Many plausible facts, too, might be brought 
forward in support of the Hellenistic connection, and conae-^ 
quent (?) Egyptian origin; — and none of them were neglected. 
Thus there was a Greek Trinity of Zeus, Poseidon, mnd Dis, 

I and there is a Hindu Trinity of Brahma, Vishnu, an^Siva ; 
and, that great fact being proved, it mattered little, that the 
functions, attributes, and powers of the Hindu divinities differ- 
ed in every essential particular from those of their Grecian 
prototypes. The supposed resemblance was still further car- 
ried out, and generally with the same inapplicability : — both coins 
were of the same metal, and the learned instantly arrived at 
the conclusion, that they were both struck from the same mint, 
and scarcely troubled themselves to notice the differemse of 
image, character, and superscription. In reality, we believe, 
esoteric Hinduism differs greatly, both from the popular 
Hellenistic worship, and the philosophical deductions, which 
were subsequently drawn from the original forms of belief. 
The Greek, with all his finely wrought theories on the immor- 
tality of the soul, and although able to prove almost to a de- 
monstration, that there was within him an essence, distinct 
alike from the body and the life, never firmly believed in his 
own reasoning. He thought of the whole discourse, particular- 
ly if it was his own, as a piece of graceful rhetoric and con- 
vincing argument ; but the idea of carrying his theory beyond - 
the Academia never entered his imagination. He had allowed 
the assertion, that he himself possessed a soul ; had proved the 
proposition, that the soul waS immortal ; but neglected the 
corollary, that his own soul must be immortal also. The lowest 
Coolie in Bengal, on the other hand, firmly believes in a state 
of reward and punishment, though his ideas on the subject 
are perhaps not so clearly cut, and sharply defined. as those of 
the Muhammedan. It is possible to make a Bengali talk like 
a Deist, a Theist, an Atheist, or any thing else ; for his mind is 
plastic enough ;.but he never really loses his fear of a hereafter 
reckoning, and never abandons the hope, that his good actions 
will ultimately be rewarded. The Greek never believed^ either 
the one, or the other. His shadowy Shade-land’* was a place, 
about which he had heard much in very magnificent poetry ; and 
he had an undefined idea that he might possibly find himself 
there at some future period : but all was as vague as a half forgot- 
ten nightmare. With the Bengali of the lowest grade, the future 
life is all in all. It regulates his downsitting and his uprising ; 
it burdens him with an endless succession of trifling obser- 
vances ; and its accredited ministers,— those who sprang from 
the mouth of the Creator— must be held in reverential awe. 
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as the slightest disobedience to their commands would plunge 
his soul into eternal misery. It is almost impossible for a 
Western imagination to picture the degree, to which the move- 
ments the Bengali are influenced by his creed. He cannot 
bathe%r the morning without remembering, that he is washing 
in (what he believes to be) the stream of redemption ; he cannot 
sit down to his meal of rice and salt, without looking carefully 
round, lest one impure should touch his food, and he should 
thereby be injured in his caste, and consequently in his hope of 
ultimate absorption. Mixed up with this, and, as it were, a 
part of this belief, comes the second point in which the Hindu 
differs from the Hellene. They possess the idea of that mys- 
terious sacrifice, of that punishment of another for things 
committed by themselves, which constitutes the great theory of 
Expiation. Of this doctrine, the Greek knew absolutely no- 
thing. He sacrificed, it is true, but it was to avert the further 
wrath of an angry deity, not to cleanse his soul from the stains 
already contracted. It was the smoke of the victims, the 
savour of the sacrifice, which ascended to the well-pleased nos- 
trils of Zeus, Hera, and Athene ; while the theory of Hinduism 
declared, that the Ganges redeemeth not all, but only those who 
enter her of right, and in faith. The expiation granted by this 
river, according to Hindu writers, is so complete, that it 
Ipmounts almost to the •Christian idea of justiflcation. The 
powers ascribed to her are nearly omnipotent, with respect 
to sin : and perhaps the best summary of them, and the best 
proof of the assertions we are making, is to be found in the 
poem, the title of which we have placed at the head of this 
article. 

Gunga the Goddess mother stream, 

^ Has ta’en her mortal "birth, 

* All in our iron age 
With sin a war to wage ; 

Has sought our nether earth 
Us mortals to redeem, 

(Redeemer she of Gods above, 

Redeemer she of men below,) 

Our sin and death far to remove, 

To bear our endless weight of wo. 

All hallowed are the lands. 

O’er which the Gunga rolls, 

All hallowed to our souls, 

Though Kali Yog it be. 

Yea, who an hundred years has striven 
In Yama’s iron bands, 

“ The Gunga” let him ring but once to heaven, 

And he, 

That instant free, 

From Yama’s hand escapes eternally. 

O’er Gunga filthy vultures fly. 
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And Gunga’s wave they drink ; 

The wielders of earth's sceptred sway, 

Whom fate has placed too far away. 

Before their greatness shrink. 

Gaya, Benares fair, 

Dwarka, Mathura there. 

With Gererajos* cave. 

They all are sacred, I have said. 

Like Vishnu, for they all are made 
By Gunga’s holy wave. 

The earlier Missionaries also, who were of all men perhaps the 
best acquainted with Hinduism in its external forms, brought 
to the investigation of its creed a horror of the idolatrous 
system, which, though in itself perfectly just and righteous, was 
not exactly the frame of mind, best fitted to understand the 
depth and breadth of the esoteric mythology. Whoever reads 
Mr. Ward on the Hindus, will perceive at once, that, if his pic- 
tures are correctly painted, society must instantly go to pieces 
from the force of its own wickedness. Yet every syllable of 
fact, that Mr. Ward has asserted, may be proved from the 
evidence of eye witnesses. His error was, that he made no 
allowance for counteracting circumstances, and ascribed far too 
high a degree of social importance to the licentious criminality, 
which is characteristic of eastern creeds. He looked upon 
the system with that peculiar iconoclastic spirit, which would 
appear to have been natural to the Missionary, and which, 
though an important element of success, was unfavourable to 
the development of a fair spirit of enquiry. To understand 
the native character, we must remember that the Asiatic who 
does evil deeds, is not therefore reckoned necessarily an evil 
man. The deed may be bad, but it is not judged so, and its 
effect upon the man's social relation, in England and in India, 
is widely different. 

Another fact, necessary to the comprehension of Hinduism, 
is, that a native is perfectly capable of believing two falsities, or a 
falsity, and a truth, one of which directly destroys the other. Thus 
the pandits declare Siva to be Sorboshoktemani Omnipotent; 
but, in the same breath, deny him the first place in the Triad, as 
if the Omnipotent could be less than first. Many pandits will 
acknowledge the truth of Christianity ; but they affirm, and, 
what is more important, believe, that Hinduism is equally irre- 
fragable. These, and many other peculiarities of the Indian 
mind, Europeans, in general, do not practically recognise ; and 
these, together with their indisposition to examine into the 
ulterior reasons for native superstitions, incline them rather to 


A mottotain of tlw Himalayan range. 
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laugh at ** the Hindu's foolery,” than either to understand, or 
to remedy it. We may give one instance for the sake of 
illustration. One of the names of Siva is Nilakanta, or 
“ the h^e throated ; ” and almost all Europeans, who notice 
the fmt, ridicule the idea. It cannot be denied that there 
is something absurd, to a European mind, in the idea of 
a blue-throated Deity. Such is not the eifect upon a Native. 
He sees, in the image, the impersonified God, who, in love 
for the world, swallowed the poison evolved in the foam with 
the Amrita, and saved the Universe : and the blue tinge is to 
him, the living evidence, that the God, he adores, is also a 
World-Preserver. 

The whole basis of exoteric Hinduism rests upon those dog- 
mas, which (having regard to the authority of the hereditary 
priesthood) are called Brahminical, and of all the divisions 
of the system, the nature and extent of the Brahminical power 
appears to have been most unfairly treated. The Brahmins 
are invariably represented, as a proud and dominant caste, whose 
only weapon was fear, and who, while they punished severely all 
recusants from their faith, left to their humbler countrymen 
but few of its advantages. To understand, however, the very 
peculiar position at present held by the order, we must recur 
for a moment to its earlier history. 

^ That a successive importation of conquerors has taken 
place in India, and that the system of caste is of gradual 
establishment, must, we think, be evident from the physical dis- 
parities, which exist between the races, and which cannot be ac- 
counted for, on the supposition, that the modifications were 
all made from some previously equal race. The general (and 
we believe the most correct) theory is, that the Sudras, entering 
India from the North-West, about 3,600 years ago, cleared 
the country alike of its forests, and of the aboriginal races 
who inhabited them, and finally settled down to the quiet 
and permanent occupation of the soil. The second race, the 
Kshetriyas, one of the great warrior tribes, another branch of 
whom had founded the empire of Darius, poured into India 
like a flood, and fertilized more than they destroyed. With 
the hereditary gregariolisness, which they have displayed in 
every corner of the globe, they raised and beautified enormous 
cities; and the ruins of Kanouj and Magodha, and the lost 
Palibothra, attest the architectural genius of those, whose 
forefathers may have founded Babylon and Nineveh. The 
Brahmins, or third family, brought with them a more northern 
blood, and a creed disfigured by all the wild extravagancies of 
porthern imaginaUons. Another division of the same tribe, it is 
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supposed, and probably about the same time, traversed Europe, 
and occupied the great islands of Scandinavia. The difference 
between the severe climate of the northern forests, and the ener- 
vating miasma of the eastern jungles, gradually affected creeds 
originally, perhaps, the same ; and the nature of the cnl^e^s 
well represented in their ideas of heaven. The Northern, burning 
with martial instincts, and the peculiar enthusiasm, which springs 
from a powerful physical organization, pictured his heaven, 
as a Walhalla, or an Elysium of eternal battle and eternal 
drunkenness. The Oriental realized his idea of bliss in the half- 
sleeping Narayana, borne on the lotus blossom over the ocean 
of eternity, and gazing with half closed eyes at the luxurious 
movements of the ballet girls of heaven. The struggle imme- 
diately commenced between the disciplined and civilized Kshe- 
triya, and the more energetic Brahmin ; and its first develop- 
ment appears to have been in Kanouj. At first, either the nature 
of the Kshetriya worship, or their superior learning, rendered 
them alike insensible to the reasoning, and to the swords 
of their Brahminical enemies. The latter however found 
means to detach from them a portion of their number, whom 
they designated the sons of flame, (Ugnikul), and vanquished 
the warrior caste throughout Northern India ; from whence they 
gradually spread southward, greatly assisted by the series of ca- 
tastrophes, which form the subject of the Bamayana. 

In the midst of this theory, however, the antiquarian is per- 
petually perplexed by the recurrence of the Buddhist creed, 
under various forms, and in such widely separated districts, that 
he is led to believe it was once a dominant religion. We are 
told that Buddhism must have been the earliest creed, and 
extant before the arrival of the Brahmins, with whose faith it 
carried on for years a long and destructive contest. We scarcely 
think that the theory of those, who assert that Buddhism is an 
original creed, i. e. one of the earliest, of which we have any 
information, can be now maintained. Strong as the evidence of 
monuments and sculptures may be, those of the human mind 
are still stronger, and a rationalistic faith can never precede 
superstition. It invariably grows out of it, and is nourished by 
peace and luxury. We may imagine that the faith of the Sudras, 
at the time of their first entry into India, was one of the vulgar 
kinds of paganism, such as exists in Borneo, and the Eastern 
Archipelago ; while the original Kshetriya belief was a kind of 
Zoroastrian idolatry, that is the worship of the Supreme Being, 
under the symbol of fire, but mixed with rites of a more degraded 
character. Of this some traces still exist. The worship of Indra, 
or the sun, is evidently much older than that of any other Deity, 
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and the pandits frequently fail to reconcile his powers, as des- 
cribed in the elder writings, with his insignificance in the Pura- 
nas. The story of his formal deposition, too, has never been 
fairly examined. Tn the lapse of years, when the tribe had become 
SLiid comparatively peaceful, the rationalistic creed of 
the Buddhist crept in, and, from its peculiar adaptation to the 
consciences of an evil race, spread rapidly over Northern Hin- 
dustan. On the arrival of the Brahmin, with his dogmatical 
belief, he found it impossible to grapple with this intangible faith, 
and proclaimed its extermination by fire and sword. As we have 
before said, the treachery of a portion of the Kshetriyas threw 
the sceptre into the hands of the new race; but the Buddhist 
still relied upon his co-religionists of the extreme south. The 
king of Lunka-dwipa, or Ceylon (and perhaps Travancore), ad- 
vanced to the aid of the Northern Kshetriyas ; and the balance 
of power became so equal, that Rama, the Lord of the sons of 
Flame, found it necessary to rouse the wild tribes of the Deccan, 
i. e. Huniiman and his raonkies. The Buddhist prince was 
driven back to the south ; and Rama, with the assistance of the 
Deccan tribes made use of, and probably improved the causeway, 
called Adam’s Bridge, and, passing into Ceylon, defeated Ravan 
in his own stronghold. 

The victorious Brahmins, with a salutary dread of a renewal 
of the contest, conceded to the remains of the Kshetriyas a place 
only second to their own. The Sudras still formed the bulk 
of the nation : and the more wealthy and powerful of their 
number were raised from their fellows, invested with a divided 
poita, and formed into a sef)arate caste of Voisyas, or merchants. 
Then the system began to roll itself up, and the Brahmins, by 
constructing their genealogies, for ever shut out from them- 
selves the moving power of most religions — the principle of 
propagandism. 

It was now that the era of law-making may be presumed to 
have begun : and, as the Brahmin was, through the predomin- 
ance of his creed, in possession of all religious power, and 
through the swords of the Ugnikul, nearly omnipotent in 
temporal matters, it is natural to suppose he would legislate for 
his own benefit. The priests did so, but, like Clive in the treasury 
of Murshedabad, considering the temptation and the opportuni- 
ty, we wonder that they took so little. They established, in the 
very outset, a regulation, which distinguishes them from every 
other hierarchy, that has ever existed in the world. They de- 
manded nothing from the state. Possessed of illimitable power, 
they condemned themselves and their successors to perpetual 
hereditary beggary, and gave the first great example of the sys- 
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tern, which has been styled in Europe the Voluntary Principle.’*^ 
They demanded no treasures, save those derived from the attach- 
ment of the people, and no defence, save their own sanctity. To 
support the latter in the popular estimation, they filled tl^el^r- 
ature of the country with wild fable, or wilder reasoninffTSie 
whole argument of which turns on the majesty of the Brahmini- 
cal order. By these means, and by a firm belief in their own as- 
sertions, which is peculiar to the Brahmin, they gained a controul 
over the minds of their countrymen, which is oulj^ to be parallell- 
ed, by that of a general of the order of Jesus over his subordinates. 
It has been usual to represent the dominance of the Brahmins, as 
an unmitigated despotism, Retested by the subordinate castes, and 
only submitted to from fear. We doubt it greatly. The Asiatic, 
in all countries, and in India in particular, had much rather have 
his faith settled for him, than reason about it for himself; and 
it is far more suitable to his idiosyncrasy to consult the ever 
ready monitor, than to examine into the question in dispute. A 
native loves indolence in religion, as well as in physical action, 
and with the same sudden bursts of frantic excitement. He loves 
the regular order of society, and the external observances, which 
constitute his devotion, and which render him continually depen- 
dant on the Brahmins. Natives resign themselves wholly to 
that feeling, which has held sway even in England — the rever- 
ence for authority, simply as such, which chains the intellect 
under the title of implicit faith. Moreover the Brahmins 
have for ages stood in the place of a middle class, of a perma- 
nent public opinion, emanating from a body reverenced by the 
people, and one, which, as a body, the sovereign dares not touch. 
In this respect they correspond with the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy of the middle ages. They stand between the armed 
bureaucracy, who in all ages have ruled India, and the mass of 
the people : and their voices, though individually impotent, were 
all powerful in their collective strength. Bad as the dominion 
of the superior caste might be, and very bad it was, still it was 
better than none at all : and, in a time of general disorganiza- 
tion, when the Hindu had no motive, either in his creed, or in his 
social circumstances, to abstain from crime, he did abstain, be- 
cause of the repressing influence of the Brahminical order : and 
thus society was held together. 

* It mast be confessed, however, that they took cere that their appeal to this noble 
principle should be a safe one. They engrossed all knowledge ; they made the other 
castes dependant on them for almost all the acts of life ; and they established, as the 
faith of the people, that all belonged of right to the Brahmin, and that the highest 
duty of religion was to restore to him what was his own. It was much that he con- 
sented to forego the use of any part of it. In Uiis the Brahmin was condescending 
to the Sndra— the god to the slave. 
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We have been led to make these remarks, partly because 
they form an appropriate introduction to the review of a work 
which is essentially Brabminical, and partly because we would 
sugge^a few ideas, which may be worked out at leisure by 
nforWearned men, upon an important caste — important be- 
cause they are the earthly gods of one-ninth of the whole 
human race, and even more important in their connection with 
the development of the human mind. That they are evil, and 
the cause of much evil, we. do not venture to deny, but they are 
not so evil as Hindus would have been, if deprived of their 
repressing authority, and without a better one substituted in 
its place. They may be, at the present moment, a chain upon 
the Hindu intellect : but as a body, they are still in advance of 
their countrymen in civilization, in learning, and in physical 
qualifications. 

Turn we to our book. We have said, it is essentially Brahmin- 
ical, and written chiefly to support Brahmins. The original 
has, from various circumstances, excited unusual interest among 
the European philologists : but the Bengali translation is the 
book now under dissection. It was made about 120 years 
ago by a pandit, named Kirtibas, who takes the opportunity of 
closing each paragraph by some sentence of magniloquent self- 
glorification. It was first printed and published at the Serampore 
Press, where an old pandit, named Joygopal Torkolunkar, added 
many valuable emendations. As a translation, it is simply 
contemptible. Kirtibas has availed himself of all the stories 
originally composed by Valmiki : but his work is no more a 
translation, than Milton is of Dionysius the Areopagite, or 
Gulliver s Travels of Lucian's Fera Historia, It is written, too, 
in a jingling word-catching metre, that is far inferior, even in 
harmony, to the sonorous march of the Sanscrit couplets. This 
metre, which is a rhymed hexameter, is interrupted by bursts 
of poetry, into which the whole power of the poet appears to be 
expended, and in which there is a faint approximation to lyric 
excellence. If we could imagine Milton’s Paradise Lost translated 
into rhyme by a half educated cobbler, with some of “ Watt’s 
Divine Songs ” stuck in various places, and the whole recited 
to a jury of critical tailors, we should gain some idea of the 
Bengali Kamayana. Its stories are more oflensive, its language 
more indecent, than in the original; and the whole is tainted 
with an air of downright vulgarity, which would have made 
Valmiki turn aside in disgust. It has however a peculiar 
excellence of its own: it is rhymed prose of the most perfect 
kind. We cannot call to mind a single instance of a rugged 
verse, or one in which the words are inverted from their most 
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ordinary prose order. By a law peculiar to Bengali, the language 
in poetry recovers its Sanscrit original, and the stopped con- 
sonants are removed. The constant presence of the inherent 
vowel, or liquid o,** is thus made to impart a softness, to th e 
measure, which the most uncouth words cannot wholly MSia^e. 
It is to be regretted that neither this work, nor its kindred 
Maliabliarata, has ever been translated. It is perhaps too im- 
mense as a whole, as it contains JJ8,000 lines — more than twice 
as much as Homer's Iliad : but portions might still be transla- 
ted, and give a fair picture of Bengali poetry. Moreover a great 
many of the Bengali books would, if translated, expose the 
translator to a charge of offending against public delicacy ; 
though the said public puts Lempriere’s Dictionary into every 
boy’s band; but from this evil the Ramayun is, to a great extent, 
free. With the exception of a few passages, which could not 
be rendered into a modern tongue, there is nothing which 
might not be laid on every drawing room table in the country. 
We have however little hope that such an undertaking will ever 
be accomplished, although it would undoubtedly throw a flood 
of light on native ideas. Almost every Bengali, in Bengal 
proper, is acquainted with this poem : but as nine tenths of 
the people cannot read, they are obliged to rely upon the ser- 
vices of rhapsodists, like the Hellenes in the time of Homer. 
These rhapsodists, or kot'haka (talkers), as they are popularly 
styled, take their stand upon any vacant space, and erect a small 
awning, under which they ensconce themselves, and there, for 
hours together, they pour forth, or rather scream, the Ramayun, 
Mahabharat, and other popular poems. The multitudes, who 
crowd to these exhibitions, instead of crushing round the 
speaker, as the boors do in England, sit down in a circle, and 
give themselves wholly up to the inspiration of the rhapsodist. 
The latter never attempts anything like mannerism, though he 
sometimes “ tears a passion to rags,” but allows his words, 
as it were, to pour out of his mouth, without attention to any- 
thing save their obvious meaning. The people, sitting around, 
evidently accede their full and implicit belief to the prodigies 
related ; and frequently the whole crowd makes some sudden 
impulsive gesture, illustrative of the progress of the story. 

Of the whole story, we shall say little or nothing. It has been 
sung, and written, and dinned, into the ears of every person in- 
terested in Indian affairs. It has already been twice detailed in 
these pages, and we have no intention of inflicting it a third time. 
Our business is with the poetry, and the spirit of the poetry; and 
we can best illustrate both by somewhat copious translations. 
The scene opens in heaven ; and here we may observe, that the 

H 
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Bengali epic, so far as we know, never begins with an invocation, 
but presents the ‘ dramatis personae’ at once upon the stage — a 
feature in which it differs materially from its Sanscrit prototype^ 

all things on earth do they, the heavenly lands, appear, 

^Wnere the mighty “ wielder of the club” is by Lakshmi seated near ; 

There rears its head aloft in air the wondrous matchless tree. 

The tree of purpose,*’ that all gifts to all mankind gives free ; 

There sun and moon by day and night in ceaseless lustre shine. 

And, at its foot, there riseth up an edifice divine. 

Sri Vishnu’s bright and lustrous throne is raised up above ; 

There Vishnu sits in cross-legged form* “the guardian of the grove.” 

A wish was in the secret heart of Vishnu deep compressed, 

“ I, who am one sole Godhead, I in four will be expressed.” 

Shri Rama, Bharat, he became, Satrugna, and Lakshmun, 

One godhead in four parts expressed, sat Vishnu Narayun ; 

And Sita too, in Lakshmi’s form, was Rama seated by ; 

The umbrella gilt o’er Rama’s head, Shri Lakshmun held on high ; 

Audi Bharat and Satrugna wave the cowstail chowries near. 

While worships there, with folded hands, the reverent wind-lord Seer. 

The wind-lord is Narada, who is surprised at the sight, and en- 
quires of Siva what it may mean. Siva informs him ; and Brahma 
and Narada descend to the world below, to seek the man, who is 
to sing the history of tlie Avatar. They find him in a wood, in 
which he prowls, as a dacoit, and, true to his profession, endea- 
vours to slay them. Brahma however contrives to awaken bis 
remorse, by pointing out the guilt he has incurred in slaying 
Sunyasis. 

Whoso one cow has impiously slain. 

Whoso one hundred on the battle plain. 

Their guilt shall equal he, their punishment the same. 

Who dares an hundred cows deprive of life. 

Who kills a woman, be she maid or wife, 

Guilty are both alike, both lead a guilty life. 

Who slays one hundred of the female race. 

Who kills one Brahmin, — destitute of grace, 

Equal in guilt, shall share an equal resting place. 

Who kills a Brahmachari let him fear ; 

Great are his sins : hut thou, Ratnakur, hear ! 

The murder of a Sunyasi, what punishment can clear ? 

The scale of crime, and the graduated value of human life, 
is here somewhat singularly exemplified : 

One hundred soldiers = one cow. 

One hundred cows = one woman. 

One hundred women =* one Brahmin. 

A Brahmin’s life is therefore worth that of ten thousand 
soldiers, which is very nearly the popular acceptation of their 
relative value. Eatnakur is terrified at his guilt ; but, after a 
while, bethinks himself, that, as his booty is shared by his 

• More strictly, squatting like a Native. 
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parents, liis sin ought to be so too. He explains his idea to 
Brahma, who sends him to consult them. They answer in the 
negative; and Katnakur, in terrible remorse, throws himself at 
the feet of Brahma, and demands assistance. Brahm^l^n^es 
him, after some difficulty, to utter the name of Bama : and, The 
instant the holy words had escaped his lips, the guilty dacoit is 
(►absolved. Brahma departs to heaven, and Batnakur addresses 
himself to a terrific course of penance. 

The name of Ram he still repeats ; in one place, still he sate, 

And all his fleshy outward parts wild ants and insects ate : 

His flesh consumed, they dug within, and ate his heart for food ; 

The kushi grass and prickly thorn grew round him as it would. 

They ate the flesh, they ate the skin, they scarcely left the bones : 

The Muni still within the Mound the name of Rama moans. 

Brahma once more descends, changes the name of Batnakur 
to Valmiki, the ant eaten,” and instructs him in the plan of 
the Ramayun. After the argument, which is not worth transla- 
tion, the poet celebrates the pedigree of Bama ; and the following 
extract may be taken as a fair specimen of the imbecility of the 
stories scattered through the book : 

Before this nether world was made, the Holiest Being lived, 

Brahma, Narayun, Siva’s self, from him their life derived. 

These godheads three one sister had, a female deity ; 

The godheads three bestowed on her the name of Kandini. 

Jarut, the holy Munirs sort, Narad by merit tried, 

They summoned, and to him they gave their sister as a bride. 

Then danced and sung the godheads all, and Nar£d i^^ith the rest. 

And with a daughter, Bhana named, the couplfe soon were blest. 

A Raja, Jamadugni named, received her as his wife ; 

On earth, incarnate in her house, Sri Vishnu sprung to life. 

And so on. Be it understood the doggrel of the translation is 
not among the sins of the translator. It is simply a copy of the 
original. This dull list rolls on for about five hundred lines, after 
which we arrive at the main point of interest in the first canto, 
viz, the descent of the Ganges. Passing over Sagor, his sixty 
thousand sons, the pans of milk, in which they were nourished, 
and the spades, with handles, eight miles long, by which they 
dug their way through the tortoise back, we come to the birth of 
Bhagirath, who finally succeeded in bringing down the Ganges. 

Childless the sorrowing Rsyah is; no comfort can be brought: 

With his two beauteous wives once more his capital he sought. 

The Gunga to obtain the king a mighty effort made, 

For many a fasting year of pain his strict devotions paid. 

And now with biting hunger faint, and now half dead with thirst. 

An hundred million years he spent, in Brahma’s praise immersed; 

And ^odhya’s wide spread realm was left without a king. 

Then Brahnla, the creator, deep reflects his minds within. 

“ I’ve heard that of this solar race Narayun shall be born, 

Yet how can that be, if the race* is childless left forlorn?” 
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Jd deep and earnest thought reflect the bright celestial train, 

And Siva the Destroyer send to Ayodbya's plain, 

A Jive the monarch bad possessed in bis own land two orideSf 
And on his wondrous bull to them the stern Dread-giver rides. 

Th^^o wives gently he addressed, the stern A suras’ foe j 

shall have a beauteous son, my blessing I bestowt” 

His blessing on them then bestowed the stern Asura’s foe; 

Glad- hearted at his word to bathe the wives of Dilip go. 

Di * * * 

In due time one fair wife again a mother’s pains begun; 

But a shapeless lump of flesh she bore, instead of a fair son. 

Their son upon their lap, the two in mighty trouble rave, 

“ O Siva triple-eyed I is this the beauteous son you gave ? 

It is but flesh, it has no bones, it cannot even walk. 

And all the sneering world will see, and all the world will talk,” 

The wonien took it on their laps within a basket placed, 

And angry to the river’s brink to drown it went m haste. 

It chanced u learned Brahman did the women going view, 

And, deeply meditating, he the will of Siva knew. 

The Muni them addressed, “ The child upon the road place ye, 

And he will pity, whosoe’er th’ afSicted child shall see.” 

At his command they placed the child, and forthwith parted home j 
In his eight limbs decrepit, there to bathe a sage had come. 

The holy sage could scarcely walk ; his limbs were bent awry ; 

He gazed upon th’ afflicted child, while slowly passing by. 

The Muni, in eight limbs diseased, the boy viewed haughtily, 

And in his heart he angry said “ That child is jeering me ; 

If thus in ridicule he laughs at me, that shapeless boy^ 

My heavy curse, by Brahma’s might, his body shall destroy. 

But if from earliest birth his form has thus distorted been. 

My mightier blessing shall restore his body wholly clean.” 

Like Vishnu in his power h,e stood, though thus decrepit all. 

On whomsofi’er bis blessing came, no evil could befall. 

He, in eight limbs decrepit, spake, and saw, in high surprise. 

The son of Dilip rise in health, all healed before his eyes. 

The queens the Muni called ; the two heart-grieving queens obey j 
Heart glad they took their son again, retook their homeward way. 

Then all the neighbouring Brahmins came, and made high festival. 

And, from his wondrous monstrous birth, him Bbagirath they call. 

I pandit Kirtibas, who am first poet on the earth. 

In this first gentle canto sing of Bhagiratha’s birth. 

Tlie bay is insulted at acliool with the name of bastard, and 
his mother, with many tears, informs him of his parentage. 
We pass over sundry other adventures, and come to the story of 
the bringing down of the Ganges, which, as a favourable speci- 
men of the poem, we shall extract at some length, preserving 
the irregular rhymes of the Bengali translator : — 

This Bhagirath contented, heard, and looked right merrily, 

And to his loving mother's face thns merrily spake he. 

“ These mighty kings of Solar race were mighty fimls I deem. 

'Who, without labour, hopes to win from heaven bright Gunga’s stream?- 
If such in truth my name, and you a true descent do trace. 

I’ll bring bright Gunga down, and win salvation to my race. 

Weeping, his mother answered him, “ I crave of thee, my boy. 

Such yrorship thou’lt not pay; alone thou art thy race’s joy.” 

He turned to go, he would not hear his pleading mother’s word 
In legal foifm at once the King of angels he adored, , 
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But as his mother's tearfhl face before his mind uprose, 

His eyelids quivered tearfully, and bawk to her goes ; 

Before bis grieving mother’s feet obeisance he preferred. 

And then departed fortb^ and grayed into the angeVs Lord. 

Fasting from all, to [ndra's praise mysterious runes be said, 

For sixty thousand hungry years to Indra worship paid. 

The mighty runes the God constrained; he dared not stay within ; 
Forth Indra came, the Lord of Fire, and blessing gave to him. 

« Raja, whose progeny art thou ? of what race dost thou spring ? 

I grant thy wish, whatever it be ; ask what thou wilt O king.” 

He, meet obeisance humbly made, to Indra gave reply, 

“ Of Solar race is my descent ; king Dilip’s son am I. 

Of sixty thousand mighty sons was Sagor king the sire, 

And all a heap of ashes fell at Kupil’s flaming ire. 

O angel-monarch 1 grant to me to take bright Gunga’s stream,. 

And in that glorious act wilt thou my family redeem.” 

Quoth the Fire lord again, “ Hear, thou of royal progeny. 

To give to you bright Gunga’s stream, O king, rests not with me. 

If I my blessing give to thee, bright Gunga thou wilt bring. 

To Siva worship pay ; adore the great destroying king. 

Within a mountain's darksome cave must Gunga first remain ; 

Then call on me, O King, and I will set her free again.” 

At Indra’s feet the King again his meet obeisance paid, 

Then to the Monster slaying lord,” to Koylas mount he sped. 
Fasting he prayed, and fasting still repeats his earnest prayers. 

And fasting ever worshipped thus for twice five thousand years. 

Said the Destroyer, ” Hear, O thou of royal race the son. 

Wherefore such painful sacrifice in hunger hast thou done ? 

Now Siva’s blessing be on thee : the stream shalt thou receive. 

To Vishnu go, and once again thy heartfelt worship give.” 

At the Destroyer’s feet the King a meet obeisance paid, 

To Vishnu’s heavenly seat once more, to Lakshmi’s lord, he sped. 
Within twelve circling hours the King a million texts repeats ; 
Intrepid with his head all bare he faced the solar heats : 

For four months in the cold within the gelid river stayed, 

In heat and cold for forty years a painful worship paid. 

The mighty runes the god compelled ; he dared not stay within ; 
Vishnu came forth, and gently thus his blessing ^ave to him. 

** At thy high penances and deeds amazement seizeth me ; 

What wouldst thou, son of mighty kings ? what can I give to thee ?” 
** Full sixty thousand mighty sons from Sagor king were sprung,” 

(So answered Bhagirath the king, of Solar race the sou), 

By Kupil Muni's flaming ire they all of them were slain. 

But, Gunga once obtained, on earth the^ all would live again.” 

The Wielder of the <^uoit replies, a smile within his eye, 

“ Am I the Gunga’s sire^ O king ? of Gunga what know I ?” 

Swiftly replied the king If thou the Gunga wilt not give. 

Low at thy feet my soul I yield, I will no longer live.” 

Narayun heard content, on him bestowed a solace kind, 

“ In holy Brahma’s glorious heaven, thou Gunga’s stream shall find.’* 
What common water there remained on Brahma’s holy seat, 

Narayun took, and bore away in innocent deceit. 

Narayun forthwith went, and stood before the Maker’s fece. 

And the Creator reverently arose, and gave him place. 

And water for his feet he sought : withm his house was none ; 

The Kalasis were empty all, as dried up by the sun. 

Of Gunga’s water then a thought within his mind uprose, 

And speedily, the stream to bring, himself the Maker goes. 

The water on his feet he pour^ to Vishnu worship pmd ; 

And from this ac^ is Gunga naxaed ** the foot-produced” maid. 
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That much to say transcends the power of heaven/* 

“ Go,” said Vishnu, “ O holy one take Gunga down with thee, 

And free at once king Sagor’s sons thy grandsire’s family, 

** And Gunga, thou/’ Narajrun said, “ go thou now down with him, 

And free the nether world immersed in seas of deadly sin, 

• 4 * 

This carriage I on thee bestow ; 

High seated onward shalt thou ^o, 

And ever in thy march thy glorious conch shell blow.” 

The king, high seated on the car, the conch shell sounded ever, 

And after him rolled on the Gunga’s rushing river. 

I pandit Kirtibas have sung the fall of Gunga famed, 

Of Gunga, who in heaven above was Mandakini named ; 

When Bhagirath had left the sky the plains below to seek, 

With Gunga fell he down, and stood on high Sumeru’s peak. 

Within the mountain’s pathless top a cavern deep appears, 

There Gunga wandered to and fro for twelve long weary years. 

She is released at last from durance, at the prayer of Bhagir- 
alh, by Airavut, the far-famed elephant of Indra : — 

To Airavut he told the word, 

The mighty beast, to action stirred. 

With long continued effort strave ; 

Four sep’rate open ways he clave. 

Within Sumeru’s mountain cave. 

Through which the Gunga leuapin^ rides, 

And in four streams abroad right joyfully she glides. 

Basu rolled south unto the Ocean wide ; 

Bhadra rushed onward on the northern side ; 

Sweta, another, sought the Western Sea ; 

Over the broad earth rolled along Alaknanda the free. 

Passing over her further progress from Sumeru to Koylas, 
from Koylas into Siva’s hair, and thence to Hurdwar and 
Benares, through the ever potent penances and prayers of the 
unwearying Bhagirath, we extract a well known episode, illustra- 
tive of her virtues : — 


Vishnu, the “ wielder of the Quoit,” unto the Rajah said, 
^ now with holy Gunga’a stream : be blessmga on thy 
WAo, impious, shall a bull or 
And yet on Gunga’s ware one blade shall lay 
Of Ktishi grass, his sins isball pass away. 


^amupSoin Gunga bathes his mortal leaven, 
TTnvir manv sins are unto him forttivcn. 


An evil Muni once there was, and Kamdur was his name ; 

A man more basely bad than he is yet untold to fame. 

Now, and e’en upwards from his birth, an harlot he obeyed ; 

To her his soul was bound in chains, and in her house he stayed. 
One day the jungle’s deepest shades he sought to get some wood. 
And there a tiger rav'ning seized and slew him as he stood. 

The prowling ministers of Jom, Hell king, the soul embraced ; 

To Yama’s house in hell they bore the destined soul in haste. 

The hungry tiger eats the flesh, and then departs again ; 

Within the jungle’s deepest shade the whitened bones remain. 

A carrion crow pounced down on them, and o’er the Gunga flew ; 
Avulture, as it hovered o’er, the carrion chanced to vj^w. 
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Her whirring flight she envious saw; to seize the crow she sped ; 

The screaming crow in deadly fear along the Gunga fled. 

And as they quarrel, angry there, and fight, and rend, and scream. 

The dead man’s bones, for which they fought, fell into Gunga’s stream. 

The instant that the evil bones ia Cfunga’s stream were laved, ^ 

Like Vishnu innocent of soul, the sinful sage was saved. 

Narayun gazing sat within the pleasant bowers of heaven, 

And swiftly from the demon's hands the Brahmin's soul was riven. 

They screamed with rage the servants they of Patal’s haughty lord. 

Then flew to Tama's feet, and thus their angry prayer out poured ; 

“ No more of work do we ; our power from us has Vishnu torn ; 

This day, O Lord of hell’s black plain I great insult have we borne. 

Kamdur by name, a Brahmin man of sinful soul, we seized : 

To take this justly punished one from us has Vishnu pleased.’* 

The Lord of Fatal, Yama, heard in mingled rage and grief ; 

To Vishnu’s feet he raging sped ; and made him question brief. 

And Yama wept full sore, as he at Vishnu’s footstool fell, 

“ My power away from me has passed ; I am not Lord of Itell. 

O’er all the sinful souls of men extends my wide spread sway : 

Then why, Narayun, this disgrace thou’st put on me to-day ?*’ 

Narayun heard his wrathful speech, and gently laughing spake, 

“ Gunga to nether earth has gone all sins away to take. 

The worth of Gunga’s mighty river, 

I, high Narayun, cannot tell ; 

Giver of penance, hear me well ! 

As far as Gunga’s wave shall sound. 

And o’er earth’s fertile plains resound. 

So far, if thou approachest ever. 

My spirit shall rush forth the doomed ones to surround ; 

And whoso’s bones to Gunga have been given. 

Though from his body has his soul been riven. 

Like Vishnu faultless he shall spring to highest heaven. 

Who Gunga’s wave shall drink, that act alone 
For all his sins most ampl^ shall atone ; 

Ills body, hear, O king, his body is mine own. 

Let not your rav’ning slaves go there : the instant they appear, 

The very air shall ring with shrieks of high Narayun’s fear.” 

Yama, the Lord of Fatal, heard this sentence with affright. 

I pandit-poet Kirtibas in my first canto write. 

When Kamdur’s sinful soul to heaven 
By Gunga s power had thus been given, 

To Gour the Gunga's waters bright 

Rolled onward in their God and man redeeming might 

Fudma, a sage, before them went, 

And Gunga followed, rolling free. 

The monarch last, his hands he bent, 

To Gunga wild petition sent ; 

“ Go not the Eastern road ; there is no path for me.” 

Instant the Muni Fudma took the Fudma stream away, 

And holy Gunga with the king straight onward took her way : 

And Gun^a *mgry muttered low a curse upon the stream, 

“ From this time forth no man shalt thou from punishment redeem*’’ 

These extracts will give a sufficiently accurate idea of the 
spirit of the Ramayun, and, as we have no intention either of 
recounting, or condensing, its interminable episodes, or of vic- 
timizing our readers by any recapitulation of its well known 
story, we will proceed to sum up its character in as few words 
as possible, and then return to our main subject, Brahminism, 
as we see it in Bengal. In the first place, the whole poem is 
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totally de£cwnt in anything like elevation of sentiment. Kirti 
baa narrates a crime, or a virtuous action, in the sanie melli- 
fluous wisbwash, and never pauses for one instant, either to 
pr ai_8e J ^e virtue, or reprehend the villany, of which he is so 
a narrator. Every one of the Rishis and Munis, who 
constitute his favourite characters, is ill-tempered, cruel, and 
treacherous; almost all the kings are vindictive to the last degree : 
while Siva, the omnipotent destroyer, descends from heaven to 
incite two persons to a crime, for which the English language 
has not even a name. The holy sage, whose power and wisdom 
have won a sceptre from Harischandra, refuses to alleviate the 
distress of the man, whom he has ruined, by the gift of one single 
acre of ground ; and almost the whole succession of characters 
are supercilious in prosperity, and craven in adversity ; while 
ingratitude appears to have been even a virtue in the eyes of the 
poet. The very words, in which his ideas are couched, though 
often sweet and liquid, lack manliness and energy : while the 
constant recurrence of puns, in the midst of pathos, is a con- 
clusive evidence of his want of sympathy with real distress. 
It is the more singular that such should be the case, as the 
original Sanscrit, from which Kirtibas professes to have 
drawn his inspiration, is distinguished by the bold freedom of 
its style, and, if we may so speak, by the massiveness of its lan- 
guage. Listen to the invocation which oj^ens the Sanscrit j^oem ; 

Lakshman’s bright brother, Sita’s Lord, hail Rama Raghuvide I 
Kakdtstha’s son, a sea of good, hail element, Brahmin loved I 
Hail, holy Rajah, bound to truth, hail Dusaratha’s son 1 
Thou hyacinthine, moveless one, thou world-delighting king I 
Light of thy race, Ravana's foe, hail Rama Raghuvide I 
High son of Raghu, victory I Hail Kaushal’s bliss bestower I 
Slayer of Him ten-headed, hail I Hail Dasaratha’s child I 
Thine eye is like the lotus flower that blossoms on the waves. 

And hail, Valmiki 1 nightingale, who gently warblest forth 
The pleasant sound of Rama's name, on metre’s branches borne. 

Honour to thee, O Muni Lord, ascetic, blessed indeed 1 
Thou home of every wisdom, hail, Prostration be to thee. 

Or, for we must give one instance more to prove our proposi- 
tion, take the speech of'Bramha to Valmiki in the Sanscrit, 
and in the Bengali. In the Sanscrit, it runs thus ; 

Whatever Ram has seen or done, in secret or abroad, 

Sing thou, and Rama’s comrades brave, and sing the Rakshuas tribe, 

And sing of her of Vaideha,* and all or known or hid ; 

For all, that is to thee unknown, shall be to thee revealed, 

♦ * • ♦ ♦ * 

As long as on the earth shall stand the mountain and the stream, 

So long the song of Rama’s mip^ht shall circulate around : 

As long as Rama’s song shall live, that song by thee composed. 

So long shall height and depth exist j ^s long as these remain. 

So long within the heavenly bowers shalt thou, Valmiki, dwell. 


♦ Sita. 
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Here ia the Bengali^ 

Saraswati, O seer, shall stand upon your loosened tongue ; 

A well-twined string of words shall be by tbee^ O poet, sung. 

' Whate’er it be, that you may write, that shall a Shastra be ; 

And that shall Ram on earth perform, I, Brahma, swear to thed^^i^^ 

We fear Vahniki's indignation would not have confinedTtseTf 
to words, could he have guessed the mode, in which his poetry 
would be murdered by this worthy (so called) poet, sprung from 
the clime of Bengal. 

But, leaving for the present Valmiki ' the ant-eaten,* and his 
clever and self-glorifying Bengali transformer, we wish to say a 
few words on the present condition of Braliminisrn and its dis- 
ciples in Bengal. Has the estimation, in which the Brahmins 
were formerly held, been weakened or increased by the advent of 
the British, and the introduction of a more extended system of 
education? The question is important; for it involves, in a 
great measure, the probability of the Hindus ultimately es- 
caping from the trammels of an absurd* superstition. We know 
it is usual to assert, that education has broken down the only real 
distinction between the Brahmin and the Sudra, and that a dimi- 
nution of the respect formerly paid to the former must neces- 
sarily result from an increase of knowledge. In the great towns 
this statement may be considered as partially correct : but it 
is far otherwise with the millions of the country, who con- 
stitute the real people of Bengal. In Calcutta, and other 
towns of the same class, many of the alumni of the College 
are the wealthiest, as well as most intelligent, portion of the 
population ; and, being concentrated within a small space, 
they embolden each other in their defiance of the Brahmi- 
nical chain. The wealthy Baboo, who has learned to read 
English, and can comprehend, though he cannot feel, the verses 
of Shakespeare and Milton, can afford to despise the poor (and 
perhaps ignorant) priest, who has nothing to recommend him 
but his sacred birth and superior intellect — the latter un- 
cultivated by education, and the former secretly mocked at by the 
mgn of wealth and knowledge. The number of Europeans too, 
who hang about the wealthy natives of the metropolis, tends to 
inspire them with European habits of thought, and to make them 
affect a degree of independence beyond what they really feel, 
which is frequently displayed in an appearance of insulting con- 

* We use this word ativisedly in preference to the usual epithet * debasing.’ All 
idolatry debases the soul, and fetters the intellect; but the Hindu system is emphati- 
cally an ocean of absurdities. From the sleeping Essence, to the Demons, who haunt 
the jungle, its assertions are not only false, but absolutely incompatible with the 
evidence of our senses. Its Theogony, its Geography, and its laws are more like 
tlrose, which might be concocted by a group of children, than by reasoning and 
sensible human beings. ° 


I 
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tempt for the Brahminical order. In th^ country, however, the 
Brahmin still reigns supreme. In the country too, though 
the acquisition of European knowledge is frequently accom- 
panied^y a species of theistic philosophy, it is not usual to find 
ttlSf^elief openly expressed. The reverence for his order 
never forsakes a Brahmin ; and as an avowal of his liberal prin- 
ciples would shake that feeling of respect, be conceals them in 
his own breast, until time and growing selfishness gradually 
eradicate them altogether, and he sinks into an “ orthodox 
Hindu,” with a full belief in the surpassing virtue of the Gunga, 
and in the existence and power of three hundred and thirty 
millions of preposterous deities. Every Brahmin too is a gen- 
tleman. The consciousness of being first in whatever society 
he may be thrown, and the feeling of perfect security from in- 
sult or impertinence, impart to his manner that easy dicrnity, 
which we generally conceive to be peculiar to the finished Euro- 
pean gentleman, and which conduces in no slight degree to his 
influence over the minds of the masses. 

On the other hand, every circumstance of his life, even the 
most mijuite, tends to confirm the subjection of the Siidra. 
He is still inferior to the Brahmin in knowledge — a circumstance 
of much more importance in the East than among the brutaliz- 
ed peasantry of Europe — and perceives strongly the disparity 
(both in reality, and in opinion) between his own class, and that 
of the haughty priest. He has been taught by his mother from 
his infancy to make a deep reverence as the Brahmin passes by ; 
and, even in his maturer years, the sight of the Paita e]i(?its from 
his lips the almost involuntary ‘ Prandm, Mahashai^ that is, 
Prostration, Sir : and the outward action is a fair index to 
the emotion. Again, all questions of caste — of the never ending 
social disparities, which cripple the Hindu from the instant 
of his birth — can only be determined by one, in whose veins runs 
the sacred blood, and the influence of that mysterious principle, 
which answers in the East to the European idea of apostolical 
succession. To understand the number and importance of 
these questions, and thereby gain a clue to the necessity for 
ceaseless Brahminical intermeddling, we shall state what these 
castes are : and the following detail may be the more interesting 
from the ignorance, which still prevails among Europeans on 
the subject. 

The popular idea wo believe, even among Anglo-Indians, with 
respect to caste, is that it is comprehended in four great divisions, 
each of which has its separate privileges, and individual duties 
to perform. In reality, there are upwards of forty, each of 
which is, for all social purposes, a distinct and separate order. 
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and possesses as complete an individuality, as that which divides 
the Englishman and the Kalmuk. In the first place ; there 
are many grades, or Sr^ni, even of Brahmins, although all 
may be ranged under three great divisions. 

I. The Rarhi, or Brahmins of Raur, so called, from 
trict in which they were settled, who are thus subdivided : 

1. The Kulins. The signification of this word is simply 
“ familied and it corresponds more nearly with the Spanish 
Hidalgo, or*' son of somebody,” than with any word of English 
derivation. Instituted by Bullal Sen, to infuse new energy 
into the Brahminical priesthood, they have ever since held 
themselves haughtily apart, alike from their own caste, as from 
all others. The Kulin pa7- excellence^ he whose family has 
never been tainted by the admixture of any inferior race, 
the pure “ blue blood” of India, possesses immense privi- 
leges ; and it is w^ell for his countrymen that the number of 
his equals is so limited. Of these privileges, the most known, 
and (socially) the most iniquitous, is, that the Kulins can marry 
any number of wives they please, without the expense of main- 
taining them : and the father of the twentieth bride is equally 
bound with the father of the first to pay a dowry to the noble 
bridegroom. 

2. The Bhangas. Literally * the broken,’ so styled from 
being the children of a Kulin, who has married the daughter of 
an inferior Brahmin, and thus broken his kul, or line of de- 
scent. They are however nearly as honourable as the former, 
and possess the same privileges of marriage and relationship. 

0. Bangsa-fa, " of good family.” The descendants of such 
broken Kulins, as have married girls of their own caste. 

4. Srotriya. Those who are skilled in the Shastras. This 
class possesses only eight of the nine qualities appertaining to 
a Kulin — viz. good conduct, respect, learning, renown, fondness 
for pilgrimage, piety, asceticism, ability to read the Veds, and 
liberality. The Srotriyas possess no liberality. The names of 
the principal families of these four grades are Mukhap^dhyava 
(Mukerjea), Bandapddhyaya (Banerjea), Chattapadhyaya (Chat- 
lerjea), Gangapddhyaya (Ganguli), and Ghosal. 

II. The Barendras, or Brahmins of Bareqdra, are also 
named from the district, and, in [ike manner, subdivided into 
four grades, similar to the former ones, but under somewhat 
difierent names. The family appellations most common are 
Maitra, Rudra, Sandel, Lahuri, Bhkduri. 

III. The Saptasatis, or original Brahmins of Bengal. These 
are now denominated Vatdl/cs, literally, those skilled in the 
learning of the Vedas, an accomplishment however to which 
they cannot now lay claim. • They are also subdivided into two 
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grades, the Pasch-atya, or western, and Dakshin-atya, or south- 
ern, each of which is, for all social purposes, a separate caste. 

The Kshetriyas. . 

4ffiP^warrior caste. Of this great caste no representative exists 
in Bengal, as the few who claim that honour, though called 
Kshetriyas, are not allowed by the pandits to be of pure descent.^ 

Vaisyas. 

The merchants. Of this caste there are none in Bengal. 
SUDRAS. 

The best pandits, and especially those who are skilled in 
genealogical learning — the Indian Burkes and Debretts — declare 
that there exist no families of genuine Sudras in Bengal, as 
they have all become corrupted by intermixtures. By that uni- 
versal system of forbearance, however, without which the res- 
traints of caste would be intolerable, the name of Sudra is 
accorded to them, and the various Sreni take rank, as though 
they really belonged to the fourth class. 

Among the Sudras, the Kayasthas are decidedly the first 
in point of rank, not only from their superiority of birth, 
but from the eminence, which many of their memhers have 
attained. It has been a custom among them, for a consider- 
able period, to allow their children to remain under tuition 
longer than is usual among Hindus, and hence the saying 
has almost become a proverb, that when we see a Kayastha, 
we see a clever man. The Kulin, or more aristocratic, Kayasthas 
are divided into two branches, the Uthar and Dakshin Barhi, 
or northern and southern divisions, the names of whose prin- 
cipal families are Mitra, Basu, and Ghosh : the Bangsaja Kayas- 
thas are also of the first rank, but the only name of eminence 
among them is Guha. 

The ordinary Kayasthas are nearly as honourable as the 
Kulin Kayasthas ; while the names of their most numerous 
families, De, Dutt, Singh, Palit, Dhar and Kar, are all well 
known in literature and science. Kajnarayiin Mitra, a Kayastha 
gentleman, has published one of the best anti(][uarian works 
ever composed by a Hindu, to prove that his tribe are descended 
from the Kshetriya, and have^therefore a right to the Paita ; but 
the claim is disallowed, though supported by several of the 
pandits of Nuddea. The following list contains most of the 
principal subdivisions of the Sudras. . 

The Aguris and Mahksyas are not numerous ; and the same 
may be said of the Kanakas. 

• The Bc^ah of Burdwan is very generally allowed to be a Kshetriya. 
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Shutas. These are chiefly coachmen and grooms ; but Brah- 
mins are allowed to visit their houses, and eat fruit and water at 
their hands. 

Malakar, This grade derives its name from the ^^trland s, 
or nidlas of flowers, which are hung about the necks^RIShe 
Gods and Brahmins on festival days. The occupation is con- 
sidered not only honourable but meritorious, and must not be 
confounded with that of the ordinary Mali, or gardener. Brah- 
mins eat fruit in their housfs. 

The Nabasak. This division, though nominally consisting 
of nine Sre/fi, contains in reality fourteep, all honourable, and 
in whose houses Brahmins can sit and eat fruit. Though all 
belonging to one great division, they are totally interdicted from 
inter-marriage, or any other form of social equality. 

Karmmakar. Ironworkers. This is one of those castes, the 
greater part of . whose members have adhered to their original 
trade. 

Tilt. Spice-sellers. They employ themselves however in all 
kinds of professions, and number many rich men among their 
ranks. 

Tantrabaya, or Tanti. Weavers. Many have abandoned this 
em])loyment, and are found in all kinds of trades. 

Kumbhakar. Potters. 

Mali. These are the ordinary gardeners ; but the trade is fol- 
lowed by almost all grades of husbandmen. 

Gan DH aba NIK. Perfumers. 

Kangsakar. Braziers. 

Satgop. Husbandmen. 

Tambali. Chiefly Bazar men, sellers of pan and betel. 

Barui. Preparers of pan and betel. 

Napit. Barbers. 

Maira. Confectioners, or sweetmeat makers. These are a 
most important clas^of men, as every Bengali, young and old, is 
only limited in his consumption of sweetmeats by the length 
of his purse. 

Goala, or Gopa. Herdsmen. 

The following are those castes, into whose house no Brahmin 
of character will enter ; but they may still be servants in the 
houses of the priests. 

Dhoba. Washermen. These are so degraded that they can- 
not even perform the meanest offices for the priests. 

Teli. Oil pressers. Equally low. 

Hart, These even sell pigs, and are, par consequence^ con- 
sidered on a level with the animals, in which they trade ; they 
are chiefly cooks among Europeans. * 

Mdchi. Shoemakers. So deeply is leather abhorred among 
the Hindus, that the more orthodox always wear their slip- . 
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pers down at heel to escape the profanation of touching them. 
Tl)e shoemaker is therefore the lowest of all castes, save the 

Doms, who are scavengers and basket-makers ; as also are the 
D oklas^ 

iilli^SHANDAi.s, or Outcasts, are held to be tlie lees of Hin- 
duism, .wretched beings, whom it is pollution for a Brahmin 
even to look at, much less to touch. The bare contact of their 
garments compels the Brahmin, and the other two higlier 
castes, to wash themselves in the rifer.* 


• The popular belief is tl^t the Sudras are divided iuto thirt 5 '-six castes ; and the 
following list, differing in some respects from that in the text, has been kindly fur- 
nished to U3 by a young native Christian. It is compiled and arranged by himself. 

A GENERAL VIEW OF THE THIRTY SIX CLASSES OF THE VARN A-8AN KARS. 


No. 


Names. 


Profession. 


1 

2 

3 


4 


5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

U 

15 

19 

17 

IS 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 
29 

27 

29 

29 

30 
81 
32 

• 33 

34 

35 

36 


Baidya . 
Kayastha 

Gopa ... 


Banik. 


Sbaniakar . . 
Kannakar. . . 
M^lakar . . . . , 
Pramdnik . . 
Tantubaya. . 

Maduk 

A’guri 

Sutradhar , . , 
Tili 

Kaibarttya. . . 



Barui 

Soundik. ... 

KumAr 

Tambali .... 

Tell 

Rajak 

Baiti 

Dom 

Choi-makfir. . 

Dhfiyod 

B&gdi 

Bddiya 

CbAs&dhoba 
Chunari .... 

Dale 

Podh 

Kordr 

Bhdt 

A’chAriya . . 

H4ri 

ChaudAl .... 


1 Sata 

2 Pallava .. 

1 Gandba . . 

2 Kayangsa 

3 Sankha .. 

4 Sliarna. , , 
.5 A’garoala 


5 1 Ch&si . 
}2 Dhibar 


I Miichi 

i 2 Charmakar (proper) 


j 1 TeinliA.... 
1 2 Kushmetia 


} 


Medicine. 

Writer caste. 

Husbandry. 

Dairy. 

Spioery. 

Brazier. 

Dealer in^Sliells. 

Banker. 

Jeweller. 

Goldsmith. 

Blacksmith. 

Florist 

Barber. 

Weaver. 

Confectioner. 

Husbandman. 

Carpenter. 

Spiceseller. 

Husbandman. 

Fisbennau. 

Dealer in cloth. 

Ditto in betel nut, &c. 
Distiller^of spirits. 

Potter. 

Spiceseller. 

Oilman. 

Washerman. 

Maker ’of mats. 

Ditto of baskets. 
Shoe-maker. 

Dealer in leather. 
Fisherman. 

MenitU servants. 

Seller of medicinal plants. 
Dealer in rice, 4co. 

Maker of lime. 
Palki-bearer, &c. 
Day-laborer. 

Tank-digger. 

Attendant on sacrifices. 
Ditto ditto. 

Undertaker, &c. 

Outcast, 
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It is so impossible for a European to become perfectly ac- 
quainted with all the mysteries of castes, that the foregoing 
list may contain a few inaccuracies ; but it will be found to err 
rather in its omissions, than commissions. When i ^ con si- 
dered that in each of these castes there is a multitude^i^b- 
divisions ; that each ramification has some customs peculiar to 
itself, of which every infraction is a breach of the laws of caste ; 
and that a great portion of the litigious spirit of a litigious race 
is spent upon these quarrels ; we obtain a great clue to the 
source of Brahminical influence.* 

It is well known that this influence is still very powerful, and 
that it operates as a formidable check to national improvement; 
but one of the many subjects upon which Europeans, who have 
written upon Indian customs, are apparently in the dark, is the 
nature of the process, by which the Brahmin exercises that por- 
tion of direct authority, which belongs to him, and which consti- 
tutes the ultimate basis of his ecclesiastical power. Let us suppose 
any man in ordinary circumstances to commit an ofi’ence against 
the laws of caste, which renders him impure, without absolutely 
severing him from Hinduism ; let us suppose, for instance, a 
Kayaslha detected eating pig’s flesh : the circumstance comes 
to the ears of the Brahmins through some party intimate 
with the offender ; and the case is at once subjected to the 
most rigorous scrutiny. The delinquent will probably make 
the most solemn asseverations of innocence, and call all the 
Gods to witness, that he was, at the time, performing puja : but 
all this goes for little in Bengal at any time, and, in matters of 
caste, a man’s word is considered as absolutely valueless. The 
Brahmins, having satisfied themselves of the truth of the 
charge, at once publish it abroad, and prescribe a form of Pray^ 
aschiira, or purification, adapted to the degree of the crime 
committed. This purification involves, not only an expendi- 
ture, that in many cases reduces the offender to hopeless poverty, 
but also a number of difficult and disgusting ceremonies. It 
sometimes happens therefore that he resists ; and he is then 
declared abyabaharjya, an outcast. The effect of this sentence 
far surpasses that of the terrible Romanist excommunication. 
The man remains in his own house solitary. No man, but 
the vilest of the populace, will enter it : none will address him, 

• Upon the subject of breaking caste we must say one word. We have frequently 
been amused by hearing servants complain to their mistress, that such and such an 
act would break their caste; and the said story, very often, implicitly credited. For 
instance, we have seen a bearer refuse to remove a cup of tea, upon the plea of caste. 
The fact is that no cause on earth can break a man’s caste, except eating with an 
infidel, or eating cow’s flesh. The minor breaches may all be made up for by rupees, 
and, as for those alleged by servants to escape work, they are almost all lies; or at 
best such disgrace is incurred, as an English butler would experience, if he were to 
sweep the floor. In Calcutta even the major breach is of little moment. We have 
known cases of young men coming to a missionary for baptism, sleeping, eating, and 
drinking with native converts; — and received hack, without question or scruple. 
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unless compelled by absolute necessity ; his relatives, who have 
resided in bis house perhaps for twenty years, abandon it ; and 
even the females of his family, who are unable to depart, over- 
whelm lum with reproaches. Should any one, influenced by 
tbjpim^of gold, frequent his dwelling, he also must perform a 
Prayaschitra. Add to this the torment of his own conscience,* 
and we may easily conceive, that it is impossible for the 
haughtiest spirit to hold out for more than a month. At the 
end of that time, the oftender generally sends for his Purohit, or 
Brahminical Father Confessor, and declares his intention of 
submitting to the Prayaschitra, It is seldom that matters pro- 
ceed as far as this : but every man is well ‘aware, that this terrible 
sentence may be pronounced on the refractory. Towards the 
Brahmin, as towards the Sudra, these rules are equally strict ; 
but the Brahmin is in general more heavily punished for his 
offence. Thus, if a Sudra becomes intoxicated, he is repri- 
manded ; but, if a Brahmin is guilty of the same offence, he 
must perform the ceremony of purification for a whole year, by 
macerating his body, by alms-giving, and by fasting. The 
maceration consists in sleeping, and sitting, always on the bare 
ground, and in wearing coarse or heavy clothing ; while fasting, 
he may eat only just sufficient to support life; and his alms- 
giving must not be less than Rs. 300, f The only advantage, 
which the Brahmin has over the Sudra, is the greater diflSculty 
of procuring evidence against him, and the probability that 
the funds, necessary for his alms giving, will be supplied by 
some Sudra Baboo. 

Of the work performed by the modern Brahmins, and the 
duties which they most affect, it is almost impossible to obtain 
any correct account. They may be found in the army, in trade, 
and in almost every profession connected with the use of the 
plough. A great number still adhere to their original trade of 
beggary ; and a still greater serve as Purohits in the houses of 
the middle and wealthy classes. The office of the Purohit is a 
compound of that of a secretary and a confessor. He performs 
almost all business for his protector, writes all his letters, and 
prescribes all his necessary worship. Generally well paid, he is 
always much reverenced : and we may safely say, that, through- 
out Bengal, there is no body of men, who possess the powers 
of the Brahmin Purohits. 

• We do not mean to assert that this is very great. The feeling of utter solitari- 
ness, and tl»e influence of a creed, which he has obeyed (at least outwardly) for the 
greater part of his life, produce a sensation much resembling that which we have des- 
cribed. It is the impossibility of producing this perfect isolation, which, as we have 
before observed, so much weakens the authority of the Brahmins in the great cities* 

f We are exceedingly sorry to hear that the rapid increase of drunkenness has com- 
pelled the Brahmins to suspend this regulation ; and that the intoxicated priest now 
escapes with only a reprimand. 
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Art. hi . — The Oriental Astronomer ; — being a complete system 

of Hindu Astronomy, accompanied with a translation and 

numerous explanatory notes. With an appendix, ^[affn a. 

1848. 

The subject of the Hindu Astronomy is one, ’which, both on 
the ground of its intrinsic importance, and on account of the 
many curious questions that have originated in connexion with 
the study of it by the Western philosophers, claimed a promi- 
nent place in our pages. The claim was allowed ; and it was 
one of the earliest subjects that we thought proper to bring 
to the notice of our readers, in the days when the Calcutta 
Review was very young — animostis infans. (See vol. I, p. 267). 
In the article to which we now refer, we treated the subject, 
and various questions connected with it, at considerable length ; 
and our present purpose is not to go afresh over the ground 
that we then traversed, or to renew the discussion of any of 
the disputable matters, that we then either considered at length, 
or barely hinted at ; — but simply, and bond fide, to give a no- 
tice, and not a very long one, of the volume now before us. 

The Oriental Astronomer — our typographical resources do 
not enable us .to present the alternative title in the Tamil lan- 
guage — is a work, or more properly a collection of works, in 
Tamil, with an English translation and numerous explana- 
tory and corrective notes, by the Eev. H. R. Hoisington, 
an American Missionary, who has long been at the head of an 
important Educational Institution, established at Batticotta in 
Ceylon. The work has been prepared for the use of the stu- 
dents in that institution ; and, at the outset of this notice, we 
cannot but congratulate them on the privilege they enjoy 
— of being directed in the study of this important science by 
so capable an instructor, as Mr. Hoisington’s annotations in 
the volume before us evince him to be. One of the very ques- 
tions, as we remember, that we considered in the course of the 
article to which we have just referred, was the suitableness 
of native works on astronomy to occupy the place of text-books 
in the educational establishments designed for the education of 
native youth. We shall, however, strenuously adhere to the 
promise we have made, and not re-open that question on the 
present occasion. In fact it does not legitimately come before 
us at present, as Mr. Hoisington's object, as stated by himself, 
is a very different one from the system advocated by Mr. L. 
Wilkinson, which we then controverted. The purpose of the 
present volume is not to serve as a text-book, to the super- 
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cession of European treatises ; but to furnish those 'who have 
made good proficiency in the European system, with the means 
of instituting a comparison between that system and the native 
ong^i^his we reckon not only a legitimate object, but a highly 
desirible one. 

But, apart altogether from the merits of the work as an 
educational manual, and from any consideration of the place 
that its study should occupy in an academical course, we feel 
it due to Mr. Hoisington to express our cordial thanks, in 
which we are sure that many who take an interest in the study of 
a highly important subject, will as cordially concur, for the 
achievement of a laborious task. We cannot but think that he 
has laid the scientific world under no small obligation, by ren- 
dering accessible one of a class of works, that have been hitherto 
almost unknown; and by presenting in so clear a form the merits 
and demerits of a system, that has been extravagantly lauded 
on the one hand, and unduly depreciated on the other, by those 
who had not the means of estimating it aright. Mr. Hoising- 
ton has well merited a place in the honorable list of those, who, 
having come to India for the purpose of proclaiming the blessed 
gospel, and elevating the minds of the people of the land, 
have done much to diffuse, amongst their own countrymen, cor- 
rect and important information respecting the people amongst 
whom it has been their lot to labour, their religions, their lan- 
guages, their customs, their history, and their sciences. 

The volume before us consists of four parts; — 1. An in- 
troduction, in Tamil and English. 2. A treatise on Astro- 
nomy, according to the system of Ullamudian, with an Eng- 
lish version. The epoch of the treatise is A. D. 1234. 3. 

A modern treatise on Eclipses, by a native astronomer, with 
an English translation. 4. An appendix, containing certain 
tables, astronomical problems, and a glossary of Hindu astro- 
nomical terms. We cannot do better than take a cursory re- 
view of these parts in their order, briefly noticing any thing 
that strikes us as meriting attention. And, at the outset, we must 
80 far violate editorial etiquette as to confess ignorance — total 
ignorance, of the Tamil language. It is with the translation 
only that we can occupy ourselves ; and we shall take for grant- 
ed, as in such a case we may pretty safely do, that, when any 
passage in the translation contains se»se, it is the sense of the 
original. 

The introduction is chiefly historical ; and contains a very 
brief notice, abridged from Bentley, of the various Eras in 
Hindu Astronomy. Although we agree in the main with Mr. 
Bentley, as to the comparatively recent date of this branch of 
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Oriental Science, and the utter groundlessness of the pretensions, 
advanced on behalf of the Hindu treatises and tables, to a remote 
antiquity; yet we do not feel our sympathies quite going along 
with Mr. Hoisington, when he states didactically, as^ifthey 
were unquestioned and unquestionable verities, the conclWWlte 
which Bentley deduces from most ingenious, and generally 
very convincing, reasonings. We would not have recommend- 
ed that, in such a work, matters should have been intro- 
duced controversially ; but we think that the actual state of 
our knowledge of the subject scarcely warrants so dogmati- 
cal a statement of various chronological matters, as Mr. Hoi- 
sington has made. 

We shall refer to one passage in the sketch of the history of 
the Hindu astronomy, which will at once illustrate our mean- 
ing, as to the too dogmatical character of the statements, and 
will give us an opportunity of pointing out what we conceive 
to be a misapprehension, on Mr. Hoisington’s part, of Mr. 
Bentley s meaning. We shall first give at length the passage 
from Bentley, and make a few remarks upon it ; and then we 
shall give Mr. Hoisington’s abstract of it, and make a few more 
remarks upon it. 

The passage in Bentley is as follows: — 

“ Early in this period, that is to say, about the year A. D. 

' 51, Christianity was preached in India by St. Thomas. This 
‘ circumstance introduced new light into India, in respect of the 
‘ history and opinions of the people of the West, and concern- 
‘ ing the time of the Creation, in which the Hindus found they 
* were far behind in point of antiquity, (their account of the Crea- 
‘ tion going back only to the year 2352, B. C. which was the 
' year of the Mosaic flood) ; and that therefore they would be 
‘ considered a modern people in respect of the rest of the world. 
To avoid this imputation, and to make the world believe they 
were the most ancient people on the face of the earth, they 
resolved to change the time of the creation, and carry it back 
to the year 4225, B. C. — thereby making it older than the 
‘ Mosaic account, and making it appear, by means of false liis- 
tory written on purpose, that all men sprang from them. But 
to give the whole the appearance of reality, they divided 
the Hindu history into other periods, carrying the first of 
them back to the autumnal equinox in the year 4226, B. C. 
‘ These periods they called Manwantaras, or patriarchal periods, 
and fixed the dates of their respective commencements by tbe 
computed conjunctions of Saturn with the Sun, in the same 
manner as those of the former ages, already given, were fixed 
by the conjunctions of Jupiter and the Sun. This, no doubt. 
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x^as done ^ith a view of making the Tvorld believe, that such 
conjunctions were noticed by the people, v^ho lived in the 
respective periods ; and therefore might be considered as real, 
genuine, and indisputable periods of history, founded on actual 
^Observations. 

" The following table contains the periods, with their respec- 
tive dates of commencement, &c. 


Patriarch- 
al Periods, 
or Man- 
wantaras. 

Bates. 

Moon's age. 

Errors in the 
Tables used. 

Ist 

25th Oct. 4225 B. C. 

9th Tithiof Aswin .... 

30° 

58' 

42"— 

2nd 

I3th Nov. 3841 „ 

12 th 

do. ofKartik.... 

28 

12 

17 — 

8rd 

11th Apr. 3358 „ 

3rd 

do. of Chaitra... 

24 

43 

14 — 

4th 

29th Aug. 2877 „ 

3rd 

do. of Bbadra... 

21 

14 

38 — 

6th 

25th Mar. 2388 „ 

30th 

do. of Falgim... 

17 

42 

65 — 

6th 

23rd Deo, 2043 „ 

lltb 

do. of Paush 

15 

13 

6 — 

7th 

2nd July 1528 ,, 

loth 

do. ofAshadh... 

11 

30 

8 — 

8th 

8th Jan. 1040 „ 

7 th 

do. of Magh .... 

7 

58 

22 — 

9th 

28th July 555 „ 

23rd 

do. ofSraban.... 

4 

28 

28 — 

Do. ended. 

23rd June 31 A, D. 

15th 

do. ofAsadba... 

0 

13 

34 — 


The mean annual motion of^Satiirn was 0* 22®* 14' 48,'" 

* and the error in the mean annual motion = 20" -|- ; therefore 
‘ the year, in which there would bo no error in the position of 
‘ Saturn, would be A. D. 64 ; shewing the time when this division 
‘ of the Hindu history was invented.” 

We have various remarks to make upon this extract. First of 
all, we do not reckon it an ascertained point that the Apostle 
Thomas was ever in India. It is certain that the gospel was 
preached in India at an early period by one Thomas ; but it 
is not certain, that that period was the first century, or that that 
Thomas was the Apostle. 1*0 us it appears, that the preponde- 
rance of evidence is in favor of another Thomas, a Nestorian 
of the fifth century. And then, supposing the fact to be as 
stated, and that the extension of the Hindu chronology was made 
for the purpose indicated, is it at all likely that the Hindus 
would have been contented with extending it only two centuries 
beyond the period assigned by the Mosaic* account to the 
creation ? Would it not have been much more in accordance 
with Hindu usage, to have thrown it back to an overwhelm- 
ingly remote period, as, according to Mr. Bentley's own shew- 
ing, was done five centuries later, when, he says, “ the Creation 
was thrown back 1972947101 years before the Christian era?” 


So in Bentley ; m misprint for 12?. 
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Now let us turn to Mr. Hoisington's abstraot of the above 
passage. It is as follows : — 

‘‘ ‘ About A. D. 51, Christianity was preached in India by 

* St. Thomas. This gave rise to the periods called ^^wan• 

* taras, or patriarchal periods ; the dates of their rel|Mliir6 
‘ commencements being fixed by the computed conjunction of 

* Saturn with the Sun, in the same manner as those of the 
‘ four ages given above were fixed by the conjunction of 
‘ Jupiter and the Sun. 

This was done in order to extend the numbers in the Hindu 
‘ chronology beyond those of the Christian.” 

Now this abstract is liable to both the exceptions that we 
have taken to the passage from which it is abstracted, and to 
one or two more. Be the reason of the extension of the 
Hindu Chronology what it might, Bentley gives a reason — 
which can scarcely fail (his data being admitted) to commend 
itself to all who are capable of appreciating such evidence, — 
for believing that the extension took place at the period stated, 
viz. near the beginning of the latter half of the "first cen- 
tury. The only uncertainty is as to the correctness of the 
estimate of Saturn’s mean annual motion. We question whe- 
ther, even now, it is so accurately ascertained as to serve as the 
basis of so delicate an argument. But as Mr. Hoisington states 
the matter, we have nothing for it but a bare assertion. It 
would no doubt have extended his introduction too far had he 
given a full statement of the reasons on which his historical 
assertions are based ; but he might at least have introduced 
them with such a phrase as — “ There is good reason to be- 
lieve,” — or “ Mr. Bentley has shewn,” — or words to the same 
effect. 

We suspect also that Mr. Hoisington has considerably mis- 
apprehended Mr. Bentley’s meaning. At all events, he has 
stated the matter so that all bis readers, who do not refer to 
Bentley’s work for themselves, will certainly misapprehend it. 
Mr. Bentley states, that the Hindu Chronology was extended 
in order to evince that the Hindus existed as a people, and had 
a history, before the period assigned to the Creation by the 
Mosaic chronology ; and that, this extension being made, the 
Astronomers determined the commencement of nine epochs, 
by calculating the times of certain conjunctions of Saturn with 
the Sun. But, as Mr. Hoisington states it, it would appear 
that the substitution of Saturn for Jupiter was made with the 
view of effecting this extension : as if the Synodic period of 
Saturn, or the time between two of his conjunctions with the 
Sun, were longer than that of Jupiter, whereas it is in reality 
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shorter, in the proportion of 378 to 399. Probably howerer, 
this may be an inadvertence, not an inaccuracy ; and we are sure 
that, if our present notice should fall into Mr. Hoisington's 
ha nds, will regard as a kindness our pointing it out. 

dwelt at greater length than we intended upon the 
Introduction to the volume, which occupies only 19 pages in 
both Tamil and English. It is therefore full time that we 
should proceed to notice the next department of the work,— 
the Parakitham,’ or system of Hindu Astronomy. 

As the main object of the Hindu Astronomy was the rectifi- 
cation of the Calendar, and the ascertainment of chronological 
epochs, the present work, as might be expected, sets out with 
rules for the calculation of various periods of time ; and indeed 
this seems to be the main object that has been in the author’s 
mind throughout. There is an apparent inconsistency in the 
second and third problems, of which not only the third assumes 
the result of the second to be known, but the second seems in 
like manner to proceed upon the result of the third. Thus the 
second teaches to find what year of the Sulivakana era " any 
given year is ; and the rule is to multiply by sixty the num- 
ber of “ cycles of sixty years,” passed from the introduction 
of that cycle, to add the number expressing the given year’s 
place in the current cycle of sixty ; and then to add 349, the 
year of the Salivakana era corresponding to the introduction 
of the cycle of sixty. Thus the present year 1850 is the forty- 
third year of the twenty-fourth cycle of sixty. Hence its 
place in the Salivakana era is 23x00+43-1-349=1772. By 
the converse process, the place of a given year in the current 
cycle appears to be found from its place in the Salivakana 
reckoning. But this, as we have stated, is not the case. The 
third problem is not merely the converse of the second ; for 
the cycle of sixty” years, spoken of in the third, differs very 
materially from “ the cycle of sixty” years spoken of in the second. 
That employed in the second is a cycle of sixty solar year com- 
mencing with A. D. 427, or the 349th year of the Salivakana 
period : while that spoken of in the second is a cycle of sixty 
mean periods of Jupiter a remaining in a sign of the Zodiac y 
(or sixty twelfth-parts of his revolution) commencing two years, 
three months and thirteen days before the Salivakana era, or 
A. D. 78. We know not whether in the original these two cycles 
are.called by precisely the same name. The translator, in a note, 
furnishes us with a hint of the difference ; but so obscurely ex- * 
pressed, that it required no small expenditure of thought to enable 
us to reconcile what seemed so glaring an inconsistency at the 
very outset of the system. It is well worthy of remark, that these 



ORIENTAL ASTRONOMY. 


71 


yearSy (or rather twelfth-parts of Jovian years) are taken, as 
implied in the technical rule, to be to Solar years as 1875 to 
1897 ; in other words, 1897 of these are equal to 1875 Solar 
years. Now, taking the Solar year at 365 J days, thi^i makes 
Jupiter s revolution be performed in 4,832.2 days nearly^\ilili|fis 
Laplace gives it at 4,332.6 a fort peu pres. This, it must be 
acknowledged, is a tolerable approximation to correctness on 
the part of the Hindu Astronomers, and creditable to them 
withal, when we consider the paucity of instrumental aids that 
they enjoyed in the ascertainment. 

We are next instructed to ascertain the place that we 
have reached in the Kuli Yuga, which dates from 3179 be- 
fore the Salivakanay or from B. C. 3101. Here also we 
have an opportunity afforded us of testing the accuracy of the 
Hindu determinations. We are directed to reduce years into 
days by multiplying the number of years by 1,416,106, and 
dividing the result by 3,877. This gives us the length of the 
year = days = 365rf. 64. \lm. 47j.<f. Now as the 

Hindu year is determined by the entrance of the Sun into a 
Sidereal Sign, we must compare this, not with the tropical, but 
with the Sidereal year, the length of which, as given by Laplace, 
is 366o?. 64. 9w. llj^. nearly. Hence, supposing the most 
accurate European determination to be correct, the Hindu errs 
by ^m. 36«. in excess. Another method makes 576 years equal 
to 210,389 days; but this is less accurate than the preceding, 
and is probably meant only as a rough approximation. It 
should be stated, however, that the Sidereal year is subject to 
a very small secular variation, so that it may have been some- 
what longer in 3101 B. C. than at present. 

The next subject is the method of finding the moon's true 
longitude for any given day. As this is a very fair specimen 
of the Hindu methods of proceeding, we shall explain it at 
length ; and this, we believe, will be best accomplished by means 
of an example. Let it be required then to find the moon’s true 
longitude for the two millionth day of the Kali Yuga. It is 
first assumed that the moon’s mean motion in longitude is 13° 
10^ 36" per day, and that the mean daily motion in longitude of 
her apogee is 6' 41" ; the difference of these == 13° 3' 54", is 
the mean daily motion of the moon from her apogee. Now it 
is assumed that, at the instant of the Kali Yuga, the moon 
was in the first point of Aries, and that her apogee was in longi- 
•tude 6'. 29° 43'. The next assumption is, that, after a period 
of 1,565,411 days, the moon and her apogee return to the same 
position with reference to each other and the ecliptic. Conse- 
quently, at the end of this period, we have the longitudes of the 
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moon and apogee preoieely the same as at the beginning. We 
have therefore now only to find the change of longitude in 
(2,000,000 — 1,565,411 =) 484,589 days. Next, we find that, at 
the rae» daily rate of motion of the moon and her ^ogee, the 
a period of 3,031 days passes over 110 complete revo- 
lutions, and 11* 7® 38' 5" ; and that, during the same period, the 
apogee passes over IP 7° 37' IT'. They therefore, at the end of 
this period, come within 54" of the same relative position, which 
they occupied at the beginning. Now this small difference may 
be neglected, and we may consider that they return to the same 
relative position at the end of each successive period of 3,031 
days. In 434,589 days there are contained 143 such periods, 
and 1,156 days over. Consequently, 1,156 days before the two 
millionth day of the Kali Yuga, the relative positions of the 
moon and her apogee were the same as at the beginning of 
the Kali Yuga ; although their actual position differed by up- 
wards of 1I^ Once more, we find that in 248 days the moon 
goes through 9 complete revolutions, and 27° 44' 40", while her 
apogee passes over 27° 37' 28". These differ by 7' 12",— -a con- 
siderable difference certainly; — but this is neglected, and we 
consider that the moon and her apogee return to the same 
relative position, after each successive period of 248 days. In 
1,150 days there are contained four such periods, and 164 days 
more. Hence we conclude that, 164 days before the given 
day, the moon was at the same distance in longitude from her 
apogee that she was at the beginning of the Kali Yuga. Now 
we have a table giving the true motion in longitude of the 
moon in any number of days up to 248— her mean motion 
corrected by the equation of her centre. Referring to this 
table, we find that in 164 days the moon gains 2° 25' of longi- 
tude. As the difference of "^longitude at the Kali Yuga was 
6' 29° 43', wo have the actual distance of the moon at the two 
millionth day thereafter, from the apogee at the (2,000,000 — 
164 =) 1,990,810th day = 6' 27° 18', the moon being by that 
amount behind its apogee. We have now to find the actual 
longitude. Now the longitude of the apogee at the Kali Yuga, 
and at the 1,565,411th day thereafter, was 6* 29° 43'. In 3,031 
days the apogee advances IP 7° 38' 5" of longitude; multiplying 
this by J43, and rejecting the complete revolutions, we get an 
advance of the longitude of the apogee of P IP 46'. Again, 
in 248 days the apogee is supposed to advance 27® 44' 40" ; 
and consequently in four such periods it advances 3* 20® 58j^ 
40 . These three quantities added together will give the longi- 
tude of the apogee 164 days before the two millionth day of the 
Kali Yuga; thus, 6* 29° 43' -I- P 11° 46' + 8* 20° 59' « (re- 
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jectitig a complete circle) 0* 2^ 28'. From this we have now 
to subtract C' 27° 1S\ above found ; and the result is 5* 6° 10', 
tlie true longitude of the moon on the given day. Although the 
process seems tedious, when thus explained in detail, %kjs in 
reality very short in practice. 

The question naturally suggests itself, what is the use of 
making so many successive rejections of complete periods, since 
it would evidently be a much neater operation to calculate the 
motion at once, l3y multiplying the mean daily motion by the 
number of days elapsed ? But the periods rejected serve the 
purpose of corrections; inasmuch as it appears from the exam- 
ple, that the first and third periods differ from the numbers that 
would be deduced from the assumed rates. 

We may notice, in passing, the following estimates of various 
important elements in the moon’s revolution, comparing them 
with the European determinations of the same quantities. 

Clhimiidian. | Laplace. 

Moon’s Anomalistic period 27d. \oh. 18m. 8s.’ 27d. 13/t. 18m. 49s. 

Tropical revolution. .*27d. 7/i. 43m. Cs.l 27d. 7/t. 43m. Us. 

Revolution of Apsides ...3‘^31d. 6m. 5s.! 323‘^d.l3/t.48)n. 63s.* 

Greatest equation of centre 5°3' 1 0°17'54" 

The latter column of the table wo have calculated from the 
data furnished in Laplace’s Sp.sth?te du motidc. It has been 
ascertained that the .moon moves more rapidly now tlian she 
did formerly — the acceleration amounting to nearly 11 seconds 
in a century. At this rate the Hindu tables are very considerably 
in error. ^ It is to Lagrange that we owe tlie important know- 
ledge that this acceleration is secular, and tliat it will ere long 
reach its maximum. As to the third item in tho above tabh% 
we have deduced the Hindu estimate of it from the mean daily 
rate of the motion of the moon’s aj)ogce (G' 41") : but we have 
already stated that various corrections are introduced ; and in a 
subsequent part of the work, ^ve find these corrections compre- 
hended in a single one, the application of which makes tlie 
revolution of the Apsides to be accomplished in 8282d. 134. 48;n. 

; differing from Laplace’s estimate by only twenty-four 
seconds. • There is a large error in the maximum equation 
of the moon’s centre, which will affect all the equations, and 
will render the determination of the moon’s place erroneous, at all 
times, except at apogee and perigee. This will of course render 
tlie determination of eclipses erroneous, excepting when they 


• Sir J. Ilersrhell makes it 3*2a*l<l. 
estimate of the Hitulns. 


131). 48in. 293 — agreeing exactly with tl)e 
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occur very near the apogee or perigee of the moon. This error 
proceeds from under-estimating the eccentricity of the moon's 
orhit. 

W^^ave next rules and tables for determining the longi- 
liillfWof the sun and the planets, corresponding with those 
that we have spoken of for the moon. As the principles of all 
these are identical, it is not necessary to say aught about them. 
We shall only state a few of the elements assumed. The greatest 
equation of the sun’s centre is taken at 2° 1 0^' : at the beginning 
of the present century it was 1° 55' 16". It diminishes at the 
rate of about 17" in a century ; eo that it would correspond with 
the Hindu estimate about 50 centuries ago. But it were too 
rash to conclude that this is the period when the equation was 
ascertained ; as it is much more likely that the ascertainment 
was Dtade at a much later period, and made erroneously. The 
sidereal period of Mars is taken at 687 days ; but a correction 
is introduced of 46' of arc in 230 years, or 12" a year, which 
will reduce it by a very minute period. Laplace gives it as 687 
days d fort peu pres. Mercury’s sidereal 2 )eriod is reduced by 
a correction to 87*9621 days, which is very accurate. The 
period of Jupiter’s revolution has been already stated, and 
compared with the corresponding period as given by Laplace. 
The periods of Venus and Saturn are also sufficiently correct. 

We must pass over all else relating to the planets, the nodes 
of the moon’s orbit, and several other subjects, and reserve 
what remains of our space for some notice of the methods 
eiven for calculating eclipses, the grand terminus ad quern of 
Hindu Astronomy. 

Tliere are three methods, given in th,e volume before us, for 
calculating an eclipse, whether of the sun or moon, 'lliey 
do not differ very widely from each other; but as the last, 
while it is essentially native in its method, is yet very 
considerably improved, in consequence of the knowledge of the 
European system that its author had j^icked up in the course 
of intercourse with individuals connected with the Batticotta 
Seminary, we shall confine our attention to it. It may be 
regarded as a very fair specimen of the mode in which Mr. 
Hoisington expects the influence of the Seminary to oiDerate, in 
stirring up its students to enquire into the reasons of the 
empiric rules contained in the native treatises, and so to dis- 
cover in what respects these are defective or erroneous, and to 
introduce the necessary improvements and corrections. The trea- 
tise, to which wo now refer, is that of which we have formerly 
spoken, as forming the third part of the volume before us. It 
is compiled by Visvanatha Sastri, son of Narayana Sastri, of 
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Batticotta, near Jaffna, Ceylon. It is for the epoch 1756 
A. D. which seems to have been the year of its author*s birth, 
although it was not actually composed until 1788 ; and seems to 
have been constantly improved, as its author acqui^^ more 
accurate information, up to the time of his death in^lil^. 
Like all other native treatises, this consists of detached rules, 
or precepts, each directing merely the performance of an arith* 
metical process, without the slightest hint of the reason why 
the process should be performed. Mr. Hoisington has, by his 
notes, generally made the matter pretty intelligible ; and we 
believe we shall do an acceptable service to some of our readers 
by sketching a detail of the process prescribed. 

The treatise consists of thirty-three of these precepts, of 
which the first twelve relate to principles common to eclipses 
of the sun and moon, fourteen to solar, and seven to lunar 
ecjipses. We shall give these jjrecepts in detail, with such 
explanations, as may seem necessary for making them intelligi- 
ble to those, who possess a moderate amount of knowledge of 
astronomical subjects. 

1. An eclipse may he expected iii those months j when the 
Sun is in or near to the sign in which Rahu or Kethii is. If, 
in those months, a conjunction of the sun and moon occur in 
the day-time, there may be a solar eclipse ; hut if an opposition 
occur at flight, there may he a lunar eclipse, 

Rahu and Kcthu are the ascending and descending nodes 
of the moon's orbit. From this precept, we see, what will ap- 
pear more clearly hereafter, that the treatise takes account only 
of eclipses visible at the place for wliicli it is composed. Euro- 
pean astronomers first ascertain whether an eclipse will occur, 
and then whether it will be visible at a given place, or, more ge- 
nerally, over what portion of the earth’s surface it will be visible. 
But the Hindus proceed strictly on the principle, De non ap- 
parentibus, ac de non existentihus, eadem est ratio, 

2. Set down the Sutta Tinam to the time of sun-rising on 
the day in which the conjunction or opposition of^the sun and 
moon occurs. From this subtract 1,774,192; the remainder 
is called Kandam. This Kandam should he considered as be* 
ginning on Monday. 

The Sutta Tinam is the number of days, hours, minutes 
<fec., from the commencement of the Kali Yuga. The 1,774,192 
is the Sutta Tinam of the epoch for which the treatise is 
composed, viz. some Monday in 1756 ; for which day the places 
of the sun, moon, and moon’s nodes are known, and from 
which their motions up to the given day are to be ascertained. 

3. Divide the K.sxiddim successively by 12,372; 8,081 ; and 
248 ; and set down the quotients, marking also their respective 
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divisors. The last remaiuder will he the Kethu Vakya, i. e. an 
(ifv/nment for ihe Piwahankn Vakya. , , ^ 

A/u/Z/p/y y/ro/Ze/^/s 

i^efs reju^ecriveZy, viz. 9*27^ 48' 10" 9 1J*7^ SI I , and 2 / 


Take tZie sum of these three results, a?id add it to 2* 1° 14' 27" 
C which is the Mala Druvaiii, or moons epoch longitude J ; and 
you obtain Sasi Druvam, i. e the lonc/itude of the moons apogee 
at the beginning of the Pancljanka Vakya. 

This is precisely the j)rocess, ^vl)ich we Itave already explain- 
ed and illustrated by an example, for finding the longitude of 
the moon's apogee for a given time ; the only difference is 
that another divisor (12,872) is introduced, but exactly on the 
same principle on which the other di\isors are used. 

4. To the Sasi Druvarn add tike f the moon s 

tabular longitude,) and ihe correction , called Maniyuthi ; tJie 
sum will be the moon's longitude. 

The Basi Druvarn, being the longitude of the moon's apogee 
for an ascertained number of days, less than 248, before the 
given time, the Attei Vakya is the progress that the moon makes 
in that number of days. The correction is for the difference 
of meridians. The result of this precept will be the moon's 
longitude, when the sun rises at the first meridian. The table 
gives the correction for the j)Iaco where the system was con- 
structed. It will not be dilficult to form a table for any other 
place, whose longitude is known. 

5. To make the correction called Senakala. 

As this correction is merclv on account of the numbers 


12,372; 8,081 ; and 248, not being striiUly accurate multiples 
of the period of the moon's anomalistic rcvoluti»)n, we need not 
give the piccept at length, nor make any remark upon it. The 
result is of course the moon's true longitude at sunrise on the 
first meridian, called Sutta Santiran. 


6. To cmlculate the Sun's longitude; 

Set down the number of months passed, and the dag of the 
month, as so many signs and degrees. From this sum subtract 
the Sankrama Nalikeis, and Vinalikeis, considering them as 
minutes and seconds, if the beginning of the month happen in 
the dag time ; but if the month begin at night, add to that sum 
the difference between these Nalikeis, &c. and sixty Nalikeis. 

Ftom the Yokyathi Vakya take the equation corresponding 
to ihe given day, and subtract it from the above result, if it 
falls within seven signs of Pisces ; hut if it he within Jive signs 
of Libra, it must be added to the same. The result obtained will 
he the sun's Pudarn, or true longitude. 

A month is the ]>eriod of the sun’s continuance in a sign ; 
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tlie number of montbs passed is the number of months passed 
jij the Kandam, The Sankrania is the precise period elapsed 
between sun-rise of the given day, and the beginning of the 
month. The Yok^at/n is a table containing the corimti^ of 
the sun's daily motion, which is to be added or sumfl^, 
according as the motion for the given day is greater or less than 
the mean motion of I"". 

7. Subtract thesinis true lonr/itude from the Sutta Santiran 
(see No. 5), and find the number of comjdete Titliis jyasscd ; 
reduce the remainder to minuieft, and multipbj them by (JO. 
Vieide this product^ by the difference of the daily motions of 
the sun and moon, and the quotient will be NaliUeis. Multiply 
the remainder by 00, and divide by the same divisor, for Vina- 
likeis. The Nadis and Vinadis, thus obtained, are called 
Prathami Nadi and Vi uadi. The difference heUveen this result 
and 00 Nalikeis, tvill be Satta Paruva Nadi and Vinadi ; i. e, 
the time of conjunction or opposition of the sun and moon. ' 

This precept requires little or no explanation. A tithi is a 
lunar day, or a thirtieth-part of a lunation. The precept 
therefore amounts simply to this; — divide the difference of the 
true longitude by the difference of motion in longitude; the 
result will be the time elapsed since last conjunction or o])posi- 
tion ; and the complement to a lunation ^Yill bo the time to 
elapse till the next. 

8. To calculate the lonyitudc of Rahu, i. e. the ascending 
node ; 

Divide the Kandam in No. 2 by 0795, and reject the quotient. 
Multiply the remainder by twelve, and divide by the same divi- 
sor ; the quotient ivill be siyns. llcdnre the remainder to 
degrees and minutes by multiplying by thirty and sixty, and 
dividing by the same divisor. Divide the same K indam by 
810, and the quotient ivill he minutes. These minutes must 
be added to the above found result. 

Take the sum of this quantity, and 1* 18° 45,' which is Rahus 
epoch longitude, and subtract it from 12' ; the remainder will 
he Rahu' s longitude for sun-rise of the given day. 

Divide by 19 the number of Nalikeis, intervening between the 
time of sun - rise and the time of conjunction or opposition ; the 
result will be minutes. Subtract these minutes from the lon- 
gitude above found; the remainder will be the longitude of 
Rahu for the instant of conjunction or opposition. 

This precept is sufficiently distinct. The period of revolu- 
tion of the moon’s nodes is assumed at 0795 days ; and a cor- 
rection is applied, which reduces it to 0702.37 ; — as thus, a being 
any number of days, ^Yc Lave, for the number of revulu- 
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tions + 813X60x360 


= -S»- Hence we have, for the 
length of a revolution, ^ 6792.37 days. At the 

commen^ment of the present century, it was, according to La- 
p^(89?^93.30 days : but it is subject to great variation. As it is 
an important element in the determination of eclipses accord- 
ing to the present method, its erroneous estimate must con- 
siderably vitiate the results. As the motion of the nodes 
is retrograde, it is the complement of the fraction of a revolu- 
tion that is to be taken. The motion of the nodes is assumed 
to be r in 19 Nadis. H 

9. To calculate the precession of the equinoxes : — 

Divide the number of years passed in Kali Ytiga by 615, 
and the quotient will be signs. Multiply the remainder by 
thirty and sixty successively, and divide each jjroduct by the 
same divisor; the result will be degrees and minutes. 

Reduce the signs, 8^c. to Bhiija^ as usual ; and take out the 
equation from Yutta Nathi Vakya. 

This equation, raised to the higher denominatiotis, will be 
Ayana Pudam, i. e. the precession of the equinoxes. 


Yutta Nateii Vakya. 


3'’ 45'. 

Precession. 

CO 

Precession. 

o 

0 

CO 

Precessio7i. 

1 

01' 

9 

783' 

17 

1284' 

2 

1S2 

10 

859 

18 

1324 

3 

274 

11 

933 

19 

1359 

4 

362 

12 

1002 

20 

1388 

6 

450 

13 

1068 

21 

1410 

6 

637 

14 

1 120 

22 

1426 

7 

621 

15 

1185 

23 

1436 

8 

70.3 

16 

123B 

24 

1440 


Oil a comparison of the precept with the table it will be 
observed tliat the precession of the equinoxes is made to be 
(1440'=) 21^ in (016 x 3—) 1845 years. This gives the 
mean annual precession = 46. "8. 

Now it ought, according to Laplace, to be 50." 1. The error 
has been introduced, wo doubt not, in this way. The Surya 
Siddhanta prooeeded on the supposition that the Zodiacal and 
Sidereal signs coincided at the beginning of the Kali Yuga: 


• It is elsewhere explained that Bhuja means the first or third qnadrant, and 
JSW» the second or ftturth. To reduce the result, we have therefore, if it be in the 
second quadrant, to »ubtraot from 18(f ; if in the third quadrant, to subtract 180® from 
it; and, if in the fonitb quadrant, to subtract it from 360®. The table embraces a 
quadrant of the epicycle, or 1849 years, taking 8® 45' as the unit: thus 8®4d.'x^i^i=90®- 
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but this was not the case. The author of that treatise, in order 
to absorb the error, supposed the annual precession to be 64,'' 
which gave him the correct position of the equinox for his own 
epoch. Now the author of the present treatise, findir^that an 
error would accrue if he calculated the position of the%|aii|^x 
at the rate of 64," set himself to correct the rate. He must 
have assumed that the increase in precession, which he found to 
exist, had accumulated from the Kali Yuga, whereas it had jn 
reality accumulated only from the era of the Surya Siddhanta; 
accordingly he made the rate too small. 

10. To calculate Oie AscenHonal Difference ; — 

To the Suns lon^ude (No. (SJ add the precession of the 
equinoxes above founds afid ascertain whether this quantity 
falls within six signs of Aries or Libra ^ and reduce it to Bhuja, 
if it be in Kodi. 

If this reduced quantity be less than a sigUy multiply it by 
48 ; then reduce the product to the higher denomination y and 
divide by 30. The resulting quotient is called Sara Vinadi, or 
ascensional difference. 

When the reduced quantity is greater than one sigUy but less 
than twOy multiply the degrees and minutes of the same by 38, 
and find out the Sara Vinadi, as beforcy remembering to increase 
the result by 48 Vinadis. When it e.rceeds two signSy the 
degrees and minutes of the same rnust he multiplied by IG, a7id 
the result y found as before y must be added to 80 Vinadis. 

The Ascensional difference is the quantity by which the 
semi-diurnal arc of tlie Sun is greater or less than a quadrant. 
As this dej)ends upon the latitude of the place, as well as the 
Sun’s declination, the numbers given in the text are therefore 
applicable only to tlie place for which the system is constructed, 
or places of the same latitude. It is not the ascensional 
difference, but double of that quantity, that the precept directs 
us to find. 

11. For the duration of the day . — To 30 Nalikeis add the 
ascensional difference found y if the suns longitude he within six 
signs of Aries ; but subtract the samcy when it is otherwise. 
The sum, or difference, will be the duration of the day, called 
Tivamanam. 

This requires no explanation. The length of a day is equal 
to 30 Nalikeis (12 hours), increased or diminished by twice the 
ascension'kl difference, according as the sun is to the North or 
South of the equator. This confirms the correction, that we 
noticed under the preceding precept. 

12. Multiply the Sara Vinadi, found as in No. 10, by the 
true daily motions of the Sun and Moon, and divide each of the 
products twice by 60 successively. Add the last found quanti- 
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ties respect ivelf/ to the true longitudes of the Sun and Moon, 

The sums are 'called the 8ainakkrakam of the Sun and Moon. 

On reference to No. 0, it will be .seen that an element in the 

cletermi^tion of the sun's longitude is tlje Sankrama,^ 
suu-yiso to tli6 beginning ot a woiub. hi thut 
firiiole the snn-rise is considered to he at 0 o clock ; find the 
present is a correction to reduce the longitude to its value at 
actual sunfiso. 

SOLAR ECLIPSES. 

13. Take the diference beticeen the time of cojijunctio?? and 
half the duration of the dag, and with it^s an argument, take 
out the equation from the Lampitha Vakyn, and divide it -by 
00 ; the result will he Nalikeis and A^inalikeis. To the time 
of conjunctio?i apply the equation, by additiofi, or subtraction, 
according as it is in the afternoon, or forenoon. The result 
will he Larnpana Piiriivani, or the apparent time of con- 
junctiofi.^ 

The Lampitha Valtyn is a table of the moon's parallax in longi* 
tude, reduced to time ; that is, the equation, contained in the table, 
is the dififorence between the time, when the moon appears to he 
in a given longitude, and the time, when she is there. The parallax 
of the sun is neglected. The rule seems to proceed on the 
supposition that, on the day of conjunction, tlie moon is on the 
meridian at noon ; and consequently, her parallax depending 
on her altitude, tlie parallax at conjunction will be a function 
of the time of the conjunction before or after noon. 

14. Apply the same equation, as directed in the preceding 

article, to the Samakkrakam. regarding the Nalikeis as minutes, 
and the Vinalikeis as seconds. The result is called Larnpana 
Ravi, or the Sun's apparent longitude for the time of con- 
junction w 

Rather, the sun’s longitude at the time of apparent conjunc- 
tion. This is evident. Tlie Samakrakkam, being the longitude of 
tlie Sun and JVIoon at the time of actual conjunction, must be 
corrected by the amount of the parallax of the Moon, in order to 
give the longitude at the time of apparent conjunction. 

15. Take the difference between half the duration of the 
day and the time of apparent conjunction, and convert the 
remainder into degrees, d:c., by multiplying by 6, and dividing 
by 60 and 30. Subtract the result from Lampank Ravi, if 
the time of conjunction occur in the forenoon ; but, if it occur 
in the afternoon, add it to the same. The sum of this result 
and the precession of the equinoxes, is called Sayaiii Ravi ; i. e. 
the longitude of the Nonagesimal. 


* Rather, (hue of oppurent conjuuetion. — Ed. 
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The reason of this is evident. The sum, or difference, of the 
sun’s apparent longitude at a given time and his distance from 
the Nonagesimal, or intersection of the ecliptic \yith the meridian 
of the place, is of course the longitude of the Nonage^al. 

16. If the Sayan a Bavi he within 6 signs o/ A ries^l0$i^ 
it as Northern ; hut if it he within six signs of Libra, mark 
it as Southern, 

Having reduced the S&yana Ravi to Bhuja, as usual, find 
out the equation from the suns Manta Jya Vakya, and divide 
it by 7; the quotient will he Ankulas. Multiply the remainder 
by 60, and divide the^roduct by the same divisor ; the quotient 
will he Viankulas. ^These Ankulas and Viankulas are called 
the Northern, or Southern, C as the case may he) Bavi Vikshepam. 

This is the moon’s parallax in latitude, which is assumed, for 
no good reason that we can imagine, to be equal to one-se- 
venth part of the equation of the sun’s centre. 

1 7. Multiply by the quotient found in art. 13; and the 
product, divided by 60, will he minutes and seconds. Subtract 
this result from the Samakkrakam, if the time of conjunction 
he in the forenoon, hut, if it he in the afternoon, it must he 
added. The last result is called Lampana Sama Santiran ; i. e. 
the apparent longitude of the moon at conjunction. (Long, 
of ]) at app. conj.) 

This corresponds exactly with the precept No. 14, assuming 
that the moon’s motion in longitude is 13 times that of the sun. 

18. From Lampana Sama Santiran, subtract the longitude 
of Rahu, and mark the remainder as northern or southern, 
according as it is less or greater than six Signs. 

Reduce the same remainder to Bhuja, if it he in Kodi, and 
bring it to minutes. Divide these minutes by 13; the quotient 
will he Ankulas ; multiply the remainder by 60, and divide by 
^ the same divisor, and the quotient will he Viankulas. The re- 
sult is the Moons Vikshepan, or latitude, either north or south, 
according as before marked. 

This is on the supposition that the Moon’s latitude, when very 
near her node, is one* thirteenth part of her distance in longitude 
from the node. It were much more nearly correct to make it 
one-eleventh part. To find the latitude accurately requires no- 
thing more than the solution of the right angled spherical 
triangle, of which the sides are the distance of the Moon from 
her node along the orbit, the difference in longitude of the Moon 
and node, and the latitude. The first of these sides is the hypo- 
thenuse of the right angled triangle : and the angle, contained 
by the Moon’s orbit and the ecliptic, is known, beings^ 5^ 8' 
nearly, according to Laplace. Hence we have, by Napier’s rule, 

M 
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Sifi. of diff, of long.ssszian. of lat, X cot. 5® 8 ,* 
or tan. of lat.^Sin. of diff . of long, x tan 6® 8 
But, both the latitude and the difference, of longitude, being 
necessajpily so small at the time of a solar eclipse, we may consi- 
^li^ij^angent of the one and the sine of the other to be equal 
to the arcs themsel VOS ; hence we get 

lat. = difr. of long. xtan. 5° 8' = .09xdiff. of long. = ^ x diff. of 
long, nearly. 

The error of the author proceeds from under-estimating the in- 
clination of the Moon 8 orbit, and taking the sine of that inclina- 
tion instead of the tangent. He makes the inclination of the 
Moon’s orbit to the ecliptic only 4° 30', whicli is fully 38' too little. 

19. The Nitya Vikshepam is always south, being equal to 8'. 

We are indebted to the translator for the explanation of this 

precept, which otherwise we should not have been able to under- 
stand, as we do not think we have previously been told the 
meaning of the term 'Nitya Vihshepafu. With Mr. Hoisington's 
help, however, we make out that it is a correction for reducing the 
Moon’s equatoreal parallax to the parallax for the place for which 
the treatise is composed. This place being in northern latitude, 
the Moon's apparent place is always further south, than if viewed 
from the equator. It corresponds to 9° 45' North. 

20. If the three Viksheparns he of one hind, i. e., either nor- 
thern or southern, add them together; hut, if they be of different 
kinds, take their difference. The sum, or difference, found is 
called Pud a Vikshepam, being norther?i or souther ti, according 
to the quality of the greater of the Viksheparns. 

The three Viksheparns to be added (algebraically) being the 
Moon’s latitude (No. 18), the Moon’s parallax in* latitude (No. 
16), and the correction of this parallax for the place of observa- 
tion (No. 19), the result must be the Moon’s apparent latitude. 

21. Multiply the Suns true daily motion by 5, and divide the "" 
product by\% ; the quotient will be Ankulas. Multiply the remain- 
der by 60, and divide the product by the ^me divisor, for Vian- 
kulas. The result will be the Ravi Mandalarttam, i. e. the Suns 
/ipparent semi-diameter. 

As the sun’s daily motion is greatest in perigee, and least in 
apogee, and as his apparent diameter is greatest and least 
at the same times respectively, and as both the daily motion 
and the apparent diameter increase from apogee to perigee 
and decrease from perigee to apogee, it appears that the one 
of these quantities may be regarded as a function of the other. 
The average daily motion being 1®, the rule will give the mean 
semi-diameter=16f. According to Laplace, the mean diameter 
,is 82' 3'.8, or the semi-diameter?=16’ 1 
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22. Divide the moons trite daily motion hy 50 ; the quotient 
will he Ankulaa ; reduce the remainder to Viankulas. The 
result will he the Santira Mandalarttam ; i. e. the moons appa- 
rent semi-diameter. ^ 

This is precisely on the same principle with the pmWIHlIf, 
The average daily motion of the moon being 18° 10' 85", the 
rule gives the mean semi-diameter^l5' 48'. Calculating from 
the data furnished by Laplace, we make it 15' 43". 

28. The sum of the apparent semi- diameters of the sun 
and moon is called Sampatkarttam. If from this the Piida 
Vikshepam cannot he subtracted there will he no eclipse. But 
if it can, then subtract the Puda Vikshepam from the Sampat- 
karttam ; and the remainder is called Krasangulum, being 
Northern or Southern ^ as is Puda Vikshepam. 

This requires no explanation. If the sum of the apparent 
semi-diameters of the sun and moon be not greater than the dis- 
tance of their centres, they will not overlap each other. It should 
be noticed that the latitude of the Sun is not taken into account. 
As it never exceeds 1", it was not appreciable by the Hindu 
observers. The neglect of it will not produce any material 
error. 


24. From the Krasangulam, subtract successively 1, 2, 3, 6, 
8, and 12. The number of subtractions will be Nalikeis. 
tiply the remainder by 60, and divide the product by the number 
next greater than the one subtracted ; the quotient will he 
Vinalikeis. The result is called Tithi Nalikeis and Vinalikeis. 
Half of this result is called Tithiarttam. 

This is an empirical rule, most probably founded on obser- 
vation. The Tithiarttam is half the duration of the eclipse. A 
tithi is a lunar day, or thirtieth part of a lunation. A nalikei is a 
sixtieth part of a day, consequently a tithi nalikei is a sixtieth 
part of a lunar day, or an eighteen hundredth part of a lunation. 
It is assumed that when the disks overlap by 1', the duration 
of the eclipse is one tithi nalikei. 

When they overlap by 3', the duration of the eclipse is 2 Nalik. 

O', 3 

12’ 4 

20 ' 5 

32' 6 

These results, as we have said, have probably been derived 
from the observation of one or two eclipses. The supposition 
that two eclipses will necessarily last precisely the same time, if 
they be of precisely the same magnitude, is not quite correct. 
However, the error will not be great. 

25. Add Tithiarttam to Lampana Ravi for the beginning, and 
subtract the same for the end, of the eclipse. Lampana Pariivam 
is the time of the middle of the eclipse. 



8i 


ORIBNTAL ASTRONOMY. 


This is surely a mistake. The processes for finding the be- 
ginning and end respectively of the eclipse are the reverse of 
those stated. 

26. ^he Sun* 8 apparent semi-diameter doubled will he the 

diameter of the Sun. Ascertain what part of this 
is the Krasankulam ; and it will give the magnitude of the eclipse. 
V h h i , or i of the sun*s disk is eclipsed, while the Kra- 
sankulam is northern, the eclipse will commence on the North- 
west limb of the sun, and end on the North-east limb. But if 
the Krasankulam be southern, it will commence on the South-west, 
and end on the South-east limb. If the eclipse he total, it will 
begin on the Western, and end on the Eastern limb. 

This requires no explanation. 

Lunar Eclipses. 

27. The same as 18. 

28. The same as 22. 

29. Multiply the moons apparent semi diameter by five, 
and take half the product for Rahu Mandalarttam, the ap- 
parent semi- diameter of the shadow. 

This is on the assumption that the diameter of the earth’s 
shadow, at the distance of the moon, is times the diameter 
of the moon. This is but a rude approximation, assuming 
that the earth’s distance from the sun has a constant ratio to 
her distance from the moon. 

30. The sum of the semi-diameters of the moon and shadow 
is called Sampatknrttam. 

If this be less than the moons latitude, there will he no eclipse. 
But if greater, subtract the latitude from the Sampatkarttam, 
and the remainder will he Krasankulam ; which is to he considered 
Northern, when the moons latitude is South, and Southern, when 
that is North. 

This requires no remark. 

31. From the Krasankulam, subtract successively 1, 1, 2, S, 4, 
6, 1 1, 7, and 16. If any of these numbers cannot he subtracted, 
the remainder must be maltiplied by CO, and divided by the 
number next to the last subtracted; the quotient will he 
Vinalikeis. The number of the above subtractions will be 
Nalikeis. These Nalikeis and Vinalikeis express the duration 
of the eclipse. Half of this is called Tithiarttam. 

For the beginning of the eclipse, subtract Tithiarttam from the 
true time of opposition, and for the end, add the same to it. 
The true time of opposition is that of the middle of the eclipse. 

In order to ascertain the time from sunset, the duration of 
the day must he subtracted from the time of the eclipse. 

The remark, we have made on No. 24, is equally applicable to 

this. 
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82. Multiply the apparent semi-diameter of the moon by 2, 
and ascertain what part of this is the Krasankulam. The result 
will be the magnitude of the eclipse. 

This is evident. 

83. If the Krasankulam northern, while the ecilfff^ 
partiat, the eclipse will commence on the north-eastern limb, 
and end on the north-western. If southern, it will begin on the 
south-eastern, and end on the south-western. If total, it will 
begin on the eastern, and end on the western, limb. 

This also is evident. 

Thus have we gone over the treatise, and commented upon it at 
length. We trust that this labor will not have been mis-spent. 
Although we do not expect any considerable proportion of 
our readers to honour this article with a perusal, yet we hope 
that those, who have patience to go tlirough with it, will acquire 
a definite knowledge of a subject, of which they have hitherto 
had but a vague notion. The operation is much shorter than 
the most improved European method, as shewn in Mr. Wool- 
house’s treatise, appended to the Nautical Almanac for 1836 ; 
but the greater complication of that process is due only to its 
greater accuracy. The Hindu method will not give a result 
that can be confidently depended upon. There may be a small 
eclipse, when this method will indicate none ; or there may be 
none, when this method will indicate a small one ; and, in every 
case, the eclipse may be greater or less than indicated. And this 
is in strict accordance with the fact, as ascertained by the com- 
parison of the Native Almanacs, with the eclipses that actually 
occur. But still, with all its imperfections, we cannot but re- 
gard the method as highly creditable to the ingenuity of those 
who devised it. To calculate an eclipse, without the aid of those 
tables, which furnish the data, and that Spherical Trigonome- 
try, which is the great instrument in the hand of the European 
Astronomer, is a “pursuit of knowledge under difficulties,” in 
which it is no discredit to be occasionally “ thrown out.” 

It is quite unnecessary to say a word as to the concluding 
part of Mr. Hoisington’s volume. We shall therefore end, as 
we began, by expressing our conviction that the work is fitted 
to be useful, not only for the purpose, for which the translator 
intends it, but also for the purpose of making known the state 
of Astronomy amongst the Hindus, more accurately than it 
has hitherto been known to the Astronomers of the West. In 
order that it may be more useful for this purpose we would 
recommend that Mr. Hoisington, who is now in America, should 
reprint the translation apart from the Tamul Original. This 
would not occupy more than 100 pages of letter-press, and 
would not fail to be acceptable to many. 
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Art. IV . — The Englishman, Bengal Hurkaru, Delhi Gazette, 
Friend of India, and other Journals. January to Decern- 



[We have been led to think that an occaBional contribution to the contem* 
porar^ history of the Indian Empire, in the shape of a brief sketch of the most 
prominent transactions in the Presidency of Fort William, will probably not be 
unacceptable to the majority of our supporters, and may prove of some value 
as a work of reference in future years. We intend therefore, in each succeeding 
year, to prepare a careful summary of the events of the past twelve months, 
comprising all the information, which may be within reach, and appear worthy 
of record. We have chosen to designate it “ Annals of the Bengal Presidency^’ ; 
because, although references will be made to events connected with the general 
History of India, and even to transactions beyond its confines, the more minute 
details will be especially restricted' to that Presidency. — Ed.] 

The general aspect of affairs, at tbe commencement of the year 
1849, might have checked the aspirations of even the most san- 
guine political optimists. Almost every succeeding mail from 
Europe brought tidings of an imminent general war, and of 
an actual and deadly struggle between the principles of liberty 
and despotism. Trade had been almost extinguished on the 
continent; and the revival of it in England had scarcely com- 
menced, although the public journals began to point to certain 
symptoms as indicating a more healthful state in the commer- 
cial body. The mercantile Houses of Calcutta had not yet 
recovered from the shock, created by the disasters of 1847 ; and 
the apparently ricketty condition of some of our public esta- 
blishments deterred the few, who were possessed of capital, from 
adventuring it in such investments, and terrified all who had 
any interest, immediate or remote, in the different Joint Stock 
Companies. The conscription list of the Union Bank, too, had 
iust been published ; and every man, whose name was not in the 
black sheet, grasped his purse with a firmer hand, and congra- 
tulated himself on his extreme foresight in avoiding the snare. 
The great plan of Indian Railways, once so confidently an- 
nounced, and from which such extraordinary results were to flow, 
appeared to have been swamped under the weight of continen- 
tal revolutions, commercial distress, and corporate inactivity. 
Even the ordinary march of improvement was suspended by the 
requirements and excitement of actual warfare. Our armies in 
the Punjab, after many months of apparently useless campaign- 
ing, had fought a great battle on the banks of the Jhelum, 
without any satisfactory results. A distinct narrative of the trans- 
actions of this war has already appeared in our pages ; and a 
detail has been given of the most important transactions of the 
campaign, from the first skirmish at liciah, to the glorious victory 
of Guzerat — from the murder of the British officers, to its expia- 
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lion by the banishment of Mulraj. We need not, therefore, 
allude again to a subject now almost worn threadbare; and we 
have only to consider the course of events, which succeeded the 
memorable decree of annexation. The first consideii^ion of 
continental statesmen, after a great triumph, seems to be^lipp^t 
maybe made as notorious and significant as possible ; while the 
. earliest thought of a British Minister, under the same cir- 
cumstances, is how to make his success a source of perma- 
nent relief to the finances of the state. Perliaps the most 
mysterious circumstance in the history of the war is the mode, 
in which the necessary supplies of money for carrying it on 
were raised. The Indian Government does not publish its 
financial transactions with the same careful minuteness, which 
is imposed upon the Executive authorities in England by tho 
lynx-eyed House of Commons : and, to those, who are not behind 
tile scenes, it appears extraordinary how so large a drain on the 
finances can have been met without the slightest outward symptom 
of difficulty, or even a wrinkle on the brow of the Einnncial Secre- 
tary. It was from the beginning essentially a ready -money war; 
that is to say, large advances must have been made to the con- 
tractors, and during the period of actual fighting almost every 
article of supply must have been paid for in coin. The haste 
too, with which the commissariat officers were compelled to 
collect their stores, and the sterile nature of the country around 
Ferozepore, must have added enormously to tho expenses. 
During tho latter months of the campaign, the expenditure for 
the army of the Punjab was pojmlarly estimated at a lakh and 
II half, or j 91 5,000 sterling, a day. This however included only 
those expenses, which, from their regularily and magnitude, 
were within the reach of calculation ; but the amount of that 
ceaseless welling out of money from the public treasury, which 
always accompanies an English war, has never yet been pro- 
claimed. Besides this, we must take into consideration the 
expenses of the siege of Multan, of the movement of troops, 
the six months’ batta, and the operations of the Irregular bands in 
different parts of the Punjab ; so that perhaps a million and a half 
sterling may possibly form some approximation to the truth. 
It is difficult to conceive whence the money can have been 
obtained with so little apparent exertion. We had no surplus 
revenue from the regular resources of these provinces, and but 
little money came in for the five per cent, loan ; while the 
slight squeezings of the Rajas in the North West can scarcely 
have yielded any considerable assistance to the Treasury. The 
secret will most probably remain undivulged, until the expira- 
tion of the charter— when all the secrets of the Company's 
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Government will be unveiled. The ultimate return for all this 
expenditure was naturally to be looked for from the surplus 
revenues of the annexed territory ; but upon this subject the 
informalion of the Authorities appears to have been singularly 
d^Mlint. The only data, from which even an approximation 
to the actual revenue could be deduced, were, a rough estimate 
of what it had been in the times of Runjit Singh, and the 
account drawn up from information supplied by the Dewan, 
who had an obvious interest in understating the amount of the 
finances. The most generally received conjecture was that the 
clear revenue of the four Duabs, together with the jaghires 
forfeited by the rebellion, would amount to a million and a half 
sterling. This however did not include Peshawur, and left 
wholly out of sight any thing like the prospective advantages 
to be derived from irrigation, and from the security to life and 
property consequent upon British rule. Long before the an« 
nexation, some of the ablest men in India declared that it was 
utterly impossible that a country, like the Punjab, could be 
governed without a large outlay from the over-pressed finances 
of the Bengal Presidency. The revenue, as before stated, was 
taken at a million and a half sterling ; and the expenses were 
thus estimated : — 

Civil Expenses,.., 85,50,000 

Military, 1,26,70,000 

This, however, was based from the beginning upon the idea, 
that the army would require an enormous increase, and that the 
country would be in a state of incessant hostility to British 
rule. Neither of these anticipations has been borne out by the 
event, and the theory based upon them has fallen to the ground. 

The information, which has been obtained regarding the re- 
sources of the Punjab, and the additional expenditure which 
its annexation has involved, is necessarily very scanty. The 
country has scarcely as yet been a twelve-month in our posses- 
sion ; and it is impossible, therefore, at present to form any 
thing like an exact estimate of the financial results of this 
acquisition. The statements, which we give below on this sub- 
ject, are the most authentic which have yet been obtained, and 
may be received with confidence. Before we touch on the ques- 
tion of Punjab finances, however, it appears advisable to give a 
brief outline of the system of administration established, in the 
kingdom on its being incorporated with the British territories. 

When the remnant of Runjit Sing's kingdom^ was annexed 
to British India by the Notification of April 1849, it was 
bounded on the North by the Alpine region ceded in 1846 to 
Maharajah Golab Sing ; on the South it adjoined Scinde ; on 
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the West, it stretched to the great Sulimaui range; and on the 
East to the rivers Beas and Sutlej. Within this area great 
variety of soil and many peculiarities of surface are to be 
found. In the Bari, Richneh, and Chuch Duabs, tha soil is 
in moat places clayey ; in others, light and sandy ; buwp|||h 
fertile, where facilities of irrigation exist. The northern p^ 
tions of these Duabs are highly cultivated and densely popu- 
lated. They contain the large cities of Lahore and Umritsur, 
and the considerable towns of Wuzirabad, Sealkote, Ramnug- 
gur, Guzeranwalla, and Guzerat. The Sind-Sagur Ddab on 
the other hand is divided into two distinct portions, that of the 
Salt range, and that south of the range. The former is rocky, 
abrupt, and precipitous, comparatively sterile, and thinly inha- 
bited. It contains the towns of Rhotas, Rawul Pindi, Pind- 
dadun-khan and Chuckowal. The lower portion of this Duab, 
with the exception of its southern extremity, is arid and sterile. 
Its population and cultivation are almost entirely confined to 
the alluvial strips along the banks of the Jhelum and Indus. 
The centre of this Duab below the Salt range, and indeed of the 
southern portion of all the Duabs, is a perfect desert, known by 
the local epithet of ** the Bar.*' The Trans-Indus tract in many 
respects resembles the Sind-Sagur Duab, and may be divided 
into two portions* The division, north of Kala Bagh, includes 
Kohat, Peshawur, and Eusufzye. In this portion we have the 
fertile valley of Peshawur, and the wide plelin of Eusufzye, which 
was once fertile, while the rest of the country is bleak, rocky, and 
precipitous. To the South of Kala Bagh, we have the valley of 
Bunnu, Murwut, Esaukhail, Tank, and the Dera-jdt, or the 
three Deras ; viz. Ismail Khan, Gazi Khan, and Futteh Khan, 
down to Mithancote. 0 

In the Bari Duab, from Dinanuggur to within thirty miles 
of Pak-Puttun, are to be found the flower of the Sikh popula- 
tion, and the best agriculturists and the hardiest soldiers in 
India. Many Muhammadan villages are to be found in it ; but 
the bulk of the population is Jat, and nearly ‘all of them are 
Sikhs in religion. In the Richneh and Chuch Duabs a consi- 
derable proportion of the population are also Sikhs; but, the 
farther we proceed westward, the more does the Muhamma- 
dan population predominate. In Sind-Sagur again, and of 
course in the Trans-Indus, the great majority of the people are 
Muhammadans. 

To the territory, thus rapidly sketched, were added the Cis 
and Trans- Sutlej States ; and the whole region was placed under 
one form of government. A Board, consisting of three mem- 
bers, exercised the powers of administration under the imme- 

N 
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diate control of Government. Their charge comprehended the 
whole of the British possessions west of the Jumna, from the 
mouth of the Khyber to within a few miles of Kurn^l. 

The^is-Sutlej division has hitherto been managed by a Com- 
laiMImer and a Sessions Judge : but the two appointments have 
lately been combined, and the duties will be performed by a 
single officer. This territory is divided into five districts, 
Ludianah, Berozepur, Umballa, Khytul, and Simla, yielding 
about 25 lakhs of Kiipees of revenue. Within its circle lie the 
dependent states of Putiala, Jhind, and Naba, with perhaps 
fifty other petty Chiefships, the revenue of which cannot fall 
short of 40 lakhs of Bupees. The Trans-Sutlej territory has 
been under one officer since the Sutlej campaign, and is divided 
into three districts, Kangra, Jalundhur, and Hoshyarpur. It 
yields a land revenue of about 80 lakhs of Bupees, and contains 
a number of Chiefships, among which the principal are those 
of Kapurthulla, Mundi, Soheit, Ohumba, and Golair. The 
income of the whole of the chiefs of this territory is equal to 
about 16 lakhs of Bupees per annum. 

For the newly annexed kingdom, four Commissioners were 
deemed sufficient. The upper portions of the Bari and 
Bichneh Ddabs formed the Commissionership of Lahore, and 
were divided into five districts: 1. Butali ; 2 , Umritsiir; 3. 
Lahore, in the Bari Diiab ; 4. Wuzirabad, and 6. Shaikha- 
ptir, in the Bichneh.* The Jhelum Division formed the se- 
cond, and comprised the Chuch Duab and the country of the 
Salt range, south of Hazara, in the Sind-Sagur Ddab. It is 
divided into four districts, C. Guzerat ; 7. Shahpfir, in the 
Chuch Ddab ; 8. Rawul Pindi; 9. Pind-dadun*khan, in the 
Sind-Sagur Ddab. The latter district contains all the Cis- 
Indus Salt mines. The third Division is that of Multan, 
which embraces the southern portion of the Bichneh and Bari 
Duabs, and is divided into three districts; 10. Multan, in the 
Bari Duab; 11. Pat Puttun ; 12. Jung, in the Bichneh Duab. 
The fourth Division is that called Leia, which comprises that 
portion of the Sind-Sngur Duab, which lies south of the Salt 
range, and all theDerajat and Trans-Indus tracts, up to the lati- 
tude of Kala Bagh. It forms four Districts, 18. Leia ; 14. Khan- 
ghur, in the Sind-Sagur Duab; 15. Dera Ghazf Khan, and 
1C. Dera Ismail Khan (Trans-Indus). The Provinces of Pesha- 
wur and Hazara form two separate Districts, directly under the 
Board of Administration. Thus the newly annexed kingdom 
comprehends Four Commissionerships, and Eighteen Districts ; 
and the whole territory, under the jurisdiction of the Board, 
contains Six Divisions, and Twenty-six Districts. Of the Twenty 
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Deputies, and Twenty-nine Assistants, originally nominated for 
the annexed territory, four were shortly after incapacitated by 
sickness, and nine were employed on the right Bank of the Beas, 
or did not join their appointments, so that the Staff fell 
down to Forty officers. At this time, there are Fifty-tb^WI^- 
trict officers of the 'grade of Deputy and Assistant Commis- 
sioners : and, when the number is complete, there will be Fifty- 
eight. 

To aid this Civil staff. Fourteen Uncovenanted, or extra- 
assistants were appointed, who exercise the powers entrusted in 
the Lower provinces to native Judges, Deputy Collectors, and 
Assistant Magistrates. Of these, all but three were men, who 
had performed good service during the late disturbances, and all 
but four had been servants of the late Durbar. 

The following may be considered as a rough estimate of the 
probable receipts and expenditure of the current year 1849-60; 
from which it would appear that the receipts will not exceed 
125 lakhs of Rupees, while the expenditure will reach nearly 
Ninety-five lakhs, exclusive of the extra batta to the troops, 
and the new corps from England : thus 


1. Salaries of Covenanted officers Its. 8,60,000 

2. Uncovenanted Establishments 13,00,000 

3. Contingencies 3,00,000 

4. Police Corps 6,00,000 

5. Pensions 12,00,000 

6. Public Improvements 1,00,000 

7. -Old Establishments paid off 16,00,000 


Total, Civil Expenditure 67,60,000 

Military, 

Irregular levies enlisted, or maintained, during tlie 

War, and portions of which are still kept up 20,00,000 

Ten New Corps ....*. 16,00,000 

Guide Corps 2,00,000 


Total Expenses, Civil and Military, exclusive of 

the Regular tu'my 04,50,000 


Income — Land revenue. 

Lahore Division 34,00,000 

Mdltan 15.00,000 

Leia 20,00,000 

Jbelum 24,00,000 

Peshawur 11,00,000 

Hazara 2,25,000 


Total, Land revenue 106,26,000 
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Excise and Stamps. 

Customs 

Salt 


Rs and Canals. 


MiiceUaneom. 


4,00,000 

4.00. 000 

8 . 00 . 000 

1,60,000 


Total Miscellaneous 17,50,000 


Grand Total, Keceipts 1,23,75,000 


It is probable, however, that not more than 120 lakhs will be 
actually collected, and that there will be a deficit in the land re- 
venue to some extent. When it is considered that,, since the 
Sutlej campaign, the country has been afldicted with two severe 
droughts, and that even 1847 was a very indifferent year ; that 
it has been subjected to war and devastation ; and that the Civil 
oflScers in many instances were not able to join their appoint- 
ments, before the spring harvest had been cut and gathered — it 
will be easily seen that some loss cannot fail to arise. In the 
ensuing year, the revenue will probably be increased by ten 
lakhs of rupees, from additions to the land revenue, and from 
the full operation of the Salt excise. There will, however, be 
a deficit from the abolition of the Customs. 

When the Punjab was annexed, we had 54,000 British Troops 
on the North of the Sutlej, inclusive, of course, of the Jalun- 
dhur Duab; besides 30,000 levies of different kinds belonging to 
the late Durbar. Among the latter force were three cjyrps of 
Infantry, and some Artillery, under General Courtland, and a 
corps at Umritsur, commanded by a Sikh Colonel, all of which 
had remained faithful. These, with a body of men equal to 
another Infantry Regiment in Huzara, constitute five Police 
corps, which, it is said. Government intend to keep up. Their 
numbers may be roughly estimated at 5,000. The remaining 25,000 
men have been reduced to about 4,000. But, in the meantime, 
the famous Corps of Guides, under that gallant officer, Lieut. 
Lumsden, has been augmented, and 10 Corps of Punjab Caval- 
ry and Infantry (equal to about 8,000 men) have been organized. 
Thus the Board of Administration have, for the time being, 

1 7,000 troops under their control ; the annual expenditure of 
which is about thirty two lakhs of rupees per annum. 

Of this force, 9,500 are on the frontier, performing not only 
Police, but Military, duty. In the interior of the country, there 
are only 7,500 men. The whole of the British Forces, Trans- 
Beaa and Trans-Ghara,* with the exception of that portion can- 
toned at Multan, and jn the Fort of Govindghur (Umritsur), is 


• Qbxn it the name, which the Sutlej and Beas tale after their junction at Huriki. 
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placed on one line of road from Lahore .to Peshawur. The 
rest of the country is held by the Civil Corps, or the ordinary 
Police and Kevenue Establishments, which are both few in 
number, and, from the nature of their duties, greatly ^ttered. 
From Peshawur to Mithancote, a line of frontier of hSipifip 
miles, accessible at every point to the warlike and predatory 
tribes of the Suliman range, and from Peshawur itself to the 
borders of Swat northwards, embracing the whole Eusufzye 
country, there is but one cantonment held by the regular army. 
In the same manner the whole of the Sind-Sagur Duab, south 
of Rawul Pindi, which cannot be less than 800 miles in 
length, the wild districts of Hazara, which have often given em- 
ployment to 10,000 Sikh sojdiers, the southern portion of the 
Riohneh Duab, and the intervening space between Lahore and 
Multan, are all held and controlled by the Civil power. There 
can be no question that the presence of so vast a force, massed 
on the Peshawur road, and ready to advance at a few days’ 
notice, has a powerful effect in quieting the disturbed spirits, 
who were so lately in arms : but there is no disputing the fact 
that vast tracts of country are distant many days march from 
all military succour, and that in some cases the intervening space 
is little better than a desert, where no forage, or even water, is 
procurable for many miles. 

The permanent expenses, arising out of the occupation of the 
Punjab, after the first year or two, may thus be roughly esti- 
mated 


Civil Establishments Rs, 20,60,000 

Police Horse 6,00,000 

Pensions 12,00,000 

Public Improvements 6,00,000 

Irregular Corps and Guides 17,00,000 

New European Regiments 24,00,000 

Batta at Peshawur 6,00,000 


Total 98,50,000 


Against a revenue of Rs. 140,00,000 


The amount of work, which has been disposed of in the 
course of the year, has been enormous. The whole of the old 
establishments have been mustered ; their arrears, which extend- 
ed over many months, have been paid up ; and the greater portion 
discharged, many of their number having received gratuities, 
and not a few, pensions. The revenue and police establishments 
have been organized, and rules, simple and distinct, laid down 
for their guidance. The great mass of the jaghire tenures 
have been investigated, reported on, and disposed of. Ilule.s 
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for the investigation and disposal of all disputes which may arise 
between the Jaghirdar and the occupant of the land, have been 
laid down. The Military contingents have been mastered and 
disband^, the 6Vite being entertained as Police Horse paid by 
Q^^fH^ent ; and the lands, assigned for their support, have been 
recovered to the state. Officers have been appointed to fix and 
mark off the village boundaries, preparatory to a survey in the 
ensuing cold weather, and rules for the investigation of the rent 
free tenures of the country have been drawn up and circulated. 
All custom duties on imports and exports have been abolished ; 
and, with the single exception of an excise on Salt of Two Ks. per 
maund, which includes the price of excavation and carriage to 
the depot, the whole trade of the Punjab has been made free. 
The Customs yielded six lakhs of Rupees ; and perhaps double 
that sura would barely represent the relief which their abolition 
has afforded to the people. Measures have also been proposed 
for the withdrawal of the old currencies, and the substitution of 
the Company’s Rupee. The value of this measure to all classes, 
and especially to the agricultural community, who often sold 
their produce for one coin, while they paid their revenue m 
another, may be imagined from the fact, that of the Nanukshahi 
Rupee alone, there ’are Sixty different coinages in circulation, 
and of other currencies fully Fifty more. Arrangements have 
also been made for the gradual and easy introduction of one 
system of weights to the supercession of those heretofore in use,^ 
which varied in every town, and even in every village. Govern- 
ment has appropriated Five lakhs of rupees for improvements ; 
but there can be no question that if five times that amount were 
annually expended in opening roads and in excavating canals for 
the next ten years, the revenue would probably be double at the 
end of that period; and such an expenditure would do more for 
the peace and security of the country than the addition of 
20,000 men to the army. Already the Engineer Staff is orga- 
nized, and parties are employed in surveying and levelling 
in the Barf Duab. The existing revenue assessment, as made 
by our officers in 1847, has been maintained ; and in places, where 
it djd not extend, as in Multan, and the other districts formerly 
under Mulraj, it will be completed by the end of the year. 
Such a measure must be hailed with the utmost satisfaction by 
the agriculturists, who would otherwise have been a prey to a 
host of harpies, collecting the Government tax in kind. All 
these great measures must have an immediate tendency to 
increase the material comforts of the mass of the people, and to 
reconcile them to our rule. As conquerors, it is manifestly 
impossible that those whose power we have subverted, can, in 
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tlie present generation, be reconciled to us. There are large 
bodies of soldiers and official men, Tvhom the change of rule has 
deprived of service ; and it is only by opening out new means of 
subsistence, that we can hope that such classes will r^nquish 
the idea of a revolution by force and intrigue. Thesel^il^ 
changes have been made without parade, or commotion of any 
kind ; they are hardly known even to the majority of our own 
countrymen. They possess not the glitter of Military conquest ; 
but they are nevertheless felt and appreciated by those, whom 
they are intended so greatly to benefit. 

So successful have these arrangements proved, that from the 
day of annexation to the present lime, there has not been an 
event of interest connected with the Punjab, if wo except the 
wandering of the Rani, and the seizure of the Chiefs. The 
Rani of Lahore had been conveyed from Benares to Chunar ; 
but, on the 19tli April, she contrived, partly by bribery, and 
partly through her matchless talents for intrigue,, to elude the 
vigilance of her keepers, and to escape to Katmandu, where 
she has been suffered to remain, subsisting by tlie sale of her 
jewels. The Sikh Sirdars had been injudiciously allowed to 
return to their own villages. The privilege ap))ears to have been 
originally granted to them without the sanction of the Governor- 
General ; and he immediately |)laced them under a rigid surveil- 
lance. Intelligence reached the Council in a few months that 
the two Attariwallahs were in communication with the Amir 
of Cabul. This intimation was obtained through the means of 
a well arranged system of espionage, which (as we are informed 
in one of the Journals placed at the head of this article) the 
Governor-General had deemed it necessary to place round the 
insurgent chieftains. The intriguers were allowed to carry on 
their designs till they were nearly ripe for execution ; when the 
Council, who had been aware of the whole affair from its com- 
mencement, placed them in arrest on the 2nd or 8rd of October. 
In concluding this brief notice of the progress of events in the 
** Land of the Five rivers” during the past year, we would only 
farther remark that the object, which most forcibly impresses 
the observer, is the perfect quiet to which the j)eoplo and their 
leaders appear to have resigned themselves. There liave been 
none of those convulsive movements, or of tluit desperate re- 
sistance to authority, which was so confidently expected. No 
guerilla warfare has disturbed the repose of the Governor- Gene- 
ral, and no assassinations have disgraced the con(}uered. Small 
parties of marauders still plunder and murder, when they have 
an opportunity; but they have never yet collected into a force 
sufficient to call for the employment of a single regiment. 
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The Normans were not masters of England till after two hun- 
dred years of incessant warfare, and the Poles have not yet 
yielded to their conquerors ; while the Khalsa, who alone of In- 
dian pawers tried the strength of Britain to its utmost, have 
8||i^«ii|(led to a rule against which they have twice risked their 
Rvesand properties, and the haughty leaders of armies appear 
now to be tamed down into quiet Zemindars. * 

With the exception of the affairs of the Punjab, the Govern- 
ment of India has been but little concerned, during the past 
year, in any transactions with native princes. Of these few, 
the most important is that which refers to the conduct of the 
British Government regarding the Sattara state. We must, 
however, caution our readers against confounding this question 
with that popularly known as ** the Sattara case.” The latter 
arose out of the dethronement of a former Rajah, and the in- 
stallation of the Rajah lately deceased. The present transaction 
grows out of an adoption made by the deceased Rajah, just 
before his death, but not sanctioned by the British authorities. 
As the Rajah died without heirs, the state would naturally lapse 
to the British Government. Before taking so important a step 
as the absorption of the territory, the Court appear to have 
called for the opinions of some of their most eminent servants 
upon the subject. Sir George Clerk, and Mr. Prere, Resident 
at the Court of Sattara, expressed mt5st decided opinions against 
this measure. The Governor-General, however, the Marquis of 
Dalhousie, voted strongly in favour of the annexation of Sat- 
tara, and also said, “ I take this fitting occasion of recording my 
strong and deliberate opinion, that, in the exercise of a wise and 
sound policy, the British Government is bound not to put aside, 
or neglect, such rightful opportunities of acquiring territory, or 
revenue, as may from time to time present themselves, whether 
they arise from the lapse of subordinate States, by the failure 
of all heirs of every description whatever, or from the failure 
of heirs natural, where the successfon can be sustained only by 
the sanction of the Government being given to the ceremony of 
adoption among the Hindoos.” With this view of the subject 
the Court of Directors declared their entire concurrence, and 
coifveyed their decision to the Government of India in the 
following terms: “ The result of our deliberation is, that, con- 
curring with you in opinion, we are fully satisfied that, by the 
general law and custom of India, a dependant principality, like 
that of Sattara, cannot pass to an adopted heir without the con- 
sent of the paramount power; that we are under no pledge, 
direct or constructive, to give such consent ; and that the general 
interests committed to our charge are best consulted by withold- 
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ing it. The pretensions set up in favour of the adopted son of 
the Ex-Rajah being wholly untenable, and all claim of collaterals 
being excluded by the fact, that none of them are descended 
from the person in whose favour the principality was creati ^— th e 
Ex-Rajah Pertaub Shean, it follows that the territory of otBUIUi 
has lapsed by |filure of heirs to the power which bestowed it, 
and we desire that it be annexed to the British dominions.’' 
This resolution of the Court of Directors, so tersely expressed, 
is not only important as regards the principality of Sattara, but 
as indicating the future course of their policy in reference to 
other principalities in India. It is of course, self-evident, that 
if the various princes of India are permitted to perpetuate their 
line by adoption, and thereby to continue the independent 
sovereignties in their own family, there can never be any hope 
of seeing the whole of India brought under the same system of 
administration, and endowed with the same institutions. The 
present resolution of the Court of Directors introduces a new 
principle into the Government of India. It evinces their de- 
termination to refuse permission to the native Princes to pro- 
long the existence of their little sovereignties by adoption. 
The consequences of this resolution are very momentous. 
It provides for the slow and peaceful extinction of all the native 
dynasties, and the extension of the direct power of the Indian 
Government, into territories now ruled by dependant princes, 
under various titles. It is a distinct assumption by the English 
Government of the full prerogatives of the paramount power, 
which devolves on the successors of the Great Mogul. The 
majority, in the Court of Proprietors, of those who voted in favour 
of this principle, was large; and we learn from this circumstance 
that it has been gaining ground among men, who are uninflu- 
enced by the peculiar views of Leadenhall Street, and who 
regarded the question in its general bearings, and not with any 
eye to immediate fiscal advantage. We shall not again open 
the question of the justice, or injustice, of the course pursued 
in the case of Sattara. The deed has been done ; it is un fait 
accompli ; and, as such, we accept the general principle, with the 
hope, if not the confident belief, that it will yet be found advan- 
tageous to the general interests of the millions of India. 

The King of Delhi, who has for years remained in a stale of 
quiescence within his own palace, and whose existence has only 
been made manifest by some squabbles about precedence, has 
made an effort, during the past year, to change the succession to 
the throne. His eldest son expired in the middle of 1848 ; and, 
since that time. His Majesty has been endeavouring to take 
away the succession from his second son. As the Government 
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of India refused to listen to his chims, he addressed an epistle 
to Her Majesty of England, of which the following is a trans- 
lation : — 

“HavJrg in view the friendship that existed between the illustrious 
) I I Timur, and particularly between His late Majesty 
jalal-uddin Ukbur Shah and the Biitish nation, vvhicl^ under favour of 
Providence, still continues in the same thriving position ^ 
old, it was my intention to send my son, Mirxa Juwan-Bukht Bahadur, to 
you; but, owing to bis tender age, I have not done bo, being also unable to 
bear his absence for a moment. Notwithstanding his tender age, the marks 
of eminence are conspicuous on his forehead. He is placed under proper 
tuition. He is blessed with discernment between right and wrong, and a 
conciliatory disposition ; owing to these, he is possessed of a greater share 
of my affection and of consequent preferment in life, which the brotherly 
affection subsisting between your Majesty and me, gives him a superior claim 
on your Majesty, more than that of a mothers love, to advance. 1 have, 
therefore, sent a drawing of my son Mirza Juwan-Bukht’s hand to you, to 
solicit your Majesty’s patronage on his behalf, and, by the influence of your 
Power, to disHppoint enemies, and gladden the hearts of friends and well- 
wishers, so that in my present advanced age, I may be thoroughly satisfied of 
the safety of my son from the fangs of ambitious and crafty men. I hope 
your Majesty will be graciously pleased to countenance and approve this 
appeal, and favour me with information accordingly.” 

To this demand, the Secretary to the Government of tho 
North-west Provinces replied in the following terms, — and the 
document is a singular mixture of Oriental etiquette, and that 
resolute spirit, which the public authorities adopt in their inter- 
course with the princes of India : — 

“To the servants of His Majesty, the shadow of God, the king, divine 
successor, mighty monarch of the world, master of the universe, world-en- 
slaver, whose possessions shall endure to all eternity. This day a letter has 
been received from the office of the Secretary to the Lieutenant Governor 
(Nuwab) of Agra, i-egardiug the despatch of the Nama to the great Queen 
of England. Previous to this, on the 20th of March, 1849, the Governor- 
General, Bahadur, had already intimated that such correspondence was 
not usual, and had never before been entered on. Therefore, until the sanc- 
tion of tho Ministers of the Queen has been received, the present Nama 
cannot be forwarded, in the opinion of tJffe Lieutenant Governor. Dated 
the 2 let September, 1849.” 

It has since been stated, that the Government at home has de- 
termined on the eventual abrogation of the titular sovereignty, 
and the privileges, of the House of Timur ; but this event be- 
longs to the year on which we are now entering. 

It is a remarkable truth, and one upon which very great 
stress has often been laid, that almost all the servants of 
Government, who have distinguished themselves in the capacity 
of Residents at the native Courts, are strong advocates for their 
maintenance ; and the fact has generally been considered a 
powerful argument in favour of those principalities. The truth 
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however Is, that it is the good qualities and ability of the 
Resident himself, which enable the Government, over which he 
in reality, though not ostensibly, presides, to administer its 
affairs to suoli advantage. Wherever the Resident, eiri ^r fro m 
disinclination, or the circumstances of liis position, 
system of no^-interference, the Native Government appears in 
all its hideousness. Defective as the British Government may 
be in some departments of its administration, it at least con- 
tains within itself a i^rinciple of improvement totally wanting 
to the native dominion. 

Two extensive territories, the kingdom of the Punjab, and 
the principality of Sattara, had thus already been added to 
the dominions administered by the Company, when another 
windfall was announced. Sumbhulpore, a large district in Gund- 
wana, covering an area of nearly 9000 miles, lapsed in Sep- 
tember last, by the death of the Rajah without heirs. This 
extensive and fertile strip of land, on the banks of the Maha- 
nadi, produces a revenue of nearly Four lakhs a year, which 
will now find its way into the coffers of tlie Company, The 
population has been estimated at 80,000. Dr. Cudenhead, wlio 
was formerly employed in Khondistan, and whose cause we 
have so often advocated, received the reward of his many ser- 
vices in the appointment of Commissioner of the district ; and, 
with two or three assistants, will replace the ponderous old 
court, with its useless train of officials, and its profuse expen- 
diture. Of the people of the newly acquired province, their 
habits, their manners, and oven their language, little is known : 
but Dr. Cadenhead is well fitted to illustrate them ; and we 
hope that his pen will be employed in throwing more light 
upon the peculiarities of the district. 

On the affairs of Hydrabad in the Deccan it is almost im- 
possible for us to furnish any information to our readers. 
Whoever has carefully perused, as we have, the various state- 
ments and counter-statements concerning the transactions in 
that territory, which so constantly find their way into the Pre- 
sidency journals, cannot fail to be struck with the total absence 
of coherence, and even of ordinary intelligibility, which they ex- 
hibit. They abound with the names of persons, who, however 
well known in the intriguing circles of Hydrabad, are perfectly 
unknown beyond them, and with allusions to intrigues, which 
the writers evidently do not perfectly understand, and which are 
totally unintelligible to those beyond the circle of that state. 
The one great fact, which is continually presented to the eye 
amidst this cloud of words, is, that the country is fearfully dis- 
organized, and that its financial affairs are rapidly tending to 
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(wbat 18 popularly termed) a dead lock. The payment of the 
debt of Fifty- four lakhs of Rupees, due from the Nizam to the 
Company, cannot be delayed beyond another twelve^month. The 
Goven^r- General is said to have granted the Nizam a respite 
^pM^Wrauary 1851 ; but the means of acquittance do not appear 
to be forthcoming. The Jaghires granted one month are re- 
sumed the next; and the promises made to the Sahtikars (capi- 
talists) are shamelessly broken, without any consciousness, on 
the part of the Nizam or his advisers, that they are sapping the 
foundation of their own power. The Rohillas, Linewallas, and 
Pathan soldiers, entertained by the Nizam, are kept so long in 
arrears, that, every now and then, they break into open rebel- 
lion, and are only pacified by large donations obtained by the 
plunder of some wealthy Sahtikar, and by the dread of an ulti- 
mate appeal to the soldiers of the Contingent commanded by 
English officers. In the midst of these disorders, the Resident 
holds himself aloof ; and the Nizam is perpetually changing his 
Prime Minister, with whom alone, according to the system which 
has been gradually introduced, the executive power ought to 
remain. At one time, it is a profligate noble, whom no one will 
trust ; at another, some imbecile, who is put forward by the 
Nizam to cover his own assumption of the executive power, 
and is maintained for a few weeks till the ill-constructed fabric 
suddenly breaks down. Once, during the past year, the Nizam 
obtained the services of a really able and upright nobleman, who 
possessed considerable skill in the management of finance ; but 
he was soon obliged to give up bis charge. He retired in dis- 
gust, declaring that it was impossible to satisfy his master, the 
Resident, and the people together. Every thing appears to be 
tending towards that degree of disorganization, in which the 
paramount power must interfere and take the administration 
into its own hands. It has been repeatedly stated that the ex- 
penses of the Contingent are to be curtailed by reducing the 
strength of that force, and that no small relief will thus be 
afforded to the finances of the state. But this financial reform 
will not provide for the payment of arrears, though it may effec- 
tually prevent their augmentation ; and there appears to be 
little doubt entertained that the present crisis will be met by a 
transfer of territory. Happy would it be indeed for the peace 
and comfort of the Sdbahdar, as well as for the prosperity of the 
people — if these territories were at once transferred to the Bri- 
tish Government, and the royal family endowed with a suitable 
pension. 

Another little affair with a petty native chief has lately bro- 
ken out ; and, as it may ultimately lead to consequences, not 
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altogether unimportant, we may be permitted to trace its progress 
up to the latest date. Dr, Hooker, a botanist of European 
fame, bad been obstructed in bis endeavours to carry l^is bota- 
nical researches through Sikkim-piiti, (a small territorfLto the 
East of Nipal), and Dr. Campbell, Superintendent of 
(the English settlement upon the confines of that state) set out 
for Tumloong, the capital, on the 4th of November last, with 
the view of remonstrating with the Kajah, and affording all the 
assistance in his power to Dr. Hooker. The Rnjah, however, 
refused to see him, or to listen to his message ; and, on his re- 
turn to his own frontier, placed him under arrest. This occurred 
on the 7th November. Not content with this insult to the 
British Oovernment, the Rajah inflicted every indignity upon 
Dr. Campbell, who was, moreover, informed that, unless he con- 
sented to withdraw certain official acts lately promulgated, he 
would not be allowed to return to Darjeeling. Dr. Campbell 
treated this preposterous demand with the scorn it merited, and 
informed the Rajah, that even if he should be compelled by tor- 
ture to sign such a document, it would be without any kind of 
validity. The Rajah ordered him back to his prison, and there 
appeared to be every prospect that he would put his threat into 
execution. In the meantime, the British Government, having 
received intelligence of the occurrence, despatched a very stern 
letter to the Rajah, which, combined with a fear of the ultimate 
result, induced him to liberate these officers ; but, instead of 
allowing them to return by the shortest road, they were placed 
under the control of an officer in the confidence of the Rajal), 
and obliged to describe a circuitous route. They have reached 
Darjeling in safety. The sequel of this affair belongs to the 
present year ; but we may be permitted so far to anticipate our 
next annual survey, as to state that a force, consisting of 
between One and Two thousand men, was despatched to Dar- 
jeling, partly for its defence, but chiefly for those ulterior 
measures, which were likely to grow out of this outrage. A 
portion of the troops advanced into the dominions of the Sik- 
kim Rajah, and remained there for several weeks. The chief 
Military authority, however, pronounced against the practicability 
of an advance, and the troops were accordingly recalled ; and it 
is said to have been resolved to limit the chastisement of the 
Rajah, to the annexation of a strip of territory (North of Dar- 
jeling) to our dominions, to the discontinuance of the quit 
rent of 6,000 Rs. hitherto paid for that Sanatarium, and to the 
confiscation of the Terai portion of the Sikkim dominions. 

The past year has been remarkable, above all others, for its 
prolific legislation, and the important objects to which it has 
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been directed. This is perh&ps to be Rttvibuted to the ap* 
pointment of Mr. Betbune to the post of Legislative Member 
of Co unci], and of Mr. Halliday to that of Howe Secretary 
to tbey&overnwent of India, and to the combination of the 
legal knowledge and activity of the one, with the 
great local experience and oSicial industry of the other. This 
is not the place for a critical examination of the various acts 
which have been passed, or proposed. Opportunities will 
hereafter be afforded for discussing their merits, and examining 
the arguments, which have been brought forward in support of 
them, as well as the nature of the opposition, which they have 
encountered. Our business at present is to present a brief notice 
of such of these Acts, as appear to be most important in their 
consequences, and of the history of their enactment, as far as it 
has transpired. The first on the list is the Act for abolishing 
branding and exposure, designated in Mahomedan law by the 
term, Tiishir. It is an index of the increasing humanity of 
our legislation. It prohibits the practice of branding criminals, 
which was introduced into our Code, in conformity with the 
practice, which had prevailed in England for centuries, but which 
the increasing liberality of the present age has repudiated. The 
branding of a criminal effectually prevents his ever being restored 
to the bosom of society. After the period of punishment has 
expired, he must still continue, both corporally and socially, a 
marked man — the object of perpetual suspicion, and deprived of 
all inducement to return to the paths of honesty and industry. 

The next Act, to which we shall allude, is that which was 
passed to confirm an agreement between certain shareholders 
and creditors of the Union Bank of Calcutta. Its object was 
to give legal validity to the arrangement which had been con- 
trived for winding up the affairs of this most unfortunate 
of all Banking Establishments, wherein a million and a half 
sterling had been extinguished by commercial profligacy, of 
which the history of banking in India, and even in England, 
affords no example. As the Union Bank was not a chartered 
institution, the creditors,' on its becoming bankrupt, were, of 
course, at liberty to select their own victims, and to strip the most 
opulent of the proprietors of their whole fortunes, though they 
might only have held a single share in the Bank. The principle 
of liquidation adopted was to divide the deficiency of Fifty 
lakhs of Rupees among all the shareholders, according to 
the estimate which was formed of their resources; and the Act 
was designed to confirm this arrangement, and to prevent the 
reckless and vindictive pursuit of individual proprietors, but 
still without diminishing the security of the creditors. 



ANNALS OF THE BENGAL PRESIDENCY FOR 1849 . 103 


Another Act of gre^t importance was that for the appointment 
of an Administrator General in the Bengal Presidency. Few, if 
any, can require to be informed, that the Act arises out of the de- 
falcations of Sir Thomas Turton, the Ecclesiastical Reg^trar, to 
whom the administration of the estates of British subje^i/fmb- 
ing intestate had been committed. The appointment of thal 
officer, as well as the control of hia proceedings, rested exclu- 
sively with the Judges of the Supreme Court, and not with the 
Government of India. Long previous to the discovery of the 
defalcations, Sir Lawrence Peel had urged on Government tlie 
propriety of separating this ministerial office from that of the 
Ecclesiastical Registrar, on the ground that the Supremo Court 
was not in a capacity to exercise that control over his proceed- 
ings whiclf was necessary. The truth of this assertion became 
fatally manifest, in the perfect impunity which the Registrar has 
enjoyed after such misfeasance.* It has been found so utterly im- 
possible to touch him by process of Law, that the liCgislative 
Member of Council has been led to propose the arbitrary and 
inequitable, though not altogether unconstitutional, measure of 
passing a bill of pains and penalties to reach the case. We re- 
joice that the proposal was dropped. It is better that one crimi- 
nal should escape, than that any such arbitrary proceedings 
should be allowed to disfigure our code. The present Act sepa- 
rates the administration of the estates of intestate Europeans 
from the office of Ecclesiastical Registrar, and commits it to an 
Administrator General in Bengal, who is to be appointed by the 
Executive Government of India, to whom he is to be account- 
able for the funds entrusted to him, and for all his proceedings 
regarding them. This Act contains the most elaborate and 
stringent provisions against abuse, and provides the most ready 
remedy against them. It has met with general approbation, 
except on one point. It enacts that no private executor shall 
be at liberty to charge any commission, or agency, as executor of 
a will. It had previously been customary for executors to con- 
sider themselves entitled to a commission of Five per Cent, on 
all estates which they administered ; and, in former days, when 
the Houses of Agency in Calcutta were few in number, and 
enjoyed the unbounded confidence of the community, for whom 
they acted as bankers, the administration of Estates formed no 
despicable portion of their profits. The prohibitive provision 
was introduced at the particular instance of some of the Judges 
of the Crown Courts in India ; but it did not give the less um- 
brage on. this account. The most active and persevering efforts 

• He has since been condemned to two years' imprisonment by the Commissioner 
r»f the Insolvent Court. 
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were made by the European residents in Calcutta to obtain its 
exclusion. The matter was referred to the Authorities in Leaden- 
hall Street ; but the only result of the application was the addi- 
tion of A clause, permitting any executor to enjoy the benefit of 
ajufpM^cy bequeathed to him, either of a speciho sum, or a re- 
sid^uary bequest, or by way of commission, or in any other man- 
ner. If the testator therefore should forget to leave a specifio 
legacy to the executor, or to direct him to deduct his commis- 
sion, the estate will be thrown into the hands of the Adminis- 
trator General, unless the executor should have reasons of pri- 
vate affection to induce him to undertake the charge of it. 

An Act has also been passed to secure the Abkari Reve- 
nue of Calcutta, that is, the revenue derived from the sale 
of spirituous liquors. Under the old Acts, no man was at liberty 
to open a liquor shop without taking out a license ; but there 
was no adequate provision in them for punishing a breach of they 
law, and the revenue was collected irregularly, more out of res- 
pect for the general authority of Government, than from any 
dread of punishment. The Collector had not, we believe, any 
power to inflict fines for the illegal sale of spirits ; and it be- 
came necessary, either to relinquish this branch of revenue, or to 
enforce its collection by clearer and more stringent enactments. 
The latter course has been adopted. 

The Act for securing Military and Naval pensions, and Super- 
annuation allowances, has given rise to some discussion. It 
corresponds exactly in its object, and even in its terms, with the 
Reg. 12, of 1814, of Bengal, and Act 31, of 1845, which was 
applicable to Bombay, with this addition, that the pensions, thus 
exempted from seizure, are to include all the out pensions of 
Chelsea and Greenwich, and that the Act shall be extended to 
the Queen’s Courts. The gist of the Act lies in the words ' that 
no such pension shall be liable to seizure, attachment, or seques- 
tration, by process of any Court within the said territories, at the 
instance of a creditor, for any demand against the prisoner, or 
in satisfaction of a decree or order of such Court and these 
expressions are copied verbatim from the two Acts, which had 
been in force, the one for thirty-five, and the other for four 
years. A few months before the promulgation of this Act, the 
British Parliament passed an Act to consolidate and amend the 
Laws relating to Insolvent Debtors in India, which gave power 
to the Courts to make any assignment of the debtor's property, 
or income, for the benefit of his creditors. Some months ago, 
an Insolvent Pensioner was brought up before the Supreme 
Court at Bombay, and pleaded the Act of the Legislative Coun- 
cil, which we have alluded to, in bar of any deduction from his 
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allowances : and it became a matter of enquiry which law 
should regulate the case. It was eventually disposed of, without 
any determination of this question, by the discovery that the 
Insolvent was not one of the class contemplated in tkebcal 
Act. It appears evident, however, that the Legislative 
had no intention, when framing this enactment, to bring it into 
collision with the Insolvent Act of the Imperial Parliament. 
Whermver that Council, in the exercise of the plenary power, 
which was conferred on it by the three estates of the Bealm in 
1833, has deemed it necessary to repeal any Parliamentary 
enactment, it has always adopted the open and judicious course 
of abrogating or modifying it by a distinct Act. In the present 
instance, we believe, the clashing of the two Acts was inad- 
vertent and undesigned ; and we are inclined to think that in 
any such case, where the collision is accidental, the law of Parlia* 
ment must be considered paramount. These are among the 
most important of the Acts, which have already passed : but they 
sink into insignificance, 'when compared with those, which are 
still under consideration. 

Among the oldest of these is the Act for the more easy reco- 
very of Small Debts at the three Presidency Towns. The 
reader is too well acquainted with the abortive attempts, which 
have been made during the past ten years, to obtain the sanction 
of the Court of Directors to an Act for improving the Court of 
Requests in Calcutta, to render it necessary for us to recapitu- 
late them. Suffice it then to say, that the Court of Directors at 
length granted premission to pass an Act, similar to that which 
had been enacted in England for the establishment of County 
Courts ; and the present Draft has been drawn up on the same 
principle. It gives the Commissioners a common law and 
equity jurisdiction in cases not exceeding 500 Rupees in value, 
and lays down rules for the cheap, simple, and expeditious 
administration of Civil Justice in such suits. The draft has 
been submitted to the Judges of the Queen's Courts, and has 
received their approbation, with the exception of the Judges at 
Bombay, where the Small Cause Court is part and parcel of the 
Supreme Court, and has enjoyed the advantage of being pre- 
sided over by its Judges. The establishment of such a Court 
at the three Presidencies will be a new era in the history of civil 
justice in India. Should it be found to work well, it may serve 
as a model for the improvement of the Mfinsifi" s Courts in the 
interior of the country, in which nineteen out of every twenty 
suits are instituted annually. 

On the repeated importunity of the mercantile community, the 
Legislative Council have published the Drafts of two Acts, the 

F 
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one for the registry, the other for the encouragement, of Mer- 
chant Seamen, It is to be hoped that they will effectually check 
the practice of incendiarism, on the part of the native crews, to 
w hom j r attributed the burning of Ten ships within the last 
liljlB^ears in the harbour of Bombay, the aggregate value of 
which amounted to Thirty lakhs of Rupees. 

The Apprenticing Act, the draft of which was promulgated 
three years ago, and then entombed ‘•in the archives of the 
Legislative Council, has been dug up, and again brought before 
the public. It is said that the tradesmen in Calcutta have raised 
objections to some of its clauses, and manifested an indisposi- 
tion to avail themselves of it : but as the law will compel no 
man to engage an apprentice, it is probable that the Legislative 
Council will at once proceed to pass it, when the period arrives 
for re-considering it, and thus submit its merits to the test of ex- 
perience. 

A draft of an Act has also been published for punishing 
Breaches of Trust : and no one will suppose that it has been 
brought forward before it was needed. During the last two 
or three years, we have bad examples of the most flagrant 
abuses of Trust, which involved the loss of millions sterling, 
and entailed the most extensive misery and ruin on the mem- 
bers of the community ; but in no case has it been * possible, 
owing to the weakness and defect of the law, to bring home the 
crime to the guilty, and to inflict adequate punishment on them. 

Another Act, of no small importance to the future well-being 
of the country, is that which establishes Liberty of Conscience 
throughout India. By the Hindu Law, any man, who forsakes 
his ancestral creed, forfeits all claim to his ancestral property, and 
is reduced to a state of beggary. The Jand of India is thus, 
for the most part, hypothecated, by the Hindu Code, to the 
perpetual support of Hindu superstition : and no man of pro- 
perty can forsake the ranks of idolatry without incurring the 
severest pecuniary penalties. In 1832, Lord William Bentinck 
made the first attack on this system of persecution, so far as this 
presidency is concerned, and enacted that no man should be sub- 
jected to the loss of property to which he would be entitled but 
for his change of creed. At the end of seventeen years — and, 
it is said, with the cordial concurrence of the Court of Directors 
and the Board of Control — the Legislative Council has proposed 
to extend this just and equitable law to the two other Presidencies. 
Though the Hindus at this presidency can have no individual 
interest in this movement, as freedom of conscience is the law 
among them ; they have, as might have been expected, taken 
umbrage at a measure which destroys one of the bulwarks 
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of Hinduism in other parts of the country, and they have 
sent in a Memorial against it. The Hindus at Madras have 
also taken alarm at the introduction of this law into their pre- 
sidency : but the Marquis of Tweeddale is no longer at -^e head 
of that Government, and the opposition to the proposeclli!H^- 
ment has been comparatively feeble. 

Government has also begun to legislate for Joint Stock 
Companies ; and the d»aft of a very elaborate Act has been 
published for giving privileges to Eegistcred Companies. It 
does not grant them the privilege of limited responsibility, 
which is the peculiar prerogative of a Charier; but it gives 
to creditors the amplest remedy for the recovery of their de- 
posits against the shareholders. It has not met with any 
particular acceptance from the commercial community, because 
it is said not to provide adequate securities against misman- 
agement. It is an improvement upon the existing law : and 
that is all that has been said in its favour. 

But the Acts which have given peculiar umbrage to the Euro- 
pean community, are those which are intended to place British 
subjects under the jurisdictionof the Criminal Courts of the Com- 
pany, and to afford security to Magistrates. The first of these 
is entitled an Act for Abolishing Exemption from the Jurisdic- 
tion of the East India Company’s Criminal Courts. It provides 
that ‘‘ throughout the territories of the East India Company, 
with the exception of the Presidency. Towns, all persons are 
henceforth amenable to the jurisdiction of the Magistrates and 
Criminal Courts of the East India Company, and may be ap- 
l^rehended, tried, and punished by them, respectively, accord- 
ing to the Eegulations now, or hereafter to be, in force." Tiio 
history of this enactc^ent has an important bearing upon its 
merits. By an Act passed in 1813, the Parliament of Great 
Britain enacted that, for the better protection of the Natives of 
the country, British subjects, who had hitherto been entirely 
exempt from the jurisdiction of the Criminal Courts of the 
Company, should be liable to be tried in them, and punished 
with fines to the extent of 500 Es., in all cases of assault, forci- 
ble entry, or other injury accompanied with force. By the last 
Charter, that of 1833, permission was given for Europeans to 
purchase and hold lands throughout India, and to settle in the 
country ; and a Legislative Council was at the same time esta- 
blished, with power to make Jaws for all courts, all persons, and 
in all matters — with certain exceptions. The Court of Directors 
immediately wrote to the Government, that, in their view, 
it would be impossible to fulfil the obligation of protecting 
the natives of India, from insult and outrage (according to the 
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direction in Clause 85 of the Act), unless both Natives and 
Europeans were rendered responsible to the same judicial 
control. There can be no equality of protection, where justice 
is notj tiuallv, and on equal terms, accessible to all.” It was in 
of this recommendation, that Europeans were sub- 
jected, in 1836, to the civil jurisdiction of the Company’^s Courts. 
Subsequently, three or four Acts have been passed, in the spirit 
of these instructions, and directed to thB same objects It only 
remained to make British subjects amenable to the Magistrates 
and Criminal Courts of the Company, in cases not embraced by 
the Act of the 53d, George III. The subject was long under 
discussion in the Law Commission : and the opinions of its 
members, as well as of the Judges of the Supreme Courts and 
the Members of Council, having all been obtained, the Legis- 
lative Council proceeded to carry out the views of the Court of 
'Directors and the Board of Control, and promulgated the Act, 
to which we have alluded. It has created a great commotion 
in the European eommunity, and more especially in Calcutta. 
A Memorial has been drawn up for presentation to the Gover- 
nor General against this and two other acts ; and a sum of more 
than 36,000 Rs. has been subscribed, for the furtherance of their 
objects, by the memorialists. 

Another of the Acts, against which the Memorial is directed, 
is entitled an Act for the Protection of Judicial Officers : and it 
provides that no officer, acting judicially, shall be liable to be 
sued in any Civil Court for any act done, or ordered to be done, 
by him in the discharge of his judicial duty, whether within, 
or not within, the limits of his jurisdiction, provided that he at 
the time in good faith believed himself to have jurisdiction 
to do or order the act complained of.” It^orresponds in a great 
measure with the Act of Slst George III, which declared that 
“ no action should lie against any judicial officer, for any act com- 
mitted in his judicial capacity.” That enactment, as the reader 
must well know, the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council 
drove their coach and four through ; and the Judges of the 
Supreme Court in Calcutta have accordingly conformed to the 
precedent, and inflicted fines, and coats, on the Magistrates 
when brought before them. Those, who preside in the Supreme 
Court, have felt the position to be unpleasant in which they are 
thus placed ; and it is generally understood that this Act has 
been drafted at the suggestion, if not in the words, of Sir Law- 
rence Peel, the Chief Justice. 

The third Act, to which the memorialists object, declares, 
that, ** whereas doubts have been entertained as to the proper 
course of procedure in cases of persons entitled to exemption 
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from the jurisdiction of the Company's Courts, every person 
charged with any crime before those Courts, who is, or claims 
to be, entitled to any of the said privileges and exemptions, 
must plead and prove, to the satisfaction of the Court, -^s pri- 
vilege and exemption.” On the merits of those famouP^^Hl^ 
we shall take an opportunity, in another place, of recording 
our opinion. 

We have yet two other Draft Acts to notice. The first refers 
to Trial by Jury in the Company's Courts. It remodels and ex- 
tends the Act passed by Lord William Bentinck for establishing 
this mode of trial. It exempts from serving on the Jury the 
whole body of public servants, and directs the Collector to make 
out a list of ‘‘ persons of reputed intelligence, and respectability, 
and consideration, between the ages of twenty-five and fifty,” who 
are to be compelled to serve, when summoned, under the penalty 
of a fine. Five persons are to be chosen by lot for any jury 
trial ; but their decision is not to be final, unless the Session 
Judge should approve of it. This Act has not met with the 
approval of any class of men ; and it is much to be doubted, 
whether it will prove beneficial, in its present form, to the cause 
of justice. We must not omit to mention that the Jury Act con- 
tains the following enactment regarding the Muhammadan law ; 
“ After the passing of this Act, no Futwah shall bo required in 
any case from the law officer of any Court.” 

The last Act, we have occasion to notice, is one for the esta- 
blishment of Tolls on all roads, constructed, or repaired, by 
Government. By it the system of Tolls which has so long been 
in operation at the Presidency of Bombay, is extended to the 
whole of India. This brief recapitulation of the chief legis- 
lative movements of ,the year will fully bear us out in our 
remark, that the past year has been remarkable above all others 
for the fertility of its legislation, and for the importance of 
the change in our institutions, which the Acts are designed to 
introduce. 

We have mentioned, in a previous page, that the whole of tho 
army of India was thrown forwards towards the Punjab. Tho 
official order on this subject is as follows : — 

“ The Most Noble the Governor General of India is pleased to reBoIve, 
that the undermentioned Stations, attached to the 13engal Presiden^ , shall 
hereafter be permanently occupied by Troops of the Madras and Bombay 
Armies, as follows : , , ^ 

“ By the Madras Army— Cuttack, Sagor, Hussingabad, Jubbulpor®, Na- 
gode, Nursingpore, and Mhow. 

" By the Bombay Army— Nimuch and Nusserabad. 

“ All Appointments, connected with the Bengal army at the above Sta- 
tions, will cease on the Ist of January next ; but Officers will continue to 
act in their present Appointments, until they are relieved, or are withdrawn. 
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“ The Stations of Nowgong, Jhansi, Oraee, Bandah, Hiimirpore, and 
Calpi, now attached to the Sagor Division, are transferred to the Cawn> 
pore Division, from this date,” 

The distribution of the army of the three Presidencies has not 
be^ii^ll^terially altered for some years ; but the determination of 
Crovernment to hold the Punjab, without any addition to the 
regular regiments, rendered it necessary to modify the existing 
arrangements. The Malabar coast was heretofore garrisoned by 
troops from the Madras Presidency; though, in a geographical 
point of view, it might be considered as belonging to that of 
Bombay. By the order above quoted this anomaly is remedi- 
ed ; and the Malabar stations are transferred to the Bombay 
troops. The Madras Army, thus relieved, is enabled to occupy 
Sagor and Mhow, which had formerly belonged to the Bengal 
Presidency : while the care of Kajputana and Meywar, hitherto 
garrisoned by Bengal troops, was made over to the sepoys of 
Bombay. The Bengal troops, thus relieved of the charge of 
four important military stations, are enabled to occupy all the 
cantonments in the Punjab, which has now been entirely made 
over to the army of this Presidency. 

At the commencement of the past year, the hopes of those, who 
are anxious for the improvement of India, were damped by the 
refusal of the Court of Directors to act up to their promises, res- 
pecting the Dividend, which they were understood to have gua- 
ranteed to the shareholders of the two Indian Railway Com- 
panies, the East Indian, and the Great Indian and Peninsular. 
Though the events, which preceded this decision, do not properly 
fall within the scope of this article, a succinct narrative of them 
appears necessary for the sake of more complete illustration. 
The Honorable Court promised, in the year 1846, to guarantee a 
dividend of four per cent, upon ^500, 000 sterling, for 15 years, on 
condition that the details of the Railway should be arranged 
according to their wishes, and that only such sections of the 
line should be attempted, as they themselves might think fit 
to adopt. The shareholders of the two Companies, however, 
declined the terms offered, which, they feared, would not be found 
sufficient to induce English capitalists to embark in the under- 
taking. Moved by their representjjions, the Court agreed, 
on the 7th July 1847, to grant a dividend of 5 per cent, for twenty- 
five years upon the same amount, but coupled their promise with 
a proviso, that the Railway Company should demonstrate their 
ability to perform their part of the contract, by raising j 9100,000 
before the 1st October following, and paying it, as a deposit, into 
the Company s treasury. This the Railway Company agreed to 
do : but the Commercial distress, which arose about this time, 
and the breaking out of the French Revolution, with the con- 
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sequent derangement of all commercial enterprises, prevented 
the realisation of the promised funds. They then offered to 
deposit £50,000, and to content themselves with commenc- 
ing only one section of the line. The Court of Directors, 
however, appear to have entertained a very excusablW'll^ 
picion, that the Railway Companies possessed no real stamin^ 
and that a Company, which could not raise £100,000, was not 
likely to be able to raise a Million : and they positively refused 
to accede to the proposal. But the Court were at length induced 
to change their determination : and, within a month of their 
positive refusal, they accepted a modified proposal of the share- 
holders. The guarantee was maintained on its former footing ; 
but the deposit money was reduced to £GO,000 : and this was 
paid up, though not without difficulty, arising from the tightness 
of the money market. 

The two Companies now began to indulge the hope, that they 
had at last cleared their path, and that no further difficulties re- 
mained, but those which are inseparable from the operations of 
all Railway Companies: — but their hopes once more proved delu- 
sive. At the eleventh hour, a question was started, as to the na- 
ture of the dividend guarante'ed : and the Court of Directors 
were brought to explain the nature of their engagement in terms 
more explicit than they had previously done. They replied to a 
representation, which was made to them, that they had simply 
promised Five per cent, interest upon all the money paid into 
their treasury; but that they knew nothing of any Dividend, and 
had no intention of guaranteeing anything of the kind. This 
was a heavy blow ; and its severity was not mitigated by the ex- 
traordinary excuse put forward by the Directors, that they had 
never intended to grant a dividend. Tliey were, at any rate, 
fully acquainted with the belief, which universally prevailed in 
the City on the subject. Prospectus after prospectus had been 
issued, speeches had been made, and articles written, on the suj)- 
position of the dividend: and, greatly as the Directors may indi- 
vidually undervalue the press, we doubt whether any one of 
them is without a newspaper on his breakfast table : the plea of 
ignorance was therefore inadmissible. Tlie Court had an expen- 
sive war on their hands at|pie time, in which they were said to 
be spending at the rate of £15,000 a day, and which appeared 
likely to be protracted for a long period ; and they manifestly 
dreaded to take the responsibility of so great an undertaking, 
before they were well assured that their military expenses were 
approaching a termination. Had they frankly announced this 
as their reason, the public might have been satisfied. The 
manufacturers of Manchester, on learning this apparently capri- 
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cious decision of the Court, began to bestir themselves; and 
a deputation of that body requested an interview with Sir 
John Hobho^bse, who was understood to be the chief obstacle 
to th^jprogress of the Railway, and asked for an exposition of 
JprtiBtiments, Sir John declared that he had not the slight- 
est intention of obstructing that great work ; and that he did not 
think that any of the Directors entertained such a feeling. With 
this the deputation expressed itself satisfied, and retired. Tlie 
matter was thus brought to a happy termination ; and the terms, 
eventually granted, were perhaps more liberal than the Compa- 
nies had previously expected. The following were the conditions, 
on which the Government of India resolved to grant their aid 
to this work: — 

“ 1. That the section of the line of railway be left to the Govern- 
ment of India, it being understood that the section to be undertaken in 
the first ii\8tance, shall be the commencement of the line, which maybe 
determined upon, from Calcutta, towards the upper provinces, so as to 
form a commencement of the lino, leading either to Mirzapore, or to 
llajmabal, 

“ 2 . That tbo railway be made by a company under the supervision and 
direction of the East India Company, whose officers in India, or in London, 
shall attend to the whole expenditure, ’ and see that the capital account is 
properly kept, in the course of construction. 

“ 3. That a capital of 1,000,000L sterling, for the execution of the 
proposed exnerimental section, shall bo raised by the railway company from 
the shareholders, and ^aid into the East India Company’s treasury in 
London, to be redrawn as required for expenditure for such purposes only 
as shall be admitted to he capital. 

“ 4. That the land he provided by the Government. 

“ .5. That the land remain the property of Government, and that the 
Railway Company be granted the use of it on lease for 90 years ; but which, 
nevertheless, shall he terminable at any shorter period, when the East 
India Company shall, under the conditions and stipulations herein contain- 
ed, become possessed of the railway. 

“ b. That the ICast India Company shall pay annually to tbo directors 
of the railway company a sum equal to 5 per cent, interest on the capital of 
one million paid into the East India Company's treasury, under the provi- 
sion contained in clause 3. 

“ 7. That the whole of the profits shall he applicable to repay the East 
India Company the interest of 6 per cent, thus advanced ; and if more 
profit than 5 per cent, is made, then that one-half of the surplus shall go 
towards repaying the interest advanced in former years, and the other half, 
to the shareholders. When the arrears 4|^tere8t, with interest thereon, 
calculated at the rate of 5 per cent, from tbemme it shall have been advanced 
by the East India Company, are all paid, then all the extra profit to go to 
the shareholders. 

“ B. That in order that the public may have security that the rail- 
way, when opened, shall be kept in use, it be a condition, that the 
Kailway Company shall run such traiiis as the Government in India shall 
consider necessary for the convenience of the public and the general 
Iraffio. 

“ 9. That, in the working of the lino, the East India Company shall 
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have perfect supervision of works, books, accounts, &o., and shall see that 
the line and working-stock are at all times kept in perfect repair, equal to 
the first state ; and that if the Railway Company fail to follow the direc- 
tions of the East India Company’s officers, the latter shall be at liberty to 
make repairs, and deduct the cost from the next accruing interest, 
moneys, to be paid to the Railway Compaiw. 

“ 10. That in no case shall the East India Company be callec 
pay more than 5 per cent, per annum on the actual capital paid into the 
Company’s treasury, to an extent not exceeding 1,000,000L sterling; and 
that, if there be any loss in working the line, the Railway Company shall 
bear the same, so long as they retain it. They shall, however, be at liberty 
to give it up to the East India Company at any time they please, after six 
months’ notice in writing, which may be given at any time after the line, 
first to be made, shall have been finished, and in operation for the space of 
three months : but the railroad to be given up in perfect condition, both as 
to the line, and the working-stock. They shall then receive payment of the 
original capital, invested in the actual survey and construction of the line, 
either in one sum, or at the option of Government, it may be commuted 
for an annuity according to the provision herein-after contained for the 
purchase of the railway by the East India Company, the Railway Company 
having satisfied the East India Company that all claims against the Rail- 
way Company, in respect to the railway, have been discharged. 

“ 11. That any Company undertaking these works shall lodge with 
the East India Company, within two months from the date of the Court’s 
letter transmitting the present revised terms, a subscription contract list 
of the shareholders, to be approved by the East India Company, for the 
whole amount of the capital required — namely, l,O0O,OO0L sterling, with 
a deposit thereon of 6 per cent ; whereupon the East India Company 
will return the present deposit of 60,000^, and will tftke measures, in view 
to obtain without delay for the Railway Company a charter from the 
Government of India, and a charter in conformity therewith from the 
Crown. 

“ 12. That a clause be introduced into such charters, which shall bind the 
Railway Company to the payment of the required capital, and the com]>lGtion 
of the works undertaken, within such period as may be agreed upon between 
them and the East India Company, and which-in case of failure of such 
engagement, shall enable the East India Company to take possession of the 
line, upon the repayment only of the cost of survey and construction of 
such portions of the line, as shall have been actually completed and opened 
to the public. 

“ 13. That provision be made for securing to the Goveniraent of India 
the option of purchasing the railway at the expiration of 25, or of 50, years. 

“ 14. That the terms of such purchase shall be computed at the mean 
market . value of the shares of the railway during the three years lost 
preceding the same period of 25, or 50, years, as the case may be. 

“15. That the purchase-m(||ey so computed, may, at the option of 
Government, either be paid to the Railway Company in one sum, or be 
commuted for a fixed annuity for the remainder of the lease of 99 years. 

“ 16. That it is to be understood that the anuual payment, guaranteed 
by clause 6 of these terms and conditions, will be confined to the experiment 
now under consideration. 

“17. That it is to be likewise un^rstood that the present arrangement 
in no respect supersedes the terms communicated to the Government of 
India in the Legislative letter of May 7, 18tD, with the exception only of 
the question of guarantee of iuto.cst. 

Q 
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“ 18. That, in consideration of the rate of interest haying been raised 
from four to five per cent, per annum, the Railway Company undertakes to 
cari-y the mail free, and the troops, the artisans, and the stores of the 
Government at the terms chargeable for the lowest class of passengers, and 
atth^if'pvest rate for goods respectively.’* 

These terms were subsequent embodied, with little altera- 
tion, in the Indenture made on the I7th of August 1849, 
between the East India Company on the one part, and the 
East India Railway Company, incorporated by Act of Parlia- 
ment, on the other. The Indenture consists of Thirty clauses, 
and lays down the minutest rules for the management of the 
Rail, and provides, apparently, for every possible contingency. 
But the arrangement, which has thus been made after five years 
of hesitation and vacillation, for the commencement of this 
great national undertaking, appears open to many objections, 
which are not altogether without foundation. The Court of 
Directors do not guarantee a Dividend of Five per cent, to the 
Shareholders, which they ought unquestionably to have done, if 
they intended to inspire the public with confidence, and to 
secure the acquisition of the capital requisite for this great 
enterprize. Their engagement amounts to little more than a 
contribution of Five lakhs of Rupees a year to the Railway 
Company ; the whole of which may be absorbed in its opera- 
tions, leaving the shareholders to wait for their dividends, till 
the Rail becomes remunerative. The Court of Directors are 
fully aware, that the success of the enterprize depends upon the 
guarantee of Five per cent, interest to the Holders of Railwaij 
Stock ; and, that if this guarantee had been given at once, throe 
or four years ago, capital would have flowed into tlieir Treasury 
by Millions, and the Railway would probably by this time have 
been completed to Burdwan. We arc not certain, that the East 
India Company will not eventually be constrained to adopt this 
measure — after three or four years more have been frittered away. 

Another objection to the plan is that the sum, to be ex- 
pended in the first experiment, is limited to one Million Ster- 
ling ; and that the Rail is to bo extended, if that experiment is 
found to answer. But it must have been equally evident to both 
the parties to this agreement, that this contemptible sum would 
not he sufiicient to carry the Rail to any point, either in the 
direction of Mirzapore, or Rajmahal, where a remunerating traf- 
fic could bo expected. It is scarcely possible to avoid the con- 
clusion, though it may appear uncharitable, that the Court of 
Directors have not entered mto the arrangement with that 
degree of zeal, which was calculated to shew that they were 
anxious for its success. 
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Tbo British establishments in China, though under the ad- 
ministration of the Crown, are so closely identified, by ancient 
associations and existing interests, with those of India, that we 
may naturally be expected to glance at the more im||Drtant 
transactions, which have occurred there during the past^lffPIl^ 
From the time when the viceroy of Canton refused to fulfil the 
provisions of the treaty of 1842, to the unavenged murder of 
Governor Amaral at Macao, our proceedings have consisted of 
little else but humiliating quarrels with the provincial mandarins, 
and useless concessions to Chinese mob-dictation. Among the 
clauses of the treaty of 1842, which we dictated to the Cabinet 
of Pekin, when the Empire was at its last gasp, and a few 
marches forward might have terminated the dynasty of the 
Tartars, it was arranged that the Port of Canton, on the southern 
coast, should be open to all Europeans, and that they should 
possess full liberty of ingress and egress, or of permanent re- 
sidence. But, after this treaty had been ratified, and the dollars, 
which formed the indemnity, had been so ostentatiously convey- 
ed to the Royal Mint in London, another treaty was concluded 
with the Chinese authorities, the secret articles of wliich were 
not allowed to transpire. Intelligence reached Sir John Davis 
that the French were intriguing to obtain possession of the is- 
land of Chusan. This island, which had been for some period un- 
der British rule, and was only restored at the termination of the 
war, was felt (from its position) to be of too great importance to 
be allowed to pass into the hands of a rival and enterprising 
power. Sir John therefore declared that the English Govern- 
ment would waive its right of entry into the town of Canton, 
on condition that the Emperor should pledge himself to refuse 
possession of Chusan to any European power, except the 
British. The Emperor, well avvare of the state of public feel- 
ing in the Canton province, and conscious of his own impo 
tence, eagerly caught at the nominal equivalent ; and the secret 
clause was confirmed. This transaction was not known to the 
public generally ; and all parties became clamorous for the fulfil- 
ment of the treaty of 1842, and the opening of the gates. The- 
Ministry were therefore constrained to instruct the Government 
of Hong-Kong to demand the fulfilment of the treaty of 1842 : 
and, as our readers well know, a British armament, consisting 
of land and sea forces, proceeded up to Canton, levelled the 
forts at the Bocca Tigris, spiked eight Bundred pieces of 
cannon, and, on arriving before the city, threatened to bombard 
it, unless the demand was instaiitly complied with. The Imperial 
Commissioner, thus placed between two fires, the British 
cannon on the one hand, and an infuriated populace on tire 
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Other, prevailed on the British representative to agree that tlie 
opening of the gates should be postponed for two years, to the 
1st of April, 1849. As the time approached for the fulfilment 
of thi^ engagement, the difficulties in the way appeared to 
^ii0fM!se. As early as November 1848, the popular feeling in 
and about Canton had made itself manifest, in a mode which 
could not be mistaken. Various circumstances^ connected with 
the internal condition of the country, have combined to give to 
the expression of the popular will of the city and province of 
Canton a degree of importance, which is unknown in oriental 
monarchies. The people of this district, the most warlike and 
turbulent of all the divisions of the Empire, are said to be 
generally opposed to the Tartar dynasty ; and the descendants 
of the ancient Chinese princes, we are informed, are still look- 
ed upon with a degree of reverence almost approaching to 
loyalty. The influence of habit, and some fear of the ulterior 
strength of the Government, have alone kept the people of the 
province from actual rebellion : but the Brother of the Sun and 
Moon has frequently been made to feel that the swords of his 
Tartar soldiery, and the buttons of his Tartar Mandarins, would 
be of little avail against the vengeance of an exasperated 
mob. The triumphs of the British, and the consequent ex- 
posure of the real weakness of the Empire, appear to have sap- 
ped the foundations of the Imperial authority : and it was felt 
that another scene of humiliation, like that which was enacted 
at Nankin, would probably terminate the reigu of the existing 
dynasty. Even in China, new ideas have sprung up ; and the 
wish for change has made ittelf felt through all the Chinese 
“struldbrug civilization.” Any declared opposition to the will 
of the mob at Canton, or any decided attempt to coerce the peo- 
ple, would have produced an outbreak, which, it was felt by the 
Imperial Court, would prove dangerous, if not ruinous, to its 
authority: The behests of the populace thus became law in 
the palace of the Tartar Viceroy. When, therefore, the great 
and important ist of April arrived, the Imperial Commissioner 
Sen declared his determination not to allow the entrance of any 
foreigners, merchants or others, into the city of Canton. It 
was necessary, however, before a final refusal was given, to make 
a reference to the Emperor himself ; as otherwise Sen felt that 
subsequent events might induce his master to throw the whole 
responsibility of the transaction on his shoulders, and possibly 
to remove his head from them by way of expiation. In due 
time the Imperial rescript arrived ; and a more cautious and di- 
plomatic missive was never concocted by Talleyrand himself Sen 
was directed to conciliate at once the foreignera and the people. 
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and to rely upon his own judgment for the mode in which this 
was to be done — but, above all things, to avoid embroiling the 
Government with the populacew' This was simply to allow Sen 
to take what course he pleased, without reference to aay thing 
but his own responsibility. Thus emboldened by his maslwmit- 
ter, he repeated his refusal ; and, as the crisis appeared to involve 
the possibility of a war, Mr. Bonham, the Queen’s representa- 
tive, deemed it expedient to make a reference to England. For- 
tunately some very strong statements appeared, in the English 
and Indian Journals, of the danger and inutility of a forcible entry 
into the city ; and the Ministry determined to waive the right 
which they had obtained by the second treaty. There was, moro- 
over, another motive for the concession. In England there ap- 
pears to have been, from time immemorial, a vague respect for 
the greatness of the Chinese Empire. Its vast extent, the in- 
distinctness of our information concerning its resources, and the 
apocryphal stories of its advance in civilization and refinement, 
have not been without their effect on the minds even of states- 
men. They totally forgot that Queen Anne, whoso generals 
had conquered half Europe, felt jireeisely tlie same undefined 
dread of the great Mogul. The publications of that day fre- 
quently teemed with stories of the immeasurcable magnificenco 
of the Great Court, now pensioned by a company of Merchants. 
This dread of collision, combined with the complicated state of 
European politics, induced the Ministry to pocket the insult, 
which the Chinese Government had offered : and their determina- 
tion has met with general approbation. 

The satisfaction of the EmpHror, at this termination of his 
difficulties, has been expressed in a very remarkable state paper: 
and as this document, and the proclamation of the people of 
Canton, are of some importance in estimating the real spirit of 
the Chinese Government and nation, we have given them in 
full. The following is the Emperor’s proclamation : — 

“ It is now ten years since tlio commencement of our affairs with the 
barbarians. The sea coast was troubled and distressed, vast treasure ex- 
pended, and our army harrassed. Of late years, although they have been 
somewhat pacified ; yet, on calm consideration, the best means of guiding 
them, whether this be rigour or mildness, cannot be determined: and the 
evils, which flow, are the more extraordinary as they increase. We have 
deeply feared that the people on the sea board would suffer tho calamities of 
those who are trampled under foot in flight; and we have patiently borne all 
this, for it is an incontrovertible principle of reason that a small wrong 
must have ample redress. • j /. « i • n. 

“ Yesterday successive memorials were received from Seu-kwang-tsin, vio- 
vemor-General of Kwangtung, on account of the English barbarians 
having again sent a request to enter the city of Canton, reporting that he 
bad settled the affaii-s as most expedient and proper : and this day a courier 
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lias brought a memorial, stating that the merchants and populace of the said 
place, being deeply imbued with high principles, have contributed funds to 
ward off the insult ; and, Vie gentry and literati having really exerted them- 
selves to assist, the question of entering the city was already set at rest. 
The saidj parbarians are to have free trade as of old ; and both natives and 
foijiifBi^ will live in peace. Not a soldier has been killed, nor an arrow 
dTscharged. The said Governor-General, and Lieutenant-Governor, have 
tranquillized the people, and soothed the barbarians, — in every point main- 
taining the interests of main importance. They have caused the said bar- 
barians to submit quietly, and not offer the least violence ; and this settle- 
ment must be of permanent duration. 

“ Our feelings of congratulation and pleasine it would be hard fully to 
express ; and it is fitting that we bestow liberal rewards to encourage such 
eminent merit. Let Sen Uwang-tsin by our favour be rewarded with the 
title of Tsze-tseoh (Viscount), the same to be hereditary; and let him also be 
rewarded wfth a double-eyed peacock’s feather. Let Yeh-ming chin (Lieut.- 
Governor) by our favour be rewarded with the title of Nau-tseoh (Baronet), 
also hereditary, and let him also be rewarded with a double-eyed peacock’s 
feather. Thus will our kind reward be displayed. I^et the two peacock’s 
feathers be sent off, to be respectively received by the parties. Let Mun-ze- 
gan,Woolawtai-('oh-gar-tunga, lang-ming-beaug, and 'L'seang-lin, who all join- 
ed their efforts in fulfilling their duty, be by our kindness rewarded by the 
Board according to the rules for military merit. Let the Taoutai expectant, 
Heu-tseang-kwang, by our favour be entered in the new otiicial List ; and 
appointed to the first vacant post, whether it be one of greater or less busi- 
ness. Let the Sing-chung expectant, Woo-tsung-yoon, by our favour have 
the diploma of a 'i'aoutai conferred upon him ; and let the Board select him 
for employment without delay. Let these two officers be also rewarded 
with Buttons of the third rank. Let Seu-kwang-tsin also select all the other 
civil and military oflicers in Kwangtung, who exeited themselves most con- 
spicuously in the business, and, on duo consideration of their respective 
merits, individually recommend them to us, when wo will afterwards bestow 
our favour upon them. 

“ As to my people of Kwangtung, Ifcey have always been called brave and 
spirited, but of late years they have been deeply imbued with high princi- 
ples — possessed of bravery, and enlarged discernment, indubitably arising 
from the spirit of renovation instructing them aright, and which is also the 
enlarged liberality of a heavenly disposition. It would be hard to find such 
thousands of people, who grudgo not their wealth, and are stedfast in their 
minds. Pondering on the merits of their tranquil awe, can we but sym- 
pathize with them ? or can our heart remain unmoved ? 

“ Let Seu-kwang-tsin publish our words, that they be known to every family, 
and constantly increase a desire to exertion for the public weal, and devo- 
tion to us. All will then enjoy the happiness of a quiet life, and rejoice in 
their estate. Let the said Governor-General bestow rewards, according to 
the merits of the parties, and confer Tablets with inscriptions, that their 
glory may be manilested. Let not our favours be in the least retarded, and 
thus will our mind be consoled. Let the rest be all settled as agreed upon. 
Respect this.” 

The next is the proclamation by the people of Canton, in honour 
of their brave governor, and their braver selves : — 

Honorary Tablet erected to their Excellencies Seu and Yeh, by the gen- 
try and literati. From of old there were no well-contrived plans for ruling 
the foreigners: for, if they were strictly governed, then strife arose ; while con- 
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tempt was the consequence of treating them kindly. Their dispositions are per- 
fectly avaricious and presumptuous : as ravenous after gain, as the Leviathan 
rushing on its prey, if they be disappointed in their profits, they become ten 
times, yea, a hundred times, more outrageous, and cannot bo appeased. It 
was said by Tang Kingchuen of the Ming dynasty, ‘ China andt^eigners 
are like a great family, neighbours to a gang of robbers, whose prSwilll^s 
more dangerous than their violence ; for then there is no period when th^ 
must not be guarded against; while they are all the more able to obsorve 
every opening to their advantage.’ 

“ The country having long enjoyed peace, our civilians have become neg- 
ligent of the public welfare in their eagerness after their own advance- 
ment ; and our military oflficers have kept quiet in order to secure their own 
safety. At the first rumour of robbers, they start with fear, and, seeing the 
storm from afar, scatter in amazement ; ere they have come to the brunt, the 
spirit of the battalions is already affected, if not even extinct. There is per- 
haps some explanation for the unbounded violence and exactions of tho 
foreigners ; for in former times they had only Macao, one little corner on 
the extreme south, as a trading-spot: but now they sail here and there into 
every port, just as they please, building foreign houses, bringing foreign 
women, and obtaining all they ask for, to their heart’s desire. Moreover, 
they boast saying, ‘ we are a match for the Chinese officers. Why should 
we not go into the city here at Canton, and pay our respects to tho authori- 
ties, just the same as is done at Fuhkien, Chekiang, and Kiungnan?’ 

“ The Imperial envoy [Keying] unavoidably complied with the necessi- 
ties of the case, and memorialized the Court, setting tho period of three- 
years, after which this might be allowed ; but ho shortly after retired 
from oflSce : and His Excellency Sen, an officer dee)) in counsel, and bold in 
action, was raised from the governorsliip to the rank of Governor-General ; 
and. after about a year’s possession of the post, he has fully learned that 
the spirit of the people of Canton can be depended on, and that tho enthu- 
siasm of the troops can easily bo aroused. When tlie time arrived, tho 
chiefs of the nations came in their vessels requesting an interview ; when 
His Excellency accorded them a personal meeting, at which ho firmly reject- 
ed ten or more things besought by thetn. Perceiving Unit tlie commissioner 
was immovable, the chiefs agam put forth their reipiest to enter tho city; 
when His Excellency said. ‘ I will refer tho matter to Court, to see whether 
or no it can bo allowed.’ They exclaimed. ‘ Well, well ! We will hear 
the mandate.’ 

“ Meanwhile the provincial officers generally thought His Excellency 
would not be able to an*ange the matter amicaloly, and that native vaga- 
bonds would take advantage of the occasion to excite disturbance, which 
even liis utmost energy could not overrule ; but he never showed the least 
discomposure (at this threatening prospect), and, in conjunction with the 
Fuyuen Yeh, exerted all his wisdom and energy in making preparations for 
a resort to arms. At the same flrae, these two oflScers sedulously collected 
horses, and enlisted men, put in order the cannon and other nnlitary equip- 
ments, and laid in a store of provisions. They stimulated the enthusiasm 
of officers, by exciting their emulation and love for glory ; they roused the 
courage of the soldiery, by holding out rewards, and by threatening certain 
punishments ; they excited the patriotism of tho gentry and literati, by cir- 
culating energetic remonstrances, setting forth in the plainest manner the 
happiness or calamity which would result from their conduct ; and, by stop- 
ping the trade of the merchants and shopmen, they stirred up their indig- 
nation, and obtained their co-operation. By all these means, they pre- 
pared the people to protect themselves, every household making itself ready 
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for the struggle ; so that spears and arms glittered in every street, the clau 
goiir of drums made the welkin ring, and the combined action of the mani 
myriads of brave spirits in the city paralyzed the heaven-daring pride [oi 
the foreigners], and terrified their slavish hearts. 

" The Imperial rescript having arrived, His Excellency issued a proclama- 
ti mfi iMmthe popular indignation could not be opposed; and the question of 
dfuering the city was accordingly dropped. For about ten years, since 1839 
and 1840, when troops were drawn out, and mutual hatred was stirred up, 
they have trodden down at will the coast of our country, seizing and destroy- 
ing our people and our women, penetrating every where through our inner 
and outer waters ; and the inhabitants have universally complied with their 
inclinations, as if they had been bewitched. Nobody could or would hear 
of any man, or any plan of action, adequate to oppose their intentions, 
or check their encroachments ; only we of Canton at Sunyuensli have 
ever destroyed therq, and at Hwang-chuh-ke cut them to pieces. Even 
tender children here are desirous to devour their flesh, and sleep upon their 
skins.” 

Soon after, another occurrence threatened to embroil us with a 
diflferent power in China. On the 7th of June 1849, a young 
man of the name of Summers, a missionary, stopped in the 
streets of Macao to observe a procession of the Host: but either 
through ignorance, or a conscientious feeling, refused to take off 
his hat, as it passed. Perhaps Macao is, of all cities in the 
world, the. most remarkable for the extreme bigotry of its inhabi- 
tants and their rulers. Even the Inquisition still exists in the 
town; and the clergy, it: ig said, seldom scruple to make use of 
means, more substantial than their spiritual weapons, to convince 
heretics that the bosom of the church is at least safer than heresy. 
The priests complained to the Governor, who was near the spot; 
and a message was sent to the young Englishman, with a request 
to him to comply with the customs of the place. Mr. Summers, 
not being able to understand the language of the request, still 
kept on the oflensive hat. He was therefore summarily arrest- 
ed, and thrown into prison; whence he wrote an account of the 
affair to Commodore Keppel, the officer in command of the 
Queen’s vessels in the harbour, who demanded the missionary’s 
release, which was peremptorily refused. He then determined to 
effect the object by force. The Governor was absent at a regatta : 
and the Commodore, landing a party of sailors and marines, 
passed through the town, and liberated Mr. Summers from jail. 
Unhappily one life was lost: and the Governor ordered the soldier 
to be buried, and made proclamation that he had been assassi- 
nated by order of Captain Keppel, Commodore of Her Britan- 
nic Majesty's fleet in those seas. 

A singular question of international law has arisen out 
of this apparently insignifleant affair. Macao has been in 
the possession of the Portuguese, ever since 1586, i. e. for 
more than two hundred and fifty years : but it has never been 
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acknowledged as an independent port. In the treaty of 1842, 
there is a clause, which provides that all British subjects offend- 
ing against the laws of China, shall be amenable only to the 
jurisdiction of British Judges; this clause^was Bubs^uently 
declared by Sir H. Pottingers ordinance [No. I., of 1844 jl| 0 ^ 
elude Macao. The Portuguese Court demanded an explanati^ 
of this document; to which Lord Aberdeen, who at that time held 
the seals of the Foreign office, returned a somewhat ambiguous 
reply. It satisfied the Court of Lisbon, however ; and they 
considered the ordinance as null and void, with respect to their 
own possessions in China. Captain Keppel, very probably, 
had not seen this document; and he consequently acted up 
to (what he believed to be) the spirit of the instructions furnished 
by his own Government. It was a case of the black and white 
sides of the shield, and would have been insignificant enough 
in itself, but for the high character of Governor Amaral, who 
was known in Macao only as a stern and uncompromising 
reformer. 

A more tragical event, however, soon after cast this interna* 
tional question into the shade, and added greatly to the al- 
ready complicated state of affairs in China. The Governor of 
Macao had long been bitterly detested by the Chinese around, 
who were annoyed at his reforms : and some of the desperate 
characters, who appear to batten upon the European settlements, ' 
murdered him, when out on a ride beyond the barrier, and retain- 
ed his head and hand. These were, it appears, handed over to 
the Chinese Viceroy, Seu. The Portuguese inhabitants deter- 
mined on retribution. They made an assault upon a small fort 
outside their city, and captured it, with the slaughter of seventy- 
five of the guards. A Provisional Government was formed, 
with the Bishop Jeronymo at its head ; and a very sharp corres- 
pondence with the Viceroy took place. Seu at first coolly re- 
fused to deliver up the head ; and, when further pressed, asserted 
that he was afraid of the populace. To this the Bishop replied, 
that he should consider the Governor of Canton as an accessory 
before the fact, and that the consequences must rest on his own 
head. Seu now tried to offer some partial reparation ; an 
individual, probably some condemned criminal, was beheaded, 
and the Viceroy informed the Provisional Government, that this 
was the assassin : but he still refused to restore the mutilated 
members of the body.* The Provisional Government have 
summoned Troops from Goa and from Portugal. These, however, 
have not arrived : but it is difficult to see how the matter can end 

* Tbe bead afid bihd have since been restored. 

R 
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without bloodshed, as Portugal dares not draw back, and, bw as 
that country has fallen, it is still able to inflict a signal retribu- 
tion on the Chinese. 

Latebb there appears to have been something like a renewal ol 
our transactions in China. The southern coasts of the 
country have always been much exposed to,the attacks of pirates; 
this collection of all the desperadoes of the maritime provinces 
commit the most shocking atrocities in the vessels they obtain 
])ossesaion of, apparently for the wanton pleasure of cruelty. 
So formidable have these pirates become, that some of their 
associations have grown into towns; and they are enabled to 
equip war junks of an enormous size, and make any terms 
tliey please with the regular authorities. Two war steamers, the 
I^urt/ and Columbine, under the command of Captain Hay, after 
an intermitted battle of two days, destroyed twenty-three of these 
junks, averaging bOO tons, and mounting from 12 to 18 guns, three 
junks, still on the stocks, and, finally, the dockyards with their 
a 2 )paratus, nmcliinery, and timber. On the 13th of October, the 
same offiecr attacked another piratical fleet of G4 vessels, 
mounting 1220 pieces of cannon, and manned by 3000 despera- 
does. The whole were commanded by a pirate named Shap-ing- 
Htai, a man who had for months been the terror of that coast. 
Pifty-six junks were destroyed, 1700 men slaughtered, up- 
wards of 1200 guns captured, and the j)irate himself escaped 
with difficulty, with three or four of the smallest junks. These 
enterprises may be productive of more important effects, thait 
merely delivering the const from the piratical squadron. The 
Chinese hjfve now for the first time seen the British in their true 
character, as possessed of irresistible strength, and employing 
it for the benefit of others.. They will gradually fall into the 
habit of regarding the English as their natural protectors ; 
and between this, and actual submission, the interval is brief 
indeed. 

We now turn to another colony of the Crown in the East. 
The Great Rebellion of 1848 in Ceylon excited, from the first, 
very considerable interest in England ; and even the British Par- 
liament contrived to acquire something like definite information 
as to the real subject matter in dispute. Perha23s, of all the de- 
partments of Government, the Colonial office is deservedly the 
most unpopular. One man (who, however able and zealous he 
may be, is but mortal) is expected to stahd in the relation 
of a second Providence to Eorty-five colonies, of which three are 
embryo Saxon Empires, and the rest filled with a population of 
turbulent natives, and discontented Europeans. The affairs of 
Ceylon for 1840 are best narrated in the pages of Hansard : for 
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its history is comprised in fierce Parliamentary attacks, and heavy 
onslaughts, directed against the Ministerial party, under the 
pretence of attacking Lord Torrington. Wq have so recently 
discussed the merits of this question, that we hd>|piH^ 
only the result to chronicle. Lord Torrington was acciJ^ 
ed of tyranny : and the only proof, brought forward, was, that he 
did not believe Ceylon to be quite so far advanced in the career 
of civilization as Paris, or that the abolition of the punishment 
of death for political offences was expedient. He was ac- 
cused of gross dereliction of duty: and the assertion was sup- 
ported by evidence that he had suppressed a rebellion, and saved 
the European residents from massacre. Lastly, he was acoiised 
of exciting the rebellion by the imposition of taxes, which had 
been ordered by the Colonial office, and of shooting a Bud- 
dhist priest in his robes, instead of shooting him naked. Lord 
Torrington was acquitted of every charge save one, by no means 
the least important, viz. that he had been a Lord of the Bed- 
chamber ; and the records of the island have ever since exhibited 
a picture of progressive improvement. The expenditure has 
been reduced by £34,000 ; and the Governor has announced his 
hope of being able to effect still further reductions. The ex- 
penditure, however, is still far too large. The Honourable 
Company, within whose territories Ceylon geographically lies, 
would certainly govern the island for £200,000 a year, and re- 
lieve it at once of its ornamental Governor, and burdensome 
Military Staff. A Brigadier would govern the Military depart- 
ments of Ceylon ; and four Commissioners for the four districts, 
with their assistants, would bo found to bo much more useful 
than the present costly establishments. The characteristic of 
Ceylon, during 1849, has been profound quiet ; the island can 
scarcely be said to have presented a single event worth re- 
cording — unless the dull squabbles of the colonists, and the 
duller diatribes about them in the local press, may be deemed 
such. 
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Art. V. — I. Samdchar Darpan, Serampore* 1818. 

2, SamMd Kaumadi, Sanskrit Press, 1821, 

Sebadi. Calcutta, 1821. 

4. Samdchar Chandrikd, Calcutta, 1822. 

5. Banga Dut, Calcutta, 1829, 

6. Gydndneshwan, Calcutta. 1831. 

The publication of Elliot’s Muhammadan Historians of India, 
and of Du Tassy’s History of Hindustani Literature, together 
with other valuable works of a similar class issued of late 
years, indicates that a taste is springing up for Bibliographical 
studies, and that the statistics of Literature are considered to be 
worthy of investigation, even in this age so fond of seeking after 
mere material objects. In this field, as in others, France and 
Germany have taken the lead. What works has England ever 
produced of a Bibliographical kind, equal to the writings of 
Mabillon and the Fathers of St. Maur? 

While notice has been taken at different periods of Sanskrit 
and Arabic Works, very little attention has been paid to a history 
of the rise and progress of the different Vernacular Literatures 
in India. We should be glad, for instance, to see a synopsis 
and sketch of the books published in Tamul, Canarese, and 
Mahratta. Monsieur du Tassy has supplied the desideratum 
for Hindustani ; and we are glad to learn that his work is being 
translated from French into Urdu ; it will form as excellent 
a guide for the study of Hindustani, as Horne’s Introduc- 
tion does for Biblical pursuits. We purpose in the present 
article to take a cursory range over the state of early 
Bengali literature, particularly with reference to the periodical 
press, which is indirectly exercising a considerable influence 
on the Hindu mind ; we shall also give a short notice of 
Bengali works, printed previously to the era of the Bengali 
Newspapers. 

It is difficult to gain any precise information respecting the 
language that was used at the Courts of Gaur and Nadiya; 
— nor is this surprising, when we reflect on the cloud of 
obscurity, that hangs over the ancient history of Bengal. 
It is true we have certain landmarks. Dacca and Satgan 
flourished, as commercial emporia, in the days of Pliny ; 
Gaur, according to Eennel, was the capital of Bengal, 750 
B. C. ; Tamluk, or Tamralipta, was the Benares of Budhism 
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. Bengal, eighteen centuries ago;* and a temple was erected 
In honor of Kapil Muni in Sagar Island, as far back as A. 
p 430 . We therefore conclude, on this and various other 
grounds, that the hypothesis, started by Kara Komul Seomthe 
very able preface to his Dictionary, is utterly without 
tion, viz. that a considerable portion of Bengal, as for instance 
the ^district of Jessore, has been reclaimed from the sea 
within the last three centuries. So far from the Sunderbund 
districts being of such recent origin, we believe that evi- 
dence can be adduced to shew that they formed a culti- 
vated tract of country, at a period when England was only 
emerc^ing from a state of barbarism. We ourselves a 
couple of years ago, in the Biblioth 4 que Roy ale at Pans, 
through the kindness of Monsieur Jomard, a map of Bengal, 
iiiade°in the fifteenth century, in which we observed five larp 
cities marked off on the borders of the sea, in what are now the 
Sunderbunds: but these have been subsequently laid waste 
throut^h Portuguese buccaneering, the effects ot inundations, 
and r sinking of the land owing to volcanic agency. We 
conclude therefore that Bengal was a civilized country long be- 
fore the light of refinement dawned on Britain. And there aie 
various data to confirm this position ; for instance, the of 

Benf^al in the Raghuvansa---t\iQ long standing fame of iiibeni, 
near°Hugly, as a place of pilgrimage— and the Ganga 

Sagar in tL Ramayana and Mahabharat. Kali Gbdt is r^^ied 
to as existing in the days of king Bhagiratli. ihe Vnhat Kai/ia 
alludes to various events of a very ancient date connected with 
Bengal ; and, in one of the stories contained in that ^*o*‘*y inter- 
esting ^ork, the scene is laid in Tamluk, and one ot the chief 

dramatis personee is a Budhist priest. A ♦ ne- 

Mention is also made of Bengal m the At the pe 

riod of the composition of that work, probably 
of the Ganges flowed down by way of Satgan, Sankhral Reao , 
and Baripur to the sea, instead of taking its present course, viz. 

. in proof of .hi,,wowould refer to an S?« 

tronage of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 11 Professor Wilson has commented 
French, with additional notes. Calcutta. 1848. Profess^^^^^ 
very favourably on this work in the IncHa.” la Fa 

Sykes in his valuable ‘‘ Notes on the Anie-Muht^ma^^^ as a place of 

Hian’s days, viz. A. D. 899, At the close of the 5th century before 

great traffic ; 1,000 Budhist monks liv^ m . ^ jpa ig said to have sent to the 

Sie ChriMianera,DharmMok..*ove«.^^^^ y.h 

King of Ceylon an A“*>aMadoi^. wh^mbwkW ^ recollection 

century, it was a town of oon*ider F .* to the sands and shallows, 

of the danger we ^atgaif, it has fallen into decay, partly owing 

with whteh the rirerw now mied. e’„ntaal1y block up eren the port of 

to that silting process of the nver, wnicn 
Calcutta. 
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the Padma. From these, and various other data, we infer, 
that Bengal may have been a comparatively civilized country 
for, perhaps, 2,500 years. Whether the Aboriginal tribes 
everoQjiupied the plains of Bengal, we know not ; perhaps 
arches, which Mr. Hodgson is making respecting the 
Aborigines, may throw light on this point : out these facts 
are well ascertained ; — that, Tamluk, in the third century, 
was famous for its Budhist Colleges, in which Fa Hian, a Chinese 
Priest, spent two years ; that one of the towers of Asoka stood 
there ; tliat, as late as the 12th century, the Pal Kings of Gaur 
were Budhists ; that Adisur brought Brahmans from Kanauj to 
Bengal in the 10th century, asBudhism had infected the Hindu 
priesthood in the latter country ; and that the Jains, whose sys- 
tem is a scion of Budhism, were formerly very numerous in Ben- 
gal. They were probably a lingering remnant of the Budhists. 

We offer the following suggestion as a point for inquiry. 
Considering that the Pali language is as invariable an accom- 
paniment of the Budhist rulers and priests, as Latin is of the 
Romish, or Sanskrit of the Brahminical, hierarchy ; and that the 
Pali bears as close an affinity to Sanskrit, as the Bengali does, 

* — is it not probable, that the ancient language, spoken on the 
plains of Bengal, was a mixture of the Pali and Prakrit, which 
might then have served, like the Prakrit, or Apabransa, gene- 
rally, as a kind of transition-dialect between the ancient Sanskrit 
and the modern Bengali, or Gauriya Bhasha? The Pali was 
pre-eminently the language of the people. It was the organ 
of the itinerant preaching system of the Budhist priests it 
was once the vernacular of Magadha, or Bahar ; and it bears 
the same relation to the Sanskrit, as the Dutch does to the 
German, or the Italian to the Latin. 

In support of the assertion, that Pali, or Prakrit, has been 
the language of the people, while Sanskrit Wfis used by the 
Brahminical class, we have the authority of Dr. Muller, in 
his “ Relation of the Bengali to the Arian and Aboriginal 
languages of India.” He remarks, “ The author of the most 
famous Prakrit Grammar, Katyayana, w^asthe same, who wrote 
additional notes on the great work on Sanskrit Grammar 
by Panini, his contemporary, or immediate predecessor; and 
we find in one branch of Sanskrit literature, which was more 
than any other destined for the higher, as well as the lower, 
classes, viz. in the dramatic compositions, a constant mixture 
of Sanskrit and Prakrit dialects, which unfold there an un- 

* Budbist Missionaries employed in China, Nipal, and the Eastern Archipelago, tlie 
machinery of the vernaculars and itinerant preaching for diffusing their doctrines. 
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expected wealth of melodious poetry. Strange as such a com- 
bination of similar dialects may seem, we find a similar fact in 
Italy, where each of the masked persons in the Commedie 
delFarte was originally intended as a kind of characterj^ic re- 
presentation of some particular Italian district or towinwii^ 
Muller, however, thinks, that, “while other modern dialed 
of India are of Prakrit origin, the Bengali is almost a direct 
off-shoot from the Sanskrit, superseding the simple and con- 
cise forms of ancient declensions and conjugations by modern 
paraphrastic formations.”^ 

What the language of Bengal was, 1200 years ago, when Gaur, 
its capital, was in the zenith of its glory, with its two millions 
of inhabitants^ and its princely buildings, wo know not. Some 
supple it to have been the Sanskrit, not in its present highly 
artificial form, but in a simpler one ; others consider that there 
was an aboriginal language, traces of which remain still in 
such words, as einaHy ek/tan, dial, chhari, dhdmd, pet, 

hhari, sojd, hold. In the admirable preface to his Bengali 
Dictionary, Ram Komul Sen gives a list of 128 original bT'u- 
gali words, derived from no other language, “ whicli must have 
been peculiar to the aborigines,” and are still in general use 
among the lower classes; he also appends sixty-five word?-, 
spoken among the Koles, and which may be heard at present 
in the Tbakurpukur and other districts to the South of 
Calcutta. 

Previous to the introduction of Bengali typography into this 
country in 1778, there were about forty works composed in the 
Bengali language. Among these the chief were the Chnitainja 
Charita Amrita, a work popular among the Vaishnavas, written 
in 1557, by Krishna Das Kabiraj, a follower of Chaitanyaf ; the 
Mansa Mangal by Khemananda ; the Dkarma Gana published 
by order of Layu Shen, a Raja near Burdwan; the Maha- 
hharat, Ramayan, Subankura, and Guru Dakhina ; the Chandi, 

* The Bengali characters according to Colebrooke, “ is nothing else btit Deva- 
iiagari tleforrned, for the .sake of expeditious wrilirg.’* See a valiiulde paper of tlio lute 
James Piiusep on this subject, in the Joiirual of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

+ Ram Konnil Sen, in the preface to his Dictionary, p. 14, states, “ The composition 
of bibliographical and historical works in Bengali couinjenccd on the appearance of 
Chaitanya iu Nadiya, about 307 years ago ; bis disciples wrote various books on'tlie 
doctrines of the Vaishiiava sect. In 1557, Krishna Das wrote the Chaitanva Charita 
Amrita ; his brethren also produced several works on mythology and theology ; their 
dramatic works ore moreover excellent.” Oue-lifth of the population of Bengal have 
embraced the doctrines of Chaitanya ; and one cause of the rapid spread of this sect 
was probably owing to tlie activity with which they availed themselves of Bengali 
literature to disseminate tbeir tenets. We have no account of any Bengali work pre- 
vious to the period of Chaitanya: and yet it is singular that in Telugu, certainly not 
suj^rior to the Bengali in richness and expressiveness, we have books, still extant, 
which were composed previouS to the Moslem invasion. 
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by Kablkankan^ and the Annada Mangal^ by Bharat Chandra^ 
both written under the patronage of the Magcenaa of Hindu 
literature, the illustrious Raja Krishna Ray of Naba*dwip. 

Though the Musalmana in other countries came with the 
one hand and the sword in the other, yet in Ben- 
gal they generally granted toleration; but, like the English, 
when they conquered Ireland, they acted with a depressing 
weight on every effort to create a national literature ; and 
hence, though there are many MSS. extant, yet a search, in 
order to obtain any clue to ascertain the early formation of the 
language, or to procure any historical information respecting 
Bengal in the Ante-Muhammadan period, ends in complete 
disappointment. Either the Hindus were afraid to write, or 
the Muhammadans destroyed their documents. • 

It may not perhaps prove uninteresting to some of our readers 
to peruse the following curious extract, relative to the early set- 
tlement of the Muhammadans in Bengal at Pandua, a place 15 
miles from Hugly on the road to Burdwan, given by the cor- 
respondent of an old periodical, now very scarce, the Calcutta 
Asiatic Observer for 1824. 

“ Traditional Account of the Minaret at Pandua. 

The Minaret at Pandua is certainly one of the most ancient mo- 
numents of Muhammadan bigotry in Bengal. I was given to understand 
by the people of Pandua, that, about (300 years since, Shah-Sufi-uddin 
Khan Shahid, undertook the invasion of Bengal, pursuant to the repre- 
sentation made by a certain Mussulman, who had a little before been 
invited over by the Hindu rajahs to reside there, for the purpose of in- 
terpreting to them the messages, or mandates, of the emperor of Hin- 
dusthsui, respecting the politics of the times. This man being childless, 
lie made a vow, “ that should God grant him a son, he would make a 
splendid sacrifice to his honour.” His prayer was granted; and he pro- 
ceeded to celebrate the happy event, in the first instance by slaughtering 
a cow by way of sacrifice, in fulfilment of his vow. This circumstance 
gave great offence to the Hindus, and exasperated them to such a degree, 
that, by the orders of their rajalis, they not only punished him in the 
severest manner imaginable, but they also brought forth the son of his 
vow, and offered him up a sacrifice to appease their deities. A short time 
after this cruel affair had transpired, the Mussulman escaped to Delhi, and 
petitioned the emperor to revenge him, by punishing the murderers of his 
eon. The emperor, shocked at the circumstance, immediately issued a 
proclamation throughout his dominions, offering a magnificent reward to 
any person that would undertake to head an array, and proceed to Bengal 
to revenge the outrage. 

Prince Shah-Sufi-uddin Khan volunteered his services; and, having 
assembled an army of the most devout Mussulmans, marched towards Ben- 
gal, caiTying fire and desolation wherever he came. Having subdued all 
the rajahs of the intermediate places, he came to Pandua, a strong fortified 
place, the residence of a powerful rajah, called Pundr(\ja, and besieged it. 
This rajah was aided by the rajah of Munad,^who was a powerful ally. 
But what, above all things, accoiding to tradition, tended to the success of 
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t]ie besieged in repelling the attacks of the invaders for a long time, was a 
wonderful pool at Munad, called Jhinch-khdnd. It is said, that this pool 
had the virtue of restoring the dead to life again, and of healing the 
wounds of those, who were engaged in the war with the Mussul- 
mans. The latter made repeated assaults on the besieged, but ^^rj^in- 
variably repulsed with great slaughter. Shah-Sufi, {being a little 
to find, that after so many battles had been fought, and thousands of the 
enemy carried out of the field dead or wounded, their numbers still suffered 
no diminution,) offered a handsome reward to any^ person who would trace 
out the cause of such a circumstance in favour of the besieged. A certain 
person undertook to procure him the requisite information, and, ap- 
proaching the neighbourhood of some of the enemy’s stations in disguise, 
found out the secret relative to the miraculous efficacy of the Jhiuch-khund. 
Next, taking iijiGn himself the disguise of a Hindu Jogi, ho arrived at 
Munad, where was the celebrated pool, and begged permission to bathe in 
H. Having obtained his request, and while in the act of performing his 
ablutibns, he threw a piece of cow’s flesh into the pool undiscovered, which 
at once destroyed the virtues of Jhtneh-khund for ever. Having achieved 
this enterprize, he returned, not a little elated at the success he had met 
with and informed the general of the circumstance. The news soon spread 
through the army, and elated them to such a degree, that they took up tboir 
arms immediately, and rushed upon their enemies. The conflict was 
dreadful. That the healing virtues of the pool had been destroyed was a 
disastrous event to the Hindus, who in vain cast into it their dead and 
dying * for as they were cast in one after another, so they lemaineu. 
Struck with atonishment and shame at this circumstance, and ai>palled with 
fear, they were no longer able to withstand the impetuosity of the 
^lussulman troops, and were routed with a dreadful slaughter. -Lhus the 
Mussulmans got possession of Pandua, and its adjacent towns. 
next erected a fortress at Pandua, and built a Minaret to perpetuate the 
signal victory they had obtained over the Hindus weie 

compelled to be circumcised, and to embrace the Muhammadan religion 
“ The conquerors having established themselves in the country, built a 
large mosque at Pandfia within the walls of the fort, which they pr^ 
vioLly erected. This mosque has sixty domes, 

of dark grey coloured stones, carved m a very curious style, i he outer 
walls are oruamented with a kind of °f 

which they are built, are neatly and curiously moulded into a variety of 
checquereiwork flowers and leaves. 'J^he 'lomes, however, are not ^ 
They increase the sound of the voice greatly ; as a 1’®™?" °"® 

end of the wall enables those who stand ‘''®, .®1’P°®',‘® ®’ 

of upwards of a hundred feet, to hoar every word distinctly, though spoken 

with a voice but moderately elevated. nf fin mbita 

“.The Minaret is the most worthy of notice. i 

in height by actual measurement. To arrive ' f 

obliged to ascend by means of a narrow, dark, spiral f 

the days of the prosperity of this place, the ' Minaret and nroclaim 

used to ascend to the highest standing place of this Minaret, and proclaim 

r paid to this place. I was told of a cir- 
cumstance'of a “ 

time before my ai li,,uitii§es of Mussulmans to come to this place on 
plaM. It 18 usual Shah-Sufi, from the remotest parts 
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for tlio accommodation of the pilgrims. It is an invariable practice of the 
visitors to ascend to the highest stage of the Minaret, for the purpose of 
seeing an iron bar, which runs evidently through the middle of the spiral 
steps, from top to bottom. This, the pilgrims say, was the walking sti^ of 
th^imf^. Hundreds ascend at the same time, and throng each other in 
4^ni8erable manner. On one of these occasions, while multitudes were 
pressing through thijs spiral staircase, a person stumbled midway up the 
steps, and fell upon those, who attempted to push on ; and these again, being 
propelled upwards by othei *8 following hard at their heels, could not avoid 
trampling on the person who had fallen, and, as is supposed, killed him on 
the spot. This created great confusion and uproar, but the cause could not 
be ascertained, either at the foot of the steps, or at the top. Both those be- 
low, and those above, heard the noise, but knew not the reason of it. 
Struck with alarm, those, who were uppermost, essayed to descend as 
fast as possible ; and those, who were at the foot of the steps, or a little 
above, being shoved upwards by a multitude following from below, a most 
distressing struggle ensued in the middle of the stairs, in which upwards 
of seventy persons were crushed to death. 

“ Shah-Sufi, the conqueror of Pandua, was celebrated for the sanctity of 
his life. It is said, that on a certain day, he went to sleep, after having 
ordered one of his slaves to wake him precisely at an hour specified, perhaps 
the hour of prayer. The slave fell asleep likewise, but awoke after the ap- 
pointed hour had elapsed. Filled with dread at the neglect of which he had 
been guilty, and his lord being yet in bed, he drew bis sword, plunged it 
into his heart, and killed him ; but immediately killed himself likewise. 
Thus Shah-Sufi became a martyr : since which he has been held in great 
veneration ; and his shrine, which is always kept in repair, is annually 
visited by multitudes of pilgrims, as related above. In and about Pandua, 
there are also the shrines of the heroes, that fell in the battles against the 
infidels, and who are also held in a degree of respect, next to adoration, by 
the Mussulmans. They are all martyrs ; so that when a person visits Pan- 
dua, he treads holy ground. The sanctity of the place is made the means 
of great pecuniary emolument to thousands of fukirs, and to the mutu- 
wullis, or successors of the representatives of Shah-Sufi, in vmose hands 
the lands attached to the religious institution are retained, as well as the 
amounts of sacrifices collected at the fairs ; which they dispose of to such 
pui*poBes, as best suit their views and inclinations.” 

Religious reformers in all ages, whether we refer to Lu- 
ther in Germany, Wicliffe in England, St. Patrick in Ireland, 
Marot in France, or Sankar-Acharjya in India, have always 
availed themselves of the Vernaculars, as the media for inflii- 
onciog the masses ; and, in so doing, have refined the vulgar 
tongue/’ and rendered it a.more powerful vehicle for inculcating 
new ideas. We observe a similar process in Bengal, which 
may be divided into four stages ; that of Chaitanya about A. D. 
1500, when the first Bengali works were composed; that of 
Raja Krishna Ray of Nadiya, about A. D. 1750;* that of 

• This aspired to be a second Vikramaditya, and to make Nadiya another Ujain. 
He gave an immense stimulus to Native Literature. Under his patronage, Kabika^an 
wrote the CAoedi, a highlv popular work in praise of Durga; and Bharatchandra com - 
posed the Anneuia Manuai. Xeamed men from all parts of the country were ooUected at 
Nadiya, and supported by rich endowmeuts granted by the Raja, who made Nadiya as 



EARLY BENGALI LITERATURE AND NEWSPAPERS. 131 

Dr. Carey and his Serampore contemporaries ; and that of Ram 
Mohan Ray, and the Tatwabodhini Babha.* 

Muhammadan influence had exerted itself in checking every 
development of a National Literature. The officers of the 
Revenue Courts under the Mogul regime as a gene?l(|pmjLie 
would not even receive a petition in Bengali; it had to 
written in Persian, which was the avenue to all places of trust 
and emolument. Yet it is surprising that, even under the British 
Government, the Persian held its ground, until the memorable 
1st of January, 1839, when, by the orders of the Authorities, 
the Bengali was substituted for the Persian in all the 
courts of the Lower Provinces, and this Moslem language was 
deposed from its unjust ascendancy. On the other hand, 
though the Pandits (like those subtle trainers of the intellect, 
the School-men of the middle ages) kept the Hindu mind 
in a certain state of activity — yet it was the activity of a class, 
not of a nation ; and no man dared to encroach on the preserves 


celebrated for logic, as Oxford uow is — the Raja being very partial to Nyaya studies, 
which still retain the ascendancy at Nadiya. The Raja set an example of correct diction, 
which encouraged the people to study Bengali with unusual diligence.” He is said to 
have once, on the occasion of the Durga Puja, offered a sacrilice of goats and sheep to 
the goddess ; he commenced with one, and, doubling it by the process of geometrical 
progression, at the end of sixteen days, he had slaughtered H5,r»35 animals. He 
the carcases as presents to the Brahmans. He was a regular Alva in defence of his 
own religion, and once put a Siidra to death, for having intermarried into tlie family 
of a Brahman. Such was caste ! Even as recently as forty years ago a case occurred 
near Calcutta, when a Brahman, as a punishment for having received a gift from a 
goldsmith (one of the lower castes), was sentenced to fast two days, to repeat a holy 
text 100,000 times, and to have his mouth, which had been polluted through the food 
received from the goldsmitli, purihed by tilling it with cow-dung. , - „ ■ 

The grandson of the Raja was equally superstitious. Mr. Ward relates the following 
anecdote of him : — “ About twenty years ago, (1790) Ishwora-chundru, the R^a of 
Nadiya, spent 100,000 rupees in marrying two monkeys, when all the parade common 
at Hindu marriages was exhibited. In tlie marriage procession were seen elephants, 
camels, horses, richly caparisoned palanqueens, lamps, and flambeaus. 1 he male mon- 
key was fastened in a fine palanqueen, having a crown upon his bead, with men stanu- 
ingbybia side to fan him : then followed singing and dancing girls in carnages ; every 
itind of Hindu music ; a grand display of fireworks, &c. Dancing, music, singing, 
and every degree of low mirth, were exhibited at the bridegroom s p^ace for twelve 
days together. At the time of the marriage ceremony, learned Brahmins were 
employed in reading the formulas from the Shastras !” At that 
monkeys were to be seen about Narliya; now they are eo numerous ‘at lbey devour 
almost all the fruit of the orchards, as the iuliahitants are afraid 
Those, who are anxious to. kuow any farther parUcul«e 


be called the Addison of Bengal. 

• Rammohan Bay professed to be a follower of Sankar Acharjya. His aoquain- 
tance with Sanskrit cmitributed very much to polish his Beu^li style. His writings, os 
well as those of his followers in the Brahma SabhA, have f ^ 
to the study of classical Bengali, and have imparted nerve and 

laniniikfrA Tn thnflA. who wish to koow wnat the expressiveness of the BenMli 
iSle « wovUd ricomLnd the perusal of the Tat,^al,odhM Pa,rjl«. 

a SSitlly publication in Bengali, which yields m searcely any fcnghsh publication 

in India, for the ability and originality of its articles. 
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of the twice born castes.* The Vernacular was consequently 
neglected by both, and even despised^ while the saying was 
strictly acted on, that “ ignorance is the mother of devotion.” 
Hence^a writer, well acquainted with native attainments, 
IliK^iJ^ears ago, states : — 

“ If they can write at all, each character, to say nothing of orthography, 
is made in so irregular and indistinct a manner, that comparatively few of 
them can read what is written by another ; and some of them can scarcely 
wade through what has been written by themselves, after any lapse of 
time. If they have learned to read., they can seldom read five words 
together, without stopping to make out the syllables, and often scarcely 
two, even when the hand-writing is legible. The case is precisely the same 
with their knowledge of figures'" — Friend of India, vol. ii., p. 39:?. 

In tracing back the progressof improvement during the last 
half century in Bengal, there is nothing more striking than the 
development and finish given to the language of the people 
during that period. It was contemned by the Pandits as a Pra- 
krit dialect, fit only for “ demons and women,” though it arose 
from the tomb of the Sanskrit.” And, even in the early days 
of Fort William College, it was so despised, that the attention 
of students could with difficulty be directed to its study, so 
that Dr. Carey could scarcely muster a class there. Yet it has 
burst through all these obstacles : and the era of Missionary 
enterprise has been also the era, when the rich resources of the 

* We quote the following anecdotes as illustrative of tbe thraldom of the pro- 
fanum vulgus. “ It came to onr knowledge, that the dust from the feet of a 
thousand brahmans, and even of a lakh, has actually been collected, and drachms 
of it disposed of, from time to time, as a apecilic against various diseases. There is 
now living at Calcutta, a spice-seller, named Vishnu-sali, who believes that, by a pinch 
of the dust shaken from the feet of a lakh of brahmans, worn as a charm, be was 
cured of the leprosy ; and this poor infatuated man comes into (lie street (at Chitpore) 
daily, both in tlie forenoon and afternoon, and stands and bows in the most reverential 
manner to every braliman, who passes by him. Should a brahman pass by without 
receiving this honor, he calls out to him, and says, “Oh! Sir, receive my sal&ra." 
He has now for years paid these honors to tliis tribe, firmly believing that he owes 
his deliverance from the most dreadful of diseases to the virtues imparted by them 
to the dust shaken from their feet. Amongst others, who have gathered and pre- 
served the dust from tlie feet of a lakh of bralimans, are mentioned the names of 
Qunga Govinda-sing, and of Lala-babd, his grandson. The former, preserving this 
dust in a large sheet, as often as be was visited by bralimans, took them aside, and 
made them ^ake the dust from their feet upon this sheet for the good of mankinds 
Even tbe dust collected from tlio feet of single brahmans is given away in pinches, 
and is inclosed in gold, silver, and brass caskets, worn on the body, and carried about 
as a charm against diseases, evil spirits, &c. When a poor Hindu leaves bis house 
to proceed on some difficult business, he rubs a little of this dust on his forehead ; 
and, if it remain on bis forehead till he arrive at the place, where tbe affair is to be 
adjusted, he feels certain of success. In addition to this mark of superstitious devotiou 
to this tribe, we have heard that it is common, six days after the birtib of a child, to 
rub the dust from Uie feet of the brahman guests upon the forehead, the breast, and 
other parts of the child’s body, as a security against disease. The sudra is eveu 
taught to believe, that by eating constantly ftom the plantain leaves, which have been 
used at meals by brahmans, he shall lose tne degradation of continuing a sudra, and 
in tlie next birth be infallibly born a brahman.— Quurfc/7y Friend of India, vol. ii., 
pp. 69-70-71. 
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Bengali have been developed, in spite of the genius of Brah- 
manism, which excludes the masses from the temple of know- 
ledge.* It is a singular contrast, that while Budhism encourages 
the study of the Pali among its votaries, and Isl^m, the 
study of the Arabic— among the Hindus, the Sudra’s sore^pl^ 
pect of acquiring knowledge lies in being born a Brahman in 
another birth.t# “ The separation of the soul from intellect, 
which the Hindu philosophers have for ages attempted to 
establish in theory, they practically accomplished in the case of 
the Sudra.” But as the press, in the hands of Voltaire, Con- 
dor 9 et, Rousseau, and the Encyclopedists, shook the fabric of 
despotism, both priestly and aristocratic, in France, so, it is des- 
tined to discharge a similar office in this country. Already the 
people are less dependent on the oral instruction of the Brah- 
mans, who feel as strong an aversion, as Free Masons, to have 
their arcana disclosed lo the vulgar gaze. An able writer in the 
Quarterly Friend of India^ vol. iv., pp. 152, makes the follow- 
ing judicious remarks on this subject : — 

“As the priesthood derived all their importance from the general igno- 
rance of the people, it became their interest to neglect their language. 
A pandit, who twenty years ago, should have written the Bengalee lan- 
guage with accuracy, would have been treated with contempt So far indeed 
did the literati carry their contempt for their own mother tongue, that, while 
tliey cultivated the learned language with the greatest assiduity, they, in 
many instances, prided themselves on writing the language of the people 
with inaccuracy. They even discouraged the use of it among the people, 
and set their face against its improvement. When Klrtibas, about sixty 
years ago, translated the Ramayana into Bengali, the literary conclave 
at the Court of Raja Krishna Chnndra Raya, is said to have denounced 
it in the following rescript, copied from the Sangskrit. “ As it is not the 
work of a Pandit, let it not he read.”| As the Bengali language is 
totally dependent on its parent for philological strength and beauty, and even 
for the principles of orthography, this system was fatal to every prospect 
of its improvement.” • 

The most ancient specimen of printing in Bengali, that we 


• We are happy to state that, of late years, the Pandits have rendered their know- 
ledge of Sanskrit eminently conducive to forming a standard of style and 
phy for the Bengali. We have just received a work, translated by a 1 and it of the Sans- 
krit College, iSiwar Chandra Sarma, from Chambers’s Biography, containing the 
lives of Copernicus, Galileo, Newton. Herschell, Grotins, Linnffiiis, 

lation reflects the liighest credit on the ability of the translator; and, we hope, that 
he will proceed with a series of works on the same plan. 

t Young Bengal seems to retain a spice of this old leaven still. No Kulin frowiis 
with deeper indignation at the notion of imparting knowledge to the people, than he 
does at communicating information through the I ernacular. 

t Bidybnath. who translated an indelicate work into the popular dialect, apologizes 

in the preface for the use of it, which he ascribes to the imperious newssity created 
by his pecuniary embarrassments. He is in fact so greatly ashamed of countenaiic^ 
ing such an innovation, that he blushes to name bis ancestry, 

disgraced. He then proceeds to compare the Bengali language to the hideous 
notes of a crow, sounding amidst the melody of the knkil. 
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have, is Halhed's Grammar, printed at Hu^Iy in 1778, Halhed 
was so remarkable for his proBciency in colloquial Bengali, that 
he has been known to disguise himself in a native dress, and to 
pass as a Bengali in assemblies of Hindus. The types for this 
were prepared hands of Sir C. Wilkins, who, 

iSyhis perseverance amid many difficulties, deserves the title 
of the Caxton of Bengal, lie instructed a native blacksmith, 
named Panchanan; in type cutting, and all the native know- 
ledge of type cutting was derived from him. He was the 
editor of the Bhagavat Gita and of a Sanskrit Grammar, and 
was one of our first Sanskrit scholars. 

One of the earliest works, printed in Bengali, was Carey’s 
translation of the New Testament, published in 1801. Though 
written according to the English idiom, and in a Bengali style, 
that would be considered disreputable in the present day, yet 
it was a great work for its time, considering the few books in 
the language. He received considerable assistance in the trans- 
lation from one Ram Basu, who had .been recommended to 
him by Mr. W. Chambers. This man was the author of the 
life of Raja Pratapaditya, and was a good Persian scholar. To 
Carey the Bengali language is as much indebted, as the Urdu 
was to the untiring zeal of Gilchrist. He published a useful 
Grammar of the language: and his Dictionary, in three vo- 
lumes quarto, containing 80,000 words, will long remain as 
a monument of his skill and industry in investigating the re- 
sources of the Bengali tongue. He had in fact to pioneer his 
own way ; and Bengali then lay before him as shapeless as was 
Italian, when the plastic hand of Dante undertook the moulding 
it into form and beauty. The clumsy Bengali characters of 
this Testament present a marked contrast to the beauty of the 
existing Bengali typography. 

The life of Raja^Rratapaditya, ‘‘the last king of Sagur,’* 
published in 1801, at Serampur, was one of the first works 
written in Bengali prose. Its style, a kind of Mosaic, half Per- 
sian, half Bengali, indicates the pernicious influence which the 
Muhamadans had exercised over the Sanskrit-derived languages 
of India. Raja Pratapaditya lived in the reign of Akbar at 
Dhumghat near Kalna in the Sunderbunds: his city, now aban- 
doned to the tiger and wild boar, was then the abode of luxury, 
and the scene of revelry. Like the Seer Mutakherim, this 
work throws some light on the phases of native society, and 
enables us to look behind the curtain. The following is a sum- 
mary of the contents of this interesting work. 

Ram Chandra was a Bengali Kayastna from the East of Ben- 
gal, who obtained employment in an office at Satgan, where he 
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had three sons, Bhabananda, Gunananda and ShibanaDda, who, 
in consequence of a quarrel, retired to Gaur, which was then 
flourishing under Suliman, where Shibananda obtained influence 
and employment. Daud, the son of Suliman, succeede^ij^he 
Musnud ; but, puffed up by prosperity, be determined noTO^I^I 
tribute any longer to Delhi. Ram Chandra’s fan)ily saw 
the storm impending, and quitted Gaur for. a retirement in 
Jessore, a place full of swamps, and wild beasts, which they 
soon reclaimed. After a few years they erected a city there. 
In the mean time Akbar sent an army of 200,000 men against 
Gaur under Raja Tarmahal ; and Daud was defeated. Daud 
gave orders to remove the most valuable property in Gaur to 
Jessore ; and fled, with his family, to the Rajmahal hills, while 
his two brothers assumed the garb of Vairagis. In the mean 
time, the Mussulman Generals, Tarmahal, and Amra Sing, en- 
tered Gaur, and plundered it of whatever was left. Daud’s two 
brothers, induced by bribes, surrendered themselves, and gave 
information respecting the revenue papers that had been con- 
cealed ; and one of them received as a recompense the Zemin- 
dary of Jessore. 

Daud himself was betrayed by his Khansamah to Amra Sing, 
who cut his head off. Vikramaditya then obtained a firman to 
be Raja of Jessore, and went and settled there. He gave on his 
arrival a lac of rupees to the poor, and fed a lakh of Brahmuns. 
Many Kayastas came and lived in the place, who obtained large 
grants of land, extending from Dhakka to Halishar ; and the 
Raja established a Samaj, unequalled in the country for the 
number of learned men attached to it, while Chaubaris and 
Patshalas were formed in the different villages, as well as in- 
spectors to dispense charity every month to the poor. To this 
king a son was born, named Pratapadity a, who, as the astrologers 
predicted, would revolt against his father. He was instructed in 
the Persian and Sanskrit languages, music, wrestling, &c. ; but 
the king, becoming jealous of Pratapaditya, sent him to Delhi, 
where he received a khelat from Akbar on account of his 
skill in poetry. After a residence of three years there, the 
Raja of Jessore not paying his tribute, Akbar ordered 
him to be deposed, and Pratapaditya was appointed by Akbar 
as his successor. Pratapaditya finding Jessore too small, 
selected a spot at Dhumghat, south-west of Jessore, where 
he built a city on a magnificent scale, and a palace, furnished 
with every convenience of luxury, several miles in extent ; 
the gates were so high that an elephant and howda could en^r 
without stooping. At his inauguration, the nobles from Ra^'hi, 
Gaur, and all parts of the country, were present. There 
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came also hundreds of palankins, filled with high caste fe« 
males from Jessore, attended by their dancing girls. An 
elaborate account is given of the magnificence of the city, 
andthe,, munificence of its founder. Undeterred by the fate 
j^jS^MI^ather, he too rebelled against Akbar. A Mussul- 
man array was sent against him, which came as far as Sulkea : 
and Rajah Pratapaditya, being warned by his tutelar goddess, 
that destruction was near, surrendered himself to the Mus- 
sulman general, and was put to death. The work concludes 
with an account of his descendants. 

On the list of early benefactors to Vernacular literature may bo 
enrolled the name of a man, little known to fame, but whose 
deeds are recorded in the memory of thousands — the late John 
Rllerton of Malda. Though following an occupation (Indigo 
Planting), which at that time led men too generally to regard 
the natives as little better than a herd of cattle, he was the first 
European, who established Bengali Schools : and, as the School- 
master requires the press as his artillery, he commenced a 
translation of the New Testament into Bengali, which he 
discontinued for a time, on learning that Dr. Carey con- 
templated the same. In 1816, however, his translation of 
the Gospels was printed at the expense of the Calcutta 
Bible Society. The Gospel of John had been previously 
printed, at the expense of the Countess of Loudon, for 
the use of a School, founded and endowed by her Ladyship 
at Barrackpore. In 1820, Ellerton’s New Testament was 
published, and has been greatly valued for the simplicity 
of its style ; though the Bengali language has since that period 
acquired such a finish and polish, that his version has been 
superseded by that of Dr. Yates. Mr. Eller ton has rendered 
valuable service by his publishing a work called Guru Shishya, 
or conversations between a disciple and scholar, which has 
been very useful both for its matter and style. The author 
attained a standard of proficiency in Bengali, which very few 
Europeans have reached — he thought in the Vernacular. 

Among the Institutions, which, by their employment of the 
press, and by pecuniary encouragement, gave an impetus to Ben- 
gali Literature and to translations, we would give a prominent 
place to Fort William College, founded the 4th of May in 
1800, by the Marquis of Wellesley, whose masterly minute 
on the subject* points out the importance of an oriental 
training for the servants of Government, and its reaction on 
the Vernaculars; for, as the noble Marquis remarks, *‘the 


Roebrnck’s Annals of the College of Fort William. 
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Sanskrit dialect being the source and root of the principal 
Vernacular dialects prevalent in the Peninsula, a knowledge of 
the Sanskrit must form the base of a correct and perfect know- 
ledge of those Vernacular dialects.” Hence patron^e was 
afforded to several eminent Pandits, among whom appl^p^Jm 
name of Mritunjay Vidyalankar. 

In the work, called Primitise Orientales, we have the theses of 
the students, delivered in Persian, Arabic, Urdu, &o. at the 
public disputations. We give an extract from one, delivered by 
Mr. Hunter in 1803, in Bengali, on the subject of caste ; — 

“ 'BTO *ttar nfif ^ 

yr»rT irr^j *rrc3r ’scar ’sfinrrf^ wtrrcv 

r i r gl f^s T, <ii«R *n i 

“ f ^ »i^5rtg^ *tfw '« ’«rf^ -ftr^it <ftw '5c;i w 

(iTt»f?r flw « irf? ’St5i'« ^ ^ '5t^ *(11:? 

sil Jtlw ’erw cwc’^ '« ('fr«r f’pn 

'»rt»R ^ *ri c?rrc^ wR 

5rr® <Trf?c? *ti I 

“ «t*R '« Rw xr^^tir '« 6>rc“U 

fwRTf c3ic« c«rrc^ Tfw ?¥ f^c5rrc^?4<R ’’ttcar? ♦tf’vw 
RtW wfl' ic^csr «rrf^ 

« *R iii^ 3i'ssr<?t'*s ^^zsr ^pf'W irfipR 

•tc«r yRtess csrr ^?rcar «rtf« wt?. 

*fteir ? iTC’i (:«ft«tH?RR ’Ff?nr« ««?R ; fps; ^Ttn ’W cwR 

»RC8I^ «rt!r 

’sfVrs •rfc? sn rtwii f*R*f <fTw 

ir^?Tc^ f’ffw 

^^rjrT*ttc??ciR *rc» »nr/ R’R 

'« ^«(ir ; cwn TTfR wT«t vfj?i y.Pfsini'* 

’St’R t7 ^Tt?CT? '®TW 

*ftCl *f1 

’irtwi «ri^ ^rfircsr^ Rnt? sc^ »rt«tc? •frf” ii 


T 
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The following id a translation of this passage 

“ Again, the Hindu, who translates any part of the Shastras, is con- 
sidered as insulting the sacred Volumes, and is punished accordingly. It is 
well known, that a Sudra named Kasl Ram Das, translated the Mahabha- 
rat^ij^Mhat the Brahmans immediately issued a curse against him and 
WirTanBly to all eternity. This has proved sufficient to deter any other from 
fbllowing his example. 

Further, no Hindu can appropriate to his use the sciences and customs 
of another country ; since his Shastra not only prejudices his mind against 
any thing foreign, but absolutely shuts up from him that fund of improve- 
ment and knowledge, which might be obtained from travelling. It con- 
fines him on the West by the River of Attock ; on the North by Bhutan and 
the country of the Mlechas ; to the Eastward by the Brahmaputra, and to 
the South by the Great Ocean. It also forbids all intercourse with the 
eaters of beef ; though they are found in every other country in the world. 
And in this unsocial state, like a solitary being in a desert isle, his energies 
are cramped, his industry becomes relaxed, and apathy and indifference 
naturally succeed. More wretched than the most guilty criminals of Eu- 
ropean nations, who expiate their crime, and often retrieve their character, 
by a salutary absence for a given period from their mother country, the 
Hindu,who has committed no crime, but only transgressed the laws of 
regularity, or the injunctions of arbitrary power, must undergo an endless 
banishment, and be for ever tantalized by the sight of those, who were once 
his equals or inferiors.'* 

The Visitor of 1815, in remarking on the encouragement 
held out by the College to the study of the leading Oriental 
languages, observes, that, previously to the foundation of the 
College, “ the language of Bengal was generally neglected 
and unknown.” And even in its early days, as we have 
aleady observed, the Bengali language was so despised, that 
Dr. Carey could scarcely form a class; however, in 1816, Lord 
Moira congratulated the College on an altered state of things ; 
attributing as one reason for the change the attention paid at 
Hertford to the Bengali. In fact, Persian and Urdu had been 
the languages studied, to the most unwarrantable neglect of 
the language of thirty millions of people ; and this neglect 
has hung as an incubus over our Mofussil Courts in Bengal 
ever since. The Civilians, from the tone given to their educa- 
tion, interlard all their documents and phraseology with Persian 
terms, to such a degree, that the language of the Courts is not 
now the la nguage of the peasantry, but has become a jargon 
suited to th e purposes of the Amlas, who wish to mystify every 
thing for their own advantage. 

A list of Oriental Books, published under the patronage 
of Fort William College between 1800 and 1818, comprises, 
besides thirty-one in Urdu, twenty in Arabic, twenty-one in 
Persian, and twenty-four in Sanskrit, the following Bengali 
works — Carey’s Bengali Grammar and Dictionary ; Fr aid- 
oddity a Cha ritruy the last Raja of the Island of Sagar, by 
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K^mrdm Basu, 1801; Rajah Krishna Chandra Ray Charitrayhy 
R^jib Lochan, 1801 ; Rdjdvaliy by Mritanjay Vidydlankar; Hita- 
padeshay by Goluk Natna, 1801 ; the same work, by Ramakishori 
Tarkalankar, 1808 ; Batrish Singhdsariy by Mritanjaya Vjdydlan- 
kar, 1808; Totd /(fzAa^jby ChandiCharan, 1805;i\«rMsA 
by Hara Prasad Ray, 1815 ; Lipi Maid, hy Ramram Basu, 180^ 
Bengali Dialogues^ 1801. In 1808, Mr. Serjeant, a student of 
the College, translated the first four books of the iEneid into 
Bengali: Mr. Monckton, another student, translated the Tempest 
of Shakespear. The First book of the Mahahharat was printed 
in 1802, and the Ramayan in 1801. Various works, such as 
Carey's Dictionary, &c. &c. were issued from the Seramporo 
Press, which would never have seen the light, were it not for 
the liberal patronage afforded by the authorities of Fort William 
College ; though, in consequence of the indefatigable exer- 
tions of Dr. Gilchrist, Urdu works obtained an undue share of 
patronage. 

In 1811 the Calcutta Bible Society originated. This Society, 
by the stimulus it gave to the cause of vernacular translation 
and verbal criticism, elicited at an early period the well- 
merited eulogium of the Asiatic Society of Paris. It issued 
from its Calcutta Depository (between 18lP and 1849,) 
602,266 copies of Vernacular Scriptures, in whole or in part ; 
of which about one-fourth were in the Bengali language. 
Whoever compares Ellerton’s and Carey’s Bengali New Tes- 
tament, published and circulated by this Society, with the 
finished and elegant composition of Yates, will see the im- 
portant influence of Bible Criticism on a language generally : 
while the ideas of the Bible elevate the notions of the read- 
ers, the languages of it accustoms them to the disuse of a 
vulgar patois. What Wicliffe has done for the English lan- 
guage, and Luther for the German, in point of craning up their 
respective tongues to a certain status, the patronage of the 
Bible Society has done for Bengali. In Campbell’s Prelimi- 
nary Dissertations, and Henry^ Marty n’s Journals, we see the 
philological qualifications required in a good translator, in- 
volving the highest critical powers on intricate questions rela- 
tive to the standard of style ; to interpretation ; to the transferr- 
ing or translating technical terms; the spelling of proper names, 
&c. All the resources of a language, grammatical and lexi- 
cographical, are called out, in order to express ideas so fo- 
reign to the Bengali mind, os those of the J ews : the language 
itself is elevated along with the new ideas it has to express ; 
new words have to be coined, and thus a larger infusion of 
Sanskrit terms takes place. It was thus, that Luther by hia 



140 EABLY BENGALI LITEKATURE AND NEWSPAPERS. 


Torsion of the Bible raised a provincial dialect to be the lan- 
guage of Germany. Typography has of late been immoved ; 
and prices also have been very much cheapened: a Bengali 
Bible ^st in 1811, 24 rupees ; in 1849, only six. 

a Vernacular Education^ such as is represented in 
Aoam’s Reports, we could expect little from a Vernacular 
Press ; to use the language of Douglas of Cavers, “ with- 
out education, printing can effect nothing ; the former is 
to the latter, what the female deities of India (Shaktis) were 
to the Gods with whom they were mated ; the recipients of 
their power, and the medium by which their energy flowed 
into operation.” The following ratio, deduced from Adam’s 
Reports, shews the proportion, which the various classes of 
readers in Bengal bear to one another : — 

“ The proportion of Musalman to Hindu youths under instruction is as 
1 to about 10^. Of the educated fi. e. reading) adult population, the pro- 
portion of Musalraans to Hindus is about 1 to 7^. Taking the mean of 
these two data, we find that, in Bengal generally, there are to every educa- 
ted Musalman about 9 educated Hindus.* 

The proportion of readers of the Persian character to readers of the 
Bengfili is about 1 to 12^, or I2^.t 

The proportion of Musalman readers of Persian to Hindu readers of 
Bengali is as 1 to 19, or 19f . 

The proportion of Musalman readers of Bengcdi to Hindu readers of 
Bengali is as 1 to 23^, or 24. 

The proportion of Musalman readers of Persian to Hindu readers of 
Persian is about If to 1. 

The proportion of Musalman readers of Persian to Musalman readers of 
Bengali is as to 1. 

The proportion of Hindu readers of Persian to Hindu readers of Bengfili 
is as 1 to about 31^, or 324.” 

The dawn of improvement in this respect dates from 1814, 
when Mr. May had flourishing Schools around Chinsura, for 
the support of which the Marquis of Hastings allowed 600 
Rs. monthly — the Jirst grant made by Government in Bengal 


• The Report does not afford data for estimating the entire proportion of these two 
rest classes of the community to each other throughout Bengal. In page 105, Mr. 
. gives the following table: 

In the city of Murshedabad there are 100 Hindus.. .. to 48.4 Musalmans. 


In th&n& Daulat b4z4r (Murshedabad ZillA) to 86.8 ditto 

In tli&ni N4ngli4 (Bfrbhum Zill&).. to 20.5 ditto • 

In th&uA CulnA (Burdwau ZilU) to 23.9 ditto 


“ These proportions,” however, he adds, mwit be considered as strictly limited 
to the localities mentioned — because the proportibns differ, not only in different dis- 
tricts, but in different th&u&s of the same district.” 

t This latter estimate is ou the supposition that the Hindu readers of Persian are 
also acquainted with Beug&lf ; whiiSi ia very likely, as it is their own veroaonlar. 
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for the promotion of Vernacular education. In 1816, the 
Serampore Institution for Native Schools was formed. 

The Press and the School both stood in need of each 
other : — ^ 

Most disastrous would it be, if the schemes of education now^l^l^ 
should serve only to create readers for idolatrous publications, from a laci 
of more useful works ; yet this is likely to be the case, if we permit year 
after year to elapse without multiplying treatises, which may serve to fill the 
vacant hours of students after the season of elementary instruction is closed. 
We owe it therefore to the consistency of our character ; we owe it to our 
superior civilization, and to the plans of improvement, which have been 
commenced under British infiuenoe, not to suffer minds, which have been 
partly enlightened at school, to relapse into the grossness of supersti- 
tion. * * • * * In four years more, per- 

haps thirty thousand additional volumes will be thrown into circulation, 
and unless their influence be corrected by books of a higher description, the 
thousands of youth, to whom the numerous schools are now imparting the 
faculty of reading, will have gained little by our efforts, and must grow up 
with an increasing attachment to idolatry.” 

The Calcutta School Book Society, which has contributed so 
much to infuse a healthy tone into native literature, was esta- 
blished in 1817,* chiefly by the Marchioness of Hastings jf who 
herself prepared and sent to press several elementary works, at 
a period when it is stated that “ the country rtselt could not 
supply a single native child’s book, although schools in almost 
every considerable village had existed for ages.” This is too 
sweeping a remark ; as we have now before us a list of sixty- 
five indigenous works, which had issued from the native presses 
previous to 1819 : half of these are on mythological and ama- 
tory subjects, but the other half contain matter for more useful 
reading. Works of fiction are of benefit to Society in a certain 
stage ; indeed, one of the greatest Orientalists of the time, the 
late Dr. A. Clarke, acknowledges how much he was indebted 
to the reading of the Arabian Nights.” i. 

Among the early contributors to the book list of the 
Society was Captain Stewart, the founder of the Burdwan 
Church Mission. He compiled Elementary Bengali Tables, 
the Upadesh KatM, and contributed very much, by his example 
and influence, to raise the standard of Vernacular education m 
the Burdwan district, by the introduction of such subjects as Na- 
tural History and Geography into the Schools. 


• The year 1817 was a memorable year: while, on the one band, this S^iety ^en came 
into existence ; orthe^ hand; the Hindus, in order to avert the of 

Cholera, which broke out for the first time that year, added Ula Bxhi, or the goddess 
of Cholera, to the catalogue of their Divinities. 


♦ The Muqai. of HMting. g.T. . donation of l/)00 Et uid rotwription of aoo 
Rs, to the Institution ; and patronised it in other ways also. 
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’ Mr. May, the active superin tendant of Vernacular Schools 
at Chinsura, wrote Arithmetical Tables for the Society. He 
laboured enthusiastically in the cause of popular education in 
the villages on the banks of the Mugly ; and very probably 
th 00 Mfre for studying English, which is now so strong there, 
deceived its first stimulus from his labours. Mr. Pearson, also of 
Chinsura, compiled for the Society a collection of easy Ben- 
gali Lessons, and the Bakya Bali: the latter work has been one 
of very great utility to those anxious to acquire the colloquial 
idioms of Bengal. 

The name of Ram Komul Sen stands foremost, as one of the 
early co-operators with the School Book Socie^, and as a 
warm friend to Vernacular Translation. His dictionary — 
the result of 20 years labour — will long remain as a monu- 
ment of his diligence and critical acumen, and entitles him to 
the epithet of the Johnson of Bengal. He commenced his 
studies, at a period when “ the Tales of a Parrot,” and the 
Arabian Nights, were the chief class books in schools. He 
began his career, as compositor, on a salary of eight rupees 
a month, in the Hindustani Press of Dr. Hunter, At the 
close of life he was in the receipt of 1500 Rs.a month, as Dewan 
of the Bank of Bengal,* and bequeathed ten lakhs to his family. 
Brougham like, he was a most zealous friend to the diffusion 
of useful knowledge. He planned the Sanskrit College, and 
the Patshala ; and, with the view to diffuse medical knowledge 
through the Vernacular, he composed, and published at his own 
expense, the Ausadahali, Rajah Radhakant Deb also compiled a 
Spelling Book, part of the Niti Katha^ and a treatise on Female 
Education. In common with several other leading natives, he 
was a warm friend to the institution. Out of 200 subscribers 
in 1818, no less than eighty were Babus : but, a few years 
subsequently, there was a great falling off in this respect. 

Previously to 1821, the following works in Bengali had been 
printed by this Society : — 

“ Stewart’s Elementary Tables, 10 Nos. in sets, 3,850 copies. 

Pearson’s ditto, or Introductory Lessons, (cards,) 3,000 ditto. 

Keith’s Bengali Grammar, (by Question and Answer), 500 ditto. 

Patbsalar Bibaran, or Pearson’s School-master’s Manual, 500 ditto. 

Bengali Vocabulary, of Ram Chandra Sarma, (Abhidban,) 4,400 ditto. 

Pearson's Familiar Letters, (Patrikaumadya,) 1,000 ditto. 

Arithmetic, Native model, (May’s Ganita,) 2,000 ditto. 

Harle’s Arithmetic, (mixed model,) 1,000 ditto. 

Nitikatha, or Moral Tales, Part I., 7,000 ditto. 


• The Babus of Calcutta are generallj parvenust and have, for the most part, risen 
firom humble circumstances. One of our miUionairei began life on a aalarv of 10 
rupees monthly ; and the father of another on 6 ! 
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Nitikatba ditto, Part II. (Pearson’s Reading Lessons,) 4,000 ditto, 
Nitikatha ditto, Part III. (Ram Comul Sen's ditto,) 6,000 ditto. 
Taraohund Dutt’s Pleasing Tales, (Manaranjan Itihas,) 2,000 ditto. 
Stewart’s Tales of History, (Apodes-katha, &c,,) 2,000 ditto. 


History of England, (Goldsmith’s) by F. Carey, 600 ditto. 
Pearce's Geography, in Nos. (1 to 5 printed — 6th in press 
10,000 ditto. 

Account of the Lion, &c. (Singher Bibaran,) 2,000 ditto.” 




It has taken the lead in being the society for diffusing useful 
knowledge among the Bengali speaking population. To appre- 
ciate the value of its labours, it is only necessary to examine 
Adam's Reports on Vernacular Education, or to look into tlie 
class of books, which have been used by Hindus, either as trans- 
lations from the Shastras, or adapted for the occupiers of a bazar. 

In 1818, the Digdarshan in Bengali was commenced at Seram- 
pore. Its plan was similar to that of the Penny and Saturday 
Magazines of late days. It embraced subjects of the following 
kind ; the discovery of America ; the Load Stone and Com- 
pass ; Columbus ; the Commerce and Productions of India ; 
Ancient History ; Sketches; Steam; Notices of England; Me- 
tals; Natural History, &c. It was continued for 3 years ; and 
has proved a very useful work, calculated to open and expand 
the minds of young Hindus. We have at present no work of a 


similar class. 

When we contrast the improvement in euphony and ex- 
pressiveness, that has taken place in the Bengali language 
within the last thirty years, though it has had no Dante to raise 
it at once to its full powers — we must ascribe much of this pio- 
gress to the Periodical Press, which has afforded such scope to 
young writers. Compare the Pratdpaditya Charitra of 1802, 
and its semi-Persian style, with the exquisite beauty and 
elec^ance of the Betdl Panchabingsati, published by a Pandit oi 
Fort William College, and one would scarcely suppose that it 
is the same language: or contrast the Grammars of Halhed and 
Yates, and a similar observation can be made. lu the days 
of Halhed, people “ scarcely believed that Bengal ever pos- 
sessed a native and peculiar dialect of its own, distinct from 
that idiom, which, under the name of Moors, has been supposed 
to prevail over India.” And to the perpetuation of e^ror 
the influence and untiring advocacy of by 

Gilchrist greatly contributed. He published his Urdu Dictionary 
in Calcutta in 1787 ; and, by editing a series of useful works, 
he gave the impression that the Bengali was a inere patois, and 
that the Urdu was to be the only medium of literary and so- 
cial intercourse between natives and Europeans. T>,,«aa 

The present may be characterised as the age of the Bress, 
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as contrasted with former days, when in Bengal, as well as 
in Europe, knowledge was doled out to a few through the 
costly channel of MSS. : and so scarce had even these hecome 
in thi^ country, that of the Rajtarangini, which enshrines so 
nuUiMTOistorical information concerning the early settlement 
of the Brahmans in Ariavarta^ only two copies escaped destruc- 
tion. The days of Vikrdmaditya and of Raja Krishna Ray — 
though called an Augustan age, — were, like the oasis of the de- 
sert, or the time of Louis Quatorze, surrounded by blackness 
and desolation as far as the masses were concerned. We look 
therefore to the Vernacular Press as a grand means for work- 
ing on the masses in this country, and quite concur in the fol- 
lowing sentiments of Douglas in his Advancement of Society : — 

“ Newspapers communicate to a whole country the advantage, which was 
formerly peculiar to a city ; and spread the same impulse from province to 
province with as much rapidity, and more precision, than it could formerly 
have been circulated from one quarter of a large town to another. But 
the power of Newspapers consists, not only in the rapidity of the transmis- 
sion, but in the reiteration of their statements. Burke, thirty years ago, 
had the sagacity to perceive, that they, who can gain the public ear from 
day to day, must, in the end, become the masters of public. opinion : and the 
rapid increase of the numbers, and of the influence, of Newspapers more than 
justifies his prediction. It was no bad observation of Fletcher of Salton, 
that, whoever made the laws of a nation he cared not, provided he had the 
making of their ballads. But now that nations are less addicted to bal- 
lad-singing, and more to the reading of Newspapers, the high office of 
moulding institutions, and amending manners, is devolving upon the edi- 
tors of daily or weekly journals.’^ 

When we consider that the Vernacular Press continues the 
instruction of the School ; that it is, in fact, an adult School- 
master ; that even in the poorest of the Bengali Newspapers 
there is a considerable amount of geographical, political, and 
historical information imparted, which must form an intellec- 
tual link between Hindustan and the land of the Mlechhas ; 
and that the editorials, though very feeble, yet, by the process 
of perpetual reiteration, are producing a strong and deep 
impression on the native mind, add are moulding the opinions 
of thousands of intelligent and influential Hindus; — we cannot 
consider it an uninteresting subject to trace the rise and pro- 
gress of this new power, which seems destined hereafter to 
play an important part on the stage of Indian Society. It 
presents no stirring events, such as the cases of Buck- 
ingham and Arnott, who, in defence of what they consi- 
dered the freedom of the Press, braved the strong arm 
of Government. The Ekiitorials of the Native Papers are 
never noticed by the authorities ; yet they work their own 
way quietly and gently, forming a public opinion among na> 
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lives, but : we must say this there has been far less of per- 
sonality, railing against Government, scandal, and scurrilous 
retnark* in the Native Press of Calcutta, than there has been 
in the Calcutta English Journals. 

We believe the Native Newspaper Press is destined^fc^e 
a mighty influence hereafter in this country, and thawlfe 
language of Bulwer will be applicable to it ; “ The News- 
paper is the chronicle of civilisation^ — the common reservoir 
into which every stream pours its living waters, and at which 
every man may come to drink. The Newspaper informs legis- 
lation of public opinion, and it informs the people of the acts 
of legislation. The Newspaper is the familiar bond that binds 
together man and man — no matter what may be the distance 
of climate, or the difference of race. The Newspaper is a law- 
book for the indolent, a sermon for the thoughtless, and a library 
for the poor. It may stimulate the most indifferent; it may 
instruct the most profound.” 

The first Bengali Newspaper, that broke in on the slumber of 
ages, and roused the natives from the torpor of’ selfishness, was the 
Darpan of Serampore, which began its career on the 23rd of 
May, 1818.^ The Marquis of Hastings, instead of yielding to 
the imaginary fears of the enemies to a free Press, or continuing 
the previous policy of Government by withholding political know- 
ledge from the people, gave every aid to the Darpan,'] On the 
publication of the first number, he wrote a letter with his own 
hand to the Editor, expressing his entire approval of the paper; a 
considerable number was subscribed for, and sent, at the public 
expense, to different native courts ; and the Editor was en- 
couraged to publish a Persian Edition to circulate for one-fourth 
of the postage charged to English papers. The Marquis avowed 
in public, that ‘‘ it is salutary for the Supreme authority to 
look to the control of public scrutiny.” 

The plan of the Darpan embraced news (both Indian and Eng- 
lish) likely to be interesting to natives, as well as local descrip- 
tions. The Bengali style wfs simple. When we consider the 

• The year 1818 was remarkable in various respects. The School Society was form* 
which introduced a new class of Vernacular books into its Schools ; and Serampore 

College was founded. As long as it continued in operation, it gave a considerable 
stimulus to the study of Bengali, by making it the medium for conveying informa- 
tion on various subjects. 

♦ Under the regime of the Marquis, the first impulse was given to the Vernacular 
Newspaper Press. He himself afforded every encouragement to native education, as he 
was not one of those who thought the safety of British India depended on keeping 
the natives immersed in ignorance. He was a mwi that did not shrink in 181(1, when 
addressing the students of Fort William College, from avowing the noble sentinient, 

It is humane, it is generous to protect the feeble: it is meritorious to redress the 
injured: but it is a godlike bounty to bestow expansion of intellect, to infuse the 
Rromethean spark into the statue, and waken it into a man.” 
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amount of historical, political, and geographical information, that 
this, along with other Bengali papers, poured in on the Hindu 
mind, which previously seldom extended its range of inquiry be- 
yond the affairs of the neighbouring Pergunnah, or at furthest 
bepwiirthe land bounded by the Indus, and “ within the ante- 
fope’s range,*^ we must assign a very prominent position to the 
Tiative Newspapers, and to the Darpan in particular, in having 
roused the adult mind from its long continued state of apathy. 
We have perused the Darpan with much pleasure, and quite con- 
cur in the following eulogium passed On it : “ through means of its 
correspondence, it elicited a great deal of valuable information 
regarding the state of the country in the interior. An ag- 
grieved man felt half his burden removed, when he had sent 
a statement of the oppressions he lay under to the Darpan, 
and thus brought them to the knowledge of the public. The 
native officers of Government felt it as a check on their mis- 
conduct, and dreaded its exposures. It was also the only 
channel of information to the natives in the interior, and has 
in its day done some service to Government, by counteracting 
unfavorable rumours, and strengthening the principle of loj 
alty.” Religious controversies were avoided. 

In the early volumes we have various topographicl noticev 
as a specimen, we insert the following account of Sagar island. 
We give the original, in hopes that some of our antiquarian 
friends may be able to throw light on this difficult but interest- 
ing subject : — 

cif«n cir srtcsf 

?twi <rfwsrt#t i sttcji 

?twt? ’pwi '5:c5rt5«ii irrir'irai f 'siT'Jsh:? <a:3F^ (r?c»r 

^ I jtc? '5t?r?rw ^<si 

aPC’T 

i? Trar5?,i^hr ntwt? < 0 ^ wtcns ^f?in 4 ?t- 

cmj 4rt'« 's 

7tf%t srfjrsR” II 

The meaning is to the following effect ; that Ganga Sagar was 
formerly inhabited ; that the Padma Purana mentions that 
Sushen, a King of the Lunar race, erected his metropolis on it ; 
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and that Sulochona, the daughter of the king of Dibyanti, being 
oppressed with misfortune, disguised herself as a man, and 
went there ; where she afterwards married the son of the kino- 
of Tdladjya, who also made it his residence. ^ 

Bam Mohun Roy commenced in 1821, a Bengali PerfcHlI^ 
the Brahmanical Magazine. “ Its career was rapid, fier^ 
meteoric. And both from want of solid substance, and 
through excess of inflammation, it soon exploded, and disap- 
peared.” It was mainly an attack on Missionaries ; thus p. 10 
it states — that it is ungenerous to do, as Genghis Khan 
‘ and the Arracanese did — abuse the religion of the con- 
‘ quered. In consideration of the small huts in which Brah- 
‘ mans of learning generally reside^ and the simple food such 

* as vegetables, &c. which they are accustomed to eat, and 
‘ the poverty which obliges them to live upon charity, the 
‘ missionary Gentleman may not, I hope, abstain from contro- 
‘ versy through contempt of them ; for truth and true religion do 

* not always belong to wealth and power, to high names, or lofty 

* palaces.” He endeavours to argue for human responsibility on 
the following grounds. As the reflections of the sun, though 
‘ without light proper to themselves, appear splendid from their 
‘ connexion with the illuminating sun, so the soul, though not 

* true intellect, seems intellectual, and acts as if it were real 

* spirit, from its actual relation to the universal ititcllect : and, 

‘ as from the particular relations of the sun to the water placed 
‘ in different pots, various reflections appear, resembling the 
‘ same sun in nature, and differing from it in qualities ; and 
‘ again, as these cease to appear on the removal of the water, 

‘ so, through the peculiar relation of various material objects to 
‘ one supreme spirit, numerous souls appear, and seem as per- 
‘ forming good and evil works, and also receiving their conse- 

* qiiences ; and, as soon as that relation ceases, they at that very 
‘ minute cease to appear distinctly from their original. Hence 

* God is one ; and the soi*!, although it is not in fact of a 
‘ different origin from God, yet is liable to experience the 
‘ consequences of good and evil worlfs ; but this liability of the 

* soul to reward or punishment cannot render God liable to 
‘ either.” He next proceeds to argue, that though God created 
the world by md^a, as the wind raises the Ifubbles on the water, 
yet that God is not subject to m^y^ : for “ though God pardons 
‘ the sins of those that sincerely repent through his attribute 
‘ of mercy, this cannot be taken as an admission of the Deity’s 
‘ subjection to his own mercy. The followers of the Vedant 
‘ say that Mdyh is opposed to knowledge ; for when a true 
‘ knowledge of God is obtained, the effect of Mdy^, which makes 
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< the soul appear distinct from God, does immediately cease.” 
He then reasons that the Hindu incarnations are as little 
opposed to our notion of God, as the Christian incarnation; 
And tW we admit that the worship of spirit possessed of a 
ytiiSrmal body(i. e. of Jesus Christ) is worship in spirit, we 
‘ must not any longer impute idolatry to any religious sect.” 

The lamentable defects of the I^ative Vernacular Schools 
excited the attention of various friends of education, and gave 
rise to the Calcutta School Society. The following remarks of 
one, who well knew the state of the country, will shew the 
need for such a Society; he observes respecting the Hindus 

If they can write at all, each character, to say nothing of orthography, 
is made in so irregular and indistinct a manner, that comparatively few 
of them can read what is written by another, and some of them can 
scarcely wade through what has been written by themselves, after any 
lapse of time. If they have learned to read, they can seldom read five 
words together, without stopping to make out the syllables, and often 
scarcely two, even when the hand-writing is legible. The case is precisely 
the same with their knowledge of figures." 

The first Annual Meeting of the Calcutta School Society 
was held in 1820; the report was read both in English and 
Persian. At that period the total number of indigenous schools 
in Calcutta amounted to 188, containing 4,146 children ; the 
subscriptions and donations reached 15,910 Es. The Society 
continued in operation for several years. 

The Friend of India ^wes the following list of works that were 
printed previously to 1821 ; — 

“ Ganga-hhahti-tarangini, History of the descent of Gunga. 

Jaya deva, Histo^ of Krishna. 

Annada-mangal, Exploits of several of the gods. 

Rasa manjari, Description of the three kinds of men and women in the 
world. 

Rati-manjari, On the same subject. 

Karana nidan hilas. Account of a new god recently created by an opu- 
lent native, 

Viliva mangal, Exploits of Krishna. 

Daya hhag, A treatise on law. 

Jyotish, An astronomical treatise. 

Chanakhya, A work containing instructions for youth. 

Sabda sinda, A Dictionary. 

Ahhidhan f ditto. - r j- 

— A treatise bn the materia medica of India. 

Rag^mala, A treatise on music. 

Batrish singhasan, The thirty-two-imaged throne. 

Betal Pachisi, Account of Raja Vikramaditya. 

Vidya-ninda, A treatise ridiculing physicians. 

Shagavat gita, A translation in Bengali of the work formerly translated 
into English by Wilkins. 

Jdahimani’Stava, The praises of Shiva. 
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Qanga-stava.Vai praiws of Guuga. 

SkZu oharitra, The duties of men. 

Sant( sotuk. On contempt of the world. 

Shringar-tilah, A treatise on women. 

Usuha-panohali, A treatise on the days termed impure by the StMfd 
Adi ras, A treatise on women. 

Ghandiy The praises of Durga, &c. 

Chaitanya-chaxitamritay Account of ChaitaDya.’—QMart^ifZw Fri$nd of 
India, vol, l,p. 124. 


He makes the following observations on the subject 

“ If we admit that 400 copies have been printed of eac)i of these works, 
including the second and third editions of some (and this will be consi- 
derably within the mark), we shall have Sixteen Thousand volumes printed 
and sold among the natives within the last ten a plienonienon, to 

which the country has been a stranger since the formation of the first, 
the incommunicable, letters of the Vedas. Many of these works have been 
accompanied with plates, which add an amazing value to thorn in the opini- 
on of the majoritity of native readers and purchasers. Both tlie design 
and execution of the plates have been exclusively the etlbrt of native 
genius; and had they been printed on less perishable materials than 
Patna paper, the future Wests, and Laurences, and Wilkies of India, 
might feel some pride in comparing their productions with tlie rude de- 
lineations of their barbaric forefathers. The figures are still and uncouth, 
without the slightest expression of mind in the countenance, or the 
least approach to symmetry of form. They are in general intended to re- 
present some powerful action of the story ; and hajipy is it for the reader 
that this action of the hero or Iieroine is mentioned at the foot of tlio 
plate : for without it the design would be unintelligible. The plates cost 
in general a goldmohur, designing, engraving, and all ; for in the infancy 
of this art, as of many others, one man is obliged to act many parts. 'J’hus 
Mr. Hari Har Banerjya, who lives at Jorasanka, perforins all tlio re- 
quisite offices, from the original outline, to the full completion ; hut tliongh 
he, with true eastern modesty, styles himself, in one corner of his plates, the 
best engraver in Calcutta, we doubt his ability, when loft to his own re- 
sources " — Quarterly Friend of India, vol. pp. 125-U. 


These books serve as an index to the popular taste, and, as such, 
though composed chiefly of tales, they are not to be despised ; 
as straws they pointed out the course of the current : nor must 
we forget that, even in England itself, the press in its early 
days multiplied principally copies of the old Romances. 


“ The taste for works of this description," continues the editor, “ was then 
in its maturity, and successive editions were printed, till a superior taste, pro- 
duced by the operation of that very press, transferred them from the libraries 
of the people to the shelves of tlie antiquary. Wo may fairly expect a 
similar regeneration in India ; more especially when we consider the ap- 
proximation of that great body of scientific and philosophical knowledge 
possessed by the European community, and their anxiety to bring it fully 
to bear on the natives. 

“ The very increase of mythological tales bos a tendency to stifle the avi- 
dity for them. Being now placed within reach of the great body of the 
people, they lose much of that veneration, with which they were invested 
*>7 their being scarce ; and, though the flame may for a time burn with 
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increasing ardour, this very circumstance naturally leads to its final extinc 
tion. Printed works will gradully constitute a powerful source of influ' 
ence ; works of real utility will be brought into the lists to combat 
with those of vain amusement, — and the issue cannot be doubtful. Even 
in th^ftfancy of the Indian press, it has not been exclusiveiy occupied 
^i^^^rks of trifling value ; two dictionaries of the Bengali Janguape 
• a treatise on the law of inheritance, another on the materia medica of 
Bengal, one on music, two or three almanacks, and a treatise in Sanskrit 
on astronomy, which have all issued from the press within the last ten 
years, are indications of improvement not to be despised, if we consider 
the darkness and ignorance of the community, among whom they have 
found patrons/' 

These works are all sold; and the observations on this point we 
commend to the notice of the friends of Bible and Tract Socie- 
ties in this country : — 

“ One work of real utility, purchased by the natives, will produce a 
greater change than five distributed gratis. What a native purchases, ho 
wishes to read ; and thus his very avarice is turned to the account of gene- 
ral improvement. A work, obtained without any pecuniary sacrifice, he 
is disposed to underrate and neglect; but such is the reluctance with 
which he parts with his money, that he is anxious to draw an equivalent 
value from every book it procures him.” 

In 1823 a book was published in Calcutta, called the Prdn 
Toshanay being a compilation of the precepts and doctrines of 
the Tantras, selected from eighty-four works, by Pran Bishwas 
of Kharda. We give our readers the following extracts in 
order to shew what the nature of the Tantra Doctrines is: 

“ Tho vowel is an astonishing letter. It is bright as the shell of 
Vishnu ; it is full of the three gods, and of the five souls ; it is in fact 
Bhagavati herself. Of the letter the stroke on the left is Brahma ; the 

lower stroke is Vishnu ; the perpendicular line Shiva ; the horizontal, 
Saraswati ; the curve is Bhagavati. The space in the centre is Sliivo. 
The color of the left stroke is red, like the Juba flower; the right 
is the color of the moon in the month Ashwini ; the lower stroke, 
the color of the great Mhm Mahamurkut ; the horizontal line is 
white, like the pubescent jasmine flower ; the curve, resembling the 
hook used in guiding the elephant, is like ten millions of flashes of 
lightning; the vacant space is brilliant as ten millions of moons. It 
bestows liberation ; it produces wealth and holiness ; it is the root of all 
letters ; it is the feminine energy of nature, and the mother of all gods. 
In the upper angle resides the wife of Brahma ; in the middle angle 
Vishnu’s wife, Jaistha; in the lower, Shiva’s wife, Rudri. It is the soul of 
all knowledge ; the soul of the four castes ; the origin of Brahma’s power 
to desire, of Vishnu’s power to know, and of the active energy of Shiva ; 
therefore it is to he perpetually praised. • si« ♦ ♦ • 

“ Write not letters on tho earth, or the muntras in hooks ; never leave 
a volume open, nor receive one open from another person. He whoso 
hooks or letters happen to be on the ground at the time of an earthquake, 
or of au eclipse, becomes ignorant through eveiy future transmigration. 
He who writes with a bamboo pen, will undoubtedly suffer. He who uses 
a copper pen, will enjoy undecaying splendor ; a golden pen procures 
prosperity ; a Brahman nul, ensures wisdom and knowledge ; a wooden 
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en ornamented with figures, bestows children, grand children, and wealth, 
he ’ who writes with a brass pen, obtains immortal prosperity ; but the 
use’ of a kasa* pen, occasions death. The pen must be either eight or 
ten fingers in length ; he, who uses one only four fingers long, loses as 
manv days of his life as he writes letters. A manuscript, written according 


: ^cording 
nctiug^^ 


to the directions of the Shastras, will secure knowledge. Jt milL 
length either one hand (equivalent to a cubit), or one hand dednctingl..^ 
fingers, or a whole arm ; and either twelve or eight Ungers in breadth but^ 
never less. * * ^ # ' 

■' He who studies a volume of the Veda, which he himself has coniod 
commits a sm eq^ial to the murder of Bramha; and be. wl.o haviuR copied 
a work himself, deposUs it in his library, or keeps it at home, his dwollins 
Will be struck with lightning. ° 

His analysis of the name of Guru equals in absurd refine- 
ment any thing penned by the Jewish Cabalists:— 


“ Of this word, the g is the cause of fruition; the r destroys sin ; the u 
is Shiva himself ; the whole word guru is the eternal Brahma, excellent and 
inexplicable. He, w^hose lips pronounce tho sound “ guru," with what 
sin is he chargeable? The articulation of ^ annihilates tlie sin even of 
killing a brahman ; the sifts of birth are removed by pronouncing u ; of 
ten millions of birth by the pronunciation of ru. Parasaraina murdered his 
mother, and Indra destroyed a brahman ; yet they both obtained abso- 
lution by pronouncing the word Ouru. 


And yet, as a writer in the Friend of India remarks respect- 
ing this Guru : — 


*■ This religious guide, invested with so awful a responsibility, on whom 
the Tantra sbastras have devolved tile task of piloting men through the sea 
of this world, and conducting their steps to finaj bliss, tho only teacher of 
men, is allowed five kinds of wives. He is pernutted to seize a female in 
open day, and detain her at bis house; hois allowed a plurality of prosti- 
tutes, and even to revel in a brothel, without tho least dimimitiou of his 
8])iritual authority ; and to complete this sysUun of morals and virtue, 
which Shiva sent down to the holy sages by his son Gniiesh, for tho 
benefit of the human race, the woman, whom the spiritual guide has de- 
bauched, or the prostitute, whom he retains, is to receive from the disciples 
that adoration and worship, which is due to God alone.” 

He directs that the letters of the Alphabet should be wor- 
shipped: — 

“ The first vowel is to he adored as a female divinity, of the color of 
the Ketwki flower, with two hands, the one elevated, as though with the 
intention of dispelling fear, the other stretched out as in the act of bes- 
towing a blessing, adorned with a necklace of pudma flowers, and clothed 
in white garments made of hemp, with a serpent for a pita. The letter 
is to be worshipped, under the form of a woman of the colour of blood, with 
four hands, three eyes, her bosom swelling like the bud of the kudumba 
flower, and her person ornamented with precious stones." 

He further directs that the cat should be adored, and also the 
jackal ; — 

“ On the day of tho new moon, let the disciple catch a jackal, and strike 
him dead with one blow ; then seat himself on the carcase, and continue 


• Sacchorum spontaneum. 
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jn divine meditation, i*epeating the holy text, appropriated to the jackal 
till be return to life, and the goddess, who was the object of worship/ man i! 
f«st herself in bodily shape. He may then ask and receive whateW lie 
desires, even a beautiful wife ; and hear of past, present, and future events 
and above all, understand the meaning of every howl of the jackal.” 


in contrast to this mass of literary rubbish, in the same 
year 1823, a Society, which exercised a beneficial influence on 
Native Literature, and which will ere long, we trust, provide 
a Christian Vernacular Literature for Bengal — the Calcutta 
Tract Society — came into existence. In 1823, it had published 
the following tracts in Bengali : — 


“ Memoir of Phutick Chand. 

Mental Reflection, and Enquiry after Salvation. 

Christ's Sermon on the Mount. 

Harmony of the Four Gospels, Part III. 

Part IV. 

Part V. 

Part VI. 

Life of William Kelly. 

Dialogue between a Durwan and Mali. 

History of Christ, the Saviour of the World. 

Dialogue between Ramharl and Shaddba. 

On tlie Nature of God. 

]3ialogue between a Scotchman and a Native Gentleman. 
Extracts from the Gospel Magazine, No I. 

1— No II. 

Reward Book for Schools. 

Sc r i {) tu re F x trac ts — Parables . 

The Picture Room. 

Catechism, First. 

Second. 

Watts’s First Catechism.” 


But, in the same year, the cause of Bengali translations sus- 
tained a severe loss in the death of Felix Carey, who was one 
of the best Bengali scholars of the day, and edited the follow- 
ing works: — 

Vidyabara Vnli, in Bengalee, a work on Anatomy, being the first volume 
of a Ilengali Encyclopaedia, in octavo, with plates, A large Bengali 
Dictiona^ in the press, edited by Mr. Carey and Sri Ram Komul Sen. A 
work on Law, in Bengali, not finished. Translation into Bengali of an 
Abridgement of Goldsmith’s History of England, printed at the Serarapore 
press for the School Book Society. The Pilgrim’s Progress, translated 
into the Bengali, and printed at Serampore. Translation into the Bengali 
of a Chemical Work, hy Rev. John Mack, for the students of Serampore 
College Translation into Bengali of an Abridgement of Mill’s History of 
British India, for the School Book Society. 

We give the following statistics of the number of tracts 
and other publications, printed and published by the Calcutta 
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Tract Society, between 1823 and 1835,* in the Bengali, Urdu, 
HinUui, and Uriya languages:— 

“ It extends from 1823, when the first Tracts were printed, to June IBS') 
the date of the last Report ; and, including second or third editions of the 
same publications, gives a total of A Hundred and Thirty-one pulS^iilipns. 
containing Four Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-two pa^s/Tl^i 
printed in editions, which give an aggregate of Four Hundred and Eighty* 
four Thousand Three Hundred and Fifty Tracts, and Eleven Millions, Five 
Hundred and One Thousand Four Hundred pages of letter-press, in the 
following proportions : — 


i 

Tracts. 

Pages: 

1 Vopies. 

Pages. 

In Bengali, 

78 

3,222 

' 331,700 

7,593,500 

„ Hindustani, 

30 

1 ,003 

100,000 

3,043,000 

„ Hindiii, 

10 

2«:) 

42,150 

591,300 

,, Uriya, 

2 

92 

5,500 

154,000 

Total,.. 

120 

4,f)32 

579,3501 

1 1,381,800 


Almanacs form a class of works, that were compiled at au 
early period in Bengali. The Almanac, issued from the Court of 
Kaja KristnaRay of Nadiya, was the one held in highest repute ; 
next to that, the Bali one. There were Almanacs published also at 
Gunpur, Khanakul-Krislinaghur, Digsui, Bikrampur, Bakla, 
Chandra dwip, Berhampur and Bagri. Previous to 1820 , those 
Almanacs were in manuscript, and were copied and sold by 
the Daivagya Brahmans, for two annas each : but they linve 
been superseded by the printed Almanacs, though the latter 
often sell for one rupee a number. These Daivagya Brah- 
mans are a kind of itinerant astrologers, who vend their know- 
ledge of futurity, as the bards of ojd derived a profit from 


* For tlie following account of the Press between 1820 and we are indebted 

to certain data in the Quarterly Friend of India. The native newspapers had 
increasjtd from one to six, viz. four in Bengali and two in Persian, the latter “chiefly 
occupied with extracts from the pithless Ukhbars, or papers issuing from the native 
courts, and detailing with minuteness the daily uninteresting and unimportant actions 
of tlie native princes.” These six papers had probably about 100 subscribers, and 
five readers to each paper, with a subscription of one rupee monthly. The follovnng 
books were printed ;—PaHc/mn< 7 rt Sundari—Din Kaumadi— Luanda Lafuiri -Rutt 
Maujuri-Tarpan—RadhikU Mangal-^Gnnga Bhakti Taramjmi—Padanka Dul- 
Milakshura Darpan—Batnsh Singdsun—Chanakya Tull Nama-^^KakrharUra—Bidya 
Suudur—Kala hamayanti—Kalanka Bhanjan-^Prahodh ChandraUay—Oydn CImk- 
drikd—Pran Other works of the same class, to ilie miraber of thirty- 

one, were published: of these eleven works were of a useful kind, that would 
afford profitable reading : the rest were mythological, astrological, &c.— 

“ The number of copies, which have been printed of eivcli is not so ewily aacej- 
taiued. Of some more, of others less, than a thousand, have been sold ; but if we take 
that number as the general average, we shag be near the truth. It is a general remark 
among tlie printers and publishers of the native press, that no work remains long on 
hand; and we have reason to believe that they have m no mstonce suffered a loss 
by tlie printing of any of the works above named. Nearly Thirty Thousand vo- 
lumes have thus been sent into circulation within the four years. 

It is calculated that, in 1822, thirty works were published, l.OW copies of each of 
which were sold, giving 30,000 volumes in Bengali in one jear. 


W 
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their skill in song. They may be known by their having under 
their arm an Almanac wrapped in cloth. They receive contri- 
butions from the poorest, and are admitted even into the re- 
cessesof the female apartments — as the women, true daugh- 
teiirtlF Eve, are very fond of prying into the future. 

find that the Hindu Almanac for 1825 was printed by 
one Gangadhar at Agardwip (where the first press was esta- 
blished that was conducted by natives) and is dedicated to the 
Raja of Krishnaghur. It gives the events of the year in the 
following proportions ; Hain 8, Corn 6, Grass 4, Cold 5, Heat 7, 
Wind 5, Kings 11, Diseases 15, Cures 6, Flies 9, Musquitoes 
17,Poi8on 13, Holiness 3, Unholiness 15, Truth 2,Fal8ehood 12. 
Among the presiding regencies of the year are Mars, who will 
cause war, bad crops, and disease ; Venus, who will multiply 
the number of subjects; Sambarta, the ruling cloud, which 
will increase the fruits of the earth ; Kulera, presiding among 
snakes, who will cause men to be destroyed by their poison ; 
Pundurika, the regent of elephants, through whose influence 
men will be destroyed both in the West and East; Nakula, 
the regent of doctors, “ and under his influence the words of 
men will be excellent as the waters of immortality.” An 
account is next given of the Satya Yuga “ when the principle 
of life resided in the brain : men died when they wished: their 
stature was 31^ feet : they lived to the age of 100,000 years, 
and dined oflf golden vessels.” In the Treta Yuga “ the prin- 
ciple of life resided in the bones : the human stature was 
twenty-one feet ; men lived to the age of 10,000 years, and 
dined off silver dishes.” .In the Dwapar Yuga, “ the principle 
of life resided in the blood ; the human stature was reduced to 
lOJ feet ; men lived a thousand years, and dined off copper 
dishes.” In the Kali Yuga, “ the principle of life will »eside 
in food ; men will be 3^ cubits in stature, live a hundred years, 
and dine from dishes without rule.” There are twenty-seven 
Nakshatras,’* ** ' or lunar mansions, given in the Almanacs. By ascer- 

* Respeotiag those Nakshatras in the Almanacs, the Quarterly Friend of India, 
vol. iv., pp. 196, 199, 200, 201, states ; — 

** The figure of a man is rudely sketched, and the twenty-seven different lunar 
mansions allotted to its difierent members ; hereby any one is enabled to ascertain 
the monthly complexion of his destiny, and to avert the approach of misfortune. 
In the first month of the year, seven stellar mansions are allotted to the bead ; three 
to the mouth five to the heart; three to the right band, three to the left ; three to 
the right foot, and three to the left. These seven portions of the body have the fol- 
lowing significations during that month; the bead betokens the enjoyment of happi- 
ness ; the mouth, excellence ; the heart and the right hand denote the obtaining of 
wealth ; the left hand signifies great distress; the right foot, moderate gain; and the 
left, a disposition to wander. The enquirer turns to the figure ; and, having found to 
what member of the body bis natal mansion is attached, and what that member pre- 
dicts, ascertains the fortune which is to befal him for that month. To avert the cala- 
mities, which some portions of the body presage, be is directed to make a ball composed 
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tainlng the natal mansion of the enquirer, the astrologer profess- 
es to tell his fortune ; thus the third mansion denotes poverty, to 
avert which the Brahmans should be presented with umbrellas ; 
the sixth indicates death, which is to be avoided by gitan^he 
Brahmans a donation of rice, ghi, and a golden kulsi. 

A man’s Nakshatra is to be known by the initial letter of 
his name: if he has two or three names, that, by which he 
may be waked from sleep, is to be used on such an occasion.” 

In the year 1825, according to the Almanacs, the auspicious 
days for marrying were 22 : for feeding an infant with rice, 27 : 
for commencing the building of a house, the 10th of Baishaka : 
for bringing a bride home, the 14th of Baishaka: for putting the 
chalk first into a boy’s hand to teach him to write, the 17th of 
Baishaka, and the 7 th and 14th of Asarha : for boring the ears, 
the 7th and 14th of Asarha. 


of murumaiiMi, buch,* ki'ir.f bitumen, turaieric, darburidru, dried ginger, ebura- 
puk,J and mutha; in this ball, the universal remedy against misfortune, the propor- 
tion of the ingredients must bo equal. It is to be dissolved in \;ater, in which the 
enquirer is to bathe, after having mixed with it some dhu8thur,§ und pronounced 
two sacred texts. The number of stellar mansions affixed to each member of the 
mysterious body, as well as the signification, differs monthly.” 


“ There is a great serpent in the universe, although we cannot perceive it, which 
continues for three months of the year reposing witli its head to the east, its tail to 
the west, its back to the north, its belly to the soutli : in the second quarter, its head 
is turned to the south ; in the third, to the west; in the last, to the north. Its quar- 
terly movements direct the natives in the erection of their houses, rhe Hindoo 
houses are, with few exceptions, built round an open square, the differeut sides being 
placed at right angles with each other. When therefore a new house is to bo erect^l, 
it is necessary to consult the position of the serpent, to ascertain on which side the 
arcliitect is to begin. The sides, to which its tail and belly are turned, are auspicious; 
and a commencement is therefore made in either of those quarters. But. if a single 
house be erected, or if the four sides of a quadrangular mansion be comminced at 
the same time, the position of the serpent signifies nothing. 

♦ # * ♦ * * ’ 


“ To regulate the iournies of the natives, the brahmans, or the shastras, have call- 
ed into birth Yogini, a goddess of celestial power, who resides in the eight quarters 
of the universe Sn different days ; in the east on the firet and ninth of the «><>«". J 
thus respecting the other quarters. It is reckoned auspicious \a cominencc a journey 
with tliis goddess situated either towards the back, or on the left hand. 

“ The duration and malignity of fevers depend on the r.vr’imk^ 

lunar mansions on which they commenced ; if a fever 
shatras which are mentioned in the Almanacs, the patient ‘ 

life will be preserved wiUi difficulty; if on four others the L 

days; and thus do all the lunar mansions influence « 

more inauspicious than the mansions; for ® ^ ^ i . .i,.,, jf jt came on 

days, as the number of the lunar day on winch it the f« I mo^ one 

the eleventh, it will remain twenty-two days; ® 1*' } 

month ; if on the day of the new moon, two months. But if the moon he at an in aus 
picious distance froL the natal mansion on the ^^^^^WevL bcgiiJ^uing oi Sun- 
the waters of immorUlity can preserve the ® Wednesday, 

flay will continue seven days ; on Monday, nine , - twelve days - on Friday, 

three nights ; on Thursday, it will occasion great danger for twelve days , on rnaay, 


• Zinziber Zedoaria, + A drug said to be the dried root of CoHum npecio,u*. 
i Michelia Champaca. 5 Datura Metel. 
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Few of our readers are perhaps aware of the ceremonies, 
which weigh so heavily on the Hindu, and of which details 
are given in various Bengali works. We mention a few. The 
firsjyW of the month Baishaka (April) is inauspicious for tra- 
j^iing, because Agastya Rishi on that day reached the banks of 
the Nerbudda, when the Vindya mountains bowed their heads 
to him as a sign of respect. On the same day the followers 
of Krishna bring calves and cows before the image of their 
God, and feed both them and the Brahmans, as Krishna on this 
day played with cows. In the worship of Annapurna, during this 
month, the women adore the Asoka-tree, and eat seven of its 
flowers as a charm against snakes. At the end of Baishaka, the 
women worship the Kasandi, a favorite Indian pickle ; half a 
dozen families worship it at the river, while the priest blows 
the cancha^ or shell, to bring the Gods to the spot. In Jai&ta 
(May), widows offer to a Brahman a pair of shoes, an umbrella, 
a fan, food, and a waterpot, to preserve them from disease. In 
the same month is a ceremony for deceased ancestors, when a 
Hindu is not allowed to speak or work before its completion. 
A few days subsequently, Hindu women worship their sons-in- 
law, in order to be certain of having grand-children. At the 
iSnan Jatra, it is prohibited to cook on the ground, to plough 
it, or even to touch it, as it is then considered unclean for 
four days. 

In Aswin is a great feast, the origin of which is thus stated : — 

“ In this iron ago, sins had multiplied to such an extent as to give 
birth to Vi pap pur mil y or a monster of iniquity, every member of whose 
body consisted of some sin ; his head and neck consisted of the sin of 
slaying brahmans ; the stealing of gold constituted his hands ; drinking 
wine formed tho heart ; the loins arose from the sin of injuring the wife of 
the spiritual guide ; the two feet consisted of those who have been accessory 
to the crime ; all the toes and fingers were distinct sins, and the hairs little 
peccadillos. This is of course metaphorical, Vishnu, having ordered 
all mankind to fast on this first day of bis slumbers, and promised exemp- 
tion from sin to the obedient, it is on record that all men fasted and became 
sinless; whereupon this monster came to Vishnu in a doleful mood, 
saying, Since thou hast created me, where am I to reside ? for all men are 
become sinless. Vishnu directed him to enter into food, during this one 
day of universal innocence. Hence, on this day, all the sins*, that man 
can commit, reside in food, and be who eats, is guilty of every sin, and 
incurs every curse." 

The whole genius of Hinduism (forming a strong contrast with 
the encouragements to popular instruction among the Chi- 

it will continue seven or three nights; on Saturday, fourteen days. The day anduigli 
are also severally divided into eight portions ; of which some are auspicious, othei 
the reverse ; on those which are unfavourable, no uudertaking whatsoever is to be com 
menced.” 
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nese) is anti-social. No contact with Mlechaa is its motto. 
A vernacular newspaper therefore, which enlarges the cir- 
cle of the social sympathies, found no place in its system. 
The Courts of the Great Mogul, and of the Chinese Emperor, 
employed men on high salaries to chronicle the cventSj^g^ho 
empire : but we have no account of any such plan amonwfil^ 
Hindu Rajahs. There was not even a graduated scale^of a 
hierarchy among the Brahmans to centralize their operations. 
Hence when the Chandrika^ as the orthodox exponent of Hin- 
duism, sprang into existence, it must have seemed as strange 
to the venerable pandits of Nabadwip and Santipur, as the 
following account now does to a Musalman, of what occurred 
on a recent occasion at Peshawur, on the celebration of the 
Mohurrum, ‘‘ Among the taziahs, the laskars of the Fusilier 
regiment paraded a model steam boat, with sails set, and 
smoke issuing from the funnel.” This steam boat was as 
much a type of revolution among the Moslems, as a Bengali 
newspaper is with the votaries of Vyas and Valmiki. Since 
the days of Raja Krishna Ray of Nadiya, little had occurred 
to produce any excitement in Hindu Society : battle-fields 
had been w'on, and Europeans had come as birds of prey 
in flocks to India : but these things produced little effect on 
the Hindus, It was the press, the fourth estate, which began 
to ruffle the stagnant surface of Hindu life. 

The Chandrika started in 1821. It has ever proved to bo 
the consistent advocate of thorough-going Hindu Orthodoxy, 
and has been the enthusiastic friend of the Dharma Sabha — 
a Society which was founded in order to defend the rujiu of 
the Hindu widow to be roasted alive on the pyre of her 
deceased husband. 

The Chandrika, in marked contrast with many of its, con- 
temporaries, is now (1850) in the twenty-ninth year of its exis- 
tence; while the generality of Native Papers have their short day 
of popularity, and then burst like a bubble on the stream. 

We give a few extracts from some of the early numbers of the 
Chandrika, as a specimen of the general nature of the contents. 

1822. — A woman’s husband died near Gya. The judge forbad 
the widows burning with him ; on which she thrust her finger into 
the fire to shew that she had no dread of pain ; she was then 
permitted to offer herself. — A correspondent asks, if the cause of 
an earthquake be owing to the snake Vasaki, who supports the 
earth, changing sides to case himself of its weight, why all 
countries have not the earthquake at the . same time, as the 
snake agitates all at once? — A girl in the twenty-four l er- 
gunnahs, sixteen years old, the daughter of a Brahman, has halt 
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her body of a black, and half of a white, colour, — In maklog 
the new road by Pataldanga, a number of trees were found by 
the Golpukur : they crumbled to dust on the touch, and were 
so low down that the soil must have risen considerably. — A 
Sinaluiiftuthis tongue off at Kali Gbat, as a sacrifice to Kali. — 
JW^ne inundation in Burisal, several women brought forth 
children on the trees to which they had fled. — The JPadanka 
Dut is advertised at one rupee, with the promise annexed that 
all the bhadra lok (gentlemen), who keep it in their houses, will 
hereby have their sins destroyed. 

1823. — A correspondent complains of a babu, who attended a 
public auction, dressed in women’s clothes. — A meeting of the 
Gaurya Samaj was held, and addressed by Ram Komul Sen : 
the object of it was to investigate ancient Hindu literature and 
history. — A Brahman’s wife, in the Burdwan district, finding 
that her husband spent all his time with a courtezan, deter- 
mined on revenge : accordingly she invited this courtezan 
to dine with her, providing several savoury dishes, and while 
she was in the act of eating one, the wife came behind her, 
and cut her nose clean off with a large knife ! — A person bath- 
ing at Errada was dragged into the water by an alligator ; but, 
raising loud cries, his neighbours came to his help, and holding 
him by the hand, succeeded in snatching him from the monster’s 
jaws, after however he had lost the flesh of his side. — Such an 
inundation took place in Bengal, that the pandits of Nadiya had 
to abandon their colleges, which were soon occupied by alliga- 
tors, and tortoises ! About the same time a snake, twenty-two 
cubits long, was seen near Santipur. — Kali Shankar Ghosal 
advertises that he has published at his own expense a book 
called the Byabahar Mukur^ which he will give gratuitously to 
any person applying for it: — but shortly after he puts in another 
advertisement, that he will charge four annas for each copy, 
because people do not value a book they receive for nothing, 
and even imagine that some injury would arise from the reading 
of it. — A Kulin Brahman died, who had twenty-two wives 
living separately in their father’s houses : on hearing of his 
death, four of them were burnt on the funeral pile. 

1824. — A meeting was held in Calcutta for the purpose of en- 
couraging the reading of the Vedas by paying professors and 
scholars. Radhakanta Deb, and Dwarkanath Tagore took an 
active part in the proceedings. — Seven persons died, in a village 
in the Burdwan district, from the bites of a jackal. — In Puri 
they have the peculiar practice in a Sati to dig a pit containing 
the corpse and the wood : when the latter is fully ignited, the 
woman, encircling the pile three times, throws herself in ; she is 
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soon dead. Then they extinguish the fire, and consume tlie bodies 
separately on another pile, having previously taken a bone to be 
thrown into the Ganges. — At Putkhali, near Budge Budge, a 
woman was brought to bed of three children : one of th^j^Jjad 
its hinder parts like those of some unknown animal. — AOlulfc 
aher, a woman, seventeen years of age, hearing of the death 
of her husband, determined to burn herself with his shoe, as 
the corpse had been previously consumed. Her relations re- 
sorted to every means to prevent her; but all was of no avail. 

t825. A Musalman boy near Calcutta has two left hands. 

Bishop Heber gave a party to the elite of Calcutta, Many 

of the native gentry, the Malliks, the Raja of Andul, &o. 
were present. Mrs. Heber gave with her own hand atar 
and rose-water to the babus, who, after some agreeable con- 
versation with the ladies, retired. — A good account of the 
different Zillahs in Bengal is given. — Kashikanta Goshal, with 
the aid of pandits, is preparing a translation of the Smritis 
into Bengali, price 100 Rs.— A boy was born lately in 
Katak having two heads, a subject of rejoicing, as the English 
say, two heads are better than one.”— A work is advertised at 
Nilkanta Haidar’s Press, Serampore, on Astrology, price eighty 
rupees.— A subscription list has been made by Europeans and 
natives at Chitpur, for conducting a series of weekly wrestling 

matches during the season. * , iq„o 

The Kaumadi Newspaper was first published in 182d. It was 
the organ of Ram Mohan Ray’s party, and was designed to 
counteract the influence of the Chandvikd,^ 

The following are the heads of the leading articles in the first 
eight numbers of the Kaumadi, No. 1 contains an appeal to Go- 
vernment to establish a Native Charity School, with an account 
of a Prince, who was a miser. No. 2. The advantap of News- 
papers to natives. The propriety of a subscription for watering 
the Chitpur road. Faitli in the Guru, buggestions for having 
twenty-two, instead of fifteen, years of ap, fixed ^3 the period 
for succeeding to an inheritance. Ridicule of ^ 

never give any money in charity, but on their i“" 

sums are lavished. No. 3. An appeal ‘“Goye'-nnpnt to grant 
more ground for a ghat to burn the dead bod^s a „i 

tians having such afpace of ground for buruals. No. 3. An appealto 

Government to prohibit the exportation of rice, f 

of Hindu food. An appeal to Government to 

medical aid to poor natives. A remonstrance of the furious 

driving of Europeans, when idol processions are f j 

An exportation to native Doctors to have their sons instructed 

• “ Th. Literary Cbtonicle," a 
gives a aotlce of the present state of the Vernacular Pre . 
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by European physicians. The evil of Kulin marriages. The sutuft 
lavished by babus in folly, and the little given for education. No. 5. 
The evil tendency of the dramas lately invented. A certain 
clag^ babus, called captains, and their evil practices. No. 6. A 
rf^icTand supper given by Chandra Kumar Tagore, in honour 
of the departure of the Chief Justice. The extraordinary profi- 
ciency of a Hindu boy, five years old, in English and Bengali.' 
Essay on the advantages of learning. Account of the Taj at 
Agra. Essay on truth. On apprenticing native youths to Eng- 
lish doctors. On raising a fund to burn the dead bodies of the 
poor. On establishing a fund for destitute Hindu widows. 
No. 7. A thief robbing a corpse at a burning ghat. On 
certificates given to servants. On the high price of fire-wood, 
ten raands of wood when could be had, a few years previously, for 
a rupee. On the importance of boys knowing Bengali Grammar, 
before they study English. No. 8. An infant carried away by 
a bird. The importance of the Hindus practising some mechani- 
cal art. A new drama called Kali Raja’s Jatra is being performed. 
Abhoy Charan Mittri gave 50,000 rupees to his Guru. The 
adventures of a Brahman, learned in the Shastras, among the 
wealthy babus of Calcutta. ^ 

1824. — The Editor is surprised at the wife of a having 

three sons at a birth, while so many rich Hindus, after all their 
vows and pilgrimages, have none, and are obliged to adopt — 
The Raja of Burd wan’s wife being near her confinement, the Raja 
supported two astrologers in the house, who professed to predict 
the time of the birth of a son, though each foretold a different 
day. — An account is given of a wmman, at Chitpur (according 
to the custom of Sanyasis) being buried alive with her deceased 
husband, who was a Sanyasi. — A native woman, eighteen years 
old, swims across the river at Nimtala ghat. — A Brahman came 
to Seram pore, pretending to predict a gentleman’s fortune : he 
also offered to discover treasure hidden in his house, for which 
he was to get 20 Rs. reward: while the gentleman went out for 
a moment, the Brahman hid a brass pot in the earth, and pointed 
it to the Sahib as the treasure : the other discovered the trick, 
and had him bound hand and foot, and flung out into the street. 
— A snake was caught in Hatapur pergannah, whose roaring was 
so loud as to shake the trees. — A Sanyasi at Tarakeswar killed 
a man, who had intrigued with his mistress. — At Jagannath ghat. 
Calcutta, where Sanyasis usually assemble, a Sanyasi per 
formed the penance of holding his right foot in the air, ant 
standing silent in this position, day and night. 

The Timir Ndsak Newspaper (destroyer of darkness 
ill answered to its name. Its chief object seems to hav( 
been to pander to Hindu credulity to the utmost extent 
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though it acknowledged itself the offspring of the Serampore 
Darpan. 

The Banga But commenced on Sunday, the 10th of May, 
1829 : but, in the next number, the day of publication was alter- 
ed to Saturday. It is singular how with respect to uewsSlpJirg, 
and schools, so much deference is paid to the Sabbathfby 
natives who are hostile to Christianity. It was seen, even in the 
early days of the French revolution, that a day of rest is requir- 
ed on physical and mental grounds. This newspaper started un- 
der the management of Mr. R. Martin, Dwarkanath Tao’ore, 
Prasanna Kumar Tagore, and Rammohan Roy. It was written 
in two languages, Bengali and Persian; as the latter would 
be understood by the mahajans of the Bara Bazar. 

The length, to which this cursory notice of the early Bengali 
Press has run, forbids us from entering on an account of the 
newspapers published since 1830. 

We have now before us a list of the Bengali Newspapers, 
published in Calcutta at the present time, which comprizes six- 
teen, viz. three dailies, the Prahhdkar, Chandraday, and Mohdjan 
Darpan; one tri-wcekly, the Bhdskar ; two bi-weekly, the Chan- 
drikdy and Rasardj ; seven weekly, the Gyandarpan^ Banga But, 
Sadhuranjan, Gydn Sanchdrini, Rasasdgur, Rangpur Bartdbahu, 
and Rasha Mudgar \ two bi-monthly, the Nitya Dharmdnaranjikd 
and Burjan Daman Mahd Nabam ; and last, though not least, 
the monthly publication, Tatwa Bodhini, which, both for the 
excellency of its language, and the literary talent displayed, is 
highly to the credit of its conductors, who have employed the 
powerful agency of the Bengali language to convey European 
ideas. 

All these publications have a decided Anti-Christian tone, 
and must produce a considerable sapping effect on the minds 
of their 20,000 readers, who shew tlie value they attach to 
them by paying for them. Though the Serampore Darpan 
was the first Bengali Newspaper, and was started under Mis- 
sionary auspices — yet, strange to say, Missionaries have at 
present no organ in Bengali to exercise an influence over the 
native mind, and reply to the various misrepresentations that 
are given on Christian subjects. We hope that ere long wo 
may see a Bengali New'spaper started under Christian influ- 
ence. The Native Christians are feeling the Athenian curiosity 
for the “t-* Koivov** and (in several cases we know) receive injury 
from the perusal of these papers. Missionary Schools are well ; 
but the present Bengali Newspapers in many cases destroy 
much of the prospective fruit from them. 


X 
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Art VI 1. A Penal Code^ prepared hy the Indian Law Com- 

missior^ers/and published hy Command of the Governor- General 
in Council Calcutta^ 1837. 

on the Indian Penal Code, Calcutta^ 1846. 

3. Report on a Scheme of Pleading and Procedme, with Forms of 
Indictment adapted to the Provisions of the Penal Code, Cal- 
cutta, 1848. 

4 The Code of Regulations for the Government of the Pre- 
sidency of Bombay, with notes, shewing the alterations made 
by subsequent enactments, a Key, Index, Interpretation^ and 
Epitome of the Acts of the Legislative Council of India. Edited 
hy William Henry Harrison, Esq,, Bombay Civil Service, and 
late Register of the Suddur Adawlut at Bombay, London. 
Pelham Richardson, Cornhill, 1849. 

5. Evidence, forming a title of the Code of legal Proceedings, ac- 
cording to the plan proposed hy Crofton Uniache, Esq, By S 
B, Harrison, Esq., of the Middle Temple. London, Henry 
Butterworth, 1825. 

The Presidency towns have of late been ringing with 
indignant declamation, through every local organ, for the ex- 
pression of opinion, at certain Acts,* now before the Legis- 
lative Council, for bringing British-born subjects under the 
iurisdiction of the East India Company’s Courts, and the laws 
administered by them; and we feel ourselves called upon, as 
members of the free Press of India, briefly to express on this 
opportunity our first impressions, reserving (if need be) for a 
future occasion a more full and deliberate discussion. VVe 
must then state that we concur, to a certain extent, in the 
opposition to the measures alluded to, but only partially on the 
popular grounds: while at the same time— what may seem 
paradoxical— we concur with the Government in the objects 
desired to be attained through these Acts ; and, under proper 
conditions, after fit preparation by means of various reforms oi 
the law and courts, we should generally and cordially approve 
them. On reference to the local annals of past time we find, 
that a party, including some of the popular leaders, has ever op- 

* Draft of an Act for abolishing exemption from the jurisdiction of the East Indu 

^ ^^Act,il^?wing the Law as to the privUeges of Her Majesty’s Europetu 

^'Draft*of an Act for the protection of Judicial Officers. 

Draft of an Act for trial by Jury in the Company’s Courts. 
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posed the various reforms, which the Indian Law Commissioners 
have proposed in order to improve the law and administration 
of justice, and fit the Courts of the East India Company for 
their important functions, and, amongst these, for the est^defl 
jurisdiction now proposed to be given to them. As reO^ 
this party, essentially an anti-reform party, we see in thesT 
measures their nemem ; they have hitherto succeeded in giving 
pretences for rejecting the best half of the measures devised bv 
Macaulay, Amos, Cameron, and tlieir colleagues of the Indian 
Law Commission ; and now, the East India Company contents 
itself with insisting on the otter half, which those enlightened men 
never contemplated passing alone ; and this it is, which makes 
our difference, if we may be permitted tlie expression, with the 
Government It is carrying out, only one-half of the* views 
of the Law Commission, and setting at nought one-half of the 
manifest intentions of Parliament. This, we think, admits of 
an easy demonstration, from that Section of the Charter Act 
(S. 53) which warranted, or commanded, the appointment of the 
India Law Commission. The Enactment alluded to, (wo giye 
it below*,) begins with a recital— not a very usual thing in a 
Clause — and therein legislatively declares the objects to bo at- 
tained and attended to by the Commission. It directs the for- 
mation of a general system of judicial establishments, within 
whose jurisdiction should be comprized all persons whatever, ns 

* The enactment is as follows; ^ee Clmrter .Act, Sec. 5J1. 

“ And whereas it is expedient, that, subject to such special arrainrements as local 
circumstances may require, a general system of judicial establisliments and police 
to which all persons whatsoever, as well Kuropcans a.s Natives, may be subject* 
should be established in the said territories at an early period, and that such laws* 
as may be applicable in common to all classes of tho inhabitants of the said 
territories, due regard being had to the rights, feelings, and peculiar usages of 
the people, should be enacted ; and that all laws and customs having the force of law 
within the same territories that should be ascertained and consolidated, and, as occa- 
sion may require, amended : Be it therefore enacted, that the said Governor-Oenernl 
of India in Council shall, as soon as conveniently may be .after tho passing of this Act 
issue a commission, and from time to time, commissions, to such persons as tho 

11 Directors, with the approbation of the 8<aia Board of Commissioner*, 

shall recommend for that purpose and to such other persons, if necessary, as tho 
said Governor- General in Council shall think lit — all such person not exceeding in 
the whole at any one time five in number, — and to be styled “ tho Indian Law Com- 
missioners,” with all such powers as shall be nece.ssary for the purposes hereinafter 
nnntioned; and the said commissioners shall fully inquire into tho jurisdictions, 
powers, and rules of the existing Courts of Justice and Police establishments 
in the said territories, and all existing forms of judicial procedure, and into tho 
nature and operation of all laws, whether civil or criminal, written or customary, 
prevailing and in force in any part of the said territories and whereto any inhabi* 
tants of the said territories, whether Europeans or others, are now subject; and the 
said Commissioners shall, from time to time, make reports in which shall 
fully set forth the result of their said inquiries, and shall from time to fime Suggest 
such alterations, as may in their opinion be beneficially made in tile said Courts 

justice and police establishments, and forms of judicial procedure and laws, due 
regard being had to the distinction of castes, difference of religion, and the manners 
and opinions prevailing among different races, and in different parts of the said 

territories.*’ 
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well Europeans^ as natives, subject nevertheless to such special 
arrangements, as local circumstances might require. It further 
directs such laws, as might be applicable in common to all classes 
of th^phabitants, to be enacted. Evidently new laws here are 
gp^tSSplated ; and the following wise, and just, and necessary 
condition is added ; that, in making these laws, due regard should 
be had to the rights, feelings, and peculiar usages of the people. 
Moreover, the existing laws and customs having the force of law, 
are directed to be ascertained and consolidated, and, as occasion 
might require, amended. The enacting part of the clause 
reinforces the recital. Such were the noble objects which 
Parliament contemplated in establishing the Indian Law Coni’, 
mission. And the first Governor-General under the Charter Act, 
and suacessive Law Commissioners down to the departure from 
India of Mr. Charles Hay Cameron and Mr. Daniel Eliott, appear 
to have had a just conception of their duties. They laboured as- 
siduously for all those objects, but carried scarcely any of them. 

Our charge against the proposed Acts is, that though in 
the main in principle just and unobjectionable, yet, brought 
in alone, they violate every one of the conditions which Parlia- 
ment, as above shewn, has indicated to be its intentions. No 
general system of Courts, in the sense of the Act of Parli- 
ament, has been established ; nor has the model Court, proposed 
by the Indian Law Commissioners, been experimentally adopted. 
The Courts exist as they did ; and British-born subjects are 
now to be pitchforked into them. Instead of laws made applica- 
ble to all classes of the people — laws, reported by the Indian 
Law Commission in its most palmary state to be unfit for 
many classes within their range, are, by these Acts, extended 
to one class more — and that a class, for whom they must 
be less suited than for any other class of persons. Then, 
again, as to respect for rights, feelings and peculiar usages ; 
one of the Acts, the Jury Act, is a mere burlesque of 
that justly venerated institution, and made conspicuously so, 
by a very striking departure from the scheme of a Jury, 
recommended by Messrs. C. H. Cameron and D. Eliott of 
the former Indian Law Commission. In their scheme, British 
subjects were entitled to claim on the Jury a majority of their 
fellow countrymen ; and the Jury List was carefully confined to 
persons of a certain social standing, and having a certain 
property qualification. These provisions partially redeem the 
scheme’ of Messrs. Cameron and Eliott ; but none correspond- 
ing are to be found in the new Draft Jury Act, which is fram- 
ed on the supposition of pretty nearly the whole nation's being 
fit for jurymen. 
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But, leaving these peculiar grounds of opposition, surely 
it is a very great evil that British inhabitants, except for 
trifling assaults, and except also a liability to be put under re- 
cognizances, and to suffer the forfeiture of them, shoui^s is ( 
the state of the Law at present, only be triable in the 
Courts, which never leave the Presidency towns. At the sa^ 
time we admit, that the British inhabitants cannot too highly 
value this privilege, as respects the justice secured to them. *But 
what are some of its consequences? An offender of British 
race and origin has to be brought perhaps fifteen hundred miles 
or more, and any intermediate distances, throughout the length 
and breadth of the land, to be tried, in all, except the above 
mentioned cases : and this is but a part of the evil ; for, at the 
same time, and from the same distance, the witnessed usually, 
and all other necessary evidence, have to come ; — to bring the 
culprit alone would be of no avail. It is mere trilling, unwor- 
thy of men of sense, to deny that this necessity gives an immu- 
nity from punishment, and operates as a license to do wrong. 

In this important point of view, therefore, the measures in 
question are desirable ; they abolish an inconvenient privilege, 
and place the British-born class, at most consisting of a few 
thousands of people, in the same relations to the authorities 
and to the local laws, as the natives consisting of a hundred 
millions. On the other hand, the British inhabitants may very 
justly entertain a strong antipathy to the change ; and they dwell 
much on the following considerations. Firsts the state of the 
Courts : secondly, the corruption of a class, which, for the sake 
of brevity, we will call the hangers-on, or non-official retinue, of 
these Courts: thirdly, the laws and procedure established in 
them; and lastly, the intentions of Parliament. In this enu- 
meration of their objections, we pass over all that has been said ^ 
about the inherent and constitutional rights of the Hritish 
people; the power of Parliament to abrogate those rights; and 
the want of authority in the Legislative Council. The first 
serious objection is, that the Judges in these Courts have no 
proper professional qualifications, want that independence, 
which to British minds is indispensable, and (what is worse) 
are often treated in such a manner, as tends to make them, when 
occasion calls, sycophantic, and whenever government is interest- 
ed, servile. All this cannot but be obnoxious to a civilized people 
like the British, especially familiarized, as they are, with institu- 
tions free from these faults, and in extreme contrast with them. 

• The Mocbalkt Act, Act 6 of 1^48; TeepecUng which tee CakuUo, Rtview, ?ol. 
XI., p. 64. 
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And, to our mind, it is no fair reply to say, that it is submitted 
to by the whole native population. It is neither regarded nor felt 
by natives, as it is by civilized Europeans. Nor do they regard 
or feelap we do, what forms another more serious objection still to 
thi^SSst India Company’s Courts; that the amlahsof the Courts 
are all powerful, and are the most artful and corrupt of mankind: 
while at the same time, except for the abuse of justice and the 
abusive use of official powers, they are even less qualified than 
the Judge himself, by all the difference which there is between 
them and him, in character, in the theory of morals, in religious 
ideas, and general cultivation of mind. 

This state of the Courts is as notorious as the sun at 
noonday; and it is this, which makes it a calamity to the British 
race to be made criminally amenable to them. But, further, 
these courts have a retinue, out-door and in-door, of their own ; 
the agents and representatives sometimes of the amlahs, some- 
times of the rajahs and zemindars, whose existence is essential 
to the thriving trade carried on in litigation — we now allude 
to the gangs of forgers, false witnesses, informers, bribers, 
personators, thieves and tricksters of every kind, who find 
employment in these Courts, to the exclusion of truth, and 
honesty, and all fair dealing. The British inhabitant natu- 
rally regards with aversion Courts, where, as he well knows, 
he will be under the sad necessity of employing these means and 
appliances to secure a just acquittal, and where they will 
assuredly bo brought against him to obtain a conviction, 
equally whether just or unjust ; if Just at all a deserved con- 
viction can be called, when obtained by such means : and, if 
it cannot, then there is no justice at all in these courts, or 
in the whole circuit of the East India Company’s institutions. 
Such considerations make respectable men predict that the 
extension of the jurisdiction of these Courts will drive out 
British settlers and British capital; an opinion, which we by no 
means entertain; for, capital has laws of its own. But it is 
scarce, and dear, and will so remain, in this country, even 
though there bo a plethora at home ; while property and 
rights are insecure, by reason of the bad state of the Courts 
of the Mofussil ; an army of three hundred thousand sepoys 
and forty thousand British soldiers does not, and cannot, give 
that security, wliich would make capital abundant. 

The kind of law administered forms another head of ob- 
jection on many grounds ; chiefly, from its. inferiority in every 
respect to the substantive part of the English criminal law, on 
which British ideas of penal justice are formed, and which would 
be just as applicable to the British in the Mofussil, as in 
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the Presidency towns : while the law, under which they are to 
be brought, is that which has been condemned by the Indian 
Law Commission, as unfit for the natives. How mucli more 
unfit must it be for the Europeans, as a wholly hreign 
system — foreign even in Hindustan — and intended f?fe[^en 
of a different race and different religion? for, thought 
has undergone modifications, the foreign groundwork remains. 
Besides, great rigour in the punishments, and great laxity in 
the procedure, are generally the characteristics of the Mofussil 
criminal system. 

The last objection, which we have noted, is founded on what 
we have supposed to be the intention of Parliament ; and this 
we need not here dwell upon, as we have already proved it by the 
most authentic and satisfactory of all evidence, the declaration 
of Parliament itself, and its special provisions for the appoint- 
ment and the employment of the Indian Law Commission. 
But it may be useful here to corroborate our views by briefly 
referring to some of the grounds which influenced Parliament ; 
and which will be found in the reports of evidence tafcen 
before the Houses. 

We shall not attempt here to go into details. Wo refer 
in part to the evidence of Mr. Empson, Mr. Mill, Mr. 
Clarke, Mr. Holt Mackenzie, and other witnesses. Wo feel 
sure that it made too great an impression to be forgotten. Mr. 
Empson’s evidence fully revealed the utterly delusive charac- 
ter of the legal education of Ilaylcybury ; its utter inutility 
as a preparation for the exercise of magisterial and judicial 
functions ; his own opinion of its worthlessness ; and the 
struggles of mind, which he had undergone, (and which re- 
quired some rough handling on the part of other professors 
who were better broken in,) in order to reconcile his duty, or 
what he was expected to do, with his conscience, in passing his 
pupils, and lending his respectable name, and giving his official 
sanction, to the idea blazoned at each annual Hay ley bury exhibi- 
tion by the Chairman of the Court, that its alumni arc in any 
degree qualified, by what they acquire at that institution, for 
the administration of any sort of law, English or foreign, Chris- 
tian or Pagan. The evidence of others also proved that, in 
India, of legal educationand any proper training for judicial office 
there is none. Official communications from the Indian Govern- 
ments to the Court were printed, which revealed their dissatis- 
faction with the qualifications and condition of the young men 
placed at their disposal for public employment. At the same 
time, remedies were gently touched upon : and Mr. Holt Mac- 
kenzie and others suggested some means of bringing about a 
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reformation. This very subject, we believe, has been reported 
upon by Mr. Cameron. The state of the law also was fairly 
laid open, so far as it could be without a commission ; and the 
want of all sorts of reform avowed and explained. Parliament, 
w^llrilSld say, must have felt itself to be overwhelmed with 
life magnitude and diversity of the objects requiring considera- 
tion, and the amount of necessary reform : and, as we be- 
lieve and hope, in order to commence a new era, which should 
be distinguished by all sorta of wise and well considered change, 
it established the Legislative Council and the Law Commission. 
Referring to all this, and to its own express declaration, we 
do not hesitate to say, that to pass the Acts in question, without 
any previous adaptations of the law and procedure, is contrary to 
the manifest intention of Parliament.* 


• By a few extracts we will satisfy our readers that this statement of our impres- 
sions, is fully warranted by the evidence. It will be sufficient for the purpose 
to take the evidence of Mr. Empson, the learned Professor of Uaileybuiy. He 
is asked : — 

Q. 1094. — Is there any thing in the present system, which makes it obligatory on 
the Professors to send out young men, who, in their opinion, are not qualified to go ? 

A . — “ I should say, certainly, there has been felt to be in the College a moral obliga- 
tion of that description." * 

[We should say a very immoral one, and so Mr. Empson thought, for his evidence 
proceeds as follows: — ] 

“ 1 have unfortunately, much to my suffering, acted upon it." 

[Now, mark what he says, as to the influence exerted by other Professors to 
quiet his conscience !] 

“ When I came to the College, it would have been very misplaced in me to act on 

* crude notions of my own; I talked with the Professors of long standing, to get, as 

* it were, a map of the country. Their account to me was: — ‘ We have been for twenty 
‘ years raising the standard in the College, both in respect of conduct and attainment. 
‘ We have now got it to a point, which, if not answering entirely to our wishes, is 
‘ nevertheless one, comparing it with what it was in the beginning, highly satisfactory.’ 

* You must not expect too much The system is one of qualified patronage. 

‘ The unfitness, which is to disqualify, must not be tried by too severe a scale. In all 

* our exercises of this authority, when a discussion has arisen between us and tbe 

* parties concerned, the public has taken this view of it, and sided with the indivi- 
‘ dual, whose appointment was endangered. Your predecessor observed that the College, 
‘ on these occasions, have every thing^againstit, except justice." Consequently, I adopted 

* and tuaimained as a minimum, as near as I could, the common standard. The 

* dilemma, in which tlie College is placed, is one of great hardship. If we exercise 
‘ tbe power, which we ought to exercise on tlie part of the public, a storm of indigna- 

* tion is let loose upon the College, such as no other place of education ever was 

‘ exposed to Our only support is in tbe indiviaual Directors, who happen to 

‘ know the merits of the case; In case we do not exercise the power, and young men, 
‘ imperfectly qualified, go out, re^nonstrances come home from India, that the College 

* does not answer the purpose.” 

The next question and answer shew from what quarter this storm of indignation 
came: from persons connected with the present Indian system; by system, meaning 
obviously, system of patronage. In other words, the people who “ set up the cry,” and 
“raised a storm of indignation,” were the East Indian Stock Proprietors, and their 
patronage brokers of Leadenhall Street. 

Q. 1095. —Do you mean to say that the general opiuion and feeling of persons 
connected with the present Indian system, are such that the Professors cannot oppor- 
tunely exercise that power of selection, which, by theory, you possess ? 

A . — “ I certainly say so. Their experience unfortunately convinces them of it” 

Q. 1096. — In what way ? “ By finding the extreme unpopularity, the extreme odium, 
to which they were subject ; the cry that was set up over London, and the apparently 
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Oor readers will not require from us any apology for making 
these remarks the preface to an article on the Penal Code of 
the India Law Commission, because to our mind a new Code 
is essential in the Mofuasil Courts, for the fair and jus^ aj^roise 
of a jurisdiction over Europeans. 

In these prefatory remarks we have shewn both the parliT* 
mentary origin of the India Law Commission, and that the 
preparation of a complete body of law was specially pointed out 
by Parliament among the objects to be attained through its 
appointment. Accordingly, in June 1835, orders, but of the 
precise terms of which we are not informed, were issued by 
the Governor-General in Council to the first Law Com- 
missioners : and, in about two years afterwards, they submitted 
a Draft of a new Penal Code, with a letter, to which we find 
subscribed the names of T. B. Macaulay, J. M. Macleod, G. W. 
Anderson (a Bombay Civilian, now the Governor of the 
Mauritius,) and F. Millet (a Bengal Civilian, now retired, and 
late a member of the Legislative Council.) From this letter 
we collect the motives, which induced them to prefer one general 
(Jode to amendment, or consolidation^ or any other form of legis- 
lation ; and it is necessary for our purpose to state these mo- 
tives, which we shall proceed to do both by description and 
quotation. 

Their Code, they remark, is not a digest of any existing 
system of law in India ; nor formed on the groundwork of 
any existing system ; but they wish it not thence to be in- 
ferred, that they had neglected to enquire, as commanded to 
do by Act of Parliament, into the present state of the law ; 
or, that in other parts of the law, as in this, they were likely 
to recommend unsparing innovation, or the entire sweeping 
away of ancient usages. Such an inference would do them 
great injustice ; for, though there are not the same objections 
to innovation in penal legislation, ns to innovation afiecting 
vested rights of property, yet if tliey had found India in 
possession of a system of criminal law, which the people regard- 
ed with partiality, they would have been inclined to ascertain 


worse than indifference of the public ; every body joining in the observation, it is ex- 
tremely hard that young men should lose their anpointnients for indiscretion of a cer- 
tain description ; very hard that parents should be put to the necessiw of an additional 

years education, and so forth In my own department, I have constanUy 

let young men pass, who, I think, ought not to have passed If we are 

to be of any use, it is as a check; if we do not take issue with young men, on a certain 
degree, either of stupidity, idleness, or vice, &c.,no establishment, whether at Ilailey- 
bury or elsewhere, can answer the object.” 

Y 
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it, to digest it, and moderately to correct it, rather than, 
to propose a system fundamentally different. These, to 
our mind, are unexceptionable principles, — a true practical 
philoso p hy. The Commissioners next proceed to shew that 
systems of penal law established had any 
claim to their attention, except what it might derive from 
its intrinsic excellence. “ All those systems,” say they, “ are 
‘ foreign. All were introduced by conquerors, differing in 
‘ race, manners, language, and religion from the great 
‘ mass of the people. The criminal law of the Hindus 

* was long ago superseded, through the greater part of the 
‘ territories now subject to the Company, by that of the Mu- 
‘ hammadans, and is certainly the last system of criminal law, 

* which an enlightened and humane Government would be 
‘ disposed to revive. The Muhammadan criminal law has in its 
‘ turn been superseded, to a great extent, by the British Re- 

* gulations. Indeed, in the territories subject to the presidency 
‘ of Bombay, the criminal law of the Muhammadans, as well as 
‘ that of the Hindus, has been altogether discarded, except in 
‘ one particular class of cases ; and, even in such cases, it is not 
‘ imperative on the Judge to pay any attention to it. The 
‘ British Regulations, having been made by three different 

* legislatures, contain, as might be expected, very different 
‘ provisions.” And they proceed to verify this general des- 
cription by specific instances. All these prevailing systems 
being proved thus faulty, they proceed to consider whether 
there is any one, deserving a preference for their purposes j 
and not one of them can they recommend, as furnishing even 
the rudiments of a good Code. The penal law of the Bombay 
presidency had one recommendation and claim on their 
attention ; that it is all contained in the Regulations, and is 
almost all to be found in one extensive Regulation : but they 
reject it for very sufficient reasons. We regret to say that 
‘ it has, over the penal law of the other presidencies, no su«» 
' periority, except that of being digested. In framing it, the 
‘ principles, according to which crimes ought to be classl- 
‘ fied, and punishment apportioned, have been less regarded 

* than in the legislation of Bengal and Madras.” Specific 
instances follow, in support of these general observations. 
“ But these errors,” say they, “ the effects probably of inadver- 
tence, are not, in our opinion, the most serious faults of the Penal 
Code of Bombay ;” and they proceed to describe the yet more 
serious ones alluded to, and which it is ** impossible to excuse on 
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the ground of inadvertence ; enactraente, the language of which 
shews that, when they were framed, their whole effect was fully 
understood, and which appear to us to be directly opposed to 
the first principles of penal law.” And on this subject they 
conclude with the following sentence : — * 

“ We have said enough to shew that it is owing, not at afr 
' to the law, but solely to the discretion and humanity of the 

* Judges, that^ great cruelty and injustice is not daily perpe- 

* trated in the criminal Qourts of the Bombay presidency.’' 
Such being the state of the penal law in the Mofussil, 

the Commissioners came next to consider the case of the 
presidency towns, Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, They 
comprize a very large native population ; in number, out of 
all proportion to the Europeans; perhaps, at times, in the 
proportion of seven hundred, or more, to one. Within those 
towns the Supreme Courts have an exclusive local jurisdiction ; 
and native criminal law and the criminal regulations of Go- 
vernment, which every where else prevail, have no operation. 
The criminal law is the English criminal law, or, more correctly 
speaking, law of merely English origin ; and it was made for 
British peo})le ; thus, Nundcoomar, as being under the juris- 
diction of the Supreme Court, was hanged for forgery. In 
many less striking instances, English penal law must greatly 
shock, and be ill adapted to, the native population. The Com- 
missioners characterize it, as a very artificial and complicated 
system: as “a foreign system;” a “system formed without the 
smallest reference to India” :^nd it had just been pronounced 
by a commission, composed of able and learned English 
lawyers, to be so defective, that it could be reformed only 
by being entirely taken to pieces, and reconstructed. In 
these circumstances the India Eaw Commissioners find a strong 
additional reason for preparing a new Code, or one comprehen- 
i^e and entire system, which should apply to the natives in the 
presidency towns, as well as in the Mofussil : and they sum up 
their reasons as follows : — 

“Under these circumstances we have not thought it dcsira- 
‘ ble to take, as the groundwork of the Code, any of the systems 

* of law now in force in any part of India. We have, indeed, to 

* the best of our ability, compared the Code with all those sys- 

* terns, and we have taken suggestions from all ; but we have 

* not adopted a single provision, merely because it formed a part 

• Instead of that” read “ i/"' lo prewrve the euphemism, more in consistence with 
the fact and truth ; for vre utterly flisbelieve, that such Judges as the E. I. Company's, 
with such Amlahs as Uiey generally have, can rectify or mitigate materially the vicious 
operation of such a Code. 
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* of any of those sy stems. We have also compared our work 
‘ with the most celebrated systems of Western jurisprudence, 

* as far aS the very scanty means of information, which were 

* accessible to us in this country, enabled us to do so. We have 

much valuable assistance from the French Code, and 
^n’om the decisions of the French Courts of Justice on questions 
‘ touching the construction of that Code. We have derived 

* assistance still more valuable from the Code of Louisiana, pre- 
‘ pared by the late Mr, Livingston. We are the more desirous 

* to acknowledge our obligations to that eminent jurist, because 

* we have found ourselves under the necessity of combatting 

* his opinions on some important questions.’’ 

It is in some points of view fortunate, that this proposal 
to introduce an entirely new body of laws — new in form at 
least — was not without a precedent. 

On the introduction of the so-called Bombay Code,” the 
previously existing systems were abrogated : and that, without 
exciting a murmur on the part of the native population. The 
Commissioners advert to this fact, as a proof of the groundlessness 
of any apprehension of danger from the repeal of ancient sys- 
tems. “ Throughout,” they say, “ a largo territory, inhabit- 
ed to a great extent by a newly conquered population, all the 
ancient systems of penal law were at once superseded by a 
Code ; and this, without the smallest sign of discontent among 
the people.” “Tlie course, which we recommend to the Go- 
vernment, and which some persons may perhaps consider as too 
daring, has already been tried at Bombay, and has not produced 
any of those effects which timid minds are disposed to antici- 
pate, even from the most reasonable and useful innovations.” 

The reasbns, which we have thus quoted, to our mind, are 
unanswerable and abundantly sufficient ; and the India Law 
Commission would have failed in its duty to the Crown and 
Parliament, if it had not acted upon them. And now let i0 
see in what spirit they presented the Code to Government. 
It will appear that it was the funliest from justice to treat 
them, as if they were actuated by pride and arrogance, and 
made a new Code from an overbearing assumption of the 
superiority of their ideas of law, to all established systems. 
The real modesty and ingeniousness of the following remarks 
to iV\o Governor-General in Council must be apparent to all 
unprejudiced men : — 

^^Itis hardly necessary for us,” say the Commission, •Uo 

* entreat your Lordship in Council to examine with candour 

* the work which we now submit to you. To the ignorant 
‘ and inexperieuced, the task, in which we have been engaged, 
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‘ may appear easy and simple. But the members of the Indian 

* Government are doubtless well aware, that it is among the 
‘ most difficult tasks in which the human mind can be employ- 
‘ ed ; that persons, placed in circumstances far more famu^ble 
‘ than ours, have attempted it with very doubtful 

‘ that the best codes extant, if malignantly criticised, will be 
‘ found to furnish matter for censure in every page'; that tiie 
‘ most copious and precise of human languages furnish but a 
‘ very imperfect machinery to the legislator ; that, in a work 
‘ so extensive and complicated as that on which we have been 
' employed, there will inevitably be, in spite of the moat 

* anxious care, some omissions, and some inconsistencies ; and 
‘ that we have done as much as could reasonably be expected 
‘ from us, if we have furnished the Government with tiiat, 

‘ which may, by suggestions from experience and judicious 

* persons, be improved into a good Code.” 

By those especially, who recollect the circumstances to which 
we have adverted, this passage will be read with great satisfac- 
tion and interest. If philosophy might justly aspire to be 
the handmaid of legislation {and surely Parliament was 
entitled to ask her assistance) it was impossible for her to 
present her offering, with more deference to authority and a 
juster estimate of the importance of practical wisdom. And 
this was correctly understood and appreciated by the Govern- 
ment. The Code was printed and circulated among all classes 
of official persons, who were invited to give, and many of 
them did give, opinions and suggestions. In 1845, seven years 
having elapsed, the Government took up the Code again, and 
referred it back to the India Law Commission, ^with all the 
letters, essays, reports, minutes, and papers, which during that 
long period had been sent in. They included the opinions 
and criticisms of two Chief Justices, and four Puisne Judges 

the Queen’s Courts, of the Advocate General at Madras, 
and the acting Company’s Counsel at Calcutta, and of seve- 
ral of the East India Company’s Judges and Magistrates. We 
shall endeavour to give our readers a fair idea of the nature 
of these communications, to shew how full a discussion the 
Code has undergone, and the nature and amount of labour 
bestowed on its improvement by Mr. Cameron and Mr. 
Eliott : hut we will first give some account of the Code 
itself. 

What the Commissioners have designated, as the “ Penal 
Code,” is the C^ode only of crimes and punishments, and em- 
Vkxaees oiAy one of the fonx paxte, Into which Mr. Livingston’s 
system of Penal Law is divided. But in the year 2848, a 
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second part, containing a “ Scheme of Pleading and Procedure 
with forms of Indictment” was added by Messrs. Charles Hay 
Cameron and Daniel Eliott. A Code of Evidence, and per- 
haps a Book of Definitions, remain to be supplied, and, though 
no>^S?ntial, will be needed for completeness. 

^ The Penal Code is divided into twenty -six chapters,* the 
titles and ‘order of which we give below. At the end of the 
Code is a body of notes, exceeding in bulk the Code itself, ex- 
planatory of the legislative motives. In these notes we trace 
the discursive and philosophical genius of Mr. Macaulay, dis- 
played with a fearlessness, which belongs to such talent as his, 
and which brought up controversies, which a man of law-craft, 
or more forensic experience, would have avoided. But the Code 
is exactly on that account the better entitled to confidence; 
it contains no ambushes ; and the Commissioners are chargeable 
with no suppressed designs, no intentional reticences. These 
notes, in which everything is thus laid bare, are for the pub- 
lic the most attractive portion of the volumes before us : but 
we must reserve them for future consideration ; as what remains 
beside will more than fill the space or time, which we can at 
present devote to the subject ; and we shall proceed with our 
description of the Code itself. 

Each chapter of the Code is divided into paragraphs, which 
ore numbered, and contain the substantive rule ; to many of 
the paragraphs are added explanations ; and besides these, to 
many of them “ illustrations,” the latter being of the nature, 
for the most part, of law cases, hypothetical in the Code, but 


• Chap. I. — General Explauntious. 

II. — Of punislmients. 

III. — €ieueral exceptions. 

IV. — Of abetment. 

V. — Of otlences against the 

state. 

VI. — Of otlences relating to tlie 

Army^ anti Navy. 

VII. — Of otlences against the 
public tranquillity. 

VIII. — Of the abuse of the pow- 
ers of public seivants. 

IX. — Of contempts of the law- 
ful authority of public 
servants. 

X.— Of offences against pub- 
lic justice. 

XI. — Of offences relating to 
ilie revenue. 

XII. — Of offences relating to 
coin. 

XIII. — Of offences relating to 

weights and measures, i 

XIV. — Of onenoes affecting the I 

public health, safety, I 
and convenience. ' 


Chap. XV. — Of offences relating to re- 

ligion and caste. 

XVI. — Of illegal entrance into, 
and residence in, the 
territories of the East 
India Company. 

XVII. — Of offences relating ^ 
tlie press. 9 

XVIII. — Of offences affecting the 
human body. 

XIX. — Of offences against pro- 
perty. 

XX. — Of offences relating to 
documents. 

XXL— Of offences relating to 
properly marks. 

XXII. — Of the illegal pursuit of 
legal rights. 

XXIII.— Of the criminal breach 
of contracts of service. 

XXIV. — Of offences relating to 
marriage. 

XXV. — Of defamation. 

XXVI.— Of criminal intimidation, 
insult, and annoyance. 
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really derived from the experience and records of Courts of 
Justice. Of the several component parts, the illustrations, 
if not wholly new, are peculiar and characteristic; and our 
first extract from the Code shall be made to exemplify 
Of defamation ” : — 

“ Whoever by words, either spoken, or intended to be read, or by sign, 
or by visible representations, attempts to cause any imputation concern- 
ing any person to be believed in any quarter, knowing that the belief 
thereof would harm the reputation of tliat person in that quarter, is said, 
except in the cases exceptoa in the nine clauses next following, to defame 
that person." 

Then comes a series of explanations; — 

“ Explanations. An imputation is not defamatory, unless it bo such as, 
if believed in that quarter in which it is intended to be believed, would 
harm the reputation of the person, concerning whom it is intended to 
be believed. 

“ Hence an imputation, when directed against one person, is not neces- 
sarily defamatory, when directed against another person; and an imputation, 
which is defamatory when intended to be believed in one quarter, is not 
necessarily defamatory when intended to be believed in another quarter. 

“ Also it may be defamation to repeat, or circulate an imputation, which 
it was not defamation originally to make; and it is not necessarily defama- 
tion to repeat or circulate an imputation, which it was defamation originally 
to make. 

“ A deceased person may be defamed. A collection of persons cannot, 
as such, be defamcAl. But an individual may be defamed, by means of 
au imputation thrown on a collection of persons, of whom he is one, or by 
means of an imputation made in the form of an alternative. 

“If the imputation be such that, if it were believed in t)jo quarter in 
which it was intended to be believed, the reputation of the person con- 
cerning whom it is intended to bo believed, would not bo harmed, then, 
though that person may suffer in his interest, ho has not been defamed. 

“ Harm the reputation." “ No imputation is said to harm a person’s repu- 
tation, unless that im})utation, directly or indirectly, lowers the moral or 
intellectual character of that person, or lowers the character of that per- 
son, in respect of his caste, or of his calling, or lowers the commercial 

» dit of that person, if ho is engaged in trade, or causes it to bo believed 
t tlio body of that person is in a loathsomo state, or in a state generally 
considered as disgraceful." 

And after these, comes a series of illustrations, tlius: — 

(a) “A says Z is an honest man ; ho never stole B's watch ; intending 
to cause it to be believed that Z did steal B's watch. This is defamation, 
unless it fall within one of the exceptions." 

(hj “A is asked, who stole B’s watch ? A points to Z, intending to cause 
it to be believed that Z stole B’s watch. This is defamation, unless it fall 
within one of the exceptions.” 

(c) “A draws a picture of Z running away with B’s watch, intending 
it to bo believed that Z stole B’s watch. This' is defamation, unless it fall 
within one of the exceptions. 

(d) “A says of Z, that Z drinks wine. Here the (Question, whether A has 
defamed^, may turn on the question, whether Z is a Mussulman, or a 
Christian, and so on. 
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The Commissioners, anticipating that the apparent novelty 
of this method would give rise to carping, submitted a justia- 
cation on this point; which we commend, not only as a de- 
fenc^^this Code, but as excellent reasons why other learned 
engaged in code-making or consolidation, should follow 
the same method. 

‘‘ One peculiarity,” they say, “in which this Code is framed, 
‘ will immediately strike your Lordship in Council. We 

* mean the copious use of illustrations. These illustrations 
‘ will, we trust, greatly facilitate the understanding of the 

* law, and will at the same time often serve as a defence 
‘ of the law. In our definitions we have repeatedly found 
‘ ourselves under the necessity of sacrificing neatness and 
‘ perspicuity to precision, and of using harsh expres- 
‘ sions, because we could find no other expressions, which 
‘ would convey our whole meaning, and no more than 
‘ our whole meaning. Such definitions, standing by them- 
‘ selves, might repel and perplex the reader, and would perhaps 
‘ be fully comprehended only by a few students after long ap- 

* plication. Yet such definitions are found, and must be found, 
‘ in every system of law, which aims at accuracy. A legislator 
‘ may, if he thinks fit, avoid such definitions, and by avoiding 
‘ them, he will give a smoother and more attractive appearance 
‘ to his workmanship ; but in that case he flinches from a duty, 
‘ which ho ought to perform, and which some body must per- 
‘ form. If this necessary, but most disagreeable, work be not 
‘ performed by the lawgiver once for all, it must be constantly 
« performed in a rude and imperfect manner by every J udge in 

* .the Empire, and will probably be performed by no two Judges 
‘ in the same way. We have therefore thought it right not 
‘ to shrink from the task of framing these unpleasing but in- 

* dispensable parts of a Code. And we hope that, when each 
‘ of these definitions is followed by a collection of cases falliil| 
‘ under it, and of cases which, though at first sight they appear 
‘ to fall under it, do not really fall under it, the definition, and 

* the reasons which led to the adoption of it, will be readily 

* understood.” 

In the work of Mr. Harrison, the title of which is prefixed 
to this article, an analogous plan was adopted under the di- 
rection of Mr. Uniacke : and it was intended as a specimen of 
the manner, in which the latter gentleman proposed, that the 
whole body of the common law should be codified. Wanting 
the legislative sanction, this private Code, of course, contains 
references throughout to the decisions of the Courts in support 
of every proposition, as well both of the general rules, as of the 
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examples : burstill it is a Code, and with verbal alterations might 
be adopted by the Legislature. It is the production of a practical 
lawyer; and to its utility as a law book, merely by reason of its 
peculiar method, we have heard lawyers testify. 

Our readers have seen the reasons given by the 
sioners for using illustration by cases ; and for whntgoolN 
reason to the contrary, we beg to ask, should the law-giver bo 
deprived of the right of explaining the intended import and 
operation of his law by this method ? These illustrations are 
for the most part law cases, and nothing else; so peculiarly so, 
that many of them may be found in such books, as the Term 
reports and Crown cases; only in their pages not generalized. 
The first of them, for example, would probably run in iho 
Reporter’s marginal abridgment, supposing it was a civil case, 
as follows : — 

“ Action on the case for words, which were proved to havo 

* been spoken by the defendant of and concerning the plnin- 
‘ tiff, A (the plaintiff) is an honest man ; he never stole B’s 

* watch ; iniiendo, that tlie defendant meant to cause it to bo 

* believed, that he, the plaintiff, did steal B’s watch, //e/c/, that 
‘ these words were actionable in the absence of any circum- 

* stances to shew that they were Lona fide spoken on a proper 

* occasion ; Johnson J. dissentieiite,' 

Kow such would be a proper law case, according to the 
most approved pattern, and would of course be transferred 
from the Reporter’s pages to every treatise on the law of defa* 
mation, and in foot notes to the Code, in editions republished 
by the learned commentators of Westminster Hall ; and suc- 
ceeding Judges would respect it, or not, as an '‘authority,’* or 
** precedent,*’ according to tlicir view of its conformity with 
the Code, and such rules of interpretation as they might apply 
to-it ; and the case might never afterwards be eliaken. But 
tills is certain, that as Mr. Justice Johnson was, according to 
the report, “ dissentiens,” it would havo to be litigated over 
again, between other persons ; and the comity of the Courts 
would concede such licence and latitude of argument, in favour 
of a view, which had a learned Judge’s sanction, and perhaps 
other Justices would have other doubts, so tljat probably the law 
of defamation would, by the variety and mass of subtleties 
brought against it, be involved in uncertainty, and become 
what it is without a Code, but what it never could become 
under n Code illustrated after the manner of the Penal Code 
of the India Law Commission. 

- '* Thus the Code,” say the Commissioners, "will be at onoe a 

* statute book, and a collection of decided cases. The decided 
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‘ cases in the Code will differ from the decided cases in the 
‘ English law books in two most important points. In the first 
‘ place, our illustrations are never intended to supply any omia- 
‘ sion in the written law, nor do they ever, in our opinion, put 
on the written law. They are merely instances of the 
^‘prai^cal application of the written law to the affairs of inan- 
‘ kind. Secondly, they are cases decided not by the J udges, 

‘ but by the Legislature, by those who make the law, and who 
* must know, more certainly than any Judge can know, what the 
‘ law is which they mean to make. 

“ The power of construing the law”, in cases in which there 
‘ is any reason to doubt what the law is, amounts to the power 
‘ of making law. On this ground the Koman jurists maintained 
‘ that the office of interpreting the law in doubtful matters 

‘ necessarily belonged to the Legislature The decisions 

‘ on particular cases, which we have annexed to the provisions 
‘ of the Code, resemble the Imperial rescripts in this, that they 
‘ proceed from the same authority from which the provisions 
‘ themselves proceed 

“ The publication of this collection of cases decided by le- 
‘ gislative authority will, w”e hope, greatly limit the power 
‘ which the Courts of Justice possess of putting their own 
‘ sense on the laws.” 

We now come to the consideration of the report upon the 
Code and papers referred, as we have already mentioned by 
Government, in 1845, to the then India Law Commissioners. 
The duty, which these gentlemen had to perform, will be under- 
stood from the following extract from the letter of Mr. Bushby, 
the Secretary to the Governor-General in Council, containing 
in fact their instructions : — * 

“ The Governor-General in Council is desirous that some 

* step should be taken towards a revision of the Code, with a view 

* to its adoption, with such amendments as may be found neces- 
‘ sary, or to its final disposal otherwise. For this purpose, I 
‘ have been instructed to refer to you, for examination, all the 
‘ opinions received from the several presidencies, as per en- 

* closed list, and to direct your attention to the act of crimes 
‘ and punishments contained in the seventh Report of the 
‘ Commissioners on the Criminal Law of England, with a view 

* to comparison, and the detection of any omissions, or other 
‘ imperfections, that may exist in the Code. With these mate- 

* rials, the Governor-General in Council trusts that you will 

* be enabled to frame such a report, as may assist the Govern- 

* ment of India in forming a judgment on the merits of the 

* Code, at no distant date.” 
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To those instructions, tifter the lapse of a few months, the 
Commissioners replied by a report on one portion of the Code, 
nnd in about a year after, on the remaining portion ; and in 
1848, they added to the Code an important and valua ble s up* 
piemen t, called a Scheme of Procedure and Pleading, 
is wholly the production of the last Commissioners. Nev^ 
vas labour more unflinchingly and carefully bestowed ; and 
never on an object more worthy of it. The Commissioners 
are entitled to be heard in their own language, as to their 
conception of their duty, and the manner in which they have 
performed it. 

“ We have with great pains and care examined, compared, 

‘ and digested, the voluminous papers, containing commentaries 

* and strictures on the Penal Code, transmitted to us with Mr. 

* Bushby’s letter ; and, having reviewed the Code generally 
‘ with reference thereto, we have directed our more particular 
‘ attention to the chapters of the greatest importance, namely, 

^ those treating of offences affecting the human body, and 
‘ of offences against property,” and to those of a general 

* nature governing the whole, namely, the chapter of ‘ General 

* Explanation,’ the chapter of ‘ General Exceptions,’ and the 

* chapter of ‘ Abetment.’ 

“Having studied the definitions of crimes, and the rules and 
‘ penal provisions- contained in those chapters, with the aid of 
‘ the lucid and able expositions of the principles upon which 
^ they are framed, which are afforded in the valuable notes 
‘ appended to the Code, we turned to the instructive Reports 
‘ of the Commissioners on the English Criminal Law, and to 
‘ the digest of crimes^nd punisinnents contained in their sg- 
‘ venth Report, and carefully corapjired the two systems, with 

* reference occasionally to the Penal (]ode of France^ and Mr. 

‘ Livingston’s Code for Louisiana, and with a constant regard 
‘ to the Jaws actually administered by the Company’s Courts 

* under the several presidencies.- Thus prepared, we proceed- 
‘ ed to revise the chapters, taking clause by clause, and consi- 
‘ dering particularly the criticisms, objections, or suggested 
‘ amendments, which we had previously noted os worthy of 

* remark. Our work, performed in this manner, has necessarily 

* occupied a great deal of time : and the observations, wo have 
‘ thought it proper to offer, have extended to a greater length 

* than we anticipated.” 

For us, to give a general idea of the contents of the Reports 
on the Code, and papers relating to it, is a task of considerable 
difficulty from the very nature of the Report, but not there- 
fore to be left unattempted ; though we are sensible that the 
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matiDer of our performance muat be inadequate to the merit 
of the object. We trust however we shall attract to this work 
a considerable depjree of attention ; rouse the friends of good 
Govempient ; and call forth other more able and felicitous ad- 
which may secure the Code, and the other labours of 
fne India Law Commissioners, against the fate designed for 
ft by the selfish stand-still policy of the Lcadenhall Street 
oligarchy. 

The Commissioners had judicially, w»e may say, to investi- 
gate and report, and to do this they had to classify and analyze, 
tbo papers. The first place, given in their report, is to tliose 
papers sent in by the J udges of the Queen’s Courts ; and the first 
question treated of is the general one, of tlie propriety of mak- 
ing a new Code, and the general success of the one in question. 
Three of these learned barristers, Sir J. P. Grant, Sir E. J. 
Gambier, and Sir H. Compton, were of nearly llie samcopinions. 
Sir J. P. Grant declined to enter into a particular examination 
of the Code, on the grounds of want of lime— of a doubt as its 
being consistent with his judicial duties to do so, and of some 
alleged distrust of his learning and capacity to undertake so vast 
a task in so untried a path of speculative jurisprudence and le- 
gislation ;*~a modesty, we may characterize this, which none who 
knew Sir John Grant would give him credit for. A vast task 
undoubtedly it was, but all comprised within the limits of Sir 
John’s own daily judicial functions. Sir E. J. Gambier declined 
to enter into the consideration of the different parts of the 
Code, from an entire disapprobation of the making of a Code, 
lie secs much danger in this comprehensive pliilosopliical 
method, and has the strongest doubly of tlie propriety or 
expediency of promulgating any Code, which professes to bo 
more than a compilation and better arrangement of existing 
enactments. Sir Edward brought these ojnnions to India, 
and kept them ; remaining stationary while the national 
mind of his country has been moving, and that in favor of 
code-making ; and ho appears not to have given the slightest 
attention to the facts, and reasonings, which distinguish the 
penal law in India from, we may sny, all other collections 
of law, and which make it simply absurd to talk of compila- 
tion and better arrangement. However let Sir E. Gambier 
speak for himself : — 

“Sir E. J. Gambier says—*! have always entertained the strongest 
doubts of ttie propriety or expediency of promulgating any Code of law', 
.which professes to he more than a compilation and a better arrangement 
of those enactments which have previously been in force, and which former 
experience has eanctioued and approved ; and I have always thought that 
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snch A body of laws should be modified by those additious end’ alterations 
alone, of wiiich tlie same experience has evinced the utility or the need. To 
do more tluiu this — to put forth a body of laws, which is not even founded 
upon any previously existing? system, and to clothe enactments in language 
which is as new to those who are to dispense the law, as to those who 
are to live under it— appears to me a mode of procopAling, irreco^i||^la 
with the maxims of practical wisdom, and one calculated to intromml^ 
degree of confusion and difficulty, which 1ms never yet been found in 
administering the criminal justice of any civilized country.’ 

“ ‘ Such (ho adds) being my general opinion on tho Code in question, 
I do not enter into the consideration of the diOcrent parts of it.’ ” 

Sir Edward was scarcely entitled to call this an opinion on 
the Code tit all : it is an opinion quite beside the Code, made up 
of mere fallacies and common places, which might he as well 
delivered of any other Code, but applied to tiio Indian Penal 
Code are mere absurdities. Doubtless Sir Edwaid is enti- 
tled to en^rtain iliern: and we can hardly 8Ui)poso that 
they .are intentionally sojjhistical. Common place tho first 
is, in favour of opinions long entertained (Sir Edward says al- 
ways entertained’’) and therefore,»in this instance, of opinions 
formed by JSir E. J. 4jambicr, when a young man — perhaps 
for a debate at some forensic society — respectable opinions, 
but tliey reject philosophical inetliod and scientific princi[)le3. 
Common place tiie second is, in favor of compilation and better 
arrangement; which no one will deny to be irnprovcfnents ; 
but the recommendation in this instance is practicably inappli- 
cable. We should like to know how Sir Edward Gambier 
would compile and better arrange omissioji^. For example, the 
Commissioners stated in their letter to tho Governor-General 
in Council : — 

** Many irnportarW; classes of offences are altogether jin- 

* noticed by the llombay Code : and tlio omission appears to 
‘ us to be very ill supplied by one sweeping clause, which arms 

* the Courts with almost unlimited power to punish, as they 

* think fit, offences against morality, or against the peace and 

* good order of society, if those offences are penal by tho 

* religious law of the offender. This clause does not apply to 

* people, who profess a religion, with which a system of penal 
’ law is not inseparably connected. And from this state of 

* the law some singular consequences follow. For example 

* a Muhammadan is punishable for adultery; a Christian is at 

* liberty to commit adultery with impunity.” 

Now we ask Sir Edward, how, out of tins, he could mako 
A compilation and better arrangement. We will give Sir 
Edward credit for frankness and common sense, sufficient to 
say, “ It is impossible ; my suggestion does not npply which 
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h exactly our objection to Sir Edward’s criticism ; it is a 
mere common place and inapplicable. 

For want of a Code, the law in Bombay remains, to the present 
day, as it was when described by the Commissioners. They 
desj^aife? the omissions alluded to only in general terms: but the 
rfgulation, which they also refer to, as intended to supply them, 
is quite a curiosity in its way, and we will quote it from the 
work of Mr. Harrison :* — 

“ Seventh. — Offences, declared penal by the religious law of 
‘ the person charged, provided they be not included among 
‘ those for which punishment is enacted in the Code of Regu- 

* lations, but nevertheless constitute a breach of morality, or 
" the peace, or good order of society ; they shall be liable to 

* such punishment, as may be prescribed by the religious law 
‘ of the convict, if it be of a nature authorized in section 111 

* of this Regulation ; otherwise it shall be commuted to such 
‘ of the punishments therein authorized, as may be deemed 

* equivalent and appropriate, by the authority taking cogni- 
‘ zance of the case.” 

The Commissioners have said that this clause does not apply to 
people who profess a religion with which a system of penal law 
is not inseparably connected ; which probably is a correct 
construction. At the same time it is not clear what is its 
meaning, and witli such Judges and Magistrates, as those of the 
East India Company’s Courts, the Regulation appears to us 
eminently adapted to create confusion. It is a blind Regula- 
tion, passed in mere ignorance ; and even qualified by construc- 
tion, as the Commissioners propose, exceedingly vicious, as 
we deem, in principle. 

Sir J. C. Compton is the next of the Supreme Court Judges, to 
whoso opinions we shall advert. He professes not to attempt a 
criticism on the work of the law commission, or of its ar- 
rangement, or particular provisions, but to state the grounds 
upon which, a priori^ he is of opinion that the Code, they 
hav^ prepared, should not be adopted : and he endeavours 
to shew that in preparing the Penal Code, in the manner 
in which it has been prepared, as a general system of Criminal 
Law for India, to be substituted for all the systems which now 
prevail, ** the Law Commissioners have done what was not in- 
tended by Parliament, while they have omitted to do what was 
contemplated and commanded by Parliament; and that if, in 
taking this course, they were guided by instructions from the 
Governor-General in Council, such instructions were unwar- 


♦For the title of the work see the head of this article. 
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ranted, for the Governor-General in Council had not legal 
power to dispense with the directions contained in the Act of 
Parliament, which in fact created their own authority.” 

If Sir J. Compton had attended to what the Commissioners 
said on presenting the Code to Government, he woulPi||gye 
seen that his premises, as respecting them, were incorrect. TrI 
Commissioners left it to Government to decide, ** to what places 
and to what classes of persons” the Code should apply; and 
therefore not they, any more than the Government, are charge- 
able with exceeding the powers conferred by Parliament. If on 
consideration, the Government wished to establish the Code, 
but thought it wanted powers, of course it would send its re- 
commendation to the proper authorities in England; but that 
the preparation of a Code came strictly within their province 
we have shown by the very words of the Act of Parliament. 

Respecting the Code, he says, that similar attempts to simplify 
Codes have failed, and that it is no longer useful to fitteinpt to 
render them perfect by the introduction of all possible cases, 
which after all is an impossibilit 3 \ 

From the opinions just animadverted upon, we come to a 
a class, in which a far different spirit is manifested. On the 
question of the expediency of framing a Code, the late Sir H. 
Seton, a Judge in the Supreme Court of Calcutta, makes the 
following sensible observations ; — 

‘‘The best justification of it seems to be found in the ne- 
‘ cessity of some system ; the absence of any satisfactory one ; 

‘ and the hopelessness of constructing a more perfect one, 

‘ except by means (f successive improvements upon this:” 
adding, that “ if the attempt were to be delayed, until all 
‘ information, which theoretically might be considered desira- 
‘ ble, were obtained, it would never be made.” 

But Sir Henry Seton thought that the Penal Code ought 
not to be brought into operation without the intended Code of 
procedure ; and he contemplated the preparation of a dyil 
Code, as important or necessary to the penal branch ; forte 
speaks of the completion of the whole desigriy as likely to lead 
to the extension of civil rights and remedies, and the modifica- 
tion of many provisions of the Penal Code. 

Sir R. Comyn is the next English lawyer, whose opinions 
are reported upon ; and they are not unfriendly towards the 
Code ; but, singularly, he recommended that it should first 
be brought into operation in the Presidency towns ; for wliafc 
reason, does not appear ; probably on account of the supe- 
rior qualification of tiie Queen’s Courts for administering a 
new sy^m ; and yet he, at the same time, intimated it as his 



m 


TBE INDIAN PENAL CODE, 


opinion, that the Code could not be administered in the Supreme 
Courts with tlieir sjstem of criminal procedure. 

i<Voni Sir li. Corny n, we proceed to Sir J, Awdry, then Chief 
Justice of Ihmbay. Contrary to Sir li. Cotnyn, he observed 
th^S^he procedure of the En^li^h law seems fully adequate 
to the working of the Code;” and ijir John adds, that ‘‘ Jio 
could easily leave to the Jury almost any charge it contains.” 
Scarcely more could be said of any system. With or without a 
Code, there must be constantly occurring difficult questions. 
The Code does not create them ; and we should be glad to 
know how, wiili all their accumulated experience, ability and 
learning, the English lawyers could administer their own sys* 
tern, without the help of the Chittys and Archbolds, and a 
numerous host of minor but less known fags of Westminster 
Hall. Let the English (himinal Law and the Penal Code bo 
first put, or supposed to be, on equal terms ; and then let any 
impartial •Judge decide. Jf the advantage of facility for ad- 
ministration be not pronounced to bo greatly on the side of 
the Penal Code, wc are very much mistaken. Sir J. Awdry’s 
opinion goes to this point. The first impression, he says, 
which was made upon him by the perusal of au early draft 
of the Code, without tlie preface or notes, was, how simple 
and practical the whole scheme seemed to be, and how little 
(with certain srave exceptions) departing from the substantial 
principles of the law of England. Tliis impression,” he pro- 
ceeds to say, has been coidinned by the perusal of the coin- 

* plete work, and to it ha.s been added a sense of the general 
‘ comprehension of its plan, and of the sound reason of large 

* glasses of its enactments.” Again he remark?, “ the enact- 
‘ ments arc generally so conformable to the sound and uni- 
‘ versal principles of tliis brancli of law, which is, or ouglit to 
•‘be, less artificial than the civil, that I should see no great in- 

* convenience and no injustice in its introduction.” 

^'he above, be observes, is “ almost the highest praise of 

* which he conceives the draft of such a work capable, as long 

* ns it is not matured by those amendments and interpreta- 

* tion?, which, in the course of time, will supply its defects, 

‘ correct its errors, and authenticate the sense of every line. 

* The present involves a hold, and, to a certain extent, a euc- 

* cessful attempt to mitigate the unavoidable evils of the eud- 

* den introduction of a mass of enacted law.” 

On the whole, he says, ho “ views this w^ork oa an admira- 

* bio Attempt to comprise, in a single statute, the definition of 

* crimes and their punishments, but no more ; and considers 

* that those who, because they can point out numerous and 
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< important defects in it, think they shew that it is not entitled 
‘ to that praise, only betray their ignorance of the extreme 
‘ difficulty of sound legislation.” 

The next Knglish lawyers, whose opinions are noticed, are 
Mr. JN^orton, the Advocate General of Madras, and Mr, Coch- 
rane, the Company's standing Counsel at Calcutta, Both oWlin 
are opposed to codihcation : the former objects to the Code, 
tcAo/e; and the latter, in the several chapters which he examines, 
finds provisions that appear to him highly objectionable. The 
merits of the former gentleman, as a critic, we shall endeavor to 
illustrate in the course of this article, and give our readers the 
means of forming their own opinion. 

From the opinions of Supreme Court lawyers, the Com- 
missioners proceed to those of Judges of the Company’s Courts, 
and other officers in the Mofussil. We can only make a selec- 
tion from these, and shall begin with Colonel Sleeman, whose 
intellectual character, which is that of great independence, 
reputation, wdiich is Kuropean, and pervasive knowledge of the 
country, the people, their habits, the laws, the state of crime, and 
the Courts of the Mofussil, give great weight to his opinion. The 
following is the paragraph, in which the Commissioners have 
reported Colonel JSlecman’s opinion : 

“ Colonel Sleeman, Commissioner for the suppression of Thug- 
' gee, whose opinion was specially called for by Government, on 
‘ account of his great practical experience, says, * I have read 
‘ the Code over several times very carefully, and honestly say 
‘ that at every reading it has grown more and more upon my 
‘ esteem. I am persuaded that it might be put immediately 
‘ in force, with great advantage to the people of India ; and 
‘ that it would soon become all that could be desired, undec 
‘ the fostering care of the Legislative Couneil and Law Com- 
‘ missioners, in the manner pointed out in the 25th paragraph of 
‘ the letter of the Law Commissioners to the Governor-General* 

‘ of India.* ’* /Colonel Sleeman suggests certain alterations and 
additions as likely to be useful. We may note in particular, 
that he proposes to add clauses for the punishment of seduc- 
tion and adultery, and making it penal to sell or buy human 
beings, in order to put an end to slavery in India : the latter in- 
deed has been partially done. 

Much to the same effect is the opinion of Mr. Thomas, a 
judicial officer of great experience, and afterwards Chief 
fciecretary to the Government of Madras. “ Looking upon 
the Code as a whole, I consider it,*’ he says, “ chiefly valuable 
* oa a compendium of the latest and most enlightened 
‘ views of penal jurisprudence, applied with much judgment 

A A 
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‘ to the circumstances and wants of India.’^ He praises 
particularly the comprehensiveness of the definitions of of- 
fences, as putting an end to the very great evil of arbitrary 
punishment (fikdbut), under unknown provisions of the Mu- 
hammadan system as at present existing. He adds, the entire 
^^^flKgation of the Mahometan law, relieving the criminal 

• jurisprudence of the country from a barbarous encumbrance, 

‘ will also be found a most important improvement; and I con- 
‘ eider the Code, on the whole, well calculated to form the basis 
‘ of a greatly improved system. It is, I am of opinion, capable 
' of being at once made law in the provinces, and substituted, 
‘ with but little modification, for the present regulations of 

* Government.” 

Opinions, founded on this comparative view, appear to us 
particularly valuable ; and in this respect the testimonies of such 
persons, as Colonel Sleeman and Mr. Thomas, ought, ration- 
ally considered, greatly to outweigh those of the Nortons and 
{Supreme C'ourt Counsel. Gentlemen of the latter class pass 
their lives in the Presidency towns, in contented ignorance, 
generally, of the manners, the language, the religion, the 
customs of the country, the native criminal law, the people, and 
of every thing, in short, but what is indispensible in their own 
Courts : they consequently want almost every qualification for 
making a comparison between the Code, and all that the Code 
would displace, every where except in the Presidency towns: 
and exactly that very qualification, which the English lawyers 
in India want, is possessed by the Company’s servants. 

The remaining testimonials, on the general question, are 
from the Company’s Sudder, or Chief Courts. The Commis- 
jlioners, from whose lieport alone we derive our information, 
have disposed of their opinions in three paragraphs, and made no 
extract from them. The Sudder Court of the N. W. Pro- 
•vinces expresses a doubt, whether the plan, followed in the 
preparation of the Code, is the best that could have been adopt- 
ed ; but at the same time recognizes its comprehensiveness, and 
speaks of its execution as generally successful: the officers 
subordinate to this Court delivered similar opinions. The 
majority approved the Code ; only one gave an unqualified 
disapprobation. In Bombay, some approved absolutely, and 
others expressed approbation with reserve and qualifications. 

In Madras, opinions appear to have been more divided, but 
are of a quality, which weighs little on either scale. The 
Sudder Courts, we need hardly observe, are the highest Courts 
of the East India Company. As Courts of Justice, they are 
only Courts of appeal: but they have correctional powers 
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over all the Courts of original jurisdiction. That Courts of 
such eminent rank should take such inferior standing, on the 
great question of giving a new body of laws to India, is a 
remarkable phenomenon. 

From the general question of the expediency of making a 
Code, the Report proceeds to discuss, chapter by chaptlljN^it 
not in the order of the Code, the various criticisms on its pro^ 
visions. We shall now proceed to shew how full a discussion 
the Code has undergone in this way, and what great pains have 
been bestowed by the Commissioners in the critical appreciation 
of remarks submitted to them. Certainly the ordeal, it has 
passed through, entitles it to legislative consideration and, in 
our opinion, we shall add, to adoption. 

The first chapter of the Code is entitled, and consists of, “ Ge- 
neral Explanations;” and it is also the first brought under con- 
sideration in the Report. A few extracts will be necessary to 
make the discussion intelligible : — 

“ 1. Thvongliout tins Code every definition of an offence, every penal 
provision, and every illustration of every such definition or penal provi- 
sion, shall be understood subject to the exceptions contained in the chap- 
ter, entitled, “ General Exceptions,” though these exceptions are not re- 
peated in such definition, penal provision, or illustration. 

“ Tllustrntion. ‘ Clause 204 contains the following definition of nn 
offence : Whoever does any act, or omits what he is legally bound to do, 
with the intention of thereby causing, or with the knowledge that he is 
likely thereby to cause, tbe death of any person, and does by such act or 
omission cause the death of any person, is said to commit the olfonco of 
voluntary culpable homicide.' Here, it is not expressed that a (;bild under 
seven years of age cannot commit voluntary culpable homicide ; but the 
definition of voluntary culpable homicide is to ho understood subject to 
tbe general exception contained in Clause 04, which provides that nothing 
shall be an offence, which is done by a child under seven years of ago. 

“ 5. 'J’he pronoun ' Ho" is used of any person, whether male or femate. 

“ 0. UTie word ‘ Man' denotes a male human being of any ago ; tlio 
word * Woman' denotes a female human being of any age. 

“ 7. 'I’he word ‘ Party’ denotes collections of persons, as well as persona* 

“ Illustrations. ’Pho Government of India, the Bank of Bengal, tlio 
Union Bank, tbe Asiatic Society, ^ro parties. 

“ 9. The words ‘ Government of India’ denote the Exccutiro Govern- 
ment of India, unless it be otherwise expressed.'* 

The reader will readily perceive what scope an uncandid op- 
ponent may find here for the indulgence of malevolence ; and 
what temptation is offered to mere vanity, to assume the chair 
of criticism : and many, doubtless, who had imbibed vulgar pre- 
judices against codification, when the name was new, and de- 
noted (so to speak) an abstraction, would take up the code eager 
to verify their preconceptions. Tiie report before us exempli- 
fies the truth of these anticipations. Nearly lialf of this chap- 
ter on the General Explanations is employed on thacriticisms of 
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the Advocate General at Madras :* and indeed so numerous and 
adverse are they, that if they were to any- considerable extent 
tenable, this important part of the code must be deemed a 
failure. 

Mr^Norton makes a general attack on the chapter of expla- 
“ It,” says he, “appears to me to exemplify vagueness 
^nd uncertainty of language and, “ to contain many incor- 
rect positions, and some that are arbitrary and inconsistent.” 
Greater faults than these could not be imputed ; “ explana- 
tions,” which are themselves vague and uncertain, fail in their 
office. “ Arbitrary” meanings may, or may not, be defensible ; 
some such may have been inevitable : each must be weighed on 
its own merits, and they should have been stated and shewn to 
be unnecessary. Inconsistencies of course are vices wholly in- 
defensible. But remarks, unsupported by proofs, are merely 
like the speech of Counsel : and Mr. Norton has enabled 
us to form some opinion of this, his general verdict, from 
the particular proofs which he has given. For example, 
upon the 9th clause quoted above, explaining the words 
“ Government of India” to mean “ the Executive Govern- 
ment of India,” Mr. Norton remarks, “ I do not know what 
is meant by the ‘ Executive Government of India,’ unless 
it be otherwise Expressed.” The Commissioners reply to this 
by referring to the constitution of the Government of India, 
and express a just surprise that that officer should have any 
difficulty in understanding the phrase in question. The reply 
of the Commissioners is as follows : — 


“That the coustitution of the Government of India, for legislative pur- 
poses, is different from its constitution for all otlier purposes ; that, for 
ieg/slative purposes, it consists of the Governor-General and a Council 
of four Ordinary Members ; and for all other purposes, of the Governor- 
General and a Council of three Ordinary Memuers, the fourth Ordinary 
Member not being entitled to sit and vote in Council, except at meet- 
ings for making Laws and Hegulatious ; and that it is enacted that ‘ all 
Laws and Regulations shall be made at some meeting of the Council, at 
which the said Governor-General and at least three of the Ordinary Mem- 
bers of Council shall be assembled ; and that all other functions of the 
said Governor-General in Council may be exercised by the said Governor 
General, and one or more Ordinary Member, or Members of Council.” 

Here then is a very intelligible distinction, very clearly and 
expressly drawn between the legislative powers and other 
powers of the Governor-General ; and, knowing this, — as Mr. 
Norton surely must — it is difficult, say the Commissioners, to 
conceive that Mr. Norton can be in earnest^ in saying that he 
does not know that the Governor-General in Council, exercis- 
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jng ^ all other functions/ except the function of legislation, is 
what is meant by the Executive Government of India.” 

The 14th clause of the same chapter is as follows ; — 

“ 14. The words ‘ public servant’ denote a person falling 
of the descriptions hereinafter following : namely, first, every 
servant of the East India Company,” &o. &o. 

To this Mr. Norton objects, that this class may be taken 
to describe covenantees by charter-party : and assuming that 
it could not possibly be meant to apply to them, the term, used 
to explain the larger term, is objectionable. The Conimis- 
sioners reply : — This is a mistake, which, considering the 
positive sense that the term ^covenanted sefvanT bears in 
the Company’s territories, we deem to be most unlikely.” 
True : but we are not quite so satisfied with this answer: because, 
suppose a charter-party did clearly, by special terra, constitute 
the covenantee a servant of the Company ; the definition would 
still be right, and Mr. Norton wrong, while generally the usage 
would prevent the application of the term to ordinary cove- 
nantees by charter-party. 

Clause 4 of the Explanations is as follows : — 

“4. Whenever the causing of a certain effect by an act, or by an omis- 
sion, is an offence, it is to be understood that the causing of that effect, 
partly by an act, and partly by an omission, is the same ofience. 

“ Illustration. A voluntarily causes Z’s death, partly by illegally omit- 
ting to give Z food, and partly by beating Z ; A has committed voluntary 
culpable homicide.” 

On this Mr. Norton says, he cannot see why starving a 
man to death is considered no act, but an omission. The Com- 
missioners reply: — ‘‘In the illustration, the effect supposed is 
death, partly occasioned by an act, beating ; partly by an omite- 
sion, not supplying food. The word ‘starving’ used by Norton 
does not occur. As far as we know, Mr. Norton is singular ijji 
his inability to see the distinction between act and omission so 
illustrated ; and we do not apprehend that there will be any 
difficulty generally in discovering it.” As complete an answer 
this, as can be given, and strictly confined to the particular 
objection; the Commissioners might, if it had come within 
their plan, have justly taken the opportunity of pointing out, 
that while the Code is free from the objection taken by Mr. 
Norton, it provides for the offence of starving a man to death, 
whether that offence consists of an act, as it may, or of an 
omission, as it equally may, or be composed of both act and 
omission ; as by omitting to give food, and preventing food, either 
by direct or indirect means, from being given by other persons. 
It is disingeniousness, and quite unworthy of Mr. Norton, to 
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change the terms of the Code for supposed equivalents, and 
then raise objections, to which the equivalents are, but the actual 
terms of the Code are not, open. Such depreciating methods are 
cither intentional, or not ; but, on either supposition, imply a 
grea0tB^nt of proper qualification for philosophical decision, — the 
ciSrectTn the one case being moral, in the other intellectual. 

We will next refer to the criticism of a friendly and candid 
person on the 7th clause of the Explanations; that clause is as 
follows: — 

“ 7, Tho word ‘ party’ denotes collections of persons, as well as persons. 

“ llhistmtwn. The Government of India,” &c. 

Sir II. Setom questions the use of the word ‘ party’ for 
‘ person.’ The word ‘ party’ in a legal sense, he observes, 
signifies a person, who is a party in a cause, or to a deed, &:c. 

It implies the existence of a person of a particular description.” 
Very well ; then it does mean person ; and it sufficiently appears 
from the illustration, that the object of the explanation was 
not to enlarge it, so as to comprise all common individuals, but 
to apply it to collections of persons, as well as other ^ particular 
descriptions’ of persons. 

The reply of tho Commissioners is as follows : — 

“ The intention is not that the word ^ party’ shall be used 
for person generally, but simply to explain that it may com- 
prehend a body, such as the Government of India, the Bank 
of Bengal, &c., as well as an individual. It seems to be used in 
this Code only in some such particular sense, as is indicated by 
Sir II. Seton, and as it is used in the Digest of the English 
Criminal Law Commission.” 

The Code contains a chapter, entitled The abuse of the 
pcfwers of public servants and the General Explanations give 
a description of the classes and persons who shall be deemed 
jiiiblic servants. It is questioned by one officer, whether 
Juwabnevisscys, Gomastahs, and other servants of that class, 
come under any of the descriptions enumerated, so as to be 
subject to the provisions of this chapter on abuse of powers 
by public servants. The question is considered and met, and 
the Commissioners in reply point out the explanations, which 
would clearly comprise these as public servants. 

Clause 2 of the General Explanations relates to the word 
“ document,” and gives it a more restricted signification than 
the technical word ‘ writing’ bears in the Digest of the English 
Criminal Law Commission, or in Mr. Livingston’s book of De- 
finitions. Sir H. Seton questions the propriety of this mean- 
ing; Mr. Norton calls it arbitrary; and Mr. Grecnhill shews 
ihat it would exclude papers, bearing the seal or stamped sig- 
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nature^ commonly used in India without hand- writing. The 
Commissioners, stating and reporting upon these objections, 
admit their validity, and propose to remove them by making 
certain amendments. Questions in like manner raised upon the 
explanations of the terms, “valuable security,” “ illegal,” “intel- 
ligent consent,” “ person of Asiatic blood, and some otHMl^re 
stated, discussed, and disposed of, in a similarly candid spirit^ 

The next chapter in the report is on the title “ General Ex- 
ceptions.” From two or three short specimens, which we will 
give, any reader, to whom the subject may be new, will compre- 
hend the object and nature of these exceptions. 

“ General Exceptions. 0;.^. Nothing is an offence, which is done by a })orson, 
who is, or in good faith believes himself to bo, commanfled by law to do it. 

“ Illustrations, (a). A (a soldier) fires on a mob, by the order of his superi 
or officer, in conformity with the commands of tlie law; A lias committed 
no oli’ence. (b). A, an officer of a Court of Justice, being ordered by the 
Court to arrest Y, and being led into a belief that Z is Y, arrests Z, believing 
in good faith that, in arresting Z, he is obeying an order, which lie is com- 
manded by law to obey. Here A may, under certain circumstances, bo 
liable to a civil action, but he has committed no offence. 

“ <)3. Nothing is an offence which is done by a ^lerson in the oxercibo, 
to the best of his judgment exerted in good faith, ot any power given to 
him by law. 

“ Illustration. A sees Z commit, what ajipears to A, to be a murder. 
A, in the exercise, to the best of his judgment exerted in good faith, of tlio 
power, which the law gives to all persons of apprehending murderers in the 
fact, seizes Z in order to bring Z before the proper authorities. A has 
committed no offence. 

“ (H. Nothing is an offence which is done by a child, under 7 years 
of ago.*’ 

Now let us turn to the Report; and we will first notice the 
remark of Sir Robert Comyn, which a])plies to the above 
propositions. “ Sir R. Comyn,” says the Report, “ notices^ as 
an objection to a variety of clauses, that the commission, or 
non-commission, of an offence is made too much to depend 
upon what may be passing in the mind of the party offcndiitg, 
at the time of his committing the act laid to his charge.” 
Again, Sir R. Comyn says, “ The mistake seems to be in mak- 
ing the question of crime, or no crime, depend upon the want 
of good faith, &c., so as to throw upon the prosecutor the bur- 
den of averring and proving the absence of good faith, or 
misconception.” The Commissioners observe, that, after making 
these remarks, Sir R. Comyn himself anticipates the answer to 
them, by suggesting that “ the Code of Procedure m^y perhaps 
remove part of this difficulty, by simply requiring averment 
and proof of the criminal act, and leaving the party accused 
to satisfy the Court that he acted from such motives or impres- 
sions, as, according to the Penal Code, may negative his being 
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guilty at all.” The Code of Procedure was not then prepared ; 
but the Commissioners adopt this suggestion of Sir R. Comyn : 
and we may ask, what more can be desired, than that, if an 
offence has been committed and is proved, the offender shall be 
entitled to divest it of the quality of criminality, by shewing 
tba^jgl^d faith, which means the absence of malice, or. any 
olSner criminal moving quality ? and where can be the dan- 
ger of his failing, or succeeding unjustly, though his defence 
may turn on proof of mental qualities ? Obviously, good faith, 
to be an excuse for an offence must stand simpliciter ! as, 
for instance, a soldier fires without an order, killing a man 
in view of him, by aim, in circumstances, in which he might 
expect the order to fire ; and then, on his trial, alleges a 
defence under the first General Exception in the Code, that 
he fired in good faith, believing the order was given ; but 
it appears in evidence, not only that no order was given, 
and that the next man did not fire, but also that the man 
shot was his personal enemy : — the question of guilt or in- 
nocence, in such a case, might be one of great difficulty ; 
but not by reason of the terms of the Code at all, but of the 
circumstances connected with the offence, and which would 
render it necessary to consider the state of mind of the 
offender. The case would be just as difficult, without a Code 
as with it, and more so, to many judges, who would want its 
aid to explain wherein guilt or innocence consisted. 

It is a well known principle that ignorance, or mistake of facts, 
is generally an excuse under the law of England ; but not igno- 
rance of the law ; as, for example, if a man in war shoot a com- 
rade, mistaking him for an enemy, the mistake would be an 
excuse, because one of fact. Sir R. Comyn having deemed the 
first General Exception, stated above, to be a violation of this 
maxim, contrary, as the Commissioners think, to the intention of 
th« Code, they have proposed to add a provision, which shall re- 
move this objection. “ Provided that this exception shall not 
extend to any person, who, by reason of a misconception of law, 
and not by reason of a misconception of fact, believes himself 
to be commanded by law to do any thing.” 

The criticisms on those provisions of the Code, which relate 
to the right of private defence, have undergone an elaborate 
consideration ; and the Report establishes on the whole, with 
reference to this part of the Code, that it does not materially 
differ from* the law of England; that its terms are adequate 
to express the intention ; and that most of the objections, 
which have been made, apply rather to the inherent difficulties 
of the cases supposed, than to the terms of the Code, and 
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Homo of those objections, they shew, arise from oversight, im- 
perfe<it views, or want gf a comprehensive consideration of all 
the passages, which are peninent to the matter in question. In 
this branch of the discussion we have another inBt|Me of 
candid concession. The Code says, “ The right of pnvl^ 

< defence of property commences, when the danger to the 

< property commences. The right of private defence of pro- 
‘ perty against theft and robbery continues, till either the 
‘ offender has effected his retreat with the property, or the 
‘ property has been recovered.” The expression “ till the 

* offender has effected his retreat” was objected to, as very 
indefinite; and the whole clause, as much too restrictive of the 
right, considering the circumstances to which it would apply 
in India. ‘*The natives of this country,” it was argued, 
“ seldom recover from the panic caused by an attack, or think of 

* resistance, till a robbery has been completed ; they cannot 
^ indeed assemble in sufficient numbers soon enough : if there- 

* fore a village has been attacked and robbed by a gang, who 

* have effected their retreat with the property to a neighbouring 
‘ jungle, the villagers ought not to be precluded from attempting 

* its recovery, and the seizure of the robbers, even at the risk 
‘ of killing any of them and it was suggested that the privi- 
lege of this clause should operate, till the offender is taken 
and delivered to an officer of justice. 

The Report, after quoting from Russell on Crimes, the 
English law of justifiable homicide, proceeds to say 

“ We think with Mr. Blane, that the 2nd paragraph of clause 

* 81 is not sufficiently definite. We are not sure of the 
‘ meaning intended by the expression ‘ till the offender lUis 
‘ effected his retreat with the property we know not certainly 

* when he is to be considered as having effected his retreat^ 

‘ probably it is when he has once got clear off, having escaped 
‘ immediate pursuit, or pursuit not having been made. We 

* presume, that the protection of parties pursuing robbers, &c., 

‘ for the recovery of property, which they have succeeded in 
' carrying off, or for bringing them to justice, was thought not 
‘ to be within the scope of the provisions touching the right 
‘ of 'private defence; we apprehend that, under the Rules vvhich 
‘ will be laid down in the Code of Procedure, parties will be 
‘•protected on such occasions under clauses 62 and 63.” Now 
first, if the substantive part of the Code did not provide im- 
munity or protection for homicide committed on sucii occasions, 
the Code of Procedure would exceed its province, if it provided 
such protection ; and secondly, the Code of Procedure does 
not appear to us to provide such protection. The objection 
therefore remains, that such protection, as is given, depends on 
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wolxk of too uacertain meaning. On substituting otbers for 
tbem, however, we should incline to adhere to the English law 
of homicide in the case of pursuit of felons. The native 
ctvnnot be raised by conceding to its cowardice, what 
^ftf*3enied to a braver race of men. 

Many of the discussions in this chapter are too abstruse for 
our pages. One of the most interesting, to our mind, because 
of great practical moment, is on the distinction which the 
Code makes between “ intent” and knowledge of likeli- 
hood.” For example, let us take the case of a surgeon 
and a quack doctor ; each performs a particular operation 
with the knowledge of the likelihood of its ending in the 
death of his patient; but neither of them with the intent 
to kill him ; both, with the patient’s consent ; and the surgeon, 
at all events, under the sanction of scientific reasons ; while the 
quack doctor wants that sanction, not having science. The man 
dies. By the English law, the quack doctor would be charged 
with the intent to kill him, and his conviction would be obtained 
on a legal presumption or construction. The surgeon would, in 
the same case, be indicted in the same manner, and acquitted, 
from the absence of the usual legal presumption. By the 
Code, on the other hand, neither would be charged with intent; 
but the surgeon would be acquitted, because he performed the 
operation, not only with the patient’s consent, but under the 
sanction of scientific reason, and after all proper educational 
preparation, and according to professional art — therefore with 
the least possible likelihood of destroying the patient : whereas 
the quack doctor would have performed it, with the greatest 
Iftcelihood of failure, and with knowledge of that likelihood, as 
would appear by his own knowledge of the difiPerence of quali- 
^gcation between himself and the regular surgeon.* To this 
distinction we are disposed to attach a much higher degree of 
importance even than the Commissioners do. 

On this subject they remark : — 

“ In general we have made no distinction between cases, in which a man 

* causes an effect designedly, and cases, in which he causes it with a know- 

* ledge that he is likely to cause it. If, for example, he sets fire to a house 

* in a town at night, with no other object than that of facilitating a theft; 

* but, being perfectly aware that he is likely to cause people to be burned 

* in their beds, and thus causes the loss of life, we punish him as a mur> 

* derer. But there is, as it appears to us, a class ox oases, in which it is 

* absolutely necessary to make a distinction. It is often the wisest thing 

* that a man can do, to expose his life to great hazard. It is often the 

* greatest service, that can be rendered him, to do what may very probably 

* cause bis death. He may labour under a cruel and wasting malady, which 

* is certain to shorten his life, and which renders his life, while it lasts, 

* We ought to state that this illustration is ours, and not taken from the Beport 
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* asetesa to othora, and a torments bimaelf. Suppose, under these oiroum- 

* Stances, ho, undeceived, gives bis free and intelligent consent to take the 
' risk of an ojieratioB, which in a large j)roportion of cases has proved 
‘ fatal, but which is the only method by which his disease can possibly be 
‘ cured, and which, if it succeeds, will restore him to health and vimmr. 

“ We do not conceive that it would be expedient to punish the 
‘ who should perform the operation, though, by performing it, he mignfc 
‘ cause death, not intending to cause death, but knowing himself to be 

* likely to cause it. Again if a person, attacked by a wild beast, should call 

* out to his friends to fire, though with imminent hazard to himself, and 
‘ they obey the call, we do not conceive that it would be expedient to 
‘ punish them, though they might, by firing, cause his death, and though, 

' when they fired, they knew themselves to be likely to cause his death. 

“ We propose therefore that it shall be no oftence to do, even what 
‘ the doer knows to be likely to cause death, if the sufferer, being of 
‘ ripe age, has, undeceived, given a free and intelligent consent to stand the 
‘ risk, and if the doer did not intend to cause death, but on the contrary 

* intended in good faith the benefit of the sufferer/’ 

^ Duress” is a term, of course, familiar to many of our readers; 
we may describe it generally as meaning the compulsion, which 
arises from the fear of bodily barm. In what cases it should 
form an excuse has undergone a very interesting discussion. 
Some cases, excused on this plea by the law of England, are to- 
tally unprovided for in the Code : such as the case of a smith, 
seized by a gang of dacoits, who force him to take his tools, 
and break open a door for them ; and the case of piracy, com- 
mitted by an accomplice acting under terror of his com- 
panions. The Indian Law Commissioners have considered 
such cases proper to be dealt with by Government, but 
not to be the subject of special legal exemption. We find it 
difficult to agree with them. If the case may happen of a 
person, engaged without his own fault in a piratical adventure, 
and acting from the sole motive of duress, this plea, we should 
say, ought to be permitted to him ; and for this reason ; that 
Government would be but too apt to let the law take its course, 
and then, merely owing to a defect in the Code, an innocent man 
would lose his life ; or, which is the same thing, a man, wha 
had a plea, which though not available in a Court of Justice,, 
ought to succeed with Government. 

The Commissioners give the following exposition of reasons 
“We long considered whether it would be advisable to ex- 

* cept, from the operation of the penal clauses of the Code, acts 

* committed in gobd faith from the desire of self-preservation ; 

‘ and we have determined not to except them.” 

They observe that, “ it would be mere useless cruelty, to 

* hang a man for voluntarily causing the death of others, by 

* jumping from a sinking ship into an overloaded boat. The 
‘ suffering, caused by the punishment, is considered by itself an 

* svil, and ought to be inflicted only for the sake of some 
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* preponderating good. But no preponderating good, indeed 

* no good whatever, would be obtained by hanging a man .for 
‘ Buch an act/* Again, “ a gang of dacoitst finding a house 

ly secured, seize a smith, and, by torture and threats 
th, induce him to take his tools, and to force the door for 
Here it appears to us that to punish the smith as a 

* house-breaker would be to inflict gratuitous pain. We can- 

* not trust to the deterring eflect of such punishment.** They 
then say, “ If all cases, in which acts, falling under the defini- 

* tion of offences, are done from the desire of self-preservation 
‘ were as clear as the^ above, we should, without hesitation, 

‘ propose to exempt this class of acts from punishment. But 

* in both these cases, the person in danger is supposed to have 

* been brought into danger without the smallest fault on his 

* own part, by mere accident, or by the depravity of others.’" 
On the otlier hand, they remark, that “ nothing is more usual , 
« than for pirates, gang robbers, and rioters, to excuse their 

‘ crimes, by declaring that they were in dread of their asso- 
' ciates, and could not act otherwise. Nor is it by any means 

* improbable that this may often be true. Nay it is not im- 

* probable, that crews of pirates and gangs of robbers may 

* nave committed crimes, which every one among them was 

* unwilling to commit, under the influence of mutual fear.’" 

** But we think it clear,” they say, “ that this circumstance 

* ought not to exempt them from the full severity of the law 
and the reasons, they give for this opinion, are that, “ though 

* we cannot count on the fear, which a man may entertain 
‘ of being brought to the gallows at some distant time, as 
" %pfficient to overcome the fear of instant death, yet the fear 

* of remote punishment may often overcome the motives, which 

* induce a man to league himself with lawless companions, in 

* Vhose society no person, who shrinks from any atrocity that 

* they may command, is sure of his life.” 

In fine they say, “ we should think it, in the highest degree, 

* pernicious to enact, that no act, done under the fear even of 
‘ instant death, should be an offence. It would a fortiori be 

* absurd to enact that no act, under the fear of any other evil, 

* should be an ofl*eDce. There are, as we have said, cases in 

* which it would be useless cruelty to punish acts done under 
‘ the fear of death, or even of evils less than’death. But it ap- 

* pears to us impossible precisely to define those cases. We 

* have therefore left them to the Government, which, in the 

* exercise of its clemency, will doubtless be guided in a great 
‘ measure by the advice of the Court.’* 

From the chapter, now under consideration, we will give one 
other instance of the exercise of an independent judgment, on 
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the part of the authors of the Report, ending with the recom- 
mendation of an amendment. It relates to the provisions of the 
English Criminal Law in favour of a married woman, who com- 
mits an offence in the presence of her husband. Th^^de 
contains no similar provision in favour of the wife. 

The report states 

“ It is laid down in the Digest of the English Criminal Law, that, ‘ amar- 

* ried woman, charged with the commission of any criminal act, shall, in case 
‘ her husband shall be present at the time of the commission of such act, be 
' presumed to have acted under his coercion, and shall be entitled to an 
‘ acquittal, unless it appear that she did not so act. Provided that no 
‘ such presumption shall be made in case of any charge of treason or homi- 
‘ cide.' By Mr. Livingston’s Code, * a married woman, committing an 
‘ offence by command or persuasion of her husband, shall suffer no greater 
‘ punishment than simple imprisonment for one-half of the term to which 
‘ she would have been sentenced, if she bad committed the offence without 

* such command, or persuasion.” 

On this the Report remarks : — 

“ There is no provision in favour of the wife under such oiroumstauces in 
‘ the Code under review. The point is not adverted to in the Notes ; we 
‘ have therefore no explanation of the reasons, upon which the framers of 

* the Code determined not to allow the plea of coercion by the husband to 
‘ avail in favour of the wife, either to the extent of excusing her, or in the 
' way of extenuation. It seems to us, considering ho# much the women 
' of India are under the power of their husbands, that such a plea may 
‘ more properly be allowed in this country than in England.” 

After all, this is but a qualified approbation of the law of Eng- 
land. On the other hand, it is to be regretted that the authors 
of the Code did not give their reasons for not following it We 
should surmise that they doubted to a great extent the fact of 
the superior force of the husband, and thought it, at all events, 
not sufficiently universal, to form a just ground of a general ex- 
cuse, or presumption. We are ourselves inclined to think so too ; 
certainly the presumption is a mere Jictio jurisy when, as muft 
often happen, the cause of the wife’s crime is any thing else than 
the superior force of the husband, though he be present ; and 
all, as appears to us, that the wife coulcT justly claim, according 
to the principle of the English law, would be, to be permitted 
this defence, whenever she could establish it by evidence ; and 
this we think would be as applicable to India as to England. 

The next chapter, reported upon, is that “of Abetment," or 
aiding and abetting the commission of the crime ; a very consi- 
derable portion of this chapter is employed on the criticisms of 
Mr. Advocate General Norton. We will first give a specimen 
of this chapter of the Code, and then proceed to the report upon it. 

“Of Abetment.” 

“85. Abetment is of two kinds, previous Abetment, and subsequent 
Abetment 
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86. A person is said preyiously to abet the doing of a- thing, who- 

“ First — Instigates any person to do that thing ; or, 

“ Secondly — Engages in any conspiracy for the doing of that thing; or, 

“ Thirdly — Aids by any act, or by any illegal omission, the doing of that 

— Conceals, by any act, or by any illegal omission, the exist- 
^ce of a design to do that thing, intending or knowing it to be likely that 
he be likely, by such concealment, to facilitate the doing of that thing. 

Explanation. — A person may previously abet the doing, of a thing in 
any one of the four ways hereinbefore mentioned, though the thing abetted 
be not done. 

“ 87. A person is said previously to abet an offence, who previously 
abets the doing of a thing which is an offence, not being under any 
misconception, such that if a person, being under that misconception, did 
that tiling, the doing that thing would not be an ofifence. 

“ Illustration — A aids B to take a horse out of Z’s possession. Here, 
if B took the horse fraudulently, B is guilty of theft. But if A aided B, 
believing that B had a right to take the horse, A is not said to have abetted 
the theft committed by B, though ho has abetted the taking of the horse. 

“ 88. Whoever previously abets any offence, by instigating any person 
to commit that^ffence, shall, if thatoffence is committed by that person in 
consequence of that instigation, bo punished with the punishment provided 
for that offence, 

“ Explanation. — Such instigation, as is hereinbefore described, being an 
offence, the successful instigating to such instigation is also an offence, 
punishable in the same manner, 

“ Illustration.—^ instigates B, to instigate C to commit a theft: G com- 
mits the theft in consequence of the instigation : A and B are liable to the 
punishment of theft.” 


Mr. T. F. Thomas considers the chapter of Abetment as a 
great and highly valuable improvement : but improvement upon 
what? We presume upon the Mofussil existing system. On the 
other hand, Mr. Norton says, “ this chapter appears to me to 
confound and perplex the English Criminal Law of principal 
and accessories, which here, I conceive, to be very clear and 
rational.” After quoting these opinions, the Report briefly shews 
wlat is the English law thus praised, and the law of the Code 
thus condemned by Mr. Norton : and the result appears to us 
to be, that, though the Code deviates from the old common law 
on this subject, so too the English Criminal Law Commissioners 
propose to deviate from it : and their authority, to our mind, 
outweighs that of Mr. Norton. 

We could continue these discussions with much satisfaction 
to ourselves, ns respects the elucidation and vindication of the 
Code, but we have other calls upon our time. We have 
gone far enough to prove the want of a Code, and the merit 
of that, which has been prepared; but our views are at 
present only partially developed. There still remain to be 
considered more than half the first Rep6rt, the whole of 
the second, and the supplementary scheme of Pleading and 
Procedure by Mr. Charles Hay Cameron and Mr. Dani^ 
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Eliott — a work second in importance and merit only to the 
Code itself : and to these several papers, we hope to return on an 
early occasion. In the meantime, we trust, the subject of this 
article will attract the attention it deserves from Britisl^^tes- 
men in England ; and especially we would appeal to 
them as still survive (shall we name, as chief among th^, 
Lord Brougham?), who took a part in the arrangements of 
the last Charter Act, and may, in a certain sense, be regarded 
as sponsors for the India Law Commission. We have no hesi- 
tation in saying that its Code and its other labours justify its 
institution. But it may be useful to state that, for all great and 
original purposes, the Commission is at an end. It exists 
indeed, but only (as we deem) in seeming and in name. It 
has always been regarded with jealousy by the Court of 
Directors and the privileged service : and they have at last so 
managed that its power and independant vitality are gone. 
When Mr. Macaulay left, his principles survived in his able 
colleague, Mr. Charles Hay Cameron. Mr. Amos ably se- 
conded the latter gentleman ; and Mr. Eliott, by the share 
of the scheme of Pleading, and Procedure, which is report- 
ed to belong to him, proved himself to be the worthy associate 
and successor to those distinguished men. But they have all 
left India : and, we have reason to doubt, whether in the mat- 
ter of the Code at least, and all the great measures of law 
reform proposed by them, the present Commissioner is alto- 
gether a representative of their principles : and it proves, to our 
mind, the nullity of the Commission, that its Secretary is the 
Secretary to the Governor of Bengal.* ** 

Such a state of things, we trust, will not be allowed to«re- 
main : the public interests require an immediate change. In 
the Governor-General alone, can be placed any reliance |or 
reforni i but without a competent India Law Commission, which 
ought to be the head to plan, advise, and urge progress, that 
high functionary can do but little ; and, unless well advised, 
there may be much mischief in that little. 

* We speak from recollection of the anfiounoements in the Gazette ; but on 
referring to the Directory, we find the following :~ 

** IJTDiaif LAW COMMISSlOir. 


The honorable £. J. Drinkweter Betbnne President, 

— Member. 

^ — Secretary.'" 

iie Legislatire Council oo^aists of 

8ir John Little Prendent in Council. 

Bir Fre J. Carri% 

The Hon*ble J. Xowii. 

The Hon'ble J. E. D, Bethune. 
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STEAM TO AUSTRALIA. 


Art. VII. — 1. Account of the Rise andProgress of Ocean Steam 
Navigation^ connected with the present system of contracting 
fw^ic conveyance of the public Mails by private Steam Ves- 
^^^ets\ comparing the contract price, the particulars of expendi-^ 
ture or cost, and the receipts from traffic ; with suggestions for 
the extension of Steam to the Cape, Mauritius, and Australian 
Colonies; by A. Henderson. London. 1847. 

2. British possessions in Europe, Africa, Asia, and Australasia, 
connected with England by the India Australia Mail Steam 
Packet Company ; prepared, at the request of the Committee, 
by the author of the History of the British Colonies (Mont- 
gomery MartmJ. London. 1847. 

8. Steam to Australia, its general advantages considered ; the 
different proposed routes for connecting London and Sydney 
compared ; afid the expediency of forming a settlement at 
Cape York, in Torres Strait, pointed out, in a letter to the 
Right Honorable Earl Grey, Secretary of State for the Co- 
lonies ; by Adam Bogue. Sydney. 1848, ^ 

4. Steam to Australia, The Rival Routes; by XXX. London. 
1860. 

6. Colonization ; a lecture delivered at the Windsor and Eton 
Literary, Scientific, and Mechanics Institution ; by the Rev. 
W. G. Cookesley, A. M., of Eton College, on Wednesday, 
December the Idih, IS4.9. Windsor. 1850. 

The question of steam communication with Australia seems 
stfddenly to have come to life again. In the journals brought 
from England by the few last mails, there are abundant sighs of 
jqj?hewed vitality. Letters and leading articles on the subject are 
appearing in the morning journals ; pamphlets are again begin- 
ning to fly about the social air, like butterflies on the return of 
summer ; whilst further indications of a re-awakened interest 
in a question, which, considering its vital importance alike to the 
colonies and the mother country, ought never to have been 
suflered to sleep, have been aflbrded by a sickly attempt at a 
public meeting, ending, as such meetings commonly do, in the 
passing of resolutions, which, as far as all practical results are 
concerned, might just as well have been resolved at home. Better 
evidences still are reported. It is said, that, in expectation of 
obtaining the contract to convey the mails to Aitstralia» the 
Peninsular and Oriental Steam Company aro building new ves* 
eels ; and, although we are not yet inform^ that the question 
has been decided in favor of the Singapore route, very little doubt 
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seems to exist io the public mind that such will be the deci- 
sion, and that the great company which now works the line as 
far as the Eastern Archipelago, will shortly be called upon to ex- 
tend it to New South Wales. 

It would be a source of astonishment to us that the 
had not long ago passed into the hands of the Oriental ano^ 
Peninsular Company, if we had not been acquainted with the 
manner in which such matters as these are quietly shelved by the 
Home Government. There has been, too, some departmental 
war upon the subject. It is understood that the Admiralty have 
favored the Singapore route, and that the Colonial Office, on the 
other hand, has had a leaning towards the Western line. Of 
all the different projects which have been started for the es- 
tablishment of steam communication between England and Aus- 
tralia, we shall come presently to speak in detail. It is the very 
multiplicity of these projects, we presume, which has so long 
deferred the settlement of the question. For our own parts we 
find it difficult to conceive bow any sane man, not biassed in 
any way ^ self-interest, could hesitate regarding the compara- 
tive advafltages of the different lines which have been discussed. 
But whether there be, or be not, a real difference of opinion on 
the subject, no doubt the diversity of the published projects has 
been converted into a convenient pretext for the postponement 
of the official settlement of the question. There is no really 
intelligible reason why it should not have been settled two or 
three years ago. In 1847, all that could be said upon the 
subject was said, and very lucidly too, by Mr. Bogiie and other 
writers. A large body of evidence had been collected ; a public 
company was ready to reduce theory to practice ; in fact, the 
matter was ripe for adjustment. But since tliut period, although 
the colonies have been deluded by promises of immediate steam 
communication ; although this and that Governor has official!^ 
announced that the question was settled, or on the eve of settle- 
ment; although colonial agents have written out to inform their 
constituents that they had just seen Mr. A., or Mr B., red-hot 
from the Colonial Office, with the encouraging intelligence that 
a contract had been completed with this or that company ; al- 
though, we say, all these flattering tales have been told repeatedly 
to the colonists during the last two years, the question does not 
really seem, to have been advanced a jot. Now, in 1850, the 
discussion is re-opened, and writer after writer launches into the 
midst of it, with as much energy and as much sense of origina- 
lity, though nothing had been written about it iu 1847. All 
the old arguments ate re- produced. There is nothing new to be 
said by the advocates either of the Eastern or Western lines, 

c c 
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The physical aspect of nature, by sea or land, is not changed. 
No “ young volcanoes" have “ come up Cyclops-eyed" from the 
depths of ocean, to present themselves for new insular coal 
deno^ and thus to give a new turn to the argument. The same 
are blowing — the same seas are heaving— the same islands 
^are in the same places. Lord Grey is in no better position now 
than he was in 1847 to come to a decision on the subject. The 
chances are that, if anything, he is a little more bewildered and 
perplexed — a little more weary of the discussion. He has much 
more to do than he had in 1847. The Colonial Office has be- 
come, since that time, something much less resembling a bed of 
roses than “ Damien s bed of steel." Colonies, in those days 
comparatively tranquil and contented, have since burst into a 
blaze. There has been no end of colonial questions " since 
then ; there has been no end of complaints ; no end of accusa- 
tions. The minister has had enough to do to defend himself. 
No statesman has ever been more abused by men of widely 
different parties. Protectionists and radical-reformers — all 
sorts of public men from Mr. Newdegate to Sir William Moles- 
worth — have banded together to swell the loud chorift of “ Co- 
lonial Keform I" It is plain that there must be a reform of our 
colonial system. When the last speech from the throne was 
delivered on the 3 let of January, .some astonishment — some 
indignatiori was expressed, because it contained no allusion 
to the state of the colonies, and no promises to adopt measures 
for its improvement. But on the first night of the session 
Lord John Kussell announced his intention to bring, in the 
course of a few days, the whole question of colonial policy be- 
4)re the House. He did not fulfil his promise on the evening of 
the 4th of February, the day which he fixed for his revelations ; 
but postponed the announcement to the 8th, when, after going 
•Into the details of the Australian Constitution's Bill, he took occa- 
sion to speak more generally of the colonial policy of his adminis- 
tration. We give him all due credit for a desire to promote the 
welfare of the colonies, and we accept as evidence of the good 
intentions of the ministry, the comprehensive bill to which we 
refer. It is an instalment of colonial reform, for which we have 
every reason to be thankful. 

But although all these grave matters, doubtless, fill the mind 
of the Colonial Secretary, and occupy the time of the depart- 
ment ; and, viewing the matter therefore in this light, it would 
seem that the settlement of the steam question were more re- 
mote than ever, we are convinced, that the greater impetus that 
is given to the discussion of colonial topics, generally, the more 
hope there is ^r the speedy settlement of any individual ques* 
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tioD. The Ume has oome when it is plear to all the world that 
something must be done for the colonies.” Idle people, it is 
known to a point of proverbial oertainty, have always the least 
time at their command. The more that is done, the more hope 
there is for something more tp be a-doing. The sorMliliim 
that must be done for the colonies is likely to take the shapfc 
of a good many somethings. New constitutions will not suffice. 
It matters little to the people of England what constitutions are 
established in Australia, so long as it takes four or five months 
to convey a letter from London to Sydney. What the colonies 
want is colonization. England is as yet quite unskilled in the 
art of colonization. To send out to a distant settlement the 
sweepings of the gaols and work-houses of Great Britain is not 
to colonise. Greece knew how to colonise. Rome knew how 
to colonise. But England has not that knowledge yet, or 
having it, has not yet reducpd it to practice. England sends 
out bone and muscle, legs and arras, to the colonies — but sends 
neither money nor mind. The colonies want men of rank, men 
of capital, men of character, men of intelligence ; England 
sends thto paupers and felons. There is a great talk about 
the accumulation of bullion in the Bank,” and reduction of 
rates of interest. English capUalists do not know what to do 
with their money. They are embarking in all sorts of perilous 
and mischievous foreign loans. — “ We present,” says Mr. 
Cookesley, one of the musters of Eton College, who has been 
profitably beguiling the leisure of the last Christmas holidays 
by lecturing to the Mechanics' Institute at Windsor — “ we 
present the shocking but admitted anomaly of enormous 
riches existing together with excessive, debasing, and grinding 
poverty. This anomaly arises from two principal causes : tffe 
first is the fact that your enormous capital has not space to 
work in ; it is employed in too narrow and restricted a fiel(k 
There is consequently an excessive competition of capital witJi 
capital; and the consequence of thU is that men can get very 
little interest for their money. They are, therefore, induced 
to embark their capital in the wildest and most extravagant 
speculations. Very many millions of British capital have been 
thrown away in loans to foreign states, which states, without 
absolutely disowning their debts, nevertheless have not dis- 
oharged, and moreover never had much probability of. dis- 
charging, them. Millions have been sunk in Mexican mines, 
foreign railroads, — and all this capital which has been thus lost, 
if diverted into proper channels, have produced immense 
pr^s to the capit^lst, and incalculable advantages to the 
Empire. It would seem hardly credible, but is nevertheless 
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' true, that our colonies present an almost boundless deld for 
* the profitable investment of capital, at the same time that 
' capital is being so miserably and insanely wasted in other 
' directions; yet such is undoubtedly the fact/* It is, most 
up^J^Btedly, the fact. English capitalists will not go to Aus- 
wilia, nor will they place their capital in the hands of others to 
fructify upon Australian soil. The truth is they know little about 
Australia ; they have no means of knowing, with any rapidity 
or any regularity, what is going on in that part of the world. 
It is a perilous thing to embark a largo amount of capital in a 
speculation concerning which no intelligence can reach the 
proprietor that is not four or five months old, whilst his own 
communications of advice or enquiry take nine or ten months 
to elicit an answer. People in England have the vaguest possi- 
ble notion of what is going on in the Australian colonies. The 
London journalist finds it difiQcult, if not impossible, to keep 
his readers acquainted, or even to acquaint himself, with the 
continuous course of events in those remote settlements. As 
in the old and dark times, when India and England de- 
pended upon sailing vessels for their tidings from ea^li other, 
intelligence from Australia now necessarily comes in by un- 
certain fragments ; the news of February often anticipates 
the news of January. There are gaps in the history of pass- 
ing events which render the whole unintelligible. Letters 
arrive referring to others, despatched by some previous “ de- 
parture,’* which have not yet come to hand ; and there is no 
end to the bewilderment and perplexity, which this irregu- 
larity occasions. The remoteness of the Australian colonies 
-^the tardiness of inter-ooramunication between them and the 
mother country — the mist which seems to encircle everything 
that passes within them — the vagueness of the intelligence 
vriiich reaches England from those distant outposts — here are 
the causes of the unwillingness nf the English capitalist to 
invest his money in Australia, whilst he is not always able 
to obtain interest at per cent, for it at home. In all this we 
see a cogent argument for the establishment of steam com- 
munication with Australia. It is the best — indeed the only re- 
medy, that can stand by itself, for this admitted evil. Without 
it all other remedies must be* incomplete. If we once bring 
the Australian colonies within two months* voyage of the shores 
of Great Britain, we may be pretty sure that all the rest will 
follow in due course. 

This is not 'so patent to the classical mind of the Emnian 
tutor as it id to us, whose lot it is 4o vegetate far away 
from the long room, the chapel, and the pleasant playing 
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fields of old Eton. Mr. Oookesley supplies a different re- 
medy; and his views of colonisation are not otherwise than 
sound. England has a superfiuity of capital ; and a superfiuity 
of younger sons. All the professions are over-stocked. The 
colonies require an influx of rank and talent, no less Ml^n 
influx of capital to keep them in a healthy state. Buttnfc 
youhger sons of the aristocracy will not go out to Australia 
to be ** buried alive." They will not submit to be sent, literally, 
to the Antipodes — to be severed by five months of horrid sea 
from the clubs of St. James's street and the preserves of Norfolk 
or of Kent. They dread the voyage — they dread the exile — they 
dread the isolation, which must be theirs at such a distance 
from home and all its cheering associations. To go to Australia 
is now-a-days what it was to go to India twenty years ago. 

When a man marries, dies, or turns Hindu, 

His best f riends hear no more of him ; 

wrote Shelley to Leigh Hunt in the days when steam to India 
was not. A man ** turns Hindu " in these times, and his best 
friends hear of him once a fortnight. But when he turns 
Bushman his best friends either hear no more of him, or hear 
80 rarely and so irregularly that they soon lose their interest 
in their expatriated relative, and correspondence becomes ‘small 
by degrees and beautifully less * until it dwindles into nothing- 
ness. There is an idea of remoteness — of savageness, asso- 
ciated with the Australian colonies, which' appals the tenderly- 
nurtured aristocrat. If he makes his way to Australia and 
repents of his audacity, he has a four or five months’ homeward 
voyage before him, and nine or ten months must elapse before he 
can receive an answer to his letters. The thought of this dis- 
turbs and deters him. Men will not make experiments, under 
such circumstances, in remote localities, if they can possibly ma- 
nage even to exist at home. Now we are as much alive as 
Cookesley to the necessity of sending out some of our young 
aristocrats — some of his own stud of young thorough-breds, 
for example, from the Sixth Form or the Upper Bemove — to 
leaven the mass of pauper population in these remote but 
splendid Australian settlements. There is a world of truth in 
what the Eton tutor says on the subject of colonisation. 
There can be no colonisation without this infusion of good 
^^ood. , There can at best only be emigration. “ You may 
I remember," says Mr. Cookesley, “ that in speaking of the 
Phoenician and Grecian colonies, I laid particular emphasis 
* oif the fact that^ those colonies always represented the 
' parent state, they were copies of the cities which founded 
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‘ them. A Greek colony presented a perfect Image of Greek 
‘ oivilisatioD, Grecian art, religion, and social organiaatioD, 
^ Henoe it often came to pass that a colony outstripped its 
" mother city, in all the attributes of a great community, within 
* ji^i0Sy few years after its foundation. In fact some of the 
i^ost insignihcant towns of Greece Proper — Trezoene and 

* Cbalcis for instance — founded some of the moat magnihcent 

* cities of the ancient European world, A Greek who left 
‘ Corinth or Athens, to form part of a colony in Asia Minor, 

* or Sicily, or Italy, changed merely his residence. His habits 
‘ of life were not changed : he had the same society — the same 
‘ government — the same religious ceremonies. He beheld 
‘ the same sort of works of art — he frequented the same sort 

* of temples that he had been used to at home. He was still 
‘ connected with his original country ; the link which tied him 
' to the dwelling-place of his forefathers was lengthened, not 
‘ broken ; he was bound to the land of his birth, but it was by 
‘ the strong cord of affection, not by the irritating and galling 
' chain of subjection and of law. He sacrificed no feeling — 

‘ lost no dignity — by becoming a colonist. He was as great 
‘ a man in his new abode, probably a much greater than he 
‘ would have been had he remained at home. His ambition 
‘ had full play : his genius was cultivated : his tastes grati- 

* fied ; and, in a word, the full power of the Greek — his social, 

* intellectual, and physical nature — was as amply developed in 
‘ a colonial as it could have been in a parent state. This ad- 
‘ mirable and perfect organisation of system was, next to the 
‘ wonderful spirit of enterprise and activity which so remark- 
ably characterised the Greek people — tlie main cause of the 

‘ Slirprising prosperity of their colonies. Such was the Greek 
principle, and on no other can colonics flourish or answer 

* Jjieir purpose. ” 

All things must have a beginning. Rome," as Mr. Oookesly 
knows, “ was not built in a day,” nor were any of the Greek co- 
lonies, with their temples, and amphi;theatres, their games and 
spectacles, their works of art and religious ceremonies, founded 
in a day by those energetic and adventurous athletes of the old 
time. The first colonists had to build and to establish all these 
things, as our early settlers have to clear the jungle and to build 
their own houses. But there is this difference between the Greek 
and the British settlers, that the latter are much more expansive — 
they spread themselves over a larger space. To found a city is 
one thing — to colonise such an island as Australia is another. 
Both systems have their advocates amongst us. Some contend 
for concentration-— some for dispersion. The former has the 
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best of it in point of theory — ^but the latter is our almost inva< 
viable practice. But before we come to this, we have made a 
mistake which is fatal to the entire enterprise. Of old it was 
the rule to send out all the raw material of a colony at the same 
time. The Greeks and Homans did not leave every ffil|ao 
chance. They did not think it sufficient to export a oertani 
quantity of human life. They took care that every part of the 
body corporate should be present — that head and limbs, trunk 
and extremities — and every vital organ should be there ; that 
nothing should be wanting to render complete, and to give due 
effect to the working of the great social machine. But England, 
on the other hand, sends out only the disjecta membra of a co- 
lony, trusting to Providence to bring them together and to sup- 
ply all deficiencies. If a clock-maker were to send out to a new 
colony a cargo of pendulums, or dial plates ; or a card-maker 
were to send out a pack of deuces or knaves ; witli a vague idea 
that the other parts of the clocks, or the other cards of the pack, 
may find their way to the same port at some future time, we 
should incontinently treat both clock-maker and card-maker 
as aspiring candidates for Bedlam. But England tries to colo- 
nise after this fashion. She sends out packs of deuces in one 
ship ; and' packs of knaves in another. She thinks of sending 
the rest at another time, or hopes that they will go by them- 
selves. As for despatching a complete pack of cards, that is an 
effort of reason beyond her. If a colony is to be founded, men 
of all ranks, all classes, all professions, all trades, all callings, 
must set forth together to found it. As it is, we have nothing but 
settlements — sp called, lucus a^non lucendo, because every thing 
is most unsettled there. “ If a colony,” says Mr. Cookesley, ‘Ms 
‘ to be sent put worthy of the English name, and fit to represent 

* the dignity and majesty of the English empire, some person 
‘ of the highest station and rank — if possible, a prince of the 
‘ blood — should lead it. The Spanish kings — the proudest of 
‘ monarchs — acted wisely so far that they sent members o( the 

* royal family to govern their colonies. This leader should go, 

‘ accompanied by a body of noblemen, the future members of a 
‘ colonial house of peers ; and there can be fio doubt that if a 
‘ prince of the blood were to signify his willingness to lead such 
‘ an undertaking, plenty of noblemen would be found willing to 
‘ accompany him. Many noblemen whose importance is lost 
‘ and obscured in the crowd of nobility at home, would gladly 
‘ avail themselves of the opportunity of increasing their per- 
' sonal dignity and influence, with the hope of founding a power- 

* ful family — possibly a dynasty — in a remote colony. Many 

* a noble would be willing to apply to himself the remark 
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‘ which James I. made to a peer who — his Majesty thought — was 
‘ too often in London, ‘ My Lord, when you are up in London 
‘ here, you are like a ship in a large fleet out at sea — no body 
‘ takes much notice of you — you are overlooked in the crowd ; 
*Jbi^*(^en you are down in the country residing upon your 
Estate, you are like a ship in a river, you occupy the 

* whole space/ Thus as soon as the business of colonisation 

* was made, as it ought to be, honorable as well as profitable, 
‘ you would find abundance of men and women of the highest 

* education and rank willing to embark in it. Men of all ranks 
' in England are sufficiently embarrassed to know how to pro- 
‘ vi^e for the younger branches of their families : let the colo- 

* nies hold out the lure of honorable distinction, and plenty of 
‘ men will greedily clutch at it. But English noblemen and 
‘ gentlemen will not dream of providing for children in a me- 
‘ thod, or by means, on which the world looks down as disore- 

* ditable or derogatory to the dignity of a man of honorable am- 
‘ bition. A colony ought to hold out to men of ability, wealth 
‘ and character every inducement to embark in it, by having the 
' power of conferring the highest rewards and distinctions on 
‘ meritorious industry and superior genius. An Englishman 

* ought not to feel himself debarred from any honor dr any dig- 

* nity, however exalted, because he is a colonist. There should 

* be a colonial peerage and baronetage. The Church and the 
‘ Law should be truly and adequately represented. Every pro- 
‘ fession, every art, and every trade should have as much encou- 
‘ ragement and as splendid rewards offered to it, as it has in 

* England. Do all this ; and theth you will mal^e a fair trial of 
‘ what an English colony can do." 

^e should not have transcribed this passage, if. we had not 
thought the matter it contains well worthy of consideration. 

need not say that the suggestion is not a novel one : but 
it is well and forcibly expressed. The evil of suffering what 
ougl^t to be our colonies to remain mere pauper emigration- 
fields — mere refuges for the destitute — cannot be too often de- 
clared. Our distant settlements have no attractions for the 
higher classes of Society — for men of aspiring talent and honor- 
able ambition. Such men look upon a colony as the grave of 
all their hopes of distinction — as a dark burial place, in which 
they will be forgotten by the world of home, shut out from 
every prospect of fame, denied the rewards of professional 
eminence, and utterly removed beyond the influence either of 
the smiles of the British sovereign or the applause of the 
British people. All this must be remedied — remedied before 
we send out princes of the blood royal to govern our distant 
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settlements. That good day may come in time. Princes of 
the blood royal, twenty years hence, are not* likely to bo very 
scarce. It is as well that we should make good use of them. 
As the world progresses it is not improbable that we ma^ome 
to turn even princes of the blood to account. We cann(JPIili|j|r 
them for ever to be mere cyphers — sent into the world only ti^ 
spend the money of the nation. But iu the meanwhile we 
must eucoiirage the men of family and of genius to seek the 
colonies, by holding out to them hopes of honorable distinc- 
tion — by proving to every settler on colonial soil that he is no 
less under the eye of the sovereign than under the British flag. 
It is certain that hitherto the services rendered to the mo|her 
country by good deeds done in the colonies have been imper- 
fectly recognised and insufficiently rewarded. But there is 
reasorr to hope that England is now outgrowing this reproach 
of ingratitude. The British government has in the Civil Order 
of the Bath the means of gracefully acknowledging the services 
of its colonial subjects, and there would seem to be a reasonable 
prospect at the present time, of the power being exorcised with 
good effect. There are many able, energetic, philanthropic 
men in the colonies, who have better earned such distinction 
than scores of men who are rewarded for trifling services, or 
perhaps for mere accidental introductions to royalty, at home ; 
and this plainest of all plain truths is beginning to make its 
way in high places, and may soon be expected to bear good 
fruit. 

But as we have already said, the first step must be to bring 
the Australian colonies nearer to the mother country. We do 
not believe that much progress will be made until this initial 
measure is brought into operation. Until this is effected tfe 
English nation will know little, and care little, about the exiles 
of the Antipodes. Until this is effected there is email chanc§ 
of much of the good blood of England being infused into the 
veins of Australian society. Let us then devote a litfrle space 
to this matter of Steam to Australia.” The pamphlets now 
before us supply abundant information on the subject. Others 
have been written to which we have not immediate access. We 
had intended to have given something of a history, condensed 
from Captain Henderson's pamphlet and other sources, of the 
efforts which have been made during the last three or four years 
to establish steam communication with Australia; but time 
presses ; we are compelled to be brief ; and, moreover, we have 
no desire to irritate old sores and revive old animosities. De 
morluia nil nisi honum. 

Within the last few years no less than half-a-dozen routes to 
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Sydney havo been proposed and advocated by different projec- 
tors. They are thus succinctly described by Mr. Boyd : — 

Ist.— The Eoute by the Isthmus of Panama, across the Pacidc, 
and touc hing at New Zealand. 

^jgHP^The Route by the Cape of Good Hope, Swan River and 
Australia. 

Qrd, — xhe Route frpm Ceylon, by the Cocos or Keelings, and 
Swan River. 

4th. — The Route by Singapore, Sunda Straits, the Cocos, and 
Swan River. 

5th. — The Route by Singapore, by Torres Straits to Sydney, 
and^returning by Cape Lewin, or the Western Passage, &o. &o. 

6th. — The Route by Singapore and Torres Straits. 

Of these the 1st, the 2nd, and the 6th have longest maintained 
their ground. The intervening projects seem to have been 
quietly abandoned. Tlie third, which was, we believe, origi- 
nally a scheme of the Oriental and Peninsular Company, natu- 
rally disappeared on the extension of their line to Singapore. 
The steamers were to have stretched from Point do Galle 
to the Cocos, where a coal depot was to have been established, 
and thence to Sydney, touching at Swan River, Adelaide and 
Port Philip. There was a comprehensiveness in this scheme, 
to recommend it to the minor settlements ; but it has been 
shewn by Mr. Bogue that there is an objection to it of para- 
mount importance — namely, that “ to contend with the bois- 
terous weather and seas on the south coast of New Plolhmd, 
would require ships both of a larger tonnage and horse power, 
and would be attended consequently with much greater outlay, 
than perhaps would be convenient ta the Company which would 
uSdertake it,” Captain Beaufort, the well-known hydrographer, 
asserts moreover, that the Keelings or Cocos “ are so low and 
wuall that there would be a constant difficulty in finding them, 
and the continued surf would much impede the business of 
coaling.”. The scientific mariner would probably assert that 
there can be no difficulty in finding any spot, however small, 
accurately laid down upon a chart, so long as the requisite ob- 
servations can be taken ; but these observations are not always 
to be taken ; and the telescope is often called into play where 
the sextant is of no use. We have recently heard nothing of 
the claims of this route, and with these few passing remarks wo 
may therefore dismiss it. 

The fourth scheme requires no comment, it is so nearly akin 
to the last. The objections urged by Mr. Bogue and Captain 
Balfour to No. 3 are equally applicable to No. 4, and need not 
be re-stated. 
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The fifth is open to some of the same objections, mih others 
that belong to itself. It was advocated by an experienced 
naval officer, Lieutenant Pascoe of the Beagle^ and is re- 
commended by the consideration of its being based upon an 
intimate acquaintance with the seasons and monsoons 
coast of Australia. But it will occur to every reader ths^ 
project, which demands a resort to different routes, going and 
returning, cannot be a very good one. It calls for the esta- 
blishment of additional coal depots, and is objectionable upon 
other and very, intelligible grounds. The advantages which 
it presents, are more than counter-balanced by the evils insepar- 
able from it ; and it seems recently, by common consent, to 
have passed out of the controvesy. 

The three routes, then, which remain to be considered, are 
the Cape route, the Panama route, and the Singopore-and- 
Torres-Straits route. The Cape route has some claim to con- 
sideration, because it is the Cape route. But it is to be remem- 
bered that we are now writing of Steam to Australia, not of Steam 
to the Cape of Good Hope. It is extremely desirable that there 
should be regular steam communication between the Cape and 
Great Britain ; but we cannot say that we think it desirable to 
send our Australian steamers vi^ the Cape. The question is, 
what is the best route to Australia ? It may be very expedient 
to run a line of railway to Bristol, but it does not therefore 
follow that when we arc laying down the line to Liverpool we 
should run it though the former town. The Cape route would 
be slow, irregular, and expensive. Mr. Boguo culeiiliites that 
the first outlay for construction of vessels and establishment of 
coaling depots would not full short of i£300,000; and that atso^e 
seasons of the year the steamers would take us long to effect their 
passage round the Cape, as some of the common sailing vessels 
take for the passage round Cape Horn. The establishment t)f 
a line of screw-propelled steamers by this route was advocated 
with mucli earnestness, by Captain Hayes ; we remember that 
we read his pamphlet at the time of publication — but we Lave 
it not now before us on onr table. The arguments adduced 
appeared to us by no means convincing, and Mr. Bogue has 
successfully demolished them. If cheapness, regularity and ex- 
pedition be matters for consideration, we must not look for 
them in the Cape line. But it has the merit, we say, of embrac- 
ing the important South- African colony, and of affording a dupli- 
cate route to India in the event of any interruption of our 
communication through Egypt. 

The Panama route has recently been advocated with some 
zeal. It is contended, in the first instance, that the line ta 
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the Isthmus is already established. The West India Mail 
Packet Company run their steamers from Southampton to 
Chagres— a distance of 6,850 miles, in thirty-six days. It is 
proposed to run another line of steamers from Panama on the 
side of the Isthmus, to New Zealand, Port Jackson, 
The Galapagos, the Marquesas, the Society and Friendly 
Islands lie along this route* It is estimated that the entire 
passage would occupy seventy days. The West India Packet 
Company is eager to obtain the contract for conveying the 
mails to Australia ; but, certainly, in the present state of its 
resources, it has not the means of putting the project into 
prompt operation. ** This line,” says Mr. Bogue, would con- 
‘ vey quick intelligence to the numerous republics on the West 

* Coast of America, with which an extensive commerce is 
‘ carried on by England. But we have yet to learn upon what 
' principle the Imperial Government would be induced to adopt 
‘ a line passing nearly its entire length through foreign states, 

* and over the wide expanse of the Pacific, in the midst of 

* which a depot for coals might, with difficulty, be found in some 
‘ insignificant isle peopled by savages under the control of a 
‘ foreign European power, in preference to a route of which 
‘ each stage would be within the limits of the British empire. 
‘ And if we take into consideration that if it were even feasible 

* to establish a depot in the centre of the ocean, the enormous 
‘ expense of transporting fuel, either from New South Wales 
‘ or from the mother country, to that distant spot, and to the 
‘ starting point on the West Coast of America, would, of itself, 
‘ be an insuperable objection to. this route.” The advocates 
of the Western route on the other hand, parade an immense 
array of geographical names, talk of the various localities 
which are to be brought into immediate communication with 
Great Britain, and dazzle our eyes with resplendent visions of 
the bullion traffic and the “ diggins ” of California. There is 
something of Homeric grandeur in such a catalogue as this — 
“ Mexico (including Vera Cruz and Tampico) Mobile, Havan- 
nah, St. lago de Cuba, Hayti, Bermuda, the Bahamas, Hondu- 
ras, Porto Bico, San Juan, Nicaragua, Carthagena, Santa Mar- 
tha, Lagnayra, Chagres, Panama and the Pacific porta of the 
states of Chili, Bolivia, Peru, and Equador; the British 
colonies of Jamaica, Demerara, Trinidad, Tobago, St. Vinjjent, 
Barbadoes, Grenada, St. Lucia, Dominica, Antigua, Montserrat, 
Nevis, St. Kitt's and Tortola ; the Danish islands (St. Thomas 
and St. Croix,) the French Antilles, Guadeloupe, Martinique, 
&o.; the colony of Cayenne via Delnarara and Dutch Guiana.” 
Following this epic catalogue we have imaginings of the gold 
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ind silver trade — pictures of the mines of Chili and Peru, and 
he glittering freights of California ; “ as regards the convey- 
ance of specie and bullion, which has always been, and must 
continue to be, one of the principal sources of revenuy|^io 
West India line, it is easy^* we are told# to imayin^flW^^n 
future this portion of the traffic will greatly increase. Seve^ 
ral streams of traffic of this nature will flow into the main 
line, and the produce of the mines of the whole Western 
hem^isphere, intended for transmission to Europe, must of 
necessity be conveyed by these vessels. The gold and silver 
raised from the mines of Chili, Bolivia, and Peru, will be car- 
ried to Panama, and go thence by railway to Chagres for ship- 
' meut to England. Those large freights of silver, hitherto col- 
' lected by Her Majesty’s ships on the West Coast of Mexico, will 
in like manner be delivered at Panama, thence to reach London 
' in twenty days, instead of being subjected to a voyage of four 
' months round Cape Horn. The American line of steamers 
‘ from San Francisco, terminating at Panama, will briny great 
‘ freights of gold, the product of the mines of California ; 

‘ and as the majority of these remittances will, in course of 
‘ business, be intended for Europe, they will assuredly be sent 
* by the direct steamers. Then again, at St. Thomas, the 
‘ homeward Atlantic ships will receive the large amounts of 
‘ silver so regularly shipped from Tampico and Vera Cruz, and 
‘ other steamers will bring up to the same point iheiv collec- 
‘ iio?is of gold, silver and precious stonee from Santa Martha, 

‘ Carthagena, and other parts of the West Indies and Spanish 
‘ Main, In place, therefore, of these vessels arriving at 
‘ Southampton as at present, with freights of Spanish 
‘ 1,000,000 to 2,000,000, they will -come homo laden like the 
‘ Spanish galleons of old; hrmging the mineml ^ 

^ Western World, to the amount of Spanish Dollars 6,000,000, 
‘ 6,000,000, or even 10,000,000 at a time." The imagination 
reels under this gorgeous description of the “ barbaric pearl 
and gold " of the New World. We know nothing that can bear 
comparison with it, save Punclis picture of the accumulatimi o 
bullion in the Bank of England. When the advocate of the 
Western route says that “it is easy to imagine all this, we 
confess it appears to us that he gives his readers credit for an 
extent of imagination which they may not all of them claim the 
credit of possessing. But we care little in this shining Orient 
about all the occidental treasures thus lavishly disp ayed before 
us. We confess that ours is an Eastern view of the question. 
We believe thaC if we were writing in any part of the globe, and 
were connected with any class of interests, we should still clearly 
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porcei re the SupemrJt/o/ theJS^asiemoFer^Ae Western 

in cmdouv acknowledge that all this business 1 
t\ie precious metals is nothing whatever to us, and that whal 
evei^^ce the argument may have in other quarters, it makes 
U0t^or no impression upon us as residents in the Indian metro- 
^lis. The advantages which the adoption of the Eastern 
route will confer on India will be sensiblj felt in England, We 
are not therefore pleading only for ourselves. The Eastern 
route, too, is the one most favored in Australia; it is the 
cheapest and the most expeditious — but of all this we must 


speak in less general terms. 

It is proposed that on the arrival of the English mails every 
month at Singapore, a steamer should be despatched via, Tor- 
res Straits to Sydney. “ Your Lordship is no doubt well 
aware,” says Mr. Bogue, in his letter to Lord Grey, ‘‘ that it 
‘ has been recommended by the Legislative Council, in the 
‘ Report of the Select Committee appointed to enquire into 
‘ the matter, on the 16th of September, 1846 — by Lieutenant 
‘ Waghorn, R. N., Captain Beaufort, R. N., Captain Philip 
‘ Parker King, R. N., Captain Stokes, R. N., Captain Black- 
‘ wood, R. N. ; and other authorities of unquestionable weight, 
‘ are its strenuous advocates; and it is the opinion of all who 
‘ have given this important subject any attention in this colony 
* (New South Wales) that steam communication could be 


‘ effected by this route to much greater advantage, and with 
* much less expense tiTan by any other.” “ There is some divei*' 


* sity in opinion,” continues the same authority, “with respect 

* to carrying out the detail of this scheme, and regarding the 
‘ places where coal depots should be established. However, I 


* shall take u})on myself fo name the following places, which 


would be most eligible for that purpose, namely, Sourahaya 

* in tlie island of Java, the island of 'I'iinor, Cape York in 

* Torres Straits, and Moreton Bay in New South Wales. If 
‘ need be the vessels might also touch at Batavia, Ampanam 

* in the island of Lombock or some port in Balii. Large num- 

* bers bf native passengers might be procured in these ports 

* for Singapore or even for Australia.” All these places are of 


course named under the supposition that only small vessels will 
be employed : but it is obvious that if larger and more pow- 
erful vessels were put upon the line, there would bo no 
necessity for such frequent stoppages. Mr. Bogue suggests 
that in this case one depot at Cape York, which is about half 
way, might probably be sufficient. The writ^ of the pam- 
phlet on the “ Rival Routes,” which is attributed to the expe- 
rienced pen of Mr. Stocqueler, suggests that the island of 
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Borneo might be brought into this line. “ Are there no places,'* 
he asks, “ between Batavia and the Australian colonies at which 
‘ the steamers from Singapore may touch, very profitably to 
‘ the Government and to the inhabitants of such ports? Has 

* not Borneo become an island of great interest to 

‘ men ? Is it nothing to be able to communicate frequently 

* the Governor of Labuan ? Who shall say what mighty results 
' may not flow from the facilitation of an intercourse witli the 
' great island of the Malays and many of the isleta in the 

* Eastern Archipelago, which belt the southern portion of the 
' China Seas? We do not affirm that it would be advisable 

* to send the steamer to the north of Borneo and then round 
' the north-eastern coast to Torres Straits. But it would be 
‘ easy to establish a branch line from the southern part of the 
‘ island ; and if the land communication should be unsafe, a 
‘ small steamer could do the. needful and serve other purposes 

* of colonial government in the interval. It may bo said 

* that more time would be consumed in going to Labuan than 
‘ might consort with a rapid communication witli Sydney. 

‘ True; but that time would not be consumed unprofitably. 

‘ Better go 5,000 additional miles, and stop at places of impor- 

* tance, than traverse 4,500 miles (as the vessels on the other 

* line would have to do) and neither meet with a colony nor the 

* means of coaling.” We do not by any means concur in this, as 
far as we understand it. The entire distance to be steamed be- 
tween Singapore and Sydney is about 4,400 miles. There are 
abundance of coaling dejiots in the way, without toucliing at 
Borneo ; and as rapid communication with the Australian 
colonies is the great object of the extension of the line, we 
would not counsel any unnecessary deviation from the strai^it 
ocean path. Labuan is at the northernmost point of the 
island. Any communication ‘with that port and the main li»o 
must be opened by means of a branch steamer ; we must not 
have the Australian packets make any such detour as this. 

The advocates of tlie Western route talk largely of the dan- 
gers of Torres Straits. But tliese belong ratlier to the past 
than to the present. The dangers, such as they are, being, for 
the most part, known and understood, are, in these days, to be 
avoided. We do not now often hear even of sailing vessels 
being lost in the Straits. In some respects, indeed, the pas- * 
sage is a remarkably safe one. . ‘‘ The impression on my mind,” 
says Mr. Earl, the intelligent author of “Enterprise in Tropi- 
cal Australia," “is that the route by Torres Siraits is the most 
desirable, on account of the smoothness of the water, and the 
general mildness of the weather, so that throughout the entire 
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distance it is not likely that any bad weather would be experienc- 
ed; indeed, that portion of the route which lies between More- 
ton Bay and Sydney, is the oiilj portion in which anj consider- 
able amount of tempestuous weather might be expected,** The 
dif^0t^ of the navigation of Torres Straits is a mere bug-bear, 
^rtnch no skilful mariner, in these days of advanced hydrogra- 
phy, would ever think of alleging as an argument against the 
adoption of the route. There are two passages through the 
Straits, the more intricate of which has the advantage of the 
smoother water. In this, the inner passage, it is computed, that 
some sixty hours would be lost — and from twelve to twenty-four 
in the other or Beacon passage. “ A portion of this excess might, 
however," says Mr. Earl, “ be requited by the greater speed 

* of the steamer, when inside the reefs, owing to the cornpara- 

* tive smoothness of the water. When, however, as probably 
‘ will be the case, at no distant period, light-liouses are erected 
‘ at the spots where the navigation is most difficult, the inner 
‘ passage will be far preferable to the other ; indeed, even now 
‘ it is difficult to say, which route (of the two Straits’ passages) 

‘ is most to * be recommended, experience alone can clear up 
‘ this point.” 

Utriim hoium mavis accipe. There are two passages, either 
of which may be navigated by competent seamen without any 
fear of dangerous collisions. It has been already established 
that the Singapore and Torres Straits route is the cheapest, the 
moat expeditious, and the one which enjoys the greatest facili- 
ties for coaling. Let any one look at the map, draw a line 
from Panama to New Zealand on the one side, and on the other 
r^ard the different places in the East with which, by means 
of^the Singapore route, Australia will be brought into com- 
munication ; and judge whether the former or the latter pre- 
sents the greater extrinsic advantages. It is no small matter, 
it appears to us, that Australia should be brought into imme- 
diate communication with India, China, and the Malay islands. 
To bring Australia nearer to our Indian presidencies would 
alone be no common achievement. We have a very strong 
opinion upon this point ourselves ; but before we express it, 
let us cite the testimony of two distant writers — the one in 
London, the other in Sydney. An annual importation from 
• the East,” says an eoitorial writer in the Morning Herald, “ of 
retired officers, civil and military, with their wives, their 
‘ children, and* their pensions, would go far to neutralise the 
‘ ill effects now ^resulting to the colonies from the reception 
‘ of the work-house sweepings which are sent them from 

* the West. It is hard to persuade men of birth and educa^ 
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< tion in this country to transfer themselveSi either with capital 

* or without it, to those distant settlements ; but the ready- 
‘ made exile of India, who has no ties to sever, no prejudices and 

* predilections to struggle against — who, perliaps, 

* after a brief furlough trial, home distasteful to him, and 

* returned to India disgusted with the formalities and frugali- 

* ties of English life — will not unwillingly betake himself to 
‘ those broad fields of enterprise, and secure for himself and his 
‘ children after him the competence whiofa is denied to him in 
‘ a country, where every man painfully jostles his neighbour, 

‘ where land is scarce, food is dear, employment difficult to ob- 
‘ tain, and success so rare a thing that it only proves the great 
‘ rule of universal failure. To accomplish this great end of 

* attracting to the shores of Australia the very beat class of 
‘ colonists, we believe that we have only to establish regular 
< steam communication between India and those settlements. 

* The extension of the Singapore route, by means of the Penin- 

* sular and Oriental Company’s steamers, will consummate 
‘ this addition to the other great benefits it will confer on 

* the colonies.” The writer is here putting the ease of the 
Australian colonies, and demonstrates the advantages which 
Australia will derive from rapid communication with India, 
rather than the blessings which will be conferred on British 
India by a closer connexion with the Australian colonies. 
The Sydney writer, on the other hand, Mr. Bogue, puts the 
case of the Anglo-Indian resident — “ Government, as well as 
‘ the East India pompany,” he observes, “ are now becoming 
‘ alive to the enormous expense entailed by death and loss of 

* services from bad Iiealth produced by the climate of India, 

‘ among their servants both civil and military. The extra ex- 
‘ penditure required to keep up their largo establishments erft 

* scarcely be calculated — establishments whicli are largo in pro- 
‘ portion to the enervating effects of the climate. It is a well- 
‘ known fact that many valuable public servants of tlie Com- 
‘ pany die every year, from their pecuniary circumstances 
‘ being such as to prevent them incurring the very heavy cost 
‘ and loss of pay, attending the return fora period to their na- 
‘ tive land ; they are thereby deprived of the only chance left 
‘ for renovating their shattered constitutions. But it lias been 
‘ argued with much truth and humanity, that if there was a 

* quick and regular communication with the Australian colo- 

* nies, it would be of the first importance to the officers and 
‘ servants of the Indian Government, as the climate of Aus- 

* tralia has been pronounced by medical men, and indeed expe- 
‘ rience has already confirmed the fact, to be of that peculiar 
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« fiilubrity required to restore to convalescence those who have 
^ lost their health under the sultry sun of tropical India. It 
‘ is also understood that there is an increasing desire on the 

* naillir^ the people residing in the East Indies to visit Austra- 
iffiaTbut communication has been so very irregular that num- 
‘ hers arc deterred. Mcint/ of out ixfliieYiiiol settlovs ave gentle^ 

* metii who have paid the colony a visit, and, liking the climate and^ 

« country, have sold out and become permanent residents:'' 
Mr. Bogue then speaiks more in detail of the difficulties ex- 
perienced by residents in India, China and the Straits, who aie 
anxious to obtain passages to Australia; and quotes the evidence 
of several witnesses taken before the Select Committee of the 
Legislative Council of New South Wales, appointed early in 
1846, to enquire into and report upon the several proposed routes. 

Wlien the writer was at Hong-kong,” he says, “ in 1846, he 

* met several gentlemen from Calcutta and other parts of 
‘ India, who had come there in search of a conveyance to those 
‘ colonies. Such is the difficulty of procuring a passage from 
‘ India to this quarter of the world, that Captain Arbuthnot 

< Dallas, H. E. I. C. S., in his evidence before the Select Com- 
« mittee, observes, that he was seven months in getting here 
‘ from Calcutta. ‘ I went by Singapore and China first ; I 
‘ wms obliged to wait in China a month before I could get a 
‘ passage for Manilla, and after I arrived at Manilla I had to 

< wait another month before I could get a passage to Sydney.’ 

< Mr. Alexander Campbell, a merchant of this city, engaged 

‘ in the trade with India, in his evidence observes — * I have 
‘ known parties who have been compelled to wait for months, 

‘ and have then had to come by way of Mauritius, Singapore, 

* or the Cape ; as an instance, I may mention, that about the 
‘•time I left Calcutta for England, in J anuary , 1 845, a gentleman 

* being desirous of visiting this colony, and failing any direct 
« opportunity, was obliged to proceed in a vessel to the Cape, and 
‘ from thence to Hobart Town and Sydney. In the mean time 
‘ I went to England by steam, made the circuit of England 
‘ and Scotland, returned to this colony, having had a passage 
‘ of four months out, and was only a little more than two 
‘ months behind him. I could mention many instances where 
‘ parties had been six or seven months on the passage from 

Six or seven months between Calcutta and Sydney — whilst 
some of our last received English journals contain the following 
pregnant paragraph : “ Short trip to India and back. 
‘ laeut. R. Maxie Taylor, of her Majesty’s 25th Regiment, em- 
‘ bnrkedon board one of the Oriental and Peninsular Company's 
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< Steamers on tlie 20tli of October last, and after reiuainiunr 
‘ twelve days at Madras, reached Southampton by the same 
* steamer on the 25th of January.” A man may go to India, 
transact his business there, and return to England^^llll^lf 
the time that it now takes him to make his way from lml|| 
to Australia. 

The difficulties here spoken of are quite sufficient to deter 
Anglo-Indian invalids from proceeding to the Australian colo- 
nies. If steam-communication were established between Sin- 
gapore and Sydney, we might be pretty sure that every vessel 
would convey to the latter place some members of the Com- 
pany’s service seeking health in that salubrious climate. Many 
of these would, not improbably, return at a future period 
permanently to Australia, “ with their wives, their families* 
and their pensions.” There are many amongst us, in the full 
vigour of their intellect and with unimpaired mental energies, 
whose physical constitution cannot bear up against the des- 
troying effects of an Indian climate ; but who in Europe, at the 
Cape of Good Hope, or in one of the Australian colonies, might 
enjoy an amount of bodily health and vigour not inferior to 
that possessed by their countrymen who have never rested be- 
neath a tropical sun. A portion of these would make excel- 
lent settlers ; accustomed to rough it during long and hazard- 
ous campaigns, and never, even in intervals of j)eaccrul repose 
in cantonments, habituated to the enjoyment of many of the 
luxuries and refinements of civilized life; contented at all times 
with somewhat rude accommodation, and never wanting in 
fertility of resource, they would soon accommodate themselves 
to the ways of bush life, and make their way as independent 
colonists. Others, trained to habits of business, would make ex- 
cellent public servants and members of Government, a«d 
might find much honorable and profitable employment at the 
different Australian presidencies. The more the principle of 
self-government is acknowledged, the better chance will there 
be for our Indian employes. They will not then have home 
jobbery to contend against ; but may take their stand upon 
their individual qualifications. The time, too, is not far distant 
when the defence of the colonies will be entrusted to the colo- 
iiists themselves. If we are not much mistaken, this, in due 
course, will open out a field of military employment to our 
retired officers, and to their sons after them. Unite India with 
Australia by a bridge of steamers, and we shall soon see men 
who have distinguished themselves in the one country betak- 
ing themselves to the other. England is not the place for our 
retired officers. A very few obtain employment there— so few, 
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indeed, that the names of those who are la Government or 
anjr kind of recognised employment at home would not occupy 
more than a line or two of’ this journal. But hundreds retire 
to ^/tfli^nd with n quarter of a century or more of good work 
ij^em* They are not used up.” Many, indeed, are full 
of intellectual energy, and, revived by residence in the bracing 
climate of the West, are in better working condition than ever. 
It is lamentable to think of the waste of administrative talent 
and experience, which is the necessary result of the translat- 
ing every year of so many able Company’s servants from 
Indian to English soil — from a life of business to one of utter 
inactivity. Even with a good income, the condition of the 
retired Company’s servant is rarely an enviable one. With 
scanty means, and perliaps a large family to provide for, 
it is often little better than a state of painful endurance. 
England, we repeat, is not the place for him. What we said 
in a former article about the advantages of settling at the 
Cape will, on the establishment of steam-communication be- 
tween Singapore and Sydney, be equally applicable to the 
case of the Australian colonies. There is, indeed, a wider and 
more diversified field of action ; and whatever may be the 
cause of the phaenomenon, it is undeniably apparent, that the 
South African colony is not progressing at the same rate 
as the group of Australian settlements. Let our retired 
and retiring officers think of this matter. It is well worth a 
thought. The settlement of the steam-question cannot be 
much longer deferred. It w^ants but this to render the Aus- 
tralian colonies readily accessible to the Anglo-Indian invalid. 
Le? no man visit these settlements on a brief furlough trip 
in search of health, without obtaining for himself all possible 
information relating to them, with especial regard to their 
eligibility, as places of permanent residence, after his time of 
service has expired, or the necessities of failing health compel 
him to tansplaut himself to a milder climate. He will find, if we 
mistake not, in these colonies, employment for his children, 
employment for himself. We need not now enlarge upon the 
subject. It is one that we purpose to keep steadily before us. 
These few hints will suffice for the present. We have but 
dimly shadowed forth the benefits which will accrue to the 
two countries from the establishment of steam-communication 
between India and Australia. It would be difficult, we believe, 
to exaggerate them. 
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Art. I. — Liie/f of the Lindsays ; or, A Memoir of the House of 
Cratcford and BalcarreSy by Lord Lindsay ; to which are 
added Extracts from the Official Correspondence of Alex- 
under y ISixth Earl of Balcarres, during the Maroon War ; 
together with personal narratives by his brothers^ the Hon. 
Robert^ Colins Janies^ John and Hugh Lindsay y and by his 
sister, Lady Anne Barnard. 3 vols. London. Murray. 1849, 


These volumes were written, printed, and reviewed by one 
inrtuential periodical, so long ago, that, although they were 
only published last year, they have already a flavour of anti- 
quity about them. We do not address ourselves to their 
consideration with less relish for that. It may be doubted 
whether the work, being bulky and costly, has found its way 
into extensive circulation in this part of the world. A largo 
proportion of our readers are probably unacquainted with its 
contents. And it is just one of those lively, gossiping, anec- 
(lotical books, which the Indian reviewer, who is compelled 
(for the most part)* to base his articles on somewhat weighty 
reports and solid parliamentary papers, seizes with avidity in 
the expectation of discovering, in its contents, some lighter mat- 
ter, wherewith to enliven the learned dulness of his pages. 

The Lives of the Lindsays is a book abounding in incident, 
and overflowing with personal anecdote. The greater part#f 
ilie work lies far away beyond our reach. We have nothing to 
do with the home-staying Lindsays. It is permitted to us only 
to gossip witli those who have qualified for the Oriental. We 
have fortunately, in the first line, a civilian and two soldiers on 
our list — to say nothing of a ship-captain, who, in due time, be- 
came a member of the Court of Directors ; and some distant 
t^ousins whom, perhaps, we may leave to themselves. Robert 
Lindsay w'ent out to India as aVriter; James and John fought 
Against Tippu. Their own narratives are contained in the 
third volume of the Lives of the Lindsaysy and some incident- 
a 1 notices of them may be collected from the preceding volume. 
We are not quite sure that, in every instance, these different 
narratives completely harmonize ; but we must not expect too 

F r 
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much from senile garrulity. It is something, when the talk of 
old people about themselves and their families is never by any 
means du//. 

Th^^mily of the Lindsays, with which we have to do, is 
tLfjit^R^ames, Earl of Balcarres, who commenced the family 
me^moirs. Eleven children were born to the Earl. Of these, 
Lady Anne Lindsay, afterwards Lady Anne Barnard, the au- 
thoress of the touching ballad of “ Auld Kobin Gray," was the 
eldest, the ablest, and the most interesting. For the liveliest 
portion of these volumes, we are indebted to her never-failing 
animal spirits, her pleasant humour, and her graphic style. 
After recording the event of her own birth, she says : — ‘‘ My 
‘ father’s patience was happily rewarded next year by the birth 
' of a son and heir, my dear Cummerland ; a twelve-month 
' after came my beloved Margaret ; Robert and Colin followed 
‘ them as soon as possible ; James, William, Charles, and John 
‘ did not lag long behind ; my dear little sister Elizabeth 

* almost closed the procession, though not entirely ; Hugh, 
‘ though last, not least beloved, finishes my list." Here was a 
family of eight sons and three daughters ; a wild and rebellious 
party, whom Lady Balcarres was obliged to keep under controul 
Avith a strong hand. Perhaps, there was a little too much of 
the “ iron rule.” “ Odsfish, madam," cried the Earl sometimes, 
when he found little misdemeanours punished as great crimes, 
“ you will break the spirits of my young troops. I will not have it 
‘ so.” No fear of that. The young troops grew up with spirit 
enough for all purposes; Lady Anne never lost hers to the 
latest day of her life. The house was turned into a sort of 
B^tille ; and there was a culprit sobbing in every closet. 
“ O my Lady, my Lady,” cried little Robert from his dark 
prison, “ whip mo and let me go, if you please.” Excellent 
Ifbbcrt !” exclaims Lady Anne — it is a touching apostrophe — 
“ let me be pardoned for a digression quite out of date ; but 
‘ can a better time ever arrive to prove how thoroughly good 

* minds pardon severity arising from right meanings, when I 
‘ mention that it is now, at the chateau of Balcarres, inhabited 
‘ by Robert, who well remembers the closet of his imprisonment, 
‘ that our dear old mother, encompassed by her grand-children, 
‘ derives from him and his excellent wife all the solaces of her 
‘♦extreme old age — eighty-five? It is wrong to tell this so soon; 

* but I may die; — so it shall be told now.” 

We are now fairly introduced to Robert. We see him crying, 
ns a baby, in the closet, and solacing his old mother, almost an 
old man himself. We must do something to fill up this interval 
of more than half-a-century. “ Robert and Colin,” writes Lady 
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Anu6 Barnard, were light and shade to each other. Though 
‘ we talk of them as children, their characters will do for life. 

‘ Robert was less handsome than his younger brother, but his 
‘ countenance had much of the hon ami in it. He possessed 
‘ sound sense without quick abilities, kind attachments ilMH^e- 

* volence without parade, bluntness and sweetness, with a natiN^ 
‘ mercantile genius for improving the two-pence per week, which 

* was allowed him for his menus plaisirs ; but, when improved, 

‘ it was at any body’s service, who needed it more than him- 

* self. Colin, on the other hand, had an elegant person and 

* accomplished mind ; he had oratory, dignity, and prodiga- 
‘ lity. Robert bought a knife for six-pence, used it for three 
‘ months, and sold it to Colin for a shilling: — Colin discovered 
‘ this, and complained of his brother in terms so judicious and 
‘ pathetic, that the whole family pronounced that Robert must 

* be a merchant, and Colin my Lord Chancellor. Robert was 
‘ forthwith destined to go to India, as a writer to the Company. 

‘ and Colin was bred to the Bar. 'Tis by trifles such as this, 

" that the destinies of mankind are generally decided.” 

Colin, however, entered the army, became a soldier, and a 
good one too; and died a general officer. As for Robert, it 
does not appear, from his own account of the matter, that he 
was forthwith destined for India on the strength of the mer- 
cantile transaction above recorded, and the premature develop- 
ment of commercial cleverness that it indicated. He seems 
rather to have been designed for an European mercantile career. 
At least, at the age of fourteen, he was carried off to Cadiz by 
a maternal uncle, and there settled for a time in a mercantile 
house — from which he was removed to another commercial 
establishment at Xeres, under the superintendence of Mr. (after- 
wards Sir James) Duff, a cousin of the Lindsays, “ with direc- 
tions to have him improved in the Spanish language witluiut 
delay.” To accomplish this, ho was entrusted to the tutorship 
of some Franciscan monks, who treated him very "kindly, and 
tried hard to convert him^to Papacy. “ Had I remained much 
‘longer there,” says Robert Lindsay, “they might have suc- 
ceeded. Fortunately, in four months, I was recalled to Cadiz, 
where the gaieties of the town soon made me forget the mys- 
teries of the convent.” 

Some months had passed away, and young Robert had “ nearly 
‘ made up his mind to continue in the house, when a circifhi- 
stauce occurred tp change his destination to a distant part of 
‘ the globe.” What this circumstance was, we are not in- 
formed. The distant part of the globe, however, was Bengal. 
In the spring of the year 1772, Robert Lindsay embarked for 
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Calcutta on board the Prince of Wales, East Indiaman — 
“ commanded by Captain Court, a peppery Welchman with 
‘ only one arm ; the other he had lost in a duel with one of his 
‘ p asseng ers, on a former voyage, regarding a young lady to 

* ffl|l^Sn,hey were both attached.” The first move of the young 
l^riter was an excellent one. In these times, the boy-civilian goes 
on board, with a capital cabin on the upper-deck, secured for him 
by Messrs. Grindlay or Barber, and elaborately fitted up by May- 
nard or Silver. He has not to struggle for a place, or to rub 
shoulders with his associates. His patrician sensibilities are 
not disturbed by any dread of gregarious publicity. He enjoys 
the privacy of his twelve-feet-by ten. It is his castle; his 
domain. He is “ like a star, and dwells apart." He can shed 
tears or disgorge his dinner in absolute exclusiveness — may 
write sonnets to Albion, practise on the flute, study Hindustani, 
or revel in the midshipman’s holiday of overhauling his kit, 
without an intrusive eye to mark his doings or interrupt his 
meditations. Tbree-quarters-of-a-century ago, a very different 
state of things obtained on board our Indiamen. The young 
writers and cadets had to fight for their berths in the steerage. 
First come, first served, fiver with his eye to the main chance, 
Kobert Lindsay determined to be first in the field. Whilst 
the other young men were staring about them, he quietly slip- 
ped below decks with a piece of chalk in his hand, selected the 
best berth in the writers' quarters, and wrote his name upon it. 
The other passengers remonstrated, and proposed to draw lots; 
but possession was nine points of the law ; and Robert Lindsay 
kept his berth throughout his voyage, which was a slow and 
not a very pleasant one. The passengers were badly fed ; and 
th?ro was a pack of hounds on board, who drank the water, and 
nearly brought on a mutiny. When the party disembarked, 
the chief officer told them that they “ would stow away better 
homeward bound,” — “and too truly,” adds Robert Lindsay, “ was 
‘ this verifeed ; for, upon embarking for Europe eighteen years 

* afterwards, and on looking over the icelancholy list, I could only 
‘ trace the names of five of my fellow-passengers in existence.” 

Robert Lindsay “landed in Calcutta, in September 1772, 

‘ in perfect health,” and waa soon appointed to do duty in the 
Accountant-Generars office. Warren Hastings was Governor- 
General. “ He was beloved and respected,” says Mr. Lindsay, 
“ oy Natives as well as Europeans and this is the testimony 
of one who belonged to the ranks of the enemy. “ I had resided 
‘ for nearly two years in Sir John Clavering’s society ; I was 
‘ therefore marked as a party-man, and passed over in the general 
‘ promotion.” The Provincial Council system was then in force; 
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and Robert Lindsay was before long appointed to a situation 
under the Dacca Council. Whilst thus employed, he cast 
his eyes longingly on Sylhet, and determined to make a bold 
move to get the management of the province into his hands. 
We will tell the story in the narrator s own words : — 

This district had for some years fallen under the superintondenceclb 
tlie Dacca Council : and, two years previous to my appointment, my friend, 
Mr. W. Holland, as one of the members of that Council, bad been deputed 
to effect a settlement witli the Sylhet landholders, with power to coss with 
revenue, or levy a rent from those lands held on military tenure. Such 
a transaction is seldom accomplished without much difficulty. 

Mr. Holland having finished his business in that troublesome settle* 
raent, returned to Dacca, and presented his rent-roll to Iho Council, 
amounting to no less than .£25,00u per annum ; but said at the same time, 
that they were a most turbulent people, and that it would require much 
trouble to realize it. The other members held the settlement in derision. 
My intimacy with Mr. Holland continued to increase. IJe was a man 
of high honour and principle, possessing a considerable fortune, which ho 
inherited from his father. In a confidential conversation with me, ho 
regretted that his health did not permit him to return to Sylhet, to complete 
the work he had so prosperously commenced. “ I am sensible,” said he, 

“ it will prove an arduous undertaking; and none hut a man possessed of a 
sound constitution, with great energy and determination, is fit for it.” I 
thought for some time, and, turning quickly round, I said, “ I kimw a 
man who will suit you exactly.” “And wlmro is he to bo found ?'’®sai(l 
Mr. Holland. I answered, “I am the man !” Upon which, my friend threw 
himself hack in bis chair, and, with a loud laugh, replied, “ Lindsay ! you 
aro the most impudent fellow alive ! Our estaldisliment is more than 
twenty ill number, eigliteen of whom would jump at the appointment; 
and here are you, the youngest of the whole, aspiring to it yourself!” 
“And can you blame me, iny friend,” said I, “ for looking to the top of 
tho tree ?” “ By no means, ” said he ; “ but how can the thing bo accom- 

plishcd ?” “ The thing is difficult I allow; hut, with such a friend as you, 

niuch may he effected ; may I look for your support at a future day, should 
1 be proposed by the other members in Council ?” “ You shall have it,” 

said he. All I then asked was, that he should not retire until I saw a 
little daylight in the business, and that, in tlie meanwhile, our conversa- 
tion should remain a secret ; to this ho willingly consented. * 

1 had now taken my ground, having left a favourable impression on Mr. 
Holland; and I well knew the high opinion the other members of the 
Council had of his judgment; l^ut to advance farther, without carefully 
probing my way, was dangerous. 

sfc >|« ♦ * * * 

Among tho numerous articles of commerce, carried on in tho interior 
of the Dacca district, salt is not the least considerable ; it is manufactured 
by the agents of Government on the sea-coast, and preserved as a monopoly 
for the benefit of the Company. At certain periods, it is brought up in largo 
boats to Dacca, and there exposed to public sale. My commercial educatidti 
ftt Cadiz ivas now beginning to show itself of use to me. In the mode 
of exposing the lots to sale, 1 could perceive no small intrigue was caiTy- 
iog on ; for I saw that the natives had not that free access to the public 
sale, to which they were entitled, and that the lots fell, as they were put 
op, to the dependants of the members in Council, who, by this means, gained 
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to titnaselm a m$iderable adhatage. A fair opuoitimu . 
now occurred^ of bettering myself without injury to tlie public 
conversed with a wealthy native on the subject, who fuJJy ent V- 
views and proposed to advance me a large sum of money upon 
ocri^jpkvided I would appear as the ostensible person, ^ /, in 

at the nest sale, and became a purchaser of Lit to th?exZ 

^oT'£ 20,000 : and the speculation turned out so well, as fully to enable nm 
to pay off all the debt I had contracted during my long residence in Cal- 
cutta, and to place a few thousand rupees in my pocket Nor was this the 
only advantage I gained by my well-timed energy. The system I had 
introduced was not altogether approved of by some of the members of 
the Council, as militating against certain rules they had laid down : and 
this, I have reason to think, soon after facilitated my removal far from 
Dacca. A happier man could not exist than I was at that period, clear 
of the world, with a lesson of experience. 

My friend, Mr. Holland, soon after informed me, that: he had made uii 
his mind not to return to Sylhet. I, then, for the first time, went to my 
friend, Mr. Rous, our resident, and laid my views before him, as to succeed^- 
ing Mr. Holland in his appointment. Ho answered coolly, that he sliould 
be happy to forward my views, but tliat he saw little prospect of my 
success, being the youngest member in the settlement. I owned the dilli- 
ciilty was great, but said, “ should my name be proposed in Council by the 
opposite party, 1 hope it may meet with your concurrence. ” To which lie 
cheerfully consented. Thus were two members gained ; I had only to look 
for a third to obtain a majority, and I addressed myself to John Shakespear, 
vvh^ had, at that time, tho lead in Council. 1 found that gentleman well 
inclined to serve mo; and be promised his support, under the stipulation 
that I would provide for two of his dependants : — that I, of course, agreed to ; 
and this same gentleman proposed my name next day in Council to succeed 
Mr. Holland, who resigned. This was unanimously agreed to: but it had 
tho effect of creating much discontent among tho junior servants of the 
settlement, who were all my seniors, none of whom* had the least idea of 
my looking up to an appointment so far above my standing in the service : 
and [they] determined among themselves to counteract it, as will appear 
in the sequel. 

We shall continue to let Robert Lindsay tell his own storv. 
Here he describes the mode in wliicli the revenue was collected : — 

•’ I have now to describe tho manner in which we received tho rents from 
tl)e country, and afterwards remitted them to Dacca. The actual collection 
amounted to 250,000 rupees. It is here natural to ask, how many cowries 
go to a rupee ? T give you a distinct answer .—four cowries make one oun 
da /twenty gundas make one pun ; sixteen puns make one eawn (kahm i 
and four cawns one rupee. Thus, when multiplied together, you will fin’d 
that the rupee contains 5,120 cowries ; again, multiply these by eight beiiiii 
the number of rupees in one 'pound sterling, and the produce is 40.000 
cowries m one pound. You may imagine then bow troublesome it was to 
manage this ponderous circulation, when received as the revenues of the 
country. It required in fact, many largo collars or warehouses to contain 
them, and, when finally collected for the year, a large fleet of boats to tran.s- 
portthem to Dacca. 


J his operation, in all its details, occasioned a loss of ten per 
e.xchisive of depredation on tho pjissage down. Until my nppoin 
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balance in the Treasiuy previous to embarkation ; but I was determined 
io shorten the process, and receive the shells by weight. The black 
[treasurer (who was a sagacious man) assured ^ae it was impossible ; with 

fthe high tone of authority, I told him, my orders must be obeyed a 

low bow was the consequence : the measure was filled, and I folt proud at 
my wisdom. I was absent for a few minutes, when, returning, I 
cowries just weighed had become one-third heavier without apparen^lll^ 
son,— the old treasurer betraying at the same time a sarcastic smil^ 
“ What is the cause of this, Kazanchy T “ Nothing, Sir, but a little sandi 
which will turn the scale at any time.” “ You are right, my friend ; but it 
is my turn next: we will now receive them by a given measure ; to this 
llioro cannot possibly be an objection.*’ “ Allow yolfr humble slave to 
suggest.” “ Suggest nothing ! my will must be the law the Kazanchy 
again bowed his head. The standard measure was accordingly made - and 
filled with much judgment, neither too high nor too low. An order’ was 
now made by the groat man to pass into a law, fixing the diameter of tho 
measure, when the old treasurer, stumbling as if by accident, across tho 
apartment, and hitting the measure with his toe, tho cowries subsided 
several inches, to bis no small amusement. The old man’s advice was at 
last resorted to, — that the cowries should in future be received in baskets, 
made to contain a certain given quantity, and five baskets in each hundred 
to be counted, so as to form an average : and it was wonderful with what 
case and nicety the business was conducted afterwards. Of cowries 1 had, in 
my oflPicial capacity as resident, to receive from the zemindars (landholders) 
annually to the amount of .£25,000 ; and, as I have already said, it was tlio 
custom to send the whole of these cowries to Dacca, where they were exposed 
to public sale ; but this practice, as will soon appear, was done away. 

But all the merchant was strong in Robert Lindsay ; and 
lie had not been long in Sylhet, before he began to cast about 
him for the means of realizing a fortune by trading in the 
produce of the district. “ My pay, as resident," bo said, “ did 
not exceed ^500 per annum, so that fortune could only bo 
acquired by my own industry." But bow was he to carry on 
extensive speculations without capital ? There was no Unioji 
Bank in Sylhet. The want of capital was a sad drawback to otic 
of Robert s enterprizing nature ; and he began to think bow lie 
could obviate the difficulty. At last be bit upon a device :-r- • 

But in order to set the various plans a-going, which were floating before 
me, one thing was wanting — ready money. The fickle goddess, however, 
having now taken mo by the hand, soon furnished mo with tho means of 
accomplishing my wishes, in a manner the most satisfactory and the most 
unexpected. 

Mr. Croftes, the Accountant-General, wished to provide for a favourite 
black writer, w'ho worked in his office. This man was a shrewd intelligent 
fellow; and it occurred to him that a considerable profit might be made 
horn the cowries under good management, provided a favourable contract 
eould be made with Government. Mr. Croftes therefore delivered in to tho 
Supremo Board, on behalf of his friend, an offer to purchase the whole of 
the cowries collected at Sylhet in the shape of revenue at a certain given 
price, the money payable two years after delivery. A copy of this offer 
w^ sent me up officially by the Secretary, desiring my opinion whether tho 
offer was adequate, or the reverse. 
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I now felt mysolf under a considerable dilemma, as I saw I was on tlirv 
♦point of becoming a cipher, dependent on a black man ; for it was evident 
that the person holding this ^contract would have an unbounded influence 
in the country, from the whole revenues centring in his hands. It became 
also a mat ter of the utmost delicacy, my attempting to give in a counter- 
proglBBriti my own name, more especially as tlie contract had never been 
j^KIicly advertized ; but, as the future value of my situation depended on 
*he result, I determined upon making a fair attempt to turn Mr. Lopez to 
good account. With this view, I told the Board, in my answer, that, 
having compared the offer, made by Mr. Lopez, with the actual sales made 
at Dacca for the la^ five years, I could not help reporting the price offered 
not unfavourable ; at the same time, I considered it my duty to say that 
the proposed term of payment, suspended for two years, was quite unrea- 
sonable; and r concluded by saying, that if the Board were satisfied with tlje 
price, and saw no impropriety in my holding the contract for five years, I 
would tender them payment in six months after the delivery. The Ac- 
countant-General had previously recommended the offer made by Mr. Lopez 
so strenuously, that my offer could not with propriety be refused ; and the 
contract of course fell to me. My friend, the Accountant-General, never 
forgave me for having thus outwitted him in the transaction, and he care- 
fully awaited the conclusion of the contract, when, to prevent my interfer- 
ing with his views a second time, the contract was advertized to be made 
by public sale at Calcutta at a distant day. But Mr. Lopez met with a 
second disappointment: a black man was also in attendance ; to him tlie 
contract was knocked dowm. 

I now had to address the Board once more on the same snhjoct, informing 
them that the native contractor was my own servant, but tliat, if any objec- 
tion was found to my holding the contract a second time, 1 would mo^t 
cheerfully resign it ; in reply, I was informed by the Secretary, that they 
had no objection to me whatever. From this signal piece of good hick, 
and from the conspicuous advantage I derived from the great command of 
money to carry on my commercial |)ursuits, I have to date the origin of tlie 
fortune I acquired in the Company s service. 

This was worthy of the genius of the boy, who bought his 
kj^ife for six-pence, and sold it to his brotlier fora shilling. It 
is not a bud specimen of tlie manner in which fortunes were 
realized, three-qnarters-of-a-century ago. 

•* A variety of anecdotes, illustrative of Robert Lindsay’s doings 
at Sylhet, are scattered over the narrative of his life. Here is 
n story of the sagacity of an elephant, which' is worth quot- 
ing : — 

One day I was dining in a largo company at Dacca. The conversation 
turned upon elephants. I was asked what food they chiefly lived upon, when 
ranging the forest. I said, the hill bambii ; and, when that was not to he 
had, branches of particular trees were broken off by them ; to effect wliich 
they would frequcntlv mount up with tbeir fore-feet, and fiven pull the tree 
down, when it was of a moderate size. Upon this there was a general laiigli 
'I'his nettled mo. Turning to Mr. Pottingor (for such w'as the name of our 
landlord) — “ Will you have the goodness to order out your elephant, and 
put the driver for half an hour under my orders?' This was accordingly 
done; and the party, full twenty in number, descended to the green to quiz 
the travollor. 
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I selected a tree, which I know the animal was fond of, and desired tha 
keeper to conduct him to the bottom, and allow him to break off and eat 
cue of tlfo lower branches. Having done this, I directed the driver to 
iimke him mount up with his fore-feet; the man, who was an inhabitant of 
(1,0 low country, sat on the anirnars neck, with his moutl, open^ot the 
least compro^ionding my meaning. Another long laugh from rnyWlLial 
hieiids. “Gentlemen, said I, “ the elephant has more sense thanairSW 
you. I then ordered the driver to spur him in the nock with his hook ; lie 
(Iki so, and the elephant raised liis foot against the tree. “ Strike harder ” 

1 ened;. and he raised his other foot. “ Harder still !'• he was now standing 
nearly perpendicular “ Now coax him— now prick hyn gently !” the am. 
nnd now understood him perfectly ; lie got the tree in motion, Jiis body 
acting as a lever, working away until the roots were distinctly lieard 
cracking , ho then threw his whole weight upon it, and came quietly 
down with It to the ground. The laugh was now on my side. The fact 
IS, the inhabitants of Calcutta and the towns bordering on the coast are 
as little acquainted with the customs of the interior, as they are in 
hngland, j ^ 

This last sentence might have been written yesterday. Tho 
Cockneyism ot the Ditchers is still a standing joke in the Mo- 
hissil. Tliere is a profound conviction in soino men's minds 
tliat wo still mistake elephants for mosquitoes. Klephants 
were tftuong the small articles of merchandise in which Robert 
landsuy traded'. 

Wo give the following anecdote, mainly because it embodies 
an lionourable trait of native character: — 

r have often heard my countrymen impeach the honesty of tho lower 
ranks of the natives of India. ]ii order to counteract this impression I 
take tins opportunity of relating a fact, which eau hardly bo instanced in 
niorc civilized society. I never had from Government a contract by which 
I could dispose ol my numerous elephants to advantage ; I therefore sent 
annually from Sylhot.froin one hundred and fifty to two hundred, divided 
into tour distinct flocks, or caravans. Tliey were put under charge of Llio 
common or menial of the lowest description, with directions to sell 
i»em, wherever a market could be found, at Delhi, beringapatom, llvdrabad 
01 iunal). iljese people were often absent eighteen months. On ono 
ccasiou, my servant JVlanu (already mentioned), after a twelve-montli s 
I isence, returned all covered with dust, and in appearance most miserable • 
i unlolded Ins girdle, and produced a scrap of paper of small dimensions! 
Hiicn proved to be a banker’s bill, amounting to three or four thousand 
pounds his own pay was thirty shillings sterling per montli. > had no 
htciirity whatever hut my experience of his integrity ; he might have gone oft* 
nil tho money if he pleased. But I never felt or shewed tho smallest 
ibtrust; and they always returned with bills to the full amount. When 
yiett India, Manii was still absent on one of these excursions; but he de- 
ivered to my agents as faithful an account of the produce, us he would have 
I *nyself. Can stronger proof of honesty be given than what I have 

now related ? I certainly was most fortunate in all my menial servants 
laving seldom or never changed them during a residence of eighteen years' 
acknowledge I give the preference to tho Hindu rather than 
► in lue Aluhammadun. 


G 0 
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Ship-building was also one of the civilian's mercantile pur- 
suits ; but less in the way of independent speculation, than as 
the means of affording facilities for the conveyance of his pro- 
the coast. Several anecdotes are told, relating to tlie 
these experiments. The last of them we subjoin : — 

have^till one aquatic adventure more to mention, in whicli a 
friend happened to have a concern. There chanced, at the close of Die 
Bbipping concern, to bo an overgrown lime-boat, or lighter, lying in the 
Sylbet river. A certain Captain Taylor, evidently not a little mad, had 
long petitioned me for employment without effect. At last, ho urged mo 
to put a deck on the lime-boat, and proposed to run her down before tlio 
wind to Madras. This I agreed to, upon the condition that the vessel, on 
her arrival, should he sold as fire-wood. Captain Taylor made out his 
voyage most successfully ; but, instead of breaking her up, as proposed, he 
changed the name .of the “ Golumpus ” to “ Prince William," bestowed 
abundance of yellow ochre on her sides, and advertised her in the public 
papers, “For Bengal direct; for freight and passage apply to Captain 
Taylor." My friend, John Carstairs, liad just arrived from England, and, 
reading the advertisement, the only question he asked was, “ Who is your 
owner?" Taylor answered, “The Hon. liobert Lindsay;” and Carstairs 
embarked nett day with a fair wind. 

It blew a gentle breeze^ not more than three knots, when the ship 
broached to ; all was soon put to rights. But this occurred agaiS more 
than once. “What is the meaning of this, Captain Taylor?" asked my 
friend. The Captain coolly replied, “ How can it ho otherwise, Sir? tho 
vessel has no keel ; her bottom is as fiat as a pan cake ; and she is no 
better than a duiig-barge 1" Carstairs, after studying tho features of Dio 
man, remained silent, trusting to Providence for tho resalt. Most fortu- 
nately tho weather continued fine, and the wind favourable ; — the smallest 
reverse would have sent them all to the bottom. 

I must conclude the history of my ships by quoting a paragraph from 
one of tho last letters I received from my mother in Bengal ; — “ I under- 
stand, my dear Robert, that you are a great ship-builder; your talents in 
tl^s line 1 do not dispute ; but I have one favour to ask of you, which is, 
that you will not come home in one of your own building — and I impli- 
citly followed her advice. 

♦ Well done, Lady Balcarres ! This touch of quiet satire is in- 
imitable. 

Robert Lindsay figures in all kinds of capacities. Before 
long \ye find him organising and commanding a local corps. 
Whether he made anything by it, does not appear ; but he saw 
some service ; put down several disturbances ; and seems al- 
together to have behaved with great gallantry and address. 
His life was more than once in danger from the treachery of 
his enemies. Here is an anecdote, which, coupled with other 
stories, demonstrates the unsettled state of the frontier in those 
days : — 

My friend, Robert Hamilton (a captain in the army, son of a gentleman 
of the same name, formerly laird of Kilbrackmont), came to pay me a 
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visit. We were sitting together at dinner, which had just come in, when 
my servant infonned me that a fdkir^ or mendicant priest, wished to 
speak with me on urgent business. Although the hour was unseasonable, 

1 desired him to be admitted. 1 was sitting at the top of the table, Hamib 
ton at the bottom, next the door ; — tlie priest entered, and stood imn^iate- 
ly behind him. He began his story by informing me that he had 
bed on entering the province, and that, being plundered of all he possessll^ 
he looked to me for redress. There was an imtation in his manner and a 
wildness in his eye ; and his right hand rested in the cummerbund, or cloth 
which encircled his body. His appearance alarmed me ; therefore, without 
changing my voice or manner, I saidi “ Hamilton I slip behind that man, 
and knock him down he hesitated — “ obey my orders !” Hamilton was 
a strong man, and, rising up, with a blow from behind laid the priest 
prostrate ; but in the act of falling, he aimed a blow at Hamilton with his 
poniard, which he had held concealed ; and, finding be had missed his aim, 
immediately* buried the eteel in his own breast. The priest fainted from 
loss of blood : — when, having recovered from his Swoon, I asked him what 
his motive was for this atrocious act, his answer <^as that of a madman, 

" that he was a messenger from God, sent to put to death the unbelievers.*' 
My suspicions were thus fully verified, and, had I not acted as I did, I 
must have fallen a sacrifice. 

In one affray, during the season of the Mohurrum, Robert 
Lindsay shot the leader of the insurgents — a priest of con- 
siderable rank” — at the head of his men. Many years after- 
wards, in England, he was reminded of the oirciimstanoe in a 
curious manner : — 

Before I quit tlie subject of the foregoing affray, I must return to tho 
death of tho high priest, and the old man lying wounded at my feet upon 
the top of tho hill — it being connected with tlie following singular occur- 
rence. In my domestic circle, long after my return to this country, I had 
more than once told tlie story relative to the death of the high priest. 

1 was listened to with interest, but was evidently allowed tho latitude 
of a traveller ; — when, more than twenty years afterwards, my veracity 
was fully confirmed in tho presence of my whole family. In taking x%y 
usual morning’s ride along tlio coast, I passed tho door of onr clergyman, 
my wortliy friend, Mr. Small. There f perceived a man standing dressed 
in full Eastern costume, witli turban, miistachios, trowsers, girdle, anj^. 
sandals. To his evident astonishment, I accosted him in his own lan- 
guage, — “ Where were you born ?" “ In Calcutta.” “ Jut badt — it is a 
lie,” said I ; “ your accent betrays you ; yofi must belong to a different part 
of the country.” You are right, Sir,” he replied, “ but how could I expect 
to be cross-questioned in a foreign land ?” With a salaam to tlie ground, 
ho asked my name, and where I lived. I pointed to the house on the hill, 
and desired him to call upon me next morning. 

He came accordingly, and my numerous family were all present at our con- 
versation in the Hindustani language. I first a.sked his name. “ Syed-iillah,” 
he answered. “ How came you to tell mo a lie, the first question I ever 
a.sked you?” “ You took me by surprise. Sir, by adJre.ssing me in my own 
language. Tho fact is, I was born at a place called Sylhet, in the kingdom of 
Bengal, and came here as servant to Mr. Small’s son, who was purser of the 
ahip. A gentleman of your name," he continued, “ was well known in that 
countiT, and in London. I endeavoured to find him out, but in vain, — nowhere 
could I trace him." “Suppose,” said I, looking him full in the face, “ that 





THE LINCSAYS IN INDIA. 


1 am the man?” He started back with horror in his countenance, “ What, 
did you kill the Pir Zada ?” (the son of the high priest). “ Yes,” I replieil, 
“ I did ; he attacked me sword in hand, and fell a victim to his own rash, 
ness.” Syed'uUah immediately recovered bis composure. When I asked 
him, was the ojnnion of the people on^hat subject, he answered, 

♦‘Sii^WtpprQved your conduct ; others disapproved and, putting his hand 
breast, with a slight inclination, said, “ 1 was but a boy.” “ Whene 
were you during the fray, Syoa-ullah ?” said 1. “ On the top ot the hill, near 

the houses and, with a harsher tone, he added “ you killed my father also.” 
“Was he an old man, Syed*ullah ?” “Yes” “Your fatlier was not 
killed in action; I saved his life myself;— am T right or wrong?” lio 
said, “ You are right ; he was severely wounded, and died in consequence 
some months afterwards.” 

Syed-ullah confirmed, in broken English, my former details on the subject, 
IIo would not allow that his father was actually the slave of the Ingli 
priest, but styled him his salt-eater, or dependant. He said ’that the Pir 
Zada and his two brothers fell in the affray, with several others of their 
adherents, but would gfVo no account bow tho disturbances originated, 
further than that the country was at that moment in a convulsed state. 
He, afterwards, at tho desire of tho ladies, entered into a minnto detail of 
the history of his country, stating, in every instanco, things as he wished 
them to appear, not as they actually were. Ho was asked what was his 
particular talent ? to which ho replied, that ho had been long famed for 
dressing tho host curry in tho world, and that ho always carried ahout 
with him part of tho ingredients. Ho was desired to return next day, when 
tho other matorials should bo j)rovidcd. 

Tho following morning the family governess appeared as usual at break- 
fast ; her manners were embarrassed, and sbe evidently wished to communi- 
cato something of importance. “ I am sensible,” said sho^ “ that no atten- 
tion should he paid to dreams, but,” bursting into tears, “ when a scene is 
represented in stich dreadful colours as it occurred to mo last night, I should 
ho more tluin culpable if 1 did not do cverytliing in my power to avert 
tlio calamity, with which tho whole family is threatened. I dreamt, JMrs. 
Lindsay, that a black man came from the extremity of tlm East, and 
poisoned Mr. I.indsay and his whole family; and 1 beg and entreat, ns 
y(Al value yotir lives and happiness, that tho curry may not be put on tho 
table, or the cousequences may bo dreadful !” 

In spite of this good lady's advice, Syed-ullah attended at the pioper 
Ifbur, and prepared a curry to suit my j)alate, when, just before dinner, 
an audience was demanded by Mrs Lawson, tho old house-keeper in the 
next room; when, with much agitation, she said, “ Y'ou know, Madam,! 
am not a])ttobe troublesome about trifles, hut I tliiuk it my duty to mention 
that I narrowly watched the dressing of this curry, and not in one single 
instanco could 1 trace tho man tasting the dish himself. 1 told him lie 
surely had not put in sufficient salt; but no — no — he knows too well wliat 
ho is about; therefore pray. Ma’am, prevent Mr. Lindsay from eating this 
curry ” The same remonstrance was re-echoed by my whole frfmily : — 
never was a dish better dressed, and never did 1 make a more hearty 
dinner. 

I w'as well aware of Syed-uHah’s reasons for not tasting tho curry. Tho 
fowls, of which it was composed, were killed by the cook : had ho drawn 
the blood, aud«aid the usual prayer, he would have had no scruples. And 
thus finishes the story of Syed-ullah and tho Pir Zada. 

With one more of these Anecdotes of an Indian life,” we 
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0 iust conclude our extracts from Robert Lindsay s narrative. 
The follovring story might doubtless be capped from among the 
records of the long engagements of modern times : — 


During my absence a ucilel event had happened in our i nfant s ettle- 

ment. My assistant, W H , had taken to himself a 

Kuropean lady, who had appeared at Sylhot. The superior charms 
fair one had long been the private topic of hid conversation, and her min® 
tiiro, suspended at his neck, pourtrayed a most lovely young creature. Her 
appearance, most assuredly, made me betray symptoms of disappointment, 
as she was directly the reverse of her picture. The connection originated 
in an early school acquaintance, succeeded by along correspondence, which 
was nourished into Platonic love of the most sentimental kind; and, when they 
met in India, it terminated in grievous disappointment on both sides; 
and to such an alarming height did their warfare arise, that t thought it 
my duty to interfere in order to secure to the fair lady the respect due to 
her sex; but in doing so, I only betrayed my own ignorance of mankind, 
and brought upon my shoulders, as may well bo supposed, the resentment 
of both man and wife. This connection, however, soon drove the poor 
devil to his bottle, to which he soon after fell a victim. 


In 1789, having amassed a considerable fortune, Robert Lind- 
say returned to England. He had previously purchased nn 
estate in the nortli. The history of the purchase is character- 
istic. A friend lent him some Scotch papers, in which he saw an 
advertisement, offering some estates for sale, and intimating that 
the purchase-money might remain in the hands of the buyer 
fora term of years. “It immediately struck me," says Robert 
Lindsay, “ that upon such favourable terms, I or any man migljt 
‘ become a landed proprietor. I, therefore, without a moment’s 
‘ delay, despatched a letter to my mother, vesting Ijer witli 
‘ full authority to purchase. This she accomplished with equal 
‘ promptitude, purchasing, at that happy moment, the estate of 
' Lenchars for X'8 1,000, which, most assuredly, is now wc«*th 

* double tlie money or more.*' Fortunate Robert Lindsay I 
The six-pence had become a shilling again. 

And so we have seen Robert Lindsay, in the words of (ho au- 
thor of the “ assuming by turns (as circumstances pre- 

‘ sented occasion) the character of a soldier, magistrate, politi- 
‘ cal agent, farmer, ornamental gardener, elepliant catcher, 

‘ tiger-liunter, ship-builder, lime njanufacturer, physician and 
‘ surgeon ; triumphing over difficulties, and availing himself 

* of every honorable resource towards the realization of that 
‘ affluence, which might enable him to return to his beloved 
‘ Scotland and now we see him returned — already a landed 
proprietor, and about to become a husband and father. Ho 
married his cousin, Miss Dick of Preston field, “yhom he had 
‘ marked for his own, when she was yet a child, before he went 
‘ to India." The marriage was in every respect a happy one, and 
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contributed/' as Lord Lindsay writes, many descendants to the 
family pedigree. 

There is a story told, regarding a brother of Mrs. Robert 
Lindsay — j,he present Sir Robert Keith |pck Cunningham, Bart, 
of B^Kffrifield — so honourable to all concerned, and so interest- 
itself, that we are truly glad that it comes legitimately 
wuhin our province to quote it : — Amidst the many cruel emo- 
tions," says Lady Anne, “ that arose to Diindas, on an occasion 
‘ when men were proved, (his trial), I saw a pleasurable one 

* flow from his eyes in a flood of tears, which seemed to do him 
‘ good. A young man, the younger brother of my sister-in- 
‘ law, Mrs. Robert Lindsay, was sent, when quite a boy, to the 
‘ East Indies by Lord Melville, as a writer. His industry and 

* abilities gave him a little early prosperity ; he heard of this 
‘ attack on Dundas ; ho venerated him; he knew, he was not a 

* man of fortune ; he had made five thousand pounds, or more; 

' and in words the most alfectionate and respectful, manly and 
‘ kind, he remitted to him an order for the money, should he 

* have occasion for it, to assist in defraying the heavy expense 

* he must ho put to. It wms a sw'cet letter, generous and prin- 
‘ cipled, such us any one of that excellent family would write 

* in similar circumstances. Dundas read it to me with an 
‘ exultation of satisfaction, together witlj his own reply. 

“ ‘I have never beheld a countenance but one,' said he, ‘ that 
‘ did not feel this letter as it ouglit, when I read it, and that 

* one was my daughter-in-law’s, before she knew I had refused 
‘ it.’ ‘ I hope,’ slio said, ‘that, while my purse is full, you never 

* will receive aid from a stranger.’ I knew she spoke as she 
‘ felt. To find two such people at such a moment, is it not worth 
‘ fif'scoro of desertions ? ’’ 

A few words more about Robert Lindsay. Though the cora- 
mijrcial spirit was so strong within him, he was truly a liberal 
and genorons man. He settled an annuity on his mother; ho 
contributed largely towards the disencumbering of the Balcarres 
estates; his house and his purse were always open to any mem- 
ber of his family; and many were they, who partook of his 
hospitality. Old Lady Balcarres, sitting in her easy chair, the 
centre of that large family group, has a very venerable aspect ; 
and there is something very touching in the record of her last 
days — so cheerful, so sunny, so Christian — as set forth by the 
graceful pen of Lady Anne Barnard. She lived to the age of 
ninety-three in Robert’s house, believing at last that the patri- 
archal house^f Balcarres was her own, and that Robert and 
his wife were her guests. “A portion of every day," says Lady 
Anno Barnard, “ was spent by them in her bedroom." Sho 
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died at last in 1820. In 183G, Eobert Lindsay followed her 
to the grave. He was in his eighty-third year. “ The little birds 
‘ sang, and the blue sky bent over ns,** writes Lord Lindsay, 
' as we committed hi^honored remains to the ki ydred dust 
‘ of Balcarres — the Liirasays* friend of many generaftlH^^ie 
‘ venerable Bishop Low, performing the Iftst offices.'* 

Following Robert Lindsay’s “Anecdotes of an Indian Life,” 
we have “ two narratives of the proceedings of the British 
Army under General Hector Munro and Colonel Baillie, and of 
the Battle of Conjeveram, September 10, 1780, in which the 
division under Colonel Baillie was either out to pieces, or taken 
prisoners ; — by the Hon’ble James and John Lindsay, 73rd High- 
landers.” We pass over these, to stop at the more interesting 
Journal of John Lindsay’s imprisonment in Seringnpatam, 
from the lOth of September 1780, to the 17th April 1784. 
He was one of the few survivors of Baillie’s unfortunate de- 
tachment after the miserable affair of Conjeveram. His com- 
pany was cut to pieces, and he himself narrowly escaped being 
trodden to death by the enemy’s horse, or smothered by heaps 
of the dead and the dying. He had in his pocket a bag con- 
taining two hundred pagodas; and it occurred to him that the 
treasure might be the means of saving his life : — - 

T therefore looked around me to observe the different countenances of 
the horsemen, and, thinking that I had distinguished one, whose look was 
less ferocious than the rest, I pulled out my bag of pagodas, and beckoned 
him to approach me ; which he instantly did, put up his sword, and dis* 
mounted. I immediately delivered him the bag; he seemed surprised 
and pleased at the magnitude of its contents, wliich gave mo the most 
sanguine expectations. After be bad nut it up, he demanded niy accoutre- 
ments, which I instantly took off, and presented to him ; I now thouglit be 
would have gone no fartlier, but (one ’after the other) he stripped «me 
ofeverythiug except my breeches and one-half of my shirt, — having torn off 
the other to tie up my otlier siiirts iu a bundle. Though much concerned 
at being thus stripped naked, after the part T had acted towards hirrj? I 
liowever made no doubt hut tliat he would grant me his protection, espe- 
cially when J saw him mount his horse; which he, however, had no sooner 
done, than ho drew his sabre, and, after giving me two or three wounds, 
instantly rode off, leaving me stung with rago, and laying the blame upon 
myself, for having called him towards me. After some minutes, what with 
the loss of blood and the intense heat of the snn, J fainted away, fully 
convinced that I was expiring, and pleased to think my last moments were 
60 gentle. 

Roused from his insensibility by a dreadful pain in bis shoul- 
der-blade, he discovered that a pike, which had passed through 
the body of a dead man lying upon him, had pierced his own 
flesh. A man of his company saw him, and calkd out to. ask 
him, if he were dead. “ Not yet, but near about it,” was the 
answer. Some French Hussars here came up ; and, having 
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been pulled by the hair of his head out of the dense mass of 
humanity, in which he was so jammed as to be incapable of 
moving, they carried him to Lally. “ The French Commander,” 
says John^indsay, “immediately camtf^ to me, expressed his 
‘ culPffn at ray situation, ordered my woiinds to be bound up, 
placed me upoif one of his elephants.” A French officer, 
named Le Roy, wlio had saved him from being cut down by 
Hyder’s horse, gave him some soup, and a shirt and long-drawers, 
which he liad “ great want of, as his skin was one entire blister 
from the heat of the sun.” 

Here lie got a glimpse of the redoubtable Hyder himself, in 
the exLiltalion of victory. 

1, at this moment,” writes Mr. Lindsay, “ had a distinct view 
‘ of Hyder’s army, — his infantry nuircliing in tlie most regular 
munner to English music, and his cavalry bn the Hanks. Hy- 
* der Ali himself was riding at the head of one of his battalions, 
upon a small dun horse, and dressed in a blue silk jacket and 
a red turban. He came riding up to Lally, with whom he con- 
‘ versed in the most familiar manner, and appeared vastly 
pleased, bursting out into fits of laughter.” 

Next day, Hyder sent orders that all the prisoners should be 
given up to him ; and the French officers obeyed with manifest 
regret : — 

At this instant the guards camo in, and, in a tluindering manner, drove 
us before tlieni, like a Hock of shoop, loading us with blows, because onr 
wounds prevented us from walking fast. In this manner wo were conduettd 
helore Hyder, wlio, after looking at us all, and taking down our names, de- 
sired us now logo to our quarters, and to eat, drink, sleep, and be happy. 
'I'his speccli gave us all great comfort, and wo were taken out of his pre- 
Bonco. When I came oiit, a ffgiure, covered all over with blood, camo 
liiif^)ing up to me, and called me by my name, which, from the voice, I soon 
discovered was my old friend, David Baird; this was a most welcome, 
meeting to both of ns. 

*iiis fortune had not been quite so good as mine, for bo had been, like 
mo, stripped, worse wounded, and had lain nil the day and the following 
ijight on the Held of battle — every horseman thinking him so badly wounded, 
that they would not be at tho ti'ouble of conducting him into the camp; 
ho had, however, made a shift to come in of himself, and now declared that 
the only pain he felt at that lime was violent hunger. I informed him of 
llyder’s speech to us, which much pleased him. 

'rowurds the evening. Colonel Buillie and fifty-eight officers 
were collected together. Tlie French officers subscribed 400 
pagodas for their use. On the 16th, the guards informed Baillie 
that all the prisoners were to be sent away, except himself and 
those next in rank to him. Of these Colonel Baillie kept 
David Baird, John Lindsay, and a few others. “We were per- 
mitted, says Lindsay, “ to go and see the men of ourcompanv, 
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/ to bid them farewell. When they saw that we were in as de- 
‘ plorable a situation as themselves* they burst into tears, and 
‘ only hoped that the day would come, that would give them 
‘ ample revenge for o||| sufferings.'* Shortly aftenii^jrds. the 
officers were put into a tent — the first shelter they hadelfl^^d 
since their capture — and there John Lindsay was joined by oi^ 
of his old servants. ‘"As I was extremely ill,” he writes, “I 
‘ gave him all my treasure, amounting to fifteen rupees, to take 
‘ care of for me ; but the treacherous villain, as soon as ho had 
‘ got my all, left me, and I never saw him afterwards.” It was 
hard to say whether friends or enemies treated him worse. 
Another mortification was in store for him : — 

On the 28th, they, to our great joy, brought into our tent eight baskota 
of liquor, with a letter from a French correspondent of Baillie’s in Pondi- 
clierry, desiring that he would sign n receipt for the liquor, that ho might 
know if we got it ; therefore, upon pen and ink being brought, Baillio signed 
the receipt. Some time after, Kistnarow came, and asked, “ if we liked 
wine ?” and upon our answering that wo did, ho ordered the guard to take 
the baskets away, saying that he would take care of it for us : but we never 
saw the wine afterwards. 

This behaviour, joined with our former treatment, made us almost des- 
perate ; and wo determined to treat him ever afterwards with the most 
pointed contempt. Accordingly the next time ho came, instead ot getting 
up and saluting him in the servile manner we had hitherto done, we sat 
still upon the ground, without taking the least notice of him. He therefore 
soon went away much dis])leased. We amused ourselves with the idea of 
treating him with the most mortifying contempt, and some days elapsed 
before wo saw any thing more of him. 

The next passage we have marked is more cheering. The 
picture is not one unvarying surface of human depravity : — 

At tliis time a sepoy of our guard came up to me, and, after standing 
by me for some minutes, told mo that ho would prepare me some medicito 
if i would take it. 1 told him tliat I would thankfully take any thing that 
lie would give me, but that 1 had no mouey to pay him for it. He said 
that he did not want any money from a prisoner, and then went away. Ill 
a few minutes be came back, and brought with him three green pome- 
granates and a large bowl of sour milk ; and, after mixing the fruit with hia 
bands in the milk, having previously masbed them into a ball upon a 
stone, he desired me to drink it. In any other situation, I would certainly 
have refused to take such a medicine, but, as it was, I took it, and with 
great loathing drank it off, it having a most dreadful taste. He then desired 
me to endeavour to sleep, which I did ; and, in a lew hours afterwards, 1 
awakened much better, my fever having abated, and my Ihix was not nearly 
so severe ; and, for the first time since I left Arcot, I eat a little boiled rico. 

The next morning the sejioy came to see me, and was much rejoiced at see- 
ing me 80 much better. 1 told him that I owed him my life, and thafrj 
although I was poor here, 1 had plenty of moneV in my own country, and 
that I would reward him for it, if ever I returned. Ho th^ told me that 
ho was not very rich himself, as his pay was only a pagoefa and a half a 
month — and, at the same time, drew out his little purse, and offered me a 
This generous behaviour, so different from what 1 had hitherto cx 
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pericnccd, drew tears from my eyes, and I thanked him for his generosity^ 
but would not take his money. 

This is on many accounts worth noting. It sets forth a cure 
for dvaenjtpry* ^ith which we siisj^ect th^aculty is unacquainted, 
^^ipthe 6th of November, the pany of wretched captives 
opposite Seringapatam. They were “ conducted through 
various windings and turnings into the middle of the fort, ' 
Bumnioned before the Killadar, exposed to a fire of ridiculous 
questions from that worthy, and there consigned to their place 

of imprisonment. “ The house was in the shape of an 

‘ oblong square, with high walls, from which projected inwards 
‘ a single-tiled roof in the form of a shed, and open on all 

* sides ; and in the four angles of the house were four small 
' rooms, or rather dungeons, without windows or the smallest 
‘ portion of light. In the centre of this building, there was au 

* open space of a few yards for the air to come in, and on the 
‘ outside a very high wall, built at the distance of ten yards, in 

* order to make the place of our confinement more secure from 
‘ the least possibility of escape." Into this place were the un- 
happy ])risoners thrust. Their gaoler was a Havildar, named 
Mobet Khan. “ His appearance was the most villainous that 
could be conceived;" and his captives very soon discovered that 
he was “ as bad^as he looked." 

We now come to the record of the long and painful captivity. 
The extracts which we have marked call for little comment. 
In the following we catch a glimpse of 

THE PENALTIES AND RESOURCES OF PRISON LIFE. 

On the 20th, the killadar came in a great hurry to our prison, with all 
his attendants, and, after callfhg us out of our berths, he sent in the guards 
to bring out every thing belonging to iis. All our bundles were accordingly 
displayed before him ; and he found that we had amongst us six knives 
apd forks, and two razors, which, he said, were very iinpropei things for pri- 
soners to have amongst them; and they were accordingly given to Mobet 
Khan, with orders to let us have them in the course of the day, but always 
to put them under the charge of the guard during the night. The razors, 
he said, miglit l>e allowed us Once a week ; but that two sepoys, with drawn 
swords, were to stand over us, while we were shaving, in order, as they said, 
to prevent us cutting our throats. Six books were likewise found amongst 
us, viz. the first volume of Smollett’s History of England, the third of 
Pope, the half of Johnson's Dictionary, a Prayer Book, and Mrs. Glass 
upon the art of cookery. These were seized in the same manner, but with 
particular injutictions to the guard, to deliver them out at sunrise, and to 
take them “back at sunset, from the supposition that, with the assistance of 
books, in the night, Europ^pans could do a great deal of mischief, if left to 
tboiuselves Our increase of numbers made us fall upon various methods 
of exercising our geniuses in making little nick-nacks and necessaiy 
articles, in order to make our situation as comfortable as possible, so that 
our ingenuity being every day called into fresh exertions, and assisted 
by one another, every one in a short time was provided with a cot to sleep 
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«pon, a table, and a stool. For my part, I was a very bad carpenter, and 
was accordingly assisted in that branch by one of my companions ; and, 
as r had become an exceedingly good tailor, and had now three shirts 
and three pair of trousers, of my own making, 1 therefore mdde the 
clothes of those, who helped^e in other respects. 

KEEPING THE NEW YEAR. 

January 1781. — As we had, sometime past, been determined to keep 

tlio New Year as comfortably as our circumstances would permit, we had 
ever since the arrival of the Arni prisoners, been at great trouble and 
cxpence in fattening a bullock, which one of the gentlemen had purchased 
in the Carnatic, and which had been preserved to make a good feast for us 
upon this day : — and it had been for a longtime the most agreeable subject 
or our conversation, the excellent dishes that he would produce. We 
therefore told Mohet Khan in the evening that we wanted to kill him, and 
requested that he would bring the fakir to perform the usual ceremony ; 
hilt, instead of complying with our desire, he abused us in the most shame- 
fill manner, saying that we were a parcel of thieves, and that we had stojeu 
the bullock from some of the Nabob’s villages upon the road. It was in 
vain that we protested that we had purchased him in the Carnatic ; ho did 
not choose to believe us, but immediately sent to tho cutcheiTv, and made 
his complaint to the killadar ; who, upon the representation of MobetKban, 
ordered the bullock to bo taken away from us, and by this means our long 
expected feast was disappointed. 

PRISON EMPLOYMENT. 

We had now for some days past been engaged in purchasing leather 
to make a kind of spatterdashes for our ankles, in order^o make tho irons 
lie a little easier upon our legs; and, with this assistance, we were enabled 
to walk a little without much paiu; but as the liuk from ring to ring was 
not above eight inches in length, our step was so much confined, that a very 
little exertion in walking fatigued us, so that we could not take the daily 
exercise as usual. We were obliged to fall upon other means to amuso 
ourselves, and with the assistance of cards, made of coaise jiaper and 
cloth, and backgammon tables, which W 0 |^ade of stripes of bamhu 
(wliich two u nicies wo, in time, arrived at great perfection in), wo anuistid 
our tedious hours. Our prison was now swarming with innumerable quan- 
tuies of largo rats, and we laid wagers who would kill the greatest number 
ill twenty-four hours; so that the exertions of a number of us, that werqi 
occupied witli a desire of exiirpating those vermin, were so successful, that, 
iu a few hours, we often destroyed upwards of a hundred; and as the 
sepo}8 have not the aversion to that animal that Europeans Iiave, they 
took them to make curries of. 

In the following, under date May 25th, we see what were the 
feelings of the officers on hearing, that some of their unfortunate 
men had been Muhammadanized. The reader may compare the 
following with some extracts from Soiirry's narrative, to be found 
.in a former article on “ Eastern Captivity : " — 

May 2bth , — We were this day greatly surprised, upon our looking out 
upon the grand parade, to see a number of white men, clothed in the 
^lahometan dress, exercising the black people after the English descrip- 
tion. Upon our enquiring of the sepoys of our guard what they were, 
they informed us inat they were some of our private soldiers, who, being 
tired at the length of their confinement, had entered into the Bahadui’^s 
service, and tmned Mussulmans. This account gave ui the greatest grief ; 
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and we could not help believing it to be true when we b&w them plaiuJv 
before our eyes. We therefore tn&de no scruple to condemn them as a 
parcel of villains, that had abandoned their country, and who deserved 
death, ir they were ever caught; a few days however after this, we received 
a lette^QpHWhe soldiers’ prison, informing us that the killadar had selected 
fromit^Dgst them all the young men, and asked them to enter into the 
jjffthdur's service, which they refused : upon which he, with the assistance 
of a strong guard, dragged them out by force from their companions ; and 
that they were unacquainted with what had become of them since, or for 
what purpose they were separated from them. 

In the next passage we again see what were 

THE OCCUPATIONS AND AMUSEMENTS OF CAPTIVITY. 

Monday. — Play at cards, or catch rats and mice, during the forenoon; the 
servants come back; ray man, Mutu, tells me there are no news to-day, 
and that every thing is dear in the bazaar — am obliged to dine to-day upon 
rice and ghi — suspect that Mutu has cheated me of some of my rice — am 
resolved to watch him — am obliged to eat moderately at present, as my 
shirts are worn out, and am saving money to buy a piece of cloth ; it 
will be more than six weeks, before 1 shall be able to buy others. 

Tuesday. — Get up in the morning at the usual time — go through the 
usual ceremonies— look out at ray peep hole — see a vast number of Brah- 
min girls going down to the river to wash — four or five hundred horse pass 
by, guarding a multitude of the Carnatic inhabitants — a Moorman of high 
family, celebrating his marriage, passes by in great state, and his wife in 
a covered palanquin — two old Moormen under the house scolding — a 
crowd of people around them, to whom they are telling their story — shut 
my tile, for fear thef should look and observe me — to-day have curry and 

rice for my dinner, — and plenty of it, as C , my mess-mate, has got the 

gripes, and cannot cat his allowance. 

Wednesday. — Finish a pack of cards to-day ; the workmanship is mucli 

admired ; B likewise finishes a backgammon table — soil my cards for 

a* fanam. Have the itch for some time past owing to the bad water — the 
dog oats up half a fauam’s worth of brimstone and butter — threaten to kill 

him if ever I catch him in berth — D , to whom he belongs, says I 

dare not hold an argument on that point — a very disagreeable day — a very 
unwholesome smell in the prison from the quantity of stagnated water and 
rubbish ; the rain comes through the roof of the house and wets every 
thing. 

Thursday. — To-day have some stewed mutton and bread for my dinner, 
it is very good — and not near enough of it, as it is a very expensive din- 
ner. Sheikli Hussein, upon guard, tells me that our army has beat the Ba* 
hkdur, and that peace was making ; another sepoy in the afternoon, tells 
us that the Bahadur had destroyed our army, and was besieging Madras. 
A great number of people at exercise upon the parade ; the Europeans 
make signs to us, for which we observe a Moorman boating them— look 
towards Colonel Baillie’s prison ; make signs to one another — wTestle in. play 
with Baird ; his foot catches in the chains of my iron, and throws him 
down, and scratches his face — Bruin* is going to thrash me for fighting — says, 
that i am the property of the Bahadur — that I must neither lame myself, 
nor any of my companions. 

And 80 tlio year 1781 passed away. In the middle of the 
following year we find John Lindsay lamenting the increased 


• Mobet Khan. 
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painfiiluess of their situation, owing to their augmented num- 
bers 

Our prison, that was before too small, we now found beyond measure in- 
tolerable ; and, although we were now permitted to occupy theater square, 
yet the increase of our numbers, and the bad quality of tli^l|H||used 
almost every one in our jail to be taken ill; and, to complete our^^ 
fortunes, the monsoon season set in, in a much severer manner than usuot*, 
aud, what with the quantity of rain that overflowed our prison, the badness 
of the water that we were obliged to make use of, and our want of clothes to 
shelter us from the inclemencies of the weather, a kind of disorder, like the 
jail distemper, had crept in amongst us. Myself and four others were attack- 
ed more severely than the rest with violent bloody fluxes ; and, as we were in 
a very dangerous situation, we made repeated applications for the European 
Surgeon to be permitted to come and assist us, which the killadar told us 
he could not allow ; but, if we chose, he would send us some black doctors. 

I positively refused to put myself under their charge, and said I would 
rather let my disorder take its course ; but the other four, who were rather 
worse than me, said they would put themselves under their directions. The 
Surgeons therefore came, and, without giving them any previous medicines 
in order to remove the cause of their complaint, they administered largo 
quantities of opium, which immediately stopped their flux, and the conse- 
quence of it was, that they all died in twenty-four hours, of mortification in 
the bowels. ^ 

These officers appear to have been Lieut. Lind, Mr. Hope, 
Captain Lucas, and Ensign Maconochie. Captain David Baird 
was, at this time, suffering dreadfully from dysentery. “ He used,'* 
says Mr. Hook, often to describe the tortures of recovery." 
His hunger ^Yas so extreme, that the “ inclination he felt to snatch 
‘ a portion of their food from others was almost unconquerable, 
‘ and that, if the least morsel was left by any of them, he 
‘ swallowed it with the greatest eagerness and delight." Most 
men, who have suffered under the dreadful disease indicated, 
know well what are the after-pains of the hungry recovery. -• 

We must pass on hurriedly to the conclusion. In Decem- 
ber 1783, after recording the change of the prison-guard, and 
the fact that “ a Moorman of rank and dignified manners" had 
taken command, John Lindsay writes as follows. He had then 
been more than three years in captivity : — 

A few days after this event, one of the sepoys on the guard informed one 
of the prisoners that, as he had formerly been in the English service, and 
had experienced the best of treatment, he would reveal to him a secret 
respecting the officers of Matthew’s army, that had been sent to Kavel 
Drug. He said that these prisoners, consisting of sixteen captains, a 
major, and the commissary guard of the army had, immediately on their 
arrival at that place, been put in irons, and that their allowance of provi- 
sions was the same as ours, — that their treatment in other respects had 
been harder: and that, the day before this, he had belonged to a guard that 
had been sent from another garrison to relieve the one that was over these 
prisoners, — that, on the second day of the new guard's being there, the 
commandant of it put himself in the evening at the head of most of the 
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troops in the place, and repaired to the prison, attended by some persons, who 
held in their hands bowls of green liquid — that the prisoners were ordered 
to advance two by two, and the commander informed them that it was the 
Nabob’s orders that they should drink the liquor contained in these bowls : 
the m^QM0 seemed to be astonished, and refused to comply with the 
ordajjiPma requested leave to consult with one another, which was allpw- 
result was, that, although they had committed no crime against 
Tippu Sultan, they nevertheless feared that it was his intention to take 
their lives, and declared that they would not take the drink. 

The commandant informed them at once, tljat tlie drink offered to them 
was poison ; that it was the Nabob's orders; that it was, he assured them, 
a pleasant, easy death ; but that, if they persisted in refusing it, they were 
to be seized and tied, and thrown alive down the precipice of Kavel Driig 
mountain ; ho declared that he was strictly to perform his orders, again 
recommended the drink, and allowed them an hour to determine. When 
the time had expired, they advanced to the commandant, and informed him 
they were ready to drink the poison ; but that they did not doubt but that 
the day would arrive, when 'Tippu Sultan would meet the just reward of 
his inhuman cruelty, exercised so wantonly on a set of innocent men. They 
then drank the poison, which operated with violence upon some : but, in 
the space of one hour, the bodies of all were extended lifeless before tlio 
commandant; and as there was no farther occasion for so great a force in 
Kavel Drug, ho (our informantj, with some others, had been sent to rein- 
force the guard over us. 

But the worst was now over. A few days afterwards their 
irons were struck off. The happy event is thus recorded : — 

December 2^nd . — In the afternoon two Brahmins, accompanied by a Moor- 
man of rank, came to the door of our prison, and, calling out my name and 
those of two other ollicers, desired us to come forward; and tlien the Brali- 
mins said, they had orders to take us out of prison, and conduct us to the 
Governor. I immediately declared, that having been confined in this dungeon 
upwards of three years and a half in lieavy chains, and with iny body reduced 
to a perfect skeleton by long sickness, I was resolved not to separate myself 
from my fellow-prisoners ; and that, if 1 was to suffer death, it should be on 
tlie«3amo spot, where 1 had experienced so much misery. 

They declared there was no intention of using me ill, and that, in accom- 
panying them, I should bo made happy by groat and important news, 1 re- 
ttoliitoly refused to leave the prison; on which the Moorman, who had re- 
mained silent, said with a smile, “ You have all suffered enough, and 
1 come to impart joy to you all; the merciful Nabob, my master, Tippii 
Sultan, has restored peace to the world ; the English nation and he are 
now friends; you are immediately to be taken out of irons, and to-morrow 
you are to leave Seringapatam, and. to march for your own country. I see, 
Sir,” said he to me, “ you are alarmed ; you were sent for to receive a 
sura of money and a letter from your friends ; you shall immediately receive 
both, after which I dare say you will no longer refuse leaving the prison.” 
The letter and money were brought and delivered, and were from a friend 
with the Army, who took the earliest opportunity of administering to my 
necessities. 

He stated that Tippu Saib, not being able to reduce the fortress of 
Mangalore, having lost the flower of his army before that place, and finding 
that the English had reinforced themselves in other quarters, and were ad- 
vancing into his country, had at last declared that he would listen to propo- 
sals of peace ; that Commissioners had been sent to him, and, after many 
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difficulties, peace had been concluded; — that each was to retain what thej 
bad before the war, and all prisoners to be released. 

This letter instantly removed all doubts : and the sudden transition from 
misery to joy at so wonderful and unexpected an event was felt with the 
most heartfelt satisfaction throughout the prison, and evtm the guard 
seemed to partake of the general rejoicing. 

The Governor appeared after the information, accompanied by^l^- 
ber of blacksmiths, who, in two or three hours, emancipated the limbsw 
every one from the cumbrous load of irons, that had been our constant 
companions for so many years. 

With this, the narrative is concluded. All the other circum- 
stances of this long and terrible captivity are so well known, 
that we have, for the most part, only endeavored to reveal 
the secrets of the prison-house,” and to bring prominently 
forward those incidents, which especially relate to the indivi- 
dual woes of John Lindsay, and which illustrate the character 
of the man. He seems to have endured his sufferings with 
fortitude ; and there is a manliness in his manner of narraling 
them, which raises our admiration. A few sentences will de- 
scribe the remainder of his career. He again served under 
Lord Lindsay ‘Mn the war with Tippu in 1790, and in that 
‘ with France in 1798, and returned to England, on tlio regi- 
‘ ments being ordered home in 1797. After obtaining tlie Lieut. • 

‘ Colonelcy of the McLeod Highlanders, he quitted the army in 
‘ 1801 — the year of his brother’s return from Jamaica, and 
' the year after his own marriage with the youngest daughter of 
‘ Frederick North, Earl of Guildford, a worthy scion of a race 
* in which brilliant wit, mingled with the most genuine good 
‘ humour and kindness of disposition and a rational love of 
' letters, seem to he hereditary possessions.”* 

We have professedly undertaken to give some account of ^he 
“ Lindsays in India.” Now, I^ady Anne Barnard, we grieve to 
say, never was in India ; but not on that account is she to be 
excluded from a niche in our gallery. She, who accompanied 
Lord Macartney to the Cape, and corresponded with Lord 
Wellesley, is fairly entitled to be classed among tliose worthies, 
of whom it is our privilege to take note in this journal. Of all 
the Lindsays, Lady Anne is the most interesting. If she had 
done nothing else but written the charming ballad of ** Auld 
Bobin Grey,” she would have had a place in our affections; but 
in these volumes her character is represented, (partly by what is 
said of her by others and partly by what she says for herself,) 
with such an atmosphere of kindliness and geniality about it, 
with such a glow of sunny-heartedness flushing all her outward 

* Colin Lindsay't narrative of the defence of St. Lucie contains some anecdotes of 

General Meadows and Major (afterwards Lord) Harris, which we shonld have been 
glad to transfer to our pages, but for the length to which this article has extended. 
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being, making everything she said and did bright with cheerful# 
ness and benevolence — that, if she had never written a line of 
poetry, she would still have been entitled to our admiration as 
one ofthj^most delightful female writers of her time, and one 
oftJUPSfost fascinating of women. Of the former, her contem- 
j^^Jraries had less knowledge than we have ; but of the latter 
they had no doubt. She was on a footing of friendly intima- 
cy with Burke, Sheridan, Wyndham, Dundas, and the Prince 
of Wales — with Hume, Johnson, Mackenzie, Monboddo, and 
other statesmen and philosophers. The Prince, it is true, was 
neither ; but he has never appeared more worthy of our regard 
than in the anecdotes, which are told in illustration of his 
friendship for Lady Anne. In thejsecond volume of the Lit/es 
of the Lindsays y there is a letter from the Prince, in reply to 
one addressed to him by Lady Anne shortly after the death of 
her husband, which is eminently the effusion, not only of a 
courteous nature, but of a kindly heart. A story told by 
Colonel Lindsay of Balcarras, in a letter to his son-in-law, Lord 
Lindsay, is worth quoting: — “ I recollect George IV.,” he writes, 
“ sending for her to come and see him when he was very ill; 
' he spoke most affectionately to her, and said ‘ Sister Anne (the 
‘ appellation he usually gave her) 1 wished to see you to tell you 

* that I love you, and wish you to accept of this golden chain 

* for my sake ; I may never, perhaps, see you again.”' The date 
of this anecdote is not given ; but the event recorded occur- 
red after the Prince ascended the throne. Lady Anne Barnard 
must have then been a very old woman. 

“ The peculiar trait of Lady Anne’s character,” says Colonel 
Lindsay, was benevolence — a readiness to share with others 
‘ ffer purse, her tears, or her joys, — an absence of all selfish- 
‘ ness. This, with her talents, created a power of pleasing, 

* civhich I have never seen equalled. She had in society a 

* power of placing herself in sympathies with those whom she 
‘ addressed, of drawing forth their feelings, their talents, their 
‘ acquirements, pleasing them with themselves, and consequent- 

* ly with their companions for the time being. I have often 

‘ seen her change a dull party into an agreeable one ; she could 
‘ make the dullest speak, the shyest feel happy, and the witty 
‘ flush fire without any apparent exertion.” What an invaluable 
person she would have been at one of our hurra-khanas ! “ I 

recollect,” adds Colonel Lindsay, in a postscript, “ a characteris- 

* tic anecdote of her, or rather of an old servant, who had lived 
‘ with her for years. She was entertaining a large party of 
' distinguished guests at dinner, when a hitch occurred in the 
' kitchen. The old servant came up behind her, and whispered. 
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« Aft/ Ictdyy you must tell another story; the second course 
‘ wont be ready for five minutes'* 

“ Her hand was sought in marriage,” says the same narrator, 
“ by several of the first men of the land, and her^( 5 jen^hip 
' and confidence by the most distinguished women ; 

‘ cision was her failing — hesitation and doubt upset her jud^ 
‘ ment; her heart had never been captured, and she remained 
‘ single* till late in life, when she married an accomplished, 

‘ but not wealthy, gentleman, younger than herself, whom she 
" accompanied to the Cape of Good Hope, when appointed 
‘ Colonial Secretary under Lord Macartney.” The gentleman 
was Mr. Barnard. Lord Macartney sailed from Portsmouth in 
January 1797. Mr. Maxwell, who had before been attached 
to his staff, and Mr. (afterwards Sir) John Barrow, who has 
written a very dull life of his Lordship, sailed with him. The 
Barnards must have been a great acquisition to the party. 
Lord Macartney was then old and infirm. His health suffered 
greatly whilst at the Cape. The catalogue of his ailments, 
which he sent home to Mr. Dundas before he had been many 
months resident in the colony, is one of the most afflicting 
we ever remember to have read. “ I am now sixty years old,” 
he wrote, “ of which near four-and-thirty have been chiefly em- 
' ployed on public service, in different stations of distance, 

' ditfioulty and hezard — circumstances that formerly served to 

* me, rather as incentives, than discouragements ; but of late, 

' and particularly within these few weeks, I feel myself de- 
‘ dining fust, and am, at this moment, afflicted with the gout in 

* my head and stomach, so much, as to render any exertion 

* painful and ineffectual. I have the piles, if not a fistula, 

‘ and am not without apprehension of a stone in my kidneys. 

' To this I am to add an increasing weakness in my eyes, 
‘ which makes me more melancholy than all the rest.” SudTi 
was the melancholy condition of Lord Macartney, when the 
cheerful companionship of Lady Anne Barnard and her hus- 
band did much to palliate his sufferings and to disperse his 
gloom. “ My situation,” he said, “ is, in every other respect, so 
‘ agreeable to me, that I should not be desirous of removing 
‘ froffl it, if I could flatter myself that a man, at my advanced 
‘ time of life, were likely to improve either in his constitution or 
‘ his faculties.” The account, which Lady Anne has given of 
the kindness and amiability of the Governor at this time, is 
worth preserving : — 

In one person’s society was to be found everlasting entertainment, and 
instruction too, when we had him to ourselves. Lord Macartney was one 
of the best companions I ever met with ; and Barnard, who was with him 
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every morning, said those were the happiest hours of his day. I sometimes 
alleged that, while we all supposed them laying plans for the good of the 
Colony, they were talking all sorts of nonsense, % the side of the fire — ami 
grate too, bo it known to you — which was a piece of great magnificence 

gentlemen, who had accompanied Lord Macartney to China 
on other embassies, regarded his manners to Barnard with an eye of 
wonder, though I did not think, of jealousy. They had reckoned him cold, 
political, without a vulnerable part, where he could be affected : but they had 
never tried to gain his heart, though they had served him faithfully. Dr. 
Gillan had loved him — and Dr. Gillan he loved: a sentiment of this sort 
cannot exist on one side only. To try to love what we are bound to respect, 
f take to bo a good habit; it may produce excellent effects, and cannot 
produce bad ones. 

His aides-de-camp, though both wore young, gay as larks, haudsomo 
and fine gentlemen in all the best senses of tlie word, I observed were 
as mucli attached to him, as young men can be to an old man ; 
und as they wore attentive, ho was full of goodness and consideratiou for 
their amusement “ Go, go," lie said, “ do not stay with me. Franklin shall 
cut up the turkey to-day hut they settled it with each other that Lord 
Macartney never sliould be without one of them. 

1 certainly never saw a man who, in the small line of my experience, 

J thought 80 well calculated-io make a good preceptor to a young states- 
man as I>ord Macartney. Wary, well-bred, and witty, he was never to ho 
caught off his guard, and where ho could not grant (like the sweet-tempci 
ed Lord North), ho gave the negative in a pleasant way, though sometimes, 
if ho thought the reipiest improper, with more of the epigrammatic than 
the other did. Such a tutor would have been an excellent one to counteract 
faults of an opposite description to his own; but he might have beeu a 
dangerous master to a similar disposition, by leading him to carry his dis 
trust of mankind too far. 

r remarked amongst other things the extraordinary respect he shewed 
to those, who could give him information, or who liad been in public depart 
monts; but! may extend this remark and say — to every man in his own lino. 

To bo respected,” whispered ho to me, “ one must begin with respecting." 
Subjects of conversation were never wanting to him : he talked to every 
man on the subject he was best informed upon, and on which he was likely 
to acquit himself best. Of course each man left his closet, pleased with 
file impression ho had given of himself to the Governor. The business of 
the conference over, ho entertained himself with getting all he could out of 
every body, who had sense enough to discriminate : but of those, there were 
few at the Cape — the men being so uneducated that reflections did not 
spring up, whore nothing was planted. Of the women we had very un- 
favourable accounts from one who ought to have known the truth. The 
French, he said, had corrupted them — the Pmglish had merely taught them 
to aftoct virtue. “Grace a Dieu,” said ho, “ ma femme est biemlaide 
and therefore he seemed to have no fears for her conduct ; but as to that 
of any other woman in the Cape, he believed them to be “ all the same." 

I take this verdict, of course with some grains of allowance, from a man 
who is soured by circumstances : but it will put me a little on the watch, and 
determine mo to get at the truth of his assertions, without anpearing to 
have heard any thing of the matter: — though, where I fina them all 
well grounded, what then? I must know nothing. To fulfil my duty 
here, as the woman (in the absence of Lady Macartney) at the head of the 
Govornment department, civility and hospitality must be shown to every 
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woman, Dutch or English, who livo on good terms with their hnshand, and 
to all the Dutchmen, who take the oath of allegiance to the English Go- 
vernment, and are of sufficient respectability to visit at the Castle. 

Nothing can be more amusing than Lady Annei|||incUires 
of Cape society. The satire is really not ill-natnre3^WfS|||^ 
very lively and piquante. Accustomed to the very best English 
society, the sayings and doings of the Dutch Boors and their 
wives must have been greatly appreciated by one with so keen 
a sense of the ridioulous. We should perhaps have enjoyed 
her sketches with a sharper relish, if she had not made light of 
certain matters, which are not to be jested about by any one — 
and least of all, by an English lady. 

Whilst the Barnards were at the Cape, Lord Mornington 
arrived on his way to the seat of his new Government in India. 
He was an old friend of Lady Anne and her husband; and they 
welcomed him with much cordiality. It would ill become us to 
omit her sketch of the Governor* General, before he was nulla- 
iiizedy sleeping, like the Miss Pecksniffs at Todgers’s, in a little 
back parlour : — • 

Among other passing guests, wo had a visit from I.ord Mornington, 
with his brother, on his way to India, to fill the station of Governor-General. 
As they were people we loved much, we certainly would have been happy 
lo have accommodated them in the Castle, had not tho prior claims of 
A s, as older friends, nearer friends, and poorer friends, made it impossi- 

ble to sacrifice the holy motive to the agreeable attraction. J5ut tho bugs 
wore so plentiful on tho following night at the honest Dutchman’s, where 
tho Governor-General took up his quarters, that we could not resist his en- 
treaties, and took him in, his brother and his four servants, into our sanct- 
uary. Wo lodged him in one of our back parlours, into which a littlo tent 
bed is put, to liold the great man ; and from which ho has only to stop out 
upon tho bricks of our balcony to enjoy tho cool air, as it hangs ove%a 
basin of pure water, supplied by a fountain descending from the 'J’ablo 
Mountain, which raises its head above the tall Oaks that encompass tho 
pool, and afford a walk to tho favorites of tho back yard, whom I now pi% 
sented to the Governor-General, and of wbicli number my littlo buck is tho 
first. I reared him myself, witliout a mother, and be seems now to regard 
mo as one, following mo like a dog, and begging hard at night for Barnard’s 
permission to sleep on my feet. 

A couple of secretary-birds came next — majestic creatures, witli long 
legs, black velvet breeches, and largo wings, who strut about with an air 
much resembling that of some of our lino gentlemen. They have one sin- 
gularity, as birds — they never eat standing — not even at luncheon, but sit 
down to dinner, as regularlv as we do. I believe this is in consequence of 
the extreme length of their legs. 

A sea-calf I next presented, who has been betrayed into living in spite 
of bis teeth, as 1 gave him in charge to a slave with orders to seize the 
golden opportunity of his bleating to insert the spout of a tea-pot into his 
mouth, and give him his belly-full of milk. He is a very foolish creature, 
half fish, half animal ; but his countenance is more of tho calf than tho 
fish ; bis feet are fins, and bis method of walking has too much of the 
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waddle in it to be graceful ; but when laughed at, he plunges into the water, 
and is in his kingdom. 

A penguin comes next upon the boards — the link between nsn and fowl 
in the same degree that the calf is between animal and fish. The nenj^in 
is hal^lilKiy in the pond with the calf, and half of it in the drawing 
roQ^iilPImhine. She resembles many old ladies, who wear what are called 
^^qxies with long ruffles, and is more like a duck than any other Vdrd. 
Her appetite is enormous, and she is very nice, as she must have every thing 
raw and fresh. 

Two jackals are the delight of all the dogs in the garrison, they are such 
coquettes ; they come out of their hole every evening, and allow them- 
selves to he (dialed all round the flat topped wall of the fortress for about two 
hours; when tired, they creep within the gate of the Castle, and get into 
the cellar by a broken pane, where they live secure and do no harm. 

Two young wild-cats are also of the party. Strange to say these savage 
animals were nursed hy the dog of the Brabanter, who prevailed on her, 
by dint of argument, to adopt and rear them — she having lost her own 
puppies, though she detested the cats, and was ready to bite off their heads ; 
but, when told by her master that she must nui-se them, as they had no 
mother, Jacqueline gave up the point — and no one could look at her dis- 
gust to them, without being sorry for the animal while so employed. 

A horned owl, more important than wise, and a beautiful green chame- 
leon from Madagascar, made up thb rest of this worthy society. But the 
buck possessed my heart, and soon won Lord Mornington’s. 

Shall we confess that there is, to us, something mysterious 
and apocalyptical in this? Were the creatures, whom Lady Anne 
Barnard presented to Lord Movnington, two-legged animals 
■without feathers ? The secretary-birds, the jackals, the young 
■wild cats — how very like a Governor’s staff ! 

Every day,” said Lady Anne, produces something to en- 
* tertain Lord Mornington ; he has a levee every morning of 
‘ yellow Generals and Captains from India, with despatches to 
‘ *Government, who stop here, and finding his Excellency at the 
‘ Cape, deliver up their official papers,* which he opens, peruses, 
‘ and by such means will arrive instructed in the present posi- 
***tion of affairs there, and will appear a prodigy of ability in 
‘ being master of all so soon after his arrival.” He did appear, 
indeed, a prodigy — and such a prodigy, as the old Indian 
statesmen and Generals never wished to see again. He would 
have made war on Tippu, if he had had his own way, with an 
unprovided army, without provisions, without money, and 
without ordnance stores. 

** After spending a couple of easy pleasant months” at the 
Cape, Lord Moriiiugtou and bis brother departed. There was 

* The lively oarrator here a little exaggerates the truth. Lord Momingtou did 
break open a packet for the Court of Directors, brought from Calcutta by ihe Houghton, 
but we believe this to have beeu the ouly instance ; and the ship-captain did not 
volunteer to give it up. 
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a strange assembly of illustrious personages there during his 
Lordship's visit. There was, as we have seen. Lord Macartney, 
who had been Governor of Madras, and had narrowly escaped 
being Governor-General of India. There was als< ^ord Ho- 
bart, on his way home from Madras, a nobleman wh^l!iM|^ 
the same office, and narrowly escaped, too, the same hon0^|. 
No mention is made of him, in lisdy Anne’s Journal— nor of 
General (afterwards Sir) David Baird, who was also at the Cape, 
in command of a Brigade, unless he is to be found among the 
vellow Generals pitch-forked into the passage quoted above. 
As Baird was a friend and fellow-prisoner of Lady Anne’s bro- 
ther, John Lindsay, we might have expected some other notice 
of him. We might have expected, too, that he would have been 
treated with some courtesy by Lord Macartney’s personal staff. 
But it is recorded of him by his biographer (Theodore Hook), 
that when, on his first arrival, he went to pay his respects to 
the Governor, “ an aid-de-camp, who received him, not only 
‘ refused him admittance to Lord Macartney, but told him, in a 
‘ scarcely civil manner, that his Excellency could not see him.” 
This must have been one of the wild cats presented by Lady 
Anne to Lord Mornington. We are glad to learn from the 
same authoritv, that he paid the penalty of his offence, in being 
condemned to'carry a note to Baird, expressive of the Gover- 
nor’s regret at not having seen him when he called, and a hope 
that be would repeat bis visit next morning. 

Lord Wellesley did not forget I^ady Anne, amidst the cares 
and distractions of his Indian Government. There are two 
very characteristic letters from his Lordship in the volume 
before us, written from Calcutta in 1800 and 1801. Heredia 
the first of them : — 

Fort William, October 2, 1800. 

Your several kind letters have given me as inucli pleasure, my d«ar 
Lady Anne, as I was capable of receiving in the had slate of health, hy 
which 1 have been tormented ever since the month of April. My com 
plaints, however, have been more tedious and painful than dangerous... 
These, with tljeir accompaniments, confined me to my couch for tlie greater 
part of four months, and iny spirits were most severely affected ; but 1 
was still able to apply to public business, and to carry many great points 
quietly, which will soon make a loud renort. On what honom-s you com- 
pliment me I know not; 1 am persuaded you liave too much good sense 
and good taste, to esteem an Irish peerage a complimentary, or compliment- 
ahle, honour in my case. Perhaps you refer to the votes of Parliament, aim 
to the conscious sense of eminent public service these are honours indeed, 
which neither negligence, nor slander, nor ingratitude, nor ignorance, nor 
envy nor folly, can impair. With respect to rewards of another description, 
I have received none— I expect none— and (be not surprised) perhaps you 
may hear that I will accept none. This brief declamation will admit you 
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to the secret agonies of my poor dear heart, or soul, and give you sokjo 
light to discover the causes or my ill health, and of my declining, indignant, 
wounded spirits. But do not suppose me to be so weak as to meditate hasty 
resignations, or passionate returns to Europe, or fury, or violence of any 
kind. N^Jjl^ill shame their injustice by aggravating the burthen of their 
obliflglBifno me ; I will heap kingdoms upon kingdoms, victory upon vic- 
revenue upon revenue ; 1 wiH accumulate glory and wealth and pow- 
K^until the ambition and avarice even of my masters shall ciy mercy ; afid 
1 will show them what dust in the balance their tardy gratitude is, in 
the estimation of injured, neglected, disdainful merit. 

Your lofty twaddler’s order in Council for the arrangement of his play- 
house is incomparable. If I could disclose his most secret dispatches to me, 
how I should amuse you ! But I cannot trust even your discretion with the 
secrets of the State. If wo ever meet again, you shall hear it all, when the 
whole pageantiwof State affairs shall have passed away, like a dream after a 
heavy supper. Even in the other world, where I hope we shall meet at last, 
you will laugh at the history — if the ghost of your risible muscles should re- 
tain any powers of laughter. I believe Mr. Barnard is in my debt on the 
account or correspondence ; or if 1 am the debtor, 1 must take out a Com- 
mission of Bankruptcy, and request him to accept through you, my Assignee, 
my most sincere and grateful declarations of kind remembrance and good 
wishes, as a payment of one shilling in the pound. 

My brother Arthur has been distinguishing himself most nobly in a 
short, rapid, and able campaign against an insurgent called (do not laugli ) 
Diindah Ji Waugh. 

“ I am employed from morning till night in business, and from night 
till morning in dozing and slumbering, and recovering the fatigues of the 
laborious day. If Balilah were here, she certainly might catch me nap- 
ping every evening, as early as eight o’clock, and sometimes earlier; but, 
to pursue your metaphor, she could neither discover my weakness nor my 
strength, nor any other quality in me, than an unconquerable propensity 
to sleep. I am in anxious expectation of Henry’s arrival, who will bo a 
great relief to my melancholy. When the cold season shall commence, 
1 shall give balls and dinners to the ladies, as usual ; but these amuse mo 
not greatly. As to your friends, and the society of this place, I bclicvo 
thuy go on very well. 1 never see the society but in buckram ; so I know 
notliing about it, and never shall, or will, or can know more. 

“ Adieu, dear Lady Anne; write to mo as often as you can, and tell, me 
h 11> about it, and about it. 

Yours ever most aflbctionately, 

Wellesley. 

Some part of this is very pleasant — some, it must be ac- 
knowledged, rather bombastic. We like the Governor-General 
better in his undress, than when playing the part of Jtqjiter 
TonanSy or ranting Tamerlane. All this about heaping king- 
doms upon kingdoms, victory on victory, revenue upon revenue, 
and so putting the Court of Directors to shame, is sad stuff. As 
for the kingdoiAs and the victories the Court wanted none of 
them ; and as for revenue, the Directors knew only too well 
that that does not follow upon either victories or kingdoms. 
When Lord Wellesley gave over the administration to Lord 
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Cornwallis, the Government of India was insolvent ; there was 
no money in the treasury ; there was a large irregular army, 
whose services were not required, but which could not be dis- 
missed for want of the means of paying them th^^a^ars. 
What Lord Cornwallis was obliged to do under thes^^l^mn- 
stances is well known. Doubtless, the “avarice’ of the Co^g 
did “ cry mercy but not in the sense intended by Lord We^ 

The allusion to the “ lofty twaddler" and his play-house calls 
for explanation. We confess that we are unable to afford a key 
to it. There would be nothing surprising in the fact of Lord 
Wellesley calling any one a lofty twaddler. The person so 
designated, and who is alluded to in the second letter, which we 
subjoin, is probably Lord Macartney ; though the supposition is 
iit variance with the respect entertained for that nobleman by 
Lady Anne Barnard, who had obviously elicited the Governor- 
General’s remarks by some raillery of her own : — 

Fort William, June 27, 1801. 


My doaiest thanks for y<mv kind and balmy letter of the 21st of 

January, and many reproaches for your curtailed docked cropped Chit of 

Now for his Excellency the Governor and Captain-General— pi ay do 
not forget the Captain, although I hope he will not prove to bo, what 
Burke always called the great Mr. Hastings, Captain-General of Iniquity ! 
As you say nothing of yourself or yours, I must talk of my dear 

1 am still much out of humour, but very proud and public spirited ; so 
1 mean to remain here, until I have accomplished my etherml visions, as 
^ou call them. I have been very well since Henry s arrival, residing 
almost entirely at Barrackpore, a charmmg spot, which in J»y 
of tyranny, T have plucked from the Commandcr-in-( hiet. hoi the lost 
ten days however, 1 have been a little feverish, bily, and body ; but u]^n 

the whole, pretty stout. . . ^ t i 

You must hear the story of my proceeding with my rnasters. I reserved a 
largo part of the prize, taken at Seringapatam. (nauiely the ordnance afcd 

stores ) for tlio King's disposal, with a view of serving tho general rights of the 
eZn and of shoeing to my beloved and immortal Army, that even 
had no right to prizes, witlioiit tlio authority of the Supreme powerMassa 
propZd to graAt me a plumb (.£ 100,000) out of Cts7 Ld 

dediictinff a largo sum from wliat the King might grant to Massa, ana 
o,rgfit m re.grant to the Army-for 
No, Massa," says bis Excellency, " you shall not lob 1 

and I will not take one farthing ".XHu the mouU^^^^ 

“Slave” savs Massa, “how dare you look a gift hoise m tne mouui . 

“ Massa " says his Excellency, “ I am a public slave, as well as your slave, 
and I will not be gifted with dishonour.” “ Well then, says Massa, after a 
long pause of many months ; “ Here, take one-third of what I would have 
given you if you would have joined me in robbing my own Army. Since 
YOU will not be an accomplice in robbery, let honour be your reward. And 
Lrk ye ! remember that I am too kind to you, in not punishing } our piido 
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by withholding all reward for the conquest of a whole empire, because you 
presumed to reject my offer of going snacks with me in the plunder of my 
rascally soldiers.” “ Well, Massa,” s^s his Excellency, “ I suomit’ As there 
is now DO dishonour in your gift, I accept it thankfully.” “ Slave!” save 
“Mas^yiiSiean now to grant all the reserved prize to the Army; and the 
pli^(^fftended for you, shall be established as a fund for Military widows 
orphans.” “ Bravo, Massa! that is noble ; that is munificence, and jus- 

tice, and dignity, and chanty, and true gloiy; but if I had taken your 

plumb, where would the widow and orphan have sheltered their heads?” 
And so Massa and his Excellency have come to a good and honourable 
agreement, by which his Excellency is supposed to have lost about five 
thousand pounds per annum, and to have gamed about a puff and a half of 
pure air from the trumpet of fame. 

I suppose you heard of my treaty with a certain potentate called the 
Nizam, a twaddler of order high ; that was one of my visions realized — others 
are coming. We are all on the point of moving up the river, in grand state, 
to visit the Upper Provinces, where I hope to realize other of my fanta- 
sies. 

The high twaddler injures me in saying that I consult no body. I no- 
toriously consult every body of any knowledge ; but I hope that I am not 
governed by any other opinion than my own deliberate judgment, after full 
reflection and consideration of all other sentiments, and even of the non- 
sense of many blockheads ; for chips may he taken even from the block. 

Adieu, dear Lady Anne! I have solaced myself by writing much stuff to 
you ; 1 expect to be repaid with compound Indian interest. 

I am very happy with General Lake, who is an excellent assistant 
to mo in all affairs, and a most pleasant man. 

Again your’s most affectionately, 

Wellesley. 

We cannot say much for tlie ingeniousness of the above 
account o^the Court of Directors* conduct witli respect to the 
prize-money captured at Seringapatam. The Court of Direc- 
tors granted an annuity to Lord Wellesley of ^5,000 for twenty 
y^rs. One would hardly gather this from the above letter. 
The annuity was voted in January 1801 ; and the date of the 
epistle to Lady Anne Barnard is June 27, of the same year; 
so that we can scarcely suppose him to have been in ignorance 
of the fact. Lord Wellesley*s biographer, Mr. Pearce — no great 
authority, it is true, on this or any other subject, hut a devoted 
admirer of his Lordship, and no flatterer of the Court— says that 

the Court of Directors, #>i i/te handsomest manner, voted an 
‘ annuity of ;€5,000 to Marquess Wellesley.** We may have 
something perhaps, on a future occasion, to say about the habi- 
tual hauteur and insolence of the Marquis’s hearing towards 
the Court of Directors. It is not a subject to be entered upon 
at the end of such an article as this. 

Lady Anne Barnard remained at the Cape until the peace of 
Amiens, when the colony was given back to the Dutch. During 
her residence there she made a short journey into the interior, 
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the ineidents of which she has chronicled in a journal, here 
published, with remarkable vivacity and humour; we have 
Seldom read any thing of the kind, that has pleased us better. 

With an “Adventure in China," by the Hon'ble Hugj ^ind say. 
a Captain in the Company's Mercantile Marine, and fo^®l^j|^ 
years a Member of the Court of Directors, the last volume'^ 
t^e Lives of the Lindsays is concluded. 

This anecdote derives additional interest from the present 
state of our relations with Canton, and is related with much 
liveliness and spirit. Mr. Hugh Lindsay was Commodore of 
a large and valuable fleet belonging to the East India Company, 
to which the Viceroy, in consequence of the misrepresentations 
of the Hong merchants, refused a port clearance. Mr. Lindsay 
therefore, without acquainting any one with his intentions, 
determined to force an entrance into the city of Canton, to 
obtain access to the Viceroy's palace, and to lay the true 
state of the case before him in a personal interview. The result 
we shall present to our readers in his own words : — 

About eight o’clock in the morning there are few Chinese in the 
streets: — we therefore had no difficulty in proceeding to the great gate, 
and, as I expected, found the guard (one soldier excepted) in the guai'd- 
house at breakfast. The soldier, on my passing, attempted to stop me ; but, 
on my giving him a push forward, he ran on before me ; our party then 
immediately got through the gate, and beyond the guard house, before the 
guard could get out to stop us in consequence of the narrowness of the 
street, our files of three filling it completely, they could not pass us, their 
efforts to do so only pushing us on the faster. On, therefore, we went — no 
one before us attempting to impede our progress. 

In a short time I discovered the soldier, who was at the gate, a little way 
in advance, watching our proceedings ; it then occurred to mo that, as he 
could not pass us to return to the guard, he would go on to the Hoppo's 
palace to give information there of our entry into the city. I therefcJfe 
resolved to keep him in view if possible ; hut the moment we came near 
him, he set off at full speed, and, in spite of all the efforts we could make, we 
soon lost sight of him. • 

We had now proceeded about half a mile in along narrow street, the end 
of which (I was much annoyed at finding) branched into two others rather 
wider, one turning short to the left, the other inclining to the right ; here I 
called a halt, os it was evident, if we took the wrong direction, all chance of 
success was at an end. I therefore called to my aid the petition addressed 
fas I before mentioned) “ To the Hoppo,” in large charactei*8; and seeing 
at a shop-door a good-humoured-looking fellow, staring at the unusual ap- 
pearance of such a number of strangers in the city, I ran up to him, and 
shewed him the back of the petition, which he instantly read, laughed hoaiti- 
ly» and pointed out the right road. 

We proceeded on as fast as we could go, and, after advancing a short 
distance, we again got sight of the soldier, whom we discovered, with 
several others, in the act of shutting two very large folding gates, whiclj 
appeared to be the entrance to a spacious outer court, in which was visible 
fhe front of one of the most magnificent buildings 1 had ever seen. This 
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OT\tica\ moment, for I inetanlly imagined it must be the w 
palace, and, if the g&tea were once dosed against us, all our 
m. I therefore loudly called out, Hurrah to the gate 1" We in a\odI 
BprODg forward, and laokiJ/ reached it at the instant the gates were shul 
hut bef^ 00 hey had time to get them bolted ; with oae consent we pat our 
shasBtK^to them, and the gates Sew open before us, throwing all those 
JSside to the right and left. Oar whole body immediately rushed in; and 
^wae our turn then to assist the soldiers in shutting and bolting the gates 
to keep out a mob of Chinese, who had gathered in the city, and followed • 
in our rear. 

Now we bad time to breathe, look about us, and consider where we were. 
Nothing could be more splendid than the building which stood in front 
of us ; it was covered with Chinese characters in gold, beautifully orna- 
mented with carved work in the Chinese style, and painted in the most 
brilliant and gaudy colours. 

Mr. Perry at once assured me we must have reached the Viceroy’s 
palace, as he discovered the particular banner which was carried before 
the Hoppo when ho visited the Company’s factoiy. The guard, whom we 
seemed to have caught en deshabille, had retired, and shortly after made 
their appearance in magnificent uniforms, and drew up in a body opposite 
to us. 

The palace-gate now opened, and a Mandarin slowly advanced towards 
me ; he addressed mo in Chinese, to which I could only reply, by shaking 
my head, and shewing him my petition. He put out his hand to receive 
it, but I drew back mine, and made a sign I wanted to go into the palace 
to deliver it. He shook his head, and seemed decidedly averse to such a 
proceeding. 

We were soon relieved from this embarrassment by the arrival of the 
two senior security merchants, Mowqua and Howqua, the first a fine old 
man of upwards of eighty years of age ; and it was supposed that to 
those two wo principally owed our detention : — the rest of the Hong 
came soon after. 

Mowqua was in great agitation when he aiTived, and addressed mo in 
his usual Chinese English, “ Ah ! Mister Commodore, what for you come 
here ? you waiity security merchants have cutty head ? Hoppo truly too 
mfich angry English come him house, — he will cutty my poor old head ” 
My reply was, “Mowqua! it is your own fault; why did you not present 
the Typan’s (chief supercargo’s) petition to the Hoppo ? Had you done 
er, I should not have come here.” ” Good Mister Commodore, me takey 
petition, and truly will get answer directly.” “ No, no Mowqua ! I will 
give it into the Hoppo’s own hand myself -on which all the security mer- 
chants set up a cry, as if I had uttered some treason against the Celestial 
Empire. “ What you come here ? you wanty see Hoppo ? That you no 
can do — Hoppo send you prison, as soon as he know you conle him house — 
we takey petition before he know you come city — get out fast you can ; truly 
be too much angry, he know you here.” 

There now appeared a Mandarin of high rank, to whom the merchants 
paid great respect ; he came up to Captain Craig, Mr Penw, and myself, who 
were standing with the two senior security merchants in n*ont of our party ; 
he, with civility, enquired what we wanted ? and was instantly replied to by 
Mowqua; but 1 was determined to be my own interpreter. I therefore held 
up the petition for him to read the address, and made signs as before that 1 
wanted to go into the palace to present it. This compelled Mowqua to 
come to an explanation with the Mandarin, who left us, as I supposed, to 
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f ,«the Hoppoof our being there; he soon, however, retimed, snd 
'." M^notherconsultation with the Hong merchants, who again informed me 
not possibly see the Viceroy, and that I must entrust the peti- 

“on‘“th!’sTthottght it right to consult with Mr. Perry, Captajia^^ and 
-nmaofthe senior commanderse whether they advised my yreW^L^the 
noint. and giving up the petition. I however gave it as my own deoji^ 
Son. that we should still persevere in demanding an audience, and 
this I was supported by all but Mr. Perry, who thought we ought not Ho 
narsist any lonW. I however determined to persist, and informed the Hong 
merchants that nothing but force should compel us to leave the palace 
without an interview. I was the more inclined to persevere, from one of 
theiunior merchants having whispered in my ear not to give up my point, 
—and that he, and several others of the Hong, did not approve of what the 
seniors had been doing. i a 

After a long pause, Mowqua said to me, if I was resolved to see the 
Hoppo, I must send away all the commanders and officers except one, and 
that he and I should then be admitted into the palace. To this 1 J^stantly 
agreed ; and it was settled that Mr. Perry, the supercargo, should be the 
person to remain with me, and that Captain Craig and the rest of the party 
should retire out of the city, which they accordingly did. ^ 

Mr Perry and myself were now left in the court of the Hoppo s palace, 
surrounded by a great number of Mandarins, Hong merchants, and 
soldiers*, the Mandarin, who took the lead, then shewed us into a large and 
splendid hall in the palace, where we were accompanied by the Hong 
merchants, who appeared extremely disconcerted at our success. It wm 
now near twelve o^clock. and from that time till four every effort, by pro- 
raises, persuasions, and threats, was made use of by the 
on me to give up the desire of seeing the Hoppo, but without effect , I WM 
perfectly decided and Arm, although frequently and most aniiously urged 

-.A M.™.. .. i«. ' f ““ 

soon see the Viceroy ; — And now, Mister Commodore, when great man 
come, you must knocky head.” “ What is knocky head, Mowqua f said I. 

You must down on knees, and putty head on ground, was the reply. 
“That’s not my country fashion, Mowqua— I dont do sp to my Kin ^ 
therefore will not do so to your Hoppo ; but I will make him ^ 
you knocky bead.” With tliis, after some communication between the 
Mandarins and the security merchants, they appeared satisfied. ^ 

I now found they were in earnest as to my seeing the Hoppo , "“a 
was much bustle in the palace ; were, however, determined I sho^^^^^ 

not imagine that I had forced an interview, as I was 

the Viceroy was going out to pay bis colleague, the Fyane, a visit, and that 
I should see him as he went out. » <_ iu....i..in.nf vari- 

At this time there were in the great hall thirty 
ous ranks, all the security merchants. Mr. W a 

Other persons belonging to the palace— m all. I should suppose, about a 

hundred and fifty in number. » nr^nAwiiAn Imu- 

The doors were shortly thrown open, and ifall wrtere^n 

ing from another large house, and crossing a court to the li all we were in. 
The guard paied on. and p^ntly there appeared the Hoppo, borne in a 
most magnSloent state chair by siit^n men 

verv SDlmdid and the Hoppo one of the finest and noblesWooking Chinese i 
hS^e^r th a rfmaSiably fine black beard. The moment he entered 



250 


THE LINDSAYS IN INDIA. 


the hall, every person, except Mr. Perry and myself, threw themselves down 
as if they had been shot through the head, touched the ground with their 
forehead, and were up again in a moment — even my old friend Mowqua, 
though 80 advanced in years, was down and up again as nimbly as a boy; 
on niyrejM^king this to him, after the interview was over, his reply was* 
“ MjglP^Boramodore, I very much long time do that custom.” 
j 0 ESthe Hoppo approached to Mr. Perry and me, we made him a low bow. 
^then advanced, with my petition in my hand, to his chair, when he desired 
his bearers to stop, and, having called Mowqua, he enquired by him of me 
what I wanted ? I said I had a petition, which I was desirous of having the 
honour to deliver into his own hand. lie asked if it was written in Chinese. 
I replied it was. He then put out his hand and took it from me, saying he 
was going to visit the Fyane, and that I should have an immediate answer. 
He gave orders that we should have refreshments, and be conveyed back 
to the Company’s factory in chairs belonging to the palace — made us a chin- 
chin (a complimentary mode of saluting), which was considered by 
the Chinese present as a mark of great favour towards us— and then 
passed on out of the palace. 

As soon as the Hoppo was gone, we were taken by the Mandarins into 
another apartment, wliere several tables were laid, covered with fruit and 
sweetmeats. I was placed at one table with two Mandarins and Mowqua, 
Mr. Perry and Howqua at another, with two other Mandarins; the rest of 
the security merchants and Mandarins were placed at tables of four, 
agreeably to the Chinese custom. A handsome dinner was servsd, with 
great abundance of hot wine, the produce of China, and, after passing a 
very pleasant hour, we were put into the state chairs, and carried through 
the city back to the Company’s factory — to the astonishment of all the 
Chinese, and to the no small satisfaction of Mr. Brown, who had been 
under much uneasiness on our account 

Next day tliere was a heavy fine levied on the security merchants — the 
port-clearance was issued — the fleet despatched — and here ends my story.” 

Mr. Hugh Lindsay “ whose epitaph,” writes Lord Lindsay, 

may be left to the testimony of the hundreds to whom, as 

* Director and Chairman of the East India Company, and as 
‘ ^an to man,* he proved himself a father and a friend, and 

* whose heart was, in fact, the seat of every kindly quality, that 
‘^can grace humanity,” died in April, 1844, in his eightieth 
year. With this announcement may be closed our notice of the 
agreeable and accomplished family of the “ Lindsays in India.” 
We are mistaken, if the extracts we have given do not induce 
many of our readers to make acquaintance for themselves with 
the pleasant volumes, from which they are taken. We have 
necessarily conveyed but a faint impression of the contents of 
the Lives of the Lindsays, We have only followed the family 
eastward of the Cape. There are many, who will delight to 
hold communication with them in the bracftig air of their 
native North. 
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Art. II- — 1- Shishu-hodhak. 

2. Annadd Manual. 

3. Nala and Dainayanti. 

4. Batrish Singhdsan. 

6. Betdl Panchavingshati. 

6. Kantukahildsha, 8fc, 

That respectable Natives do not read Bengali books/' is one 
of the axioms of Young Bengal. It matters little, whether it 
states a fact, or merely expresses a feeling; in either case it is a 
proof that the educated Bengali despises the literature of his own 
language. Time was, when the educated German did the same; 
and that time is separated from our own by the brief interval of 
a single century. In those days, Latin was, throughout Germany, 
the dialect of the student, and French that of the courtier. At 
length the genius of Lessing rescued the German tongue from 
the contempt into which it had fallen, and called into existence 
that series of classics, which, in the present day, commands the 
admiration of the whole civilized world. 

Bengal sadly stands in need of a Lessing to develope the re- 
sources of her noble language, and to clothe in it the creations 
of his genius. Young Bengal, in despising his present national 
literature, may, in some measure, be guided by atfectation : but it 
must be confessed that his judgment is not essentially errone- 
ous. The national literature really is contemptible. But he 
errs in regarding all hope of its improvement as visionary, and 
all efforts towards it as doomed to failure.* ** ^ 

Compared with the middle and lower classes of other coun- 
tries — the European continent not excluded — those of Bengal 
may be said to be fond of reading, or at least of listening to the 
reading of others. The sight of a man poring over his book is 
not uncommon, even in the meanest village. When the crew of a 
boat is permitted, either by a favourable wind, or by any other 
circumstance, to leave the oars and to congregate on the poop 
(for so the roof may bo called), the hardy rowers almost invariably 
form a group of listeners around a man, who professes to read to 
them. It is amusing to watch the patience and interest, which 

• We must can^ly own that, to judge from present appearances, the hope of any 
material improvement In Bengali literature is not likely to be realized very soon, 
unless the Bible should become a popular book. The style of writing, which Is now 
becoming more and more fashionable, is so similar to the more modem Sanscrit mat, 
so far as popular readers are concerned, it might as well be wholly Sanscrit The 
English reader may form an idea of it, by thinking of the semi-Latin style of Johnson. 

** Good” Bengali now-a-day means Johnsonianism run to seed. 
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they manifest on suoh an ocoasion. True, their mouths may be 
engaged in puffing their favourite weed, or their hands busy ply. 
ing the needle to make some rude garment, either for themselves, 
or for 800^ members of their distant families ; but they are all 
ear^ilHRf^y interruption to their intellectual enjoyment meets 
Bilfn^an instantaneous rebuke. The reader, sitting on his 
haunches, with his book laid on the floor before him, spells out 
couplet after couplet ; for all popular books are in verse, or are 
read, as if they were in verse. His skill, generally, is not very 
great, and the words that are printed wrong (except in some 
very favourable cases) are quite as numerous as those that are 
printed aright : hence, he is compelled to try over and over 
again, before he can get at the meaning. But he is as perse- 
vering in his efforts, as his readers are in their patience ; and 
by degrees he gets through a few pages. Beading, to a com- 
mon native, is not the easy task that it is to a European. It 
is always carried on aloud, and according to a sing-song 
tune, the modulations of which are not readily acquired. To 
this music the head beats time, as regularly as the pendulum 
invented for the pianist by the ingenious German. Now it 
swings backward and forward, and every now and then makes 
a sideway movement, to alleviate or regulate the arduous opera- 
tion. No wonder that an hour's lesson generally proves quite 
enough at a time; for by that time the joints of the neck, 
unless inured to the exercise by long practice, must assuredly 
require some little repose. 

This is the orthodox method of reading among the lower 
classes of Hindus, never deviated from by any but those, who 
have been so far brought under European influence, as to have 
lerffned the distinction between the essentials and the non-essen- 
tials in this matter. We have seen the youthful scribe of a da- 
ro^ah, singing aloud to his superior ‘and to ourselves a re- 
port of a robbery, containing an enumeration of stolen articles, 
according to the approved tune, kept in time by the inverted 
pendulum, with as great solemnity, as if it had been the most 
affecting story of the Bamayana, or the Mahabharata. 

It is an interesting question, but one not easily solved, what 
is the character of the books most sought after by people of 
this class? As we have introduced native boatmen by way of an 
illustration, we feel bound at once to remark that they are for 
the most part Muhammadans ; and that their fl^ourite books 
are of a totally different nature from those of the Hindus. 
True, they are printed in the Bengali character, and profess to 
be Bengali poetryi like all the rest; but the language contains 
a large admixture of Hindustani, and the subject-matter usually 
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consists of some Muhammadan legend. These volumes issue 
from certain presses in Calcutta, and are sold somewhat dearer 
(because somewhat better got up) than those printed for the 
Hindu population : but it is very rarely that a large^^um than 
half a rupee is paid for a volume; and, when it is so 
it is regarded as a very precious treasure, and kept with tl^ 
greatest care. 

Among the Bengali books for the lower classes, those most 
• prized are the clumsy poetical epitomes, which pass for transla- 
tions of the two great epic poems. But as, even in this curtail- 
ed form, the Bkmdyana and the Mahdbhdrata are somewhat volu- 
minous, and therefore expensive, they cannot be purchased so 
readily as smaller books, which may be had for a few coppers, 
and which therefore are far more widely disseminated — though 
it is always difficult for Europeans to obtain copies of them. 

The first and foremost among these is an Encyclopaedia, 
called the Shishuhodhak, or Child's Instructor. Of this we 
have managed to purchase a splendid copy, ready bound, with 
a vignette on the title, a picture alphabet, and an ornamental 
border round every page — all for six pice {%d.). It contains an 
alphabet; a treatise on arithmetic and mensuration, with all 
the rules in poetical language; directions for letter-writing; 
an invocation of the Ganges ; some mythological tales ; and 
what are called the Chdnakya Slokes, or golden verses, 108 in 
number, both in Sanscrit and Bengali ; the whole comprised 
in fifty-four pages. This little book is more extensively used in 
the indigenous village schools of Bengal than any other. The 
treatise on arithmetic, which it contains, is really not bad; and 
in all probability it is to it that the marvellous readinessjn 
reckoning, possessed by so many Bengalis, may be ascribed. 
The Sanscrit slokes are the same which are in almost every 
body's mouth, and for the extensive diffusion of which it hBs 
often been thought so difficult to account. A few samples of 
them have appeared in No. XXII. of this Review. The 
compiler of this little work is unknown to us : but be has 
evidently succeeded in making just the kind of book, that 
was adapted to the popular taste, and to the most urgent wants 
of learners. This shows him to have been a man of some 
judgment. With the exception of the alphabet and the arith- 
metical table8,^the whole of it is in verse. The typography 
of our copy, though far above the average, can only be charac- 
terized as execrable. 

It is the principal object of the present paper to communi- 
cate such information, as may enable the reader to form a cor- 
rect estimate of the staple of the popular literature. For this 
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purpose, it appears very appropriate to give a translation of 
Invocation to the Ganges, which has been mentioned among 
the contents of the Child's Instructor, On the one haitd, it is 
universal^ admitted to be one of the finest productions, in 
poyil^^Tanguage, of Bengali genius ; whilst on the other, it is 
l^sented to the youthful mind, at the very threshold of the 
temple of Learning, being the first lesson, which a child is 
taught to read or to repeat: — 

INVOCATION OF OUNOA. 

Salutation to thee, O river of the gods. I hear of thy majesty in the 
Puranas, thou ancient purifier of the fallen. Thou art sprung from the 
feet of Vishnu ; thy name is the Limpid one, the mother of Suras, Asuras, 
and men. The drinking vessel of Brahma was thy abode ; at his side thou 
didst dwell, and sancUfy the city of the gods. Seeing the sad state of 
moi*tals, to deliver them from the fear of the future, thou, goddess of tbs 
gods, earnest upon earth. Bhagiratha, the descendant of the Sun, was the 
first to show thee the way, and to bring thee down into our world. The 
most wicked sinner, upon touching thy water, goes to heaven in his body ; 
thy water is spotless; to drink it is very meritorious; Brahma and Vishnu 
cannot describe its virtues. Placing thee on his head, Shiva regards him* 
self as blessed; who can describe such greatness? Rice, or vegetables, or 
any other food, cooked with thy water, are things which the gods themselves 
long after. Such food is like Ambrosia. In the Vedas, Vyasa says that ho 
who eats it, need not fear Yaraa (Death.) The name of thy junction with 
the sea is the source of supreme bliss itself; Brahma and Vishnu cannot 
describe it. The low Siidra, or Sanyasi, on dying, goes to heaven, if lie 
has bathed there, when the sun enters Capricorn. By pronouncing tliy 
name, he obtains admittance to the house of Vishnu; lie is spared the 
sight of Yama’s city. When life has fled from the corpse, the father, the 
mother, the child, and the wife, drag it to the place of cremation. The 
wife and the child abhor it; they bathe and go away; but thou at that 
time foldest it to thy bosom. Whilst their means last, affectionate friends 
nn^. relatives weep for the dead a day or two. In that day of trouble, no 
friend remains, but thou alone. The lifeless corpse, fed upon by crows 
and jackals, floats till it reaches thy banks; when hundreds of heavenly 
cceirteznns, with fans in their hands, come to attend upon it. Near thee 
I will abide, even if I should become a lizard, or a crab, or the leanest 
puppy. Dwelling in a land, where there is no Gunga, the master of a 
million of elephants is miserable. Worms, and insects, and men, and a 
thousand other creatures, are all treated alike by thee. The most wicked 
of sinners, if he but touch thy water, enjoys thy favour in the last extremi- 
ty. How can I adequately describe the majesty of Gunga ? It is fully 
nourtrayed in the Puranas. Singing thy praises, I, Chakrabarti Kabikau- 
Kan, pray thee to give me faith in Gobiuda (Vishnu,) &c. 

These are the sentiments systematically instilled into the 
minds of thousands of children, as soon as they have managed 
to learn their alphabet. They are at once initiated into the 
daily rites of their religion, taught to despise the countries 
lying at’a distance from the Ganges, directed to the waters of 
that river as the means of washing away the foulest crimes^ 
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and famtiiarized with that perversion of judgment, which looks 
with admiration on the disgusting speotaole, so offensive to all 
the feelings of humanity, which meets the eye of the traveller 
on the river, almost at every step he advances. 

Among all the popular Bengali books, the 
is the one most entitled to a prominent notice, for various rea^ 
sons. It probably is the greatest favourite with the middle and 
upper classes, especially with the fair sex ; and may be regarded, 
upon the whole, as a more creditable specimen of elegant litera- 
ture, than any other work of genuine Bengali origin. As the com- 
plete collection of its various parts is somewhat large, the high 
price is an impediment to its circulation. It is, in some respects, 
an interesting production. The author, Bharata Ohandra E4y, 
appears to have been the poet laureate of the celebrated Raja 
Krishna Chandra Ray of Nadiya, the Augustus of his age, who 
lived about a century ago. Not many years after the great inun- 
dation of 1730, and the devastation of Bengal by the Mali- 
ratta hordes under Bhhskar Pandit, the Raja, on some par- 
ticular occasion, made a great feast, somewhat similar, in its 
pretensions, to that of Ahasuerus, which is described ,at the 
commencement of the book of Esther. For the entertainment 
of the illustrious guests assembled in his palace, poetical per- 
formances were got up, accompanied with music, which evi- 
dently were an equivalent to our modern theatricals^ Bharat 
Chandra appears to have been a votary of Durgd, to whom, in 
the work under consideration, he gave the epithet of Annadd, 

“ the giver of food,'’ alluding to the distress and famine, from 
which the country had lately been delivered, in his opinion, 
through the favour of that goddess. The term Mangal, “ wc^- 
tare," is another of her titles. She encouraged him in a 
vision to undertake the task imposed upon him, and by her. 
inspiration enabled him to acquit himself in a creditable mac^ 
ner. His verses were recited or sung, in successive portions, 
every morning and evening for a whole week, probably iu 
accordance with a preconcerted plan. It is possible that he 
found it somewhat difficult to fill up the wiiole of this measure : 
at all events the work consists of several distinct portions, thd 
only connecting link between which is the constant endeavour 
to magnify his favourite deity. 

Bbkrat Chandra api)ears to have been possessed of a true 
poetical genius. His work contains poetry of almost all kinds, 
and in all metres ; and some of the pieces are really beautiful. 
Nothing can be more pleasing than the cadence of certain of 
his verses ; and he displays a wonderful mastery of all the 
resburces of the language. In the narrative parts, however, he 

L L 
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introduces a very large number of Hindustani ^ords; and 
many of bis Bengali terms have ceased to be intelligible. 

The copy before us consists of two volumes,* the first of 
whio^ooplgins various mythological tales, taken from the history 
of^jP#PRnind HurgA, including also a quarrel, which the. cele- 
J^ted Vyasa had with the former, upon being refused a dwell- 
ing-place at KAshi. The stories are those most widely circulated 
in Bengal, with which every native is acquainted from the 
nursery. To give an idea of the genius of our author, we 
subjoin two specimens from this part of his work. The first 
is an Invocation of the Sun, to which it is impossible to do 
justice in English prose. It will be seen that one passage in 
it bears some resemblance to a part of the 19th Psalm : — 


INVOCATION OF THE SUN. 

Hail. source of light, remove my darkness! Giver of the day, have 
mercy. The four Vedas proclaim that thou art the resplendent divinity ; 
the god most excellent. Giver of the day, look upon the distressed. Thy 
glory, according lo the Vedas, knows no limits. Forgive the sins of the 
sufferer. 'J'he cause of the universe, the eye of the universe, the life 
of the universe, art thou ; — all divine, the refuge of all divinities, of 
heaven, .hell, and earth. On thy one-wheeled chariot thou drivest on the 
road of heaven, from the eastern mountain to the western, accomplishing 
the race in a single day. Who can describe thy strength ? Thy burning 
rays consume the hills, and dry up the waters of the ocean. How swe^ly 
the lotus smiles, when gladdeneu by thee ! Who can comprehend thy 
essenoe? Lord of the twelve signs, and of all the planets; blessed are 
thy spouses Sangya and Chhaya (Shadow). Shani, Yama, and Manu are 
tby sons, and Yamuna thy daughter. Preserver of the universe purifier 
of the universe ; whence thy name Savita (purifier), thou art the pssence 
of the universe. Convey me safely into eternity ; I ask it with a million 
of salutations. Enthroned for ever on the red lotus, thou ocean of bound- 
Im virtue, the giver of security, endowed with three eyes, thy head 
adorned with a costly ruby, — the remembrance of thee banishes sin ; be 
l^raoious to this company. Kegard in thy own way king Krishna Chandra, 
19 answer to the praises of Bharat Chandra. 

The other piece is a hymn, which is equally beautiful in the 
original with the foregoing : — 

A HTMN. 


The Supreme has turned against me. When the Supreme is a man a 
opponent, what avails his ability ? 

My misery is most distressing. In all my devotions, my intention is 
good, but my performance evil. I have fallen into a state of infatuation. 


* Tbit edition ie very neatly and correctly printed, on good paper. It was got up 
at the '* Sanscrit Press,” and professes to have been critically edited, which we doubt. 
At all events, some of its readings are widely different from those of older editions 
All this book is by far the best specimen extant of Bengali iioetry, it woxild not be 
amiss to have a really good critical edition of it. 

The common baxar editions, which contain only Bidyn and Sundatt are wretched 
■Mcimens of typography ; some of them, however, are adorned wiUi wood-cats— one 
01 which represents Snndar in the costume of Young Bengsl ! 
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I know that religion leads to happiness; jet mj heart dislikes it. 1 
have a great dread of wickedness; yet it pleases me. 

My wife and child — these vain things— please me ; vain delights delight 
me. He, who rests in self-seeking, is plunged in distress. 

The will of God alone is truth ; all else is vanity. This4l^mmto has 
found, through the favour of his teacher. 

Let not the Christian reader be deceived by the phraseolo^ 
here used. It is not a true index of the author's real feelings, 
but mere talk, put into the mouth of some other person. 
What we call the domestio virtues, such as attachment to one's 
wife and children, are here branded as the most glaring sin ; and 
religion is made to consist in an unfeeling state of metaphy- 
sical contemplation. 

The most interesting portion of the Annadd Marigal is a tale, 
called Bidyd and Sundar, a young couple, of whose adventures 
Mansingha is stated to have heard at Burdwan, when on his way 
to Jcssore, where he had to put down the rebellious Raja Prat&^ 
pdditya — an exploit which forms the subject of one of the subse- 
quent short pieces. 

Bidyd and Sundar is the title of a poem, which might appro- 
priately have been put into the form of a play, and which actu- 
ally does bear some resemblance to the text of a modern Italian 
opera. We cannot tell how far the similarity extends, as re- 
gards the musical accompaniment. It is this composition, which 
is the great favourite of Hindu ladies. The outline of the plot 
is as follows:-— 

There lived at Burdwan a king, named Birasingha, whose 
beautiful daughter Bidyd (Learning) was allowed to choose 
her own husband. Having received a very superior education, 
she declared she would belong only to him, who should surpass l^r 
in learning. This condition being proclaimed, and invitations 
sent out, many princes came to woo the proud maiden, but were 
all unsuccessful. One of her father's messengers, howevA, 
having gone to the court of Kanchi (Conjeveram) in the 
Beccan, the prince royal, whose name was Sundar (Handsome), 
determined to try his fortune. In an incredibly short time he 
proceeded to Burdwan with a large train of horses, &o. of which, 
however, he was eased on his arrival by the guard, who, in 
the true native style, threatened to imprison him, if all was 
not surrendered. Having given himself the name of a “ Fol- 
lower of Learning," he was allowed to keep only his satchel, 
his books, and a favourite parrot, with some money. After 
strolling about the city and viewing its wonders, he found bis 
way to a tank, where, sitting under the shade of a tree, he fell 
^leep. The women, who came to bathe and draw water there, 
were thrown into a delirium of ecstacy at the sight of this 
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sleeping Adonis ; one of them going so far as to charge Pro- 
.'^idence with injustice, for not having been made his wife. In 
the evening an old woman, a dealer in flowers, comes to the 
spot^nj^iapon his awaking, offers him an asylum in her house, 
wlpW^Tiie accepts upon learning that she daily disposes of 
^^wers in the royal palace. She becomes the house-keeper of 
her lodger, taking care to secure for herself a portion of the 
money which passes through her hands. Sundar, having learn- 
ed from her all the particulars of the royal family, and being 
charmed with her account of Bidyo, devises a plan for opening 
a communication with the princess. He constructs a human 
figure of flowers, and places in its folded hands a box, which 
cannot be removed without discharging a flowery arrow at the 
intruder, and which contains a card with a riddle, in the shape 
of a Sanskrit sloke. With this chef-d'oeuvre of her guest, the 
old woman proceeds to the palace. The plot succeeds to admi- 
ration ; and the princess returns an answer to the riddle in the 
same shape, requesting the old woman, on her leaving, to pro- 
cure her an interview with her ingenious correspondent. This 
takes place near the Rath,^ Though no conversation ensues, 
yet “ they both fall into the snare of each other’s eyes ; the 
hearts of both are caught; they exchange hearts, and each 
returns home, with a heart for his trophy.” 

At her next interview with the old woman, the princess tells 
her that she is determined to marry the young man secretly, 
and leave the result to Kali.f The remonstrances of the other 
are all unavailing; she insists upon Sundar paying her a visit. 
On receiving this message, compliance with which appears to 
h^ altogether impossible, he applies for aid to Kdli, who 
graciously answers him, by sending down from heaven a brass 
instrument for house-breaking. Delighted with this gift, he 
pfrays that it may “ cut through bricks and stones, through 
earth and rock.” He next, without the knowledge of his hostess, 
outs a subterranean passage, which leads from his lodging to the 
middle of Bidyas apartment, where he unexpectedly makes his 
appearance, and is favourably received. The first interview com- 
mences with a vain attempt to perform a kind of secret marriage 
ceremony, and ends in the loss of the young lady’s honour. 
Sundar pays her many nightly visits, which, after some time, she 
ventures to return, bringing, on one occasion, a companion for 
the solitary parrot of her lover. 

In the meanwhile, Sundar makes his appearance at court 


, f The ear of Jagannath, which is to be found in every town or viUage of Bengal. 
. t Ksli la auQther form of Durga. 
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in the day time, disguised as a disgusting religious mendicant, 
who puts in bis claim for the princess, and bids fair to be 
successful, since be is able to out-do in learning nil the “ orna- 
ments ” of the court. Bidy4 is twitted by her coirmanions on 
account of her fine prospect of becoming the wil^rPli^^h a 
vagabond. Siindar keeps his secret, both from her and fro^^ 
hostess, who at length suggests to him that he has no chance 
of success, unless ho also becomes a Sanyasi, and manages to 
cut out his rival. 

After some time, the disgrace of Bidyd becomes manifest. Her 
mother, hearing of it, almost becomes deranged, and threatens 
to do, what every disappointed woman in Bengal professes to be 
prepared for; viz., to drown herself, or take poison. Her father 
flies into a dreadful rage, and sends for Dhumketu,* the kotwa), 
or police officer, a man of the most brutal cruelty, who had been 
appointed to his office on the principle of setting A thief to catch 
a thief. The king threatens to punish him for all his former 
crimes, unless he succeed in apprehending the daring house- 
breaker, who violated his daughter. The old rogue, in a great 
fright, asks for a respite of seven days, and sets to work. On 
searching the apartments of the princess, the passage is disco- 
vered, and, instead of the expected super-human monster, Sundar 
is caught, to the horror of his mistress, and his own utter con- 
sternation. He is roughly handled by the unfeeling kotwal, 
and cast into prison. The old flower-dealer also, to her great 
indignation, is cruelly beaten, and all her property confiscat- 
ed. Sundar's prospects now are gloomy indeed. However, 
through the intervention of K^li, whom he invokes, f his real 
name and character are brought to light by the parrot; and 
finally, the prince is honourably dismissed, with his bride, to nis 
native country. 

Impartiality compels us to acknowledge that this romaritic 
story is treated in a manner, which commands admiration, so 
far as the beauty of its language and the richness of its descrip- 
tions are concerned: but its tendency is essentially and grossly 
immoral, and its perusal by native females ruust be injurious 
in the extreme. Both the hero and the heroine are, throughout, 
the objects of the writer's admiration. Faith in K61i is, ac- 
cording to him, rewarded by the successful issue of their cri- 
minal undertakings. And the lascivious interviews between 
them are described, again and again, with disgusting minute- 
ness, and in the most glowing language. If ever vice has been 

• Smoke-tail, or comet 

1* Hie prayer oecnpies fifty couplets, arranged in tlic order of ihe Bengali alphabet, — 
a couplet being devoted to each letter, 
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decked out in gaudy colours, and made to appear attractive, it has 
been in this novel. The study of it must destroy all purity of 
mind ; and yet it cannot be doubted, that if any book is read 
by, an^Op^espectable Bengali females, this is it. But we must 
that there are to be found in Calcutta European 
il^es, who can read with equal interest and delight the most 
licentious novels of Eugene Sue and other French writers of 
the same stamp, — a taste in them much more reprehensible 
than that of their Bengali sisters, who admire Bldy4 and Sundar. 

Passing over the remaining portions of Bharat Chandra’s 
poesies, which we believe are not very popular, the work, which 
next claims our attention, is an account of Nala and Damayanti. 
This interesting and beautiful story is best narrated in the 
original Mahkbhkrata ; but it also forms the topic of several special 
works, both in Sanscrit and Bengali, and probably in most of 
the languages of India. Although it is pretty extensively 
known to Sanscrit scholars, yet it may be new to many of our 
readers ; and we therefore venture to give an outline of it : — 
Nala, the youthful king of Nishadho, and Bamayanti, the 
daughter of the king of Vidarbha, were both paragons of beau- 
ty, and, each having heard of the other’s charms, a mutual 
affection sprung up between them, before they had ever met. 
This affection was strengthened by some celestial geese, which 
appeared first to Nala, and carried a message from him to the 
princess. The love-sick maid soon fell into a decline^ which so 
alarmed her father, that he adopted the expedient of allowing 
her to choose her own husband. Invitations being sent out, 
numerous princes soon began to gather at the palace. Nala, 
wjjjilst on his way to the spot, was met by the four principal 
gods, who also wished to enter the lists as competitors, and 
was compelled by them to communicate their suit to the lady 
a private interview, rendered practicable through their omni- 
potence. He faithfully delivered his awkward message ; and 
in reply was told by the admiring beauty, that he himself was 
the chosen of her heart. When all the aspirants were assem- 
bled, the poor princess w^s sorely puzzled at the sight of five 
Nalas ; but, in answer to prayer, was at length enabled to dis- 
tinguish the true one from the four gods, who had assumed 
his shape ; whereupon she nobly chose him for her partner, and 
was mot, on his part, by the most solemn assurances of con- 
stant attachment. The gods, on taking their leave, conferred 
various boons upon Nala, such as a perfect and instantaneous 
command of fire and water and their effects. On their way 
home, the gods are met by Kali,* a malicious colleague of 

• Pronounce Koli ; he i» not the sarae at the goddess KAlf. 
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theirs, who, finding he was too late, from sheer envy vowed to 
to do Nala all the harm in his power ; in return for which he 
is threatened with the severest punishments by the rest. 

For many years Nala and bis queen lived togethei^insplen- 
dour and happiness at Nishadha. By observing allthSH^^f 
his religion, Nala prevented Kali from obtaining an opportml^ 
ity of entering his person. At length, one unfortunate evening, 
Nala inadvertently forgets a trifling ceremony, when Kali, who 
had watched him all the time, immediately takes possession of 
him, and incites him to gamble with his brother, a favourite of 
his own. Nala is a constant loser, and, by continuing the play 
with increased recklessness, finds himself at length stripped of 
every thing, even his clothes. The queen had previously se- 
cured the children by sending them to her own parents; and 
Nala had just virtue enough left not to gamble away his wife. 
Expelled the city and the country, but accompanied by his faith- 
ful spouse, and covered with the undivided half of her garment, 
he begins bis dismal wanderings. After a few dnys they find 
themselves in a boundless forest, where towards evening they 
lake shelter in a but. The queen, exhausted by fatigue, sinks 
into a profound sleep, and Nala avails himself of it, and deserts 
her, having first cut off* half of her garment for bis own 
use. Damayanti’s despair, on finding herself alone, drives her 
almost mad. She wanders about, and incurs many imminent 
dangers, but is somewhat quieted by the consoling predictions 
of some ascetics; and, after many adventures, at length reaches 
the residence of her parents, where she also finds her children 
again. 

Nala, who professes to have forsaken her, because he coijjd 
not bear the sight of her distress, in his wanderings, falls in 
with a boa constrictor, enveloped in a huge mass of fire, by 
which he is almost consumed. The cries of the perishifig 
creature (which appears to have spoken Sanscrit) arrest his 
attention and move his compassion, and he delivers it from 
death ; when the serpent assumes the form of Karkata, the king 
of snakes, who, professing the most unbounded gratitude, forth- 
with endeavours to manifest it by his conduct. By a good bite, 
he changes the beautiful form of Nala into that of a hideous 
old man, consoling him with the assurance that the venom shall 
prove a source of constant torment to Kali, and that his beauty 
shall be restored to him in due time. Nala at length enters 
the service of king Rituparna at Ayodhya, as a charioteer, and 
soon discovers in the groom his own former servant, and with 
diffi<uilty keeps his secret from, hissi^actous old acquaintance. 

In the mean while, Damayanti and her parents make every 
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imaginable effort to discover the retreat of Nala. At last an 
active Brahman, by repeating at Ayodhya the slokes taught 
him by Damayanti, which contain an allusion to her peculiar 
historv^ll^eeds in discovering a trace of him, which leaves 
nojji^l^rln the mind of the disconsolate queen. She now 
^iopts the stratagem of persuading her father to send (osten- 
sibly to all the courts, but in reality only to that of Rituparna) 
a message to the effect, that, as Nala had not been heard of for 
years, his queen would proceed, after two days, to the choice of 
a second husband. Rituparna determines to seek her hand, 
and Nala is more anxious still to ascertain the truth or false- 
hood of the alarming message. The charioteer was a good whip ; 
with more than railway speed he carried his master through mid- 
air; only stopping on the way to give him a proof of his most 
wonderful skill in arithmetic. Rituparna makes an exchange 
with him, paying him for his acquirements in driving and arith- 
metic by making over to him his own skill and luck in playing at 
dice ; which being done. Kali is compelled, under excruciating 
agonies, to go out of him. 

On ariiving at Bidarbha, Rituparna discovers that he has been 
duped ; but, as he ought to have known better than to believe in 
the second marriage of a Hindu woman, he ie obliged to conceal 
his disappointment, and stays long enough to witness the meta- 
morphosis of his charioteer, and his recognition by Damayanti. 
The happy couple, once more united, return to Nishadha, where 
Nala, by means of the skill received from Rituparna, now de- 
feats his brother in gambling, and recovers back all that he had 
lost, without taking any revenge upon the usurper. After a 
njjmber of blissful years, both the hero and the heroine ascend 
to heaven. 

This narrative, as given in the third book of the Mahdbhdrata, 
i# 'truly charming. In its Bengali form, it is by far the least 
immoral of all the popular tales in that language, which we 
have ever seen. And yet we are compelled to point out the 
injurious influence which it must exercise. It was originally 
related to Judhisthira, for the purpose of encouraging him to 
bear his sufferings with patience. It is not the innocent Dama- 
yanti, but the gambler Nala, that is made the object of compass 
sion and admiration. The sin, which enabled Kali to obtain 
possession of him, was bis forgetting to carry a cup of water 
with him to a certain place. His recklessness, in gambling away 
his all, and deserting bis faithful wife, is represented as his 
misfortune, and not as his crime. And Anally, the perusal 6f 
this story is repeatedly recommended, at least in all the .Ben* 
gali editions, as a sure road to heaven. 



POPULAR LITBRATUBB OF BENGAL. 


269 


The Bengali version, most commonly met with, is disfigured 
by frequent invocations of Durgli and other popular objects of 
modern worship, which are not so much as alluded to in the 
original. The author must have been but a poor p(||ijand if 
the book enjoys any amount of popularity, it certainiy^Hil^Dt 
be ascribed to any talent or skill of his, but solely to the sun^ 
ject-matter itself. 

The Thirty-two Thrones and the Twenty-Jive Ghosts^ are 
two collections of short stories, which are frequently met with 
in prose, and which have also been rendered into verse, to 
gratify the popular taste. Tliey are both derived from Sanscrit 
originals of a modern date. The former contains thirty-two 
stories, said to have been related by thirty-two images (which 
adorned the throne of Vikramaditya) to Bhoja Rfij, who dis- 
covered the throne again, after it had lain buried under ground 
for centuries. When he first attempted to seat himself on it, the 
first image forbade him, because ho was not a worthy siioces- 
Bor of its former occupant ; and, to convince him of his unfitness, 
related to him a story illustrative of Vikramfiditya’s princely 
disposition. In this way, he is foiled thirty-two times: — 
after which it is to be hoped that he gave up his ambitious de- 
signs. These anecdotes of Vikrara4ditya are very unequal, some 
of them being rather interesting, whilst others are intolerably flat. 
As that king is, in the eyes of the native public, a perfect pattern 
of virtue, we subjoin the following account of his accession to 
the throne. It is taken from another work, and combines part 
of the Introduction to the Thirty-two Thrones, with the story of 
the Tenth Image. 

VIKRAMADITYa's accession to the throne. 0 

After King Bhartribari, disgusted with the sad discoveries he had made, 
had retired to the woods, the kingdom of Malwa was reduced to a state of 
complete anarchy, and Uijayani, the capital, resembled a cemetery : whei%- 
upon a ghost, called the Fire-ghost, began to infest the land and devour the 
inhabitants. In their perplexity, the ministers of state made an agreement 
with the monster, to the etfect, that every day one man should be appoint- 
ed to reign during tlio day, and devoured by the ghost at night. 

Some time having elapsed in this way, the Giizerat merchant, with whom 
Vikramaditya was residing, took him with him on a journey which he made 
for selling liis wares; and accidentally came to Uyayani. In the morning, 
Vikramaditya went in disguise to see the interior of the city. He was 
greatly surprized and distressed to see it wholly in a ruinous condition, 
aod the inhabitants cowed with terror. At length he observed, that all 
the ministers of state had assembled near the bouse of a potter, and 
dressed un his boy in all the gaudy array of royalty, while the parents were 
standi ng by, weeping in bitterness of spirit. Vikramaditya asaed the pot* 
ter, « What are these people doing to your boy ? Why are you weeping T 

* Belt known under the titles —Bdlriik SingkiMan end Bait&t Pachm. 
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'Lho potter replied, '* They are takiog my boy to make him king fot to day. 
Vikram4ditya said, Such a prospect ought to fill you with joy ; how isYt, 
then, that you weep ?” The potter replied, “ Bhartribari, our former king, 
has retired to the woods; and now the country, being in a state of anarchy 
is inf^^giiy a monster, called the Fire-ghost, who eats the people ; so 
ouj^^^Wsbave made an agreement with him, that we must all, one by one, 
|i|Rrcise the royal ofiBce for a day, and be devoured by the monster at night 
To-day it is my turn; but as I am very old and sickly, they have, instead 
of myself, taken this my only son, to bo king to-day and devoured to-night ; 
for this reason we are weeping. If Vikramaditya, our king s brother, were 
alive, we should not be reduced to such distress, but I understand that he 
is dead and gone.” Having said this, the potter began to weep afresh. 
Vikramaditya, deeply affected with his tale, said to him, “ 0 potter, put me 
instead of thy son ; this will be good for both of us : for if to-night I am 
devoured by the Fire-ghost, your son’s life will be saved, and I shall obtain 
great merit by giving my life for another. If the monster fail to devour me, 
I shall bo king, and will deliver you from this miserable state.” The potter 
replied, “ What you say, is very true; but you are my guest, and if to save 
the life of my son, I occasion your death, then great guilt will attach to me; 
and when my turn comes round again, I shall have to give up my son 
after all. No, I will not commit such a crime ; let my fate take its course." 
Vikramaditya said to him, “ Do not hesitate ; you will see the use of my pro 
posal hereafter When things have come to the worst, they begin to mend 
1 trust God will, from this day forward, show kindness to this country. Let 
me he \oiir sous substitute to-day; you may be sure that you will novel 
liavo to offer him again to the ghost to be devoured.” Thereupon the potter 
presented Vikramaditya to the rulers, saying," Here is a traveller, who wants 
to be made kiiig. 1 have told him the whole truth, but have not succeeded 
in dissuading him. He is very anxious to see the ghost : so take him instead 
of my sou, and give me back my child.” The rulers complied with the request 
of the potter, and began to anoint and dress up Vikramaditya. In the course 
of this operation, his beauty became so apparent, that they all began to 
suspect who he was. Having seated him on the throne, and transacted 
the pending business, they were instructed by him to prepare a repast 
for the ghost. This being done, the ministers of state went to their respec 
live homes. 

In the evening, Vikramaditya, having performed the customary cereino 
ines, seated himself on the throne, sword in hand. A little after dark tlie 
Fireghost came to the palace, and, after eating the repast which had been 
prepared for him,* turned to devour Vikramaditya. But the king at- 
tacked him manfully, aud struggled with him so successfully, that the 
monster became quite exhausted, and would have lost his head, had he 
not sued for and obtained mercy in the last extremity. The ghost then 
spontaneously acknowledged his victor as Prince Vikramaditya, the right- 

• As no one looks for historical accuracy in a tale like this, we do not hesitate to 
take a few liberties witli our autljorities, in introducing, from the Batrish Singhasan, 
a circumstance which forms a connecting link with what follows. During the repast, 
which was a very grand affutr, and entirely to the taste of his ghostship, the king 
asked his unearthly visitor, what his qualities were? To this he replied, as almost 
every Hiudu would have done, that he could do anything. He also stated that he 
knew every thing. The king then requested the favour of being informed, how long 
be would have to live ? The ghost said. One hundred years. The king, professing to 
dislike the two ciphers at the end, as unlucky figures, Mgged his omnipotent guest to 
change the number, by either adding or subtracting one year. But this the ghost de 
dared to be an impossibility. It was this discovery which emboldened the king to fight 
the monster, since it was not in his power to curtail his life. 
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ful lieir to the throne, and promised henceforward to be his obedient 
servant. In the morning the ministers were greatly rejoiced to find 
VikramAditya safe and sound; and readily believed him, when he told 
them who he was. Thus commenced the brilliant reign of King Vikraraa- 

The Baiidl Pachiai (of wliich the Hindi version 
widely circulated) was written by a man of much greater tale^ 
than the Bdtrish Singhdsan ; but its tendency is far more im- 
moral. We believe that it has been translated several times 
into Bengali. The edition, which we have seen, is wretchedly 
printed ; but the versification is not bad. We have not read 
more than about one-tenth part of the book; the sight of a 
brick — or rather of the entrance — being quite sufficient to 
deter us from going over the whole house. As, however, all our 
readers may not have had occasion to read quite so many In- 
dian stories, as we Lave been obliged to do. we will not withhold 
the brick from them. The following, tnen, is an abstract 
of the introduction to the book ; — 

In the days of King Vikramaditya, an unpromi&iug looking 
sanydsi made his appearance at the court, aud received some 
Hilling attentions from the monarch, whom he, in return, 
presented, on sundry occasions, with some fine specimens of the 
bel fruit. For some time, these presents were overlooked, but 
one being at length accidentally opened, the king found a ruby 
inside, and, on examining thereat, their contents proved equally 
precious. Tlie king now began to think more highly than 
before of his uncouth visitor ; and this worthy, on his part, 
found it an easy task to convince the monarch that he was pos- 
sessed of rare acquirements in knowledge; and offered to com- 
municate to him certain important mysteries, if he would, f^i 
the dead of the night, accompany or rather follow him to a 
smasdn* on the banks of the Godavery river, and there impli- 
citly obey his injunctions. The king consented. The following 
IS, substantially, the description of his adventure given by the 
Bengali poet: — 

VIKRAMADITYa’s visit to TUE CEMETEliy. 

I ^ having set, and night come on, the king went alone, sword in 

in sanyasi was delighted to see him arrive in the cemetery, and 

acb 1 L- approach. The king made many profound bows to him, and 
I to do? Tell me quickly.” The ascetic replied, 
otfn , cemetery is two kos in length. In the centre of it 

wnas a sissu tree, on which a corpse hangs; go quickly and fetch that 

I he king, somewhat frightened, obeyed the behest. It was the time of 
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the new moon ; the night was pitch dark ; a smart rain was falHng, a fierca 
wind blowing, the sky resounded with thunder, and only now and then a 
flash of lightning enabled the king to pick his way. He was escorted by 
crowds of goblins, some crying out, “ kill him, kill him some dancing on 
one planting themselves right in bis path. All the witches in 

CM0^^were howling and dancing about the cemetery. The ground itself 
^iras shaking, and now and then a funeral pile sent forth its lurid glare 
The ghosts were playing at cricket with empty skulls; and dogs and jackalf 
sung the accompaniment. The bewildered monarch proceeded, until be 
arrived at the foot of the tree, which was very high, and full of fruit and 
flowers. Though feeling somewhat uneasy, he ascended the tree, and ob- 
tained a sight of the body. The expression of its countenance was horri- 
ble ; its long hair perfectly black ; the flesh all gone ; nothing left but skin 
and bone. The king laid hold of it and cut the rope, when the body fell 
to the ground. The king slowly followed ; but, on getting below, and at- 
tempting to lay hold of the dead man, he escaped, and in a moment was 
up in the tree again. The king ascended it a second time, and having 
canied him down on his shoulders, marched off with him. On the wav 
a ghost entered the body, and began to remonstrate with the king ; but to 
no purpose. 

The ghost then, somewhat subdued, related to the king a 
very indelicate story, of which the following is an outline. The 
remaining twenty-four are probably of the same description : — 

A prince and the son of his fatlier*8 minister once went to- 
gether ou a hunting excursion, in the course of which they 
came to a beautiful tank. Whilst the minister’s son was attend- 
ing to his devotions in a neighbouring temple, the prince saw 
a most lovely princess, who came to the tank to bathe. She 
noticed him very attentively ; and, whilst he was looking on, 
plucked a lotus, which she first placed behind her ear, then 
between her teeth, next at her feet, and finally upon her heart. 
Tjiis done, she departed, leaving him behind staring. Upon 
being rejoined by his companion, the prince related to him his 
adventure, in a way which showed that his heart was smitten. 
The minister’s son told him that he might take courage ; for 
the fair lady had given him every reason to hope for success. 
By placing the lotus (padma) behind her ear ( AarnaJ, sho had 
intimated that she lived at Karnat ; by putting it between her 
teeth (danta J, that kihgDantamukuta was her father ; by laying 
it at her feet, that her own name was Padmdbati (Lotus-river;) 
and by applying it to her heart, that he bad found a place 
there. The two sportsmen then went to Karn&t ; and the minis- 
ter’s son soon discovered an old woman, a dealer in flowers,* 
who was willing, for a consideration, to carry a messag;,^ to the 
princess. Her reception was not very flattering; she returned 
with ten black finger marks on her forehead, inflicted by the 
bands of the royal lady, at the end of a long series of heavy 


* Such an old woman is a standing peraonaga in all that* stories. 
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blows. The minister's son, however, soon found out that these 
meant that, on the tenth evening of the dark lunar fortnight, 
the princess would be willing to disclose more. When the day 
came, the old messenger was very loath to expose bjyjel^gain 
to a close contact with the hands of royalty ; howeverTWWSuo* 
mise of a very large reward at last had the desired effect. 
princess again slapped her. This time her hands were not 
dipped in Warren's liquid, but in a preparation of saffron ; and 
the last blow was inflicted on the forehead in such a way, that 
the third finger left no mark behind. To crown the poor old 
woman’s misfortunes, she was thrust out of the window. On 
her return, the minister's son interpreted the lady's meaning to 
be that, on the third night, the prince might visit her, provided 
he entered her apartment by the window. This interpretation 
proved correct. An interview took place, in the course of 
which she ascertained who it was, that had interpreted her Ian* 
gunge of love. On dismissing the prince, she promised to send 
in the course of the day some sweetmeats, of which, however, 
he was not to eat on any account, as they were intended solely 
for his sagacious companion. The latter, however, was too cun- 
ning for the princess. When the sweetmeats arrived, he gave 
them to a dog, who died immediately. He saw that it was the 
lady’s intention to have got rid of him, with a view to exercise an 
unlimited controul over the good-natured prince. Determined 
to take his revenge, he instructed the prince, at his next inter- 
view, to send his mistress into a mesmeric sleep,* to imprint 
upon her thigh the mark of a trisal, or three-pronged fork, 
and then come away, bringing wuth him one of her ornaments. 
All this was done. Instructed by his companion, the pri^e 
next offered the ornament for sale to a goldsmith in the bazar; 
but, as the owner’s name was inscribed on it, he was speedily 
handed over to the police, and subjected to an invesiigatidb. 
He professed to have received the ornament from his guru, a 
sanyksi, who was living in tlie smasdn. This worthy (who was 
the prince’s companion) on being questioned, stated that a few 
Rights back he had been sadly disturbed in his devotions by a 
number of ladies and gentlemen, who had taken it into their 
heads to have a bull and supper in the cemetery, partaking of 
blood, &c., by way of refreshment. Among the persons pre- 
sent he had distinguished particularly one, by the mark of a 
Msul, which she had on her thigh. In the morning he bad 
picked up this ornament, with which be h%d sent his disciple 

. * It would be an interesting subject of inquiry, whether, and to what extent, the 
JVgglera, conjurors, Ac., with which India abounds, have been acquainted with, and 
Blade use of, Mesmerism. 
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to the bazar. The king soon discovered that there must hav^ 
been something wrong with his daughter ; and, by the san}4si'8 
advice, turned her out of doors. The prince (who had been 
released^flpn comforted her, by taking her to his home. The 
obi^PiOms story was to teach Vikram^ditya that he ought 
jlftTlike the father of that princess, to inflict punishment 
hastily. 

The book entitled Kcmttikahilmha is, or at least professes to 
be, a collection of entertaining anecdotes regarding the modern 
Vikram^ditya of Bengal, Raja Krishna Chandra R^y. We have 
gone through a good portion of this volume, but have derived 
very little entertainment from it. The few pictures, which it 
contains, are the most amusing part of it — and they are amusing 
on account of their very primitive appearance. The author, 
who writes easy poetry, does not profess to give a regular bio- 
graphy ; but his attempts at witticisms are complete failures, 
and the language of admiration, which he puts into the mouths 
of the women, who obtain a sight of the young raja on the occa- 
sion of his marriage, is grossly indecent. The nearest approacli 
to a passable joke, which we have discovered, is the account 
which is given of the perplexity of the raja, when visited by a 
foreign pandit, who challenged the nine jewels of his court, ex- 
pecting, if victorious, to obtain one-half of his dominions, and 
promising, if conquered, to become the raja’s slave. The Au- 
gustus of Bengal trembled at the probability, which appeared 
very strong, of losing half his territory, when he was unexpect- 
edly delivered from his fears by a poor cowherd, who dressed 
himself up as a pandit, carrying under his arm a book com- 
pj^ed of fragments of his bedstead.* This man appears to 
have known a little of Sanscrit; and, in a sloke, set forth a con- 
troversy between the water and the jar which contained it, and 
proposed the sage question, which of the two was in the 
right, and which in the wrong. The jar complained of the cut- 
ting and burning and other hard usage to which it was sub- 
jected on account of the water ; whilst the latter expatiated 
on the indignities put upon it on account, or with the aid, of 
the jar. This question so puzzled the self-conceited foreigner, 
that he took himself off, to the great relief of the raja. To- 
wards the close of the book, there is a curious account of a good- 
for-nothing youth, the son of one of the court pandits, who 
was cursed by his father, and had ashes set before him, instead 


* The form of a book, most approved of by Pandits of the genuine old stamp, 
is that of very long and very narrow slips of paper, with Uie print or writing long 
ways. The loose leaves are put between two boards of the same shape, kept togethri 
by a wrapper of cloth, which is tied with a string. Hence the deoeption was easy. 
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of rice, by his mother. The young man, who up to that time 
appeared to be case-hardened, took this so to heart, that he ran 
away from home, and, after wandering about for some days, at 
length found himself in the midst of a dense fo reat. T here 
he fell in with an old ascetic, who, after hearin^filUl^y, 
manifested great compassion, and might have done son^ 
thing for him, had he not just then received an i^itimationi 
that his career was drawing to an end. He hastily commu- 
nicated to the youth his sacred formula, and soon after- 
wards was bitten by a snake and died. The youth had grace 
enough to remember and repeat the formula, upon which the 
old man appeared to him again, and gave him a little further 
instruction, thus communicating to him supernatural power. 
Drawn towards home, he arrived at Nadiya, and entered the 
temple of Kali there, just as the king was performing worship. 
The raja, it appears, was not so strong in faith, as he was 
zealous in practice. On entering into conversation with the 
}oung sanydsi about the image, before which he had just 
been prostrating himself, he hinted a doubt, as to whether the 
goddess really dwelt in the image. The young ascetic, fired 
with indignation, offered to prove to him that she did ; but 
warned him, that if any of her blood was spilt upon the ground, 
the king must die. Armed with a whip, he then belaboured 
poor Kali so effectually, that the blood streamed from her body 
in much greater profusion than the doubting raja had ever 
expected to see, and some of it actually fell upon the ground. 
The terrified raja tried all in his power to reconcile the god- 
dess, and succeeded at length ; upon whieh she favoured him 
with a vision, disclosing his upi)roaching end, and shortly af^'r 
admitted him to heaven. 

The only remaining volume, or rather pamphlet, of which we can 
give a somewhat favourable account, is entitled Kabitdrat/Bi- 
or Mine of Poetical Jewels, which professes to enable a man, 
within a very short time, to become equal to a first-rate pandit. 
It is a very brief encyclopedia of Sanscrit quotations, or pithy 
Mayings, with a Bengali commentary in verse. There is an- 
other volume, which has nearly the same object, and is perhaps 
equal to this; but it is so very wretchedly printed, that one 
cannot possibly make head or tail of it. This Mine of Jewels is 
uo California ; at least the grains of gold are few and fur be- 
tween : but some are really to be found, such as this, that“ The 
kokil, though he eats the most dainty food, i§ not vain ; whilst 
the frog splits with pride, though his drink is water from the 
dirtiest puddle,” “ The kokil leaves off singing, when the 
rains set in ; because he does not choose to have his music 
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aocompanied by the croaking of frogs." '"The profession of 
a thief ia a very good one, so long aa he is not caught/* Then 
are a few longer pieces in the volume^ of which the following is 
a favouraijlg specimen : — 

the two snakes. 

^^Vhilst the prince royal of a certain country was asleep, a small snake, 
as thin as a* string, entered his nostrils and went down into his belly, 
whereupon the prince was (apparently) aflflicted with a complaint in lug 
Stomach, which baffled the skill of all the medical attendants, and threat- 
ened to end fatally. In the hope of saving? his life, he undertook a pU. 
grimnge, in the course of which he one day arrived at the foot of a large 
sissu tree, and went to sleep. Beneath that tree there lived a huge ser- 
pent, the guardian of untold treasures. This serpent, on peenfng up to see 
who had come, soon smelt a rat — or at least the snake inside the prince’s 
body, and began to upbraid him for being so wicked as to torment a royal 
personage. The other turned round upon him, and upbraided him for 
robbing kings of their treasures. After a long squabble, the large serpent 
said, “If the juice of one of the leaves of this tree touch any part of your 
body, you must die.” The other retorted by saying, “ And if the prince drops 
a little of the juice of its root into your hole, you must die.” Fortunately 
for the prince, he overheard what was said, and, on awaking, soon succeeded 
in destroying both the litigants. Having recovered bis health, and taken 
possession uf the treasure, lie returned home. 


The few volumes* and pamphlets, of which an account has 
now been given, comprize all that is in any way fit to be read, 
in the whole range of popular Bengali literature, at least so 
far as we are acquainted with it ; and the reader, who has any 
regard for morality, will feel compelled to skip many a passage 
even in these. We are aware that tlte popular standard of 
coarseness varies in different ages and different countries. The 
novels of Fielding and Smollett, once fashionable books, would 
net now be tolerated on the shelves of an English lady. 
Pi •ior’s Fahles are justly regarded as unfit to be read in schools. 

S en Gil Bias, once admired by the whole world, is now gene- 
ly looked upon^as coarse. It would not be fair to refuse 
to Bengali books the benefit of a concession, which is* often 
made in favour of European works. But, after making every 
allowance, it must be owned that the former exceed the bounds 


of decency beyond all reasonable proportion. Gross obscenity, 
dark superstition, an extravagant and horrible marvellousness, 
and frequent references to idolatry, form the principal ingre- 
dients of that seasoning, which alone can render a book palata- 
ble to the popular taste of Bengal. Nala and Damayanti is 
the only one, that appears to form an exception. 

Whilst the books, which have already been reviewed, form 
a oomparatively bearable class, we must now invite attention 


* These volumes rmrely extend to SOO pegee. 
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.0 a second and much larger class, which is deserving of unquali- 
Hed condemnation. It consists partly of mythological works, 
and partly of amatory tales. The libidinous doings of Krishna 
and his adulterous consort R&dhi form the subjec t ^f at least 
seven, and probably more, different productions 
length. Some of them are paraphrases of certain parts o^ra^ 
Bbagavat Purina and the Mahdbharata ; whilst in pthers the 
same materials are worked up into different shapes according 
to the taste of each writer. It was a saying of John Newton, 
that one mouthful of tainted meat was quite sufficient to justify 
the rejection of the whole joint. On the strength of this 
apophthegm, we have not read these books through ; but we 
have gone over the tables of contents, and taken a bite here and 
there, which abundantly convinced us that the whole is an abo- 
minable mass of corruption. There are also two productions, 
both entitled Pdnchdli (one of them consisting of four separate 
parts;, which contain other mythological stories, in addition to 
those of Radhd and Krishna. These are, if possible, worse than 
the former. We suspect that these mythological tales are more 
1‘xtensively read than any other books, because Radhd and 
Krishna are favourite deities with the great majority of the in- 
habitants of Bengal. The character of these objects of worship 
IS so vile, that those, who describe it, feel it necessary to apolo- 
gize for.it by urging the plea that Krishna, being "the lord of 
/the world, had a right to do what ho pleased with bis own, 
and to show that he was not subject to those laws of morality] 
which common mortals are bound to obey. But reason and 
experience unite in proving that his example has a frightfully 
contaminating power; and that the natives of Bengal will never 
cease to be addicted to profligacy, until Krishna shall h^e 
ceased to be the object of their worship, their thoughts, and their 
affections. Shiva, who is *tbe favourite god of the higli^r 
classes, and Durg^ or K&li, who may be empHltically called the 
national deity of Bengal, are almost as licentious as Krishna 
and Radha, ajid withal so utterly destitute of all humane feeling, 

to constitute them personifications of a truly fiendish or in- 
lernal character. So long as the worship of such monsters 
continues to prevail among all classes, as it does at present, it is 
hopeless to look for any improvement in the moral condition of 
a country. 

Where every prospect pleases, 

And only man is vile. 

It was the writer's intention to have examined and reported 
upon some twenty amatory tales, submitted to him; but this 
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task liras toa revolting to be performed. A trial was made 
with two or three of the number; but the feeling of disgust for- 
bade its being persevered in. In order, however, to bo able to 
desorib^jjg^ character of these productions, not according to 
tks^lMRSt^of blind prejudice, but from personal inspection, wc 
momitted to the hateful drudgery of going carefully through the 
tables of oontents, usually very full, and turning up, for perusal, 
those passages, which appeared to afford an insight into the 
real character of each book. We do not remember having 
ever devoted four hours to a* more repulsive occupation. The 
tales referred to, are, for the most part, wretched imitations 
of Bidyk and Sundar. A hero and a heroine are introduced, 
and their profligacy is described at full length. The artistic 
powers of the poet, who composed the piece just named, throw 
such a charm over his performance (some passages excepted,) 
that, in the case of the Medicean Venus, its indecency loses 
much of its repulsiveness; but in the other works of the same 
class, this is not the case; there, vice is exhibited like a corpse 
under the hands of the anatomist, which produces unmingled 
disgust in the minds of all, who have not become familiar with 
the sight by the force of habit It is almost impossible to con- 
ceive of any thing more truly horrible than some pages of each 
of these volumes. They must utterly pollute the imagination 
of those, by whom they are read, or to whom they are recited bv 
strolling singers;* and, when it is borne in mind that the ima 
gination is naturally in league with sin, and particularly so 
among a people unacquainted with the pure doctrines of the 
Bible, it will be' evident that the amount of immorality and 
v^e, which such writings engender, is literally incalculable. 
We cannot for a moment think of advertizing them, by inserting 
their titles: sufiBce it to say, that one of them, the least ob- 
jectionable of all. and forming a class of its own, because written 
in prose, is callea T/ie Blame of Women,\ 

Impossible as it may appear, it is nevertheless true that the 
Bengali (or Hindu) mind has discovered depths of profligacv, 
lower still than those already pointed out. There are pamphlets 
for sal© in the Calcutta bazars, written for the express purpose 

• We euspeot, thoagh we have not the means of proving it, that these tales form 
the atibjeot of the musical and dancing performanees at the naulches. At all events 
they are frequenUy both aang and aeted by the companies of singers or dancers, who 
travel through the length and breadth of the land, and who reap a rich harvest at 
ineias, and on the oooasion of heathen festivals. 

t The almminable atories. which it eonuins, are taken from that strange mnseum 
Ok a n dri l Af which it a moUey eollection of things preeioao 
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of reducing bestiality to a systematio theory. Had we not seen 
them, we could not have believed in their existence. The mind 
of Milton's or Klopstock's Satan, and even that of Gothe’s 
Mephistopheles, would have revoked with horror con- 

tact with such defiling abominations. The pubncSMilli^d 
sale of such books, and of engravings of an equally filtoj^ 
character, ought, unquestionably, to be proscribed as a crime, 
and punished as such by the rulers of the land. We believe 
that many Hindus would thank them for doing it. 

Among the books containing abominable tales, there are two 
or three, which profess to be written for the purpose of deterring 
young men and women from entering upon a course of profliga- 
cy; but the remedy, which they apply, is quite as bad as the 
evil, which they attempt to cure. 

It is an instructive fact that the inculcation of vice in these 
obscene books is invariably perpetrated under the screen of the 
national religion. The title-page prominently exhibits the 
names of some of the popular divinities. The book itself al- 
ways opens with a formal invocation of two or three of them ; 
and ahnost every new section commences with a prayer. Some- 
times hypocrisy goes even to greater lengths ; and language, 
apparently descriptive of the deepest contrition, or the greatest 
spirituality of mind, is put into the mouths of the most aban- 
doned characters. 

When all these things are attentively considered, the repug- 
nance to the education of females, so universally prevalent 
among the natives, will cease to excite surprize. On the one 
hand, tY\e fair sex is regarded by the other with supreme con- 
tempt, because, in accordance with the tenor of very many nat^e 
books (even such as are otherwise of a respectable character), it is 
generally believed that woman, in the abstract, is free from no 
vice, from which she is not debarred by t^e force, either *of 
nature, or coercion. On the other hand, the idea prevails (and 
there is much truth in it), that female education must lead to 
the perusal of such horrible books by female readers. ♦ This 
apprehension exercises an influence quite as powerful and ex- 
tensive, as the prejudice which has been mentioned ; and un- 
happily it is but too well founded. 

From the foregoing statements, the first inference which strikes 
«8, as being of the greatest importance, is that energetic measures 
ought to be adopted by the true friends of the natives, for sup- 

* 2?®*® books MO read extensiTely ; else they would not be published in snob 
them, a very bad one of its kind, conUins eu sdrertistmeDt, in 
wnion the author threatens to prosecute any one, who should pirate his work. 
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plying them with a popular literature of an unobjeotionabJe 
character. Most of the genuine Bengali books, written in prose, 
are intended to be studied, not to be read for the sake of enter- 
tainmen|L|^ome of those translated from the English are ill 
for instance, Johnson's Rasselas. Others, written 
ilmder European auspices, are in a style which, somehow or 
other, is not popular. The Calcutta School Book Society, tlie 
Calcutta Christian Tract Society, and the Rev. K. M. Banerjea in 
bis Encyclopeedja, have endeavoured, and are endeavouring, 
to meet the crying wants of the country ; and their efforts 
deserve a grateful acknowledgment. But, if something lias 
been done, much more remains undone. The books, that are 
needed, are of various sorts. Apart from professedly Chris- 
tian works, a series of volumes of an entertaining and yet 
instructive character, easy and attractive in their style, but not 
referring prominently to religious subjects, would prove a great 
boon to Bengal. A Telemachus and a Robinson Crusoe^ would 
be as acceptable as a Pilgrims Progress. Those now existing, 
are, for the most part, too heavy, and too strongly marked with 
European idioms, notions, and illustrations. The works, that 
are to command success, must be of genuine native origin. 

As almost all books of a popular character are written in 
poetry, it is a question deserving of attention, whether a pure 
poetical literature ought not to be created. The accomplishment 
of this object would be very difficult: partly because it exceeds the 
powers of Europeans ; partly because, in Bengal as elsewhere, a 
poet is born, not made ; and partly because Bengali versification 
requires a good ear and careful study, on the part of any one 
^xbo wishes to succeed in it. Mr. Chamberlain, a Baptist 
missionary of tho first quarter of this century, is, as far as we 
know, tho only European, who ever succeeded in writing fair 
'rfengali poetry. It is not at all improbable that a native, who 
has devoted his youth chiefly to English studies, would, on that 
very account, make a very indifferent Bengali poet; the genius 
and cadence of Bengali and English poetry being about as far 
apart as the poles asunder. The number of natives, able to 
write or speak in what they call poetical language, is surpriz- 
ingly great — probably quite as great as that of those, who can 
write in tolerable prose ; but, owing to the want of study, taste, 

* Since the above was written, we have learned, with interest, that a Bengali edition 
of the Arabiun Nights is in course of publication. And we rejoice to bear, that s 
translation of Robinson Crusoe also is in contemplation. We hope the second part 
may be omitted for the present. 
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and poetical feeling, their effusions are generally very un* 
satisfactory. This remark is applicable also to those Native 
Christians,* one or two excepted, who have composed Christian 
hvmns and poems. We subjoin a few specin^lji^^ their 
hymns, translated by the late Rev. W. H. Pearce, witfPHiaflici- 
ent accuracy to answer our purpose. These are chosen lrS|t 
the better class, but by no means form the best ; — 

This body is a carriage. Its career 
Guide thou, O soul, like skilful charioteer ; 

My stormy passions, like six coursers bold. 

By love divine, as harness, firmly hold. 

The road of truth pursue ; resign not Wisdom's rein, 

Till thou the glorious goal — the throne of God attain. 


How can we safely cross this stormy main. 

And at the port arrive, we long to gain ? 

How reach the shore, where sorrow is unknown ? 
And how obtain an everlasting crown ? 

Look up, my friend, what^essel doest thou trace, 
Inviting voyagers at yon starting place ? 

^Tis Christ the Saviour’s. Yes 1 'tis His, I see. 
Then there is hope, for wretched you and me. 

Since cross we must (we cannot here remain) ; 
Since other means we all have tried in vain ; 

Let us at once His sacred feet embrace : 

Well may we trust His overflowing grace. 

The sea is rough ; its billows may alarm ; 

But in His bark we shall be safe from harm ; 
When Chfist the Saviour acts the pilot’s part. 

No anxious fear need e’er distress the heart. 

His bark He brings, the friendless to befriend ; 
His goodness knows no bounds, His grace no end. 
Come, let us then His willing aid implore ; 

If He assist, then we need fear no more. 

Behold the beauteous vessel — Love her name : 

Let us embark — no need of fear or shame ; 

Christ wants no fee, no present will receive. 
When those transporting, who on Him believe. 


* The most successful of them was a man of the same of Taraohand Datta. But 
it may be affirmed with truth, that there is more of deep Christian feeling and of poeti 
eal tiuent exhibited in some of the numerous hymns of the unlettered Kangali of 
Outwa, who was originally a Bair^i. His widow, upwards of M years old, is still 
alive, or at least was alive a short time ago. 
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Lo, He has hoisted her expanded sail ; 

Behold it filling with a prosperous gale ; 

See, Truth and Mercy quickly ply the oar , 

Christ steers the vessel ; we shall soon be o er, 

^Nf^ow we cross unhurt this stormj main. 

And soon the port shall see, we long to gain ; 

Soon reach the shore, where sorrow is unknown. 

And soon obtain an eTerlasting crown. 

Kano ALT. 


Chorus^ The land where Christ in glory reigns, if we but once attain, 

Then we shall sin and death escape, and life eternal gain. 

Press on, press on, beloved friends, we march to Zion^s gate : 

Here death at last our souls will seize, there life does us await ; 
Destruction's gloomy, dangerous land let us at once forsake, 

And speed our flight to that blest shore, where we may bliss partake ; 
l^at state of endless life and peace, death can no more invade, 

And happy thousands, reaching there, have been immortal made. 

Let not the world our hearts beguile ; its dangers we must shun ; 
Through looking back, Lot's wife, we know, for ever was undone ; 
Though righteous Lot through gr^e escaped from Sodom's burning plain, 
And flying with his daughters, did a place of safety gain ; 

Brethren beloved, the warning take ; your Sovereign’s voice obey ; 
Forsaking this vaia dying world, to heaven direct your way. 

The king who reigns in yon bright land of happiness untold. 

In His blest register our names as subjects has enrolled ; 

We’ll care not, then, for all the toils or dangers we may meet, 

But still with patient courage urge our course to His dear feet ; 

With joy and triumph we’ll proceed, throughout the heavenly way ; 
The crown of gold, for us reserved, will countless toils repay. 

^ Kanoali. 

The poetical publications of the Calcutta Christian Tract So- 
oi^y are all below the proper standard ; and at present there is 
little hope of its being able to enlist the services of a good wri- 
te!* in this line. Perhaps it would not be amiss for it to repub- 
lish the poetical Life of Christ (very imperfect as it is), which 
was written many years ago by a Native Christian at Serampore, 
and of which few copies are now to be met w^h. But of all bib- 
lical subjects, the history of Joseph is the one best adapted to 
form the topic of a Bengali poem. That of Esther would suit the 
national taste even more exactly, but does not appear equally 
suitable on other grounds. Daniel also would be an admira- 
ble subject. The sacred dramas of Metastasio, and still more those 
of Racine, are beautiful illustrations of the success, which may 
attend such works. The latter are universally admitted to rank 


Rtpeutsd ftfimr «Mh tUnsz. 
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among the very finest productions of the genius of France.^ 
But the dramatic form of a European play, after all, does not 
suit biblical subjects near so well as would that form, which is 
most admired in Bengal, and of which Btd^/d and Sundar is the 
pattern. Might not some poetical genius be brou^R^i^iy^ht, 
if prizes were offered for works of this kind in connectionj^^ 
some of our educational institutions ? Only it would be nec^ 
sary to exercise a pretty severe criticism ; for if it be true of 
poetry in general, it is especially true of this description of it, 
that — 

—— Mediocribus esse poetis 
Non homines, non Di, non concessdre columnae. 

The great advan tages of a poetical literature would be its po- 
pularity, and its facility of comprehension. In Bengali prose a 
•sentence may occupy half a page, and yet fairly be regarded as 
simple; but in poetry it must come within the narrow limits of a 
couplet. Hence the sense of the latter is much more readily ap- 
prehended by the popular reader than that of the former, althougli 
the words employed may apnear very difficult to the ordinary 
critic, and prove almost unintelligible to the European student. 

But whether books for the million be written in poetry or in 
prose, the price must be fixed extremely low : else they will never 
become popular in Bengal. The native books of a popular cha- 
racter are printed on paper, which is made, not of rags, but of 
waste paper ; and, between the lines of the Indian poet, Englisli 
words frequently make their appearance, which not seldom 
are also disjecti metnbra poet(B, The binding is so delicate, that 
a volume rarely bears more than one perusal — certainly, if in use, 
not more than one rainy season, unless it be handled with spe- 
cial tenderness. This accounts for their wonderful cheapn^s : 
to secure which will prove a great obstacle to every effort, that 
may be made to replace them by works of a better desoriptioifi 

We have drawn a dark picture, but by no means darker than 
facts will warrant; witness the universally degraded condition of 
the great majoritj^ of widows among the lower orders of Hin* 
dus ; witness the prevalence of impurity of every kind ; wit- 
ness the numbers of abandoned creatures that haunt the streets 
of Calcutta : things so notorious as to call forth the horror 
of the natives themselves — for all of them are not insensible to 
these alarming evils. On the other hand there are some enoou- 

* We may be aHowed to name, at least in a foot-note, the Sacred Dramas of Han- 
nah More, as productions of a similar class, which, sithoagh not held in verr high 
esteem bj professed critics, have nevertheless been admired by thottsandt of juveu- 
lie readers, and so far hare met distingniabed soeeeas. 
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raging ckoutnstances, which must not bo wholly passed over in 
silence. Books free from pollution, generally the fruit of Euro- 
pean and Christian influence, are gradually receiving an extensiv* 
circula tion. Copies of certain Christian tracts, and especially of 
singliijN^ls, are probably as widely diffused as any other vo- 
at least in certain districts of the country. It is to be honed 
That in due time. Truth, divine Truth, in her onward proirress 
will overtake Error, and obtain a triumphant victory over it’ 
It must be evident to the dullest comprehension, that the flood 
of depravity sent forth from the popular press of the present 
day, cannot be driven back merely by the diffusion of books that 
are of human origin, however valuable these may prove as su- 
bordinate auxiliaries. The Book, which alone will be found to 
oppose an efficient barrier to those raging waves of the sea that 
foam out their own shame, is that volume which bears the imprint 

HibirTo.'.bf encouraging thought that the' 

Bible should be written on so wonderful a plan, as to ensure 

us own popularity, and at the same time to present, at every 
fresh reading interesting food to the most acute and the 
most cultivated mind. When once the Bible shall have become 
the household treasure of every native family; and when its 
all-.mportant contents shall be universally known, then will foul 
Impurity be compelled to hide its head before divine Holiness 

of thi hea oblivion before the glory 
nit b«« '1 ! ^ «0"8““mation of this object mav 

Tfflf J ‘^'1 ? "'“n-v "ow suppose. To hasten it let everV 

Iho cin “““ appreciate their own mercies, and 


Can we, whose souls are lighted, 

With wisdom from on high 

Can we, to man benighted. 

The lamp of life deny? 
Salvation, O Salvation ? 

The joyful sound proclaim. 

Till each remotest nation 
Has learnt Messiah’s name. 
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Art. Ill — i. Originest Liturgiccs: or^ Antiquities of the English 
Ritualt and a Dissertation on Primitive Liturgies, By the 
Rev. William Palmer, M. A., of Worcester Colleg e, Ox ford, 
2 vols, London, 1845. 

2. Origin es Ecclesiastics ; or, The Antiquities of the Chrisita^lk 
Church, By the Rev. Joseph Bingham, M. A., fo7'merly 
Felloic of University College, Oxford ; and afterwards Rec’ 
tor, dec. 9 vols. London. 1844. Books XIII., XIV,, XV., 
relating to Divine Worship in the ancient Church. 

3. The Syrian Churches ; their early History, Liturgies, and 
Literature, dtc. By J, W: Etheridge, London. 1846. 

4. Du&e Amlm ki . Kitdb, aur Sdkriminton ki Tartib, aur 
Kalisiya ki Dusri Rasm, aur Dasturon ki England aur Ire- 
land ki muttahid Kalisiyd he tarique ke mutdbiq. Aqudd-i- 
Din ke Sdth. Agra. Yatimon ke Chhdpe khdne men chhdpi 
gai. 1847. [The Book of Common Prayer, and Administra- 
tion of the Sacraments, and other Rites and Ceremonies of 
the Church, according to the use of the United Church of 
England and Ireland. With the Articles of Religion. Agra. 
Printed at the Orphan Press. 1847.] 

Whatever comes into constant and familiar contact with 
man, and yet commands his respect or veneration, fails not ta 
exercise a wide and a deep influence upon him. Nor is this 
effect confined to the leading features of such agent; it attach- 
es also to its minor and even accidental details. Thus, legendary 
stories connected with the people’s faith, and ritual formulae 
wrought up into religious practice (a:s in the case of the Hir^ 
diis and Muhammadans), strike their counterpart upon the 
national mind. Thus, a system of jurisprudence will gradually 
impart something of its colour and character to a people long 
under its action. And the minute and unessential points, the 
adventitious custom and ceremony, or the chance cast of 
phraseology, will norte without even their corresponding effect. 
The stamp will impress not only its leading figures, but its 
finest tracery, and faithfully perpetuate even its flaws and 
defects. 

The principle might be followed out into an endless detail of 
illustration. National poetry, such as the myths of Homer and 
Hesiod, no doubt imparted many broad, as well as delicate and 
intangible, traits to the Grecian character. The sculpture 
painting and afbhitecture of Greece and Rome, as they grew 
out of, so unquestionably have reacted in a thousand ways 
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upon the habits and mind of the people. The labours of 
Jerome still influence the character of Europe : “ the rich and 
picturesque Latin of the Vulgate," where “ the Orientalism of 
the Scriotuje is blended with such curious felicity with the 
idi^i^IrThe Latin," has had a manifest effect upon the lan- 
^fl^e, and upon the thought, of the West. “ It has, no doubt, 
powerfully influenced the religious style, not merely of the 
later Latin writers, but of those of the modern languages, of 
which Latin is the parent."* The English Bible has proved 
an agent no less deep and extensive in its results upon the 
British tongue and mind ; and every day tends only to 
strengthen its hold, and to spread more widely the ramifications 
of its influence. Tlie subject is one which presses with solemn 
responsibility on the translators of the Scriptures into the 
languages of India. 

But it is to another department of religious literature, that we 
mean at present to apply these considerations. The assimila- 
tive action upon the mind is probably as great in the daily, 
or hebdomadal, services of the Church, as in any other in- 
stance ; indeed, greater perhaps, since the constant recurrence 
of liturgies, must, in proportion to their frequency, deepen and 
perpetuate the lineaments of thought and language proper to 
themselves. We doubt not that the Missal and the Prayer 
Book in their own field may vie with the Vulgate and the 
English Bible, in the depth and peculiarity of the features they 
have stamped. 

In this view, the version of public service, which the Episcopal 
Church shall give to the native Churches of India under its in- 
fljjence, assumes a deeply serious aspect. The form of liturgy, 
and the language in whichMt is clothed, will have a large share 
in fixing the character of that part of the Christian community, 
nfly of India itself. Constantly recurring — repeated more fre- 
quently than the Bible itself — every ceremony, every prayer, each 
individual word, will exercise an important influence, which will 
be always present, steadily extending, and ever reproducing itself, 
as a fresh agent of good or evil. It is then a matter of great 
interest that each circumstance and every word should be weighed 
with care ; that no ground be given for false impressions; and 
that all the associations and ideas, resulting even incidentally 
from the version, should be in the right direction. The national 
mind will form itself around the type which we place before it, 
and, like the deposit of the electro-galvanic battery, take im- 
pi;ession of the deformities as well as of the beauties of that type. 


Milman*s Christianity, Book iv., Cb. iii., toK iii., p. 465. 
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Labouring under this strong conviction of the importance 
of Vernacular liturgies in India^ we have taken up the Urdu 
translation of the Book of Common Prayer, noticed at the 
head of this article. But, before passing its merits und er re- 
view, we purpose to consider generally the adaptauSnij^he 
Anglican liturgy to the native Churches of India ; that is tosSj^ 
how far a close translation, as the present professes to be, is 
suited to the position and requirements of the native community. 

In this periodical, the use, or the absence, of a set liturgy is 
of course an open question ; and we propose to consider it at 
present, simply as it affects those, who have already decided in 
the affirmative. 

Now it is perfectly evident that there are certain grand fea- 
tures of human nature and of Christian life, which are the 
same under every clime and in every age. A fallen and cor- 
rupt nature requires a similar confession of guilt from the 
American, the Russian, and the Hindu; from Augustine and 
Justin Martyr, as from the Christian of Great Britain. And 
the same may be said of the expression of faith, hope, love, 
thankfulness, and all such topics. In these particulars, there 
exists no distinction of time and place : so long as they are 
offered by mortal man, the subject-matter of address to God 
must come under the same categories. In so far, then, us 
these are concerned, it would appear that no exception may 
be taken to the transference of approved forms of worship from 
any time and from any nation, to any other age or people. 

But, admitting that this argument holds good with refer- 
ence to such devotional forms, as apply strictly to the ab- 
stract principles above specified, still a large portion of reli- 
gious service must (if it be at all commensurate with tfib 
necessities of the worshipping body) have reference to their 
special circumstances. And it is evident, that, as such cir- 
cumstances are accidental, liable to vary in different times 
countries and societies, and not essential elements or 
adjuncts of Christian life or doctrine, so must the form of 
public devotion, if it be brought to bear upon them, vary accord- 
ingly. Now such accidental elements are, surely, often of too 
great importance, and frequently occupy too large a share of 
Christian life, to be passed by, suh silentio, in the public prayers. 
One or two illustrations of what is meant may assist likewise 
in bringing out the necessities of the Indian Church. 

Our first illustration shall be taken from that department, 
which, in general, least affects the character of prayer, viz., 
the phenomena of nature; and among these we select (per- 
haps the most important) the setting in of the rains. Now, 
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if this be found deeply to call forth the afifections of the people 
their fear, hope, and gratitude, it is not only the duty of the Church 
to raise these afifections heavenwards ; but it is her surest course 
in o^^ygjgBfin her way into the hearts of the nations. Through- 
ou^^^reat part of India, life is so directly and manifestly de- 
indent on the periodical rains, that, if the Heavens even for 
a short period delay their vivifying flood, a season of intense 
suspense is excited, and anxious aspiration to the Lord of all 
animates, as with one breath, the whole body of the people. 
The public feeling should surely, at such times, be inwrought into 
the language of public prayer ; and, “ Give us this day our daily 
bread ' should bo amplified, so as to suit and come up with the 
overwhelming exigencies of that critical period.^ And here, too 
are valuable opportunities forthe expression of Faith in the Ruler 
of the natural world, and of Dependence upon Him, in whose 
hand our breath so absolutely is. And when the long-expected 
rain does at length descend, how does the heart leap for joy 
and what a season for the ofiferings of Gratitude ! Foreigners,' 
as we are, does not the overflowing of thankfulness add upon 
such occasions a new flood of life even to our devotions ? How 

intensely then might such feelings be called forth -in the Hin- 

dll s breast, whose sustenance, home, and very existence, depend 
upon the gracious Providence ! And does not the bursting 
life the new creation of salient energy, covering the late ex- 
panse of torrid dust — the smile of grateful nature instantaneously 
clad in a new vesture of verdant freshness— speak in living 
terms the language of religion and devotion, which might 
well find an echo in our prayers? How manifest the hand of 
^Almighty! How patent His goodness ! How striking the 
type of the resurrection from the dead! These ideas are 
germane to the human mind, wherever the phenomenon ap* 
pears : and the prophet of Islamf well knew how to turn them 
to account. Are we to give no vent to such aspirations and 


" St. Mark.” there are prayers for the waters of the river 
(Ni e) to be raised to their just measure. Palmer, vol. 2, p. 86. The rise of the Nile. 

^”***®» thus^formed the subject of special prayer in Egypt 
‘ seorfum humanarum necessitatL. 

‘ (*• e-orationeniDominicamj. “Petite.” 

‘uSa!* P ’ et sunt quffipetantur pro circumstautia cmusque, praemissi 
legitim& et ordmariS. oratione quasi fundamemo ; accidenlium jus est desideriorum ; 
Mus est superstruendi extrinsecus petitionee, &c.’» De Ora“ C. IX, aZ no doubt Si 
Church, as well as tlie private Oratory, should m«ke provision in prayer for such 

coutmgencies, a.s may lie out of the beaten track, Zd^^yet foZ suSect-^ 
matter of devotional aspiration to the people at large. ^ ^ 

ilieResuiTecaon,for iusUnce, 

• rMM* « Ood. wl,o wndeU. the wind, .nd 

• it h«T\ * «We»»oountry ; nnd thereby quicken 

Sara Mii’ « i” ■'““■Teetion from the de«i be?’\oren. 

sura Miy., », Comp., also S. TI., lOO ; i*t., 49 ; xxi., *4 ; xliii., H. 
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feelings, or at best to put them otf with Collects for “ such 
moderate rain and showers," as may suit with the slowly 
developing energies of an English spring, but only mock the 
rapid and gigantic machinery, which ushers in Jb^^dian 
year ? Ah ! that faith, that dependence, that gratitiic!^i^J|08e 
living witnesses of the nature and goodness of God/ n!S% 
a latent habitation even in the idolatrous Hindu's heart. 
They are chords of nature’s own fabrication ; and if swept, 
at the inspiring seasons of anxious longing for the early and 
the latter rain, or of grateful joy at its reception, by the skil- 
ful hand of the servant of the God of Nature, even the Hea- 
then's heart will respond to the touch.- • 

Our second illustration shall be taken from the moral and 
spiritual phenomena, which surround our native Churches. 
Themselves patches of verdure, but lately reclaimed from the 
vast wilderness — tiny oases encircled by burning and intermin- 
able deserts — they have a deep and a portentous interest in 
the neighbouring tracts, which are ever threatening to swallow 
them up, and restore the wilderness again to its howling uniformi- 
ty. Shall there, then, be no adaptation to this state of things, in 
a liturgy, which has grown up in a smiling country, whose uni- 
formity consists in verdure and cultivation alone ? The 
Churches of India are planted in the midst of Heathens and 
Muhammadans : they are as drops in an ocean of idolaters and 
professed blasphemers of the Christ. A very large section, 
therefore, of their hopes and fears, their joys and sorrows, 
their duties and responsibilities, in fine of every department of 
their Christian life, both as individuals and as Churches, must 
have a direct reference to this isolated position, and to the mass- 
es which close them in on every side. But in England thfto 
are no idolaters or Muhammadans, and but a scantling of pro- 
fessed blasphemers ; and therefore the liturgy of England kas 
little or no reference to such peculiar circumstances. Now the 
question arises. Is such a liturgy, as this, to be, without any 
adaptation whatever, imposed upon the Indian Churches ? Is 
the only reference, which their public devotions shall have to 
this subject of highest interest and daily concern, to consist in 
the passing allusion in the opening of the prayer “ for all sorts 
and conditions of men," or to the still more passing and general 
allusion in the Litany, and to the Collect used once every yearf 

• See Acts. XIV. 17. 

t On Good Friday. See the Collects for Good Frida|^ or Parasceve, in the Romish 
ritaal. The use of such prayers, on the ecclesiastically appointed anniversary of 
the cruoiftzion, seems to be connected with the prayer for “ mercy, even to the per- 
fidious Jews," who crucified our Lord. By association of ideas, Pagans, heretics, 
Turks, and infidels are also commended to mercy. 
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“ for all Jews, Turks, infidels and heretics ? ” If so, one of 
the widest and most important provinces of the native Church, 
ufiecting her internal trials and her external duties — one in 
wliioh^perhjj )8 more' than in any other, does she need to becoiu 
stajKlliBlRarnest in her common and united supplication—in 
40mwh, more than in any other, should she feel her weakness and 
implore for strength — is utterly excluded from her public 
devotions ! 

We shall rest satisfied with these illustrations, remarking 
merely, that the subject might have been followed out to much 
greater length. Omissions, some perhaps of equal importance, 
certainly many of inferior moment, might have been pointed out ; 
while certain portions of the service might have been shown 
to be inapplicable to the present state of the native Churches, 
or their use at least to be injudicious. Some of these may be 
incidentally brought forward in the course of this article. Mean- 
while it is necessary to enquire how far it is possible and 
expedient to alter and adapt the Liturgy to the use of the 
Indian Church. We are not insensible of the delicacy and 
difficulty of the subject we have set before us ; and only the 
settled conviction of its paramount importance would have 
compelled us to enter upon it. 

To what standard, then, shall we appeal, in order to arrive 
at a fair and just conclusion on the subject ? The Churches 
of Europe have long existed among a population entirely 
Christian, in name at least ; and the Syrian and other Eastern 
Churches have been for ages too devoid of life, to serve for 
examples to us. But the state of the primitive Church closely 
resembled that of our Indian Churches, in being encompassed 
Vf heathen opposition. This antagonism gradually died away, 
till, in the fifth and sixth centuries, Christianity had assimi- 
hited, in outward appearance, the entire mass of the empire 
to herself. Now, if we can show that, even in the fifth century, 
an important part of the prayers of the church was still di- 
rected to those, who were not within the pale of the “ Faithful," 
or believers, we shall have made out a strong case for a similar 
ooneession to the Indian Churches, whose present position so 
much more urgently demands it. 

We shall produce, then, passages from Augustine to show 
that, in the century specified, heathens and unbelievers were 
still usually prayed for by the Church. In opposing the Pela- 
gian heresy, and combating the doctrine that salvation is the 
result of free-will, and not the woTk of God’s grace, Augustine 
brings home to bis opponent the prayers of the Church, where 
the grace of. God was implored on behalf of infidels, enquirers, 
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and heathen nations.^ He appeals to his antagonist, whether 
he would not himself respond “ Amen " to the call of the priest, 
exhorting the people to pray to God, or else himself praying, 

“ ut incredulas gentes ad fidem suam venire compellat/’ Now 
to warrant repeated notices couched in such lang«iM|^Jt is 
manifest that there must have been notorious andfr^tltet 
petitions of the kind alluded to, and commonly used ad allar^ 
i. e. as a part of the liturgical, or communion, service. If such 
was the case, when the Roman world was nominally Christianiz- 
ed, we may safely conclude that similar petitions occupied 
even a more prominent position, when it was professedly 
heathen. 

That the ante-communion service of the third, fourth, and 
succeeding centuries contained prayers for enquirers, and others 
without the Church, is clear from every account remaining to us, 
and indeed from the very constitution of the service of that 
period. The prevailing order of service was founded upon the 
classification of the pe ople, (w hich is^aced to the third century) 
unto the ** Faithful,” and the “ Catechumens.” The “ mystical 
liturgy,” or sacramental service, was exclusively reserved for 
the former ; the prayers of the faithful, <vxai marav, were 
common to the faithful alone, and might not be heard, much 
less shared in, by any unbaptized adherent of Christianity. 
The Lord’s Prayerf was confined to this part of the service ; 
and was termed par excellence mar&Vi — “ the prayer of 

the faithful.” The use of it was permitted to no unbap- 
tized person. So careful and complete was the exclusion of 

* “ Quando audis sacerdotem Dei ad altare exhortantem populum Dei ©rare pro 
‘ incrpdulis, ut eos Deus coiivertat ad fidem ; et pro catecbumenis, ut eia desidermm 
‘ reKenerationis inspiret, &c.’' 

Again, “ Numquid, ubi audieria sacerdotem Dei ad ejua altare populum hortantem 
‘ ad Deum orandurn, vel ipsum clarA voce orantem, ut incredulas gentes ad fidem 
‘ suam venire compellat, non respondebia, Ameii?” Epist. ad Vitalem. • 

^Augustine was made Bishop of Hippo, A. D. 395, aud lived and wrote until A. D. 

+ There appears, however, to be no ground for bolding that the prayer itself was 
concealed from the uninitiated, as Palmer would seem to imagine (Orig. Lit. vol. I., 
p. 14). We have carefully gone over his references in Bingham, and can see no cause 
for thinking so. Indeed, how could the prayer have been suppressed, when it existed 
in the Bibles, which all were encouraged to read in their Vernacular tongue ? (Bing- 
ham’s Antiq. Book x. ch. 1, a. 7.) : and they could not but see its prominent insertiou 
upon divine authority there. Besides, it was openly referred to, and specifically quoted 
in the sermons and writings of the early Christians, e. g. of Tertnllian, Cyprian, Chry- 
sostom, Augustine; and these were common to the believers and uninitiated. 

Its use was certainly restricted to the ‘ Faithful;* and it was introduced only in their 
service, every particular of which was surrounded by a curtain of mysterious secrecy. 
But this is quite another ground. The prayer was well known ; though its position, 
and aecompaninaeuts in the ** tremendous mystery," were not divulged. 

I'he catechumen was not taught this prayer till on the eve of baptism, under the 
impression that it was wrong to encourage him, while yet unregenerate, to make use 
of petitions suitable only for the regenerate children of God. 
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intruders, that, in the third and fourth centuries, the Sacramental 
Liturgy was as secret from the uninitiated vulgar, as the 
Masonic institute is in our own day.* 

But, though excluded from the prayers of the faithful, the 
oatecl^ipfte and others were not uncared for. A separate 
amji^revi^s service was held on their account, termed tv^ai 
tnissa catechumenorum — the service of the 

unbaptized. This comprised the whole worship, which pre- 
ceded the mystical liturgy,” or sacramental service ; it was 
intended for the edification of all ; and to it heathens, heretics, 
and candidates for baptism, had equal and indiscriminate 
access.t Its order consisted of the singing or repetition of 
psalms, the reading of the Scriptures, the sermon, and prayers. 
There are clear notices that, in the fourth century, the latter em- 
braced a prayer for the energumens, ‘‘ or possessed,” a prayer 
for the catechumens, and one for the penitents. The penitents 
were parties, who had been baptized, but, having relapsed into 
sin, were excluded from t(fb communion, although sometimes 
the higher ranks were permitted to be present at its celebration. 
With this exception, each class quitted the assembly on the 
conclusion of the prayer appropriated to itself. Chrysostom 
says that the prayers were “ common” betwixt the priest and 
the people ;X he gives specimens of the petitions for the cate- 
chumens, and likewise of the deacons' prayer, containing sup-, 
plications, which they were encouraged to put up for them- 
selves. 

Both the penitefits and catechumens embraced large classes 
of men ; practically, in fact, all who were not heathen, or 
“ faithful.” Of the penitents, for instance, there were two 
(^'sions ; the “ hearers,” who departed with the catechumens, 
and had probably neither the desire nor suitableness of charac- 

^ But we have good authority for holding thAt such secrecy did not originate long 
before the third century. Bingham (x. s. 8) writing on the subject, says, “ the 
first beginning of it seems to have been about the time of Tertullian, for be is the 
first writer, who makes any mention of it." And the quotation from Tertullian 
refers only to the exclusion of heretics and heathens from the sacred celebration, not 
to the prohibition of divulging what was then practised. 

4 Bingham (B. xiii., ch. 1, s. S) quotes a rule of the 4th Council of Car 
thage, interdicting the Bishop from prohibiting any one to enter the Church, and hear 
die word of God, whether Gentile, heretic, or Jew, until die service of the Catechu- 
mens was ended. And it is evident from odier Canons, and from the sermons of Chry- 
eostoin« that the privilege was freely acted upon, and was regarded by the ministers 
aa a valuable opportunity for attri^ting such to the faith. The Council of Laodicea, 
indeed, forbids heretics to enter the house of God ; but the authority is singular. It 
was probably a /oca/ rule, or may possibly have applied only to the sacraraentcd service. 

* Kal fV rate ivxaa bi ttoXv tov Xaoy /dot nr dv <rvvfi€r<f>€potrra, xot inrrfi t»v 
tv€pyovfi§vti>Vt uirep rcoi^ fV fjLtravoia, ttottmi xai irapft rov Itptar tcai nap airiitv 
yiMvrm Ayoi, koI navrts fxtay Xtyovcriv rrfv tXeov yrfjLOwrav^ 

Tom. IX. Hom.#.VIlI. 
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ter for further fellowship; and the “kneelers,” who were 
nearer restoration to the privileges of the faithful, and stayed 
to receive the prayers of the church, and the Bishop's benedic- 
tion.* So among the “catechumens" (literally, jje^jgnnsunder 
instruction J y there were the simple enquirers, or parcBPl^^- 
ested in Christianity, and the “ coinpetentes,'’ or candida^^ 
ready for baptism ; and for each, as occasion required, separate 
prayers were put up. 

Now it has been already shown that the heathens were speci- 
ally prayed for; so that, in the 4th and 6th centuries, the 
prayers of the Church unquestionably had a particular and 
direct reference to every class of men, according to their spir- 
itual condition. We do not indeed affirm that the arrangement, 
or classification, of the prayers then prevalent was perfect, or 
worthy of entire imitation : on the contrary, the opus operatum 
effect of baptism entered banefully into the system. But what 
we affirm is, that the Church intended to provide appropriate 
prayers for each class suited to their state, and actually did 
80 in conformity with the views then prevalent. Such was the 
case without controversy at the period selected for our ana- 
logy, when the sceptres of Kings and the thrones of Bishops 
had already intermeddled witli the purity of Christian disci- 
pline : and, the higher up the stream of Christianity we ascend, 
we may be sure that, as the distinction between the faithful, 
the enquirers, and unbelievers, became increasingly defined 
and practical, a proportionate accommodation, of the devotional 
services would be observed, had we the materials for tracing it. 

It is most evident, then, for those who take the primitive 
church for their guide or model (and we know of no otljm* 
period in the annals of the church, which can at all furnish an 
analogy suited to our position in India), that the church ser- 
vice must be accommodated, directly and prominently, to path 
main division of men (spiritually considered), within and with- 
out her pale. 

Let us now see how far the liturgy of the Church of England 
fulfils these conditions with respect to the native community. 
The penitential discipline has ceased ; and with it the pray- 
ers appropriated to tire penitents; there is now no service of 
the Catechumens, neither is there any part of the Common 
prayer, which has any special referenq^ whatever to enquirers, 
or candidates for baptism. And it has been already shown 


* The penitents ere sometiraes divided into fonr classes ,— avdientesy genu- 
fieetentes, and con$i»lente$. This division is evidcnily borrowed from that of the cats- 
chamens, into audientesy genu-flectentee, and competente*. , 


P P 
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that the potitious for the Pleatlien, or unbelievers, are but per* 
functory, or allusive. 

The entire English Prayers are emphatically fv^ai marcoy, the 
worsliipof** believers." The service is throughout strictly 
a(la|giiiP^foUie people of God. The whole body of the aspi- 
^Hffits, it is taken for granted, are regenerate, or at the least 
seriously professing Christians. In 4his respect, there is be- 
twixt it, and the English communion service, no difference. 
The latter, from the inspiring nature of its sy^nbolical ceremo- 
ny, is characterized by a more intense devotion, and by a depth 
of feeling suited to the sublimity of the occasion. But both are 
composed alike of such aspirations, as true Christians alone 
can offer. Particular petitions may have a more general char- 
acter ; but the whole drift of the service leaves no doubt upon 
the subject. The confession betokens the most sincere repen- 
tance ; the absolution, though couched in approvedly general 
terms, holds forth the assurance of pardon : the Te Deum is 
the triumphant profession of a Christian’s faith and adoration : 
and the Creeds is an explicit declaration of belief. Every 
essential grace of the fully-developed Christian character is 
hero pre-snpposed and brought into play. There is, in fact, in 
the English Church, no ante-communion service, in the sense 
in which that term was understood in the early church; and 
were a disciple of Chrysostom suddenly to appear in our As- 
semblies, the most decisive test to him, of what we have ad- 
vanced, would be the repeated use of the Lord’s Prayer. “ How 
can any,” he would exclaim, “ call God, of/r Father, but a 
regenerate and real Christian, an adopted child of God?''t 

Thfi repetition of creeds in the liturgy, was not introduced till the sixth century 
(Biughaiu, vol. v. p. 110). They were never repeated in the early church (except 
immediately before baptism,) either in the communion, or ante-communion, services. 

4t is to be noted that the forms alluded to above (excepting tlie absolution) are 
“ to be said of the u'hoh congregation.” 

+ Though we are not disposed by any means thus to limit the Lord’s Prayer, or to 
deduce such strict application from the term “ Our Father:’’ yet we think there is a 
deptli of serious and instructive meaning in the limitation, by the early cLirch, of 
this prayer to real Christians. The Lord’s Prayer is, in truth, the most absolute and 
milimited expression of Christian Faith and Resolution. Vor instance, “ Thy will 
be done," can only in sincerity be said, when it is the intention and desire of the 
speaker’s heart to do that will, as well as to see it doi^e by others. How startling the 
thought that it is often repeated, and that indiscriminate encouragement sometimes 
promotes the repetition, where there is no such intention, but where the desires are 
openly vagrant in tlie opposite direction, and wliere the most outrageous affront 
therefore offered to the Majesty oft high ! 

So also, as has been well remarked by Chrysostom, the petition, “ Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive &c,” is a solemn denunciation of the wrath of God upon 
himself, by the suppliant, who sends it forth from an unforgiving heart : <f)o^€pdv 

ydp fOTi TO \€y6fi€Uov {'A<f>€S ic.r.X.), Ka\ crxfhbv flnttv, roioxrro rrp^s Toy 

©f6v 6 Tovro XeyoiP, *A^rjKa^ Aitnrora, tKpaTija-a Kpdrrjo-op, fl pf} 

IXvora ra> liKporioi*, py]d€ (Tv ra ipti dpapTrjpara, Ip cd p€Tp(o fpiTprjcra, dpTi- 



THE INDIAN LITURGY. 


295 


The usual excuse made for the exclusive appropriation of 
the prayers to the ** faithful,” is that there can be no com- 
mon" prayer except upon this footing, because all, who offer up 
prayer in common, must ipso facto be regarde(|a^sincere 
Christians. But this plea is overruled by the practleP^i^be 
early church. It is quite true that all, for whose use prayeH^ 
are adapted, are necessarily supposed to be sincere and earnest 
suppliants ; but it by no means follows that they must be 
already among tlie “ faithful.” The sinner — the still unrege- 
nerate, even unrepentant sinner — may yet join in the cry for 
mercy, and for the gift of repentance. Besides, one portion 
of the assembly may pray for another ; and the conditional 
petitions, often put forth by the unliturgical minister for those 
who may be present, careless, back-sliding, or enquiring (the 
incredulus, the catechumen and the penitent of the early 
cliiirch), are not less earnestly borne upwards by the aspira- 
tions of the faithful — probably too by the aspirations of the 
parties themselves — than the commofi prayer of less specific 
solicitation.* There is then no impossibility in adapting the 
liturgy to the present state of our Indian Churches. 

Another ground upon which this feature of the liturgy has 
been defended, and which is usually taken up by a certain class 
iof theologists, is that the entire congregation, now-a-days, is 
Christian. All have been baptized ; all are regenerate, ‘ faithful,' 
initiated. Where the opus’operatum effect of baptism is thus 
advanced, the difference between the two parties, whose views 
have divided the English Church, is surely more than the 
mere strife about a name, which some would have us take it 
for. But it is not our business to enter on this subject. We 
merely remark in passing that, even in English Churches, the?l^ 
are often to be met unbaptized hearers, and almost always 
penitents, or those who ought to be penitents. What pro\*i- 
sion is made for such 2:)ersons in the devotional services of the 
Church ? Nay, by far the greater portion of most congregations, 
by habitually absenting themselves from the ** mystical liturgy,” 

H(Tprf$^Ta> fjLoi. Tom. V. Horn, in Pfen. Chrysostom pressetl these opiiiions so 
f'trongly, that some were for omitting the (iuolifyiiig clause in their repetition ; but 
this he did not approve of. 

It were well, if these deeply solemn, and no less deeply true, views were more com- 
wiot ye nforced in our own day. It is too usual to hear the dutv of making a decent 
«nd earnest response to the prayers impressed upon all ; while it is but seldom 
diat any doubts are started as to the ineousisteucy of a careless sinner speaking the 
language of a real saint, or of tlie solemn pledge incurred both by sinner and 
saint on each repetition of this sacred prayer. 

• An illustration of this principle may be observed in the occasional prayers often ' 
. introduced into their sermons even by strictly liturgical ministers, who pray, for 
instance, that the attention of the careless may be awakened, or solicit the prayers 
of the religious, or of the careless themselves, for the same object. 
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or communion, do in effect place themselves unmistakeably in 
the penitent class of “ hearers,*' who, though baptized, have 
spontaneously fallen from the fellowship of the Church. What 
provision is made for them ? 

LgiHiflffreed, neither our province, nor our wish, to criticise 
^iroEnglisli Liturgy hut simply its suitableness for na- 
tive communities ; for, though we might desire to see some 
alterations effected in the English service, we fear that, in the 
present distracted state of the church, no tlt^rough improve- 
ment may he contemplated. Our business ann endeavours are, 
with all sincerity therefore, confined to a Native Liturgy. In 
the ])receding paragraph, wo simply wished to show, that the 
Baptismal argument will not satisfactorily account, even in 
England, for the exclusive reference had in the liturgy to the 
‘faithfiil.’ And nnich less will it account for such a deficiency 
in India. Here, in every congregation, we have the professedly 
unregencratc, and the actually unhaptized. We seek for them. 
It is the grand object of Evangelical Missions to attract the Gen- 
tiles to the light of the gospel.* And yet, when as curious or 
serious enquirers, they do come to our churches, we make not 
the slightest provision for them in the devotional services. 
There is no single reference to them in our public prayers. We 
neither pray for them, nor invite them to join with us in pray- 
ing for themselves. They arc unhaptized, and cannot share in 
our common prayers ; at least, on the principles above referred 
to, they ought not so to share. Now here is a great and a 
palpable want — a serious blank, without all controversy, in our 
liturgy for India. 

We havo thus satisfactorily proved, the most rigid formalists 
lltcmselves being the judges, that the English service is not 
entirely adapted for native congregations : that some alter- 
ations at least, some adaptations, additions or modifications, 
are absolutely required. How, then, are these to be made ? 

The spirit of the Church of England is professedly favour- 
able to necessary changes. We learn this from the preface to 
the Prayer Book : 

“ It hath been the wisdom of the Church of England, ever 

• Thnt Hindus, Muhammadans, and unbaptized enquirers do frequently, from curi- 
osity, or more hopeful causes, resort to our churches, is notorious. We quote from the 
first Missiounry report we liappeii to take up. Mr. Meuge, of Ooruckpore, writes as 
follows: 

“ I have, for the last few months, observed with pleasure, that several Zemindars, 

* Brahmins, and others, have been attending my Hiiiilustani service in the Statiou 

* Clmroh on a Sunday ; and mv pandit, who, six years ago. would not come near the 
' Mission compound, has regularlv for more than a twelve month gone to my Sunday 

* afternoon service, and taken off his turban, without my saying a word to him on tba 

* subject.” Thirty'Jir»l Report qf the Calcutta Committee of the Church Mieeionary 
Society, for 1849. p, 70. 
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‘ since the first compiling of the public liturgy, to keep the 
‘ mean between the two extremes, of too much stiffness in re* * * § 

‘ fusing, and of .too much easiness in admitting, any variation 
‘ from it; — and it is but reasonable that, upon weig hty and 
‘ important considerations, according to the varioc?P^mij|^ncy 
‘ of times and occasions, such changes and alterations shoTHuL 

* be made therein, as, to those that are in place of authority, 

‘ should from time to time seem either necessary or expedi- 
‘ ent/’ ^ 

Such facility of alteration upon necessary occasions is in 
strict conformity with the practice of the fourth and succeeding 
centuries. The several Bishops had then Iree authority to 
alter their forms of prayer at pleasure;* though a general uni* 
foruiity of substratum was preserved. The earliest restriction, 
indeed, which we find to have been put upon this authority, is 
contained in the Canons of the third Council of Carthage, (of 
which Augustine was a member, and) which simply prescribe 
that, before any one uses new prayers, “ they be first examined 
hy the more learned brethren. ”t Sucli being the practice of 
the fourth and fifth centuries, and sucli the slow advances of 
uniformity, we may easily understand that the earlier stages of 
the Church’s History would still more decidedly favour the 
facility of effecting necessary alterations. 

Our “ provincial Bishops,” then, under sanction of the Me- 
tropolitan, should, according to the authorities just quoted, make 
sucli changes in the Indian Liturgy as may appear iiidisjiensa- 
ble. This opens up the extensive subject of the appointment 
of Bishops expressly for native churches. It is evident 
that the Metropolitan of India, and other Presidency Bishops, 
are never likely to be suited by education or habits for siioiik 
a task. They are liulo versed in the vernacular languages, and 
have no intimate acquaintance with the prejudices and views 9f 
their native flock. But subordinate bishops, possessing the 
requisite qualifications, miglit be selected ; and, if it were 

• The authorities on this point are clear, and need only be referred to. Bingham^ 

Orig. Eccles. 13. 11. Cb. vi. §2. and B. Xlll. v. §1. Palmer. Oiig. Litnrg. Inirod. 
vol. I., p. 10. 

f “ Et quicunqne sibi preces aliniule describit, non eis utatur, nisi priua eas 
cum iustruciionbus frutribus coutnlerit." Con. Cai ihng. iii. C. 211. Binghain xiii. ft. 

§ 7. So in the African code, (c. lii.) it is uppoiiiteti “ ibal such prayers, as had been 
approved by the synod (rar K«Kvpu>iiivat iv rrj (rvp6da> (ic« 7 tar,), should be used ; 

*nd that none, which opposeil the faitb, should be introduced ; oXX* iurivts bryiroTM 
anh rS>v (rvvcraircpcav trvinjxOrjaaVf X^x^^arovrai- Upon these passages Bingham 
remarks ; “ this seems to be ibe lirst beginning of that custom, which afterwards 

* prevailed all over the Church, tliat all provincial Bishops should nse the same form 
‘ of prayer, that was established in tne Churches of their Metropolitan.” Work*, 
▼oL IV. p. 263. 
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thought injudicious or unwise to accord the title of Bishop,” 
the new prelates might, after the German style, be termed 
** Superintendents.” The exigencies of the native churches, 
so ra pidly increasing in Bengal and Madras, will soon demand, 
accoijpi^^ the Episcopal system, such superintendence, whe- 
E uropean or Native ; for, leaving out of view their unfit* 
ness, our present bishops have no leisure, from the vast and 
important duties connected with their European people, to 
apply themselves, with the necessary concentration of purpose, 
to this subject.* 

There is another mode, in which the difficulties, we have 
been considering, may in some degree be met, and which, 
in actual practice, is often resorted to. We mean the use of 
unfixed, or extempore, prayers. We have very frequently found 
that much of the deficiency in the liturgy was, among native 
congregations, in some measure supplied by such prayers, be- 
fore, or after, the sermon. But though this habit is partially 
supported by the practice of our good Metropolitan himself 
and some of his worthiest clergy, even in their English minis- 
trations, we are not sure, whether a large class of churchmen 
would not yet denounce it as uncanonical and dangerous. 

But surely such parties have little reason to find fault with 
a custom practised by some of their choicest models in the fourth 
and fifth centuries. After showing that “ extempore discourses 
were frequent among the ancients,” and explaining the terms 
employed by Chrysostom and Augustine, relative to “ the divine 


• We wish to guanl against the possibility of wbot we have here advanced beinf,' 
construed into the most di.staut attempt at depreciating our excellent Metropolitan. 
lU is surely no affront to bis truly Episcopal virtues and accomplishments, to say 
iMiC he has by no means either the early or acquired associations absolutely neces- 
sary for the work now proposed. It is next to impossible that he, or indeed tlinl 
any party, under the present system appointed to the post, should be so qualified. 
At#l the same remark, with a similar deprecntovy caution, we would extend to the 
good Bishop of Madras, and to the pious learned and Venerable Archdeacon of 
t>alcutta. A native of the country would of course surpass all others in a close 
knowledge of the habits and requirements of the Native Churches. But where, in a 
native, are we to find the rare conjunction of qualities, which would warrant us to 
place in his bauds the Episcopal crook ? where that learning, devotion, humility, 
jttdgment? We know, indeed, of one individual, whose eminent literary attain- 
ments and ability would fit him for the post But it would be doubtful policy to 
raise any native to that distinction, while there is so complete an absence of qunh 
tied competitors, and no range of choice. The eminency, we fear, in such a case, 
would be loo mneb for hutnaii virtue and humility. 

Closely connected with this subject, and indeed with the whole drift of this article, 
is the degree of independence ultimately contemplated for the Indian episcopal 
Churches. Are they to be a mere appendage of the Church of England ? Is tlie 
centraliaation of Rome to he copied by Britain, in the case of her colonial Churches ’ 
nr is there to be any, and what, degree of independence ? The agitation of the ques 
lion may be premature; but it is of the last importance for their ecclesiastical Rulers 
to have sound principles in view regarding it They should not, even at this early 
Btage, compromise such principles by any injudicious intolerance, or by giving pre 
cedeni, to Uie dangerous theory, that uniformity in detniU is essential. 
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assistance,” looked for upon such occasions, Bingham adds, 

“ And, upon this account, it was usual for the preaclier many 
‘ times to usher in his discourse with a short prayer for such 
‘ divine assistance, and also to move the people topray for 
‘ him.”* Several such unliturgical prayers are qaoi8lPH|^he 
same author, as occurring during the course, and at the cml|^ 
as well as at the beginning, of the sermons of Ambrose, Origen, 
and Augustine. The latter, especially, always closed his ser- 
mon by a prayer, t which he varied “ as the matter of his 
sermon required.” After quoting, a passage from Augustine, 
Bingham observes : — 

I have related this passage at length, because it shows us . . . what 
sort of prayers those were, which they commonly made before sermon, 
viz. not the common prayers of the Church (as some mistake, who mea- 
sure all usages of the ancient Church by the customs of the present) ; but 
tlieso short prayers for the assistance and conduct of the Spirit, to direct 
botli them and the people in speaking and hearing. — Vol. iV, 2). 561. 

We can perceive no* sort of liarm or disorder whatever, as 
likely to ensue, if such occasions be seized upon by vernacular 
preachers, for supplying the deficiencies of the liturgy we have 
pointed out. But if it be seriously intended to dispose of the 
(|uestion upon this plea, then, in the name of reason, let the 
practice, thus admitted, be plainly acknowledged and legalized. 

And why should it not be legalized? Why should not Ihe 
addition of unliturgical prayers be openly permitted at the dis- 
cretion of the minister, after the due performance of the fixed 
service ? To answer this important question — and that upon 
grounds which will carry weight with the exclusive advocates of 
forms — we have been led to examine into the use of liturgies, 
and the original authority for them: and though the sul)je#^ 
is a very large one, yet its great importance forbids us from 
passing it by. ^ 

• Book XIV., Ch. 4, s. 13. 

^ Commencing “ Couversi ad Domihuin.” 

J The passage alluded to js so excellent and relevant, that we intro<luce it entire : — 

“ The Christian orator should pray both for himself, and others, before he begins to 
teach ; that he may be able to speak those things that are holy, just and good ; and 
that his auditors may bear him with understanding, with willingness, and with an 
‘ obedient heart. To this end, before he looses his tongue to speak, he should lift up 
his thirsting soul to God, that he may be able to discharge what be baa imbiben, 
and pour forth to others tliat wherewith he has filled himself : and this the rather, 

‘ both because we and all our words are in the hand of God, who teaches us both 
' ^hat to speak, and after what manner to speak.'* He also quotes Luke xii., II and 
12 — yg thought how or what ye shall speak,’* &c., with the same application : 
Doefrind Chrixtiandf iv., 51. 

We have often been struck by repeated prayers, sometimes of respectable length, 
3nieily introduced in their Sermons, by Clergymen, who would have been scandaliaseil 
at the imputation of using au unliturgical prayer, recorded, or extempore, either at the 
''' ginning or close of their discourses. 
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The discussion, it is true, appears at first sight a most un- 
promising one. Opinions upon it are, almost universally, ex- 
treme. It is imbedded in difficulties, obscurity, and inexpugnable 
urei udice . The two- parties so completely and tliorougbly con- 
other, that the contrariety would be laughable, if it 
not on so serious a matter. Thus one writer concludes, 
that the ancient Jews, our Saviour, his Apostles, and the primi- 
tive Christians “ never joined in any other, than pre-coraposed 
‘ set forms and that it is utterly impossible to conceive that, 
if the joint use of extempore prayers had been ever practised 
by the Apostles and first Christians, it could so soon have been 
laid aside. He, therefore, deduces “ that the joint use of pre- 
‘ composed set forms was fixed by the Apostles in all the 
‘ Churches they planted, and that, by the special Providence of 
‘ God, it has been preserved as remarkably as the Christian 
* Sacraments themselves.”* 

And here is a specimen of the contrary view : — 

“ No such thing ns a prescribed forfn of prayer appears to 
have been known in the Christian Church, for several hundred 
years after Christ.” Again “ we think it perfectly evident that 
no forms of prayer, no prescribed liturgies were used in the 
apostolical age of the Church: — “ Would not all this he mani- 
festly absurd, if public prayer had been by a prescribed liturgy 
in Basil’s days ? The truth is, it is evident that extempore or 
free prayer was generally used in the primitive Church, and 
continued to be used until orthodoxy and piety declined, and 
the grace, ns well as the gift, of prayer greatly diminished. Then 
ministers began to seek the best aid they could procure. The 
Church however at large, even then, provided no liturgies.” 
^nd after quoting from Augustine: — Surely this could never 
liave happened, if the Church had been accustomed at that time 
tt) the use of prescribed liturgies. In short the very first do* 
cumeut in the form of a Prayer Book, of which we read, is a 


• WhetUlif's Rational Illustratiofi of the Rook of Common Prayer^ pp. IR — 18. There 
is a rare instance of this writer’s rational illustration, at. page 10 of his work, where 
he holds witii regard to the prayer reported iu .\ots iv., v. 24, &c. “ when they heard 
that they lifted up their voice to God with one accord and said," that “ they all 
‘ joined together with aiuUble voices, which they could not possibly have done, 

* unless the prayer they used was a pre composed set form ; ' in favour of which viey 
be argues at some length. To our mind, the whole circumstances related iu this 
chapter give the prayer so unpremeditated and extempore a character, that we could 
not have oouceived it possible for prejudice to have invented so utterly improbable a 
Uieory, as to make it a pre-coinposed form. Wbeatly scorns the idea, that one spoke, 
and the “ rest joined raeuully with him,” which is the natural explanation ; end 
which we find borne out by the Homilies of the English Church. Witness the 9th 
Homily of the second book, where, referring to this passage, it is said, “ And no doubt 
‘ of it, they did not all speak with several voice, but some one of them spake in the 
‘ name of them all, and the rest, giving diligent ear to his words, consented there- 

* unto ; and therefore it is said that they I fled up their voice together." 
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Hbellus officialise mentioned in the proceedings of the Council 
of Toledo, in the year 633 after Christ : and that was evidently 
rather a ‘ Directory for the worship of God,’ than a complete 
liturgy." , 

Now, such extreme views are not infrequent : 
fear, the rule, and not the exception. The Liturgist appeal?ll^ 
immemorial practice, and the absolute necessity of the case, 
for the exclusive use of a prescribed form ; and disdainfully 
puts down any approach to unfixed or “ extempore " prayer, 
as rank and odious departure from ecclesiastical discipline. 
The Anti-liturgist, again, exclaims, that public prayer, mould- 
ed in any set form of words, is utterly unscriptural, condemns 
its formal spirit and prayerless tendency, and often holds it 
upon these grounds to be absolutely unlawful. Where either 
view is held with such extremity of rigour, it is vain to hope 
for any favour to the via mediae which we have recommended. 
But both parties will bend in some measure to the authority 
and practice of the primitive Church ; and, with the hope of in- 
ducing some approximation of view upon the subject, we propose 
now to enquire what evidence there is of the use of liturgies in 
the earliest ages of Christianity, and how and when they became 
prevalent. 

This subject has been discussed by an author we have already 
alluded to. Bingham devotes three whole chapters of his learned 
work, as noted at the beginning of this article, expressly to its 
consideration. This writer is invaluable, upon whatever matter 
he treats, for the vast mass of authorities brought to bear upon 
it. But he is neither philosophical, nor over-critical; and his 
renderings sometimes want that uniform exactness, which en^ 
hies the reader implicitly to. rely on the impression produced b^ 
their perusal.* His verdict, too, is not always strictly in accor- 

* The last named disadvantage is, in some measure, done away by the late edition, 
(1J^44), in which all the references are given in the original. As examples of his in- 
accuracy, we may refer to Vol. IV. p. 249, where a quotation is introduced, regarding 
the trisagion from Ambrose. In the notes it is certified, that there is no passage in 
Ambrose to the effect quoted. At p. 202, Bingham writes of Lucian; “describing 
' his coming into a religious assembly, he says, ‘he heard that prayer, which began 
with the Father, and ended with the hymn of many names.'” Now in the original, 
the hymn is not referred to as a part of the prayer at all. Triephon, in the supposed 
Dialogue, jocularly bids Critias have done with the tales of the Christians’ fasting, &o. 

‘ and begin with the prayer from the Father, adding, at the end of it, the hymo with 
many names.” Genre iaaop rovrovr, rrjv oko irarpos dp^afitvose KOt, TtfV 

ftokvmwiLOv €is TfXoff linBtis. Bttt the dialogue itself is spurious, enR 

thought by critics to belong to the third, or the beginning of the fourth, century. 
Vide Lardner’s Works, vol. vii. pp. 286-288. It is adduced hy Bingham, as belonging 
to the early part of the second century. 

. A^n, at p. 201, of the same volume, Bingham speaks of the alternate mode of sing- 
ing introduced, and of the hymns composed, by Ignatius; and adds, “It is not impro- 
bable but that Ignatius as he made oymns, so he might compose a whole form of 
prayer for the use of bis own church, as was customary for Bishops to do in those 
days. To which custom he seems to refer in bis epistle to the Magnesians, wheu be 
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dance with the evidence; and from witnesses of doubtful, and 
sometimes irrelevant language, he occasionally deduces confident, 
and even triumphant, conclusions. We shall at present confine 
oursel ves to his general theory. 

then, is this, that in the beginning, 

^^^Prayers, immediately dictated by the Spirit, made up a part of the 
‘ .ordinary service. . . . When the extraordinary Spirit of prophecy 
‘ ceased, then tlie rulers of the Church supplied the want by proper forms 
‘ of their own composition, according to Christian prudence and discre- 
‘ tion. And this seems to have been the true original of liturgies, or 
‘ stated forms of divine service." 

Such supposed forms he considers “ that every bishop had at 
first the privilege and power to compose and order,'* under the 
independent authority, which the bishops then severally pos* 
sessed. And this privilege to frame their own liturgies,” he 
thinks they retained for several ages. It is sufficient upon 
this to remark, that the only instances, he adduces in proof, are 
of date long subsequent to the primitive age, and throw no 
light whatever upon the Jirst rise of stated forms of prayer. 

To account for the subsequent uniformity of the various 
liturgies, which each Bishop had thus originally framed for 
himself, Bingham states that 

“ In after ages, bishops agreed by consent to conform their liturgy to 
‘ the model of the Metropolitical Church of the Province to which they 
‘ belonged. And when the Koinan Empire began to be cantonized, and 
‘ divided into different Kingdoms, then came in the use of national litur* 
‘ gies, wliose use was commensurate to the bounds and limits of their 
‘ respective nations and Kingdoms.” — Book xiii. 5. § 2. 

But all the councils, to which he refers in proof of this 
i^ertion belong to the 6tli century.* In fact, he admits that 
^he rudiments of this discipline were jftrsi laid in the E>ench 
‘ Churches ; for in the Council of Agde, a canon was made 
‘ libout the year 606, ‘ that one and the same order should be 

bids them ‘ do nolhiug without the bishops and the presbyters ; nor attempt any thing 
seemingly agreeable to their private fancies; but wlieu they met together to have 
one prayer and supplication ; which not only forbids them to break out and divide 
into schisms tmd separate assemblies, but also enjoins them to conform to the 
order of prayers agreed upon by the bishop and presbyters of the church.” It needs 
not to be stated that the words, which we have underlmed, are a complete assumption 
of the question, which he has undertaken in tliis chapter to prove ; and that he has 
not here, or elsewhere, advanced a tittle of actual evidence to establish the custom, he 
so quietly refers to, as curreut iu those days ! Farther, he has not quoted the entire 
pMsage Irom Ignatius, but stops short iu the middle of the sentence, thus seriously 
affleotiug the meaning ; and the foot note quotation follows the defect. The original 
and complete passage is, My$e 7r€ipa(rrfT€ fvdoyov rt Idi^vfiivy dXXiirl 

rb avTo ^fiia fxia Biria-tSy lie vovsy fita eXTrle, eV dyaTrjfy w rrj 

‘Eie eWii/ Iijorovt, #c. r. X. Ep. ad Mag. VII. We can see no reasonable 
trace here whatever of “ an order of prayers agreed upon” See. The whole context 
refers to concord, unity, and love: the Magnesians were to avoid dissensions, and be 
at one, iu their prayer, sentiments, hope, &o. 

• Agde: A* D. 600. Gironde; 517. Braga; 073. 
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‘ equally observed in all Churches of the Province, in all 
‘ parts of divine service.” But we shall immediately prove 
that a very considerable uniformity prevailed in the 4th centu- 
ry ; and for this, Bingham accounts just as little as he does 
for the first rise of liturgies. ***^^*^^. 

There is another treatise, however, of a far more phil^^^ 
phical and critical character, which handles this subject in a 
really scientific and conclusive manner. We allude to the 
Dissertation on primitive liturgies,” prefixed, by the Rev. 
William Palmer, to his Antiquities of the English Ritual. The 
plan of this author is eminently simple and original. It is 
that of ascending, from present liturgies and known facts, up 
the stream of time, and noticing every allusion met with, in 
analytic and backward progress, with reference to the country 
and Ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the writer. Bingham com- 
mences at the primitive age with an assumed position, which 
ho brings regularly down with him : Palmer assumes nothing 
but what is known and extant, and therefore proceeds on his 
argument with sure steps. 

At the outset, he rejects the assumption of an original and 
common type. 

“ It seems to have been assumed by the learned, that there 
‘ was originally some Apostolic form of liturgy in the Christian 
‘ Church, to which all the monuments of ancient liturgies, and 
the notices, which the Fathers supply, might be reduced. 

' Were this hypothesis supported by facts, it would bo very 
valuable. But the truth is, there are several different forms of 
liturgy now in existence, which, as far as we can perceive, have 
been different from each other from the most remote period. 
And with regard to the propriety of the Apostles institutmjj 
one liturgy throughout the world, it may be observed, that it 
is quite sufiScient to suppose that all liturgies originally 
agreed in containing every thing that was necessary for the 
due celebration of the Eucharist ; but that they adopted 
exactly the same order, or received every where the same 
rites, is a supposition equally unnecessary and groundless.’* 
y ol. /., Introd.t p. 6. 

Instead therefore of ‘‘ attempting to reduce all the liturgies 
and notices of the Fathers to one common original, he has 
rather sought for the original by a reference to acknowledged 
facts.” Beginning with existing monuments, he traces them 
backwards. Thus taking the liturgy of a country, ho enquires 
whether there be any trace of a different form having existed 
before it; and upon the liturgy, which , faciei is seen to 
be the prescriptive rite, he then brings to bear all the notices 
of public worship found in the Fathers of that country, or its 



304 


THE liVDIAN LITURGY. 


immediate neighbourhood. It Tvill be easily perceived, that a 
species of co-incidental proof may thus be obtained, at one© 
conclusive and unexpected. 

W^hyiy^now attempt to place before the reader an illustra- 
tioj^WThis system of reasoning. It must be premised that 
^lle term liturgy is to be taken throughout Palmer’s Work in 
that restricted sense, which it generally bears in the writings 
of the ancients ; as denoting the service used in the celebration 
of the Eucharist." In other words, it means the sacramental 
ritual, to the exclusion of all ante-communion prayers and acts 
of worship. The catechumenical service must always be regard- 
ed as performed, and the catechumens, &o. dismissed, before its 
commencement. Farther, the word, even in this sense, has an 
equivocal meaning: as applied to later times it signifies an 
embodied a?id recorded composition ; but in the earlier ages, 
where conjecture takes the place of evidence, it means simply 
the order of the parts, and main substance, or tendenef, of the 
chief prayers.’^ 

The “liturgy of the Patriarchate of Antioch,” is selected for 
the proposed illustration, because the process is far more com- 
plete, and the amount of early authorities incomparably more 
numerous and detailed, than in any other. Judaea, Mesopo- 
tamia, Syria, and part of Asia Minor, were included in this 
Patriarchate. A ritual called “ the liturgy of St. James,” is 
found to prevail in this tract at the present day, both among 
the Monophysites and the Orthodox ;t that of the former being 
Syriac, of the latter Greek. These existing monuments are 
oonlpared together, and that of the Orthodox Church is found 
j^ghtly to vary in having admitted several rites and anthems 
^ouliar to the Constantinopolitan Church ; and this is exactly in 
accordance with what we should a priori expect, from the relative 
position of the two Churches. There are besides other prayers, 
&c., peculiar to the Orthodox Ikurgy, supposed to have been in- 
troduced by the Orthodox patriarch of Jerusalem^ All these 
alterations in the original rite occurred before the tenth cen- 
tury, because they are found as they now stand, in an ancient 
MS., at least of that date ; and they are subsequent to the fifth 
century, as we shall presently see. 

• Thus Pslmer says, — “ The liturgy may be old, though maoy mistet may be n>o- 

* dern ; nay, all the prayers now existing in the Missal may be modem, and yet the 
' litur^ be most auoient The number and order of the parts is that which gives ue 

• the characters of the liturgy "—/Sec. 10, Introd., p. 169. So s form of lUurgy^ « 
tQ mo<yi order and general subitanee, is often oonjecturally spoken of, as ascending 
to the primitive age, when (it is acknowledged) no liturgies were recorded. 

t That is, the Jacobites, or Euwchians, and the Melchites; among the latter, however, 
the commanding influence of the Ureek, or Constantinopolitan, Church has iutrodnoed 
its own liturgy: and the liturgy of St. James is now retd only on the anniversary of 
that Apoitle. 
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Making allowances for these and other minor difierenoes>. it 
^ astonishing how closely the Monophysite and Orthodox 
texts, thus extant and in actual use, agree together.* The fol- 
lowing is the collation, which, to shew the force of th e argum ents 
is given nearly entire from Palmer. 

After the kiss of peace, “ these liturgies begin the 
‘ fhorat\ with the benediction, — ‘ the love of God, &c. — be 

* with you all.' Then follow the address — Sursum Corda, 

‘ &c.,t and a preface of thanksgiving ; then the hymn 
‘ TersanctuSy% followed by a continuation of the thanksgiving; 

' then a commenaoration of our Saviour’s deeds and words 
‘ at the Last Supper; a verbal oblation; and a prayer for 
‘ the Holy Ghost to sanctify the elements into the Saora- 
‘ ments of Christ’s body and blood. Whoever compares 
‘ these parts of the Orthodox and Monophysite liturgies toge- 
‘ ther, will be surprised at their minute agreement in send- 
‘ ment Ihd expression, when he considers the centuries that 
‘ have elapsed since the separation of the Orthodox and the 
‘ Monophysites. After this, the solemn prayers for all estates 
‘ of men, and for all things, succeed. The order of these pray- 
‘ ers is a little different in these two liturgies, but their sub- 

‘ stance and the words of the petitions generally agree 

‘ The difference, as to expressions, is chiefly caused by a 
‘ greater fulness and variety of epithet in one, than in the 

* other. * 

“ After the prayers and commemorations follow a salutation, 

‘ and a bidding prayer by the Deacon|| : then a collect intro- 
‘ ductory to the Lord’s Prayer ; then the Lord’s Prayer, and a 
‘ benediction. After this comes the form of address, ra ayia rois 
' oytots' — followed by the people’s confession of the unity of th^ 
‘ Holy Trinity ; then “ the bread is broken with some rites, which 
' are not probably of any primitive antiquity, and communiofl 
‘ takes place. After which come a prayer of thanksgiving, and 

• The Monophysite text for the main body of the liturgy is stated to be “ perfectly 

* ascertained, not only by means of MSS. of various ages, but by ancient commentaries, 
t which all accord with it” — Inirod., p. 21. 

+ The oriental name for the “ Mystical Liturgy,” or Communion Ritual. 

♦ That is — “ Lift up your hearts,” and the invariable response — “we lift them,” &c* 
—after which follows “ Let us give thanks,” with its invariable appendage—” it is meet 
80 to do.” 

% That is— “ Holv, holy, holy.” This response, introduced by the whole body ol the 
faithftil, at an appropriate break in the thanksgiving, distinguishes all the early 
hturgies. It was always prefaced in the thanksgiving by a reference to the cherubim, 
and seraphim, and myriads of heavenly intelligences, in company with whom the 
faithfhl upon earth join in song. The allusions to this practice are very common, and 
very early, among Christian writers — Vide EtheridQf’s Syrian CAMrcfej5, pp. 20S and 
^7 ; and Bingham, Vol V. p. 63. 

f! That is— “Peace be with vou," and the invariable response — “and with iby 
spirit” 
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^ a benediction of the people. The orthodox liturgy ch 
^ these last forms at greater length than the Monophysite 
Vol. I, Inirod., Sec. 1, j?j?. 27-29. * 

Such being the conformity between the existing liturgies, ac* 
tuaJifPIIW by two distinct and opposed Churches, it is next 
00 ^foved, by various testimony reaching back to the seventh cen* 
tury, that the liturgy, used by each, has from that early period 
been denominated the liturgy of St. James. 

Now, the Monophysites derive their origin from Eutyches, 
whose errors were condemned by the Council of Ghalcedon, 
A. D. 451 : and ever since, a complete separation has obtained 
betwixt them and the Orthodox. Each regards the other as 
heretical, and shuns the slightest communion with, or acknow- 
ledgement of, them, as an ecclesiastical body. Whatever is 
common to both now must therefore, by strong presumption, 
have been equally common before the middle of the fifth cen- 
tury. # 

The “order, substance, and expressions" of both liturgies 
having already been proved to be throughout “ almost exactly 
the same," it is impossible to refuse assigning them a common 
origin, earlier than the separation of the two bodies, or to deny 
“ that they furnish sufficient means for ascertaining all the 
‘ substance, and many of the expressions, which were used in 
‘ the solemn Anaphora of the Patriarchates of Antioch and 
‘ Jerusalem, before the Council of Chalcedon, A. D. 451." The 
common title, too, we may infer, is older than that Council ; and 
this Apostolic appellation warrants us in inferring, not only 
that a common liturgy lies at the point of divergence, but that 
it was “ considered even at that time to be very ancient, and 
therefore must really have been long used in the Church." 
Now commences the last step. The scattered and incidental 
liotices of early writers in the vicinity are brought to bear 
upon the identity of the ancient service of the Church with 
that now used, both as to order and substance. 

Tkeodoret, Bishop of Cypnis, early in the fifth century, quotes the bene 
diction, and adds — "This is the beginning of the mystical liturgy in all 
Chui'ches.” 

Jerome specifies an expression, now extant in the liturgy, as daily repeated 
by the priests.! He also quotes the Lord’s Prayer, as every day recited in 
the (commemorative) sacrifice. 

ChtyeoHofn makes frequent reference to the service and dismissal of tke 
catechumens; after which he refers to a prayer of the faithful, and the 

• The force of this coincidence of order, substance, and generally of expression, 
will be much more fully appreciated by comparing this description with the translation 
of “ St. James* Liturgy," in Etheridge’s Syrian Churches, pp. *203 — 

+ “ Saoerdotum quotidie ora concelebrant. ^ ^di/or dKipapn/ror? <)Uod in liogo* 
nostra dicitur, ' qui solus est sine peccato,"— Xifr. it., adv. PeUy. 
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kiss of peace. “ He mentions the benediction ; the address ‘ Sursuni 
Gorda, Ac.’ ; the call to thanksgiving, and the usual response ‘ it is just and 
riglit, Ac.’ ; the solemn thanksgiving, which he describes in such terras 
as leave no doubt of its identity with that of the Monophysite and Ortho- 
dox liturgies of St. James : the hymn Tersanctm!' The com memor ative 
words of our Saviour are also hinted at, and the invocation 
Spiiit is distinctly referred to.* “ He speaks plainly of the general pray^ll^ 

which follow He mentions the use of the Lord’s Prayer, the form 

ra dyw Tois aytotr, the breaking of bread, and the communion.” pp. 30 — 34. 

Still earlier, Ephrem Syrus^ of Edessa, though he speaks mystically on 
account of the secrecy of the liturgy, yet “ plainly refers to the order of 
the solemn prayer used in the consecration of the Eucharist. He speaks 
of the oblation; then of the prayer of deprecation and repentance of evil; 
then of the invocation of the Holy Spirit to sanctify the gifts ; then of the 
prayer of the priest for all things ; then of the Communion. He plainly 
refers to the thanksgiving, and the hymn Tersanctus!' 

Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, about the middle of the fourth century, 
gives a detailed account of the service, “ with a minuteness which is most 
satisfactory, and which establishes in a remarkable manner, the anti- 
quity of James’s liturgy.’* An outline of his description will bo fouud 
in the Sclfldule of liturgies. 

The same may be said of the complete “ Clementine liturgy,” given in 
the 8th Book of the Apostolical Constitutions, \ the order of which will also 
appear from the Schedule. 

The process is now complete. | The “ liturgy of St. James,” in its main 
features, has been traced up to the sacramental service, in common and time 
established use, in the middle of the fourth century. The order of service, 
tije general tendency of the several prayers, Ac., many of the identical ex- 
pressions with their context, as used in that early age throughout SSyria, 
correspond in inimitable coincidence and accuracy with the present litur- 
gy No reasonable man can withhold the conclusion, that in the main they 
are one and the same. 

The subject cannot bo pursued farther in detail. We shall confine our- 
selves to general results. 


Following out in each case the above process, Mr. 


Palmer 


• A paucity of reference to this part of the service is attributed to the secrecy, with 
^hich it was kept from the world. And the reason is valid during the fourth centur/ 
at least. 

t The “Apostolical Constitutions” are quoted by Epiphanius, Bishop of Salamia, 
A. p. 368: but it is very improbable that the work then existed in its present state ; 
«nd the 8tb Book, which contains the liturgy, may not have been written till the fifth 
century. — Vide Ch. lxxxv. of Lardner's credibility of Oosp. Hist. The liturgy, given 
in the Cun^n^u/to/ts, bears the name of Clement of Rome; but it coincides with the 
substance and order of the Oriental, not of the Roman, liturgy. Palmer thinks that 

u ‘‘ ought not to be regarded as an authentic copy of the liturgy of any Church 

fu its order, substance, and many of its expressions, it is identical with that of 
James; but the author has evidently permitted his learning and devotion to 
enrich the common formularies vrith numerous ideas full of piety and beauty.” 

was apparently one of the attempts, in those days common, of improving the litur- 
gies, which had lately begun to assume a recorded form. Palmer argues for the anti- 
quity of this liturgy from the absence of the Lord’s Prayer, which was evidently used 
universally in the fourth century. The circumstance is strange, but does not appear 
*0 prove any antiquity: since this prayer, from its divine institution, must be presumed 
10 have entered into the composition of the very earliest recorded liturgies. 

♦ attempts to carry up the proof a step higher— viz., by Justin Martyr 
the second century. But the notices of Christian service, given by tha^ writer, are 

Diy such generalities, as we might expect regarding any service founded on our Lord’s 
msututiou, in which the verbal detail was not‘yet fixed, or recorded. 
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classifies all liturgies, of which we have any remains or notices 
into four great families, the differences between which h 
apparently ascribes to variety in the primitive type, set* ud 
as b^upDoses, by the Apostles, or in the Apostolical age, ^ 

^J^flS^RiENTAL Liturgy. Under this head come the liturjnea nf 
^^mtioch, Caesarea, and Constantinople. The first we have considered at 
large. The second bears the name of Basil, Bishop of Cjesarea, in Caen* 
docia, who composed it A. D. 870 or 380 ; and the third (now used in X 
Greek Church) diners from Basil’s liturgy only in “ a greater fulness of 
idea m one than in the other, but in nothing else.” 

The liturgy of Basil exists in three texts— Greek, Syriac and Coptic Th. 
latter IS used by the Monophysites of Egypt, and is considered to beef 
antiquity beyond the Council of Chalcedon. There are hardly any earlr 
notices of this liturgy beyond the historical fact that Basil was its author 

Palmer considers it to be of great importance. 

“In one respect this liturgy must be considered as the most valuable 
that we possess We can trace back the words and expressions to about 
the year 370 or 380- This is not the case with any other liturgy. The 
expressions of all other liturgies, we cannot certainly trace, in general 

beyond the fifth century.”— iS'dction 2, JO. 67. ' 

The order of the Armenian liturgy corresponds exactly with that of 
Basil. It is supposed to have been derived from Caesarea by Oregon^ 
the Jlluminator, who founded most of the Armenian Churches in the 
beginning of the fourth century. This supposition (it can be called nothin? 
more) affords, according to Mr. Palmer, “ a very strong presumption that 
Uie order and substance of Basil’s liturgy prevailed in the exarchate of 
Laesarea long before his time." — Appendix^ p. 191. 

Alexandrian Liturgy. The Coptic liturgy of the Aler 
andrian Cyril used by the Monophysites, is considered to be the ancient rit? 
ot Alexandria. It coincides in a remarkable manner with “ the liturgy of 
the Ethiopians” and with the Greek Orthodox “liturgy of St. Mark.” 
I hese three diHer from all other liturgies, in the position of the prayers for 
all states.* Veiy minute and satisfactory allusions to the order, and expres 
sious occurring therein, are quoted from Isidore, Cyril Alexandrinus. Atha- 
♦^Siasius, Dionysius, and Origen, 

1 he Roman Liturgy is traced by some dubious notices up to the 
^time of Gregory, Vigilius, and Gelasius.f Leo the Great, (A. D. 451) is 

said to have added “ to the Canon certain words;’' and it is therefore con- 
sidered to be older than his time. There exist in the authentic writings of 
me priniiti^ve ages no collateral notices whatever of the liturgy of Rome. 
lhe“ Ambrosian liturgy” of Milan is supposed to have ^been an early off- 
shoot from the Roman, and retains the original position of the Lord’s Prayer, 
which was altered by Gregory.^ There are some slight allusions to this 
ritual in the works of Ambrose. The Roman rite is distinguished by the 
absence of any invocation, and by the position of the kiss of peace at the 
close of the service. ^ 

f which no remains have been left from the ravages 

Of the Moslems, is classed by Palmer with the Roman, because, differing from 
^rees with it, in placing the kiss of peace at the conclusion 
ot tneiLuchanst. It, however, fraternizes with the Oriental form, in having 
an invocation of the Holy Spirit. Many incidental notices, sufficient to 
give a clear outline of this liturgy, are gleaned from the African Fathers, 
VIZ. tulgenti^, AugusUne. Optatus, Cyprian, and Tertullian. 
iv. \he Gallioan Liturgy appears to have been distinguished by 

• Vide Schedule, t Viz., to the yeiirs 60h, 538, and 492, A. D. ♦ Vide Schedule. 
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KissorPEACE, inen 8 ,penit.'i.is,kS«™«Hdc, ■ - , tiaed. Salutation and Kiss - 

__ _ — Disniiasiil of these. ] i or Peace. iSernion, Dismissal of unbap- > tized. — 

hMoii, PrnTerofthePaith-Tliaiik'giiing, nith' — 'prayen, 1 “ L .71 . ’ 'aji Address. 

_ fii), ■ItB.tEcnv. Prayer of the Faitli-, • — ■SarsamC(ir(la,Af. Owsil of catechu-, ~ Address, — 

Smm Mo, it. - - I fah , Verbal ablution, , - mens, .Washing of hands, I -- PrsTcr comending 

Kiss OF Peace, hmlm if Edo — i — Thanksgiving: fray I - j inwjta ofblessiiig, oblation to God, 

•Thanksgiving, -- Gho SaliitatiounudKissorSalnlationaudKissor kb for aii, estates, Silent prayers, Sursani Cori/u,^c, | (notearly.) — , ^ 

Tersaecius, Ahliition of hands, ' - I Pm, i Peace, and coiiinieiunra- ~ j - l C«emor.uon of 

Contin, of thanks- Pi.tnasroRAUiiRs — : — tioiiofdeaditlianks-.%ii/iUfilfl,^c, iTlianksgiving, Commemoration of living and dead, 

- giving, Bmiliilm, ash riiiEos, aiidtorlitta. 'Bmdulwii, giving resumed mill — ,Tebsaectos. i departed and living' ■— 

— — eniiiiiieiiioration of —• i — teR 8 aec'iu 8 , Thanksgiving, i ! Saints. ^Collect, and Kiss or 

Words or iB 8 iiiu-Suna»itW(i,Af. dead. iSiramConlaidc. .Surswii tVdu, V- . — 'Tersaectds, 'Verbal Oblation, l — , Pracr, 

iiox, __ — I — ! — Words or lESiiiu-i — i — Kiss or Peace, RDd| — 

— Thanksgiving. Lorh's Prayee, Tlianksgiving, mtli'Thankegivmg. ; iion. .Oiserai prayers Commemoration of collect for peace, Juf(uiiiCord«,Ac. 

/Oblation of elements. Trbsasohjs. — I Tersascius, Tersakctus, — 1 for die living, j the living, ' I 

— Contin. of thanks- Till lloiY TO HIE — — Prayer of deprecalioD,| — | -- Sum Mik Ihanksgiving, 

hmilim of Edt/ lloir, response of Woeds or ihstiii- C ontin, of ihanksgir- — .Prayer that the ohia- /iiwa/ton o/ — TEawcTcs. 

I Ota, — diwiieuniiy, | no* (perhaps.] > ingPRAiERHiHAii/iiisiMta rif Wu/j non might be hle 88 -| GAoil. Thanksgiving. Contin, of thanksgiv- 


'CoMi>| «ure, 'Deacons' prayer for Scriptwe.k | don of ji 
layers of Faithful. I — ' — 1 people, ,1 

— 'Scripture, Sermon. | — Dismissal of catecbu-i -- 

aliitation and Kisaj —• — Dismissal of unhap- mens. Address 

or Peace. bernioii, Dismissal of unhap-' tized. ! — 

_ i — I lizeiL 1 — Address. jConfession. 

arsamCiirdUiAf. Dismissal of catechu- 1 — 'Address, — | — 

— I mens, .Washing of hands, | — Prijer commending Ahsolnlioii. 

hanksgiving: PRAY I — j -- i/uiwulion ofblessing, oblation to God, I — 

Ku FOR All ESTATES, Silent prayers, Sursam CWu,^c, j (notearly.) — ^ jSursam Conic, 

and coiiiiiiemnrR- — j — I — Commemoration o( — 
tioiiofdeaditliaiik 8 -,%iwt'i/f(lfl,^c, iTlianksgivmg, 'Commemoration of living and dead, iTbanksgiviiig, 
giving resumed mill — .Tebsaectos. i departed and livingj — ^ | Teesaecih 

TEESAEC'iua, Tbaiiksgiving, ! — ! Saints. |Collect, and Kiss orj — 

— 'Tebsaectos, 'Verbil OblAtion, l — j Peace, iPrijer of Ct 

fonns or iesiiiu-i — i — Kiss or Peace, andj — | tion, iiih V 

HOE. .OiBEBAi PRAIBIB Commemoration of collect for peace, Juf(uiiiConi«,Ac. j or iKSii: 

— 1 for die!™, i thelivinj, ' — I — indFBACiii 


Deacon, Fractios of tbeiDcnediction. 
, , — ‘ bread, j — 


— Words or isstiiu- — ~ ' ESTAiE8,8ndcoiiinie- G'/iovl. 

Praters FOR Aiij hoe. Coniniiiaion,(uiihPs, Invocation (alluded moralioiiol departed,^ ^ — 

MEN aed IUIEOS, — (Mill H riJd(, 10.) — 'Fuachos. 

— Veibal Oblation, Kc,*) — 'hmlm oj /Wj — 

Lord's Prayer, I — — Oeserai prayer uiid cu , Lord's prayer, 

— Jiiimlmi uj /WjTbaiik'giviiig, coiiiiiiomoration ol — — 

’iBcDedictiou. I Olml , — liiingunddeud. .General prayer for Benediction 

— ' — '(branieslatestliis — ^ peate. — 


— |The lloiY TO HIE Prayers FOR iiiMEN|irafiii do have been Lord’s Pu-AYEB. — 


Tu oyw TOi{ ayioif, [ Hoiy, 

The IIoiY TO the — 

IIoiY, and response Communion, 
of ui^ — 

— I'riianksgiving 
Fractios of die 
bread, % 


Prayer of tlianks- 
giving. 


[The Hoiy to the' Hoiy. 
Hoiy, — 


AEO inisos, iiistiiiiiiry iii Pales — Fraction, 
liiKi The Hoiy ID mi. — 


The iloiT TO thi 
Hoiy, and response 
of unity, 


Benediction. Commiiuiou. 

Lord's Praveu. Thanksgiving 


Commiinioii. The Hoiy to the 
, lloiY.andrcsponiie 
(Thcordfiisinsoine' ol unity. 

I cases limed, the — 
noticea being casual Comiiinnioii. 
and dispersed.) — 
Tlianksgiving. 


fd, ' — Tebsaecti's, ' mg. iLobdsPbay 

— Mention of Christ's Contin. of thanksgiv-. — ' , ~ 

WoBiis or issiiHi-' passion atd death, mg. Petition for sanctih-Clorification, 

, HOE, — catiou of the ele-l . — 

j — Commemoration of Words or Issiitd-! ments, [Benediction, 
jVetbal Oblation, ' departed Saints, , hoe, (verbal ohla-' — 

1 — — lion and i/imw/ioe Words or iesiihi- 

'Corainenioraiion of Fractios, somelimes,) hoe, i 
t departed Saints, ' — — ! "* i 

Benediction, Fuaciion, '/nroculiou of Edf 
Fractios. i — , ' — i qu. I 


• (Since the time of 
Gregory, the Lorify 
Pnjer has been put} 
before llte fniM,| 
The Miiae liturgy re 
tains the old priclice 
It omits die 'dnd obla- 
tion : in other respects 
Its order resembles the 
Bomau rite.) 


sometimes.) 

IlOE, j 



Fraction, 

'/nrocnlion of Edf 

— 

GW. '1 

Lord's Pravrr, 

1 _ 

— 

Fraciics, 

ii Prayers, 

— 1 

— 

'Lord's Prayer, 

Beuediction. 


Ii — 

Blessing, 

CommuDioii, (w. 

ith — 

ADlhem) 

'Comiiiunion,(mthP 8 , 

— 

\QiiMi el#le,k 

Thanksgiving. 

iThanksgiving, 


Siirm Mo, “ Lift up your hearts," involves the reply-" We lift them up, itc. and generally the addition-" Leins give thanks," and “ it is just and right ao to do," 

The Salutation-" Pm It icit/i you," with the reply-" and mi lAy .Apirir-genemlly preceded the Kiss of Peace. It also occurred in many places (Chrysostom mentions J or 7) in the ancient Oriental service. 
lit Mi of iniMm generally embraced also a recital of our Saviour’s acts, as he spoke fcm. 

The Tmantliii is the Seraphicalhymni" Holy,holyi holy." 
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the position of the prayer for the liying and departed Saints, which here 
preceded the opening ties of peace. It seems also doubtful whether it 
contained any prayer for the catechumens, or any prefatory prayer of the 
faithful ; in place of these, the deacon, probably in the form of a litany, 
made prayers for the people, which were summed up by th^juneat The 
Wtarz/y o/67>atn is thought to have corresponded with, and DeeWl^^ed 
from, the practice of France. 

By a train of fine-drawn and, to our apprehension, incon- 
clusive reasoning, the Gallican is traced to a supposed liturgy 
of Ephesus: if this be so,” adds Mr. Palmer, “ we may feel 
almost certain that the Gallican liturgy was derived from a 
period of Apostolical antiquity.” There are no early authori- 
ties, or rational proof, to support this assumption. 

It is conjectured that the early liturgy of Britain resembled 
the Gallican. But in the fifth century the Roman ritual gained 
prevalence in Ireland ; and, in the sixth or seventh century, 
the Sacramentary of Gregory was introduced into Britain also. 

Now, to the main conclusions of Mr. Palmer, deduced by 
the process which we have thus briefly sketched, we do not 
hesitate to give in our adherence. The great result is this, 
that a fixed order of "sacramentary service is traced back to the 
fourth century; and four grand variations are established, as pre- 
vailing in ns many diirerent quarters of th^ Roman Empire. 
The full force of these deductions will be best learned by an 
examination of the accompanying Schedule, which has been 
prepared chiefly from the details presented in ^Ir. Palmer's 
book. TTie English ritual is added to facilitate comparison. The 
Nestonan liturgy, which Mr. Palmer passes slightingly over, * 

13 also inserted. 

• Vule Appfiuhx to Vol. I , p. 194. A translation of the entire Nestorian liturffyT?* 
piven hy Kilieridge, m liii C'/n/rcAi's, p. 221. From the Schedule it will be 

obser\t'»i that the Nesiori.ui diflera Iroin other liturgies in placing the prayer for aU 
men between the thanksgiMiig aii<i invocation. Renaiuiot tliinks that thm is the rite, 
which was ciiireni in Mesopoiainia, before the iiscof Nesionamsm. But Palmer 
(iiscaids this opinion, because Kplirem Sjrus, “who li\e<l at F.ilessa, the very centre 
of Apostolical prencliing," in the passage iilrea«l> quoteil, speaks ot the general prayer, 
as foUuu inq the iniocution of the Holy Ghost. Bui his expre^sioi s are \ery general. 
He notices prayers (pro sertis oral Dommum, &c > as preeedmq the iuNOcation, 
winch might answer to the Ne.stonan petitions, cousnlere*! by Palmer out of place: 
and the prayer after tlic invocntiou is also spoken of, in such general lertiis (ora* 
tionem pro ctnufts faciente), as might apply to the prayer for the peace of the 
whole world, the Church, empire, &c., and for the departed, winch actiially follows 
llie luvocation. This last-mentioned prayer agrees with the commencement of tbe 
general prayers, referred to by Cyril, much more closely than does llie “liturgy of 
pt. James.’* The position of tliis prayer moreover might not have been essential; 
u might have been customary partly before, and partly after, the invocation. 

It will be observed from the Schedule that this liturgy possesses much in common 
with the Monophysite and Orthodox liturgies ; it also coincides in some remarkable 
particulars with the Alexandrian liturgy ; but with Uie Churches practising these rites, 
die Nestoriant have, from tbe fifth oeutimy, held no commnnion. How ouuld tliey then, 
^pon .Mr. Palmer’s own oft-repeated grounds, have derived such common material 
from Churches, whose fellowship they abjured ? The Nestorian Church is, besides, as 
•Qcient and as venerable as the Monophysite or Orthodox, and has been nioie indepen 
dent, and at some periods more extensive. She was at one time a burning and shining 
of Missionary xeal to the Church at large. And we cannot help assipiiug a 
postoon to her liturgy as honourable and ancient, as to that of tbe Monophysues 
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But the clear, evidence, on which these oonolusions are found- 
ed, does not certainly go back beyond the middle of the fourth 
century. As you ascend higher, the incidental notices of acta 
or exDJjgg^ns belonging to the liturgy, such as we find in 
CJj^lf^TOtorn or Cyril, become fewer, and at length absolutely 
Please. Allusion and description are no longer detailed, but 
merge into what is strictly general. In a foot note, we have 
thrown together all the references we can find, having any 
bearing on tho use of forms of prayer, prior to the time of 
Cyril of Jerusalem ; and it will be observed that they give no 
rational evidence whatever of the general use of a uniform 
model of prayer reduced to words.* We have been particular 

• (l.) Athdnasius has few allusions to forms: he mentions the symphony of 
the people’s one voice (implying some sort of stated prayer): their saying “Amen;" 
and their praying for the Kinperor. He speaks of the oblation [Trpo(r(f>opa) being 
offerred in the absence of the cateehumeus. 

(2) Cornelius, Bishop of Koine, (A. D. 2)0) as quoted by Eusebius, refers to 
the Amen, pronounced by the communicant on reccivintr the bread. 

(3.) Dionysius of Alexandria (A D. 2-’V0) similarly quoted objects to baptizing 
a man, after bie had long been a communicant, “heard the thanksgiving, and added 
aloud his Amen, stood by the table, and stretched out his hands to receive ibe 
sacred food.” 

f4.) Cyprian (250) says that “ before prayer tlie priest prepared the minds of the 
brethren by the prefatory Sursuni Corda’’ to which Unpeople replied “ Hebemus 
ad Dominuni," &c 

He mentions the coniineraoration of the living and the dead; and he notices the 
recitation of our Saviour's sacrainentul words at the communion — Epist <id Ccenl. 

(5 ) FirmiUan of Ctesaiea, in a letter to Cyprian, speaks of a woman, wlio admim.s- 
tered the sucraintuits, and consecrated the bjread “ invocatione non coiiternptibili,” 
and pretended “ Eiichai istiam facere, et SacriHciuin Domino, non sine Sacramento 
solitae predicationis, oll'erre.” The prayers, here alluded to, were evidently fixed 
as to Uieir main character and tendency, and the juncture at which they were ofi'ered 
up ; but whether they were fixed and recorded, as to vtrbal expression, is uncertain ; 
the epithet given to the invocation argues rather for its being unfixed. 

XO.) Oriyen mentions the kiss of peace, as founded on Ji<>m xvi. Id, &c. ; the 
<*^uchuri>5tal thanksgiving, and the snnciilyiug efl'ect of that and pra}er upon the elc 
inents; he also “ appears to quote from the prayers,” (TroXXoAcif ep reus 

0e< rravTOKparop, rifu p.€pi8a rjpiv pera rcov npoiprjToyu 86s. k. r. X. ) ; 
and something of the kind is still found in the African liiuigy. How far we are 
to understand tliat the forms alluded to were fixed, and uniformly and w’ldely adopted. 
It 18 diflicnlt to say. 

(7.) Clemens Alerandrtnns, early in the third century, speaks of the “congregation, 
prostrate at their prayer.s, having as it were a common voice, and one opinion.” Un- 
less this be metaplioncal, prayers, fixed to some extent at least, are implied. 

(H.) TV) mentions the kiss of peace “after prayer had with the brethren;" 

alludes to the use of the “ Tersaiictus the response “ Aineu," and cItt* altovos eis 
alutvas. states also that the emperors and public officers were remembered in tbcir 

prayers, and adds, “denique sine nionitore, quia de nectore, oremus ” 

(0 ) Iremens, iii the end of Uie 2iid century, says tiiat the earthly bread after receiv- 
ing f 7 riK\r](Tiv rou 0(ov, is no longer common bread, but the Eucharist; 
and refers to the expression fit rovs dicbyat ru>v did>va>v, as said at the Eucharist, 
or thanksgiving, probably at its usual termination. 

(10«) Jnsitn Martyr, in the middle of the 2nd century specifies prayers com- 
mon to the a'«sembled Chuich {Koivat cu^av) after baptism ; describes the assem- 
blies on Sunday, tlie reading of the Apostles and prophets; the president’s sermon 
founded thereon: and finally evretra aviOTaptOa koiv^ ndvres, km nfp- 

irofiev. sacramental service is thus narrated: “Having ceased from prayer, 

they kissed each other : tlien bread and the cup are brought to tho president of 
tlie brethren ; and he, receiving them, oflers praise and glor^ to the Father of all 
through Uie name of the Son and the Holy Spirit: a thanksgiving for these benefits is 
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m making this digest (as far as our authorities enable us) per- 
fect, because the remainder of our argument depends mainly 


believe, were recordedf commonly, and with much general uni- 
formity, before the close of the fourth century? Palmers 
theory is this, that where a liturgy is noticed as prevalent, we 
must, from its very prevalence, regard it as already of long 
introduction ; and that the concurrent uniformity of several 
Piich liturgies, as traced up to the fourth century, warrants us 
in ascribing the origin of their order and substance to the most 
primitive antiquity ; as, for instance, in the Alexandrian litur- 
gy, “ to the instructions and appointment of the blessed Evange- 
list Mark.” Thus in his Introduction : — 

The liberty, which every Christian Church plainly had and exercised 
in the way of improving its formularies, confirms the antiquity of the 
four great liturgies; for where this liberty existed, it could scarcely have 
been anything but reverence for the Apostolical source, from which the 
original liturgies were derived, that prevented an infinite variety of for- 
miiiaries, and preserved the substantial uniformity, which we find to have 
prevailed in vast districts of the primitive Church."—/?. 8. So with respect 
to the different branches of the Oriental family ; “ the uniformity between 
these liturgies, as extant in the fourth or fifth century, is such as be 
speaks a common origin Their diversity is such as to prove the remote- 
ness of the period, at which they originated. To what remote period can 
we refer, as exhibiting a perfect general uniformity of liturgy, except to 
the Apostolic age?" — Sea. 3, /). 81. 

Nevertheless Mr. Palmer repeatedly holds* that “ the primi- 
tive liturgies were not committed to writing at first, but 
memorv,” ("pp. 9 arid 121 \) and ho is only ''strongly inclined 
to think that St. James’s liturgy was already committed to wri^ 
ing in the time of Cyril, or before the middle of the fourth 
century." The Apostolical element, then, of whatever nature, 
was originally committed to memory, and by memory alone was 
it perpetuated. Mr. Palmer no where descends to discuss what 

made at great length (^tti ttoXv) ; which, as well as the prayers, being ended, all 
the people say Amen." He repeats this, without any addition : k^i tas TTpofcprfixfttt 
nav(raptpa>v rrjs tlpTOi 7 rpo(r(f>€pfTai » . . . K<ii 6 npofOTtat 

6poi<os Ka\ fivaptcrTidi oaij dvuapis airrS dvanepTrn, kqI d Xadv ^7rfV0i;pct, 
Xcyeov TO ' hpr]V. He also speaks of the food being blessed, Xdyov, 

which Palmer refers to the words of our Lord (vol. i., p. 42.). 

(11.) Pliini (107 A. D.) speaks of the Christians siugiug a hymn alternately to 
Christ, as 6od ; which is quoted by Bingham, as bearing on the subject; but 
hyninody is perfectly consonaut with the use of unfixed prayers. We have already 
mentioned Bingham’s references to Lucian and Ignatius as untenable. 

• The same view is held by Bingham and by Reuandot — Btnyham, Booh xtii,, 

Ch.o, s. 


^Supposing, then, that in the early ages of the Churohjlhere 
was no embodiment of prayer in a written fornJ"l!S^|nd 
did the liturgies arise, which, we have seen reason’ 
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could have been ibe nature or extent of that Apostolical autho- 
rity, or liturgical institution, which maintained itself so Jong 
essentially intact in the memory of the Church, and with such 
rare tenacity of its proper and original dress, that when, after 
began generally to be recorded, the result was 
such extraordinary uniformity. Such faithfulness 
might in vain be expected from the treacherous memory of man. 

In what then does this supposed Apostolical element consist? 
It will be observed that Mr. Palmer's expressions on this point 
are vague, indecisive, and capable of the most elastic interpre- 
tation. They carefully exclude particulars; and it may be possi- 
ble to construe them as referring simply to the general order and 
procedure in the sacramental service. The equivocal sense of tha 
term liturgy, already noticed, helps forward this supposition. 

And in tliis view, there would no doubt be a large substra- 
tum of solid truth in Mr. Palmer’s theory. The liturgies com- 
posed by Basil, by Hilary, and by Cyril of Alexandria, would 
hardly have taken their place so quietly and generally, had 
they not been in accordance, either with a previously recorded 
liturgy, or with the groundwork of the service in current and 
established use.* Such groundwork, again, being in so many 
places common, argues that something common may be traced 
up to a convergent point — perhaps to the Apostolical era. Sup- 
posing then this common material to have been confined to 
the general order, or jilan of procedure, in the sacramental 
worship, let us see wliether there were any causes at work 
preparing the Church, in whole and in its several parts, spon- 
taneously to adopt such a uniformity, as we find prevalent in 
the fourth century. Tlie following appear to us important con- 
^eiderations of tliis nature. 

First, then, from whatever source derived, strange and aw- 
iti\ ideas regarding the sacramental rites began to spring up in 
the third century, if not earlier. The ceremony, irrespective 
of the faith of the recipient, possessed a mysterious efficacy. 
Baptism took the lead in this abuse ; the rife itse//, the “ pool 
of regeneration,” was early talked of as wiping away sin, and a 
correspondingly early importance was attaclTed to the verbal ritual 
accompanying it.f The Eucharist followed with willing steps : 

• Thus Basil informs us that“ the customs of divine service, which be had appoint- 
ed, were consonant and aRreeable to all the Churches of God.” 

+ We accordinijly fiml that the formulas of Baptism were fixed lonj? before those of 
the Eucharist. Thus Finmlian mentions that the wotnan,who administered the sacra- 
ments, baplizArat multos, usitala et legitiina verba interrogationis usurpans, ut nil 
* discrepare ab ecclesiastica regula viderentur” Much stress is also laid on the rito 
bnvittff thus been performed “ad iinaginera veritatis" (EpisL lxxv. Cyp^na Works). 
Bingham adduces many early notices of the baptismal formulae from Tertollian and 
others. 




THK INDIAN LITOROY. 


;ii;^ 

au unearthly virtue entered the elements ; they became (meta- 
phorically at first) the body of the Lord ; and the commemora- 
tive act passed into a sacrifice oflered up for the assembly, and 
for the whole Church. It became a most “ drea d," ** aw ful," 
“ tremendous mystery."* But what imparted this^SSWlH^g 
character to the elements and oblation ? Evidently the conseoffl^ 
tion, or prayer of the priest, was the medium of its conveyance. 
No wonder, then, that a mysterious virtue began to attach to the 
words themselves ; and a deep anxiety, as to tljeir adequateness 
and sufficiency, to pervade both priest and people, lest the efficacy 
of the sacrament should be impaired, or entirely lost, by the 
use of an illegitimate or informal ritual. Bishops of sanctity 
and learning would be looked to as the safest guides. Words 
used by such men might be adopted without any apprehension 
of a deficiency, that would vitiate the saving virtue. It w^ns 
security even to err in company with a Cyprian, and a Gregory 
Thaumaturgus.f The consecrating forms, employed by sucli 
men, were imitated or reduced to writing, and came universally 
into use.J The framework of the sacramental liturgy already 
existed in the simple institution of Christ, and these written 


* ^piKa)d€<rTara fjLvarrjpia. “ Most horror-inspiring rites.” T)io contiast Ims 
been well <lniwn between tiiese “terrible and astounding mysteries,' ’ and the simnle 
“ kindly soothing and gentle prnetice” of the early Chnrrh, by Isano Taylor, in liis 
Ancient Chnsfioniti/, p : alihongh he appears to fall back too exclusively on the 
celibate instiluiion, in accounting for it. 

See this subject, and its collaterals, well brought out in “ Chrysostom ; a Sketch,” 
in No. II. of Kilio’s valualde Journal of Satred J^iterntiirr Transubstanliation was 
not a foinial dociriue o{ the Chuicli in tlie fourth centiiiy, but the uneasy iliead with 
which the sdcnfue and oblation began then to be looked upon, led to tlie most c<|Ui 
vocal expressions on tlie subject. 'J'hiis, as Jeremy 'rajlor remarks, Chrysostom's 
auihoniy has been quoted on both .sides. — Works, Vol. X p. HI. 

+ The foirns of Gregoiy Thnnniaturgus were long closely obseivcd in the Chiir^ 
of Neo-Ciesuiea Jlasil, speaking ol the ndniiiution in whuh he was held, ‘'iiys 
“fur which reason tin v have not taken up any custom, woid, or mystical rite, besij^ 
wlmt they received Iroin him. 1 nsoinueh that Chiueh appears r/e/e« /ire in many res- 
pects, because they have nothing but what is ancient {' ). lor they who have suceeeded 
nun m the goveinineni of the Clmiches, would a«lnni none of those things, that have 
been sniec invented, but bave kept entirely to the first institutions, as derived from 
him.*' — Vide Lnidnei's Cred, Vol. VII. p. 621. Tins illustrates the manner in wbicli 
the liturgy grew up. Basil, endeavouring to introiluee Ins own unliphoiial mode of 
singing at Caesarea, shows that they had admitted the use of litanies, since the time 
of Gregory. 

+ The following from Basil illustrates this position Ta finK\r)(T€ii)9 'p^para, 
iTTi TTf dvadtl^ei rov uprov r^s ev^apicTTiag fcal rdv TTorjjpiov rrjf €v\oyt.as, rlt 
r<ov ayiwu *(yypd(f>cos f}piv KaraXtXoiTTtP' 6v yap 6^ tovtois dpKovpfda itp d 
ATToo-ToXoff ij TO i£.vayy€\iov (irfpvTjadrj, aXXa koX (inXfyopfv tTtpa^ &)V pLiydXrjv 
(Xoinra npht t 6 pvarrjpiov t^v rrjs dypd(f)ov didacTKoiXias TrapaXa^dpres. 

— P* Spiritu Sanclo,c. 27. This seems to prove that there were, even in Basil’s time, no 
^vritten prayers, supposed to be of Apostolical authority. The only documents, even 
in that late age believed to be of primitive times, were the narratives of “ the Gospel 
»nd the Apostle’ (Paul). Besides the commemorative words and directions there 
recorded, they added “before and after, other things, a» having grent rjfieary towards 
Hie mystery, taking them from the nuwniten teaching.” 
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fortnulsB and prayers would now become salient points upon 
the framework, between which an entire recorded liturgy might 
easily and naturally be interwoven. 

N ext, the federal bond, which united the early Church, and 
th^llfisTant communication kept up betwixt its various quar- 
would produce an interchange and diffusion of the sacra- 
mental forms, when they came to be recorded. One cannot 
read the early Fathers, without seeing that there was a constant 
tendency to oneness of details throughout the Church. Cypri- 
an’s correspondence will illustrate not merely this spirit, but 
the mode, in which such correspondence was itself an efficient 
agent in producing uniformity. 

The Councils of the third and fourth centuries tended directly 
to the same result. Witness the apparently annual synods of the 
third century the Council at Carthago (A. D. 250) regarding 
the baptism of heretics; that of Rome (251) against Nova- 
tianf ; and the assembly at Antioch (269), to which bishops 
presbyters, and deacons hurried from all directions to convict 
Paul, “ the defiler of Christ’s flock.”J; , Such gatherings would 
tend, not merely by the communion and sympathy excited 
among the Orthodox party, indirectly to uniformity of sentiment 
and of rite, but directly by the decisions then passed. Every 
heresy, real or supposed, and every Council denouncing such 
heresy, narrowed by degrees the sphere of private judgment; 
and the safest mode of avoiding the suspicion, or the reality of 
unsound doctrine, would be to adopt the practice of some ap- 
proved Orthodox leader, and make use of forms of devotion 
sanctioned by his authority. The life-long struggle and truly 
heroic tenacity of Athanasius, for the finest drawn points of 
orthodoxy, had perhaps as much effect as anything else in 
^tting the type of liturgical forms. § 

^ Monaslicism helped much to embody and assimilate tho 
various forms of prayer. The spirit ot the institute, as gra- 

• Compare Firmiliaii, Bishop in Cappadocia, writing to Cyprian, Bishop of Car* * * § 
thage : “ necessano upini nos lit, ut per singnlos aiinos seniores et praepositi in nnmn 
conveniamns, ad diaponenda ea, quae curae nostrao coniinissa suiit, ut, siqiia gravio- 
ra 8uut, commuui consilio dingantur.’* 

t At which sixty Bishops, and a greater number of Presbyters and Deacons were 
present, besides the district assemblies . — Eusebius EccL Hist., vi. 43. 

J Eusebius, after enumerating the chief bishops from various countries present at 
this Council, says that “ the vast number of others, both presbyters and deacons, one 
could hardly number.*' — Idem, vii. 23. 

§ The influence of Councils upon forms is well exemplified by the immediate effect 
of the Conned of Nice in introducing generally, as an expression of belief at baptism, 
the creed then propounded. — Vide Bingham, Vol. IV. p. 226.— xiii., b,s. 7. An ana 
logons influence was no doubt immediately exercised by this Council on the sacra* 
mental liturgy also, though the creed was noi introduced for some time after. 
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phically described by the Author of “ Ancient Christianity," 
required the continual excitement of an ever-recurring service, 
which thus provided for the unwholesome vacuity in the minds 
of multitudes of men and women, taken from the natural em- 
ployment of public and domestic life. The daily 
prayers would soon settle down into a recorded form. The 
ternities of monks and virgins, scattered over various countries, 
co-operated in giving a uniformity of character and detail to the 
services, in whose introduction they had themselves been in- 
strumental.* 

Lastly, the imperial establishment of Christianity supplied 
the place of an oecumenical authority.t The emperor summon- 
ed, and presided in, the General Councils of the Church. And 
the centralizing and formalizing influence, thus produced, must 
powerfully have contributed to stereotype, if not originate, ge- 
neral and uniform services of religion. 

Now if these reasons be regarded as snfiicient to account for 
a prevalent uniformity in detail of liturgies springing up in the 
fourth, or hitter part of the third century, then the negative evi- 
dence, arising from the silence of previous writers, becomes irre- 
bisiible proof that there existed no fixed, or recorded, liturgies at 
an earlier period. 

Etlieridgo, in his Syrian Churches, gives a brief summary 
of sound reasons for “ concluding that the practice of reading 
‘ prayers from a MS. form was unknown in the Christian Church 

• This maybe illnstrateJ from Palmer’a account of the liturgy of Ctesarea. “ To 
aorount for ihe miroducliou of this liturgy into Egypt is not difljcull. Basil waa 
no doubt pailicularly famous in Egypt, tor being the great founder of tlio Mo- 
uabtic iiihtiiute 111 Poiiius and the ueighbouriiig piovmccs. The Monastic rule 
whether of Muchentes, or C<enobiU*s, prevailed sooner and more extensively 
Kg\pt, than perhaps any where ehe. And it was hero, and m Syiia, that Basil 
leurui the discipline, which on Ins return he established in Pontns. Tt is not 
Mondei fill, therefore, that his liturgy should have been gladly rec-eived in Kgypt.”-i^ 
Hvc. 2, p. 02. 

t It does not aeem probable that liturgies were introduced in Constantine's 
rtlgi. : but to the diligent peruser of hit life, it will be evident, how readily the 
new element must have acted in fui inalizing religion. He gave a form of prayer 
to be use<t by ids heatht'U soldiery — Euseb. Life of Const, tv , c 19 attti 20. He 
called himself “ a Bi*h<j) ordained by God, lo overlook whatever externally re- 
lated to the Ciiurch.” — idem, e, 24 Ihe meetings (rf heretics were suppressed by 
•dm botli in public and private; — involving an inqidsition into the doeirine and 
form of wor-<ldp. — Idem, iii. 6). He enacted that Sunday should be the special day 
forpiayer. — /deni, iv. l«. He arrayed his Palace like a Church; and himself read 
the Scriptures, aud offered up the regular prayers, eVdeV/xovr. — Idem, 17. 

What »ort of prayers those were, that an uiibaptized person, like Constantine, could 
offer up (on tne dturgical sjstcm), does not appear. The last mentioned is 
almost the only expresi-ion in his hfe which might refer to fixed prayers, and even 
that is very general. In the 36th chapter of the 4th book is a letter from Constan. 
nine, commissioning Eusebius to procure fifty copies of the sacred Scriptures for the 
increasing number of churches in Constantinople, the provision and use of 
'^hich you know to be most needful for the instruction of the Church.'* He 
gives detailed instructions as to their preparation ; but he does not allude to any 
other sort of book, or formulary, as required for the Churches 
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* for the first three hundred years.” In the persecutions under 
Diocletian, the books of worship, used in the Churches, were de- 
manded under pain of cruelties and torture : we read of the 
Scriptures, of sacramental vessels, &c. being delivered up : but 
theppifilfb not the remotest allusion to manuscript services.* 
^^Sgain there is the use of expressions, such as <^017 dvi/a/ucf 
with reference to the eucharistal prayer and thanksgiving, 
“ which evidently betokens an extempore effort, and precludes 
‘ the idea of a defined and limited document.”]: 

Had the several Apostles left forms of prayer, which, preserved 
by memory or writing, became the types of the four great litur- 
gies, we should unquestionably have found them referred to 
specially, as the production of their inspired authors, or bearing 
their names. The testimony of Palmer is, however, clear 
against such a practice. 

“ In my opinion, this appellation of 8t. Mark’s liturgy began about the 
end of tbo fourth, or beginnitig of llie fifth century, alter Basil had com- 
posed his liturgy, which appears to have been the first liturgy, tliat bore the 
name of any man. Other (’liurches tiien gave their lituigies tlie names of 
iheir founders. And so the Alexandrians and Egyptians gave tlieir’s the 
name of ‘St Mark,’ and tliey of Jerusalem and Antioch called thcir’s St. 
James’s.” — Sec. 4, p. OJ. 

Moreover, before the middle of the fourth century, no single 
doctrine or expression of a liturgy, is quoted by any writer 111 


• This argument is Rtated at length by Uingham Speaking of its conclusiveness 
against the exi!»tence of images in the .ige ol Diocletian, nr ilic beginning ot the 
fourth century, be adds, “ And I think that the argnment will Imld as well 
against ha\iiig their liturgies Ciunpilcd into books and ^olume8, since it is scarce 
possible that such things in difficult times, should have wholly escaped the 
nptice and fury of their enemies.” — IJ xut. 5, s 3. This considering Bingham's 

is an important conces.'>ion. 

♦ Justin Martyr. Theexpre«8ion of Teitullian “ iiine monitore, quia de pectr re,” 
S^not so conclusive ; but he elsewhere states that there was no wiiiten law (scrip- 
turarn nullam invenies) for the n.udes ol bolcamiziiig tlie Sacramental rites —De 
corona. 

J It is unnecessary to mention the absence of allusion to forms in the Acts and 
Epistles : for it will be acknowledged by even the most ultra-formalist, that there 
J8 no trace of the prfscription ol a lituriry there. In tlie chapter, that most bears 
on the aiibject (IstCor. xiv ), the only indispensible requisite, insisted on by the 
Apostle, is that the prayer be not only “ with the spirit,” but iu the common 
tongue, and intelligible to thb uuiearned. It is not indeed impossible that a few 
simple customary forms, as for ever and ever, Amen,” at the close of the thanks- 
giving; Amen, at the reception of the elements; sursumcorda, and peace he with you, 
with their response^, max have been of Apostolical usage, and so perpetuated in the 
Church. But this is mere supposition : and, even if admitted, it would not fo low, 
that they had been laid down, or imposed, by the Apostles. Indeed if one reflects 
on the great diseane of the human mind to seize upon acmdental i-eretnonies or 
forms, and turn them into talismans of saving virtue, and into religion itself;^ the 
unceremonial simplicity of the New Testament cannot be sufficiently admired. 
When even those simplest of simple rites, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, have 
suffered 80 wonderful a transubstantiation ; what would not the fate have been, of 
the most perfectly framed l.turgy drawn up by the Apoatles? 
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proof or illustration of what they have in hand.* But mark, 
the moment we come to the acknowledged age of liturgical forms, 
we meet with a profusion of references to their substance, teach- 
ing, and words. Augustine makes repeated quoteUions^s we 
have seen, against the Pelagian heresy ; Jerome quotesITWII^l^ 
same object; Chrysostom’s works abound with such referenceff^ 
and subsequent Councils support their positions by open citation 
of liturgical authority. Now of the Fathers, previous to the era 
specified, we have remains of all descriptions, epistolary, didactic, 
allegorical, hortative, exegetical, commontatory, historical ; nay, 
there is a discussion in Cyprian as to the mode of celebrating 
the Lord’s Supper itself, and yet no quotation from, or reference 
to, a liturgical service ! Surely then we are entitled to conclude, 
that there was no prescribed form of words in current and gene- 
ral use before the fourth century.f 

In conclusion, it must also bo borne in mind, that, even in tlie 
fourth and fifth centuries, the liturgical quotations and allusions, 
refer almost exclusively to the Sacramental liturgy. But this 
was not the only service in early times.J Justin Martyr speaks 
of tlio prayers having ceased^ before the communion service 
begun ; and it is evident, that there were other occasions of 
public devotion besides. It is most probable that these remain- 
ed unrecorded and unfixed, long after the Sacramental Liturgy 
had assumed a prescribed, and even recorded, shape. 

From this long digression we feel warranted in returning to 


• The expressions of Cyprian and Origen, formerly quoted, can hardly be viewed 
as exceptions ; and if they were, would prove little. Forms might have been begin 
King in their times. 

+ A farther proof, tliat there "were no ancient liturgies presciibed by the Churcli^ 
occurs in Eiiseb. Keel. JJist. B. v. eli. liH, where a Inie author is quoted as com-"* 
bating the arguitienl that Unitarian Doctrines were heltl by the Apostles, and were 
introduced by Victor in the beginning of the tliird century. Jle does so, by anfiealirjf 
to the Scriptures, to writers more ancient than Victor, and to “ the psalms and 
‘ hymns written by the biethreu from the beginning, which celebrate Christ the 
‘ Wor<l of God, by asserting his Divinity.” Hail there existed any liturgy in 
prescriptive use, it is hardly conceivable but that it would have been appeided to 
before any other huajan autliority. 

; Chrysostom, and the author of the Apostolical Constitutions, are the only 
parties that give detailed references to the expressions in the catechiimonical service. 
The “ small number of collects,” appearing in the early liturgies, seemed to Bingham 
80 unfit to take up the space of time reasonably allotted to public service, that he 
concludes much of it was occupied in the “ silent prayers,” {^la tricoTrq^.) One 
such mental prayer is expressly directed by the Council of Laodicia. 

A circumstance full of meaning is related by Palmer regarding the Roman liturgy. 
At a particular point of the service, the priest said “ Oremus,” and the whole Church 
prayed in silence. “ This custom of secret prayer became obsolete at Rome from no 
Jorni being appointed /or the purpose." In the sister liturgy of Milan, however, a 
collect was provided, which still continues. At Rome we have still the “Oremus,” but 
1)0 prayer. It is an affecting relic of secret and warm devotion now departed. — Foi, 
f y pp. 122 and 120 . 

All instance of silent prayer will be found in the office of ‘‘ ordination of priests” 
the Knglibh service. 
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the Indian liturgy, and 23uttiDg our proposition upon the ex- 
ample of the early Church. Byalimeans, let her Native Christi- 
ans have the Anglican liturgy adapted to them. But to its 
regular and canonical use, add likewise the primitive and Apos- 
toli|i(*pPS?fice of unfixed and unrecorded prayers ; for, without 
her liturgy can never be entirely suited to the ever- 
changing character of the Churches of Hindustan. At the very 
least, let permission to do so bo freely accorded, and let the cus- 
tom be encouraged. 

If this proposition be negatived, then the only remaining al 
ternative is, as formerly explained, to adapt, alter, and add to the 
recorded liturgy, much more largely than would otherwise be 
required. The catechumens, or enquirers of the various classes, 
that attend our services, must be prayed for, and encouraged 
to pray for themselves. And the “ incredulous nations” must 
be extensively introduced into our petitions, both as subjects of 
intercession, and in connection with the reflex influence they 
exercise upon the state and prospects of the Church itself. All 
this wa have shown to be imperatively required : and regarding 
all this, the English liturgy presents a vacant blank. 

Throughout this article, wo have expressed ourselves freely 
regarding the English liturgy. But we think nevertheless lhat 
England owes to it a weighty debt of gratitude. 

A liturgy has necessarily a conservative influence ; and where 
the ritual is sound and evangelical, it is conservative of the gos- 
pel itself. Had Germany possessed the liturgy of England, we 
should probably not now have had to mourn over her rational- 
ism. Sound doctrine may, no doubt, as in Scotland, be preserv- 
ed by an unliturgical “ Confession of Faith;” but the actual 
embodiment of doctrine in the devotional services of the 
Church ought, at least, to perform this office in a warmer and 
more influentially pervading manner. 

A liturgy is also conservative of an approved order and 
mode of public devotion. It continually holds forth to imita- 
tion a model, in which every material constiiment of public 
worship ought to hold its proper place. Where there is no 
prescribed form whatever, the several components of confession 
and deprecation, thanksgiving, supplication, and intercession, 
may be omitted, or their proportion marred: and this can- 
not well be provided against by any bare canons, or rules. The 
spiritual mind is no doubt, after all, the best meter and regu- 
lator : but spirituality and judgment cannot invariably be looked 
for in the minister. Exclusive extemporism may also run to 
extremes of fanaticism, or presumptuous address: and here again, 
a liturgy should prove beneficial as a model of stgle. 
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Lastly, the liturgy invariably presents ^ome material for the 
devotional mind. The extempore system is entirely dependent 
on the ability of the minister: and where his capacity, intellectual 
or spiritual, is deficient, there always exists the possibility of an 
inadequate presentation of devotional matter. 

But there is a danger of conservative influence passing^^^i^ 
absolutism. And such we conceive to be the tendency of 
formal services, pursued to the entire exclusion of voluntary 
prayer. 

The exclusive adherence to written forms of prayer generates 
formality; and the unvarying repetition of the same expressions 
encourages indifference. The confinement of prayer entwely 
to the recitation of forms from a book has a tendency to re- 
press the current of devotion, which the addition of extempore 
or unfixed prayers would help to flow on with a warmer circu- 
lation.^ Fixed forms, again, are necessarily general in the 
ideas they present ; and though these may, by the busy and 
aspiring mind, be suited to individual circumstances, and the 
necessity of the moment, yet most worshippers always, and all 
\ery often, require something more than the general expression 
to call up its special application. The comprehensive whole 
must, as occasion requires, be broken up into its parts ; the 
ideas must be amplified, and the thoughts presented in new 
light, and with variety of circumstance ; else there is great dan- 
ger that prayer will lose itself in generalities, or stagnate in the 
cliaimel of formal repetition. 

Another danger of exclusive liturgism consists in tlie ten- 
dency of the ceremonial, to take the place of an essential. 
The human mind is prone to tiii.s tendency, even where it 
finds none of the encouragement offered in the present cas^ 
It is also unfavourable to Christian liberality; the Church, 


• Tliere is, perhaps, no otlicr subjoct in which habit ami pre-roneeiveil ojiinions so 
"arp a man, and render him incapable of passing an impartial judgment. A peison 
long accustomed to extempore services feels his devotion chilled, when he witnesse*. 
tile celebration of a ritual, confined entirely to recitation of fixed forms; the scene ap- 
pears to him theatrical, and the service devoid of the spirit of prayer; it is often long 
hi fore he can view it in a devotional light, and sometimes the dislike < an never he got 
rid of. The man, again, long used to exclusively liturgieal services has a strange 
sense of bareness and micertauity, when he listens to a public extempore service. Tiie 
nakedness of the ritual, and seemingly irregular informality of prmitting the sponta- 
neously arising thoughts of one individual to guide tlie aspirations of the whole con- 
gregation, and the undignified specialities of detail, contrasted with the stately deco- 
rum and cautious generdity of the liturgio forms, are so utterly different from all he 
has been accustomed to, so opposed to all Ins ideas of propriety, that his first im 
pression is unqualified eoudeinuation. Thus neither party enters into the feelings of 
the other, or is qualified to form a candid and unprejudiced opinion, as to the relative 
merits of the two modes ot worship. Hence the uiicomprouiising and extreme views, 
which we have before noticed, as peculiarly chiiractciizing this ijucstioii. It is ah 
'ohitcly necessary for anv one, who prctemls to pns<- a fair judgment, that ho should 
have had long expel leiiee ol both systems. 


o 



THE INDIAN LITURGY. 




lay and ecclesiastical, becomes impatient of other practice than 
Its own, and a spirit of narrow-minded intolerance is fostered 
or confirmed. ’ 

Agai n it encroaches on the field of private judgment. 

liturgy must needs extend over a vast variety 
^i^^T^ncs, and treat them with much detail ; and this detail, 
being wrought up into the liturgy, becomes an authoritative 
declaration of belief. The opinions, thus expressed, are vir- 
tually imposed upon all, laity and clergy, who use the liturgy; 
although they may embrace points, that are open to variety oi 
view (as the extent of divine influence at Baptism), and might 
well have been left undefined, to the discretion of the minister. 

These appear to be abuses arising out of the extreme applica- 
tion of the liturgical principle : and to our apprehension t?hey 
are even more dangerous than those resulting from exclusive 
adherence to the opposite system. The two modes of worship 
may bo viewed as the representatives of contrary and opposing 
principles. The one involves order and regularity, but also tho 
dangers of ceremonial formality and cold indifferentisrn. The 
other is full of spirit, life and heart, but runs the risk of irregu- 
larity and confusion. With other opposing principles of analo- 
gous nature, the via media is obtained by combination ; and 
thus, as in tho political constitution, not only safety, but a 
high degree of good are secured. And so in the present in- 
stance, it appears to us that a combination of both systems, is 
a form of religious worship on the whole free from objection ; 
and which, comprising the opposite elements, conservatism 
and freedom, must always possess the power of maintain- 
i^ both order and spirit, — at once tho form and tho soul of 
TOvotion.'*^ 

Should these remarks tend to make any one in either party 
’flkiw the practice of tho other with less disdain and repugnant 
intolerance, wo shall bear with cheerfulness the reproaches of 
“ compromise,” “expediency,” or “ utilitarianism,” which, we arc 
quite jirepared to expect, will be showered upon our beau-ideal 
of Christian worship, by tho extreme partizans on either side. 


• The oombinfition hero propo«5Pfl nowhere existsi, and, we fear, (with the views cur- 
rent on both sides) is nowhere soon likely to exist. We may therefore be permitted 
to view with satisfaction the counterbalancing influences, which the two opposite 
}>ractiecs exercise; and that, as one is established by law in England, so tlie other has 
the equal prestige of a legal establishment in Scotland. Thus the great Neander 
says: — “Life moves on in the midst of diversitied and ever-comminglmg preposses- 
sions, especially in our own time, which, torn by contrarieties (contbabieties, how- 

EVEB, WHICH SlinSKBVK A HIOHEB WISDOM BY BALAKCINO EACH OTHEB) foriHS 

the period of transition to a new and better creation.” — Life of Christ, Introd. eh. /. 
The words in capitals are those of a profound philosophy. There are few religious 
subjects, on which they will not bear ; and they have a (feptb of application to the in- 
teresting topic, which we have been discussing. 
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So much space has already been occupied, that our notice of 
the Urdu work, placed at the head of this article, must be brief 
and rapid. It is a complete translation of the English pray- 
er-book, embracing, with a few exceptions,* the wl^^Jjyaervices, 
ordinary and occasional, with the Articles. It has beer^^^^ 
separately in the Roman and Persian character.f 

We have before us another Urdu translation, embracing all 
that the present work does, except the service on the anniver- 
sary of the Queen's accession. It was printed in 1820, at 
Calcutta, “ for the Prayer Book and Homily Society.” It is 
a literal rendering of the prayer-book, and in the main exe- 
cuted with ability. It abounds however with high and difficult 
words, and would, in many parts, be unintelligible to the ordi- 
nary frequenters of our Churches. 

The translation of 1829 has apparently formed the ground- 
work of the present; and has been so far improved upon, that 
the great mass of the learned and rare words have been verna- 
cularized, and brought down to the comprehension of common 
hearers. Much skill and knowledge of native idiom have 
been brought to bear upon this task. The natural language of 
every-day life has often been applied with great happiness to 
the expression of what was before conveyed in a learned and 
recondite style. Nevertheless there still exist in the present 
work many rare and learned terms, which might, without 
niucli difficulty, have been replaced by more common words. ^ 
But the great demerit of this work arises from the attemiH to 
make it a literal translation. It is more servile to the letter of 


* The exceptions are, the services for use at sea, the Cuu^nu tier 'Ptrnson, Chaiini^ 
the Martyr, and tlie liestoratwn of the Royal Family. The addition of the ecclesias- 
tical tables (above 40 pages) has much swelled the book, and added to its expense. 
Tile greater part of them were ipiite unnecessary for the present. The perplex#^ 
calculations regarding the golden numbers and the dominical letter (ahdi hariif, aur 
/ehbi addd) were especially needless. It has a curious ctl'ect to rend so much about 
the Vigils, Fasts, and Days of Abstinence. “ I adwal beddrion aur liozon aur Rnizat 
ke diuon ki s&l bhar ke live. ” Considenug the terms employed, and especially the 
associations connected with the words roza and riazat, it is unfortunate that so inucli 
has been said about them, in the present unfixed and unenlighteucd state of our Na- 
tive Christians. By and bye they will find out that we mean no harm by them ; but, at 
present they may either do damage by creating wrong impressions, or possibly lead 
the exclamation. — “ Ye observe days and mouths and times and jeurs ; 1 am afraid of 
you.” 


♦ The chief author of this translation is, wc believe, the Rev. Mr. Smith, an ex- 
cellent and talented Missionary of the English Church at Benaies. The opinion and 
advice of other Missionaries were taken regarding it. The Missionaries at Agra (no 
mean judges on such a question,) were not favourable to its publication, without 
important alterations, which were not adopted. 

J As examples of these wp may mention 

; the latter, by the wnv, docs not give the 
meaning of ‘spare/ for which Jt is frequently used. 
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the original than the rendering of 1829, and, justin proportion 
to this servility, is the real spirit and idea of the English ver- 
sion injured or lost. 

It isjr^uth, one of the most illusory of conceits to fancy, 
thajlfl^^efbal transference, a correct counter-part is obtained of 
^ne idea and spirit of a passage. A translation may be etymo- 
logically perfect, and yet no more give the force of the original, 
than the awkward dancing of a bear represents the graceful 
pirouettes of the ballot. The reason is obvious. Words and 
phrases gather around them an idiosyncracy of their own, often 
quite independent of their grammatical derivation. The pecu- 
liar meaning and associations connected with them are the 
birth of place and circumstance, of national temperament, and 
the progress of civilization. A word or phrase, which has 
grown up in Indian Society, may thus have acquired a totally 
different colour, and convey an utterly divers meaning, from 
a word or phrase occupying nevertheless, in the English lexicon 
and grammar, a perfectly analogous position : and so likewise 
with words in construction, and the interminable diversities ol 
relative meaning, caused by the reflex influence of one word 
upon another. Eacli hears the stamp of its own nationality , 
and thus ideas, conveyed from one language to another by a 
simply grammatical transfer of words and sentences, are liable 
entirely to differ from the original. ** There may be a verbal 
(rounter-part, and yet no approximation to an ideal counter-part. 
'To transfer the spirit and mind of a passage is an incompara- 
bly harder task. It requires an “ intimacy with native pro- 
cesses of thought.” 'Phe idea of the original, thorouglily 
wrasped, must first bo thrown into the mental cast and habitude 
of the people, for whom the translation is intended, and then 
^to their language. An accomplished author, himself accus- 
tomed to translation, well remarks that this intimacy with tlie 
working of the native mind “ is the most essential requisite” 
in translation. 

“ For where, languages, like Urdu and English, are the pro- 
‘ duct of a civilization difiering in history, tendency, character 

* and development, it is obvious that even the most simple and 
‘ elementary ideas, having been obtained through different 
‘ channels, and having clothed themselves in forms altogether 

* foreign the one to the other, can only be fully realized to the 
‘ mind by reference to the sources whence they are derived. 
‘ But any one, who has mixed with the people, and has inforin- 
‘ ed himself of their social state, of which the vulgar tongue 

IS the index and the exposition, and who knows the inlets by 
‘ which truth can best insinuate itself into their minds, will 
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‘ not find any great difficulty in presenting to them a strange 
‘ idea in its most significant shape, and in determining how 
‘ tlie meaning in each sentence can best be expressed, so as 
‘ not to run counter to the general current of their experience. 

‘ Should there be no other alternative than to impiii|[||aan 
‘ innovation, it will be easy for him to consider what n^^^ 
‘ mode of expression — what parallel metaphor — can be de- 
‘ vised, consistently with the scope and genius of the language, 

* and with least violation of idiomatic propriety."* 

We are far, indeed, from saying that, in the work before us, 
there is no attempt at the adaptation here so excellently ex- 
plained ; or that the attempt has not often been successful, 
where it was possible to assimilate the English and the Indian 
composition, and preserve the idea also. But there are innu- 
merable cases in which this was not possible, and in which tho 
translation must be pronounced, as a transfer of meaning, 
entirely or in part defective. 

The close adhesion to English idiom has, besides these tan- 
gible effects, given a stiff, foreign and repulsive air to the whole 
work. It is not calculated to win its way among the native 
communities by coming amongst them m a naturalized and 
attractive dress, and must therefore share the dislike, with 
winch every thing foreign and strange is viewed by a society 
on whom it is imposed. t Some of the quotations made below 
may illustrate this position : but the iinjiression we refer to, it 
IS not possible to bring out in a brief space. It is a pervading 
colour which affects the whole stream, though perhaps hardly 
})erceptible in a few detached drops. 'J’liis general repulsive- 
ness destroys the cfleet of the happy renderings before com- 
mended. The lustre of the gem is lost in the rudeness of thl^ 
betting. 

No doubt the necessity of a literal version was forced upofT 
the translator, either by the strictness of his own views, or the 
mandate of his ecclesiastical superiors, — which, we do not 
know. For our own part, we cannot perceive any reason what- 
ever for enforcing such excessive closeness in the translation 
of a liturgy, at the cost of greatly impairing its usefulness. 
With tho inspired Scriptures, it must ever be, for obvious rea- 
sons, a deeply important object to cling, with as close tenacity 
as possible, to an undeviating etymological transfer ; though 
even there too strict an adherence will defeat its own purpose, 

• Letter of Sir H. M. EUiot to tho Government of India, prefixed to a “ Specjmen 
translatiOD of the Penal Code. Calcutta. 1848. For private circulation.’* 

t There is a note at p. Vol. iv. of this Reneu, (No. viii., Art. Uj, which bears 
directly upon this subject, and to which we refer the reader. 
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and injure the translation, os a transfer of ideas. But with an 
uninspired production, the great object of which is to hold up 
a standard of Christian thought and faith to be the guide of 
public devotion, and to come in contact with many points of 
soci^^iAi^iirely it is the most unnecessary and mistaken 
^H^m-lacedness, by insisting upon a verbal translation, to im- 
pair its efficiency, and injure its suitableness for accomplishing 
the very objects designed by its introduction. We contend for 
a more common-sense and liberal course than this. We 
plead for the translator, that he be allowed a wide field for 
adapting the sense and spirit of the liturgy to native appre- 
hension, and that a sufficient license be given him for 
“ considering what novel modes of expression, what parallel 
metaphors, can be devised,” to make the liturgy “ consisieut 
with the scope and genius of the language,” and the mind of 
India. 

We shall confine our remaining remarks on this translation, 
chiefly to a few brief notices of the daily service, as the most 
important and frequently repeated portion, and that on whicli 
perhaps most pains have been spent. 

The preface opens “ Ai piyare bhuio Bible kai muqamon men 
hamen shauq dildtd (diluti?) hai, &c.^ The words marked in 
italics are not only inelegant, being a Persicism, but do not give 
the idea of moveth^ which could only be attained by a change 
of expression, or perhaps by a periphrasis. “ To set fortli Ins 
most worthy praise,” is most literally rendered “ uske babiit In 
laiq-ki tarif karen which gives the idea of the praise (concrete) 
rendered by us, being most worthy of God’s acceptance, — not 
tlnit praise (abstract) is most fitting to be rendered to God. 

wdjibi tarfi karen f would express the idea, though weak- 
ly. The beamdul sentiment of the English original must be 
^st into another mould, to reproduce its strength in Urdu. 

Tlicrc is a very inelegant use of the word kanidl^ both here, 

• We quote in tlie Roman character much against oiir will, to facilitate the pres«i. 
But we would htrongly dissuade from the use of it, any party who wishes to write 
clear and idiomatic Urdu ; while you write m the English charueter, with English 
stops, capitals, and paragini)h8, the iiiiiid intuitively reverts to the English period and 
construction, and forgets the native mode of composition, fonned entirely on another 
model. The necessities of the native reader, on the contrary, are constantly kept be- 
fore the mind's eye by writing in the native character. There yon have an entire nui 
forinity— no stops, capitals, or landmarks, to guide the eye to tlie sense, or help the 
voice to modulate witli the period. You are thus forced to compose independently of 
these helps, and are much more likely to write in a style intelligible to a native who 
wants them also, and whoso language has gained some of its peculiarities from their 
absence. 

f So the Persian version f ^ ^ 

Arabic 
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and throughout the book : thus “ Kamal muqaddas kalam,” 
“ Kamal rahim Bap,” “ Kamal azez Beta.” It is a noun signi- 
fying perfectio7iy and is sometimes used adjectively in construc- 
tion with another noun ; but it is a solecism to use it^as qualify- 
ing an adjective ; and its frequent appearance in sucfP^fBliHin ia 
objectionable, if not offensive ; while the superlative force, 
posed by its adoption, might have been secured in other ways. 

The general confession is termed “ Iqrar i A mini” The latter 
word is a very uncommon one ; and yet it frequently occurs 
in this translation. Thus the little common prayer is ren- 
dered “Duae Aniim,”and common supplications, “ Amfm duaen.” 
Now in all these instances the usual form Am would have given 
H meaning equally good,* more idiomatic, and incomparably 
better understood. An unfortunate mistake has been commit- 
ted in the confession. “ And we have done those things which 
wo ouglit not to have done,” is translated, “aur jo ham ko 
karna lazim na thd, so hdin ne ki}d" — literally. And that which 
it was ?iot incumbent upon us to do, wc have done ! — which 
might include anything beyond the commands of God, either 
good or bad. This equivocalness might of course have been 
easily avoided. 

The fifth petition of the Lord’s Prayer transposes the origi- 
nal order thus : “ aur jis tarah ki ham apne taqsirwhron ko mu- 
df karte bain, tu hamdu taqsiren mddf kar.” The primary idea, 
and chief stress, are thus laid upon the petitioner’s forgiving 
sfiirit, which, in tlie Greek and English, is a simple pendant 
upon the main supplication for forgiveness. The original rela- 
tion of the two clauses should not bo altered. t Deliver us 
from evil, is rendered “ Bure se bachao.” This use of “ buro” ^ 
an adjectival noun, is inadmissible. The translator probabl^ 
wished to keep close to the Greek — roO ttowj/joC • but no such ob- 
ject would justify a gross breach of idiom. 

The Holy Catholic Church is translated “ Pak kalisiyac jd- 
me,” (Qu. ; and one Catholic and Apostolic 

Church “ ek jdma Basuli kalisiya." Why so very unusual and 
learned a word as should have been selected, when the 

widely understood ^ would have answered remarkably well, 
fippears strange. The second translation is particularly forced 


* No derivatives of this root, however, give the full force of rotnnton, as ronvevfd 
m the Greek KOiinj , — that is, prayers preferred m tnmmnn by the whole asseiubly, and 
thus common to it. Avx, and its correlatives, merely imply that the subject of prayer 
of a general nature. 

t So the Arabic ,bl^ loi bLyj bij ^ ; 

corresponding exactly with the original Kai acPfi k.tX. — tind such arrangcineul 
'^oulU equally suit the Urdu idiom. 


I '( 
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Hasulon hi ek dm kiilisiyd, gives the meaning equally, and is 
iniinitely more simple. The same remarks apply to “ Aqidae 
jamea, ” for Catholic faith, and “ Din \ jamo, ' 

for Catholic religion, “Am kalisiya ka din, &c.’' would havo 
beejdHfflf^, and perhaps more accurate, rendering. 

4^^^he criticism of particular passages might have been indefi- 
nitely extended, but wo forbear for want of space. The follow- 
ing remarks are of a more general nature. 

Mazhut is, throughout the translation, employed as an epi- 
thet of faith, signifying strong, firm, etc. Thus “ zinda aur 
mazbut iman,” for a lively and sted/ast faith ; so to strengthen 
(spiritually) “mazbut karna “ eitqad mazbut, &c." In all 
those and other analogous cases the use of mazhtit is violently 
un*idiomatio. The same may be affirmed of the following com- 
binations ; “ shit^b madad ” (ready help); “ purd irdda," 
“ kamal chain,” “ inurad i muqaddam” (for predestination); 
“ iiihayet sachcha “ jalal ka dah daha “ hair o bugzwalc” 
( slanderous folk ) ; “ koi diisra Idiq wdld’^ ( other fit person J ; 
“ zindagi amez kaldm’^ (lively word); “ nihciyet bashiddat” 
(most grievously ) ; “ gunahgdr badan” ( sinful bodies J , Tliesc 
are all opposed to the genius of Urdu composition ; and they 
are the more strongly to be reprehended, because, without much 
trouble, and with little or no departure from the original, other 
phrases, adapted to the native mode of thought and speech, 
might liave been obtained. The translation of 1823 has none 
of these transgressions of idiom. 

The constant use of the participial form instead of the infi- 
nitive, e. g. diyd chdhiye, kiyd chahiye, for dend chdhiye, &c. , 
i^inelcgant and objectionable. Occasionally it may bo em- 
^oyed with a frequentative signification, but its reiteratetl 
y^pption should be carefully avoided. 

The present tense is frequently employed without the au.xi- 
liary {hai, thd, &c.) : and the sense, which was intended as indi- 
cative and absolute, is tlius made conditional. In these cases, 
which occur chiefly in the latter part of the \vork, the sense is 
entirely defective. 

The English idiom has been copied, even in the use of copu- 
latives, and frequently to the injury of the Urdu style. Thus : — 
Urdu. English. 


Obarib ajiz taeb aur tabedar dil. 

Ek piiri kainil aur kafi qurbaoi na- 
zar iiwx janmana ( I ), 


Humble, lowly, penitent, and obedi- 
ent heart. 

A full, perfect, and sufHcient sacri- 
fice, oblation, and satisfaction. 


The Collects are in general translated with care ; but we are 
sorry to remark that many parts of the baptismal and sacra- 
mental services are done in an inferior style. The Articles are 
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translated with less ability than any other part of the book ; 
so badly indeed, as to be in some places, we fear, scarcely 
intelligible. 

The prayers for the Queen and Royal Famil y ought un- 
questionably to be remodelled. Whoever has 
native service, needs not to be told that they are altogetnl^ 
unsuited^to the knowledge and ideas of the Hindu congrega- 
tion. In place of these, and the prayer for the Parliament, &c., 
a new prayer, or series of prayers, suited to the notions and 
positions of the native community, might with great propriety 
1)0 substituted. 

The “form of prayer with thanksgiving for the 20 th of June, 
being the day on whicli Her Majesty began her happy reign," 
and which has been verbatim translated into Urdu, appears 
to be remarkably ill adapted to the natives of this country. 

A service, embracing all the references to Her Excellent Majesty, 
which her Indian subjects are capable of appreciating, might 
with benefit be constructed out of it; and advantage might bo 
taken to introduce suitable notices of the blessings gained to 
India by the British accession, thanksgiving for the benefits 
of peace, justice, and the light of the Gospel, &c., therefrom ac- 
rnung, and prayers for their continuance. A service in behalf 
of the Supreme Authority m the state, thus modelled upon the 
conceptions and feelings of the people, would reacli their 
lioaris, and be olfered u}) with a fervency never attainable by a, 
foreign production, possessing so lew points of contact with ibc 
native mind as this does. 

But we have more than occupied our allotted space. We con- 
clude by again repeating that the liturgy will never gam tlia^ 
roughly the alfcctions of the people, till it bo thoroughly adap^ 
cd to tlieir circumstances, — their modes of thought, as well 
modes of speech. Let the subject matter be that which affects 
f/ieir life and exigencies. Let that he the paramount considera- 
tion, and forbear to introduce any thing, foreign m its refer- 
tnee, or inappropriate to the Indian mind, mmply because it is 
found in the ihiglish liturgy. 

The importance of the object, demands that it he not trilled 
'^Mth, and that the task he not carelessly slurred over. It calls 
lor the best abilities and the highest talents m the ecclesiastical 
body It is plain that those, who have authority in the Episcopal 
l^hurch, should take early and vigorous measures for securing 
to their native flocks, that which they have a right to ox)ioct and 
to demand — A lituugv suited to the wants ot inpia 
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Art. IV. — ]. Bombay Cotton and Indian Railways, by Lieut 

Colonel C. W, Grant, Bombay Engineers. London. 1800. 

2. Caution! ! dtc., by Major J. P. Kennedy. Cal- 

^^tKua. Lepage and Co. 1849. 

It is ^vitll ilie greatest pleasure that we hail the appearance 
of Lieut.-Colonel Grant’s book on Bombay Cotton and Imhan 
Railways. The practical nature of his remarks and the sensible 
tone of the work incline us to* hope that it will be of consider- 
able service. We have often had to lament the ignorance 
of the public at homo on all that relates to Indian aflairs. 
This is the more to be deplored, as it enables impudent and 
forward men to impose upon the public, and induce capitalists 
to enter into useless and fruitless s])eculations, whicli never 
could, and never can, do good either to the Indian cultivator, or 
to the capitalist who embarks in them. Unprofitable and ill-con- 
sidered speculations are not only injurious in themselves, by tlie 
actual loss of capital involved, but have always a tendency to 
lessen the clForts of capitalists towards the real improvement 
of the country. When any large concern either faiLs, or be- 
comes unprofitable, a panic and proportional discouragement 
immediately ensue. It should be the object therefore of all 
who seek to develop the resources of this vast empire, well to 
consider the measures they projioso for its improvement: and 
we are glad to find that Colonel Grant has, in the opening pages 
of his book, endeavoured to undeceive tlie factory interests, in 
respect to the great benefits which had been held out to them 
tho proposed establishment of the Grand Trunk Railway. 

This railway will not pass within 120 miles of the cotton dis- 
^dets, whence tho Bombay cotton markets are principally sup- 
jilicd by sea, at a cheaper rate of carriage than is possible by 
land. It would he a great imposition on tho public at home to 
permit them to suppose, that tho cotton market in Manchester 
could be affected to any great extent for one instant by the esta- 
blishment of this, or any other. Grand Trunk line in India ; and 
we consider that Colonel Grant has done real service by exposing 
this mis-statement, and by pointing out clearly the true causes, 
which have led to the present declining state of the cotton 
trade at Bombay. But in saying this, it must not be supposed 
that either we, or Colonel Grant in his work, wish to disparage 
the utility of the Grand Trunk Railway ; indeed he fully admits, 
as we also are disposed to do, that it will in a measure, and 
indirectly, do good eventually to the cotton trade also. But 
this is very diflerent from what the Manchester people expected ; 
nor will the good to the cotton market bo derived so much 
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from the districts through which the rail will pass, as from the 
Guzerat districts where the cotton grows : for exporters will be 
led to improve the staple of their produce, and to cease from 
deteriorating it by adulteration, in order to enable them to keep 
their place in the market, against the inferior up-coiffliP^^l^^n 
brought down by the rail. That good cotton can be cultivnfci^ 
with effect in India, we have every reason to believe ; and that it 
will pay well, when superintended by European agency, and 
grown on a sufficiently extensive scale, we have not the smallest 
doubt. By a sufficiently extensive scale, we do not mean only 
to allude to the breadth of land, which one individual, or even 
one company, could manage to bring into cultivation, but wo 
allude to the general improvements of the whole cotton district, 
thereby enabling not only individual proprietors of land, or sin- 
gle companies, but the whole cultivating population, to employ 
themselves profitably in this cultivation. The work now before 
us shows most satisfactorily how this may be done : but as what 
the author proposes, will involve expence, and that too expence 
to Government, it is not to be supposed that any measures of 
the kind will be quickly introduced. Colonel Grant considers 
that by the formation of canals for irrigation, the cotton districts 
of Guzerat would be greatly improved. It is plain that the cot- 
ton plant requires a certain amount of water for the full deve- 
lopment of its pods, and that, unless in favourable seasons, it 
must, when deprived of this nourishment, deteriorate pro])or- 
tionally. The plain and simple remedy then is to supply this 
nourishment artificially : and Colonel Grant proposes to do so 
by canals of irrigation, which he says will also (some of them 
at least) serve for the purpose of transporting the crop, lie 
gives a line of canal for connecting the Nerbudda and TapflN 
rivers, running from tlie left bank of the former, a little above 
the city of Broach, to the Tapti near Surat, somewhat mo/ff 
than forty miles in length and intersecting the finest possible 
cotton soil : — 

The point, at which the canal would leave the Nerbudda, being some 
thirty miles from the sea, whereas it would join the Tapti about ton miles 
from the sea, there could be no fear of a sufficient fall throughout tho 
canal. From this main channel, tho small millas, that here run westward to 
tho sea, mi^jht bo filled ; and small branches might he cut, as tho undula- 
tions of tho ground afford opportunities, for running into tho country, in 
such a manner as to bring an immense tract into irrigated cultivation — tho 
main canal serving not only for tho purposes of irrigation, but also to 
convey the produce of tho fields to tho shipping port, Surat, and affording 
tho moans of drainage from excessive rains — P . 23. 

He considers also that there might be carried — 

From the right bank of the same river, about fifteen miles above Bioach, 
near the village of Shahpura, a smaller oanal, above twenty miles in 
^^ngth, to the Gulf of Cambay, by the village of Nyor, near Ahmode, thus 
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interscctmpr tho Broacli Pcrgiinnal), as the distance to the sea by the 
canal would in this case bo only fifteen or twenty miles ; wlicreas, by the 
liver itself, it is fifty miles, thus securing a sufficient fall — P. 23. 

The old Indian monarchies, or governments, paid the greatest 
nttei^^gHHito irrigation. Witness the magnificent remains of 
and bunds, that still exist in Southern India. Our 
Government is also more and more turning its attention 
to this great source of improvement. Witness the present im- 
portant, and not less coptly, works on the Ganges Canal, of 
which we treated at length in a former number. But the 
work that is done, and the improvement in India that has been 
effected in this particular manner, bear no manner of propor- 
tion to tho work that yet remains to he done. Something 
trifling (our author tells us) has been done in Candeish in the 
way of irrigation ; but, says he. 

It is painful to see tlie magnificent volume of water, that, for four montli'^ 
lit least of every year, runs fruitlessly to tho sea, which, if but a fraction of 
Its contents were retained, would fertilise whole districts that, now parched 
and dry, witness tlie passage of what they so much need flowing by un 
heeded. 

With an annual supply of water from the lieavcns, of ten to twelve 
feet in depth, all along the Western Ghats, at Mali ah ales Invar, upwards oi 
230 inches, or nearly twenty feet, of ram fall in four months of the year. 
Pew parts of India afford better opportunities of cultivation by irrigation 
than a great portion of tlie Bombay Presidency ; although, strango to say, 
scarcely any advantage has hitherto been taken of this valuable assistant to 
ngricultiiro India possesses tlio three grand requisites for the most 
abundant and luxuriant cultivation,— a rich soil, great heat, and great niois 
lure. I’ho two former are always available ; hut the latter is supplied during 
four months of the year — tlio remaining two-thirds of tlie year scarcely ul- 
fording any. To benefit by these natural advantages, it is absolutely no 
^sary that means should he taken to secure to the land, througlionf 
year, that moisture which is communicated during only one-third of 
that time; which can only ho done by retaining tho water, or a certain por 
ll^n of It, that now runs by the river channels uselessly to the sea, m such 
a manner, as to admit of its distribution, throughout the }car, over the 
countiy, for tho purposes of irrigation. — /^ 21. 

The revenue, derived at Madras to Government from crops 
given by irrigation, is estimated at one and u half crores of 
rupees, or one and a half million sterling. This vast profit 
to Government, which can only be derived from extensive 
improvements in irrigation, will, doubtless, quicken their 
zeal, and induce them, sooner or later, to attempt something 
towards tho improvement of tho cotton districts • but 

“ What they do, were best done, were it done quickly.” 

In all measures of improvement and reform, delay is danger- 
ous. What would now servo to sustain tlio declining cotton 
market of Bombay, may not be sufficient to create again a 
trade in this staple, if once Jl is lost That sum, which, if 
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expended now in canals of irrigation, might gladden tlio 
liearts of the indigent peasant cultivators, may not bo siif- 
licient to renew a local interest in a cultivation, where it has 
been utterly annihilated. The ryots of Guzerat wil l gra dually 
cease to cultivate a plant, which does not prove refBWPH^Wo 
to them ; and we all iind the difliculties that heset the intioO^^^ 
tion of any new product, and the ten-fold difticulties of renew- 
ing that which has already proved, not only unremunerative, 
but destructive, to the cultivator by its absorption of his little 
capital. Such appears to be the case at present in many of 
the cotton districts ; and as American cotton is more and 
more introduced, this evil will go on increasing. It is mani- 
fest, therefore, that now or never is the time. And yet we see 
the difficulties of what wc })ropose. It is always easy to say 
that Government must do It : Init Government lias not always 
the means at its disposal. If a road has to bo made, or a bridge 
huilt, or a railway made, or canals dug, or cotton cultivated, or 
luachiiies introduced, Governinent is always the Dens e.v niachind. 
The fact is, that private companies do not answer : they do not 
])ay : and, in respect to all improvements on the land itself. 
Government, being the principal proprietor, invariably derives 
the greatest benefit; and it is therefore reasonable to suppose 
that Government should undertake the outlay. However, this 
IS a matter we leave the Muncliester people to settle with the 
Home Government and the Board of Control. If they want 
cheap cotton to be grown in India, and the market to be im- 
proved, it is for them to bestir themselves in tho matter: wo 
can hut indicate the way. As to the cxpeiice, wc arc told 
that — 

The construction of a small canal, forty miles in length, would 
I'iibly cost 300,000 rupees, or 30,000Z. ; a largo sum in tho abstract, — 

I'ut a trille compared with the benefits that w’ould he derived froilf^ 
a. The writer would, therefore, urge those interested in the future wcl- 
hue of our cotton cultivation, not to look too much to the benefits to ho 
derived from the introduction of railways into India, hut at the same 
tiino to pay attention to the improvement of tho culture of tho plant; as 
It is believed that by so doing, more will ho accomplished towards enabling 
Indian cotton to compete with that from America in our English mar- 
i^ets than by the introduction of railways, which will never lessen to any 
extent, the cost of tho cottou from our best and most productive districts. 

-P 26 . 

Book to this, ye cotton lords, and men of Manchester ! for 
without good cotton your mills will stop, and that trade, which 
like this, our Indian Empire, is but the growth of a hundred 
years, will be rapidly ruined. Without due care both may fall 
^3 rapidly as they have risen : but we hope for better things : 

've trust that these two empires, which have arisen together pari 
passu , — that over textile manufacture, and this over broad 
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and fertile lands Ht for the cultivation of the staple to prd^ 
diice that manufacture, may mutually support each other. You 
want cotton, and we want exports from India : and in tins 
way we ma y be able raiitually to accommodate each other 
said before, you must bestir yourselves — for one word 
<^#(^ome is of ten times greater force than whole books written 
in India. Everyone in England, who has power, ought to know 
that any proposition, coming from the Government at home 
or sent to India with the sanction of the Court, however im- 
practicable it may be, is sure at least of a more favourable re- 
ception here, than any proposition formed in India, and for- 
warded to the Government on the spot. In the one case the 
proposition, however important it may be, is referred home to 
the Court, bandied about from post to pillar for a number of 
years and, in nine cases out of ten, is invariably lost : but 
what conies from home, with the sanction of the Court, i^ 
much more likely to be carried into effect. 

Colonel Grant insists much on the following rules for the 
cultivation of cotton in order to secure a good and full crop : — 

CoDtiguity to tlie sea. 

An alluvial soil 

llidgc cultivation. 

Drainage to save tlie crops from mundation. 

Irrigation to the crop when the rains fail. 

Careful weeding and cleaning of the beds and, 

Careful picking of the cotton seed from the pod. 

By due attention to these important particulars, and by the 
distribution of good seed amongst the ryots, Colonel Grant 
hopes that much might be done towards producing a larfjet 
quantity of superior cotton from the same breadth of land: 

and it is to this, he says, we must look “ for being enabled 
^luch longer to compete with America, in supplying the Eughsh 
market with cotton.” The subsequent chapters in Colonel 
Grant's book relate to iron, tram, and railways in India. 

In common with other writers of the present day, he 
sees the absurdity of the extravagant outlay in several of the 
principal lines in Great Britain. Both ho and Major Kennedy 
(the able author of the Railway Caution, a little work published 
in this dbuntry for the purpose of warning the Government of 
India against the extravagant home system) agree that railways 
in India would pay, and should be introduced at once. Some 
writers have supposed that India is not yet fit for railways, 
and that it is necessary for a country to go through a pre- 
paratory state of gradual improvement, previous to the intro- 
duction of the best means of locomotion that the advanced 
science of modern times has introduced. On this point we beg 
leave to differ from them. Such writers do not consider, that te 
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Qgike the high-roads and other similar works, which they think 
should, as they did in England, precede the introduction of the 
rail, the rail itself is necessary. It is a fact that the cheapest 
svBv to make a high-road is by means of a portable rail, on 
ffhich to transport the materials for the road. In thodUi^^ng 
canals, or tanks, or the raising of bunds, the same mean?l^^ 
transport are invariably necessary, as being the cheapest and 
the best, by means of which less time and less labour are involved 
m the construction of any extensive work. The rail in modern 
hands is in fact an instrument of vast power, enabling us, at a 
much more economic rate and with great saving of time, to con- 
btruct roads, dig canals, work mines, or do any other similar 
work. This instrument is quite as capable of carrying produce 
Itself, as it is of making the high-road for that purpose : but it 
IS only within the last twenty years that this property of the rail 
has been sufi&ciently developed. It has superseded, and will, 
to a much greater extent supersede, all high-way roads ; as good 
and cheap articles must invariably supersede comparatively bad 
ones : and it would be as wise to condemn the introduction of 
railroads in India, upon the ground that we should first trace 
Ijigh-roads, as it would be to condemn an artisan to work with 
inicrior tools. We take it to be an established fact that, for all 
commercial purposes, the rail is the best kind of road that has 
vet been invented, and, in the long run, it is the cheapest It 
is the best, for it is the safest, easiest, and quickest; and it is 
the cheapest, for by it men, or steam, or animals, are enabled to 
do at least ten times the amount of work, which they can do 
\vitli :i common road. For instance, if a poney can drag four or 
"'IX persons on a common road, he will be able to draw ten times 
that number on an iron rail. The economy of traction is so great, ^ 
that It speedily reimburses the whole ori^ginal cost of the rail. 
Modern science has led to the introduction of stoam-engme.f"^ 
upon railroads, as they are the cheapest motive-power in Eng- 
hmd ; but, though they have been introduced with great pro- 
priety at home, it does not follow that they should be required 
<»ii all rails in India, if other motive-power can be had cheaper. 
Above all things, it is not necessary in India to provide rails for 
the passage of monster locomotive engines, which hav^already 
half ruined many of the lines in England : — ^ 

The consequence of this great increase in the weight of the locomotive 
engines has been to wear and tear the rails to such an extent that, whereas 
It was a few years ago supposed, or rather asserted, from experiment and 
‘’alculation, that railway-bars would last for thirty years, it is now stated 
tliat they require to be re-laid every eightyeeirs, where the traffic is great ; and, 
''hero exposed to the effects of these monster engines, that the rails will 
now last only about one-fourth of the time it was formerly supposed they would. 

* ^ :|c 9|t 3|C 

Indeed, it would appear from a paper read before the Society of Meehan i- 
‘ d Engineers, in April, that the metal of the rails is now supposed 
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to be actually, to a certain extent, crushed by the extreme presbuie of 
wheels of these monster engines, which caused a remark, “ that it looki .] 
as if they had almost reached the limit of their powers, when they began lo 
crush the material.*' This crushing is supposed to occur with diiving 
wheels loaded with a weight of six tons, so that one cannot be suri)nsed 
at tl^pldijid deterioration of the rails and permanent way, over which a 
tons, acLmg on only three quarters of a square inch of surface, 
made to run at the rate of forty or fifty miles un liour. 

+ i|e * ;!; '1: 

This great excess of weight in these monster engines has, as beforL- 
stated, arisen from an erroneous belief, inculcated by the casual coincidence 
of the improvement in the speed of the engines with their increase m 
weight, which was consequently considered as absolutely necessary to 
keep an engine on the rails at great speed — forgetting, apparently, that the 
greater the weight, and consequently the momentum, of the engine, the 
greater the springing action of the rails; but this idea has now been 
practically shown to be a mistaken notion by Mr Samuel of the Eastern 
Counties liailway, who bus had constructed for himself a locomoti\< 
carriage and engine, weighing only 25 cwt , including coke and water, and 
attaining a rate of forty-four miles an hour, with a greater steadiness ui 
maximum speed than a first-class carriage.” 

* ■}: * * * * 

For the conveyance of passengers by rail in India, the carriage englne^ 
of Mr. Samuel appear peculiarly adapted ; and it is also said that they can, 
by lessoning the speed, be used for goods and traffic, drawing a light carria^^c 
behind them : or, at all events, steam locomotives of light weight, say t< n 
or twelve tons, would answer every purpose. The advantages of Mr 
Samuel’s locomotive carnage engines are, that they are comparatively safe, 
from tho centre of gravity of the carriage being so low down ; and from tin 
facility, with which they can bo brought to a stand still, and tho compara- 
tively short distance required to effect this purpose. This is an object of tlie 
utmost importance in India, especially on the first line.sof rails, where from 
ignorance of the consequences, from habitual earclessness, and other causes, 
obstructions will very probably bo found on tho rails, unless the viaduct sys 
tom be adopted, requiring a description ol engine to be emiiloyed, much moic 
under command than the monster engines now in use in England : and, 
^noreover, for tho conveyance of pas^engers, certainly, if not for goods, Mi 
Samuel’s steam carriages •convey a far greater proportion of load to the 
■(voight of tho moving power, tlian any locomotive engine. Such a steam 
carriage, as previously described, weighing only ten tons, or thii teen tons 
when loaded with forty pas.sengors, would not, for the length of which it 
must ho made, weigh more than o/ic-i/tm/ of a ton per foot lineal, instead 
of one ton the weight allowed for the heavy locomotives; so that lor a 
single line, supposing one of Mr. Samuel’s engines to be introduced on oni 
Indian Railways, the bridges, viaducts, permanent way, rails, &c , if con 
struetod for a load of half a ton a foot lineal, for a single line, would bf 
suflicion^l^ meet all contingencies of the traffic in the districts ; in fact, 
so great would bo the diftereiico of cost, especially if the system of bridging 
and viaducts now proposed wore introduced, in connection witli these steam 
carriages, that it is believed a double lino might be constructed and main 
tamed at a very trifling excess of expense over what would be incurred on a 
single line for the heavy locomotives now in use in England : and the great 
advantages of a light double line over a single heavy one cannot be doubted 
Of the capabilities of these steam carriages, and of the very small expense 
at which they can be laid upon a line, an idea may be formed from the 
following extract from the Civil Engineers and Architects Journal, for 
December 1847 — alluding to the steam carriage that was subsequently 
built and tried on Mr. Samuel’s principle — We have now before us a 
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jS-actical tender, from persons fully competent to carry the plan into action, 
to fnrnisb steam carriages, rails, and timber work, ready for use, provided 
the land be delivered, levelled, and ballasted, ready for the permanent way, 
nt the price of 2,000/ per mile of single way, the carriage to travel fifty 
miles an hour, and to carry 1,000 persons per day of twelve hmyjfl^yer a 
line twenty miles in length, with greater safety than with 
engine.” — “ Grant " pp. 49-52. 

We can add little to the value of these extracts by our re- 
marks : it is sufficient that we note how they bear out our ob- 
servation. In place of monster engines of thirty and thirty-five 
tons weight, with a pressure, or crushing weight, of six tons on 
the driving wheels, tearingthe rails to pieces — from which it has 
been necessary to increase their weight, ns on the Manchester 
and Liverpool lino, from thirty-five pounds per yard, to sixty and 
eighty pounds per yard (and it is even proposed to increase them 
higher) at enormous expense — we have a tender for the con- 
struction of both rolling stock and rolling block, both the per- 
manent way and the carriages, at a cost of .£2,000 per mile — the 
carnage to travel fifty miles an hour, carrying a thousand per- 
sons a distance of twenty miles every twelve hours, with greater 
safety and far less cost than with the monster engine. Here 
IS the matter calculated out for India by Colonel Grant; — 

This little carriage (Mr, Samuel’s) with it.s coko aud water, weighing only 
J.") ewt, expending only 2^ lbs of coke per mile — and in Kngland, tlie total 
( xpense for drivers, coko, and oil, being «yi/y one penny per mile — and carrying 
■-ovon passengers, besides the driver, at a rate of upwaids of forty miles 
.in liour, ascending steep gradients, ivith the poner of brinyiny up 
from speed in about fifty yards, appears peculiaily suited for an 
train on our Bombay lino. Xuch an engine mujht reach Delhi, with the 
mail m tlurty-six hours, instead of eiglit or ton days, its prc.sent time of 
Tuinsit; or, if tiavoUing on by daylight, three days would bo sulficiont lime 
to reach Delhi with passengers and the mail ; so tliat there could be n<7H 
hnubtof this mode of conveyance being taken advantage of by all otFicers 
•iiid others, proceediimto, or returning from, Kngland, from the North-Wet-^ 
I'lovinces; whilst th^^ctual cost of thus cairying seven jiassengois and 
tlic mail, all tho way from Bombay to Delhi, would, at the Knglish rate ol 
Olio penny per mile, amount to only M. 12« ; or, say that this cost is in- 
creased three or four fold, it would pay even for tho conveyance of the daily 
dawk, not to mention the profit from tho constant passenger trallic. 

Not only would the mail, passengers, and light articles of value, thus 
he conveyed to the Punjaub aud to the North-West Jh’ovince.s, hut in time, 
Bombay would become the line of transit also, from I'ingland to.Calcutla 
and Madras. To Calcutta is \ 185 miles, a distance at thniy miles an hour 
lor thirteen hours of daylight, capable of being aecomjdished in three days ; 
to Madras from Bombay is 703 miles, or two days journey at the same 
lale. Compare these times with the length of the voyage from Aden to 
either of these places — and see the advantages Bombay would possess for the 
conveyance of the mails and passengers, and all such articles, as are 
usually brought by the overland route These are no ideal advantages •. they 
jue matters of fact and calculation. Whether an express line of the light 
rails and constniction, capable of carrying the small light express engines 
now under notice, would pay — and pay better than an} othn description 
of railway in India, let the above fa**ls show. 
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The smallness, the cheapness, and the astounding low rate of working 
such a little engine for the express mail, as has now been proposed, may 
cause it to be looked upon as a toy; be it so — a toy, that could carry the 
mail from Bombay to Delhi in thirty-six hours on an emergency, or, trarel. 
ling onhMjy daylight, convey passengers in three days, would be the pret- 
tiea||(IHrtao8t favourite toy, we have ever seen in India ; indeed, do we 
00i0^t at present for passenger traffic more than this toy 1 Seven passengers, 
or, by the larger engine-carriage of the same class, forty or fifty passengers, 
travelling thirty or forty miles an hour, might leave Bombay every hour, if 
necessary. — Pp. 55-57. 

Colonel Grant adverts to the tram lines lately proposed by a 
writer in Calcutta, to be worked by cattle, costing about j£600 
per mile : and he considers that these tram lines might be 
most advantageously employed for the transport of cotton 
and other goods, or raw produce from depots to this main 
line of railways, by which the benefits of the railway sys- 
tem might be disseminated more universally over the coun- 
try. Such lines, even with light engines, are now recom- 
mended at home for landlords and farmers, to connect then- 
farms and stock depots with the Grand Railway Trunk lines, 
in order that the agricultural interest may be able to compete 
more readily with the manufacturing interests. Agriculture at 
home may now be said to be at a stand-still, waiting for the rails. 
Already, on some farms, rails have been laid down : but it is by 
a simultaneous co-operation and combination of their interests, 
that farmers or landlords will be able to bring the principle 
of the rail into operation, so as to derive the fullest amount of 
benefit at this lowest rate of cost from this efficient means of 
transport for this produce. In India there is no public to do 
this, as the native landholders are unable to appreciate the ad- 
^,antages of the rail ; and there are no main trunk lines yet for 
them to communicate with ; it is therefore, on the soundest prin- 
•^iples, that Colonel Grant advocates that ma^ lines for stenm 
locomotive engines should be constructed, with which should bo 
connected short tram roads, where necessary for land communica- 
tion, acting as feeders to the main line. When Cuba and Jamaica 
and Demerara can afford to carry their sugar by steam rail, and 
make it pay well too, surely in British India we can do the same. 
Our sugar, or our opium, or our indigo crops, are articles quite 
as. valuable: and many of the comparatively coarser and low- 
er-priced products of this country would eventually be car- 
ried by it. Many people imagine that it is only valuable mer- 
chandize and wrought articles, that can afford to pay for their 
carriage by rail, and that, in England, bulky produce is seldom 
so transported. This is however a very great mistake : and, as 
it is one into which the author of the Calcutta pamphlet has 
also fallen, we feel obliged to extract largely from the table com- 
piled by Colonel Grant from the “ Railway Statistics ” of Hyde 
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Clarke, Esq., showing that all descriptions of produce are to a 
very great extent carried by rail in England. 


I 


NAMKS OF ITEMS, 


I Passengers 

f Cattle, that is, Bullocks, Cows, 

I &c 

I Sheep 

• Swine 

I 

I Coals 

! Ironstone 

i Iron 

: Limestone and Lime: I,.imcstone... 

, Lime 

! Copper and Tin 

, Stones for Building 

I Sand for Building, and Manure ... 

j Ballast for Shipping 

j Slates for Roofing 

I Bricks and Tiles, returns imperfect 

about 

I Total amount of Mineral Traffic, 

' Coal, Iron, Stone, &c 

Timber, uncertain, but about 

Building Traffic, Stones, Timber, 

&c 

Fish 

Grain, reckoned at 

Provision Traffic, Fruit, Meat, Ve- 
getables, &c 

j Ale and Beer are carried largely on 

I some Lines 

I Milk is also largely carried 

Total Provision Traffic, including 

Fish 

Wool is carried 

Manure Traffic, Guano, &c 

Bones are carried at 

Hops 

Also Malt 

Bark 

Brooms 

Hay is carried, but is considered 

dangerous 

Total Amount of Farming Pro- 
duce, Building Materials, Coals, 
Manure, Live Stock, Provisions, 
Ac 
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The foregoing table shows, that not only light and valuable articles 
are carried by rail, but heavy goods, iron, iron ore, even ballast for ship- 
ping, stones for building, bricks, tiles, lime, slate, timber, manure, cattle of 
all kinds, fish, milk, fruits, vegetables, grain, lic^uor, horses, dogs, car- 
nages, evei^unpowder and vitriol, parcels containing every description of 
gooda^KrnTct, every enumerable thing, light, heavy, costly, of little 
live or dead, or inanimate, both the raw material in bulk, and 
the manufactured article. How can it be alBrmed after this, that the 
coarse heavy low-priced products of this country cannot aflbrd the expence 
of steam locomotive trafiic? or who can now doubt but that a railway 
])roperly established in India would pay ^ The foregoing table is drawn 
up from the most authentic sources, and is of itself worth a whole chap- 
ter of arguments on the value of railway steam locomotive commu- 
nication. — Pp. 0«-70. 

Major Kennedy’s testimony is also to be received by those 
who are still incredulous on the subject of railways. He shews 
in a few plain words, what we have before stated, that the rail 
is the cheapest of all means of carriage: and while he deplores 
that the characteristic energy of Englishmen, which has pro- 
duced such marvellous results at home, should have done so 
little towards the improvement of India, he yet considers it 
fortunate that we have not liad to pass, as some would say, 
through the progressive steps of improvement. Those, who 
consider that a country should advance by progressive steps, ns 
they call it. do thus, as it were, by a misuse of terms and con- 
fusion of ideas, beg the whole question at issue. No one denies 
tliat a country must advance gradually : but, to advance, it must 
use the most perfect tools and instruments, that are at its dis- 
posal. Wo do not in India, because it is two centuries beliind 
the European civilized world, recommend the use of tlie im- 
perfect weapons of the middle ages. We have conquered the mo- 
tf^Rchies of the East by the use of the most powerful weapons of 
modern warfare; witness the thunders of Guzerat, and their effects 
fiT^Multan, Ilattras, or even Bhurtpore; and in like manner we 
must conquer the material empire of India, by the employment of 
the first and best principles of modern science. We use not the 
weapons of our fore-fathers to battle with the physical world : 
neither should we go back to their instruments, or roads to 
subdue the material world around us. India must profit by 
our experience. We have but little capital, and must therefore 
husband our resources, and make the best investment with what 
we have. As Major Kennedy well says, — 

In England no fewer than four successive investments have occurred to 
effect nearly the same object, each, in its turn, superseding and rendering 
almost useless, that which preceded it. We have had, — 

First. — The defective roads of intercourse of our forefathers, crossing 
bill and dale, and accessible only to back-loads, or lightly laden car- 
riages. 

Secondly — 'fhe more civilized and profitable carriage roads of the pre- 
sent generation, which set the former aside. 
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Thirdltj . — The network of canals for carriage of merchandi/,o. 

Fourthly and Lastly , — The railways of the present day, capable ot 
doing the woik of all, and with much greater prolit and economy, if th«^ 
errors at their introduction had been avoided. 

The position of India at this moment, therefore, enables her to save tlie 
three first progressive classes of investment, and to etlect at 
and perfect class. — Pjp. 13-14. 

That this investment of oni* capital in railways in India 
will pay, lie gives us every reason to believe. He expatiates 
on the peculiar and general fitness of India for railroads, pos- 
sessing, as he says, — 

A rich and varied produce, widely separated capitals, extensive linos 
of trathc, defective and costly modes of transport, with a warm and (enervat- 
ing climate, increasing the numerous obstacles to that locomotion, whicdi 
promotes civilization, and which is e-^sential to the expansion of all those 
agricultural, nninufacniring, and mercantile operations, tliat are the sources 
of national and individual wealth. — P. 3. 

He shows ns that, although it cost him twciitv-two days 
hard work to reacli IJmballah from Calcutta, a distance of 1000 
miles, — a good railway train at a moderate speed would ho- 
complish the distance in forty hours : and, as to the expense, In^ 
calculates that it would save tJlO a ton even on heavy goods : — 

'Die time that heavy goods rerpiiro to make the same journey, by the 
present conveyances of the country, is from two to three months, at a cost 
of to J^ii) per ton Whilst, if a tram existed, they would bo conveyed 
tins distance in forty-eight hours at a cost of XT to Xo per ton. 

The cost to a traveller making this journey, by tlio present covered con- 
veyances, in twenty-two days, cannot bo less tlnin from XOO to X70. By 
the tram, it ought to bo done within forty hours for le.ss than X'h cost 

The information already obtained from oflicnil and other sources shows, 
that there is at present a sulliciont amount of goods and travellers, passing 
over this line, to remunerate a judiciously managed railway iuvostmeyt; 
and it is difficult to estimate the increase of mercantile and industrial 
tivity in all its ramifications, which must hdlow the vast reduction of cost, 
delay and inconvenience in the traiisjiort of goods and pussengeis, tV^l* 
the establishment of a railway would jirodiicc — Pp. l-a. 

In one most important particular, liis opinion must not be 
despised. He considers that these important national works 
should not be considered as private enter])Mzes. Wbetlior the 
cost of their construction comes from private or public sources, 
the association which constructs them, and the public which bene- 
fits by them, should each receive the cordial protection of the Le- 
gislative. The Government must neither permit the public to 
be imposed upon by the excessive rates of a grasping proprie- 
tory, or ignorant and too credulous shareholders to he ruined 
and uhused by an extravagant or profligate management. Both 
parties are entitled to a fair protection : and, in all associations 
for the development of the resources of India, or for its im- 
provement, gentlemen in the service, who know the country, 
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should be encouraged to join, and protected in the exercise of 
their lawful right to do so. A better tone would thus be im- 
parted, when it is done openly and fairly, and with the full sanc- 
tion of Government. The principles, which Major Kennedy 
laysdjjpwfor the general superintendance and controul of the 
^JiM^nord and Limerick Railway, are so good in themselves, and 
so very applicable to all companies and joint-stockeries what- 
soever, that though, we have already swelled our extracts rather 
too much, we must give them for the benefit of such of our readers 
as may be interested in companies of the kind. It appears that 
the Directors of that Comjjany had been in the habit of meeting 
weekly in a Board room, at a distance from the scene of their 
expenditure, and leaving that, which they were thus unable to 
controul, to the entire discretion of irresponsible men — in con- 
sequence of which their shares had fallen to a discount of eighty 
per cent. Major Kennedy advises them to adopt a contrary sys- 
tem by establishing a distinct responsible controlling superin- 
tendence — which, he says, — 

Whatever it may he called, wliPtlior a Secretary, a Managing Director, 
or an lixecutive Goinmilteo of tliree Directors, should act upon a strictly 
<lefined course laid down by tlie lioard — the principal feature of that 
course being to a mon’iiii.y account oi evertf outlay and liability 

incurred^ and of the proyress effected, to a meeting ot the Directors, to 
he held at the advanced Terminus. Eveiy account should be settled 
monthly : and the report, given to the Directors, should contain a full 
abstract of the account. There is no difficulty whatever in keeping the 
accounts upon a ])rinciple tliat wnll admit of this, which is the only solid 
protection that any Company can have. 

The functions of a many-lieaded Directory are generally misunderstood 
in conducting any intricate or ramified exeeiUivo administration. 

^ Jhey slioukl invariably have a lesponsilile and desjiotiG individual super 
intendent in the executive charge under llu'm. They should keep up 
:i ^onstunt and strict scrutiny to asceitaiu tiiut he is ellicient, without ever 
venturing to inteifero, except through him, with his subordinates in auy 
department. — Pp 48-49, and Note, p. 95. 

Would that all Directorial bodies would but consider their res- 
ponsibility, and attend to these two concise principle; — 1st, m 
the commencement to make their plans as perfect as they have 
the means of doing ; and 2ii(l, to work so as to ensure a return 
for the capital laid out; and, says he, — 

If, after a careful consideration, w’e find this result likely to be attend- 
ed with doubt, it would then be our duty to tell tlie sliareholders so, and 
not to allow their interests to be endangered, whilst trusted to our direction, 
without affording to them the most clear statement of every circumstance 
affecting them.— P. 49. 

But to return to Colonel Grant, and his book. He proposes 
to adopt in India a railway, raised on a system of bridges, form- 
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iDg a continuous viaduct about six feet clear of the ground, 
thus giving passage to all animals, native cnrts, &c. He con- 
siders that, in an unenclosed country like India, stray cattle 
would dangerously obstruct the passage of a train, and that the 
embankments would be injured by them. The coSC^^ld^ 
system would be about £8,600 per mile for a single line, 
£17,000 for a double one. It is not necessary that wo should 
particularly describe this system, as we think that it is not 
likely to be carried into effect. It is objectionable on many 
accounts ; — 1st, on the score of expense, without any real benefit 
gained ; and. 2nd, we do not agree with Colonel Grant that all 
animals could get under six feet arches. Bullocks and country 
carts might, but elephants, and even camels, would find it dif- 
ficult, nor would it be quite safe for a man on horseback. In 
Germany the fields are almost as much unenclosed ns in 
India ; and we remember bolting along on a train through the 
fields, which, we remarked, were cultivated close up to the rails, 
and that too without any intervening palisade, or hedge, or 
protection. Colonel Grant should remember that, in thinly inlia- 
bited districts, land is comparatively little valuable: and there, 
as Major Kennedy suggests, good strong fences of prickly pear, 
harabu, and aloe, of sufficient depth can be formed, consti- 
tuting a very efficient protection, both to the embankments and 
the rail itself. The system of raised wooden viaducts, which 
Colonel Grant alludes to as being recommended by an Ame- 
rican author, is intended, we take it, to obviate the use of the 
costly stone constructions in use in England, for crossing 
valleys and ravines. These have, in many instances, been 
formed at a cost, for which no amount, of traffic can ever 
repay the shareholders. Colonel Grant purposes to run hi’s^ 
viaduct over the level country — an idea which never entered^ 
the brain of the cheaply working American engineer, who 
merely uses his wooden viaduct to cross deep ravines, in 
situations where bridges are necessary, and where the cost of 
stone bridges would totally preclude their construction. What 
he says respecting the termini of any proposed line is much 
more to the purpose. Railroads must not be made at random 
in any direction: nor is it sufficient that one terminus is a 
large and important port of export. We must look to the 
general direction of the line, and also to its other proposed 
terminus, ere we commence such an .important work. Nor is 
Colonel Grant altogether satisfied in this respect with wliat is 
proposed at Bombay for the Grand Trunk, or ** Great India Pen- 
insular” Railway. We like to give it its full name, although it is 
apparently at present only destined to lead from Bombay to 

w w 
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Callian, and thence up the Malsej hill to the plain beyond, at an 
enormous outlay. Colonel Grant thinks it would be more pro- 
fitable, and also more practicable, to make a railway from Bom- 

a 
8 
a 

place of general European resort : and it would, were there a 
rail, doubtless rapidly increase in size and importance : — 

Poona, tho seat of Government, and the head-quarters of the army 
for one third of the year, a military station usually occupied by at least 
.SOOO European troops, among whom is a regiment of Dragoons and a 
brigade of Horse Artillery, constantly requiring large supplies of every 
kind ; besides native troops, and a native population of 7000 or 8000 
persons connected with the camp bazar, with a large arsenal and depot 
of military stores, the resort of a numerous European community for so 
veral months of the year; — the capital of the Deccan, a city containing 
70,000 inhabitants, on the direct road to Ahmeduuggur, the bead-quarters 
of our artillery and principal depot for guns and military stores, in the 
direct line to the valuable districts of Sbolapoor and the Southern Muli- 
ratta country, and onwards to the Madras Presidency, also to tho 
Nizam s dominions and the Calcutta Dawk lino — Poona, with all these 
advantages, with troops, military stores, European supplies of all kinds, 
and in vast quantities, constantly passing and repassing, might well sup- 
port a Hallway of her own, wore it not that tho lino of intervening 
Ghauts presents an obstacle, which it scorns absurd to overcome at more 
than one point ; but, with tho advantages of its position, as tho 6rst 
terminus botweeri Bombay and tho whole of India, added to its own rc- 
qiiiroinents, it docs seem a pity that tho Ghauts, which must be surmount- 
ed, should not bo ascended in the line to Poona. 

By the completing a line at once to Poona, leaving the Ghauts for the 
present to a system of porterage, until tho expense ot carrying a rail of 
some kind up it can bo better afforded, the advantages of steam locomo- 
.^ion would bo at once exhibited, and the Government, without whose liber- 
^al assistance tho Railway must have died in embryo, would be among the 
first to reap the advantages of its liberality. The saving, that would bo 
•Hlfected on tho transport of military stores, ammunition, and commiasarint 
supplies of all kinds, to meet the demand of 4000 European troops, in- 
cluding those at Ahraedmiggnr, would be immense. The permanent con- 
veyance establishment of the commissariat at Poona amounts to 6000L a 
year. The economy, not only in money, but in life, in moving a Euro- 
pean regiment from Bombay to Poona, on its first arrival in the country, 
and whenever required for immediate service (thus making Poona the gar- 
rison for the European troops of this Presidency) would be equally remark- 
able. The facilities also of communication between the ofBcial organs of Go- 
vernment, especially during the four months of the monsoon — these, one and 
all, would make Poona almost a suburb of Bombay, at an elevation of 
1800 feet above it, with all the advantages of a healthy climate, to bo 
reached by a journey of four hours’ duration, even allowing one hour for 
the passage of tho Ghauts. 

Thus the first constructed lino would be complete within itself, whilst 
its advantages would not be confined solely to one object, — that of the 
conveyance of merchandise,— but would be felt and appreciated by all 
classes of the community ; and these 100 miles of rail would do more to give 


aytoPuna, and make that place the terminus. This is 
^f|l^iation for troops, is 1800 feet above Bombay, enjoy 
lerefore a comparatively cool climate, and is consequently 
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a favourable impreesion of the value of this (to India) new system, than 
800 miles of Railway would, if extended in the proposed direction towards 
ludore. 

Poona would also be equally efficient as a terminus for merchandise 
and the produce of the country, with Alleh, the proposed point of bifur- 
cation of the lines north and south ; for, suppose the line oPsTwi||tt bo 
cairied from Bombay to Poona, thence by Seroor to Ahmednuggur, thftlln^ 
to Aurungabad, and thence by the pass at Adjunta to Boorbampoor ; by^ 
this line the distance to Boorhampoor on the north, and Seroor on the 
south, whence the southern line would be continued, would be about 300 
miles ; whereas, by the proposed Malsej Ghaut line, the distance to Boor- 
hampoor on the north, and to Seroor on the south, is about SdO-pSO—SCO 
miles. By the Aurungabad route the 3.00 miles of Railway would connect 
Bombay with the large city and military station and entrepot of Poona, 
the city and artillery depot of Ahmednuggur, and the large city and station 
of the Nizam’s army, Aurungabad ; thus opening up the whole of 
the Nizam’s dominions to the rail; whilst, by 300 miles of rail by the 
Malsej Ghaut, the single small station of a wing of a native infantry re- 
giment, Malligaum, would be passed, and that is all. The small camp of 
vSeroor is common to both lines. On the one hue, not only merchan- 
dise, cotton, grain, salt, &c., but light valuable goods and parcels, passen- 
gers, troops, military stores, English stores and supplios of all kinds would 
pass. On the other, nothing but cotton, grain, salt, and such heavy 
and bulky articles could bo required. On the Poona line, the Electric 
Telegraph, whicli is made a sine qua non of the Railway system, would 
virtually seat the Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Presidency at 
the Council Board in Bombay, whilst residing at Dapoore and Poona; 
whilst on the Malsej line, for the first 350 miles, tlie Bheels of the jungles, 
or wild beasts of the forests, would be nearly the sole representatives of 
animal life, with whom such communication could bo made — Fp. 85-87. 

We trust that Colonel Grant’s suggestions will meet with the 
serious attention which they deserve, that the money of the share* 
))o]ders will not be wasted in excavations at tlie Malsej Ghat, 
and that the seven miles of tunnel will be forthwith abandoned. 

Tri his Appendix, Colonel Grant gives us some intere8ting% 
calculations as to the comparative value of draft, both of Steam 
and Cattle. Though he seems at times, to a superficial readei,^ 
to contradict himself, yet, (we take it) his meaning is to re- 
commend whichever system of draft will pay best in tlio parti- 
cular instance, that may be under discussion at the time. 
Thus he recommends a tram-road with Bullock draft, on the 
Thul Ghat, on the road leading to Nassick and Malligaum ; 
and haulage by Steam on the road or line to Poona. He also 
strongly recommends the tram road worked by cattle in Guzerat ; 
though in general he thinks that all main lines should be tra- 
versed by light locomotives. From his tables we extract the 
comparative cost of carnage of a ton of grain. 

By railway and steam haulage 2.7 jience per mile. 

By common cart on the Poona 

Parell road 2.B 
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By common cart with an orga- 
nized system 1.9 pence per mile. 

By a line of plate rails and bul- 

draft 0.272 

^^^l^his way he shews that, on plate rails with bullock draft, a 
charge of one penny per ton per mile would give a dividend of 
124 per cent. In this calculation he has not stated clearly the 
time consumed in travelling each mile in each case : and that this 
must have an important influence on the calculation is evident, 
from the significant fact that, in England, with all its expensive 
system of railroads, and consequent high charges, 16,000,000 
tons of goods are now yearly carried on railways, hauled by 
steam. Time is no doubt more valuable in England than it 
is in India ; yet still it must be considered even here as an 
important element; and the length of road in India, that has 
to be traversed, will tell much in the calculation. Goods, which 
in England were carried by a steamer round the coast in a few 
days, or inland by waggon in the same time, are now taken by 
rail in one day, counting also the time for loading and unload- 
ing, which is the same for all lengths of carriage by rail. But 
here in India, goods, which would not reach Umballah with any 
certainty in three months, could be conveyed by steam rail to 
that station in forty-eight hours, at one-third of the cost ! In 
the one case, days are compared with days ; but, in the other, 
the comparison is. with months — long tedious months of un- 
certainty, whether the goods will ever arrive or not. 

We cannot conclude our notice of these two works more 
appropriately than in the words of Major Kennedy in his 
^iudress to the Most Noble the Marquis of Dalhousie : — ** Wo 
' cannot close tliis paper without expressing to your Lordship, 
•**^our firm and daily encreasing conviction that, in whatever 
* view one regards the interests of India — whether in respect 
‘ to the application and consolidation of its Military power ; 
‘ the efficiency of its Civil Government; the development of its 
‘ industrial and mercantile resources; the advancement of its 
■ native population ; or the health and security of its European 
‘ Kesidents, the first effectual impulse must consist in giving 
‘ facilities to intercommunication through the instrumentality 
‘ of Railways, which, we have not the least doubt, if properly 
‘ managed, may be introduced with great profit to their un- 
‘ dertakers." 
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Art. V. — 1. A Digest of the Criminal Law of the Presidency 
of Fort William, compiled by F, L. Beaufort, B. C. S. 
1850. 


2. A fetv remarks on certain Draft Acts, common 
Black Acts, by Ram Gopaul Ghose, 



3. Register of the Bengal Civil Service, by Ram Chunder Doss. 
1845. 


4. The Madras, Bengal, and Bombay AUnanacs for 1850. 


“ The laws of a nation/’ says Gibbon, when compressing into 
one memorable chapter the reading of half a lifetime and the 
contents of well-filled libraries, “ form the most instructive 
part of its history and yet, a country governed solely by 
law,” says Dr. Johnson, “ will always be badly governed.” It 
IS with reference to the spirit of these observations that we 
would devote a few pages to the present state of our Criminal 
Law, on which recent agitation has most properly fixed the 
attention of the public. 

The Criminal Law, which the magistrates and judges of 
Bengal and the North West Provinces administer, is scattered 
over some ten or twelve volumes of “ Eegulations.” It is more- 
over either obscured or illustrated by some three hundred and fifty 
“ Constructions” and some seven hundred “ Circular Orders;” 
and it is regulated by certain fixed and undeviating rules of proce- 
dure. That this code of law is confused, ill-digested, and 
intricate ; that it contains statutes, which are at variance with 
each other ; that it is so scattered as to baffle research and mogk 
inquiry ; that it is mixed up with a variety of other laws, pei^ 
taining to the land revenue, the salt monopoly, the opiu^ 
cultivation, and a dozen other various subjects ; that it has some 
laws, which are obsolete from their severity, and others, which 
are obsolete from their inapplicability — are complaints, which 
the most common observer must have heard a hundred times 
in any Indian society. Some portion, however, of this imputed 
confusion and intricacy exists only in the brains of the speak- 
ers; and the scattered nature of our criminal provisions is 
mainly the result of the progressive spirit of our Indian sys- 
tem, whether in legislation, or in political ascendancy. Most 
readers are aware that the era of 1793 is marked as that of the 
first Bengal Regulation. On that date wore condensed into 
something of system and regularity all the rules of practice, or 
procedure, or prescription, which we had learnt in our previous 
experience of twentycight years. The foundations of a regular 
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code wereHhen laid, broad and deep. As new provinces were 
added to the growing empire ; as new abuses shewed themselves, 
for which no provision had, as yet, been made ; as legislation 
was thought to produce evils worse than those it professed to 
public or private interests demanded more efficient 
; as rights became more complicated previous laws 
were variously extended or modified, added to or abrogated. A 
code, to be applicable to such a country and to such a people, 
could not at once spring into life, like Pallas from the head of 
Jupiter. We had to feel our way step by step. Territorial ag- 
grandisement required the extension to new acquisitions of 
laws, either entire or in part. With a fresh territory came crime 
of an aspect unknown before. Illegal violence grew bolder in 
the acquisitions of prior date. Government was not reluctant 
to re-consider its judgment, to confess an error in legislation, 
or to apply to recognised evils a more adequate remedy. What- 
ever may be the objections to our Criminal Law, as a whole, it 
must be allowed, that each of its provisions has been created to 
meet wants as they were successively felt, and evils to which a 
careful consideration had been given. Much of its diffuseness is 
unavoidably owing to our political circumstances and gradual 
expansion, (the same law being repeated for different provinces 
almost word for word over again,) to the complicated state of so- 
ciety, in which religious prejudices and the obligations of caste 
alternately aid and obstruct the course of justice, and to the 
national character. But even the bulk of these laws, so much the 
subject of complaint, has been well digested and reduced, by the 
labours of two civilians, into volumes of a size not calculated 
to alarm the most unlearned. And it is highly creditable to 
^'ose men who were at the head of affairs in 1798, that, out of 
fifty-one laws, either condensed from former rules, or fresh 
^'rged in that single year, only ten have been repealed, and 
forty-one are still in daily and regular operation. 

We shall hardly do justice to the difficulties of legislating 
for this country, without considering the state of society at the 
lime of its acquirement. To legislate for a country newly con- 
quered, where law has been unknown previously, and whose 
inhabitants are probably uncontaminated by its influence, is, it 
may be said, an easy task. A few clear provisions, scrupulous pre- 
cision of diction, combined with a general applicability to all 
oases, attention to substance rather than to form and techni- 
cality, an open court, facility of access to the humblest suitor, 
patriarchal inflexibility in deciding between rich and poor, a 
stout constable, a strong pair of stocks, a clear highway — and the 
whole thing is complete. This may be very well suited to some 
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unsophisticated tribe, if such there be, in the South ftas, to the 
inhabitants of a Pitcairn’s island, or to some community of Red 
Indians in the far West, in whose character manliness and truth, 
strength and obedience, are wonderfully linked together. But 
It will not avail men, who have to cope with the ingeniOWmem- 
perament of the Hindu, or the fierce intolerance of the 
man, and the habitual disregard of law, which more or less 
prevails with both races and in all parts of India. We have 
to legislate for a people, whose progenitors have compiled ela- 
borate systems of civil and criminal jurisprudence : to whom, 
even in the remotest villages, the forms of law courts and the 
mere technicality of pleadings are often not unfamiliar : who 
retain the skeleton, and care little for the substance : who, 
amongst themselves, are accustomed to exercise their natural 
acuteness in private suits and domestic quarrels : whose great 
men have taught them to regard laws mainly as instruments for 
the attainment of private ends : who on one day resist all legal 
authority, and on the next yield unresistingly to the most pal- 
pable invasion of their rights : in whose mind the dread of 
punishment probably never quelled one angry passion, and 
whose arm uplifted to strike was never withheld by the fear of 
any ultimate consequence : and who, at one and the same time, 
exhibit every crime that can spring from the apparently ad- 
verse sources of advanced civilization, and of primeval bar- 
barism. 

The most determined enemy of the Company cannot tax 
Government with unexampled severity, during the early stages 
of our rule, in quelling crimes of unusual extent, or in pass- 
ing laws, which weighed heavily on national prejudice. It was 
not until the necessity became too obvious to require furthe^ 
discussion, that measures of even ordinary severity were adopted^ 
or any deviation from an established course of procedure al- 
lowed. Occasionally however the law’s delay has been tem- 
porarily set aside. An extraordinary commission stopped Dacoi- 
ty, for the time, in several districts of Bengal, somewhere about 
the commencement of this century. A gigantic 'hunting expe- 
dition put down the Pindaris. By the employment of active 
and experienced officers, the atrocious system of Thuggl has 
been brought, first to light, and then to punishment. In these 
and other instances, the employment of unusual means, un- 
encumbered by the trammels of form or official precedents, 
was amply justified by the magnitude of the evil. The only 
objection might be, that these remedies had been too long 
delayed. Nor can it be said that in allowing the law to take its 
course, in listening to the dictates of unwritten justice, in 
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asserting 4^6 paramount claims of reason and humanity over 
cant and intolerance, we were actuated by the spivit of intern* 
perance or haste. Lord Wellesley indeed forbad the destruc- 
tion of infants at Saugor ; but a further period* of twenty- 
had to elapse before the high-minded Bentinck 
^^rf^^ar anticipate the opinion of this age as to direct the 
cessation of Sutti. And, with an acknowledgment of the sup- 
posed sacredness of locality or of individuals, at which posterity 
may smile, our Law Books, up to the year 1817, were actually 
defaced by a regulation, which exempted Brahmins in the city 
of Benares from the punishment of death adjudged to serious 
crimes. These distinctions between moderation and weakness, 
between mercy and pusillanimity, are far too subtle for men of 
practical common sense to appreciate; nor are similar conces- 
sions often accepted by any party in the spirit in which they 
are given. By the members of a proud priesthood they are re- 
garded as deference paid to the antiquity of their religion, and 
the sacred character of its highest caste, or as the offspring of 
timidity. In the mind of the philosopher they awaken a feel- 
ing akin to contempt; and by the Christian, they are viewed 
with sorrow. 

We will devote a page or two to the examination of some re- 
markable offences: and we commence with the most serious 


in character, the most vexatious in its immediate and remote 
effects of any that disgrace our calendar — Dacoity. To establish 
the crime of dacoity, or gang-robbery, it is necessary that 
a body of men should be shewn to have banded together, 
either wither without arms, by day or by night; to have proceed- 
ed, by force or intimidation, to break into a city| town, village, 
#^^velling-house, tent, boat or abode of any individual; and 
to have carried off, or have attempted to carry off, from thence, 
•SmcIi moveables, or property, as they may have been able 
to discover. The attack may or may not be marked by the 
more serious circumstances of the wounds, the torture, or the 


death, of one or more of the inmates of the place. But in 
nine cases (or so) out of ten, the features of the case, in Bengal 
Proper, are somewhat as follows. About one, two or three 
o’clock in the morning, the grihastay or owner of the house, 
probably the most quiet and unofi’ending individual in the 
whole village, is rudely awakened by a crowd of men, who widi 
blackened faces, heads enveloped in bandages, and torches in 
their hands, compel him to rise and shew them his hoarded 
store of rupees or jewels. Doubt or hesitation is instantly met 
by the application of a torch to the tenderest part of the per- 
son, or by the insertion of a sharp arrow in the back, or by the 
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blow of a stick or sword. The womenkind and ^ildren, if 
fortunate, make their escape to the nearest jungle or garden : 
otherwiso they are seized, stripped to the skin, threatened with 
loss of honour, subjected to ill-treatment and bl ows. One 
dacoit looks down the nearest lane, or guards the*Ml^|^ ; 
the others ransack and pillage every nook and cranny o^ll^ 
place. They remain for half, or perhaps one whole hour. At 
length the village is in a stir, and distant shouts are heard. The 
dacoits (who are, in Bengal, as great cowards as the villagers 
themselves) fire off a gun, or let fiy an arrow or two, to keep up 
their own spirits and depress those of the ryots: collect toge- 
ther, carry off every available scrap of property, from the hoard- 
ed jewels, or the well-wrought shawls, down to the commonest 
brass pots, or the humblest dhoti : give one parting shout, dash 
down the village, make their way over the plain, and are quiet- 
ly seated in their own houses at, or shortly after, sunrise. The 
gang may number from ten to thirty men. There is usually 
no attempt to oppose their egress, or to follow their track. Tho 
case is reported to tho nearest Police Station in the course 
of the forenoon. Down comes the darogah with half a dozen 
burkundazes. They can take little from the householder, for 
there is little left; but the unlucky man, who is probably 
unused to litigation, and has never been known -but as a peace- 
able subject, has to undergo the usual examination, tho appear- 
ance before the magistrate, the attendance at the Sessions Court, 
and all the other inconveniences, which are of course absolute- 
ly essential to the proper investigation of tho case, and which, 
whatever may be said or thought to tho contrary, are not more 
protracted in this country, or the source of greater hardships^ 
those concerned, than is really requisite, if crime is ever to T!^ 
punished, or life and property to be at all secured. It raij^ 
be remembered that this description is applicable strictly to 
the villages of Bengal, where dacoits are not ‘professional’ in 
the usual sense of the term. In this dacoit-ndden country, 
tho gang however are certainly headed by some dissolute, 
beetle-browed, large-limbed scoundrel, who ostensibly follows 
some other trade, but who has probably belonged to, and lived 
by, “ the profession,” for years. His expeditions are never 
distant. Sometimes twenty, and sometimes ten, miles will cir- 
cumscribe them. His gang is composed of others of various 
degrees of activity and expertness, leagued together by the 
motives of idleness, of curiosity, of love of excitement, and 
sometimes of want. But they live under the shade of their own 
bambus, and rarely, if ever, make distant forays. This is tho 
main difference between the professional, and the village, dacoit 

X X 
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By tlic foftner aro committed the comparatively few crimes 
of this kind, which are known in the jail deliveries of Agra 
and of Delhi, of Muttra and of Kohilcund. In Upper India 
these cases may bo counted by units. In Bengal unhappily 
tlic^jpwy^e numbered by scores. Nor is the dilFcrcnce con- 
mere frequency of commission. A dacoit in Upper In- 
dia must not reckon on a clear pathway and an unopposed in- 
gress. lie will have to encounter spirits as untamed, staves as 
hard, and swords as well polished as his own. There the Hindu 
bunneali, or niahajan, will not relinquish his rupees or his pre- 
cious stores, the honour of liis family and the safety of his own 
])or3on, without striking a few good blows in their defence. On 
the ilrsL alarm lie will be found girt with the sword of his fatlicrs, 
and we may safely rely on it, tliat, if blood be shed in the quar- 
rel, it will' not bo solely Ins own. 

Wo may be told by those who would variously account for 
tins (lifforcnce of result, tliat in Bengal the Police aro more lax, 
the administration of justice less effective, and the people gene- 
rally more piisillanimons tliaii in the districts of Upper India, 
but, without stopping to assign the exact proportion in which 
successful crime is intluenccd by each of these causes, it may 
be as well to enquire whether, in a purely judicial point of view, 
every check is applied to this crime, which may he available 
from the present system as it stands. The ipicstion on the 
present paper is with the Courts, and not with the Police. It 
will he generally, admitted, then, that a punislimcnt, varying 
from fourteen to four years, is awarded in criminal trials to 
convicted dacoits : that a distinction is made between simple 
or “ unaggravated " dacoity, unattended, so the phrase runs, bv 
♦fPggravating circumstances — dacoity attended by violence and 
wounding, arson and torture — and dacoity followed by murder. 
ntx the last two cases, the dacoits aro sentenced to protracted 
jieriods of imprisonment, and sometimes to death. But, to our 
tliinking, there is no such crime as simple, or iinaggravatcd,” 
dacoity. It is a crime, which, from its frequency and the liard- 
ships it inflicts, should, in any shape, justly be met by all the 
severity of the law. Nothing can be pleaded in its favour, save 
its universal prevalence and its great antiquity. It cannot be 
said, as in affrays, that it is a crime to which many natives 
attach no moral guilt: that the poor are incited to it by 
the example of the wealthy ; and that the middle classes 
are driven to its commission, because they can neither delve 
nor spin. The law of right and wrong in these cases is 
known to the oldest dacoit, and to the veriest tyro. The circum- 
stances, too, under which it is committed, add to its aggravation 
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The deliberate consultation, the trysting place, the gathering of 
the forces, the arrival of the gang by twos and threes at the 
shady tope where they await the favourable hour, the lighting 
of the torches, the blackened faces, the precautions f or con ceal- 
ment, the attack and lengthened search for propertyft™|i^ 
sion of the spoil — all these circumstances, to our thinking, stri^ 
the crime of its simplicity, and combine to stamp it as one on 
which, when fairly proved, should be inflicted a meed of severe 
punishment. We do not mean that every gang sliould bo do* 
cimatod, and tho victims sentenced to death; or that sirdar 
dacoits should bo tried by a drum-head court martial. 13ut 
we think that the judge, who sits on this crime, should bo 
imbued with a lively sense of its real nature, and that ho should 
]»icturo to himself, in all its vividness and intensity, tho 
unutterable misery, which a band of dacoits inflicts on a hanu- 
Icss householder : the fright produced by the rude calls of tho 
gang with their fierce gestures ; the terror and distress of his 
wife and children ; tho total wreck of his fortunes ; the longthcn- 
(*d investigation by the l^olice autliorities, which a crime of 
this kind, from its very nature, or the number of those concerned, 
imperatively demands; and tho fear of retaliation at tho hands 
of proscribed and revengeful criminals. That u judge should 
be impartial, indej^endent, unbiassed, is most rcijuisite ; hut it is 
I (pially requisite, tliat lie should bo well aware ol llic extent and 
('haracter of the crime which he tries ; otherwise there mav be a 


bias in favour of tho criminal and a depreciation of the n]otiv(\s, 
and tho i)urport and the eflects of the evil deed. Let every allow- 
ance bo made for tho unscrupulous proceedings of (lie foliee, 
for the exaggerated testimony of interested parties, and for t^ 
general difliculty of getting truth out of natives. If the hulan^ 
of probability be against tlic truth of the stoiy, let the acciisjjii^ 
dacoits go scot free. But if the judge can, after an impartial 
survey, make up his mind to convict, tlie punisliment should 
1)(! such, as would really be a satisfae.tion to the well-disjiosed, 
and a warning to the ovil-mindcd — such as would not let loose 
the dacoits on society, after a period of six or eight years, 
with their morals deteriorated; and their wits shar[)enod, liy re- 
sidcnce in a jail. 'J’o every really active and turbulent member 
of a gang should be awarded a sentence of ]nq)riHonmeiit, beyond 
seas, for life. To every ordinary dacoit a period of not less 
than twenty-one years, ^nd tliis rule we would wisli to sec; 
carried out, were the dacoity of the simplest and nujst nn- 
offending kind, and were the criminurs share of the jiroc'eoding.s 
limited to the mere holding of a torch, or to lonbjug rm while 
'1 comrade strijq>cd the women and bis ;,hnro of i]i- ])'ioi\ i-' 
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one single rupee. The present limit for ordinary dacoity, in 
a Sessions Court, is sixteen years. We should wish to see at 
. least this amount of sentence awarded to every convicted dacoit; 
and, if nec essary, the punishment should be extended by legisla- 
tioa^PTOr would it be just to say that this view of the case is 
which would visit crimes difficult of detection with un- 
measured severity, and which would attempt by enhanced pu- 
nishment in a few isolated cases, to check, or to atone for, the 
evils of an inefficient Police, and of unrepressed general law- 
lessness. It may be urged that those views of legislation are 
unjust, which would visit a few scattered individuals with the cu- 
mulative punishment, that should have been distributed amongst 
u larger number. Nothing, it may be said, proves a confession 
of weakness so much, as the attempt to supply the want of an 
effective Police administration by a harsher employment of exe- 
cutive power ; but, on the other hand, we should take care not 
to fall short of the reasonable and wliolesome severity, wlncli 
social interests require, and which habitual criminality niiglit 
learn to view with awe. Hitherto we have not meted out an 
atdequate punishment to dacoity, either in theory, or practice. 
Amelioration of the Police, better measures for tlie prevention 
of offences, reforms of morals and manners, may be considered 
HI other quarters, and promulgated by other means. In looking 
at the question purely in a judicial light, we can only urge tliat 
this daring, demoralizing, nndunohecked crime should be visited 
with a punishment commensurate witli the evils it inflicts, with 
the total absence of palliation by winch it is distinguished, and 
with the bad passions and deliberate hardihood which it argues 
its perpetrators. 

^ From this, the worst crime in the calendar, we turn to that 
burglary — one far more common in every district, but far less 
injurious in its consequences. Tlie mention of burglary, m 
England, suggests a combination of skill and hardiliood, of 
daring in contrivance and ingenuity in execution, such as are 
essential to success in crime in a country, where life and pro- 
perty are secured by well-locked doors, and by substantial stone 
walls. An English burglary speaks to the imagination of largo 
sums abstracted, valuable jewels earned off, a pane of glass 
noiselessly removed, a panel miraculously opened, a flag-stone 
raised by some wonderful and secret agency. Very different is 
this crime in a country, where household property is of small 
value, and dwelling places are of the most fragile texture. 
Burglary in Bengal has been suitably defined so as to include 
any offender, who, by day or by night, but without open violence, 
breaks into, or attempts to break into, a house, a warehouse, a 
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tent, a boat, or any place of habitation whatsoever. We believe 
that this crime prevails to an immense extent all over this side 
of India. Of a dozen cases reported, one will bo followed by suc- 
cessful enquiry, capture, and conviction. But, of a dozen cases 
committed, not one perhaps is ever reported, or reporfW^^^dy 
as an attempt, whereby no property was carried off. On the otra^^ 
liand, we have every reason to believe that the great prevalence of 
tills crime is not attended with any great amount of inconvenience 
or misery to the sufferers, or with any great gam to the thieves 
llyots generally live in huts of which the walls are of clay, or of 
the cheapest sort of matting. To undermine the mud wall, to make 
ail aperture in the mat, requires no very great amount of 
bldll. If less expert than usual, or if any untoward noise is 
occasioned, the burglar may arouse the householder, and have to 
retreat with precipitation. In some rare instances he has been 
jammed hard and fast in his own subterraneous passage, and 
been captured in the act. If however the householder's slum- 
bers are undisturbed, the visitant lays hands on any moveable 
article of property, and decamps. A few rupees, a stray brass 
pot, a seer of sugar or salt, a little grain, the commonest articles 
of wearing apparel, the meanest utensil or implement, are 
variously the rewards of these nocturnal visits. It is obvious 
that nothing but an elaborate system of Village Police can effec- 
tually prevent, or detect, burglaries of this kind, for which such 
facilities are afforded m operation, by the fragile nature of dwell- 
ings ill Bengal, and by the jungle in which the village is buried. 
So long as men are content to live in houses, which can be erect- 
ed m the space of a day, and burnt down in live minutes, or 
pierced through with the rudest artifice, so long will burglaries ^3 
committed on every dark night in nuraberless villages of Bengur 
and Behar. Meanwhile this is not a crime, which requires extra or- 
dinary remedies. Undoubtedly it were desirable that his houschoui 
property were more secure to the meanest villager. But wo should 
commence at first with the more crying evils. When gang-robbery 
has been exterminated, and affrays shall be talked of no longer ; 
when ryots shall have been taught that the best security against 
oppression is non-resistance to lawful authority and the pay- 
ment of legal dues ; and when zemindars shall acknowledge that 
the immutable laws of Providence have invariably decreed 
“vexation to violence, and poverty to rapine — it will then bo 
time enough to talk about the prevalence of burglaries, and 
the calls for some additional chock. Till then we may safely 
leave this crime, when aggravated, to the Sessions Court, where 
it will be met by a sentence, which may not extend beyond six- 
teen years’ imprisonment; and when otherwise, to the inngis- 
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irate, who will deal with it summarily by an award of three 
years. 

The crime of theft is not one which needs any detailed com* 
ment^a^iffenng in its nature from theft in any other country. 
Thji^fWm Bengal are not distinguished by that boldness and 
ffexterity, which mark the men of Upper India ; nor are tents 
and dwelling-houses often rifled of their contents without the 
knowledge of the unconscious inmates. It would be unsafe from 
an assumption of the prevalence of this crime to argue a laxity in 
the Police, a general insecurity of property, or a pressing need 
of reform. On the contrary, a casual observer will often be 
struck by the sense of security, which seems to be common to 
every one, in bazars or villages thronged with the densest popu- 
lation. We have often thought that not uninstructive accounts 
might be giveh, with apparent truth, by two different people, 
who should make a tour in tho Mofussil, and survey native socie- 
ty from two opposite sides. Only allow that one of these persons 
shall be somewhat unlucky in his examples of national charac- 
ter and prosperity, and the other as fortunate in finding only tliu 
bright side of matters, and the impressions left on eitlier party 
may be detailed without exaggeration, somewliat as follows. Two 
men, wo will suppose, set off on the sumo errand as those spe- 
cial commissioners, who are now going tlio round of tho Eng- 
lish counties and furnishing reports to the 'rimes. Kach man 
is to reside sometime in the interior, to visit our courts and our 
Police Stations, and to travel about under canvass for tlirce 
months in tho cold season of the year. Both arc to have 
ample opportunities for judging of tlie amount of prospeiity cr 
reverse, to be familiar with tho native languages, and to make 
their reports or enquiries on the spot. The attention of the lirst 
is soon attracted by a considerable extent of land to all ap- 
pearance capable of tho highest cultivation, not cursed witli a 
barren, saline, or unproductive soil, not subject to the ]>criodical 
inundations of some rapid stream, but still only covered wiib 
ihi) dcjorf/iis arufido and the valueless jungle grass. On an 
enquiry as to the causes of this remarkable sterility, it is stated 
that the tract was certainly once in higli cultivation ; hut, that, 
owing to years of oppression on tho part of tlic zemindar and Ins 
agents, it has gradually been abandoned ; that no ryot will lake 
a lease on it because suflicient time is not allowed him to get 
a return for his labour in clearing away the jungle, or to enjoy 
the profits of a single crop, before a call is made for rent ; and 
that, as a last resource, for the last twelve months, the projirictoi 
has been endeavouring to compel Mr. A., who farms from hint 
a noiglihouring estate, to take this one in addition, and bv jiidi 
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cious management to make it productive. Some ten or twenty 
miles farther on, he is struck by the aspect of- a large village ap- 
parently deserted, as if its inhabitants had emigrated in a body ; 
and he is told that, three weeks, or a month ago, there had hero 
been a great fight between two rivals of long 8tanding.*"ii^^^l 
houses were plundered, two or three men on either side wouml^ 
cd or left for dead, and several others carried away by force, 
and supposed to bo still in durance. The inhabitants have 
gone off in a body, with their wives and children, to escape the 
resentment of either party and the enquiries of the Volico. All 
this is corroborated by the evidence of sight. A bouse or two 
are unroofed, one is half burnt down, and a total silence reigns 
throughout. A little farther on he perceives wliat hud evident- 
ly, a year or two since, been a large and flourishing bazar. Ho 
IS told, this time, that a twelvemonth ago, it engrossed the 
trade of the neighbourhood ; a hdt, or open market, was held 
iliere twice a week, and people willingly came from a distance 
to sell the produce of their gardens, their fisheries, and their 
(ields ; but a powerful zemindar has lately set up a bazar 
of bis own six miles off, and, by intimidation and violence to 
the cultivators, and by bribes lavished on the Volice, lias effec- 
tually ruined the trade of bis weaker antagonist; the ryots ad- 
joining the former village have now to go a distance of six or 
seven miles in order to buy the common necessaries of life, and 
tile trade of the locality is paralysed. As our enquirer proceeds, 
he hears strange tales of the general insecurity of property and 
life. In one quarter, Dacoity is raging like an epidemic, and the 
iiiliubitants can scarcely sleep in peace at night. 'Ibe Police arc 
larcly able to capture a single gang, and oven the few, that ar 
a))j)rehcnded, get an accpiittal at the Sessions Court. In tin 
)»lace, a darogah is inefficient, or grossly corruj)t. Prom tba 
place, the Police Station is so far removed that no inhabitan 
ever thinks of bringing offences to tbo notice of the alUllorltio^ 
'I’o crown all, the traveller completes his investigations into tbo 
state of the country and its crimes by a fortnight’s attcudanco 
in the magisterial court of the district. Two laiidliolders, inli- 
mately related by the ties of blood, and interested in maintain- 
ing harmony, are fighting about tlio division or the boundaries 
of the family inheritance, or the collection of rents ; and, as the 
feelings of a large population aro enlisted on both sides, tbo 
feud is now at its height. Endless cases and counter-cases are 
brought by both parties. They aro precisely of that kind, in 
which any amount of perjury may be attempted, which admit 
of exaggerations and distortions of every possible sort, and in 
'vhich it is most difficult to determine the exact amount of 
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truth enveloped in a dense cloud of fiction. Tales of plunder, ol 
arson, of abduction ; appalling stories of threatened torture, of 
nightly attacks, of folds and storehouses invaded and harried; 
peaceful villages overrun by club-men ; the disappearance and 
tha^^lBJiected murder of a brother or a friend : these are a few 
the arguments by jvhich the adherents of either party strive 
to carry the day. The observer may see the Police engaged in 
a fruitless search for some individual, who is purposely kept out 
of the way, or in an useless hunt after the corpse of some per- 
son, who has never existed ; the magistrate exercising all his 
ingenuity to discover the exact boundaries of a plot of land, to 
which both parties are claimants and which is made out to bo 
five times its real size, or to fix the site of a village, which is 
nowhere but in Utopia or the Oceana, or to ascertain whether 
some story of successful robbery and violence be merely a gross 
exaggeration, or a downright and unadulterated lie. Ho may 
discern evil passions aiding or entirely neutralising the pre- 
judices of caste : he may judge how tho rancorous hatred of 
brothers or relations far surpasses the natural antipathy of 
creed or of race ; and he may quit the scene of contending pas- 
sions with a calm conviction, that a corrupt executive, an op- 
pressive set of landlords, a spiritless tenantry, and courts without 
justice, have combined to neutralise the choicest gifts of nature, 
to change gardens into deserts, to give enmity instead of peace, 
disunion for harmony, and, for a blessing, a curse. 

But a different set of incidents will produce impressions as 
varying and dissimilar. Our second enquirer travels through 
portions of several districts at seed time and at harvest, and 
learns how the natural fertility of the soil has been improved 
^by patient and undisturbed agriculture. For miles there m 
^not one bigah of land without its crop or produce. From 
village to village, far as the eye can see, there waves before 
him an unbroken sheet of rice. Scarcely is one crop reaped 
and threshed, when it is succeeded, at the interval of tw(; 
months, by another — so various as to combine the products 
peculiar to torrid and to temperate climes, the crops of Italy 
of India, and of our midland counties. Immediately round th( 
habitations of men, ho sees, in the luxuriance fostered by hea 
and moisture, gardens planted with fruit or other trees, which 
at once, and in endless plenty, supply food for the daily meal 
materials for the hut, and shade against tho deadly sun. Froii 
the few occasional acres, which, owing to sterility or proximit 
to swamps and rivers, are not subjected to the plough, is draw 
tribute in the shape of thatch. The jhils and lakes yiel 
their store of fish. No ryot finds any difficulty in paying h 
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font, or in maintaining himself and family. Old men ^vill 
tell the traveller how within the last fifty years all these 
marvellous changes have occurred : how the jungle has gra- 
dually receded, and the lair of the wild beasts given place 
to the hut and the garden of the householder. Our 
goes on, wondering, and at one turn of the road he sudd^fl^ 
comes on a large and populous bazar. On each side of a wide 
street are ranged the well-formed and well-raised shops of the 
bunneahs, filled with every sort of grain in its raw state, and 
with fruits and preparations, of which enough for a mid-day 
meal can be purchased for the sum of three pice. Near the 
vtllage runs a wide flowing river, on the banks of which are 
moored a whole fleet of boats of various sizcvs, the dinghi, the 
diminutive dunga, or canoe shaped out of one log, and 
the unwieldy vessel of three or four hundred mands tonnage. 
The zemindar’s local agent, dignified and ])orily, invites him 
to inspect the bi-weekly hat, whicli at that very moment 
IS being held in a large space at one end of the village. Tln^ 
place is so densely crowded with humanity, that he can only 
make his way by degrees. From every quarter, men arc seen 
arriving, by twos and threes, with their baskets of fish and 
vegetables and lirc-wood. Others are come to purchase tho 
substance of their meals for tho next three days ; many aro 
seated on tho ground, witli their little stores before them on 
mats ; others make their bargains, standing under the shade 
of the great banyan tree. Although the linm of many voices 
IS so ceaseless, that he can hardly ask a (juestion and depend on 
catching the answer, the traveller will not see a push given, or 
hear the sound of a dispute, or even an angry word spokein 
Nor, though the shades of night close in, long before every on^ 
has disposed of his goods or made his purcliases, and the lasjj^ 
bargain is concluded by lighted candles — though many of the 
comers live three and four miles off — will lie suhscijuontly hear 
that the youngest child, the most lielpless old man, or the 
weakest woman, has, in going or returning, been subjected 
to tho slightest inconvenience or detention, or had cause to 
fear from any person an angry gesture, or a single term of 
abuse. The next day he comes to a cross road, broad enough 
to admit two bullock-carts abreast. The eartli thrown up and 
not yet trampled into consistency, and tho <litch neatly excavat- 
ed at each side, tell him that the work has been only under- 
taken of late. It IS duo, ho finds, to the beneficence of (ho 
great landholder o^these parts, who owns more than half tho 
pergunnah, which his ancestors obtained by a royal grant 
in the days of Shah Jehan, proved to be valid even under 
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the searching scrutiny of the late energetic resumption officer. 
He follows Its windings, purposely made to avoid cutting 
through this man’s garden and that man’s house, and in duo 
time arrives at another populous bazar. This is the Police 
Sta^lPr of the locality : and here the darogah may be seen 
^^dl the dignity of an official, with the usual comple- 
ment of mohurrir, jemadar, and a dozen burkundazes, and a 
non-descript individual or two, who live, no one exactly knows 
how, by writing under the darogah’s orders, and who confident- 
ly expect a place under Government at some not distant day. 
13ut there are no complaints from the inhabitants of unscrupu- 
lous extortion, acts of tyranny, insecurity of property, or un- 
checked lawless habits. There has been no serious dacoity any 
where in the neighbourhood since the present darogah procur- 
ed the conviction of a gang twelve months ago, for which 
he was rewarded by a donation of 200 rupees, and a promise of 
eventual promotion to a higher grade. The bazar chowkidars 
are regularly drilled by the Police jemadar, and regularly paid 
by the bunneahs. There is little or no theft by day, and not 
many attempts at burglary by night. No poor woman com- 
])laina that the Police officer has stripped her of her last cowrie. 
Nowhere docs his ajiproach scorn to carry with it terror 
and dismay. 'I’hcre may perhaps be a call made on the 
wealthiest shoj)-kccpcrs about the dusserah holidays. But the 
tax is not exorbitant ; and, however inexcusable, it is asked for 
without threat or compulsion, and paid without recusancy or re* 
gret. The signs of repose and of progression arc too numerous 
to be recounted, and too substantial for mere outward show’. 
Every mnn follows his own occupation in peace. The mere strip- 
ping, who feeds the cows far out in the plain — the women, who 
^at noon-day descend with their pitchers to the tank — the ryot, 
who lays down his fish weir every evening and takes it up again 
well filled at the dawn of day — the weaver at his loom, and the 
lazy shop-keeper on his wooden platform — one and all bear 
willing testimony to the pleasantness of the place, and the 
goodhness of the heritage, and tlio peaceful times in which thoir 
several lots are cast. But a survey of the country is not com- 
plete in this instance too, without a visit to the court. Hero 
the state of things is equally satisfactory and pleasing. The last 
long-standing feud in the district between landlord and ryots, 
or landlord and rival, has either burnt itself out, or has been 
skilfully adjusted. The file of cases is kept almost clear at the 
close of each day. There is not a single wi^ess in attendance, 
nor is any one ever delayed beyond three or four days. Alarm- 
ing gang-robberies are not frequent. There are no bloody 
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nffrays and no assemblings of club-men. To crown all, tbo 
darogah has just sent up a case of burglary, in whicli tlio 
offender, by the mere act of the villagers, was approhendod 
m the fact with the booty in his hands. The case was reported, 
enquired into, committed to paper, and sent up in^'l^tato 
fit for immediate decision, in the space of twenty-four 
and, in the course of six more, the plaintiff and his witnesses 
are heard, the defendant’s answer written down, the case 
summed up, and the burglar, who has no witnesses and no 
reasonable excuse, is, the morning after, to bo found breaking 
bricks for the repairs of the station roads, with his hair closely 
cropped, and a strong pair of fetters on his legs. From this pic- 
ture of a country teeming with cultivation of every kind, and a 
population distinguished by a love of order and preserved by plen- 
ty from scarcity or lawlessness — from a criminal system, where de- 
tection follows closely on crime, and punishment on detection, — 
our observer may turn away, deeply impressed with a conviction 
that all previous tales of oppression and misery, vice and 
criminality, are so many idle fables, and tlmtllengal is a country 
blessed with a natural fertility far exceeding that of Ireland, and 
tenanted by a population even more orderly than the Scotcli. 

The state of things represented as falling under the obser- 
vation of either of the above supposed individuals, is stncllv 
warranted by facts. Districts can be named, wliero ailravs^bavo 
not been heard of for years, and every thing is peace and plenty . 
others are instanced, where it would bo inconvenient to travi l 
l>y day, and almost unsafe to sleej) at night : and every resident 
111 the Mofussil, of common experience and candour, will tell us 
the same. Tt is not then the facts of eitlier party which we 
would arraign, hut the inferences wliieii they are made to justil^ 
Tlio unpleasant picture, wliich has left such dark impressioj^ 
on tho mind of the hrst traveller, jiroceeds probably from a 
variety of causes; the virulence of evil passions, when once 
fairly roused ; the total absence of truth or fair dealing ; tho 
impossibility of doing any thing for people, who will not help 
themselves, and who will resist nothing except legal demands ; 
the insufficiency or the corruption of the Fxeeutive Police; the. 
uncertainty of punishment, where powerful individuals are con- 
cerned, and its inadequate character even wlien applied ; and to 
crown all, perhaps an inert or a wrong-headed public func- 
tionary. On the other hand, the fair scene, which delighted tJu' 
eyes of the second visitor, is due, wo are compelled to say, in 
some manner to a ha[)py accident, or to a combination dl 
purely forliiitous causes, rallicr than to design. We could not 
^pply any sucli recognized causes with an absolute ceitaiiity ol 
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arriving elsewliere at the same fortunate results. We have no 
security that these results in the present instance will be per- 
manent. The extraordinary agricultural prosperity of this 
country is as much the bounty of nature as any thing else. 
Tb^fRlceful and contented character of the society is due to 
flfi^iabits of a people not naturally cruel or disorderly, easily 
satisfied and amused, never, except in most unusual visitations, 
subjected to the pangs of hunger, and never pinched by a severe 
winter’s cold. It is however, at best, the absence of vice rather 
than the presence of virtue^ It is the want of disturbing 
agencies and of exciting causes, rather than the consciousness 
of strength linked with the desire of repose. It is, in short, a 
system, which may bo partially altered for good or evil by the 
prevalent disposition of the people and their landlords, 1 )y 
legislation, and by the various capacities of those who admi- 
nister the law, but one in which the real evidences of civiliza- 
tion, a love of freedom, a distaste for equality, and a reverence 
for order and for stability, arc not yet visible. 

The other sorts of crime prevalent in Bengal do not require 
any detailed notice. Theft and cattle-stealing are of course not 
unfretpicnt, but they arc not more usual than must bo expected 
in a country wliero houses are open during the day, not closed 
very carefully at niglil, and where cows and four-footed animals 
mayfif not strongly tethered, stray over a country for miles witli- 
out meeting a single inclosure. Highway robbery is not, that 
we are aware of, the curse of any particular locality. Drugging 
way-farors, previous to robbing their persons, has been occa- 
sionally practised with great success in some districts of tlio 
Agra Bresidcncy. Kape, we believe, is not more common here 
^lau in England ; and, as may be conceived amongst a licentious 
and untriitlifnl poinilalion, it is most difficult of satisfactory 
proof. Abortion, we liavo no doubt, is very common, but from 
similar causes is rarely brought to punishment. The absurd 
])ractico of loading children and defenceless women with silver 
ornaments and bangles often gives temptation to crime; but 
this IS precisely one of those offences, where the remedy or the 
prevention lies with every individual. Into the various mis- 
demeanors, which make up the bulk of cases in our courts, it 
is needless to enter ; nor shall we speculate, as to the probable 
amount of concealment of offences, generally believed to exist 
only in the statute books — such as the crime of Sutti, the purchase 
of slaves, the practice of infanticide, the vengeance taken on 
offenders by aggrieved husbands or brothers, and the offering 
lip of human beings on the altars of Durga. 

From the crimes, punishable by the Company’s Regulations, 
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WO now turn to those who administer the Company’s Law ; and, 
as recent agitation has tended to direct attention to the train- 
ing of the judicial branch, wo shall proceed to show what is tho * 
actual law which judges administer, and how they are qualified 
lor the bench. The importance of tho position of 
Sessions Judge in any district is so obvious as to need scan!^ 
a remark. He decides appeals in civil suits involving interests 
of tho highest extent and importance, closely superintends tho 
proceedings of the native judges scattered over the district or 
located at the Sudder Station, hears appeals from the subor- 
dinate Criminal Courts in which his orders are practically final, 
and presides at Sessions, where he may pass a sentence of 
imprisonment on certain offenders up to sixteen years, without 
relerence — but subject to the revision, on appeal, of tho high- 
est Criminal Court. In the present condition of the service a 
civil servant does not attain the coveted position of a judge, be- 
fore ho has been twenty years in tho country. This period would 
make him on the average about thirty-eight or forty years of age ; 
and it will surely be allowed that, at such an age, ainan of fair ability 
and average judgment, if subjected to previous suitable training, 
will be as lit to preside on tho bench, as ever he can be, even at 
a more advanced period of life. The question then is, lias he been 
subjected to a proper course of training, and is the Criminal Law 
over which he presides, simple, consistent, and clear, o^ the 
reverse? Now nothing can be more gradual, or more likely to 
make a person conversant with tho habits, castes, dealings, mode 
of life, of the natives in the Mofussil generally, than tho regular 
gradation of the service as it stands. Tor the first year of his 
actual work, the assistant tries his hand on small cases, bazar 
squabbles, petty thefts, trivial disputes, in all of which li^ 
cannot imprison any one for three days, or inflict a fine to tl^^ 
amount of a single rupee, or pass the smallest executive order, 
without every one of his proceedings being immediately open to 
revision. Alter his proficiency and qualifications are duly prov- 
ed, he may be vested with what are termed “ special powers, un- 
der which ho may inflict a heavier amount of fine, or award a 
longer period of imprisonment, still subject to tho same close and 
constant revision, extending to the minutest and most trivial 
order. After two years, he is usually permitted to exercise tho 
full powers of a magistrate. Here his judicial sentence, up to two 
months in cases of theft, and fifteen days in misdemeanors, will 
he final ; but, unless placed in charge of a district or of a sub- 
division, ho will not be able to exercise any Police or Executive 
authority, will never take tho initiative, and will be confined 
falrictly to the trial of such cases, as maybe made over to him by 
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bis superior. The last stop, which is arrived at variously in the 
space of four, six, eight or ten years’ service, will not bring with 
It the slightest increase of judicial powers. It will impose a 
heavier responsibility, demand increased watchfulness, persever- 
ance^pBd energy, and require a combination of patience with 
(jtffckness, and of impartiality on the bench with activity when 
off it. We are not now discussing the question, whether the 
majority of magistrates are, or are not, too young, or whether it 
were not better that a man should fill the office of collector, when 
he is of eight years* standing, and that of magistrate subsequently. 
The question is simply, whether the training for a civil and 
sessions judgeship be likely to convey the practical knowledge 
requisite for that station. We are not aware, what much better 
system can be devised, than one which conducts a public officer 
by degrees to high responsibility ; by which he is at first 
vested with the most limited powers, either for good or evil ; and 
under which, at no time or place, is he independent of a close 
and careful scrutiny into every proceeding held by him, cither in 
his executive, or judicial, capacity. 

Then, as to the law which he administers. Complaints are 
not unfrequently made as to its intricacy, diffuse or contradictory 
nature, complexity, and confusion. Tlie Criminal Regulations, 
necessary for a magistrate to know with accuracy, do not, as \vc 
have ascertained by a careful computation, exceed tlic sum of 
one hundred and fifty. Many of these are of the briefest, simplest, 
and clearest kind : and it is well known that the difficulty, wliicli 
racks the brains of any one presiding at a Mofussil criminal 
trial, IS not that of ascertaining the law, but that of ascertain 
iug the fact. The hoc opus, hie labor ^ is not to extract from a 
fllozen volumes of Regulations the exact law by which such and 
^ich an offence is punishable, but to extract from masses of 
contradictory evidence and heaps of irrelevant matter, the germ 
of truth, which may be latent in the evidence. Tlio body of 
Criminal Law is in fact clear and palpable enough. It has been 
compiled at various intervals, as new offences became apparent, 
or the complex nature of European and Native society required 
additional security or check. But, to sum it up briefly, there i^ 
surely nothing contradictory, rigorous, savage or inconsistent, 
in a code, where only the highest of crimes is punished by death, 
or transportation for life ; where gang-robbery is visited with a 
sentence of sixteen years ; where burglary, theft, cattle-stealing, 
and the receipt of stolon goods, are disposed of in courts 
of first instance by sentences not excecding^Alirco years, or, d 
marked by certain aggravated and well-definea%ircumstances, art^ 
committed to the sessions for a heavier award m a codcj which 
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lag abolished most of the faneiful provisions of the Muham- 
nadan law as to the incompetence of certain classes, from sex 
}r disease, to appear as witnesses, and has neither suffered jus- 
ice to be marred by private interest or bigotry, nor allowed it 
Lo bo distorted by the purposes of revenge ; where serva^^, or 
watchmen, guilty of participation or connivance in felorfca^ 
crimes, are deemed fit objects for enhanced punishment, and are 
uade examples of to others; where perjury is punished by a 
sentence of nine years ; where false or malicious complainants 
may be imprisoned for six months ; where doubts, or concurring 
claims, regarding the venue of offences are anticipated and 
provided for ; where misdemeanors are not visited with more 
than SIX months’ imprisonment; where seven years are usually 
[is&igiied to forgery, and to affrays attended with wounding, 
iiid not more than sixteen, to counterfeiting the current com 
af the realm ; where corporal punishment is never given, 
except to such offenders in petty thefts, as it may be expedient 
to preserve from the contamination of a jail ; and where 
the Magistrate is vested with jurisdiction over the public ferries, 

IS enabled to take cognizance of cases, where married or un- 
married females ore unlawfully inveigled away — to decide sum- 
marily disputes between master and servant, as to wages or 
length of service — to compel recusants to furnish support for 
Lheir illegitimate children, and for women in pregnancy — and to 
adjudicate in all disjiutes regarding the temporary possession 
jf estates, or the definition of boundaries. 

Still further to elucidate, expound and define with certainty 
this body of law, the dicta of tlie highest court of appeal have 
been diffused, in the shape of certain volumes of Constructions 
and of Circulars. The Constructions, which relate both to civ?l^ 
and criminal matters, have ceased to issue ever since the com- 
mencement of 1843. Those, promulgated up to that date, on puri^ 
ly Criminal Law amount to some four hundred. A few of them 
may bo irrelevant, or apparently irrcconcileablc ; the majority are 
liowever intelligible and applicable. The Circular Orders of the 
Sudder Court fill a moderate-sized volume. They are issued, 
whenever some point m the practice or procedure of tho 
lower courts requires emendation. They are, in short, plain 
hrections for sailing, and are used and valued accordingly. So 
aigh is their authority witli some functionaries, so much of 
reverence is paid to the body from which they emanate, that 
me judge, high on tho bench, has been not infelicitously des- 
cribed, as a man ^o would rather see two villages burnt to the 
ground than one ®cular Order altered. Without going so far 
m our veneration for these expositions, or emendations, of the 
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Criminal Code, we may confidently assert that the power of the 
highest court to regulate practice or expound the law, as it 
has never been questioned, and is in fact authorised by Ilegula- 
tion, so it is never wielded, but in cases of real importance and 
emeijji^cy. We have, then, a simple code and a volume or two 
4ii<i^recedent8 ; and we can fearlessly assert, that if these laws 
are found inadequate or inapplicable, it is not that they are un- 
cared for, or unexplored. The body of law may require 
pruning or amplification ; it may be garnished with some few 
laws which are too severe, and with many others which are too 
weak ; this law may be obsolete from its harshness ; that may 
be in daily use, without ensuring sufficient punishment for the 
past, or striking awe for the future ; it may, in the opinion of 
candid and qualified judges, demand revision, extension, and 
liarmony : — but, such as it is, the body of our judges and 
magistrates know its provisions well. So far from ignorance of 
Regulations and Acts being a failing of the Company’s judges, 
we dare assert that, by no body of functionaries in the world is 
the law, which they administer, examined with such care, and 
retained with such application. The Regulations and Acts, 
their preambles, causes, powers and extent ; the several pro- 
visions contained in each clause; the year and date when tlicy 
were passed ; the number and amount of tlieir sections ; the 
Constructions, or Circulars, which they have each produced ; tlic 
public servant to whose exertions the more important ones are 
ascribed ; the interpretations which have been put upon doubt- 
ful or disputed passages : — all these things are known to many 
a Mofussil magistrate and judge, with an accuracy which 
the most practised native officer, which the sharpest-witted 
^akil, may hardly hope to surpass. Company’s officers may 
be deficient in a knowledge of the higher branches of law, 
•^'iid may barely have mastered the fundamental and ele- 
mentary rules of that great science ; but we again deny 
that a want of knowledge of rule, detail, practice, precedent, 
procedure, or in short of technical law, is to bo counted 
amongst their failings. We refer those, who doubt these asser- 
tions, to society in any Mofussil station, throughout this side of 
India. The hearing of one single discussion, such as takes 
place, in or out of office, every week, between the judge and the 
magistrate, or the magistrate and the joint magistrate, on some 
knotty Regulation, will, we should hope, effectually convince the 
most sceptical.* 

We return again to the main question^^ the training of 

• There are, no doubt, individual (and even "laring) exceptions: but we speaK ol 
tlie service generally. 
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officers. It is admitted that may lose sight of the cri- 
minal officer from the time, when he ceases to be magistrate, 
until he is appointed judge. In the lower division of the 
Presidency, this interval is mainly spent in the revenue branch. 
In the Agra division, the offices of magistrate and 
tor are united ; and the public servant is never, at any time^ 
debarred from the consideration of the great questions of 
punishment and crime. The training there, in fact, proceeds 
uninterruptedly from the first day the civilian joins as assistant, 
to the day when he is seated on the judicial feench. But wo 
are prepared to show that, even if an officer's attention he, for 
the space of six or eight years, entirely abstracted from the 
criminal, and directed to the revenue, branch, this occupation, 
so far from being detrimental to his qualifications as a judge, 
is absolutely essential and necessary to them. We will how- 
ever first dispose of the question of the vernacular qualifi- 
cations of the civil service, on which so much has lately been 
urged by several of the ablest papers in India. There are 
two languages, which it is important a civilian should fully 
understand, in whichever division of this Presidency ho may 
bo placed. In the Agra division, he should master Hindi, 
that is, the older form of the universal language of India, written 
in the Nagri character from left to right, and containing only 
a moderate intermixture of Persian and Arabic words ; and, to 
converse with Mussulmans, or even with Hindus, in many place.s, 
lie should also be a proficient in the more polished Urdu. In 
Bengal Proper, or the lower division of the Presidency, ho must 
similarly know Urdu (which is both the universal medium of 
communication, and the court and district language of BeharL^ 
and he must fully master Bengali. The small comparative^ 
extent of Orissa, and the similarity of the Uriya language, ii^,* 
many points, to Bengali, render it unnecessary that the verna- 
cular of Cuttack should be an object of study to the collegian ; 
hut that the public officer should be thoroughly competent 
to read and talk the vernaculars of the province where he may 
he employed; and, that lie should likewise he well ver.scd in tho 
polished and universal dialect of all India, the dialect of edu- 
cated natives, it requires little argument to prove. It is, we 
Blink unnecessary, in these practical days, that a public officer 
should know one single word of Sanskrit ; and this language, 
though still venerated at llaileybury, is most properly discarded 
here. It is not even necessary that he should study Persian. A 
large admixture of Arsian terms, relating to law, to punishment, 
to intercourse, to wnatever partakes of refinement, of innovation, 
of eminence, and of display, may, it is true, be found, more or less, 

z z 



OUR JUDICIAL SYSTEM, AND THE BLACK ACTS. 


im 

in any paper presented in any court or public office throughout 
the three Presidencies of India. This language will insinuate 
itself, or maintain its ground, in Upper India, in the furthest 
extremity of Eastern Bengal, in Telingana, in the Deccan, in 
SjiiKjIre. Copious, elegant, and harmonious, it presents also, we 
must allow, many charms to the student, and many authors of 
worth. Hafiz strikes a chord, which recalls occasionally the 
happiest elforts of the Venusian poet. Eerdusi rolls along with 
something of ^hat noble simplicity, and that solemn grandeur, 
by which Homer has distanced every other competitor. Num- 
berless historians have in Persian handed down to us narratives, 
where flattery, and falsehood, and more than Eastern subser- 
viency, have not yet effaced all “ the dignity of history.” In 
Persian, philosophy has discussed great moral problems, satire 
has winged her arrows at bigotry and priestcraft, morality 
spoken in the guise of captivating tales, or in couplets of the 
purest idiom and the most melodious rythm. The aim of 
qualification for the public service is not, however, to bo 
measured by the attractions of literature, or the formation of 
taste. It should be eminently practical, and arrive at the requi- 
site object by the most compendious method. It is not there- 
fore essential that a man should study a language separately, 
because three or four hundred of its words have been en- 
grafted on some other stock. But we will borrow for our 
argument an illustration from the more pleasing studies of 
the West. Chaucer's poems abound in old, hard, and, at first 
sight, incomprehensible, Saxon words. The Waverley Novels 
teem with Gaelic and low Scotch phrases, and others only to bo 
^at once appreciated by the genuine Caledonian. It is no doubt 
open for antiquarians, or for men, whose bias leads them to 
^Mivestigate the sources of spoken tongues, or for mere men of 
leisure, to study Gaelic, or Anglo-Saxon, or to reside, for a 
twelvemonth or so, in the Moffat or Grampian Hills, for the 
express purpose of preparing themselves for the full enjoyment 
of the “ Pardoner’s Tale” and the legend of “ Patient Grisildo," 
or for Old Mortality, the Antiquary and the Heart of Mid- 
Lothian. In gentlemen scholars, with whom time i8*no object, 
or who are desirous of filling up pleasantly the intervals of 
ease and enjoyment, such projects are not only blameless, but 
laudable. But ordinary mortals must be content to arrive at a 
requisite understanding of these and similar authors, by a more 
direct and practical method. The aim and scope of Sir E. 
Lytton, or of Mr. Kemble, in diving into the depths of the 
Anglo-Saxon, cannot be common to every one; and it is quite 
possible that many a Cockney may appreciate Edie Ochiltree 
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and Madge Wildfire without knowing Scotch. Tho general 
run of readers will therefore be content to make out the Can- 
terbury Tales and the Scotch Novels by the aid of a glossary, 
by notes, or by enquiry from a friend. Similarly in the case of 
Persian, the words in any vernacular, indented for fror^j^t 
language, should be learnt by the young civilian, as ho procellfcte 
with his studies in the dialect. M. Jourdain had spoken prose 
for forty years without being aware of it. A public oflScer, it is 
just possible, may speak an Eastern composite dialect with 
fluency and ease, and yet not be able to tell how many words, in 
the course of one sentence, severally belong to an Arabic, a 
Persian, or a Sanskrit stock. This system of learning one 
Parent language in order to master, with subsequent ease, all 
Us off-shoots and dependants, may do very well for great lin- 
guists, for Leyden and for Borrow; but, in tho average num- 
ber of men, the end is not worth the cost. Persian has been 
abolished by regulation in our Courts. It should be driven 
away as ruthlessly from our colleges. 

We have, then, Bengali and Urdu essential for good service in 
the lower, and Hindi and Urdu for the upper, division of this 
Presidency. At Bombay, Mahratta and Guzarati, with llie 
Urdu, will supply every requirement. Madras labours under the 
curse of no less than four difterent vernaculars, besides tho 
universal medium, namely Telugu, Tamil, Canarcse, and Malaya- 
1am. But, be the number great or small, the vernacular easy 
or difficult of access, tlio principle in every division of the 
empire should be the same. To do justice to a people, espe- 
cially in a Police or Revenuo office, a convorsancy with their 
dialect is one grand and primary requisite. All time devoted^ 
other objects than this — all labour spent on languages, wliii^^ 
do not tend practically to this goal — arc, for this one object 
ill this solo view, so much of lime and of labour thrown awityr 
Pliilology should give way to fluency and ease of speech. In 
the court, on tho bench, at the boundary investigation, under 
the village tree, in the jungles or marshes, in the shade of 
the bunnealPs shop, in the crowded mart, on the high road, a 
ready practical thorough-going linguist, is, for his own and 
other men’s advantage, wortli all the scholars, who ever compiled 
glossaries, deciphered inscriptions, or set up the landmarks ol 
any spoken tongues. 

It is however a curious feature in our Indian system, that 
the qualifications of a linguist, though at all times of some 
value, are most needed by a civilian in the outset of his career, 
and lose somewhat of their importance, as he gradually sue- 
occds to the higher offices. Thus a nicinbcr of any board, a 
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secretary, a Ffesidency officer in genera], the head of 
office, are perhaps not called on to speak twenty words of 
the native language in the day, Conversancy with the ver- 
nacular is not even an indispensable qualification for a 
colh^^^r of land revenue in Bengal. A Civil or Sessions 
who has no dealings with preliminaries, and for whom 
cases come up in some sort prepared and stripped of their in- 
cumbrances, is not so much required to display colloquial pow- 
ers, as he is to exercise the real judicial qualities of penetration, 
sagacity, concentration of the mental powers on one object, 
weighing of discrepancies, and insight into native ways. It is true 
that a knowledge of the native language is intimately connected 
with a knowledge of the national character ; that the expert 
linguist transacts his business with increased facility to himself 
and proportionate satisfaction to suitors ; that while such a one 
holds the. scales, a rumour certainly goes forth throughout the 
district, inimical to the oppression of the great, or the venality 
of the native officers, and favourable to the claims of the poor. 
But any person, we conceive, can easily, from a survey of the 
official gentlemen, with whom he is acquainted, satisfy himself, 
that an expert linguist may prove an inferior judge; and 
a judge, with a dull ear for the languages, exhibit ail the highly 
prized attributes of the judicial office, attention to detail, 
comprehensiveness of view, a knowledge of law, cogency of 
reasoning, clearness of statement. The truth is, that magis- 
trates and settlement ollicers, and all men who liave to listen to 
the conflicting and exaggerated statements of villagers, who 
must have to attend to a dozen men speaking at once, to de- 
cide on the spot as to the rival claims of three or four indivi- 
duals to one plot of ground, whose duty it is to strip cases, 
destined for higher authorities, of all the load of irrelevant 
Thatter, and of all the mass of isolated and unconnected facts 
which natives and European officers so constantly mistake for 
evidence — these men most require the gift of tongues, and are 
mainly indebted for the successful performance of their duty, 
to a correct ear ^nd a clear elocution. These officers, we need 
hardly say, vary in standing from five to fifteen years. But 
the comparative high value, which we attach to proficiency in 
this respect at an early period, and its comparative unimpor- 
tance at a later date in the career, can form no argument for 
reversing the scale of promotion, or for making the appoint- 
ment of judge precede that of magistrate, and commissioner 
that of settlement officer. A new dialect will be fairly mastered, 
for all speaking and practical purposes, within the first year, 
or two, of intercourse with the natives, or never. Any subse- 
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quent additions to the stock of knowledge are as the gleanings 
of the harvest. All, that needs to be done to secure efHoienoy, 
is, as often urged, to require, after emancipation from college, a 
second examination in the colloquial, before the candidates 
can be vested with any independent charge in any 
or line whatever. In this, some regard can be paid to the wef^ 
known difficulty, which even well-endowed men experience in 
mastering Oriental tongues, and some value must be given to 
the other equally important qualifications, which go far to form 
the good officer — the clear head, the cool judgment, the patient 
investigation of facts, the prompt decision in times of difiicul- 
ty, the energy and activity unattended by haste. But to ensure 
due attention to the colloquial, all official men should be com- 
pelled to speak and to read before a competent Board of 
Examiners. 

Our present subject, however, is more the judge seated on the 
bench, than the magistrate or collector riding over the country. 

We return now from this digression to show that the experi- 
ence gained in the revenue line, is of yeoman’s service to its 
possessor, when a judge — and by this, wo mean, to the judge in 
ins civil capacity. Gases will daily be brought into a Civil Court, 
where the validity of a revenue sale will be contested, and the 
proceedings of the revenue department bo hotly decried. In 
others, there will bo endless allusions to land tenures of every 
imaginable description ; to the various and complicated processes, 
by which estates are mortgaged, purchased, or given in farm ; 
to zemindary and village accounts in all their intricacy; to pre- 
scriptive rights, to local customs, to prejudices of caste, to 
religious observances of every kind. To decide on such pointy 
to weigh the correctness of assertions made bj rival claimants^ 
to escape being misled by interested parties, to discuss suej^ 
questions with the voice of authority and in the spirit oT 
confidence, the knowledge acquired in the collector's ofiico 
IS really invaluable. Indeed, no information, gamed in any 
office, which brings the official into direct contact with the peo- 
ple, is, for such a purpose, without its use. But the best 
way of estimating the value of one system is perhaps to test 
that of a system diametrically its opposite. The surest criterion 
of an arrangement, by which a civil judge is to be previously 
fortified with revenue knowledge, is to examine an arrangement 
by which he is not. Here we have only to look at the systems 
pursued in either of the sister Presidencies of Madras and 
Bombay. At Bombay, for instance, the separation of the judi- 
cial branches from all other departments is maintained with ^ 
somewhat of unyielding strictness. One young civilian be- 
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comes third assistant to the collector, second assistant to the 
collector, head assistant to the collector, then collector, and 
finally commissioner, or head of some great office. Another takes 
his post as assistant judge, whilst yet a junior, and waits patient- 
ly^jl^ixteen or twenty years' service shall place him on the 
WScli. During all this time, the latter never runs over the dis- 
trict in quest of thieves, nor sallies forth in tents to settle boun- 
daries and revise settlements, nor is in any way obstructed in 
his contemplation of purely civil business. From first to last, he 
remains employed in one and the same line, trained, it may be 
said, with unswerving adherence to one pursuit. Then how 
stands the case with him, when he has to decide cases in 
which real property is concerned ? Why, the want of experience 
in revenue matters, and of the intimate knowledge of tenures, 
customs, seignorial, or village rights, religious, local, or secular, 
observances, which enables a revenue officer to decide boldly, 
instead of groping his way step by step — is so apparent, as to 
have been actually matter for complaint. All the judge’s con- 
stant and close application to civil cases is not worth, in mat- 
ters like these, the practical knowledge of the collector, who 
knows the subdivisions and subtenures of a great estate, as 
well as the landholdei»s head agent, or the internal arrange- 
ment of a village, almost equally with the Patel or the Mundul. 
Ten years passed in the revenue line are, for one part of Ins 
business, to an Indian judge, ten years of most fitting prepa- 
ration. Strengthened by their aid, a judge in the Bengal Pre- 
sidency is, we submit, well fitted to adjudicate all cases, in which 
real property is at stake ; without this the judges of other 
Presidencies have been weighed, and almost found wanting, 
^e think it heaver fair to state that the practice of other 
^^residencies ha^een rather to monopolize the talent of the 
service for the important branch of the revenue, and to fill the 
judicial chair with respectable average gentlemen. But wc 
doubt much whether even a man of first-rate talent would not, 
on the bench, feel the want of conversancy in revenue matters , 
and we therefore, while allowing that cases of real property arc 
not all a judge’s business, reiterate our opinion, that to shift 
civilians from the magisterial to the revenue branch, and from 
the revenue to the judge’s chair, is not only not detrimental to 
their efficiency, but is auxiliary to it in an important degree. 

Still, cases, in which real property is concerned, form only a 
part of what comes before a judge. It may therefore be pro- 
per to mention briefly the general character of the civil law, 
which our judicial officers administer. It is, in broad terms, 
as follows. Where the plaintiff and defendant arc both Hiiidim. 
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the Hindu code is taken as the guide ; where they are Muham- 
madans, the law of Muhammad ; and where the plaintiff and 
defendant are of opposite creeds, it is the law of equity and 
good conscience. It is obvious, that Colebrooke should be the au- 
thority in the first instance ; Harington and Jones <^^he 
second; and for the third the great and fundamental autho^^ 
jurisprudence, who have formed the study and the delight, 
not merely of lawyers, but of enlightened statesmen and public 
men of all ages, from Cicero down to Burke. 

The great objection to this part of our system is, that it leaves 
the study of the above legal authorities entirely to an individual’s 
option. There is no compulsory examination to be undergone, 
and no previous training at the bar. The experience is gamed 
from each case as it arises, without any aid beyond what is 
afforded by the strong sense, the clear perception of facts and 
inferences, and the justness of thought, which any man may 
possess in a greater or less degree, or in no degree at all. It 
seems to us indisputable, that in many cases, which involve 
complex questions of partnership, of mortgage, of borrowing 
and lending, of contract, of mercantile transactions, under any 
form whatever — in short, in all the diversified, intricate, and 
complicated transactions, which may frequently arise in an ad- 
vancing state of society, where Hindu, Mussulman, and Chris- 
tian must continually come in mutual contact, there is no 
security for a legal and satisfactory decision, beyond what is 
afforded by the natural talents, the strict impartiality, the know- 
ledge of native character, and the practical sagacity of the 
presiding officer. On the other hand, it will be urged that a want 
of previous study is often compensated by a thorough insight 
into native habits, by a power of extracting tr^h from error ail^ 
falsehood, and by a well-tested experience, iflfd it must also bo 
said, that cases, turning on points of the above sort, are not tiio 
most numerous in Indian courts, and that after all, what we 
want to get at in India, is fact. But still the truth of the above 
is undeniable. Frequent occasions must and do arise, when on 
nice points of Hindu, Mussulman or mercantile law, depend largo 
sums of money, and a considerable amount of human happi- 
ness. There is not then any regular system, by which a public 
servant is brought up, and rendered fit for their adjudication. We 
will sum up the case, as it appears to us after a fair and honest 
consideration of its merits. A good, practical, common-sense 
man, “ par negotiis, neque suprk,’* who has passed through the 
grades of assistant, of magistrate, and of collector, is as well 
qualified to administer the Company s Criminal Law, as five- 4 
iJighths of the judges in any English colony to administer 
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their own. In all that relates to form, teohnicality, or pro. 
cedure, be is probably as close and systematic as the veriest 
legal martinet could wish. In a knowledge of the principles, 
on which crime is prohibited and punished, he cannot be said 
tojM^eficient. As a Civil Judge, he is fully competent to dis- 
pffseof cases on which landed interests depend. Into local and 
prescriptive customs, he ought to have acquired a fair insight; 
but, in a variety of other obvious cases, he lacks those fixed 
principles, those directing influences, without which be is left 
solely to the guidance of his own particular views, and may, 
if indolent or incompetent, instead of a decision guided by 
“ equity and good conscience/' give us one distinguished by in- 
justice, absurdity, and contradiction. 

The real remedy for this state of things is simple enough. 
At present, any civilian may aspire to a judgeship. If no defal- 
cation has ever taken place in his treasury ; if he is known to 
he regular in his attendance at office; if contumacy, careless- 
ness and gross incapacity are not attached to his name — he may 
fairly calculate on filling this coveted appointment, after a ser- 
vice of twenty years. A civilian, in the present day, attains to 
the dignity of the bench, because his digestion is unimpaired ; 
because his accounts have been correctly kept; because the 
commissioner, or the Sudder Board, have no one complaint to 
make against him ; because his seniors are judges; because his 
hair is gradually growing grey. But we submit that advanced 
years, moderate abilities, regular attendance at office, and sound 
health, are not precisely the qualifications, which should entitle 
any body to a seat on the bench. A judgeship should be given 
away on the principle of selection. Once admit this principle — 
^d' you obviate ^e-half the objections made on the score of 
inadequate lega*nttainments and general unfitness. Select 
Ridges for their talents, activity, and experience, precisely as 
you would select one man to be secretary to a Board, another 
to discharge some special duty of great importance, a third 
to conciliate or to awe some unruly tribes on the frontier, 
or some turbulent rajahs in an unsettled province, and a 
fourth to carry out some delicate mission at a foreign 
court. The importance of this remark will be recognized 
by every impartial observer. Once introduce this system — and 
wo secure talent undiramed by age, but sufficiently matured by 
experience ; emulation will be fostered, instead of inactivity 
and supineness; and an able servant of sixteen years standing 
will have every inducement to qualify himself for the judicial 
office by a careful study of the main principles of law. Nor 
would the transition from one branch to another, be under this 
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system, a very serious drawback. To weigh probabilities, to 
sift oonflictiDg claims, to detect the mis-statements of native 
subordinates, to defeat the aims of interested parties, to do 
justice in the midst of oppression, to display impartiality whero 
a whole population are eagerly seeking the advanceiwjt of 
their own private ends — is the business of every oflficer, wnfe*%- 
soever he may be placed — in the salt, in the opium, departments, 
or in an office where every thing is transacted by correspondence. 
And if the judicial mind be most signally displayed, in the 
skill, with which important facts are carefully picked out of 
endless masses of correspondence, and in the lucid order and 
arrangement, which can be given to a labyrinth of complex and 
involved statements, no man, be his office what it may, can 
have the slightest difficulty in finding ample opportunity for 
the exercise of this talent, in wading through, and extracting 
the pith of some case, which, from diminutive beginnings, has 
grown to a preternatural bulk, by a practice, which seems con- 
genial and familiar to a country, satirized, not without some 
reason, by Lord Brougham, as one, where men “ neither debate 
nor write, where eloquence evaporates in scores of paragraphs, 
and where the sparkling of wit and the cadence of rhyme are 
alike unknown.” 

The real truth, however, is, that shifting from one distinct 
branch to another, indiscriminately and without regard for the 
dissimilarity of the old and new appointment, does not take place 
to the extent, which is usually imagined : and wo are anxious 
here to correct an error into which many writers have not un- 
naturally fallen, while describing the intrinsic evils of our judi- 
cial system. We mean that of setting down all the present 
judges as men taken at random from any brarmh of the 8ervice^%» 
transferred from the weighment of salt, and*ho protection of 
opium, and the receipt of customs, to bo expounders of in? 
law, and oracles on the bench.' No doubt, till within a com- 
paratively recent period, men were occasionally shifted and 
changed, without much consideration of the relative connexion 
of their past and future appointments, compelled at short notice 
to undergo the most marvellous transformations, and promoted, 
just as the exigencies of the service, or their own supposed 
claims and unquestionable importunities, might appear to 
justify. Instances can doubtless be quoted of individuals, who, 
at various epochs in their lives, have respectively manufactured 
salt, packed opium cakes, digested or compiled huge reports as 
registers or secretaries, settled newly-acquired provinces, eluci- 
dated the causes of temporary discontents, scarcity, or rebellion, 
resided at the courts of Rojas or Nawabs, resumed or released 
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jagbirs, and dispensed, with apparent ease to tbemselves and 
satisfaction to their suitors, the awards of the civil and the 
criminal Law. But things have altered wonderfully in the last 
twenty years. The old commercial residencies with their silk 
andjuj^-worms have long since ceased : the last of the re- 
awllpTion officers has gone to his rest. Appointments are much 
less varied, and own some reciprocal connection. Nor is it 
quite correct to say, that there are no such things, as distinct 
lines of employment. The treasuries, the offices of account 
and audit, the customs, the agencies, salt and opium, are now 
filled by men, who have spent nearly all their lives in their 
respective departments, and who certainly do not look for 
promotion from any judicial source. The errors of former 
days, partly owing to the unsettled state of the service at the 
time, and partly to unavoidable causes, such as the positive 
want of good men, should not be quoted as instances of the 
present conditions and tenure of the judicial branch. Wo 
will endeavour to prove our assertions by a reference to the 
statistics of the three Presidencies. In Bombay, out of some 
one hundred and twenty-five civil servants, twenty are now 
filling the offices of judge, or of assistant judge, which they 
have filled almost since the commencement of their career. Col- 
lectors and assistant collectors are, in that Presidency, ej; officio 
Police magistrates and assistant magistrates, and dispose of 
small criminal cases, by orders and awards, from the very least of 
which there is an appeal to the higher court. But the sanctity 
of the judicial office is hedged round with somewhat of exclu- 
sive strictness. The experiment of training judges, by a long 
careful and uninterrupted course of the same work, may here 
said to have had its fair trial. In the Madras Presidency, 
there are twenty Civil and Sessions Judges, and ten subordinate 
^dges. The system, pursued in their selection and appoint- 
ment, is almost identical with that followed on the western 
side of India. A revenue officer may become a judge — his ex- 
perience in settlements and in native habits generally being just- 
ly deemed a fair preparation for the bench. But a judicial officer 
rarely, if ever, migrates into the revenue line. Thus, we main- 
tain, that, in these Presidencies, things are placed on a seeming- 
ly satisfactory basis. Those, who commence as subordinate and 
assistant judges, succeed after continuous training in one and 
the same line to the higher office of full judge. Those, who do 
go from the collectorate to the bench, though less versed in 
civil law, have the advantage of greater practical knowledge 
and greater familiarity with the village population. There is also 
just a chance that they may be better men. In Bengal Proper, 
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that is in the provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, the 
number of civilians, at this moment employed as judges of 
districts, is thirty. In nearly every instance, they are now car- 
rying on both civil and criminal business ; in one or two cases, 
they are additional judges for the expedition of oivir^^ars 
alone. We maintain that, if the major portion of their career 
has been passed in the Police and the Revenue departments, 
they are not liable to the reproach cast on them, that they have 
enjoyed no previous suitable training whatever. The statistics 
then stand as follows. Of the thirty, no less than twenty-four 
have been exclusively occupied as magistrates and collectors, 
as registers of zillah courts (in which capacity they used to 
decide civil suits), and as revenue officers employed in the 
settlement of a province, for more than twenty years. Of 
course some of these men may have been longer in one lino 
than in the other ; some have acquired greater experience, 
as quellers of crime and maintainers of public peace ; tho 
settlements of others, and their intimate acquaintance with 
the labyrinth of land tenures, have almost passed into pro- 
verbs. But twenty years, variously spent in detecting crime, 
m assessing revenue, or in deciding civil suits as registers, 
must, we submit, be taken as evidence of a fair and fitting 
preparation for the bench. Of the remainder, six judges have 
been employed for less than twenty years ; but all for more than 
ten, in these several lines, which, we again and again maintain, 
are auxiliary, and oven imperative, to judicial qualifications. Tins 
result has been attained by us after a careful scrutiny of the 
various appointments successfully filled by each of the officers 
now comprised in the foregoing list, for tho whole of their servic^^ 
Here and there we have, it must be confessed, detected an entr^ 
which showed, that the services of one of these gentlemen h%d^ 
been retained for the charge of an opium office for a few months. 
One man actually looked after the salt chowkies for six weeks or 
80, while the real incumbent was unavoidably absent. Another 
was, for the space of one year. Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 
A third was in the Treasury and Audit offices for eighteen 
months ; and so on in other cases. But tho lime, so spent, 
has been deducted by us from the average of twenty years 
in the one case, and of less than twenty in the other. Those, 
therefore, who have been most anxious for some uniformity 
of training, and some systematic preparation, must, we think, 
admit the unfounded nature of some of the complaints which 
have lately been uttered in memorials, and in letters and in 
leading articles, on the entire want of preparation of the Com- 
pany’s judges. In the Agra division of this Presidency, as wc 
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have already remarked, a civilian does not cease to be a magis- 
trate, because he is a collector. The two offices are united : and 
in provinces where there is less litigation, less systematic tyranny, 
and less unresisting helplessness, this double system, which 
Lord(((R^illiara Bentinck would fain have retained everywhere, 
is found to work efficiently and well. The training in Police 
and crime is therefore rarely interrupted, from the first day the 
assistant joins his first station, to the date when he is gazetted 
as judge. There are then in the upper division of this Presi- 
dency twenty-one civilians employed in judicial functions. It 
is gratifying to observe that, in the article of previous training, 
this division makes even a better show than its fellow. The 
shifting and changing have been less, and the nature of the 
duties more similar. Twenty of these officers have been, for 
periods of longer than twenty years, exclusively devoted to 
practical revenue, police, and judicial questions. One judge 
has been less than twenty, but more than ten years. And this 
makes up the tale. From either division it would be easy to 
select instances where, for the last ten years, the judge has 
never stirred from his particular post or district. The selec- 
tions for the Sadder Courts, which we have not included in the 
list, are made either from the best judges, or the best com- 
missioners, and proceed, never on the principle of seniority, 
always on that of positive merit; nor is the security for 
an uniform training in the generation of civilians, who arc 
only aspirants to the Mofussil bench, at all diminished, but the 
very reverse. Since tlfe separation of the Agra and the Ben- 
gal Governments, men are no longer whisked away from Chit- 
mgong to Saharunpore, or from Cuttack to Bareilly. Their ex- 
perience, attained by a careful study of a few similar localities — 
not of the habits and customs of men, as dissonant as the 
Bohilcund peasant or the Sunderbund fisherman — not of sys- 
tems so irreconcilable, as the village communities of Upper 
India and the vast zemindaries of Behar or Bengal — will fit them, 
if only selected with judgment, for these most important duties. 
The division of labour — the distinction of employments— is 
beginning to be practically acknowledged throughout. A great 
safeguard against capricious and arbitrary transfers exists 
too, in the difierence of salary, by which other appointments, 
not judicial, are paid. The Boards, the offices of audit, ac- 
count, and payj the customs, the two opium and the three 
salt agencies, the offices of commissioners in non-regulation 
districts, and, in a word, all the chief posts of eminence 
in the “ irregular ” departments, are remunerated by sala- 
ries, in most cases superior, in some equal, but in none 
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inferior, to that of Mofussil Judges. By these latter func- 
tionaries such lucrative posts may be contemplated with ad- 
miring despair. But there is little danger that their tenants 
will ever descend to administer law, and to mete out justice. 
To these posts, too, will be directed the ambition of allniJl^who 
are filling various “ outside ” appointments, not directly tending 
to one branch or the other, but simply requiring habits of indus- 
try and plain good sense. It is indeed most imperative that 
such should be the rule of procedure ; and such, though not 
absolutely recognized by law or by authority, is actually the 
plain state of the case. Surely, without a knowledge of our 
Police, choukidaree, and thanna systems; of the modes in which 
crime is detected, reported and investigated ; of the weight which 
may be attached to the evidence of headmen, or to the enquiries 
of officials — the best of English criminal lawyers would be at 
fault on a Mofussil bench. Nor without a similar oonversancy 
in land tenures, in rights of caste, in systems of native accounts, 
transfers, loans and mortgages, would the best lawyer, from 
either side of Westminster Hall, be able to tread his ground 
with a firm and confident step. What we require, it is freely 
confessed, is the fusion of the two qualifications — the local and 
practical knowledge, and the intellect disciplined by law — the 
experience in nationalities, and a familiarity with the main 
elements of jurisprudence. 

The discussion of the above questions brings us to the fa- 
mous “ Black Acts." The Act for the protection of judicial 
officers, being in reality, whatever may be the opinion as to its 
merits, unconnected with the other two, and having already 
become law, we shall waste no time upon it, but proceed ^ 
once to the law for trial by jury, and the still more importaiff^ 
one, which is to annihilate the exemption of Europeans frq||^ 
the local courts. The opposition, which the two latter have 
encountered, is no more than what might have been expected ; 
and if, in anxiety for the preservation of supposed rights, or in 
decrying legislation, in which they can have no direct interfer- 
ence, the press, or any portion of the public, have been led 
into somewhat of exaggeration, we cannot refuse our testi- 
mony to the undoubted spirit and energy displayed in the 
contest. Where changes of such magnitude are proposed, 
and interests so great are concerned, a temporary outburst 
of anger, or even individual abuse, may well nigh be for- 
given. The very intention of publishing Draft Acts in the 
Gazette is to attract comment, opposition, inquiry. In a coun- 
try, where neither the germ nor the spirit of representative 
Government exist, nor are likely to spring up for the next cen- 
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tury or so, the feelings of the community can only be represent- 
ed through the medium of the newspapers, or by direct appeal 
to Government. 

Now the grounds, on which opposition may be taken to the 
Bla^0.ots, appear to us to be two-fold. Either it is desirable that 
thef^ should be a privileged class spread and spreading over the 
country ; that a large body of Europeans should repeatedly 
visit our Civil and Criminal Courts, as prosecutors and witness- 
es, but never as defendants ^ that where they should freely 
contend for the preservation of their own rights, properties, 
and interests, there they should never answer for aggravated de- 
linquencies, and high crimes ; that, in short, in these days of 
iconoclasm, there should be one law and one set of judges for 
the native, and another for the adventurers from the west : — or, if 
it be conceded that class legislation is in these times inex- 
pedient ; that on every principle of abstract justice, settlers 
in this country should be subject to the laws, which bind its 
original inhabitants ; that great and needless expense must 
not be entailed on Government, nor the resources of the coun- 
try suffer by solemn mockeries, similar to the well-known Meerut 
case ; that exclusive privileges, which the rich native views with 
indignation, and the poor man cannot well understand, shall not 
hedge in the dignity of the British subject — then the excep- 
tion must stand on special grounds. Correct in principle, admi- 
rable in theory, conformable to the opinions of the most com- 
prehensive and enlightened jurists of all ages, emblem of that 
rigid impartiality which should illustrate the British rule above 
all others, the proposed enactments are, either from the inef- 
ficient condition of the Mofussil courts, or from practical objec- 
^Sfons to their working well, or even to their working at all, 
inexpedient, unjust, and impossible. An objection of this kind 
Appears to us the only one worthy of serious discussion. To 
argue on the indefeasible rights of Englishmen to English 
law in every quarter of the globe ; to call in question the power 
of the Imperial Parliament to grant to the Indian Government 
the right of legislating for every body, or the power of the 
Indian Government so to legislate under such authority ; tc 
declare that the tendency of the present enactment is to sub- 
ject Englishmen to the gentle mercies of a barbarous Mussul* 
man legislator: these arguments appear to us irrelevant and 
unworthy of the cause. Englishmen cannot carry about with 
them to every colony which they visit, ready packed up, the forms 
and the procedure of English jurisprudence, any more than 
they can carry with them the climate of Devonshire, the sanatory 
improvements of London, or the agricultural system of Nor* 
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folk and Hants. The Imperial Parliament can, practically, do 
any thing to \vhioh a majority of the houses may give their 
votes. The clause in the last Charter, respecting the power of 
an Indian Government to legislate for all persons whatever, 
cannot, with common impartiality, be interpreted in two^l^s. 
And any man may claim exemption from any remnant of the 
Muhammadan law, which may still disfigure our statute-books, 
by simply having recourse to a very well-known regulation 
of the year 1832. Leaving therefore this part of the subject, 
which has been most ably and conclusively discussed by the 
part of the Press most favourable to the present enactments, 
we proceed to notice the only just and tenable ground of op- 
position. It resolves itself into this. The principle and basis 
of the Acts being equitable and sound, is the country suited 
to such a change, and are the courts of law and the judges ca- 
pable of carrying it out ? 

It is unquestionably the duty of the philosopher and philan- 
thropist to assert the equality of all men in the eyes of the law, 
and the unbending rigidity of that justice before which all inter- 
ests and classes are the same. But we much doubt whether 
practically, in any country, this principle has been followed out. 
That more attention is excited, and more pains lavished, in a case 
where men of substance or position are involved, than in others, 
is unquestionable. The presiding judge, great as may be his 
anxiety to do justice in all cases, feels more deeply his respon- 
sibility, and endeavours to be more circumspect in his great oflBce. 

It is hardly in human nature to be otherwise. Similarly, to rise 
from the consideration of particular cases to legislation for a 
large class, it is most natural, and even most just, that, on a prq^ 
posal to subject Englishmen to the local courts of India, pub- 
lic attention should be powerfully excited, and legislation shouj^ 
ponder wisely and well. To the native, our courts, even such as 
they are, are far preferable to the anarchy and misrule, which ex- 
isted in the last days of Muhammadan sovereignty. Wo found 
the country parcelled out into divisions, where the will of the far- 
mer or the zemindar was absolute law. We placed the execu- 
tive power in the bands of the Nazim : we took it into our own 
hands when abused, and, to the duty of collecting the revenue, 
added that of punishing the evil-doer. The grossest abuses of 
the Mofussil courts are mainly the work of the native popula- 
tion. On the faults of its various classes, on the unprincipled 
violence and subornation of perjury by its zemindars, on the 
apathy of ryots rarely roused but in an unjust cause, and on 
the general want of truth and fair dealing which pervades every 
body and every thing, may be charged half the evils of any 
local jurisdiction. Zemindars have only to leave off their 
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litigation and their frauds, and Byots to combine against the 
robber and iie burglar, instead of combining against the tax* 
collector, for the gradual purification of justice, and the effectual 
putting down of crime. The evils of the courts will not be 
sw^l^away by any amount of individual energy, or by any 
comprehensive and legislative reform. They were created for 
the native : by him they have been polluted : and the remedy 
for their condition now lies in his hands. The European had 
nothing to do with their creation, their abuses, and their 
unexampled perjury, except, it must be admitted, so far as 
he for years has lent himself to the existing state of things, 
and fought his way in and out of court by the same wea- 
pons, and with even greater success than his native oppo- 
nent. Thus this passive acquiescence in a corrupt system 
for a series of years is now visited by punishment in the 
shape of all this present alarm and anxiety. We cannot fully 
admit the plea, so frequently put forward and so painful to 
contemplate, that, to save themselves, Europeans are obliged 
to comply with the existing customs, to meet unfair practices 
by similar ones, to fight the native with his own weapons, to 
bribe executive officers, and to pay largely for justice. This is 
tantamount to saying that honesty cannot be the best policy ; 
that openness and fair dealing are no match for cunning 
and craft ; that, in the contest of truth and falsehood, the for- 
mer must always give way. The unchangeable laws of the 
moral world have decreed it otherwise. No doubt, it is most 
difficult to strike into a path from which other men turn aside ; 
to be incorruptible where all around are corrupt ; to be proof 
^against the importunities of native bribe-seekers, the despon- 
^^ency of retainers, the secret influence produced by money co- 
piously disbursed ; to leave the zemindar to involve himself in 
a labyrinth of perjury, and to trust solely in the discernment 
of one individual, and in the justice of a cause. But we are 
quite certain that, with a few stipulations, the force of truth 
must prevail. Give us a stubborn and resolute Englishman, who 
will superintend his own case, and who will manifest, in its 
maintenance, a little of the Saxon energy and hardihood, which 
have opposed the Black Acts; an impartial magistrate, skilled 
in the vernacular, the locality, and the general habits of the 
natives ; a plea founded substantially on equity and right, and 
told in a plain fashion — and we will defy the zemindar to make 
good his encroachments, though favoured by all the wishes of 
the Police and the Amlas, supported by the prestige of heredi- 
tary influence, of venerated caste, of copious treasures, and back- 
ed by the perjury of a hundred venal tongues. 

Still, with all these admissions, the European should not h| 
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submitted to courts which differ widely from our own, without 
some regard to the remonstrances uttered by hinq^n the score 
of difference in religion, language, moral ideas, and posi- 
tion, as an original member of the nation to which India is 
entrusted, and of a society which is bound together b)3|^th. 
Notions based on the superiority of physical and intellectual 
organisation are not, even in legislation, to be hastily discarded. 
We must give to the plea put forward a most patient, anxious, 
and attentive hearing. But this hearing will best be secured by 
entering, not a general demurrer to the jurisdiction of the court, 
but by making out a special plea in bar of judgment. Wo 
therefore purpose to conclude this article by a few observations 
on the probable, or possible, working of the two remaining 
Black Acts. 

The first point that demands observation is, that one of the 
Acts renders British subjects amenable to all the criminal laws in 
force, and not merely to the jurisdiction of the Sessions Court, 
but to that of the magistrate, or court of first instance. And 
the next is, that, in the Jury Act, the trial by jury is apparently 
limited to cases of persons committed to the sessions. Now 
we have shown, in a previous part of this article, that a magis- 
trate, or any person vested with the powers of a magistrate, can 
sentence to three years’ imprisonment in cases of burglary, cat- 
tle-stealing, theft, or knowing reception of stolen goods; that 
in misdemeanors he can sentence to six months’ imprisonment 
with fine, commutable to labour, or with fine, and in default ot 
payment, to a further period of imprisonment ; that, tliougli 
these orders are subject to appeal and to revision, he can, in 
cases of petty thefts, imprison an offender for two montlis witl^^ 
out his order being subject to any appeal whatever ; and tha^^^ 
in one peculiar class of offences, ho can, at once and on 
spot, order the infliction of corporal punishment. If then, by 
one of the Acts, all persons arc to bo “ henceforth amenable to 
‘ the jurisdiction of the magistrates and Criminal Courts of the 
‘ East India Company, and may be apprehended, tried, and 
‘ punished by them respectively, according to the regulations 
‘ and acts now or hereafter to be in lorce, with an exception 
against the punishment of death — it would follow naturally 
that any European, apprehended for felony, or any offence above 
specified, might be tried by a magistrate, without jury, and sen- 
tenced at once to imprisonment for three years, buch, as the law 
stands in the draft, is the inevitable course of proceeding. Wo 
think that something more specific is needed. It is true that 
cases of felony, in which British subjects are defendants, have 

B I 
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not occurred in any number, and are not likely to occur in future 
even 8houldj||ie Black Acts become law to-morrow. But for 
any such difficulties the law ought to provide. Either it should 
be laid down, as a rule, that, in all cases of felony, or petty theft 
or ^j^ny offence where the magistrate now has jurisdiction 
over natives, the European defendant should have the privilege 
of committal to the sessions, with a regular and formal trial by 
jury — or the question should not be minced, and the magistrate 
should be distinctly empowered, without jury or assessors of any 
kind, to sentence Europeans to imprisonment in irons with hard 
labour for three years, subject to an appeal, — or to corporal 
punishment, subject to no appeal whatever ! 

We think that, for the present, corporal punishment should 
not be extended to Europeans. Cases, in which it may be re- 
quisite, are not likely to occur in many districts. And it is most 
imperative that due provision be made for taking the prelimi- 
nary investigation, and the actual trial of cases where British 
subjects are defendants, entirely out of the hands of any native 
deputy magistrate, Hindu, or Muhammadan. Our reasons for 
this are not based on any notions of impaired dignity, or lessen- 
ed consequence to the European, or the white face, who should 
stand accused at the bar of the dusky and turbaned judge. 
They spring solely from consideration of the probable inconve- 
nience to both judge and accused, of the possible obstructions, 
or the very stoppage of all proceedings whatever. It is no gra- 
tuitous assumption to say that a very good native magistrate may 
only be partially acquainted with English, and a European 
soldier or sailor not know ten words of the vernaculars of 
India. Let us imagine then some Scotch or English deserter to 
^Hkve wandered entirely out of his beat, to have found his way 
into one of the eastern districts of Bengal, to have there 
^mmitted a murderous assault, and, in consequence, to 
have been brought before the native in charge of the sub- 
division, whose knowledge of the English language and idiom 
had been solely drawn from Paradise Lost and the Spectator. 
To give reasons for the prevention of any such anomaly would 
serve rather to obscure than illustrate so obvious a request. 
But the scene, likely to take place on such an occasion, may be 
found, in anticipation, in that part of Marryatt's amusing story 
— The Pacha of many tales — where the English sailor, who had 
scattered the Turkish slaves like chaff, until overpowered by the 
sailor’s natural failing, is brought into the presence of the 
three-tailed dignitary seated in his divan. 

We will however suppose that Europeans are not to be disposed 
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of, before one individual ‘‘ according to the Reg^tions in Acts 
now or hereafter to be in force/* by a summary aw®d, without re- 
ference to a jury. We will imagine their cases not to be entrust- 
ed to the award of any officer, “ however styled, who has autho- 
rity to exercise all or any of the powers of a magistra'!^’ we 
will, in short, pre-suppose the case to have been thoroughly sift- 
ed by the magisterial officer, in his capacity as head of the Po- 
lice, the witnesses to have been examined, the calendar to have 
been prepared with accuracy, the defendant to have been in- 
formed of the nature of the charges against him, and the 
case made over, whole, entire, and ripe for adjudication, 
to the court of the Sessions Judge. The time is then 
come, when the working of the Jury Act can bo tested. The 
obvious and natural remark caused by a perusal of the Draft, 
is, that exceptions taken against no less than ten different 
classes of society as not qualified to servo on juries, will 
leave absolutely no one qualified to well and truly try, and 
true deliverance make, between the Honourable Company and 
the prisoner at the bar. The disqualification comprehends 
almost every Government servant, either covenanted, or uncove- 
nanted; officers connected with the judicial line, with the revenue, 
with the post office, with the colleges and schools ; the entire 
body of military men ; and every one in short who, by birth, 
education, or impartiality, might, in this country, be supposed a 
fit person for the duties of a juryman. As the Draft now stands, 
a stray opium agent, or an assistant in the excise or salt depart- 
ments, may occasionally be caught for the duty. The other 
places must, apparently, be filled by natives. Yet it is most 
easy to suppose a very probable case, where a jury, compo?^^ 
mainly of Hindus or Muhammadans, would be most unfitted 
to sit on a British subject charged with a grave offer*^ 
Let us conceive a planter to be accused of a very serious 
crime, the punishment to which might, on conviction, extend 
to seven years* imprisonment. The natives would natur- 
ally object to see his case in the hands of twelve, or five, other 
planters, possessed of similar interests, prejudices, antipathies 
and likings, and of a fellow-feeling towards a man, whose 
unfortunate case was their's yesterday, and might be their’s again 
to-morrow. Yet, on the other hand, no sane person would 
seriously recommend that such an offender should be tried by 
a jury of twelve, or five, native landholders, ready to wreak on 
an individual scapegoat the treasured wrongs, the imputed 
injuries, and the rankling joafousy of twenty years. It wdl 
be said in answer to this, that one section of tlic Act empowers 
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the Governor- General in Council to suspend the operation of 
the law in tho^districts, where there is not a sufficient number of 
inhabitants qualified to furnish a jury ; and that another empowers 
the ju^e to suspend the verdict, and refer the case to the Sudder. 
Oiivj0\y is, that Section XV. is likely to become the only practi- 
cal and working section of the law. It is certainly possible that 
in Lahore, Delhi, Agra, Meerut, or a few other populous towns, 
an independant and respectable jury may be collected to try 
Europeans charged with felonious offences ; but it is quite 
certain that, in eighteen out of twenty other districts, there will 
either not be a sufficient number of qualified inhabitants at all, 
or those, deemed qualified by the collector, who is to make out 
the yearly list, will be found such as the prosecutor or the pri- 
soner may most lawfully challenge on the grounds of interested 
motives, partiality, connection, intimacy, hostility, or other 
valid reasons. It will be the old fable, where the grey hairs are 
plucked out by one party and the black hairs by another. The 
number of jurymen will gradually melt away, or their verdict 
be set aside as unjust, and the Act become a dead letter. 

But in so important an Act as the present, it is necessary 
to make provision for other difficulties. The accused British 
subject may not know six words of the native language. The 
evidence may be entirely taken down in the vernacular. Who 
is to interpret to the prisoner the evidence against him ? Is 
the magistrate, or the judge, to perform this most important 
duty ? Can the person, supposed to be weighing with the 
utmost attention the discrepancies and the shades and the 
preponderance of testimony, be expected satisfactorily, without 
bms, and without distraction of mind, to turn from Urdu into 
^mglish a long screed of native testimony, to give to ques- 
ygns no more than their due signifiqance, to epithets and 
turns of expression not more or less than their real and 
actual weight ? It is, we think, imperative that the Act 
should contain full and ample provision for the appoint- 
ment, duties, and remuneration of a qualified interpreter, in 
cases where the European may know little or nothing of the 
native languages, or where, though himself a practical linguist, 
he may desire the appointment of such a functionary. Without 
this the Act is manifestly incomplete. No judge in an impor- 
tant case can be trusted to interpret evidence to the defendant, 
or would wish to be so trusted, even were it otherwise un- 
objectionable. 

The attempt to meet the difficulty of finding a sufficient 
number of jurymen, by lowering their total from twelve to 
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five, appears to us of doubtful expediency. There is some* 
thing in the number twelve endeared to Engli^tmeii by the 
experience of ages, and by a hundred recollections. If trial 
by jury is to be altered in any way, we had far rather see it 
abolished at once. AVe should prefer, for the trial of a ^^^ish 
subject, a court composed of three judges, of known impartia- 
lity, skill in the languages, and judicial minds. We do not think 
that any man would reasonably object to entrust his person, 
or his cause, to the decision of such a number of his country- 
men, untinged by partiality, and only desirous of doing that 
justice to a case, which its merits, or its high interests, demanded. 
It may be urged that to assemble three judges for the trial of 
one Englishman would be the retention of that very incon- 
venience, which it is the object of the present change to abolish. 
Two of the judges would have to leave their own districts, and 
travel a hundred miles or so, in order to sit on the case. But 
this would be a minor evil compared to the present system, 
under which the prosecutor, the defendant, and the witnesses on 
both sides, may have to travel on any fine day from Lahore 
to Calcutta. Nor is it, after all, a very great hardship that two 
Europeans should lay their daks, and travel for a couple of 
nights, to sit on a case, which could not be protracted in any 
instance beyond a week. The three judges might sit either 
with or without the jury. With a scrutinizing press, with pub- 
lic observation, and an appeal to the Nizamut, there could be 
no fear of any substantial injustice. 

This consideration leads us to notice one or two special 
objections, lately made against the body of Civil and Ses- 
sions Judges throughout the country, in connection with 
these now famous Acts. The judges, it is said, are anxious 
transport Englishmen. The judges want independence, tru^^ 
kle to a despotic Government, or are liable, for mere impa'^^ 
tiality, to reproof, suspension, or removal. The former objec- 
tion, it is difficult to conceive, as having been made in sober 
seriousness. Surely we need not labour to vindicate our 
countrymen from a charge, which would suppose them lost to 
all sense of patriotism and of honour, the prey of rancorous 
and hateful passions, prostituting their power to the extinction 
of all national feeling, of that impartiality they are sworn to 
observe, or to the gratification of a mere idle whim, iortu- 
nately this charge has been hitherto supported by mere asser- 
tion, and, considering the probabilities of the case, a mere 
assertion should be as powerful to rebut it. But, to make goo(l 
so gross an attack, was there no possibility of ransacking and 
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bringing up instances in which Europeans, not British sub- 
jects, had be#i unjustly accused, tried, and convicted before 
the Mofussil Courts ? Natives of Germany, of France, of Por- 
tugal, of Italy and of Switzerland, have been, for years past, 
engupd in business in the Mofussil in various lines, subject 
to like passions, interests, and inconveniences, as the English- 
man, subject to exactly the same laws, as the native. To their 
hands have been committed factories as flourishing, interests as 
important, and territories as vast, as those committed to his. 
Their passions have been as vehement and excitable : their sense 
of personal honour or indignity as keen. To them, accustomed 
to the comforts, or even the luxuries, of a western climate, 
imprisonment in this temperature, in the next cell to a gang of 
burglars or dacoits, would have brought with it discomfort and 
degradation, such as the judges of Auvergne or of Franconia 
would have shuddered to contemplate. They might equally 
claim the privileges of a white skin, a western education, 
and a physique unaccustomed to confinement in the tropics, 
though debarred from expatiating on Magna Charts, and 
the indefeasible and inalienable rights of true Britons. One 
instance, in which a lively Frenchman, or a phlegmatic Ger- 
man had been, on some false accusation, summarily seized and 
thrust into durance, or harassed by excessive bail, had then 
been brow-beaten and bullied during the proceedings, debarred 
from advice or counsel, obstructed in his defence, and finally, 
to satiate the malice of his adversaries and the whim of the 
judge, subjected to close and cruel imprisonment, such as 
shortened his days, or undermined his constitution, would be 
worth all the random assertions, and the dismal anticipations 
the world. The case is, however, just the other way. 
The subjection of Europeans, other than Englishmen, to 
flie jurisdiction of the local courts, has only had the effect 
of rendering them more orderly and circumspect in their gene- 
ral conduct, more amenable to reason and to law. The few 
criminal cases, in which they have stood as defendants at the 
bar, have been marked by the most scrupulous attention to the 
spirit and letter of the Acts, by a clear field, and a manifest 
anxiety to sift the matter to the bottom. Most readers may 
remember the case, in which a Colonel Solano, a native of 
Spain, was shot, in the district of Arrah, about four years ago 
by an European, not a British subject, who was for this crime 
arraigned, tried, convicted, and sentenced to seven years’ impri- 
sonment by a Company's judge. In that case there were no 
unseemly hurry, no glaring illegalities, and no anxiety to con- 
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Tict. We could mention some half a dozen other instances of 
proceedings in like cases similarly moderate and fair. There 
IS no reason why Mofussil judges should be anxious to have 
one man transported, because he comes from Somersetshire, and 
to let off another, because he comes from the Landes, or tl^^lj^ys 
de Vaud. Were the Black Acts to become law to-morrow, oases 
of accused Europeans would be hardly more frequent in our 
courts than they are now. There might be, we dare say, some 
little outcry and excitement on the occurrence of a really seri- 
ous charge against a British subject. But it would come with 
far more reason from the natives, who might have cause to 
complain of the exceeding leniency and moderation evinced 
to one not of their caste and colour. 

Next, as to the want of independence on the part of Com- 
pany 8 judges. If by this term is meant that the judges do 
not appoint and create themselves, but are appointed by and 
responsible to the local Executive Government, the statement is 
most correct. They are certainly responsible to the high au- 
thority, by which they were created, and by which, for esta- 
blished misconduct, they may be removed : and undoubt- 
edly this, as a bare fact, tells strongly against their inde- 
pendence. But, on the other hand, why should it be 
supposed that truckling to power is a characteristic of Eng- 
lishmen on the bench, any more than it is of Englishmen 
employed in other professions, of lawyers, of men engaged in 
trade and commerce, or of the members of the fourth estate ? 

A sturdy Saxon hardihood, a well known hatred of coer- 
cion, an inextinguishable pride in proving their judgment to 
be unfettered, mark, we are proud to think, the British stib** 
ject in every profession and walk of life. It belongs to me^^ 
of the sword, of the pen, and of the toga, as well as to me^^ 
who are carrying into a distant colony, and in some arduous 
private undertaking, the characteristio and inherent energies 
of their race. But we would fain vindicate the aspersed cha- 
racter of our countrymen by an appeal to admitted facts. It 
13 notorious, that, in civil cases, the Government is the most 
unfortunate client that ever appears in court. Unwilling to 
press a doubtful or questionable claim, it is made the butt and 
scope of every sort of interested feeling, of grasping rapacity, 
of protracted litigation. In the eyes of the presiding judge 
it finds no sort of favour ; from the hands of an unsuccessful 
opponent it obtains no mercy. Appeal is thrust on appeal by 
men, who are well aware that there is no chance of a bias 
against them, and no doubt, incase of success, as to the cventiml 
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realization of their dues. Nothing is so unlucky as for Govern- 
ment to manifest the slightest interest in the issue of any 
case. It rouses the vigilance of the presiding functionary, 
and causes no qualms in the breast of the rival claimant. For 
projglPwe would simply refer to the yearly report, printed and 
pumished by the Company’s Legal Remembrancer. In that \?ill 
be found the tale of Government suits, where, if the number of 
successful claims is fairly proportioned, it will be recollected 
that they were based on the moat substantial right and the most 
irrefragable evidence. But it will be seen that reasonable suits 
have been abandoned, solely because the head of this or that 
department was unwilling to exhibit Government any longer in 
the position of suitor. As to criminal trials, the almost uni- 
versal cry throughout every zillah is, that convictions are 
unattainable, that evil doers are all released, and that too much 
leniency is practised. Nor, we think, can any person point to 
an instance, where a judge or magistrate has been removed 
from his post, because he erred on the score of mercy, or was 
supposed to run counter to the interests of the state. 

We must add a few words more on the state of perjury in 
our courts. We admit that, when once the passions of the 
tenantry are roused, there is no limit to the amount of per- 
jury ; that even a true case is often supported by venal evi- 
dence ; and' that no native, high or low, would have a moment’s 
doubt or hesitation in charging an European antagonist with 
every imaginable offence, if he thought it would tend in the 
slightest degree to his own advantage. The result would be 
exactly the same, even if fifty judgeships on this side of India 
^[vere to be filled to-morrow by fifty of the most brilliant 
pleaders from Westminster Hall. To hear men talk of per- 
jury in the Mofussil, it might really be supposed that every 
lie uttered carried conviction with it, and that falsehood and 
oppression never met with their due reward. But here again 
we confidently appeal to figures and facts. In every statement, 
such ns are monthly submitted from every district in the 
country, will be found a column devoted to cases where the 
original plaintiff has been punished for a false suit. A further 
enquiry will suggest that, in other instances, the presidinj; 
officer after a close sifting of charges and counter-chargesi 
wearied with ineffectual endeavours to ascertain the exaci 
residuum of truth in the caldron of falsity, has preferreti 
the safer course of acquitting of everything all the par* 
ties accused : and a still further enquiry will show dozens o 
suits, which were dismissed at once, and on the spot, as toi 
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gross for protracted discussion, and too ridiculous for belief. 
Jlor does the preceding enumeration make any allowance for the 
not unfrequent reversion, on appeal, of the convictions passed by 
the court of first instance. Perjury has in fact to run the gauntlet 
through a very considerable number of chances. With 
tionary, to whom perjury, and concocted evidence, and cases 
wholly got up, are nothing so very new; with tlie possibility 
of punishment being meted out to an unfounded charge ; with 
the chance that an improbable case will be summarily dis- 
missed from the file, without the slightest prospect or possibility 
of restoration ; and with a graduated system of appeal, where 
every thing favours the accused appellant, and punishment 
may be mitigated, but can never be enhanced — a false tale, to 
win credence and ensure its object, must indeed be framed 
with uncommon artfulness, and prosecuted with more than 
ordinary care. That perjury causes endless toil to all parties — 
that it vexes the innocent, harasses the judges, renders justice 
protracted, makes the heart sick by hope delayed, and demoralizes 
the population generally, is unquestionable. That it is usually 
successful, we deny. The speculators in this unhallowed lottery 
will confess, to their sorrow, that they must draw many blanks 
for one single prize. 

The length, to which this article has extended, precludes 
further examination of this interesting and much canvassed 
subject. The Black Acts will probably pass eventually, but, wo 
hope, only in the llegulation provinces at first. They should bo 
moreover remodelled with more than common circumspection, 
preceded by a revision of certain parts of our Criminal Code, 
and by a recognition of merit, in preference to seniority, as 34-^^ 
claim to the bench. We will endeavour in conclusion to sum 
up our wants in a short space. The Jury Act must be morei^ 
closely defined. While the House of Commons are only now 
debating on the propriety of permitting magistrates at homo 
to exercise summary jurisdiction, without a jury, in cases of 
petty larceny, where the property is under a shilling’s value, 
it should not be left in uncertainty whether Indian magistrates 
are to try Europeans for felony with or without a jury, or 
whether they are to try them at all. Every British subject, 
accused of any felonious crime, whatever be the amount of 
property, or the extent of punishment, or the degree of aggra- 
vation in the case, "must be tried only by a judge or judges 
of twenty years’ experience. No jury of five natives should* 
ever sit on a British subject. There must be full and ample 
provision made for the explanation of the charges to the 
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accused, for the prosecution of the case on the part of the 
Company by some qualified public officer, and not by a private 
individual, for the interpretation of the evidence, for all the 
admitted and customary privileges of the defendant, and for 
evmjp other reasonable contingency. All doubtful and vague 
pr^isions, existing in the present Criminal Code, must be abo- 
lished, and no such incongruity be suffered to remain, as that 
which says that any offence, not punishable by any distinct 
law, may be punished by a futwa from the law officer, undei 
the “ General Regulations.” As little as possible should be lefi 
to the interpretations of private judgment, and the wisdon 
of Executive Courts. At this same favourable opportunity, 
the present principle of appeal should be so far modified, that 
superior courts should be directed not to re-try the case, ag 
they almost invariably do. They should remand it for fur- 
ther evidence or explanation, call for enquiry on obscure 
points, reverse at once, where the decision is against the law, 
or in the teeth of the recorded testimony ; but they should not 
where every thing is done with correctness and formality 
reverse a decision, because their estimate of the precise value 
of the written evidence happens to differ from that of the 
officer, before whom it was both spoken and written down. 
Lastly, we require a distinct recognition of the true and just 
principle, that every judge shall be a selected officer. This is 
the key-stone of the whole edifice. The nature of the Indiar 
service is such, that men can scarcely be reserved whole anc 
entire, from the first day of their service, for the duties of on( 
single line ; and we have attempted to show that a revenu( 
and Police apprenticeship is by no means a bad qualificatior 
^^for the bench. The Company’s judge is not, however, tb( 
^pnly Indian official, in whom various characters are united 
Do we not see Queen’s judges in these dependencies com 
pelled to turn their mind, in rapid succession, to those various 
complicated, and extensive departments of the learned profes 
sion, to each of which, in England, are separately devoted th( 
entire energies of the most able intellects, and the undividec 
attention of the longest professional lives ? May not the bar 
rister at the Presidency be metamorphosed from the Chambei 
Counsel, to the Old Bailey practitioner — from Special pleade 
to Equity draftsman — from Nisi prius counsel to Civilian in th 
Ecclesiastical Court ?* Are these transformations more strang' 
or horrifying than those of an Indian Civil and Sessions Judge 

* These remarks were suggested by an able article in the Times of Febniary last- 
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whose Police investigations have taught him the consideration 
due to the native subordinates, and the value of Police enqui- 
ries, and whose great experience in land revenue enables him 
to decide with certainty on complicated questions of reiv^ro- 
perty ? No man can fairly appreciate tlie tempt at ioitlllthe 
vices, and the license of the Darogah and the great features of 
crime, who has not presided, for at least some seasons, over the 
Executive Police of a large and populous district. No man 
can be at home in a vast quantity of civil cases, if he is not 
familiar, by close and assiduous attention, with the ins and outs 
of some “ crack collectorate.” It is idle to talk of system and 
legality, and familiarity with the general maxims of jurispru- 
dence, where there is no acquaintance with the vernacular, no 
insight into native habits, and no familiarity with the hopes 
and fears of the villager. It is equally futile to assert that 
any amount of local experience, any knowledge of detail, any 
realization of the household and domestic life of Hindu or 
Mussulman, can compensate for the absence of a due propor- 
tion of legal knowledge. What is wanted is a plan, by which a 
judgeship shall be made the reward of discriminating industry 
and of positive merit, not the haven of laborious incapacity 
or of plodding inotfensivencss. We desire an arrangement, by 
which a set of men, chosen for those qualities which would 
illustrate and adorn any bench, shall administer a revised and 
purified code, with just such acquaintance with a set of stand- 
ard authorities, and a number of recognised precedents, as 
shall ensure decisions, marked by uniformity and sound sense. 

It may be that this auspicious reformation is reserved for the 
present head of this empire : and the statesman, who humblel^^ 
the Khalsa, annexed the Punjab, and gave us the long pro- 
mised peace, may yet be distinguished for internal relbnns ail^ 
measures of progression, and may add to the discernment and 
the prompt decision of a Wellesley, the fearless spirit and iho 
pure philanthropy of a Bentinck.* 


• This Article was written before the receipt of the news, thnt the Black Acts hafl 
been suBpended by orders from the Home HUthorilies. It ih satisfactory to find, that, 
by them also, Indm is not yet consultred riiie for the Black Acts Let ns hope, 
that they well set thembulves vigorously to bring about this desired consumma- 
tion.— [E d.] 
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Abt. VI . — General Orders by the Commander-^in- Chief, 
1849 - 50 . 

I|^f7e may judge from the tone of the General Orders, 
which Sir Charles Napier has, from time to time, issued, since 
he became Commander-in-Cbief in India, it would appear 
that the estimate, which this distinguished soldier has formed 
of the discipline and character of the native array of this 
Presidency, is not altogether so favourable as those inter- 
ested in the honor and credit of the service could wish. 
The disparaging terms, in which he wrote of the native 
regiments, which came under his observation at Lahore, in his 
famous Mian Mir order, are, of course, fresh in public recol- 
lection. In a still later order — on the subject of leave 
to officers — he has observed, with reference to native regi- 
ments, that “ the state of discipline is such as to demand 
every exertion, in every officer, to bring it to that perfection, 
which it ought to attain and there are few of his late orders, 
in which some equally unmistakeable indication of the opinion, 
which he has formed, may not be discovered. 

The confession is one, which we record with regret, and 
which many will no doubt read with anger : but we are dis- 
posed to think that there is much in the present state of the 
native army to justify the estimate, which Sir Charles Napier 
has formed of its character and discipline, and the censure 
which he has expressed. 

No body knows better than we do, how much may be urged 
in extenuation. We admit the fatal paucity of European 
officers; the harassing, and too often unsoldierly, duties exacted 
^vora native troops ; their constantly recurring and lengthened 
absences from regimental head-quarters, and consequently from 
European supervision ; the absurd system, by which promotion 
to the commissioned and non-commissioned ranks is too often 
regulated; the stony-heartedness of invaliding committees, 
and a host of other extenuating circumstances. But all these 
causes are innocuous in some regiments, and fail to produce 
any irremediable evil effect ; and therefore they cannot l>e 
admitted as affording a valid excuse for an unsatisfactory state 
of discipline in the mass. Other causes must be looked for: 
and we propose, in the present article (as far as lies in our 
power), to trace them, and to enquire how their future opera- 
tion may be, if not altogether stopped, at least diminished and 
retarded. 

Sir Charles Napier’s orders have pointed mainly to regi- 
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mental commanding officers, as the parties, who are to blanoe 
for what is amiss. The justice of his opinion will hardly be 
disputed. The fact is notorious that, as a general rule — a rule 
however with many noble exceptions — the seniors of this i 
army are incompetent. Nothing is easier to be acl^nt- j 
ed for. Nine- tenths of those, to whom the discipline or our 
native army is immediately entrusted, are men greatly ad- 
vanced in life — men of from thirty- five to forty-five years’ 
Indian service. This is of itself enough to account for alo^ost 
any amount of incompetency, if wo consider how early men 
a(je in India, and what trials the constitution goes through, in 
the course of thirty or forty years’ Indian residence. 

But there are also other causes. A great many of our com- 
manding officers have spent all their younger and best days in 
callings, widely different from that of regimental, or even mili- 
tary, officers ; in the civil departments of the army, such as 
the Pay and Audit, Commissariat, and Stud departments; or 
perhaps in purely civil or political employment. Wo could 
name several instances of very late occurrence, in which each 
of the departments above-mentioned has contributed a com- 
manding officer to the Bengal infantry. Such employmeat 
does not perhaps necessarily incapacitate a man for regimental 
command, but its effect in nine cases out of ten is to do so. 
At page 925 of the Pay and Audit Regulations of 1H45, a very 
curious table, illustrative of our argument, is to be seen, show- 
ing on the attainment of what regimental rank certain stuff 
and civil situations require to be vacated by the incumbents; 
in other words, ac what rank a man is considered to becouao 
fit for nothing but regimental duty 1 Thus all Deputy dudg^jl^ 
Advocates, Deputy Commissaries, Barrack-Masters, Deputy^ 
Pay-masters, Land or River Surveyors, Clothing-Board Srjg^ 
cretaries, &c. &c., are required to rejoin their regiments on 
attaining the rank of Major regimentally ; and Army-Clothing, 
Gunpowder, and Gun-carriage Agents, first Assistants to Roisi- 
dents. Principal Assistants in civil charge of districts, &c. &c., 
on arriving at the rank of regimental lieutenant-colonels^ 

It would be idle to say how totally foreign to the duties 
required of a regimental commanding officer must be tho 
training, afforded by long service in any such appointments^as 
these — or what a novice, in all military matters, the jt#x- 
Clothing Agent, or Ex Pay-master, must return to their re;^i- 
ments ; and yet, as we have observed, it is from men of this 
class that regimental commanding officers are very generally 
recruited. Is it wonderful, then, that the effects of such a 
system should have become appareut to the eagle eye of the 
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Commander-in-Chief, or that he should express himself of the 
native army in terms, the reverse of complimentary ? 

But Sir Charles Napier has not pointed to the inefficiency 
of commanding officers only, as accounting for the relaxed 
statQgfi' discipline, which he complains of. His remarks are also 
pointed at lower game — at the inferior agents in maintaining 
regimental efficiency, the officers commanding companies. In 
his orders he recognizes the “ ability, zeal, and good feeling 
towards their men of this class ; but he evidently considers 
them deficient in other essential qualifications of officers. In 
this estimate Sir Charles does them, we think, as a class, even 
more than justice. For ourselves, we are inclined to doubt, 
if professional zeal is by any means a general characteristic of 
the junior ranks of officers of this army. We are aware that 
a great amount of spurious zeal is common enough ; a sort 
of zeal, which expends itself in great exertions to procure for 
a corps the reputation of having first-rate regimental institu- 
tions, a first-rate Band, Mess, and Billiard-table, and giving first- 
rate parties, &o. In every regiment, too, will be found, 
amongst the twelve or fourteen officers, composing its effec- 
tive strength, one or two, whose zeal takes a more legitimate 
direction ; men who give themselves up, heart and soul, to the 
improvement of their men, and to acquiring for their regi- 
ments the reputation of being well-dressed, well-drilled, well- 
disciplined, and ready for any service. Nay, we could name 
some regiments, in which a laudable spirit of this kind per- 
vades more or less the entire body of officers. But these are 
the exception, not the rule: and, as we write not to conceal 
keep out of sight what we feel to be amiss in the service, 
Dut in the hope that to expose it with a bold and fearless 
Ji^nd may be to procure its correction and amendment, wo 
have little hesitation in saying, that a ready, consistent, cheer- 
ful and energetic spirit in performing the regimental duties 
of the service is not by any means so commonly to be found 
as it ought to be : but that, on the contrary, a thoughtless in- 
difference to their duty, and to the credit and reputation of 
their service, is a far more common characteristic of the sub- 
ordinate ranks of the Bengal army at the present day. 

We are quite disposed to make great allowances for the in- 
difference and apathy, which we lament. Regimental duties — un- 
der no circumstances, it may be supposed, very interesting — must 
always be particularly distasteful in a climate like that, which we 
live in, and in a service where men and officers, from difference 


• Tide his General Order disbanding the 66th Regiment N. 1. 
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of race, have necessarily so few feelings in common. Who 
cannot understand how sickening must be the everlasting 
routine of parade^ under perhaps some superannuated relic of 
the last century, incompetent (as we once heard said of an 
officer, who has since been decorated and honoured) to m^oeu- 
vre a “ naick and four ” ? — or the daily investigatlill of 
petty complaints and grievances (often imaginary, and in- 
volving, in nine cases out of ten, some paltry question of annas 
and pice), such as our Hindustani sepoys are so delighted 
to pour into the ear of their European officer, if they are only 
80 fortunate as to get hold of one, whose sense of duty compels 
him to listen to them ? and who cannot appreciate the disgust, 
which must be inspired in the mind of an English gentleman 
by the deceit, lying, and trickery on the part of the native 
soldiery, which such confidences almost invariably disclose? 
Let us not undervalue either the unceasing disgust and an- 
noyance, which the native propensity to “ eye-service” must 
be productive of. Regimental officers assert that they cannot 
rely, in the smallest degree, on even a show of discipline and 
smartness being kept up by their men, when away from Euro- 
pean supervision ; and the officers of our best-disciplined corps 
will avow, that they feel the reputation of their regiment to 
be Imperilled, whenever they detach even a corporal and four 
from regimental head-quarters. 

We lately came across a passage in one of the numbers of 
the East India United Service Journal — a publication, unhap- 
pily perhaps for the service, long since defunct — which, though 
written sixteen years ago, expresses so well another plea in 
extenuation of the apathy of the regimental officers of this 
army, at the present day, that we need make no apology 
transcribing it at length. It is as follows : — 

“ But the principal cause, which leads officers to feel dfl^ 

* satisfied with their situation, and which consequently materi- 

* ally diminishes the interest, which they ought to take in their 
‘ regiments, is this: they feel that they are slightly considered 
‘ in India ; that, whatever may be the relative positions of 
‘ others, that of the reginmntal officer is ever last. Whom do 
‘ the great ones of the land, the men in power and authority, 

‘ ‘ delight to honour’ ? Who, on all occasions of ceremony, is 
' distinguished by precedence and favourable notice ? Assured- 
‘ ly not the regimental officer. In European armies, the Etat 
‘ Major, corresponding to the Adjutant General’s and Engineer’s 

departments, are deservedly from their (supposed at all events) 

* superior attainments, considered the foremost of the array ; 

but in India how wide is the range of the * staff !’ There is 
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‘ not an individual^ who builds a barrack, feeds a bullock, pro, 

* vides ghee and gram, et hoc genus omne, who is not called under 

* this style, and considered first in place and favour, as well as 

* in emolument. Are these, the regimental officer asks himself 

* th^people,whom the native soldier will follow, when the Rus- 

* siTOs are clustering on the Indus ? Surely not. He feels 
' that he is the working member of the hive : he knows that it 
‘ has been well said by Sir John Malcolm that the captains 
‘ and subalterns, of all armies the pillars, may, in India, be 
‘ called the pillars of the State : he knows all this, and feels, 
‘ Ego feci, iulit alter honores, 

“ If he looks to another service, he sees that the subaltern 
‘ of twelve or fourteen years’ standing ranks only with the wri- 

* ter, who is at college; while the civilian, who came out in the 

* same ship with him, is taking rank with lieutenant-colonels. 

It is therefore not surprising, however lamentable, that 

* the regimental officer should too frequently give up in disgust 

* the proper spirit of a soldier, which should make him glory 
‘ in his profession, and feel a pride in his service, his regiment, 

‘ and his own situation. It is not surprising, however lamentable, 

* that he should wish to escape from irksome duty, where good 

* conduct brings no applause, and to step aside from the thorny 

* path to some quiet retreat, where all the best energies of a 

* soldier are too often lost for ever.’’^ 

We may smile, in the year 1850, at the writer’s hint of the 
probability of the Russians “ clustering on the Indus but, 
in all other respects, the passage is a wonderfully true repre- 
sentation of what is passing at the present day. 

But there is another reason, which, in our opinion, has tend- 
more than all the rest put together, to produce the state of 
dkcipline, which Sir Charles Napier censures. We allude to 
rne enormous and ever-increasing number of staff appoint- 
ments, open to the military officers of the Bengal Presidency. 
So numerous have these become, that scarce one officer in fifty 
is content now-a-days to sit down and devote himself, heart 
and soul, to the dull, and comparatively unremunerative, 
drudgery of regimental servitude. ^ On the contrary, almost 
all are actuated by the very natural desire of obtaining em- 
ployment away from their regiments, where their allowances 
will be better, their independence greater, and their impor- 
tance and responsibility often immeasurably increased. It is 
rare in a regiment to find any one officer, who does not che- 
rish the hope — well or ill-founded as the case may be — of 
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obtaiDing extra regimental employment. The effect of this 
expectation is to disturb and unsettle the mind, and to pro- 
duce indifference to the immediate and legitimate duties of 
the profession. Nor unhappily does the complaint attack 
only the lazy and inefficient — those who, under no c5^|jni- 
stancea, could be brought to apply themselves to their duty : 
its evil effects make themselves felt in even a greater degree 
in the best-disposed and most energetic. The latter, burning 
with an honorable and laudable desire to bring to notice the 
qualifications for public employment, which they feel them- 
selves to possess, are depressed, and their zeal and energy 
damped beyond measure, to see their claims constantly post- 
poned and set aside, in favour of the idle, the dissolute, the 
inefficient, of their brother officers, because these happen to 
possess ‘‘interest’^ with “the powers that be.’^ 

We are not solitary in our views in this subject. We are 
supported by an authority, no meaner than that of a prede- 
cessor of Sir Charles Napier in the Commander-in-Chiefship ; 
we allude to the late Sir Edward Paget, who gave the follow- 
ing remarkable evidence before a committee ot* the House of 
Commons : — 

“ One of the most objectionable points, that I observed in 
‘ the system of Bengal, was the way in which officers wore 
i ‘ taken from their corps to Jill up all sorts of situations, not at all 
‘ confined to those of the military staff. I allude to the great 
‘ number of civil appointments, in addition to the military, and 
‘ which to my mind is most objectionable. Here, in Euroj)c, 

‘ when a young man is put into a regiment, his regimental feel- 
‘ ings are uppermost with him, though he may be lookin^n^ 
‘ in process of time to advancement on the staff*: but, from the 
‘ instant a young man arrives in India, all his tlioughJi^ 

‘ seem to be directed to how, instead of being with his regi- 
‘ inent, he is to get away from it, in order to better his 
‘ condition.” 

Hear also Sir W. K. Grant — also a distinguished officer — 
on the same subject : — 

“ The consequences of the present system,” he observed, “ are 
‘ obvious : a relaxed state of discipline ; no connection between 
‘ the officer and sepoy ; and dissatisfaction in the mind of the 
‘ former, from severer duties falling on him in consequence 
‘ of the paucity of officers present. To this must be added a 
‘ feeling universally prevalent, that from the number of officers 
‘ withdrawn from regiments for staff duties, the few, that re- 
main with a corps, consider the doing so as a mark of degrada- 
‘ tion. The mind then becoming restless and discontented, 
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* duties are performed in a very slovenly manner^ and even 

* effort made to obtain some employment 5 which, in many case^ 

* the officers with a King’s regiment would not accept. SucI 

* a state of things must be pregnant with evil to the service, 


Ve have traced then^ we think, the unsatisfactory stat 
of discipline, which Sir Charles Napier complains of, in » 
far as it is attributable to the subordinate ranKs of officers, t 
three causes, each more efficacious than the preceding : — first 
the more than ordinarily uninteresting and unsatisfactory na 
ture of the regimental duties ; second, the mean status, whicl 
the regimental officer holds in the Indian social scale ; and 
third, the unsettled and anxious state of mind almost univer 
sally induced by the probability, or at all events the hope, o 
obtaining extra regimental employment. The first of thesi 
causes admits, it may be feared, of little or no alleviation. W< 
cannot wash the blackamoor white, nor can we change tb< 
character, which nature has implanted in him, any more thai 
his skin. A high sense of duty is the only agent, by whicl 
an uninteresting employment can be made to interest ; and tlii: 
high sense of duty is not a thing, that is to be acquired by rule 
or instilled by a General Order. We pass on then to the secont 
cause ; and the removal of this is happily a matter of littb 
difficulty. The power of a Governor-General and Comman 
der-in-Chief is, in this respect, absolute, and their lead ii 
tolerably certain of being followed by all ranks. Already 
something has been done by Sir Charles Napier ; a beginninc 
has been made: — and we venture to predicate that, should In 
^jemain in India any thing like the usual five years, the esti 
^mation, in which regimental officers are held by the staff am 
^ggJhy society at large, will be immeasurably improved. “ N( 
soldier ever died on the field of battle more gloriously thar 
young Sitwell of the Slat native infantry:” — “The brav( 
Lieutenant Hilliard of the 23rd native infantry, and his smal 
band, equally sustained the honour of the Indian army, anc 
though this valiant officer’s wound is severe,” — &c. sue! 
words, even from the pen of a Commander-in-Chief, may seen 
to the uninitiated of no great value or importance ; but whal 
regimental officer, as he read them, did not feel his clas: 
honoured, in the notice bestowed upon “ young Sitwell ” and 
“ the brave Lieutenant Hilliard,^’ and thank Sir Charlee 
Napier in his heart for his kindly and handsome recognitior 
of two regimental subalterns? We repeat that the effect of * 
few words like these is greater than will be believed, and that 
the reproach, at present too generally attached by the service 
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and society to regimental subalternehip, will fade away before 
half a dozen such public recognitions of regimental merit 

The principle, by which we must endeavour to counteract 
the third and most influential cause, is clear enough. It will 
be, to enhance the attractions of regimental servitud^and 
diminish those of extra regimental employment. The qu^ion 
is, How can this principle be brought into operation ? 

Now there are evidently already many attractions on the side 
of regimental life and servitude. Regimental life is one of 
very great leisure : — those, who are given to speaking disparag- 
ingly of the profession, would say of idleness. Its duties are 
few ; and even the strict performance of them calls for no very 
great exertion either of mind or body. A few growls may be 
occasionally called forth by a treasure escort in the hot winds, 
the frequency of reliefs, or the expence of building at two or 
three new stations in succession. Still, as a whole, regimental 
life may be described as one of very considerable ease and 
comfort. Again, in what situation, away from his regiment, can 
an officer look for that (in a well-regulated corps) most de- 
lightful of all reunions — the Mess-table? and in what de- 
partment of the public service will he ever enjoy his own 
music in the shape of a regimental band, or the after-tiffin so- 
ciability of a regimental Billiard-table? It may be said by 
some cynical person, that we are over-rating trifles, and that 
the attractions, we have mentioned, would not be considered as 
such by men of any pretensions to sense. We differ from him. 
Trifles they perhaps are, but not on that account beneath the 
consideration of men of sense : for of trifles, as we all know, 
the happiness of life is made up. Barring then that his in- 
come is somewhat circumscribed, and that he has a weary lon^ 
time to look forward to between each step of promotion, we 
conclude that the life of a regimental officer is one, which tim 
generality of men would certainly not view with repugnance, 
and which must possess considerable charms for men of aver- 
age disposition, character, and ability. It certainly presents, in 
many respects, a very favourable contrast to the life of over- 
worked slavery, led by very many generally-envied staff* officers. 
Let those, who incline to a contrary opinion, and regard the 
“staff*” as a condition of unqualified enjoyment, pay a visit 
to the quarters of the nearest Commissariat officer, Pay-rnaster, 
or Brigade Major, or to the Rdcheri of any of our military 
civilians. 

In truth we think that regimental service would be suffici- 
ently popular for the purposes of discipline, if, at the same 
time that we should accelerate the promotion of the regimental 
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officer, and give him an earlier chance of attaining rank and 
command, we should curtail somewhat of those too exuberant 
advantages, which at present attach to extra regimental employ, 
ment. 

W^jyure all of us familiar with the idea of a staff corps. It 
has ^en a favourite project for years, and has found suppor- 
ters amongst some of the ablest men of the three Presidencies. 
Let us see for a moment how it would work. 

We may state the number of officers of the Bengal army 
below the rank of colonel (confining our calculation to the 
three arms, artillery, cavalry, and infantry) at 2,250 : and we 
may state the number of extra regimental appointments, given 
to these 2,250 officers, at (in round numbers) 530. These 530 
appointments may be classed, as follows: — 


Purely civil or political 130 

Purely military 44 

Civil staff 130 

In local or irregular regiments 5^20 


Total 030 


Now it can scarcely be doubted that, if the 530 officers 
holding these appointments, were struck off the strength ol 
their regiments, and formed into a staff corps, the vacancies 
thereby caused in regiments being filled up from the remain- 
ing officers, and the complement of tlio lattermaintained at its 
present strength ; — if such were to happen, we say’, and in 
future extra regimental employment to entail the forfeiture of 
regimental promotion, it can scarcely be doubted that the 
prospects of tlie regimental officer, in the way of promotion, 
^rfjuld be improved to such a degree, that regimental duty would 
cease to be unpopular, that staff employment would lose much 
IJP its attraction, and that the object in view would be at 
once effected. The conditions of a staff corps, constituted on 
such principles, would, of course, preclude the possibility of 
any member of it returning to the effective regimental branch 
of the service ; and it is this consideration, which probably 
would deter so many, and certainly some of the best of our 
officers, from seeking extra regimental employment. But the 
very grandeur of such a scheme is quite enough to make its 
adoption a matter of impossibility, even were other objections 
wanting. It would be tantamount, in point of expence, to 
adding something like one field officer, two or three captains, 
and as many subalterns, to the existing establishment; and, 
though such an augmentation has been talked of as probable 
within the last few months, and is known moreover to be in 
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rxinformity with Sir Charles Napier’s opinion as to the require- 
ments of the service, we may be very certain it will never be 
realized. Besides, though we think there cannot be two opi- 
nions as to the justice, no less than the expediency, of perma- 
nently removing from the regimental lists all ofhal^ iu 
purely civil ernployment, and perhaps those also in the civil 
departments of the army, such as the Pay, Commissariat, &c. 
yet it might not be equally fair or expedient to do the same 
with the purely military staff officers, or with those attached 
to irregular and local corps; — whose employment, if non-regi- 
iiiental, is still strictly military, and, in many instances, calcu- 
lated to promote, rather than injure, their fitness for future 
military and regimental command. The change too, involved 
in such a measure, would be too radical and sweeping, to make 
its adoption feasible ; and yet, if curtailed at all — to the extent 
lor instance^ of confining the staff corps to officers in civil 
employ, or in the civil departments of the army — the in- 
lluerice, which it would have on promotion, would be so small 
that the object sought would not be attained. We must look 
therefore for some less objectionable method of effecting what 
is required. 

We know not whether this project has ever before been sub- 
mitted to the public, and consequently whether it possesses at 
least the merit of originality ; but it occurs to us that the object 
in view — namely, the enhancement of the attractions of regi- 
mental service, and the diminution of those of extra regimen- 
tal employment — might he effected by the adoption of such 
an arrangement as the following : — 

The captains and subalterns of the artillery, and of everjy^ 
regiment of cavalry and infantry, to be divided into two distincr 
lists, ineffective and a non-effectine : retaining the establishmor^ 
of officers as at present. The non-effective list to include the 
names of all officers extra-regimentally employed : the effec- 
tive list, the remainder. Promotions in regiments to be 
confined entirely to officers on the effective list. Officers on 
military staff employment, including those attached to irre- 
gular corps, to receive brevet or army rank, either after cer- 
tain fixed periods of service, or whenever they would bo 
otherwise superseded by a junior officer of their own regi- 
ments : such officers to have the option once of returning to 
the effective list, namely, whenever (had they remained on the 
eftective list) it would have come to their turn to bo pro- 
moted to the higher grade. In the event of this opportunity 
being declined, tbe officer to remain during the rest of his. 
service on the non-effective list, and to be eligible for brevet 
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or army promotion only. Officers in purely civil employ to 
be ineligible for any further military rank than that in which 
they were transferred, and, though still borne on the non-effec- 
tive lists of regiments, to be considered in every respect civi- 
lians^ 

On precisely the same principle would be the effective and 
non-effective lists of majors and lieutenant-colonels ; but 
here it would be necessary to make a further trifling alteration 
in the existing practice. Promotions to the rank of major 
would have to be made, to speak technically, ‘‘ in the line,” 
(that is, as promotions to lieutenant-colonel are made now) 
and not in regiments ; otherwise, a non-effective major 
would put an effectual and eternal bar to the promotion of the 
captains of his corps. Military men will appreciate in an 
instant how easily, and with how little inconvenience to every 
one concerned, this arrangement might be introduced. 

An examination of the annexed specimen list will help the 
reader to understand our scheme. We will call it the 

75/4 Regiment of Native Infantry, 


EFFECTIVE. 

TAeutermnt-CoIonel. 

1. (Commanding the Regt.) 

Major, 

Captains, 




4th. (on furlough) 

^h. 


Lieutenants. 

l8t. 

2n^. 

3rd. 


5 th. 


7 th. 

8th. 

9th. 

lOth. 

Ensigns. 

1st. 

2nd. 

.Srd. 

4th. 


NON-EFFECTIVE. 

TAeutenant- Colonel. 

Major. 

1 1 (On civil employ.) 

Captains. 

1st. (On civil employ.) 

2nd. (On military staff employ.) 


6th. (Commanding — Irr. Cavy.) 

Lieutenants. 


4 th. 

6th. 

Ensigns. 



PROPOSED NON-EFFECTIVE LIST. 


403 


In thia^ liat^ the senior captain^ being on civil employ, would 
be ineligible for promotion; consequently, on the major’s 
<‘line step ” coming round to the regiment, it would bo 
optional with the second captain (who is on military staff 
employ) to return to the effective list, and take his ^^mo- 
tion-— or to remain on the non-effective list, receiving im- 
mediate brevet promotion to prevent his supercession by 
the third captain, if this should be thought preferable to 
granting the brevet only after fixed periods of service : — and 
so on. 

From this example we may estimate the revolution, which 
the adoption of our scheme would cause in the prospects 
of the effective, that is, the regimental officer. The promotion 
of this class would be accelerated in a degree equally enor- 
mous and beneficial. Third captains, who at present have 
to look forward two lustra and more, before they can reason- 
ably hope to be promoted, would see the majority of their 
regiments, with its attendant advantages of handsome allow- 
ances and the speedy prospect of command, almost within 
their grasp. We ask, from which is the greater zeal, energy, 
and activity to be expected, — from him, who, at thirty-five or 
thirty-six, feels himself on the eve of attaining a field officer’s 
spurs, the command of a regiment, and a scale of pay, which 
shall enable him to command every reasonable convenience and 
luxury ? — or from him, who, at the same age, has to look forward 
to twelve years more drudgery as a regimental captain, with au- 
thority no greater than that exercised by every ensign of two 
years’ service, and pay only just sufficient to provide him with 
the necessaries of life ? The last is too often a broken-spiri^^ 
ed, disgusted, and discontented man ; — the first would have 
the springs of hope fresh within him, and would bring to t!^ 
performance of even the most irksome duties the cheering 
conviction that they were soon to have an end. 

On the other hand, the senior captain of such a regiment 
as we have sketched, the civil employee, would hold, in some 
respects, a position of considerable mortification, exposed, as 
he would be, to find himself eventually superseded in military 
rank by the youngest officer of his regiment. He would 
retain his handsome civil allowances, his consequence, and 
the prospective advantage of pension for length of service, 
which he at present enjoys : — on the other hand, he would 
lose the privilege of standing in the way of those, who are 
doing his legitimate work for him, and bearing in his place 
“ the burden and heat of the day.” His cup, though still a 
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sweet one, would be a little dashed with gall — just enough, 
it appears to us, to cause the young officer, who at present 
looks to a civil situation as the ne plus ultra of human happiness, 
to hesitate, before be took the final step, which would involve 
the^Ifeiture of promotion in his profession, and prevent, un- 
der any circumstances, his ever donning his soldier's coat 
again : — yet not enough to give cause for the apprehension 
that the supply of well-qualified candidates for civil employ 
would fail. 

Having thus briefly, but we trust intelligibly, delineated a plan, 
by the adoption of which the attractions of regimental service 
would be sufficiently enhanced, and those of staff employment 
sufficiently diminished, to make it probable that the regimental 
branch would retain many valuable officers, whose effective ser- 
vices it now loses, either by their acceptance of staff employment, 
or by their becoming disgusted with, and negligent of, their mi- 
litary duties, we shall conclude this article by briefly anticipating 
two objections, to which the proposal of a non-effective list 
may probably give rise. The first of these is, that to make 
the plan work fairly, it would be essential that extra-regimen- 
tal employment should be equally distributed throughout the 
different regiments composing the army — a condition, which 
by reason of the infirmity of human nature, as manifested in 
Governor-Generals, &c., it would be hopeless to satisfy. It is 
of course obvious, that if one regiment had three only, and 
another six officers, on the non-effectivc list, the effective of- 
ficers of the latter regiment would have an undue advan- 
tage over those of the former in the way of promotion, and 
^j^at constant supercession would be the result. 13ut the rule 
has long existed and with occasional, not to say frequent, ex- 
^•ptions, is even now observed, that not more than five officers 
of any one regiment shall be employed at the same time on 
the staff. This proportion, we may observe, being very nearly 
as one to four, is just about sufficient for the supply of the 
530 staff appointments, which, in a former page, we shewed to 
be held by officers of the Bengal army. We will not admit 
that it would be even difficult, much less impossible, to 
observe this rule with the utmost strictness, or that it would 
interfere, to any material extent, with the patronage of a Gover- 
nor-General, or Comraander-in-Chief : the argument therefore, 
that would be built upon such an assumption, must fall to the 
ground. 

The other objection to be anticipated is one, which the plan 
of an effective and non-^effective list shares in common w ith 
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the long-talked-of plan of a ** staff corps.” It is, that an 
officer selected for staff employment, and placed on the non- 
effective list, might prove on trial unfit for his situation, and 
that in this case it would be out of the power of the ^tho- 
rities to remand him to regimental duty. In reply to Ink we 
would observe, that, in the first place, the resort to regimental 
duty, as a sort of “hulks” for the punishment of refractory 
or incompetent staflT officers, is most impolitic, unfair, and re- 
prehensible, because degrading to a class of officers, whose 
feelings and dignity ought to be matter of peculiar solicitude 
to Government. And further, we would observe that this 
alleged defect of the scheme is in reality one of its greatest 
recommendations, because it would compel those in office to 
select for the staff from public motives, instead of from private 
favour and regard. 

Here our self-imposed task ends. We have endeavoured 
— with what success our readers must determine — to trace the 
causes, which have caused Sir Charles Napier to pronounce the 
present state of discipline of the native army to be “ such ns 
to require every exertion on the part of every officer to bring 
it to that perfection, which it ought to attain.” We have sug- 
gested a remedy for some at least of these causes. Our power 
extends no further : the application of the remedy lies with 
those who, immediately or remotely, govern the country and 
the army. 
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Art. \ ir. — The Letters of Civis on Indian affair from 1842 
1819, by Henry Russell, London. Murray, 1850. 

Tl^ letters of “ Civis " are now acknowledged by Sir Henry 
lUissell, an old Bengal civilian, who began his career in the 
Persian Translator’s Office, when Mr. Edmonstone held that post, 
and who, many years afterwards, was Resident at Hyderabad. 
He quitted the service a quarter of a century ago ; and now, 
having passed the allotted age of man, he has been pleasantly be- 
guiling the time in his Berkshire home, by writing letters to 
the Times newspaper about India and her affairs — letters dis- 
tinguished rather by their gossiping anecdotical character than 
by any profound political sagacity. The politics, indeed, are 
sometimes a little hazy ; but the anecdotes are always pleasant 
and suggestive : and it is just the kind of book, that a garru- 
lous critic likes to lay his hands upon, and to take as a casus 
belli for a war of gossip with his author. So, without any 
further preface, we proceed to attack the work. 

The first letter contains some general reflections on the 
danger attending the rapid extension of our Indian Empire. 
“ Our power in India,” it is said, “like the ripple of a stone 
thrown into the water, is destined to bo lost in its expansion. 
It wants the first element of strength; and sooner or later 
must be exhausted by its own growth.” And this principle, 
laid down at the outset of the discourse, seems more or less 
to govern all his subsequent discursions. It is a very grave 
question ; but one of so purely speculative a character, that 

were little profit to attempt its solution. According to all 
calculations, not only the Indian Empire, but the Russian 
^'•id the Chinese Empires, ought to have fallen to pieces 
long ago. If there were any one-ness of design, any iden- 
tity of interests, any religious or social sympathy, to bind 
together the conquered into one great body, the military and 
civil elements having blended therein, neither English, Rus- 
sian, nor Tartar conquerors could resist the combination. The 
dominant power would be crushed as easily as a hazel-nut 
under a mill* stone. But the people, whom we govern, are at 
war among themselves. Their weakness is our strength ; their 
disunion is our security. Dum singtili proeliantury universi 
vincuntur. Wo seldom hear of any serious disturbances be- 
tween the native inhabitants of the country and the European 
interlopers ; but history is dotted with illustrative examples 
of the enmity existing between natives of different creeds, and 
the little that, it takes to give outward shape and substance 
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to the irritability festering within them. There are old men 
amongst us now, who remember how grievously the strong mind 
of Lord Wellesley was shaken, when intelligence reached Cal- 
cutta, that the sepoys of the Persian Ambassador’s escort at 
Bombay had fallen out with his personal attendants, aad that 
the Elchee himself had been killed in the affray — and ho^^lome 
years later, another affray between Metcalfe’s escort at Umritsir, 
and a party of Sikhs, at a time when the conduct of Eunjit 
Singh was greatly perplexing Lord Minto, brought the wavering 
mind of the Punjabi ruler to a settled point, by demonstrating 
the superiority of the Company’s sepoys to his own troops, and 
so determining him to look with a more friendly eye upon the 
British alliance. There are men amongst us, who remember 
these things; whilst even the new arrivals of the last cold season 
can point to the recent disturbance at Miilkapore in proof of the 
difficulty of cementing the discordant parts of the great fabric 
of Indian society. If it were not for our presence in India, the 
affrays, which now have, for the most part, small beginnings 
and small endings, would deluge the country with blood. The 
small beginnings would have great endings; and a casual colli- 
sion, or a Mohurrum broil, would often result in the massacre of 
thousands. 

It is of little use, we say, to attempt to solve the question 
whether the extension of the Indian Empire is a source of 
weakness, or of strength. We have our own opinion, like other 
people, upon the subject ; but so long as we are convinced that 
our Indian Empire has extended itself, under the direction of a 
higher power than our own, we see but little advantage in dis- 
cussing the question of expediency. The extension of our 
Indian Empire has been matter of sheer necessity. The Ea^jjjj^ 
India Company have ever set their faces against it. Our local 
rulers have never designedly sought it, and have often struggle 
against it. In spite of all protests — of all efforts — of every 
thing that can be said in theory and every thing attempted in 
practice — our Indian Empire has gone on extending itseK ; and 
now, that our frontier has reached to the banks of the Indus, it 
is of little use to consider, whether it would not be bettor for us, 
if we had never transgressed the limits of the Jumna. Wo 
must make the best of our position, now that we arc there. 
Whether for good, or for evil— whether for our exaltation, or 
our humiliation — it is beyond us to say : but the fiat of a huperior 
power has determined the time and the extent of our progres- 
sion, and we have nothing to do but to recognise “ (jod m 
History" and to bow to His behests. 

It will be said, perhaps, that if wc settle political questions in 
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this summary manner, ail discussions of human justice and 
human wisdom are idle and unprofitable, as all such considera- 
tions are swamped in the one idea of an overruling Providence. 
The answer to this is as trite as the objection, and we need scarcely 
paus^o offer it. Man is not passive, because God is omni- 
potewZ^ We are to do our best according to the light that is in 
us. God works through us and in us. 

There’s a divinity that shapes our ends, 

Rough hew them as we may. 

But it is (all the same,) our work to rough hew them, with so 
much of human wisdom and such directions of the moral sense, 
as Providence has implanted within us. L*honime propose ; Dieu 
dispose. We have extended our frontier to the Indus ; and it 
is at least permitted us to hope that the extension will be 
crowned, not only witli profit to ourselves, but with blessings 
to the people we have conquered. 

In the second letter, which is dated April 3, 1842, “Givis” 
writes of the old alarm of an Afghan invasion, and of our mis- 
sions to the Court of Persia. “ Since the destruction of Tippu’s 
‘ power in Seringapatam in 1791,” he writes, “ the views of the 
‘ Indian Government have from time to time been directed 
‘ to the defence of our possessions against invasions by an 
‘ European rival. The intercourse wo have cultivated with 
‘ Persia was designed to close that road against the French ; 
‘ and our late calamitous advance into Afghanistan was made, 
‘ professedly in contemplation of an attempt in that direction 
‘ by the Russians. I never believed that there was anything 
‘ beyond menace in the display of that design. Bonaparte 
^had no more purpose of invading India, than he had ofin- 
• vading England ; nor has the Emperor Nicholas any real 
#^roject of the same kind now.” That the invasion both of 
India and of England was really meditated by Napoleon, re- 
quires no inconsiderable stretch of scepticism now to question. 
We have nothing here to do with his designs on England ; but 
that ho seriously thought of disputing our supremacy in India 
is a fact which, after patient enquiry, every historian will be 
compelled to admit. The invasion of India by a confederate 
array of Russian and French troops, uniting on the plains of 
Persia, was discussed at Pilsit in 1807 by Napoleon and Alex- 
ander; and a regular compact for the furtherance of the scheme 
was entered into between the two potentates. That it was a 
mere sham on the part of Napoleon, intended to fill the mind 
of the Czar with visions of oriental conquests, and so the more 
securely to blind him to the real views of the over-reaching 
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Frenchman, we, while fully believing that Alexander was at this 
time duped and deluded by his more able ally, are not prepared 
to recognise. It was not a mere sham ; nor was it a mere fleet- 
ing impulse. Napoleon was not the man to send a costly 
mission to the Court of Teheran ; to despatch eife^eer, 
artillery, and other officers to Persia, to erect fortificati^s, to 
cast cannons, and to drill the Persian troops ; or to depute men 
of science to the Persian Gulph, to survey its harbours, and to 
obtain other needed information — without some ulterior designs. 
When Arthur Conolly, in March 1839, had an interview with 
Metternich at Vienna, that statesman told him that he knew 
little about Persian and Afghan affairs, adding — “Indeed, I never 
‘ had occasion to think at all about those countries, except 
‘ when Napoleon threatened to carry his arms through them. 

‘ He really did project an invasion of India. Bussia has never 
‘ had any more serious thoughts of such an undertaking, than 
‘ you in India have of invading Siberia.” We may accept the 
testimony of the great Austrian minister on a point of past 
history, if not upon one of cotemporary politics. That Napoleon 
projected the invasion of Hindustan is as certain, as that Zeman 
Shah was puffed up with the idea of the same magnificent en- 
terprize; but both monarchs were restrained from the effort at 
far-off conquest by the necessity of action nearer home. 
Whether there was any real cause of apprehension, in either case, 
on the part of the Anglo-Indian Government, is altogether 
another question. But that the cnterprizo, however unsuccess- 
ful it might have proved to be in the sequel, was really medi- 
tated by Napoleon, we require some better testimony, than that 
of “ Civis,’^ to induce us to disbelieve. 

There is much suggestive matter in this letter. The writ^^ 
declaims against the folly of prosecuting defensive moasurjM 
beyond the frontier, and argues that the nearer home wo meW 
our enemies the better. “ Two objects,” he says, “ have been 
‘ assigned as the principal motives of our defensive measures : 

‘ one — that of anticipating the project of the invader, by en- 
‘ countering him on his approach, rather than on his arrival; 

‘ the other — that of engaging the powers on his line to join 
* with us in our resistance. Of these two purposes, a little con- 
‘ sideration will, I think, show that the first was prejudicial, 

‘ and that the second was more likely to be defeated, than pro- 
‘ moted, by the measures wo adopted.” He then goes on to say : — 

Whether it bo from the centre, or the nortli, of Europe that our invader 
is to issue— the length of the march before him, and the want of supplies 
upon his line, will constitute bis greatest difficulty. By advancing to meet 
him, vve lighten his enterpri/.e, by shortening his way. That effort, which 
would otherwise have lain wholly upon him, wc take puitially upon om- 
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selves. The further we go beyond our own frontier — the nearer to his re- 
sources, and the more distant from our own, the collision between us will 
take place. Our troops will have been exposed to just that fatigue and 
privation, which will have been saved to his. The sooner our enemy en- 
counters us, after he has begun his march, the better will be his state of 
prepaM^on. Every day that he has to advance through a country, always 
doubflul, often jealous, and sometimes hostile, will reduce something of 
his physical, and something of his moral, strength ; and, of a conflict thus 
voluntarily sought by us at a distance from our own frontier, what, under 
either alternative, must be the result ? If we are successful, our enemy is 
80 much the more within reach of those resources from which his defeat 
must be repaired. If we fail, what will be the character and what the 
issue of our retreat? What reception are we to expect in those countries 
through which we shall have to make our way as a flying rabble? And 
under what circumstances more to be deprecated by us, can our pursuers 
enter our territory, than as a victorious army, elated by success, and con- 
fident in the issue of their enterprize? 1 suggest no answer to these 
questions — they already answer themselves. — Pj). 6-6. 

There is, doubtless, something in all this : but there is another 
side to the argument, with, perhaps, even more cogency in 
it. It is possible for an invading army, either by subjugat- 
ing the countries through which it passes, or by securing their 
alliance, to strengthen itself as it advances, and to reach the 
frontier, towards which its march is directed, in a more formi- 
dable condition than when the expedition was commenced. 
Supposing that France, securing in the first instance, through 
means of her envoys, the co-operation of Persia, were then either 
by menaces or promises to have obtained the aid of the Afghans, 
we should have been far less competent to stem the tide of in- 
vasion, than if we had gone out boldly to meet it, and confronted 
our enemies nearer to their own homes. To have waited to 
them battle on the banks of the Jumna, at the commence- 


Bnt of the present century, would indeed have been a danger- 
is experiment. Gathering confidence and audacity from the 
esence and support of each other, encouraged by our pas- 
siveness under provocation, and interpreting the quiet attitude 
of dignified self-reliance into an evidence of paralysis and 
stagnation, all the native powers would have leagued together 
against us, and, instead of encountering a single army, wc should 
have been overwhelmed by a confederacy of armies. We do 
not believe that at any time, whether under the administration 
of Lord Wellesley, or Lord Auckland, we could have afforded 
to await the appearance of an invading army upon the frontier 
of our own dominions. There is often in Sir Henry Russell’s 
letters a little confusion of the past and the present ; and it is 
not always clear, whether his remarks refer to some historical 
incident just quoted, or to the modern instance, which it is in- 
tended to illustrate. Assuming, however, that these reflections 
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have an especial reference to the invasion of Afghanistan in 
1839> it is to be observed that the question of the propriety of 
that movement depends for its solution upon the urgency of the 
danger, which it was designed to avert. If India really was 
threatened with an invasion by a Busso-Persian army, to^jj|arch 
a British force into Afghanistan was no such insane prqect. 
The real question is, whether the British army was not marched 
into Afghanistan at a time, when there was no danger — at a 
time, when the Busso-Persian alliance had ceased to bear peril- 
ous fruits. That the object of engaging the powers on the 
line was more likely to be defeated than promoted by the mea- 
sures we adopted, we are strongly inclined to believe. There is 
much truth in what follows : — 


I am old enough to remember our first mission to Persia, upwards of forty 
years ago. On every account it was important that we should make our- 
selves acquainted with the circumstances of the countries in our vicinity ; 
with their Government, condition, and population ; their geography and 
climate ; their roads, rivers, and productions : that we should construct 
maps of such portions of them as were accessible for that purpose, and 
collect as much statistical information respecting them as possible. Our 
rivals are doing so now ; and, on such a subject especially, we ouglit not to 
be surpassed by them in research. But it was unwise in us to seek any 
intimate or lasting connection with our neighbours. Our visits to them, to 
be conciliatory, should be transient. If we stay long, we meddle too much ; 
and, though they may welcome us as guests, they do not like us as masters. 
Wo cannot interfere without controlling ; and, the more our control is lei t, 
the less patiently it will be endured. There is not one of the states allied 
with us in India, but would to-morrow extricate itself from the connection, 
if it could. The Afghans are now more likely to incline towards the Uus- 
sians, than they were before their intercourse with us. If we had loft them 
alone, and they had known the Russians as intruders only, their obvious 
impulse would have been to repel thein: having been exasperated by o^ 
invasion, they will now welcome, as their own friends, all who approa^||^ 
as our enemies. We have provoked hostility, where we ought to have con 
ciliated support. Hitherto they have not looked, with either prejudice ^ 
predilection, to the north or to the south. Russians and English were ahkb 
indifferent to them. But, after our attempt to force a despised and des- 
picable sovereign upon them, and our violent occupation of their country, 
It is impossible they should hesitate in their choice.* their national pride 
has been aroused, their national independence violated ; and they will now 
feel “ our little finger thicker than the loins of the Russians. — o-7. 

The great object of our advance beyond the Indus haying 
been to secure a friendly power in Afghanistan, it is obvious 
that we have failed miserably. “ The Russians,” says Civis, 

“ would now find succour where they would otherwise have en- 
‘ countered resistance. It has been for an advancing, 

‘ for a retiring enemy, that the bridge has been constructed by 
‘ us.” And if enmity to Great Britain supplied sufficient ma- 
terials for the construction of such a bridge, no doubt it has 
been constructed. But it may be fairly questioned, whether 
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the dangers, apprehended from a Russian invasion, are greater 
since we interfered with Afghanistan, than before we committed 
ourselves to the policy, which in the issue has been so disastrous. 
What we have suffered, and what the Afghans have suffered, 
frony^at ill-fated connexion, suggest a warning too portentous 
to be disregarded, either at Kabul or St. Petersburg. The 
Russians are not likely to be inspired by any very ardent desire 
to entangle themselves in the terrible defiles of Afghanistan ; 
and the Afghans, who have seen within a few years Scinde and 
the Punjab pass into the hands of the Feringhis, and who still 
mourn over the marks of our anger, which we have left behind 
us in their own country, will display but little anxiety to see 
another European army at the gates of Kabul and Kandahar. 
It is not impossible that our failure may achieve for us 
more than the fullest success. The immolation has not 
been a fruitless one. Neither Russia nor Afghanistan will 
court a connexion, which to either party may prove so dis- 
astrous. Called upon to choose between the Russians and 
the English, the Afghans would decide against the latter; 
but they are little likely, after their recent experience, to court 
any European alliance. They know now what it is to have a 
friendly European power, making itself at home in their towns, 
and managing their affairs for them. And the Russians have 
learnt how dangerous a thing it is to be surrounded by such a 
people in such a country, when a single offence against the 
interests, the feelings, or the prejudices of the native chiefs, 
may set the whole country in a blaze, and rouse the tribes to 
commence a fierce and fanatical war of extermination against 
the hated Europeans, who came among them as friends. 

€?rin the third letter, “ Givis” treats of our relations with Shah 
^jah, of the difficulty of annulling them, of the character of 
nie Afghan king, and of the deposed Amir, Dost Mahomed. 
After giving some account of the Shah, he says, — It was this 
‘ Shah Sujah, then an outcast and a beggar, that we made the 
‘ disastrous attempt to restore in 1839 ; and it was Dost Maho- 
‘ mod, in whose name we were opposed, and who, puppet as ho 
‘ was, and puppet as he is, has given us such reason to remem- 
‘ ber him.” That Shah Sujah was a puppet in the hands of the 
British, is a fact of universal acceptation ; but we do not know 
upon what intelligible grounds “ Givis” declares Dost Maho- 
med to have been a puppet. He made his way to sovereignty 
by the force of his own personal character ; and was as genuine 
a ruler, as is often to be found in that, or any other, part of the 
globe. Gertainly he was the least of a puppet of all the occu- 
pants of the Balia TIissar, since the days of Ahmed Shah. He 
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Imd no minister, \9ith more brains than himself, to pull the 
wires, or any dominant party to support him in spite of his 
inherent defects — his weakness — his nonentity. The fact is 
that Dost Mahomed was really somebody — a genuine mam with 
a sound head and a brave heart. If he had been mlfcly a 
thing of straw or bran, a stuffed and padded nothing, moved 
by wires, the world would never have heard his name. It is 
because he was not a puppet, but a real man, that we know 
anything about him. From the day, when, as a boy, he distin- 
guished himself by the open murder of a dangerous enemy in 
the streets of Peshawur, to his last charge on the battle-field of 
Surwandurrah, whatsoever he has done for good or for evil has 
been done, not through him, but hy him ; he has been, through- 
out, the doer, and not the mere instrument. 

In the fourth letter, “ Givis ’* considers the effects of our 
Central-Asian disasters upon the minds of the people of India, 
and gives us a kind of catalogue raisontiee of the different 
native races. We need not trouble ourselves with this, which 
appears to have been written entirely for Enghshtreaders ; 
but we may say a few words about the effects of our disasters 
upon the chiefs and people of Hindustan. It was not so much 
the great catastrophe which overtook our arms, as the inacti- 
vity which for a time succeeded it, that wrought a bad effect 
upon the native mind, and encouraged an insolent and definite 
tone in quarters, where we had been accustomed to look only 
for respect and subservience. In llohilcund, the country of 
all others, where it might have been expected that the greatest 
amount of sympathy with tlie Afghans would manifest itself, 
there was undoubtedly a restless feeling among the people — 
vague indeterminate desire to do sometliing, modified from 
time to time according to the intelligence that was receiv^^ 
from beyond the Indus. It was acknowledged indeed by the 
Nawub of Eampore, that the minds of the Rohillas had lieen 
greatly unsettled, and that they had had at one time “ an itching 
for a rise;" but that he himself had openly declared that ho 
would join his troops with our regiments if a riot occurred, and 
bad toid the people, that although the English had suffered dis- 
aster at Kdbul, they had power enough to take llohilcund 
again with the greatest ease. In other parts of India, there 
was the same feverish looking towards the countries beyond 
the Indus ; and the Mussulmans of Juanpore and other places 
openly expressed their delight in our reverses, and predicted a 
general rising of the people. The manner, in which our humi- 
liation wrouglit upon some of the very potty potentates of 
Northern India, was sufficiently diverting. We luu.st restrain 

1- I 
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our gossiping propensities : but one story, illustratiTe of the 
exaggerated views of our depressed power and influence cur- 
rent at some of the very small native courts, is too good to be 
withheld from those who are not conversant with it, A Bri- 
tish well acquainted with the language and manners of 

the hill people, went in 1842, to make his sal^m to the Rani 
of one of the petty states in the neighbourhood of Simla. In- 
stead of receiving him from behind the purdah, she sent her 
aon, the little Rajah, down to the Sahib, with a speech which the 
boy imperfectly understood, but which he repeated with suffici- 
ent fluency and correctness. It was a long abusive tirade against 
the British Government. The officer withdrew; and sent a 
message to the Rani, complaining of the insult that had been 
put, in open Durbar, upon the British Government, through 
the mouth-piece of a child. In reply to this the Rani sent 
an attendant to the British officer, with precisely the same inso- 
lent address, that she had before entrusted to her son. Upon 
this the British officer, remarking to the messenger, that it was 
one thingiito receive such abuse from the lips of a child, another 
from a grown man, incontinently knocked him down, and de- 
parted. Other stories might be told ; but this will suffice. On 
the whole, perhaps, our reverses in Afghanistan produced less 
effect in India than might have been expected ; and would 
have produced still less, if they had been more promptly repair- 
ed. But every political officer in the country felt a weight 
removed from his mind, when intelligence reached the provinces 
that General Pollock had planted the British Ensign on the 
summit of the Balia Hissar of K4bul. “ It is a comfort,” 
wote Colonel Sutherland in October 1848, “ to be able again 
j 6 look a native in the face'* 

^prThe fifth letter is, also, a sort of gazetteer of the native 
states — and calls for no detailed comment in this place. The 
fiixth is very suggestive; and we shall quote liberally from 
it. Written in April 1848, when the intelligence of our 
disaster in Central Asia was still fresh in the European mind, 
it dwells, at the outset, on the danger to be apprehended from 
internal revolt, and then discusses the general character of our 
Indian rule : — 

It may seem odd that aGovernmeDt, so well meaut, and so well adminis- 
tered, as ours in India, should not be more popular than it is, among those 
who are the objects of it. But so it is : and a very little reflection will show 
that it would be odd if it were btherwise. With few, if any, exceptions, 
they would be glad to change it to-morrow, if they could. It is not their 
own. It is not administered among themselves. It does not give room 
enough for their own upper classes, as functionaries ; though I believe that 
this is better provided for nowi than it used to be. In fact, it sustains 
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no upper class at all ; nor does it suflSciently respect the original rights, 
or follow the original us^es, of the country. The Indians and we frama 
our estimates by very different standards. The Indians, even if they mea- 
sure Governments by our scale, will prefer a bad government adx^niatered 
by black hwds, to a good one administered by white. If they amdy their 
own scale instead of ours, they will think better of the bad go^ll^ment, 
and worse of the good government, than we do. The fact is, that ^ have 
all of us a hankering after the home staple. — P. 38. 

We believe that there is nothing, which the people of India 
care so little about, as the personnel of the governing body. 
They have little or no desire to take part in the administration 
of the country, any further than as a means of obtaining for 
themselves profitable employment. They care nothing about 
self-government, as such. When they have been invited, as 
in our municipality, to take part in the administration of their 
own affairs, they have exhibited the utmost possible amount 
of apathy, and thought it rather a misfortune than otherwise 
to be expected to bestir themselves. If a couple of native 
gentlemen were, under the new charter, to be nominated to the 
Supreme Council of India, it may be questioned, whether they 
would really do anything but draw their salaries, and whether 
the people of India generally would regard with any particular 
satisfaction such a recognition of their rights — such an intro- 
duction of the small end of the wedge of the representative 
system. The most inveterate supporters of the old regime, 
who would recoil from the idea of any substantive change in 
the Government of India, have only a smile of assent to bestow 
upon any such proposal to introduce the “ liberal element’* 
into our local administration. “ I should have no objection to 
that" IS the answer. If all the Members of Council were na- 
tives of India, with an Knglish Governor-General and an 
lish Secretary, the Government would be as completely Englij^ 
as it is at the present time. And if it were not — if the nativ^ 
of India really took part in the administration — the Government, 
we fear, would be far more oppressive, the rights of the people 
would be much less freely acknowledged, and their interests less 
benevolently regarded, than under the present system. It is an 
acknowledged principle in the army, that the most tyrannical 
and unpopular officers, those who have the least sympathy 
with, and the least kindness for, their men, are the officers who 
have been raised from the ranks. And from the ranks of na- 
tive society, as native society is at present constituted, we 
may be sure that we shall never raise more liberal administra- 
tors, than we now derive from among a people, differing from 
the great bulk of the inhabitants in language, colour, and in 
creed. 
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“ Civis” has a high opinion of the public servants of the 
Indian Government, by whom its affairs are administered : — 

[ conscientiously believe that the public servants of our Indian Govern- 
meut are not to be surpassed by the public servants of any other, in talents, 
diligetyn, or integrity, or in the earnest wish to promote the welfare of the 
peopl^^mmitted to their charge. In a wider field of selection, and where 
a loftier prize is in competition, particular instances of superior eminence 
may be found ; bat the average ability of public servants in India points 
to a higher degree in the scale, than that which prevails in any other 
country. The Indian school has sometimes turned out a good soldier. 
One striking distinction between the men of business in England and 
those in India consists in this — that, with those in England, their business 
is their business only ; with those in India, it is their business and recrea- 
tion too. However large a portion of their time those in England may 
devote to doing business, still it is a portion only ; in India, it is the whole 
There they liave nothing else to do. — Pp. 33-31. 

We do not altogether recognize the force of this distinction. 
In India men hunt, and shoot, and dine, and dance, and read 
books, and play at billiards, and go to horse races, and act plays, 
and make love, and marry wives, just as they do in England. 
Indeed, all these amusements are somewhat more within their 
reach. If you want to see a real man of business, you must go 
to England, not to India, for the sight. Look at a man, who 
takes the Clapham omnibus to Grace Church-street, every day at 
J past 9 in the morning, and takes it again, in Grace Church- 
street at He returns home to dinner, tired, care-worn ; his 
mind in his ledger and his banker’s book ; brooding over 
£ : s : d ; — very bad company for his wife ; perhaps cross ; per- 
haps sleepy. Ilis “ recreation ” is an after-dinner nap. He has 
jio holiday, except on Sunday. He does not know what amuse- 
ment is. Ills life is an “ eternal grind : " but lie gets used to 
4C^‘in time, as the horse does to turning the mill-stone. It is 
true, that the business of men in England is not their re- 
creation. They do not know what recreation is. Business in 
England clings to a man, like the poisoned shirt of the cen- 
taur. Here it sits lightly upon him, and flutters in the evening 
breeze. Its corroding anxieties do not eat into us, like venom 
at morning and evening prayer — do not make young men old, and 
turn the healthy into wretched hypochondriacs. We do not 
know any class of men in India, who cannot find time to amuse 
themselves, and have not the heart to be amused. Our busi- 
ness men are not drones : they do their work well, and there is 
enough of it — but it is not made terrible by the unbroken re- 
gularity of years. In India, labour, as we may, there is for us, 
even humanly speaking, something beyond. Our business is 
not a part of ourselves. We are mere wayfarers in India ; we 
look forward to the accomplishment of our journey, and to a day 
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of rest. There are thousands of business-men in England, who 
go on toiling and toiling, till they are incapable of toil ; and 
have nothing to look forward to but the grave. 

“ Givis’* next comments upon the Anglo-Indian system of 
Government, and especially disapproves of the pei^^nent 
settlement — 

In the system administered by this body, though framed with the best 
intentions, some changes, 1 think, might advantageously and popularly be 
made. The faults, for faults it has, wore introduced by the very desire of 
amendment. What we want is not to go forward, but to go back. Wo are 
in the rule of three, when we ought to have been only in division. We con- 
sidered abstract excellence at the expense of practical utility. I had rather 
ray tailor should make my clothes after my own measure, than cut them to 
fit the best-turned journeyman on his board. Wo neglected adaptation to 
the practice and opinions of the people wo were legislating for. Our work 
was too elaborate. The utmost, we should have attempted, was to improve 
the system of the country. We might even have left it as it was. Some 
of its apparent defects constituted its true recommendation. They wore 
the very qualities, which adapted it to its end. The people wore not in an 
advanced stage of civilization, and did not want a system more forward or 
more refined than themselves. Their own homely institutions would have 
suited them better, than the artificial version which we undertook to pre- 
pare for them. For every-day purposes, an instrument may be too highly 
polished, as well as too rough — too light, as well as too heavy, for the hand 
that is to use it. The blade of a razor is not suited to the handle of an 
axe. Instead of attempting to improve the system, wo should have con- 
fined ourselves to improving the administration of it. India would liavo 
been unlike all other countries, if abuses had not ^rept into it ; and, in our 
correction of those abuses, we should have tound ample room for our loud- 
ness for experiment. Wo aimed beyond our mark, and measured the wants 
of our subjects too much by our own. 

Tn treating this subject, I must do— what nothing short of tho most ear- 
nest and deliberato coi’iviction could surmount niy reluctance to do— 1 must 
avow niy dissent from tho opinion ot many ot those, for whom i ontertty^L 
tho most cordial regard and respect 1 disapprove ot that teriitorn^ 
system, which is called in Bengal the “ permanent sottlcmont ” 1 lo^ 

upon it as both impolitic and unjust. It is impolitic, bccauso it is unjufi^T 
It IS impolitic, bocansG it is adverse to the recognised maxims ot the coun- 
try , it 13 impolitic, hocaiiso it is subversive ot tho rights of the people, and 
injurious to tlio advance of their prosperity. It is unjust, because it 
violates tlie ancient and indefeasible title to property because it takes 
violently from one man, what does belong to birn, and gives it arbitrarily 
to another, to whom it does not belong— and this, not m a levy insulated 
and individual cases, but universally to the farthest limits ot the land. 
Where the permanent system has been established, not one inch of soil 
remains in the hand, in which we found it, and to which it nghtlully apper- 
tains. This is making rather a summary use of the name ot justice.—i . fiO. 

And again — 

The scheme of Mr. Hastings was better suited to its purpose, than that of 
I.ord Cornwallis. Besides its greater simnlicity, and its approximation to 
the habits of tlie people, it admitted, indeed it required, the eniployraont 
of native functiouaries; and it would have preserved that better class ot 
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the population, of which Lord Cornwallis’s precipitated the extinction. 
There la a wide difference between what a project professes to do, and what 
it really does do. Mr. Watt used to say that he was never satisfied with a 
plan, nor even with a model ; he waited till he saw the machine itself 
in action ; if that did its work, it was enough. The action of Lord Com- 
wallia^ystem has not, I apprehend, been satisfactory. It is losing gi-ound, 
and l^ng advocates. Where recent attempts have been made to intro- 
duce it, it has been obstructed and suspended. It is high time it should 
be.— P. 35. 

How much might be written on the subject of the Go- 
verument settlement.” What a multitude of strange conflict- 
ing opinions might be adduced ! Even to the warmest oppo- 
nents of the system it must seem a great and worthy experi- 
ment. The entire administrative system, judicial and fiscal, 
introduced by Lord Cornwallis, was not lightly conceived, or 
hastily executed. It was based upon the decisions of the ablest 
and most experienced servants of the Company, and had the 
support of the highest law officers of the crowu. A system, 
recommended and supported by such men, as Shore, Barlow, and 
Edmonstone— as Jones, Chambers, and Burroughs — a system, 
adopted and approved by two such Governors-General, as Corn- 
wallis and Wellesley — could not have been a mere visionary 
scheme of Government, with the stamp of failure marked upon 
it from the first. To John Shore and George Barlow we main- 
ly owe these systems. Perhaps, Mr. Law, an uncle of the pre- 
sent Lord Ellenborough, is rightfully to be regarded as the 
father of the “ permanent settlement.” To Mr. Barlow was due 
the credit of drawing up the judicial regulations of 1793. They 
were very slightly amended by Lord Cornwallis, and some 
inconsiderable alterations introduced on the suggestion of 
^r William Jones, who declared himself so “ charmed ” with the 

incomparable minute,” that he had “ read it attentively five or 
times.” Sir William (then Mr.) Burroughs said of them, 
that they “ would do credit to any legislator of ancient or 
modern times.” But the fate of the settlement system is most 
curious and instructive. No measure, that ever emanated from 
the Anglo-Indian Government, has been so warmly extolled on 
the one side, and so fiercely assailed on the other. Clouds 
of witnesses, to be gathered from among the ablest revenue 
officers of the Company, may be cited on either side of the 
controversy ; and there is nothing in history, to which a 
one-sided writer, not unwilling to make foul use of the ma- 
terials within his reach, may so easily colour according to the 
complexion of his own mind. Thus Mill, in his chapter on 
the results of Lord Cornwallis's revenue reforms, asserts the 
failure of the experiment within ten years of its initiation. 
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and quotes the testimony of Sir Henry Strachey in proof of 
his assertions — as though many other excellent authorities 
could not have been quoted to a precisely opposite effect. As 
a note-worthy example of the manner in which this great ques- 
tion is argued by the historian, we cite a few sentences reglUing 
the ruin of the zemindars. “ A cause,** says Mr. Mill, “^ich 
‘ accelerated, but by no means produced, the ruin of the zemin* 

‘ dars, was the delay which they experienced in obtaining pay- 

* ment from the ryots. The Government had given to themselves 
‘ the benefit of summary process with regard to the zemindars. 

* But* they left the zemindars to the tedious progress through 

* all the technical forms of the courts in extracting payment 
" from the ryots.** As the zemindars and their agents had the 
power of distraining the property of ryots — and did so, as often 
upon unjust, as upon just, grounds — the value of this assertion 
may be readily estimated. It may be added, too, that by Ilegu- 
lution VII. of 1799, it was decreed that sales of land for arrears 
of revenue should not take place until the end of each year (they 
had before been held every month) ; so that, in point of fact, 
whilst time was given to the zemindar, the ryot was subjected 
to summary process. “ Lands,** wrote Mr. Grant, collector of 
Midnapore, in answer to the interrogatories referred to by Mr. 
Mill, “ being now exempted from sale for the recovery of arrears 
‘ of revenue till the end of the year, it appears to me much 
‘ less necessary to expedite the sale of distrained property, 

‘ than it was before Regulation VII. of 1799 was issued, when 
‘ they were liable to be sold every month.’* “ I have frequently 
‘ had occasion to state to the Board,” says the same authority, 

‘ that as far as my experience goes, I have found that the com-^^ 
‘ mon ryots, or the lowest tenants, who are the cultivators o^^ 

‘ the soil, pay their revenues with great punctuality.. ^ 

‘ They are much more apt to submit tamely to exaction, than 
‘ to hazard a contest with a zemindar ; and they pay a kist or 
‘ two in advance much oftener than they fall in arrear. So 
the truth appears to have lain in the very opposite direction 
to that indicated by the historian. 

The most important, perhaps, of all the interrogatories circu- 
lated to the Bengal collectors in 1802, was that which asked. Whe- 
ther the existing regulations were calculated to enable zemindars 
to obtain payment from the ryots, without affording them ready 
means of oppression ? The answers to this question 'involve an 
answer to, or a corroboration of, the statement made by Mr. 
Mill. They contain, indeed, an investigation of the whole 
question, as between the zemindar and the ryot. Let us see 
what we can make of the result. Mr. Ricketts of Tirhoot, re- 
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plied that ‘‘ the regulations are well adapted for the purposes 
intended.” Mr. Elphinstona of Sarun says, the regulations 
are perfectly well calculated for the purposes intended.” Mr. 
Cowell of Birbhum makes answer, that “ the existing regula- 
tioQ|^e most favourable for realizing the rents from the under- 
farmers and ryots, and in general are acknowledged to be so by 
the zemindars, and other description of landholders.” Mr 
Smith of Dinagepore curtly answers, “I conceive that they are.” 
Mr. Wright of liungpore says, “ the regulations, which have 
been issued for the benefit of the landholders, have answered 
the purposes intended.” Mr. Seton of Kisbnaghur replies, 

“ the powers vested by the regulations in the zemindars, and 
other proprietors and farmers, holding lands immediately of 
Government, are fully adequate to enable them to collect their 
rents from their under-farmers and ryots.” Mr. Le Gros of 
Mymensing, answers in almost the same words, ** the existing 
regulations are perfectly well calculated for enabling zemindars 
and other proprietors of land, and farmers of land holding 
their farms immediately of Government, to realize their rents 
from their under-farmers and ryots.” Mr. Hayes of Murshe- 
dabad emphatically declares, that the zemindars, and other 
descriptions of landholders, are unanimous in acknowledging 
that the existing regulations, for enabling them to realize then- 
rents from the under-farmers and ryots, are well calculated for 
the purposes intended and the Collector of Midnapore com- 
mences a long able minute with the words, “ I am of opinion that, 
since the Regulation VII, of 1799 has been generally known and 
enforced in the Mofussil,the zemindars have been very well able to 
jrealize their rents.” So we have here, in a very small apace, the 
^^joncurrent testimony of a number of Bengal collectors in direct 
contradiction to Mr. Mill’s assertions, that the zemindars Jiad 
been ruined by their inability to obtain their rents from the 
ryots. 

Here we see how very easy it is to make out a case. If we 
had any object of this kind, we might leave this mass of evidence 
to speak for itself, simply declaring that the good results of the 
settlement were established upon the testimonies of those best 
qualified to deliver an opinion on the subject; but this is not 
the way to deal with a great question ; it is only sporting witli 
the truth. Mr. Mill settles the matter on the authority of a 
single witness. We do not think a cloud of witnesses sufficient 
to establish the point on one side or other of the discussion. 
Where a string of categorical questions are proposed to a number 
of men in dilferont parts of the country, with different habits 
of mind, dift’erent foregone conclusions, different personal pro- 
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judioes and predilections^ and surrounded perhaps by dififerent 
influences, may be pretty sure that there will be no very 
close correspondence between the answers returned. The cita- 
tion, under such circumstances of the testimony of any one 
respondent, or even of a group of respondents, may ded||||e an 
uninformed audience ; but it can go no way towards the el^ida- 
tion of the truth. It is of all methods of over-clouding the 
truth the most artful and the most dishonest. If Mr. Mill had 
sufficiently studied the revenue reports to be able to cite a 
single authority against the system, he must have known that 
there were a host of authorities in its favour ; and if he had read, 
as we are bound to believe he had, the regulations, he must have 
known that the zemindar was empowered to exercise summary pro- 
cess against the ryot. The prompt seizure of the crops and all the 
household goods of a defaulter is surely summary enough. It 
was not till ten years afterwards that the zemindar was prohi- 
bited from seizing oven the agricultural implements and farm 
cattle of the ryot; it was not till ten years afterwards that he 
was compelled to give due notice of his intention to distrain, 
before coming down with one fell swoop upon all the property 
of the debtor. 

But though, neither from the statements of one witness, nor 
from a number of witnesses, would the whole truth be derived, 
by studying and comparing the statements of all, a satisfactory 
result might have been obtained. Several collectors stated, 
without qualification, that tho regulations answered every pur- 
pose — that the zemindars had the power of obtaining punctual 
payment of his rents, and had not the power of oppressing the 
ryots. Several stated that the zemindar had the power of 
obtaining his rents, but that the system did lead to oppression*^ 
A few stated, on the other hand, that the regulations enabl#^ 
the ryot to cheat the zemindar; and Sir Henry Strachey statea 
outright, that there was not a zemindar left in Bengal. 

Now, the truth appears to have been this. Immaculate 
ryots do not grow in Bengal, any more than immaculate ze- 
mindars, and if the zemindars oppressed the ryots, the ryote 
in their turn worried and perplexed the zemindars. As there 
was tyranny on the one hand, there was fraud on the other. 
But the balance of wrong doing must have been greatly on the 
side of the zemindar. The ignorant husbandman was no match 
for the landed proprietor — still less was he a match for the 
middleman or agent. Cunning he may have been— dishonest 
he may have been; but he was weak and cowardly too, and had 
little heart to systematize fraud, and fight it out boldly with hia 
superior. lie paid hia rents, when he could. He generally 

o I 
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paid them, indeed, Tvhen there was no attempt to overreach 
him ; but when he fell into arrears, and the war began, he did 
all that he could, in his weakness, with fraud and lying and 
the collusion of his friends, to outwit his antagonist. He got 
the when he could, of his enemy, carried off all his move- 
ables to a neighbour’s house, cut his standing crops in the 
night time, concealed them by the connivance of his friends, 
and met the distraining party with no worldly goods in his pos- 
session, but the rag about his middle, and a few earthen- ware 
pots in his house. The zemindars certainly did complain that 
in this way the weapon of distraint became a ^elum imbelle in 
their hands ; that they had great difficulty in obtaining the 
assistance of the PoUce — that, if a small party went to distrain, 
they were beaten ; and that, if a large party went, the expense 
was so heavy, that it was better not to distrain at all ; and that, 
as to suing the defaulter in our law courts, the process was so 
tedious, and the cost of maintaining the defendant in prison so 
heavy, that they seldom gained anything but a heavy loss by 
the proceeding.* 

Such was the plaint of the zemindars. We do not doubt that 
such things happened. But the power of the zemindar to oppress 
the ryot must have been far greater than that of the ryot to outwit 
the zemindar. The husbandman was generally better disposed 
to submit to imposition, than to battle it out with the proprietor, 
or the agent, who was sure to be a greater tyrant than his 
master. The ryot had not much to lose, it is true ; and it is 
argued that the constitutional indolence of the native character 
made him look upon mere loss of liberty as no evil, and that 
he was content to exist in gaol at the expence of his oppressor. 

^S'ut indolent and debased, as he may have been, he was not 
ji^terly hardened and reckless ; he could not meet with indiffer- 
^ce a calamity, that severed all family ties, and left wife and 
children at the mercy of the spoiler, and exposed to all the 
accidents of life. He had too, whatever he may have thought 
of the immunities of gaol life, a horror of the Police — a horror 
of the long journey to the justice-seat — and of a thousand 
vaguely apprehended evils, to which even the natural litigious- 
ness of his character could not fortify him to look forward with 
complacency. The balance, indeed, was greatly against him, 
and he had sense enough to know it. He seldom invited a 
contest, which he knew must end in his ruin. It was better, he 
thought, to compromise with fate, and bear the lesser evil of 
the two. So he acceded in patience to the extortionate demands 

• See answer to Interrogatories : Mr. W. Mackie, Collector of Dacca—** The argu- 

ments generally used by zeinimlors,” &c, &c. 
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made upon him, when he could ; when he could not, the regu- 
lations took their course. And how destructive that course 
was, may be gathered from the evidence of Mr. Rees, the collec- 
tor of Purneah, who speaks of “ repeated instances of families, 

‘ nay whole villages, reduced to penury and distress by th^(the 
‘ middlemen’s and agent’s) oppressive use of that po^r of 

* distraint, which is vested in them with equal authority as in 
‘ the actual proprietor of the soil.” It was in fact the agency 
of these middle-men, which ruined both the proprietor and the 
ryot, and in the end extinguished the race of original ze- 
mindars. 

We have said more on this subject than we intended ; but 
the very nature of our article — a review of a series of letters 
de omnibus rebus — compels us to be discursive ; and we thought 
it might not be unprofitable to show how easy it is for an his- 
torian, in such a matter as this, to pile up mountains of evi- 
dence in support of any favourite opinion. Whatever may be 
the visible results of the permanent settlement now, at the time 
to which Mr. Mill refers (1H02), there were no proofs of its 
failure. He would have made us believe that, even at that 
early date, the evil consequences of the introduction of the 
zemindary system were written in painfully legible characters 
over the whole length and breadth of the provinces, to which it 
was applied. What the visible results of the regulations were 
at that time we may gather from an unpublished letter of Sir 
John (then Captain) Malcolm’s, written from Benares in the cold 
weather of 1801-1802, and addressed to Mr. Barlow. Malcolm 
was at that time attending Lord Wellesley, in the capacity of 
Private Secretary. “ We have since you left us, he writes, 

“ passed through one of the finest and most highly cultivated 
‘ tracts of country in the world. What adds to my pleasun^ 

* in contemplating these scenes, is to hear every man 1 ask terx 
‘ how jungles have boon cleared, and waste lands brought under 

‘ cultivation. I canJiot but envy your feelings on this subject. 

‘ I confess, be^f ore 1 travelled throny It these provinces, 1 was not 
‘ perfectly reconciled to your system, 1 have now ohseived its 
‘ effects, and must ever think it one of the most wise and bene- 
‘ volent plans, that ever was conceived by a Government to 

* render its subjects rich and comfortable. We can only hope 
‘ that a sense of gratitude will be the primary feeling m the 
‘ breasts of those who benefit by this admirable system, and 
‘ that they will repay the State for the care it takes of 

‘ interests by a firm and lasting attachment." If Mr. Mill had 
been writing in favour of the zemindary system, what would 
he not have made of such testimony as this ? 
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We should here dismiss the subject ; but we cannot deny 
ourselves the pleasure of transferring to our pages the following 
passage, containing, as it does, a graceful and well merited 
tribute to the memory of Mr. Edmonstone, one of the ablest 
and l^st excellent men that ever went out to India : — 

In one of my last conversations on the subject with Mr. Edmonstone — 
to whose guidance and instruction I owe anything that 1 may have learned 
in India, and whom I have looked up to all my life with reverence and 
affection — he ascribed the present exemption of Bengal from those perio- 
dical famines, to which it was formerly subject, and by which other tracts 
are still occasionally visited, to the influence of the permanent system. In 
this I cannot concur, without depreciating the value of good government, 
uniform nrotection, and shelter behind a wide and secure boundary. Un- 

g uestion ably many able men, besides Mr. Edmonstone, have been from the 
rst, and still are, the advocates of the zemindary system. The fact is, 
that we all of us lean to the doctrine of the school we have been brought 
up in. Independently of the force of habit, we cannot easily bring our- 
selves to think that that, which we have spent our lives in learning, is of 
no substance or effect. The advocates of this system have all been brought 
up in Bengal, where they have seen no other in action. Among the emi- 
nent authorities on this subject, Mr. Hodgson is the only one I remember, 
who, having made himself conversant with both systems, gives the prefer- 
ence to that of Bengal. With this single exception, as far as I am 
aware, the whole of those, wlio have witnessed the working of the two, are 
in favour of the native machinery of the ryotwar system. 

This is much too sweeping an assertion : but we have done 
with the subject. 

The seventh letter commences with the trite assertion that 
our tenure of India must, under all circumstances, be a military 
tenure ; and the writer then goes on to say, that the most fearful 
of all disasters would be a revolt of the native troops. “ The 
danger,” he says, “ if ever it do come, will be abrupt. It will be 
^Cin explosion. It will give no warning. It will be upon us, be- 
fore we have time to arrest it.” There is very little danger of 
TOis, so long as we are tolerably discreet. ** Civis” writes about 
religious jealousy; but in these days, it is not the faith, but the 
pocket, of the sepoy that takes alarm : and when our native regi- 
ments mutiny, we may be sure that their pay is at the bottom of 
it. We are afraid that the affection of the sepoys for their 
officers is not what it was in the old times ; but they have even 
more affection for their pay. It is not, indeed, to be disguised, 
that the loyalty of the native army is sustained by the regula- 
rity with which they receive their pay, and their certainty of 
receiving their pensions, when they retire from the active ser- 
vice of the Company. It is obviously the interest of the sepoys 
that the Company’s raj should be dominant in India. They are 
' conscious that under no native power would they receive their 
pay with such regularity., or be guaranteed so securely in the 
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possession of their pensions ; and, so long as tliey are assured 
of our good faith — so long as they receive their pay and pen- 
sions with regularity, — they are little likely to look for the com- 
ing of any other European power, and to desert a good and 
tried paymaster for one, of whose honesty and competen^they 
know nothing. 

“ Givis,*' like all other writers, entertains a high opinion of the 
sepoys, and expresses it with becoming emphasis. He probably 
thinks with us, that if they desert us, it will be our own fault: — 

No terms, that I could employ, would surpass the high opinion 1 have of 
the character of our Indian troops. I am equally persuaded that no opi- 
nion, I have of them, can surpass their claim to our admiration. Their 
merit, both in efficiency and fidelity, is of the highest order. Much of 
their excellence no doubt is to be ascribed to their officers ; but much also 
belongs to themselves. They are, intrinsically, fine materials for soldiers. 
When General Conway returned to England upwards of forty years ago, 
lie told George III. that his Majesty had troops in Europe, but an army in 
India. And, even after the name we have lived to see those troops in 
Europe achieve, I still hope that their comrades in India are worthy of 
standing by their side. 

Eighty years ago. General Smith told the House of Commons 
that the sepoys were “almost too good." Throughout eighty 
years, they have maintained that high character. They are as 
good soldiers now, as they ever were ; but the bond between 
them and their officers is not what it was— and, perhaps, never 
can be again. The sepoy officer was once more than half a 
sepoy himself. The first article, ever written for this journal, 
was intended to trace the changes, which have passed over 
Anglo-Indian society in the course of the last century. Those 
changes have conduced largely to the health, to the comfort, 
to the respectability, and to the morality of the European 
sident in the East : but they have spoilt him for a sepoy officer. 
There is hardly a genuine sepoy officer now remaining wi.^ 
the army. Time was, when our officers, to a great extent, dena- 
tionalised themselves; when their habits were rather of the 
Asiatic than the European type ; when the language they spoke, 
the sympathies they encouraged, and the companions with 
whom they associated, were more frequently Hindustani 
English : when, in a word, they lived more like natives than like 
Christians, and looked upon their sepoys with kindness and 
affection as brethren and children. The supremacy of 
landism in India seems now to have made an imi>assablo gulf 
between the English officer and the Hindustani soldier. And 
there is nothing to bridge it over, but a recurrence to habits, 
which civilization deplores, and Christianity condemns. It has 
been remarked by one of the ablest and most enlightened 
officers of the Company's army— by one whose name we feel it 
almost a national reproach to write without the knightly prefix 
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by Colonel Sleeman, in his Essay on the “ Spirit of Military 
Discipline in the Native Indian Army,’' that regiments always 
deteriorate in discipline, after they have been cantoned for any 
length of time at a large station. The humanizing influences of 
mu(^European society unfit the sepoy oflScer for his work. 
European female society, to which under Providence we owe 
the salvation of our morality, has severed the officer from his 
men, and weakened the discipline of the native army. There 
is little unmixed good in this world. The man rises upon the 
ruins of the officer ; but how can we deplore his elevation ? 

We cannot expect, we cannot wish, to see the old type of 
the Hinduized Englishman revived. There is an end to 
that story. But we hope that, whilst we look for no return to 
habits, which, however conducive to the discipline of the native 
army, are to be both deplored and censured, wo may expect 
something of a re-action favorable to our military stability, 
without detriment to our social character. Our sepoy officers, 
warned by recent painful experience, and roused by timely 
exhortations, will, it is not unreasonable to hope, recognise, 
more amply than they have recognised of late, the claims of 
the native officers of the Indian army to more kindly considera- 
tion, than it is now the habit to bestow upon them. So long 
as we can rely upon the native oflicers, we may know tiuit 
everything is safe. If we acquire their confidence, we have 
everything in our own hands. But the native oflicers are too 
often estranged from their European brethren by the hauteur, 
or, at best, the cold and distant civility, of the latter. When 
we think how very easy it is to secure the confidence and affec- 
tion of these men, and how very far a little kindness will go, it 
marvellous that even that little should be withheld. Apart 
^|fom all considerations of duty to the State, and of all thoughts 
of the enhancement of military discipline, every officer, not hope- 
lessly cursed with a thick head and a bud heart, will find his 
reward in the gratitude, and often in the essential services, of his 
native brctliren. There may be times and seasons, when the bread, 
cast upon those dark waters, will return to us after many days.^ 

There are many suggestive passages in this letter. Some 
remarks on Mill’s History of India wo are half tempted to 

• nyitiR in a very lamentable state of fever at a remote out-station many 
years ago wo were grievously distressed by the discovery that there were no 
limes to be obtained in the bazaar — none it was said were obtainable witlnn the 
distance of very matiy miles, and, even at the nearest place indicated, it was doubtful 
whetlier they were obtainable at nil. An old native officer, wlio had come daily to 
make enquiries after us, being apprised of our wants and the difficulty of satisfying 
them, started ofl', without saying a word about his intentions to, the place which was 
said to be the likeliest to supply the cooling fruit, and next morning presented him 
self by our bedside witli a basketful. Heaven knows we had done very little to ment 
the old man’s gratitude. But a very httlc is greatly appreciated. It makes one ituhg 
nanl to thuik, that il shnuld be so often habiiually denied. 
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notice ; but we shall content ourselves with quoting an anec- 
dote of Lord Minto, germane to the remark that a man’s views of 
Indian history, however extensive his learning may be, and 
however profound his sagacity, are sure to be greatly modified 
by residence in India : — ^ 

The late Lord Minto, when Sir Gilbert Fdliot, had been one ^ the 
managers for the House of Commons on the trial of Mr. Hastings, and had 
taken an active part in supporting the impeachment ; yot I Jieard him 
say at Madras, that, with better means of judging, ho had entirely changed 
his opinion, and that lie then looked upon Mr. Hastings, as having been 
one of the greatest benefactors of India. A lady, to whom I was repeat- 
ing this, told me that she had herself beard Lord Minto make the same 
avowal in the Council Chamber at Calcutta, pointing up to the picture of 
Mr. Hastings as he spoke. To the advocates of Mr Hastings— and all 
India always were, and still are, his advocates — this is no slender tribiito 
from one, whom practical experience had then made master of his subject, 
and whom, Mr Hastings’ great persecutor himself, Mr Burke, had desig- 
nated, as “ hovdnuin sapient issimus” — I* 43. 

For studying tbe history of Lord Minto’s administration — 
not as wo have it in printed books, bare, sterile, and unsugges- 
live, — but as it exists in cotemporary records, used little (if at 
all) by tbe historian, it is diflicult to convince one's-self that 
Lord Minto was once Sir Gilbert Elliot — the Elliot, who was 
associated with Burke in the impeachment of Warren Hastings, 
and conducted in person the attack on Sir Elijali Impey. It 
IS to the honour of Lord Minto, that he sliook olF all Jiis old 
party prejudices, before he embarked for India ; and arrived 
amongst us, by no means inclined to regard, either the servants 
of the Company or the Judges of the Supremo Court, as the 
ogres, which ho had represented them in Westminster. As 
Governor-General of India, he was prudent and temperate. 

All the impetuosity and Jierie of his younger days had sub'^’^ 
sided. He recorded no hasty minutes ; he used no violen^ 
language. He gave his confidence to the able men, by whon^ 
he was surrounded ; and, though bent upon pursuing an econo- 
mical course, was not quick to scent abuses, or prone to magnify 
evils, that did not come unmistakeably before him. That ho 
should have viewed differently, by the light of his Indian experi- 
ence, the conduct of Warren Hastings, was simply a necessity 
that there was no resisting ; but all men would not have 
acknowledged their past errors so frankly and so gracefully. 

The eighth letter is taken up with some gossip about Ohazis 
and Assassins ; and, with this, what may be called the first 
series is brought to a close. He leaves General Pollock about 
to commence the War of Retribution in Afghanistan ; and then, 
after a pause of four or five years, breaks ground again in the 
Punjab. 
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We confess that we do not quite understand what the mnih 
letter is about. It is dated December 10» 1846, and talks about 
our reverses in the Punjab. “ If we stand still/' it is said, 
“ after the reverses we have met with in the Punjab, we open- 
‘ ly ^psume a defensive attitude — the most perilous in which 
‘ we^an stand in India.” And then “Civis” goes on to 
say : — 

By standing still now, we abandon the bold acclivity we have hitherto been 
treading in public opinion — in that opinion, recollect, which constitutes 
the main element of our strength. In India, be our measures as moderate 
as they may (and moderation there is as much our interest as it is our 
duty), our attitude ought still to ^ imposing. It will not do to seem 
afraid, and pause in our ascent. We cannot with impunity confess our in- 
ability to extend our grasp if we choose ; much less to retain what we 
have already got. It would be an act of suicide ; and the vultures would 
soon be seen sailing with unerring sagacity towards their prey. Let but 
our neighbours once discover that we are waiting for them to attack us, 
and we shall find them both much bolder and much stronger than they 
were, when we used to begin by attacking them. — P. 48. 

We do not quite know wkat ‘ the reverses ' were which, in 
December 1846, filled “ Civis ” with so much concern for the 
security of our position : but the doctrine, here enunciated, 
seems to be somewhat at variance with that laid down in a 
former letter. It is narrated in the closing epistle of the series, 
that the Duchess of Gordon said of Pitt that he did nothing 
better than any man living. We are really inclined to think 
that “ Civis” says nothing better than any man living. There 
are some of his best written letters, which would be very in- 
structive, if it were possible to say what they are about. 

In the next letter “ Civis” still more emphatically declares 
Jhat the English in India must never wait to receive an attack. 

Be the policy or practice of other countries what they may, 
^ it will never do for us to forget, that, in the East, when once 
' conflict becomes inevitable, the attack must be made, and not 
* received. Defensive tactics are not the tactics for India, 
‘ In every court of war, that must be held there, it is our busi* 
‘ ness to appear as plaintiffs, not as defendants.” He says, too, 
that we must not oven appear tobe unwilling to extend our con- 
quests; and yet he tells us that we were in too great a hurry to 
extend them to the Sutlej, and that we ought not to have advanced 
till the advance was absolutely inevitable. At one time, he is all 
for a forward policy ; at another, for a backward policy. At one 
time, he is all for prompt and vigorous movements ; at another, 
for temporizing. “ Gaining time,” he says, “ is always gaining 
‘ something. ’’ It is no small thing to temporize with success. 
When Gentz was in England, in 1803 (it was during the peace), 
he said to Sir James Mackintosh, that the country required “ the 
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^^reseiit SNStoni and the late ministers, for nothing demanded 
<he reality and the reputation of vigour so much as tem- 
porizing." 

The two following letters are letters of speculation which 
more recent events have put out of date. The ^con- 

tains a passage, which we have marked for quotation: — 

With tho Gxterision, we have iound it iiecossai'y to laako in our inilitiivy, 
wo have also at dilleront times thought it incumbent upou us to enlarge 
our ecclesiastical, establishment. This seems to have been done with a 
MOW, less to tlie cure of souls that are already Chnstian, than to tho con- 
version ot those that it is desired to^make sojs hut tho advocates of tliis 
project may take my word for it, tWt they are treading upon unstablo 
ground. There are two reasons, for which J object to what tliey are doing, 
iiie lirst is, that they will tail in tho attempt; and tho second is, that their 
laihire will be a bloody one. U’hey will give our military establishment 
more to do, than tho ecclesiastical. Not only will they not make tho na- 
tives oi India adopt Christianity ; but, oven it they did make tliem adopt it, 
they would not make them retain it. T'o make tlicin Cliiistians is one 
tiling; to kee]) them so is another, and a very dillbrent thing too. Wo have 
not only to jdant tho tree, but wo have to itiako it grow. Ueinembor tho 
puritanical steersman,— “ Take caro what you arc about ; hut if you aio 
determined to run into her, dosvn with your holm.” Without Ib’llowiiig 
hiui ill las selection of an end, wo may still ho taught by the ellicncy 
ot Ins means. Jietbro wo commit ourselves in tlio path winch is ho- 
toro us, let us look carefully forward, to see liow far tlio toriimuiLion, it 
leads to, IS likely to answer tho j»uij)oso in which it statLs Ctn. us 
not be betrayed by that, us a [iromiso, which, in the end, may provo 
to have been a tlireat. We might have done as well, perliajis, if 
we had left India alone from the beginning ; but, standing wlioro w’o 
do, wo uro doubly bound to juirsuc that course, winch is best for tlin 
sake ot tho natives, as well us for our own. If we are to give them 
Christianity, let us also conlirm them m it. Cel us not ho satisllcd with 
tliose as proselytes to-day, who are toprovc ajiostatcs tomorrow; and let us 
lake care, also, that we do not provoke them to cut our tin oats into 
bargain. 

To do any real good, we must invert the order of our measures 
clioico lay between inqiaiting religion and iiisliuction, and instinction aiT^ 
religion. Wo chose tho foimcr, and wo chos(‘ wiong. Wo have hithei to 
been putting tho cart before the horse Instead of beginning n\ ith religion, 
and leaving instruction to follow after, let us cdiicHte tbc natives liisl; 
aud then, if Cliristiaiiity be what I behove it to bo, u will niako Us own 
way, and take its placo for good Qualify tho mitivcR to oxcreiso a choice, 
before you drive tlicm to make one As we raise our fabric, religion may 
become the floor, but it must he looked up to us tlio coiling now Mven 
instruction must bo discreetly aud giadually ini})artod. 1 bold it to 
be an indispousablo and invariable condition, both to snccess ari<l to so 
ennty, that W'O should defer not only any attempt, but any iiidiealion of 
a desire, to change tlio religion of India, until wc have lirst 8pr« ud solid 
instnictioii among the natives. Wc may as well abstain from giving tliem 
a book, until tlicy have been taught to read — Iroin sowing tho seed, until 
tlie ground lias been ploughed — Pp 02-013. 

We do not know what “ Civis " means by tlic assertion t1iat 
tlnj LXUnibiuij ui' oui ]-T*ck‘biabtical Establibhnieiit has had rn- 
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forencc rather to the conversion of hoathen, than to the cure of 
Christian, souls. Our Ecclesiastical Establishment, we fear, has 
nothing; to do with the conversion of the heathen. That Govern- 
mont has been putting religion before education in an attempt 
to co||p)rt the natives of India, is a notion which we did not be- 
lieve to bo entertained by any living man in the year 1850. 
“Civis ” has been living in Berkshire for many years past. 
Had he been living in Bengal, he would not now bo telling the 
readers of the Times, that Government is putting the cart before 
the horse, and giving the natives religion before instruction. 
On such subjects he is evidentl||nn qualified to speak. 

There is some interesting matter in the next letter (No. XIV.), 
rebitivc to the characteristics of French and English olHcers : 
here IS a sample of it: — 

As ('ommanders of Indian soldiers, and generally as implements of Indian 
warfare, there seems to be this remarkable distinction between the Eughbh 
and tlie French — the English make the best leaders ; the French arc good 
leaders too, and they are comrades into the bargain. When the sepoys 
lose their English otficers, they lose their all : much as they can do uiih 
their ollicers, tliey can do nothing without them. But when the sepoys 
lose their Frimch ollioers, though they loso a gi eat deal, still they retain 
something The Eiiglibh officers never descend from their position ; they 
are olbocrs o//' the ])arado, as well as on it. The French officers, on the 
contrary, associate with their soldiers, both Indian and European. In 
Eurojin they have many, if not most, of tliem, risen from the ranks; and, 
thoreforo, it is easy for tlicm both to go down towards their men, and to 
draw their nion up towards them 'fhey meet half-way, and have an 
acquaintanci*, an intimacy, beyond and independent of their military rela- 
tion Tho Duke of Wellington sanj, before the Commission on Military 
Funisbmcnts in 1 that “ bo lia«i found tho French officers, attending 
upon him, playing at billiards with their men ; and familiarities of 
kind going on, that woro never beard of m the British service.” 
*iio French oilicers and privates are “hail follow well met” With 
tlm English it is different The energy and dogged resolution of tho 
Viiglishrnan will always rouse and carry on his men, when they see him 
in their front; but tho familiarity and flexibility of tho French cliaractcr 
make a deeper, and leave a longer, impression than tho reserve and stiffness 
of tho English. The beggars at Hyderabad, in asking charity of an 
European, still used, in my time, to call him Bussy, after tlie officer 
who had commanded the Ni/.am’s French corps, before wo woro any of ns 
born , and, as late as IH20, M lla>mond’s tomb thoro w.as still periodically 
illuminated, tliougli ho had been dead, I think, since 17117 ; and, for aught 
1 know, it is so still. I am awaro that they were both of them men of 
eminent ability ; but wo, too, have bad no want of men of equal eminence ; 
and yet where is the English name, or tho English monument in India, 
that 13 remembered in this way ? 

To this passage, in the printed collection of his letters, Givis ” 
adds the following note; — “ An Indian officer of long experience 
‘ tells me, on reading this letter, that the sepoys of the subsidiary 
‘ force at Puna, which had been commanded by Colonel Wallace, 

^ subscribed, on his death, for the support of a lamp at his tomb 
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* and a man to keep it ; and that, every night, at the hour of tho 
‘ grand rounds, fancying that they saw the old Colonel on his 
‘ well known white horse, they used to turn out and salute him.” 

If there were not so many other matters pressing upon us 
for consideration, we would fain say a few words in thiS^laco 
about the distinctive characteristics of tho French and thermg- 
lish officer. Nothing surprises a Frenchman more than tho 
social gulf, which lies broad and yawning between the English 
officer and his men, and which, if tho former attempt to pass, 
ho is inevitably destroyed. “ J’aivu,”says M. Do Warren in his 
L'lnde Anglaise, “ un sons-lieiiibnant casst^ par uii conseil-de- 
guerre, pour avoir invit6 et recu deux sous-offn^iers a aouper cliez 
lui.” A Frenchman marvels at this ; and an Englishman mar- 
vels that it should be otherwise. We should be very sorry to 
exchange the oificer’s mess for the cafv and tho esiaminet. 
English officers may amuse themselves with their men — but 
they must do it gregariously. They may play at cricket, for 
example, with the privates of their corps — and tho more they 
do it the better. But it is a dilTerent thing to play at billiards, 
or dominos. In the same way, officers may (and often do) attend 
the barrack-balls, given by non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates — may dance with the barrack belles, and drink negus and 
lemonade with them, without committing any military or social 
olTenee The intercourse then is between elu.ss and class, not 
between individual and individual, ft is only when man asso- 
ciates familiarly with man — when the intercourse is not general, 
hut particular — that a grave military otfence is committed, and, 
when committed, is unpardonable. And as it is, so would wo 
have it remain. It is the essence of oiir military system. 

It is more, however, to our purpose here, to remark on th* 
relative adaptability of French and English manners and co^p 
duct to the habits and prejudices of the natives of the fhist. 
There is a good deal to be said upon both sides. Kvervhody, 
who has seen the sepoys in a French settlement, kno\s that 
they are much more French in tlieir outward manmus, cjirri.ig(‘, 
and appearance, than any of our sepoys are Kiighsh. Ihere is 
something thoroughly French in their very mode of twisting 
their moustaches. But it may bo douhtijd, whctlicr tho Ircneh, 
in the main, accommodate themselves so readily to the liabits, and 
are so regardful of the prejudices, of the people by whom tlicy 
are surrounded, as our own English officers. Ihey arc miudi 
less cautious in what they do, and less guardc'd in what they say 
For example, the French officers of (lencral Oardanne’s mission 
to Persia, though for the most part selected men, able and accom- 
plished, verv soon lost their fooling at 'rcheran. and made tie 
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Persians long for the return of the English gentlemen. Sir 
I larford Jones says that they used the word hetea so often in 
conversation, that the people about them finished by discovering 
its meaning ; and one day Mirza Shefii himself caught General 
Gar applying the flattering title to him ^ — “ And you may 

easily conceive/' said the cunning old gentleman, “ that I did 
not think this very air-ferauz.^* 

The mention of the honour* in which Raymond and Riissy are 
still held by the natives of India, called forth some remarks 
from an editorial writer in the Times, of which the following 
IS a passage : — 

“ Ihit can “ Civis” really mean to ask, “ Where is the English name, or 
monument, rememhered hko those of Raymond or Bossy Wo arc veiy 
sure lio will bo able to recollect the tomb of a greater man than either, to 
wliich a sorrowing Hindu will retire from an unsuccessful suit, and mute 
ly appeal to the memory of the dead for that justice, which, he ooucoives, is 
denied him by the living. Did not our correspondent read the other day how 
a veteran of Madras, who might have seen Tippu’s cavalry on St 'J’homiis’a 
Mount, was followed to his grave by the whole native jiopulation? Does ho 
not know that “ Sahib Wauhkn ITosukius” is the hero of tlio ballad min- 
strelsy of Bengal*^ Did ho never hear stories of Cootf/^ It is hut a 
short time, since an old white bearded sepoy came to present a memorial to 
an English oilicer, who holds one of tho highest omployincuts in India 
A print of CooTK being in tho room, tho veteran recognized at ouco that 
face and figure, winch had not been seen for more than lialt'a century; anrl, 
forgetting his salaam to tho living, halted, drew himself up, lilted his hand, 
and, with solemn reverence, paid his military obeisance to tho dead. 

To this “ Givis” replies that, in choosing an English name 
to put in competition with that of Jlussy, none better could l;avc 
been chosen than that of Coote. “There never was an Eng- 
lishman,” lie says, “ on whom the sepoys had sucli implicit 
•-reliance, or for whom they cherished so dutiful an attachment. ' 
then goes on to say : — 

The sepoys never forget a leader they have fought under. With tlicm 
tho name of llardirujc will outlive us all. When Lord Cornwallis, in Ins 
ndirin ago, wont the second time to India, in IBOo, and was stepping out 
of his boat at Calcutta, an old sepoy, making his way briskly through the 
crowd, pushed up to liim with “ Lord Wallis Sahib, \ was with you at 
Soringapatam " It was hard tho veteran soldier, or rather the veteran 
statesman, should not liave been allowed to leave his Indian fame, wlicro 
he had already placed it — I*. 70. 

We have some unwillingness to comment upon this last 
remark, because we are not quite certain of the meaning of it. 
Does it mean, that it would have been well for Lord Cornwallis’s 
reputation, if lus Indian career had closed with the treaty of 
Seringapatam ? or simply that it was hard he was not per- 
mitted to rest his fame on his first Indian administration 
Eor our own parts, we cannot but think that tliis brief se- 
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cond administration of Ijord Cornwallis gives a dignity and 
a completeness to his entire career, such as nothing else could 
have imparted to it. It was fitting that a man, who from 
early youth had devoted himself to the service of his country, 
should die with his harness upon his back. Othei^rejit 
Indian statesmen Clive, Hastings, Wellesley, — either fretted, or 
drowsed out, the remainder of their lives. Cornwallis, at his 
country s call, returned to the seat of his former labours, and 
only laid down the staff with his life. It was no small thing, 
that, at his advanced age, the British Government should liave 
urged him to return to India; it was no small proof of the 
honour in which he was held, and of the confidence which was 
reposed in him. There was no want of able and energetic 
men, either in India or in England, to succeed liOrd Wellesley 
in the government of our Eastern Emjiirc, but the adminis- 
tration looked only to Lord Cornwallis, and bcsouglit Jnm to 
undertake again, if only for a brief season, tlio direction of 
affairs in India. It was at the end of 1801 , that the aged 
IMarquis, then resident at Culford, received one day a visit from 
Lord Castlereagh, who was at that time Bresidont of tlio 
Board of Control. After some general conversation on Indian 
affairs, Lord Castlereagh spoke of tlio strong feeling in the 
India House against I^ord Wellesley, of that nobleman’s con- 
duct towards the Court, and of the anxiety that it liad engen- 
dered ill the minds of ministers tliemselves. He then declared 
that it was the earnest wish of His Majesty’s confidential 
servants, that Lord Cornwallis, in such a conjuncture, should 
again take upon himself the direction of affairs. At tliis time 
Sir George Barlow stood appointed to the sucoession. Three 
or four years before, the Court of Directors had unanimousi^^ 
resolved that ho should be appointed Governor-General on 
deatli, or resignation, of Lord Wclle.sley, and tlio Board of Con- 
trol and the British Government had confirmed the a])point- 
ment, in a manner most flattering to that gentleman. It was 
indeed, as Lord Castlereagh said, on the united recommendation 
of Lord Cornwallis and Lord Wellesley, that the appointment 
was made. The former, who loved and respected Barlow, 
had lost no opportunity of urging liis claims upon the Home 
Government; and now, that Lord Castlereagh sought him 
at Culford to thrust the Governor-Generalsliip upon him, 
tlio venerable nobleman spoke of his own advanced age, and 
represented, in no lukewarm manner, the just expectations and 
the great merits of the gentleman, who stood appointed to the 
succession. Lord Castiercagh’s answer was, that the njipoint- 
ment, at such a time, of any inemhcrs of T..ord Wellesb'v s Go- 
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vernment would be offensive to the Court of Directors, and that, 
on no account, would they bring themselves to assent to it — an 
assertion, however, which we find it difficult to accept without 
some reservation. The discussion continued ; Lord Castle- 
reagb^gain urged on the Marquis the importance, in such a 
juncSre, of his co-operation; and Lord Cornwallis, then at- 
tempting to affect a compromise in favour of his friend, ofiered 
to undertake the mission, on condition that he was assured of 
the succession of Sir George Barlow. Lord Castlereagh said 
that it was impossible to give any specific pledge to this effect ; 
but that nothing would so surely promote the chance of Bar- 
low’s succession, as the acceptance of the Government by 
Lord Cornwallis : indeed, he said, it was that gentleman’s 
“only chance” — and upon this the Marquis consented. He 
accepted office very reluctantly, spoke of it as “ a rash step,’’ 
and, not improbably, at some seasons had a painful foreshadow- 
ing of the doom, that was in store for him. 

Such were the circumstances of Lord Cornwallis’s second, or 
as more properly we should write, his third, acceptance of the 
Government of India: for he had been called upon in 17!)7 
to proceed a second time to India, but was fain, after his pre- 
parations had been made, to take advantage of a favourable 
turn in the tide of affairs to make way for a younger man. 
In our estimation, this second mission of Lord Cornwallis to 
India IS the very crown of his reputation. Had lie shown any 
eagerness for power, it would have been another thing : but 
the appointment was thrust upon him ; and that, at his ad- 
vanced ago, and in an infirm state of hcaltli, he should have 
sacrificed his case, his comfort, and, as it proved in the seipicl, 
very life, at the call of the State, which he had served irom 
Jos boyhood upwards in three different quarters of the Globe, 
re surely not an event to be deplored by the most jealous con- 
servator of his fame. 

The second administration of Lord Cornwallis was too brief 
to affect, either for good or for evil, the reputation, which he 
had previously earned. The great fact is, that he came to 
India at the call of his country, and died with the harness on 
his back. What he did, before he was prostrated by sickness, 
indicated no decline of vigour. He came out with a certain work 
to do, and be set about doing it in earnest. A very remarkable 
epoch was that autumn of 1805 ; and nothing more remarkable 
was there than the consummate ability and address, with which 
Sir George Barlow and Mr. Edmonstono contrived to dove- 
tail (almost, indeed, to reconcile) the seemingly conflicting 
policies of Lord Wellesley and Lord Cornwallis. It is pro- 
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bable, indeed, that, at that time, and under the alarming finan- 
cial pressure which then existed. Lord Wellesley was not less 
firmly impressed with a conviction of the paramount neces- 
sity of peace than his less warlike successor. But we are 
entering upon a chapter of Indian history, which must be '^tteii 
at another time. It cannot be introduced as an episode in such 
an article us this.* 

We go back again now to another of our Anglo-Indian 
worthies — to Sir Eyre Coote, of whose last days “ Civis ” gives 
the following account : — 

My time was only beginning, when the companions of Coote were closing 
t})ons. Yet I still remember tlio old sepoys, who used to totter up to bis 
picture in the Exchange at Madras, and Salam to him to the neglect of 
the lolty personages who hung around. In 17H‘.i,ju8t before the death of 
liyder, Sir Eyre Coote was in command of the army opposed to him near 
Madras; for. in those days, a few stops took ns into the presence of our 
enemy. A friend of mine, who had been then the paymaster of his camp, 
told me that, as the General had suffered a succession of paralytic attacks, 
a report got abroad among tlie sepoys that he was dead— hut that, in order to 
conceal it from them, his body wa.s about to be clandestinely removed ; and 
so much alarm and agitation were the consequence, that it was thought 
prudent to show him, by opening the doors of his pahiiKpiiu, as ho was 
being carried through the camp, lie was only just alive ; hut still the bare 
sight of the body, almost a corpse as it was, suppressed every emotion, and 
Jill was in a moment quiet, lie never returned to Ins eummand. 11 is 
troops, us was then generally the case, were heavily in arrear. At one 
crisis of that struggle, 1 think, tlioy were a wliolo year without pay. 
Though it was then borne, what would bo tlio ellbct of such an arrear, if it 
were to happen now ? As a last resource, Sir Eyre was put on board a sliqi ; 
and he made a voyage to Calcutta, subservient to tlio jiurjioso of jirocuriug 
money for liis army. In thosi‘- times, as in the present, and whether the call 
has come from the Gantalic,] or tlic Punjab, tin; purso has always been 
ill Bengal, To a certain extent, ho obtained, wliat was wanted ; but, on hi^^ 
voyage back, his ship w'as chased by a FVcncli Irigate I ho master did 
want to have Icarnod from idntarch that ho was carrying Ca-sar and hm 
foitnncs ; and Coote, knowing tho value of hi.s charge, was so inlimt npi^ 
the issue, that ho could not bo got to leave tho deck, i lo ])erscveied in 
restlessly watching the chase, which did not cease, till they found rofngo in 
Madras Uoads. But, what with tlio fatigue, and tho exposure, and tho 
anxiety, the whole together proved too much lor him llo Jived to be 
landed, but that was all ; and, on the aocoiid or third day, ho died. 

• I'here is a chance of tlie in the “ I ives of tin* Go^crIlors (,rneral of India, 
lictween tlie biogiaphy of W'^uirc-n Ilastiiif's and that of l.ord I cigurnonih, being 
lillc<l up erelong bv the imblication uf a Miinoir ol Loid Cornwallis, for wliicli 
« onsiderublc inatcnal.s, including a large body of Ihs lAHd.',liii*’s privulc correspon 
dence, have been colleuled and arranged. 

f 0(ir?uUic is the designation given to tliat traet of low hind, wlindi extcinls from llie 
Ghauts in 7'.)'" to of Fast longitude, ami ironi the southern honndary of the noi iliern 
t’lrears in to Cape Coinoiin in 8’, North latitudo. Tlie (^arnattr is, on tljceastein 
♦•oiist, what the Kokun, or Contan, as it is inrorrer-tly ealled. is on the wetein eoost of 
the reniusnla; audit comprehends .1/adia^, the capital of the secoml of the thre 
Governiuents of India. 
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W« like our author best, when he is in his most gossipping 
mood ; so we give another passage from this letter : — 

It bus been shown, in a note to the preceding letter, in wbat reverence 
the nieinory of Wallace was hold among the sepoys at Puna, where lio 
)uid oAimanded. It is singular that both these officers, Coote and Wallace, 
bulofl^d to the King’s, and not to the local, army. They had, therefore, 
Imd but a limited personal intercourse with the sepoys, and could neither 
«)f them speak a word of their language. But all Indians look up with 
habitual reverence to authority ; and the sepoy.s are always fond of the 
man, who leads them well, and treats them kindly, and under whom they 
have been accustomed to be successful. It used to bo the practice in the 
fudiaii Army for tho field officer of the day, oven after the longest marcli, 
in the most oppressive weather, to put the troops through some manoMivre 
before dismissing them. In 1803, after tho first march of tho camj)aigii, 
wliich led to the battle of Assaye, the field officer asked tho General, 
through what manoDuvre he would wish the troops to be put? “ I think,” 
said tho General, “ that tho best manoeuvre, you can put them through, is to 
march them to their tents.” The best workmen are those, who, taking 
nothing out of their tools, when there is nothing for them to do, find tlio 
most in them, when tliere is a great deal to be done. 

1 am afraid I have been indulging tlio licence, that belongs to my ng(' 
Bat there was a time, when even these little incidents had their value , and 
it is a pity wo should lose tho faintest memorial of men, who, forgotten, as 
they are now becoming, w^re once eiiuncnt in their generation, and of 
whom one contributed largely to place India, w’here wo might have boon 
satisfied to keep it. 1 'hciois a pleasure in talking of old times, that only 
old men know ; indeed old times are generally tho only times they have 
got to talk of. When tho front windows arc shut, and there is nothing lelL 
to look forward to, we have no help for it hut to turn tlie other way 80011 
after Mr. Fox went into Parliament in 17GH, ho said one evening, as lio 
rose from table at Holland House, that he was going to the House of Com 
inous. An old gentleman, who was of the party, said, “ I have a great 
mind to go with you I have not been in tho House of Commons, since I 
sat there in the reign of Queen Anno.” It was Mr. Mothnen, who liad 
^^cen Under-Sccrotary to Lord Bolingbroko. 

It may be worthy of consideration, how far the fact here 
^^lanced at — that the oiliecrs, whose memories have been most 
olicrished by our sepoys, have been officers of the Hoyal service 
— may bo attributed to the unjust and most injurious system of 
exclusiveness, which has closed tho highest military command.^ 
against the officers of the Company’s Armies. Our sepoys 
will always hold the officers of the Royal Army in higher 
estimation, so long as tliey sec that they alone are deemed 
worthy to command tho armies of our several Presidencies 
The distinction, which is not overlooked by our native soldiers, 
has a most injurious moral effect; and it is high time that 
it should cease to exist. The Court of Directors are known 
to be hostile to the continuance of this system of injurious 
exclusiveness ; and it is not improbable that the succession of 
l.ord Ifardinge, who, to his honor bo it said, never loses an 
opportunity of declaring the high opinion he eiitenainb ul 
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the Company’s officers — it is not improbable, we say, that the 
succession of Lord Hardinge to the command of the British 
Army will eventually seal its fate. 

The next two letters are mainly speculative. They ^cuss 
somewhat vaguely the question “ What is to be done w» the 
Punjab?” — which has now found a practical solution. The 
next letter (No. XVIII.), which was not printed in the Times, 
relates to the limited Enlistment Act. We entirely disagree 
with the writer, who censures the measure as an impolitic and 
dangerous innovation. His reasoning is as inconclusive, as 
need be ; and is from first to last an entire mistake. Ho argues 
that it is dangerous for the military element to be infused so 
largely into civil society, and points to the part taken by dis- 
charged French soldiers in every insurrectionary outbreak. Now, 
English soldiers, we need hardly say, are very different from 
French soldiers. The English soldier ceases to be a citizen, 
when he takes the shilling of the Recruiting Sergeant. His 
sympathies go out from among the people. It seems to bo 
a condition of his existence, that, from that time, ho should be 
at war with all civil life. The people have no affection for 
him, and he has no affection for the people. They call him a 
lobster \ and, when opportunity offers, he uses his claws. Now 
it is our deliberate conviction (and we have thought and written 
a great deal on the subject of this new Enlistment Act) that, 
if any collision were to take place between the soldiery and 
the people, the discharged army men would be far more likely 
to “fall in” with the military, than to help the people to pull 
up the paving stones. And we say this too, witliout any refer- 
ence to the great subject of pensions, present and deferred; v«^ 
speak of the sympathies, rather than the interests, of our dis- 
charged soldiers ; but when it is remembered that with the n*.^ 
Enlistment Act, is associated an improved pension system, by 
which the army still retains its old adherents in a friendly grasp, 
any lingering feeling of apprehension vanishes at once ; and 
we are convinced that, in passing the new Enlistment Act, Eng- 
land has done wisely and well. 

We have time and space for but one more remark, upon the 
subject. “ Civis” observes, “ as a recommendation of the now 
‘ law, I see it is alleged by those, who are its advocates, that 
' none of the soldiers will take advantage of it, and that con- 
‘ sequently, even if it does no good, it will do no harm. Llien 
‘ I say, if they will not take advantage of it, when it does come, 

‘ they do not want it, if it does not ; and any law, that is not 
' wanted, had better not be made.” It would bo just as reason- 

r I 
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able to argue, that there is no need to emancipate a slave, 
because we do not believe that he will leave our service. Or, 
as "" Civis is rather addicted to familiar illustrations, we may 
say, that there would be no occasion to abolish a law prohibit- 
ing from getting out at Slough, when he has taken a Great 
Western ticket to Reading, because we feel perfectly certain that 
he will go on to his journey's end. A man may book to Read- 
ing; but he likes to know that he may get out at Slough. He 
may be sick, may have left something behind him, or may not 
like his fellow-passengers. At all events, he does not like to be 
locked in. The supporters of the limited Enlistment Act do not 
say that the privilege, it accords, will never be resorted to ; but 
that it will not be so frequently resorted to, as either to drain the 
army of its old soldiers, or to deluge the country with them. If 
a man desires to leave the^irmy, it is well that he should not bo 
bound to it for life; and, if he desires to remain in it, we may be 
sure that he will like the service better, and be a better soldier, 
for the knowledge that he is a free man, and not a slave. 

We must hasten to a conclusion of this discursive article — 
though we have not said one-half of what we intended to say. 
There is immense suggestiveness in letter XIX. : and we liad 
almost broken ground m Mysore, and entered upon the peri- 
lously attractive domain of the war with Tippu. We must 
not even touch upon this subject, further than to say a word 
about the following passage. We need hardly say that the /le, 
at the commencement of it, i.s Lord Wellesley : — 
lie began at Hyderabad, the I.ahore of his time, with reducing the 
French force tliat stood in his way, and converting a reluctant enemy into 
a cordial friend. He did not attack Tippu, till ho had extricated the 
^iC'i/.am ; and ho would not have advanced to Cahul, till ho had made sure 
of the Punjab. 

^ .fn 1791, Sir John Shore, then Governor General, had rejected a desire 
expressed by the Nizam to increase the two battalions subsidized by him 
from the Company; and, in the following year, his dissatisfaction liad 
boon so much aggravated by tho refusal to allow oven those two Englisli 
battalions to assist him in his war witli tlie Mahrattas, that he had 
required them to withdraw from his territory, and resolved to supply 
their place by a larger body of Sepoys, disciplined and commanded by 
Frencli officers. Before, however, tho English battalions bad crossed 
the frontier, they were suddenly recalled by tho Nizam, in consequence 
of tho revolt, in Juno 1795, of his eldest son, Aali Jah; and although 
they had thenceforth continued at Hyderabad, tho determination of tho 
Nizam, to extend his force of disciplined troops, drove him into the 
arms of the French, and forced him to resort to M. llaymond, an able, 
but then an obscure, French officer in his army ; and in that way began 
tho French corns, which afterwards reached such an e.xtont, that Lord 
Wellesley was obliged to got rid of it, before lie could enter into tbo war 
with Tippu in 1799, Luckily, Raymond bad then died ; or the accomplish- 
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ment of Lord Wellesley’s purpose might not have been so easy as it 
actually proved. 


It was in October 1798, that the French sepoys at Hyderabad, 
in the presence of a formidable array of British troops, were 
called upon to lay down their arms. They, who were fciesent 
at this mournful ceremonial, never forgot it to the lat^ day 
of their lives. Letters, still in existence, written immediately 
after the event, describe it as at once “ a glorious and a piteous 
sight.” Between eleven and twelve thousand French sepoys 
laid down their arms in heaps before our line of troops drawn 
up in an overawing position, and then moved olF in crowds, 
attended by their wives, children and chattels. It was a relief 
to all, when the ceremony was over; for, although no danger- 
ous resistance was apprehended, it was felt to bo a painful duty 
that was imposed upon the British Resident, and it was not 
certain that it could be accomplished without shedding of 
blood. We have no doubt that “ Civis," who went to Hydera- 
bad a few years afterwards, has often heard it touchingly nar- 


rated. 

We have now turned the page, which brings us to the last 
letter of the score ; and we come upon the most important 
subject, which is touched upon in the whole series. “ Civis, 
being one of the old sfthool, is greatly alarmed at the thought of 
the attempts, that have been, and are being, made to convert 
the natives of India. He says : — 

I cannot take leave of this subject without once more earnestly enjoining 
(and I hope for the last time) tho most sedulous caution in intorlering with 
tlie religion of tho Indians. If it be for their good (and I am not nrctcnd- 
ing to put it as a que8tion)-if it bo for their good, tliat they should become 
Christians, it is still more for their good that ilioy should continue so Ai^ 
need I insist upon its being for our good, that the change, come w len » 
may, should be wrought without that disastrous collision, which precipi 
measures will inevitably occasion? 


And again, enlarging on and illustrating the subject . 

Soon after thefoundation of the college at Calcutta under the gorernment 
of Lord Wellesley, a thesis was proposed to tho 

treatment involved a contrast between the respective ® rrmund • and 
ans and Mahomedans. In India, this was always ticklish > 

accordingly, the Munshii, the Mahomedan tutors ol tho college, 

Thersaid y they had been allowed to enter tl.c lists, as the cha.npions of 
theirown liKey would have Wn eatisned ; hut they comp aiu^^^^^^ ol 
being made lookers-on only at a contest, in which icir i c c , .y n.gigy 
the assault upon them, was committed to their adversaries. Lord Wellesley 

directed the thesis to be withdrawn. , warn- 

We shall be hioky if. when we do gam experience, wo gam it by warn 

inir and hv waruini? only. A very intelligent friend of mine, who served 
fo?'many years i/tlie fndian Army, with both his eyes and his cars open, 
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und ^Vio,I am sure, wishes the Indians as well as I do, tells me that, in th# 
year 1832 or 3, a number of religious tracts, and among them a disingenu 
0 U 3 life of Mahomed, which, in order that the mischief which such a tbin^ 
k capable of doing might be spread as widely^ as possible, bad been tranl 
Jated into the Indian (?) language, were sent from Bombay to Jaulna, and 
circul^fid among the native Indian troops stationed there. The substance 
and mmifest design of these tracts excited a considerable emotion, espe- 
cially among the cavalry, who are almost exclusively Mahomedans j and 
fiome of the Munshis, the instructors of the officers in the native lan- 
guages, were desirous of answering the life of Mahomed ; but the com- 
manding officer very prudently ordered all the tracts to be collected and 
burned ; for, such a controversy once begun, who can undertake to say to 
what result it might have led ? 

It seems a characteristic of the British mind in India, that 
it is liable to periodical attacks of panic : and none appears to 
have been more severe — not even the Kussian, or the Burmese — 
than the panic caused by the Missionaries. It is amusing 
enough to find its effects so stereotyped on the mind, as to 
come out, fresh as the sculptures of Nineveh, after the sleep of 
a (]^uarter of a century. It would probably astonish Givis 
were he to take a voyage to the “ City of Palaces,” to see the 
Indians, as he calls them, sending their children by thousands 
to the Missionary schools, and Christian men and women ac- 
knowledged by many of them as their friends and benefactors. 
We have puzzled ourselves in vain to discover what Civis ’ 
means by ‘‘ the Indian language.” Had he not mentioned the 
native languages immediately after, it would seem, as if he 
thought they had hut one. His notions of the Indians” altoge- 
ther are most mysteriously hazy. They can fight well ; but he 
is doubtful, whether they can do any thing else ; and he is 
more than doubtful, whether they can ever be Christians. 
<tK"fiu3 he says : — 

^.Before we attempted to make the Indians Christians, wo ought to have 
It^n that they were fit — I would even say that they were capable — of 
being so. I never yet know or heard of one single instanco of a creditable 
convert to Christianity in India. I never knew an instanco of one, that 
was not as well a reproach to the creed he was adopting, as a warning to 
the one he had abandoned. Such converts as have yet been made, small 
as their number is, have served therefore no other purpose than that of 
deterring others from following their example. 

What “ Civis” thinks of “ the Indian,” who dares to be a 
Christian Missionary, may be learned from the following curi- 
ous morsel : — 

For the purpose of conversion, such a person was the very last that 
should have been chosen. A black instructor would be sure to be listened 
to with less respect, and to have less influence with the native Indians, 
than a white one. Such a messenger might repel— he certainly would not 
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invite ; and in what character more degraded and offensive could he be 
exhibited to his countrymen than that of an apostate ? Without more 
unwillingness, I hope, than my neighbours to undertake a good office, 
1 should be very sorry to stand in this black Missionary’s shoes. Ask 
anybody, who knows India, what he will accomplish, and I think they will 
tell you “ nothing ask them what he will encounter, and I am sm they 
will tell you, “ a great deal'* 

Our experience of Native Christians is somewhat wider, and 
certainly very different. Wo know not a few, who have won for 
themselves a high place in the esteem and affection of men, 
no way inferior to “ Givis’* either in mind, or in social posi- 
tion ; and we doubt whether any Chaplain, through the length 
and breadth of Hindustan, has so much influence and so much 
respect among the Hindus, as the Rev. Krishna Mohana 
Banergea. “ Civis ' might have learned, also that the Indians, 
ill the field of science, had proved themselves at least equal to 
their European brethren ; and that the highest medical prizes 
in the University of London had fallen to a converted Indian 
“ with a black face.” 

Notwithstanding this curious little outbreak of early pre- 
judice, we shake hands cordially with “ Civis,” thanking him 
for the opportunity he has given us of almost out-gossiping 
himself. 



442 THE EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS OF CALCUTTA 


Art. VIII. — 1. The History y Desigiiy and Present State of the Rc-^ 
ligiousy Ueneoolenty and Charitable Institutions, founded by the 
British, in Calcutta and its Vicinity, By Charles Lushington, 
E^y of the Bengal Civil Service, Calcutta, Printed at the 
Hindustanni Press, 1824. 

2. Hand-Book of Bengal Missions, By the Rev. James Long, 
Church Missionary, in Calcutta, London, 1848. 

3. The Oriental Magazine, No, 6, June, 1843. A Brief Memoir 
of the late Mr, David Drummond. Calcutta, Loll Bazar 
Press, 

4. The Calcutta Literary Observer ; July to October, 1 847. CaU 
cutta, Carey and Meiides, 3^, Loll Bazar. 

Reader ! transport yourself in fancy to the latter part of 
the last century, and, in one of the quadrangles of the Fort, 
which adorns and protects this City of Palaces, you will see a 
snug little house, which is given up to those Staff Serjeants, 
who are employed in the Ordnance Department, by Govern- 
ment. Enter ; and, in the ante-room, you will see a small 
knot of little chubby children, conning their daily lessons 
under the superintendence of some widow, who has long 
past the meridian of life, and whom the res angustce domi 
liave compelled to undertake the tuition of children, to intro- 
duce them into the vestibule of learning’s fane, and to initiate 
them in the mysteries of Reading, Writing, and (perhaps) 
Arithmetic. “ Mavor’s Spelling ” is the text-book. Some 



^f*Unkind, and changed the face of society. Others are reading 
the story of Frank Pitt, the great fat boy, who devoured an 
enormous-sized cake, and had to swallow a corresponding quan- 
tity of medicine to counteract the effects of his gluttony : 
while a third set, more advanced than the rest, are learning to 
spell such tremendous words, as “ Va-le-tu-di-na-ri-an,” “La-ti- 
tu-di-na-ri-an are reading about the wolf, who devoured the 
pretty little Iamb most cruelly ; and are poring over the meaning 
of the <jpnte8t between TEolus and the Sun, fought, like a 
good practical joke, at the expense of a poor unoffending way- 
farer. The progress, which these children have made, is 
considered very satisfactory : and the poor widow, taking the 
mouth-piece of the hukah from her mouth, and laying down 
her needle-work on the mat, congratulates herself, witn spec- 
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tftcles on her nose, that the education of Annie, Janet, and 
Margaret is nearly complete. 

Let us turn hence towards a spot, now much changed from 
its pristine desolate appearance, and known by the name of 
Coolie Bazar. The pretty church, and the little <||hito 
mansions, which now adorn the spot, were not then to b^een. 
Small bungalows, like so many mounds of straw, broke the 
level prospect of the situation, and were the habitations of 
invalid soldiers, who had fought at Seringapatam, or helped to 
drive Sujah from the plains of Plassey. Living upon a rupee 
a day, these old pensioners smoked and walked, and smoked 
and slept, their time away. One, more learned perchance than 
the rest, opened a school : and, while the modest widow taught 
but the elements of knowledge, the more ambitious Pensioner 
proposed to take them higher up the hill of learning. 

Let us contemplate him seated in an old-fashioned chair, 
with his legs resting on a cane morah. A long pipe, his 
most constant companion, projects from his mouth. A pair 
of loose pyjamahs and a charkanah banian keep him within 
the pale of society, and preserve him cool in the trying 
hot season of this climate. A rattan — his sceptre — is in his 
hand ; and the boys are seated on stools, or little morahs, before 
his pedagogic majesty. They have already read three cliapters 
of the Bible, and have got over tlie proper names without 
much spelling ; they have ^vritten their copies — small, round, 
text, and large, hands ; they have repeated a column of Entick’s 
Dictionary with only two mistakes ; and are now employed 
in working Compound Division, and soon expect to arrive 
at the Rule of Three. Some of the lad’s eyes are red with 
weeping, and others expect to have a taste of the ferula. 
The partner of the Pensioner’s days is seated on a low Dinm^ 
pore matronly chair, picking vegetables, and preparing the 
ingredients for the coming dinner. It strikes twelve o clock , 
and the school-master shakes himself. Presently the boys 
bestir themselves : and, for the day, the school is broken up . 

These pictures are not the figments of the imagination . 
they are the photoqraphs of other years and distant scenes ^ ^d, 
if there be any, who still have even a faint recollection of the 
times of which we are treating, they will acknowledge the 
verisimilitude of the picture, and give the writer credit for 

were the schools, which, soon after the establishment of 
British supremacy in the East, were formed for the instruction 
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of youth of both sexes. They were resdly makeshifts-^ 
mere plans, like other domestic plans, which men contrive 
for augmenting their means of subsistence. They were look- 
ed upon simply as sources of revenue ; and hence every in- 
dividiptl, in straitened circumstances, set up a day-school, 
whicnmight serve as a kind of corps de reserve, until fortune 
smiled propitious, and a more congenial employment was ob- 
tained. Things have not much altered in this respect. The 
office of school-master, one of the most responsible and im- 
portant under the sun, is still recklessly adopted by all kinds 
and classes of men, who cannot find any other employment for 
themselves. The broken down soldier,” the bankrupt mer- 
chant, and 

The ruin’d spendthrift, now no longer proud, 
generally fill the office of the pedagogue, and perpetrate an 
amount of moral mischief, which it is not easy to calculate, and 
very difficult to remove. 

It is a truism that there is not a business in life, which does 
not require a particular mental, moral, and physical discipline. 
Even the cutting of corks requires an apprenticeship of seven 
years. The honourable professions in life demand the devotion 
of the entire season of youth, to attain a complete qualification 
in all their requirements and dependencies. The only excep- 
tion, it would appear, from this wholesome rule is the office of 
the school-master. Those, who are fully alive to its importance 
and its magnitude, enter upon their duties with misgivings, and 
never fail to study the great improvements, which are being made 
in Science, Philosophy, Literature, and Art, in order that they 
^l^lay qualify themselves for their duties. Such conscientious 
teachers are however rare. For one of this stamp, we have a 
^'undred reckless, careless, and bold-spirited adventurers, with- 
out experience, thought, study, training, or any preparation, 
who offer themselves as teachers — and are accepted ! 

It is a remarkable fact that, in the ordinary transactions of 
life, men display more caution than in the moral and intellectual 
training of their own offspring. Generally, they will seek the 
assistance of those people, who are regularly brought up, that 
is, really educated, in the particular business, for which such aid 
is required. A man, who wants a farrier, will not trust his 
horse to be shod by a barber , nor, if he be in need of a khid* 
mutghar, will he employ the services of a professional dhoby. 
Only in the great business of education do we see a blind and 
unreasonable departure from this rule. Children are entrusted 
to the care, not only of empirics, quacks, and men of base or 
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worthless character, but to those, who are well known to have 
been brought up to other employments, and have therefore 
never bestowed so much as a passing thought on the great ends 
of education. But surely a child is of greater value ^an a 
horse, and the pabulum mentis far more important than flatten 
and beef for the nourishment of the body. 

The season of infancy is the seed time of the mind. The 
faculties of observation and memory are then beginning to bo 
developed. The former catches every thing, and the latter 
stores it up. How necessary then is it, that the observation 
should be directed to those objects and those scenes, which 
niay be useful in after life, which ennoble man’s nature, enlist 
his feelingson the side of virtue, and attach them to Truth I 
At this season, too, curiosity is most powerful, and imitation, 
most active. It is obvious, then, that this curiosity should be 
directed to those objects, which strengthen the intellect, and 
develop the moral nature ; and that the principle of Imitation 
should have held up to it, as it were in a mirror, those actions, 
that course of conduct, and those characters, which add to 
the dignity of human nature, and adorn it with those graces, 
which shed a lustre around names, that will not easily be un- 
learned by mankind ! And now, above all others, is the time 
to teach the dawning mind to reverence God, to write upon 
it Ilis holy commandments, and to train it to look up with 
child-like love, trust and confidence to its Creator and Redeem- 
er. So spoke the wisest of men: ‘‘Train up a child in the 
way in which he should go; and, when he is old, ho will not 
depart from it.” 

As the child advances to maturity, the understanding begi^ 
to exert its powers, and admonishes the teacher that no^^ 
with the various systems of Science and Philosophy, the truj!||^ 
of man’s nature and his destiny must bo taught, so that he 
may know who and what he is, and to what his destiny points. 
His mind must be fortified against the prejudices and errors, 
which often lead the mind from the path of truth to the cold 
and benumbing regions of infidelity. In short, ho must be 
taught how to lead a useful and a happy life here, and to 
make this life a stepping stone to life everlasting. 

These, and much more than these, constitute the great busi- 
ness of the School-master ; and yet how few consider the re- 
sponsibility, which is attached to the office. A few columns or 
♦Spelling, a few pages of Grammar and Geography, a lew 

chapters of Reading, writing copies, and working examples in 

Arithmetic, with many make up education. vVith others, a 
play of Shakespeare, some ICssays of Bacon, a superficial know- 
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ledge of History, an equation, and a demonstration comprise 
the sum of teaching. Moral and religious education are alto- 
gether omitted. 

But what else can reasonably be expected, as things now 
stanc^ One mati starts in life, as an assistant to an Indigo 
Planter ; but, at the end of the season, which proved unfavour- 
able, he becomes a teacher : for he thinks the work extremely 
simple, and concludes that the manufacture of indigo is a far 
more difficult task. Another has been trying to enter a 
Government Office ; but the portals of patronage will not open: 
and he is thereby induced to become a teaser, as a kind of 
“ hanger-on,” until he shall succeed in the accomplishment 
of his wishes. A third cannot find employment for himself. 
He is too well known for his irregular habits. The profession, 
in which he has been brought up^ has discarded him. The 
society, in which he moved, has driven him out of its pale. He 
is in utter disgrace : when suddenly he becomes a schoolmaster 
— and (will it be believed ?) he is supported, tolerated, praised. 
A fourth is a widow, left without any support by her de- 
ceased husband. Her education has been scanty. And yet 
she puts herself forward as a teacher ; opens a school ; and 
manages to eke out a subsistence, without any conscientious 
scruples, that she has undertaken a task, for which she is utter- 
ly unqualified. 

This wretched system is not yet defunct ; but great changes 
have taken place. So long as parents will look out for cfieaji 
education only ; so long as they do not estimate at their proper 
value a sound and thorough training for their children — 
^.rangers of blighted prospects will perpetuate this system : and, 
though driven from the ‘ high places’ of the city, it will still 
^sunt its purlieus, and, creeping into lanes and crowded streets, 
live a life of feverish anxiety for some years to come. 

As British supremacy began to extend, and the increasing 
demands of war and commerce caused an influx of Euro- 
peans into this land, greater efforts (and on a larger scale) were 
made to extend the benefits of education, and to elevate 
its tone. With the view of presenting our readers with 
a complete sketch of the state of education in Calcutta, 
past and present, we will divide our essay into four distinct 
heads. 

I. — The educational efforts of private individuals. 

II. — The educational efforts of classes of men. 

III. — The educational efforts of the clergy. 

IV. — The educational efforts of the Government. 

Before we enter on the first division, we feel our- 
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selves bound to notice the Free School, which is decid- 
edly the first school tliat was established in Bengal, even 
prior to the efforts of private individuals of liberal education. 
Tlie Free School may be regarded as the termination of all 
those little schools, of which we have already taken notice, and 
as the beginning of changes in education, which have yet 
ceased in this country. It is the end and the beginning of 
two phases of society, two different moral epochs; and as such, 
is quite an historical monument. 

About the end of the year 1747, a charity fund was in- 
stituted for the purpose of giving board and education to 
indigent Christian children — so early was there manifested a 
good spirit towards the poor of this world. Besides subscrip- 
tions, either monthly or annual, it enjoyed an endowment, 
which, upon the authority of Mr. Charles Weston’s letter to 
the Select Vestry of the Cathedral, date<l in the year 1787, 
grew out “ of the restitution money received for pulling 
down the English Church hy the Moors^ at the capture of 
Calcutta, in 1756.” To this amount was subsequently added 
a legacy of 6 or 7,000 Hs. bequeathed by Mr. Constantine; 
and this sum was still further increased by the public spirit 
of Mr. Bourchier, and the liberality of the Government. 

Mr. Bourchier, well known as Governor of Bombay, was 
originally Master Attendant of Calcutta : he was a merchant, 
and most successful in his pursuits. At this period there was 
no particular house, in which the Mayor and Aldermen could 
meet for the transaction of business; for there leas a time, when 
Calcutta was governed by a Mayor and Aldermen ! To remedy 
the inconvenience, which these municipal officers suffered for 
want of special accommodation, Mr. Bourchier built the 
Court House, which was much enlarged by several additioiis 
in the year 1765. He gave it to the Company, on conditi'® 
that Government should pay 4,000 Arcot Rs. per annum, to 

support a charity school, and for other benevolent purposes. In 
consideration of the many great improvements, which had been 
chiefly made by the munificence of private individuals, Govern- 
ment agreed to devote 800 Rs. per month to these charitable 
purposes. And, when the ruinous state of the building rendered 
its demolition necessary, Government with truly generous 
spirit consented to pay 800 Rs. in perpetuity. Some years after- 
wards, when application for assistance was again made to tlie 
Government on behalf of the school, a further donation of 800 
Rs. per mensem was munificently bestowed. The liberality 
of the Government, on this occasion, is truly deserving of 
praise. 
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Jn the lapse of time, the old Charity School became quite 
inadequate to the demand for education: and, in consequence of 
the necessity of providing instruction for the ofispring of the 
poor, the Free School Society was established on the 21 at of 
JDecember 1789, and its management placed in the hands of a 
Patr® (the Governor-General), the Select Vestry, and a few , 
other governors. 

It was soon found that the subscriptions and property of the 
old Charity School, and the Free School Society^ “ being of 
a contingent nature, so that each was occasionally obliged to 
lend and borrow interchangeably from the funds of the other, 
produced thereby a perplexity in the accounts, which would be 
avoided by the consolidation of the funds and it was there- 
fore resolved that, on the 14th April, 1800, the two funds should 
be consolidated, and the two institutions be united under one 
establishment, to be governed by the Select Vestry. 

Ill 1813, the benefits of the school were extended to an 
unlimited number of day scholars; and in 1817, a separate 
establishment was formed for children, who were willing to pay 
a sufficient sum to cover all expences. These children were 
placed under the superintendence of the 2nd master. 

At this time the funds of the school suffered diminution, on 
account of the improvements, which the governors were obliged 
to make on the premises, for securing the health and comfort 
of the children, — and on account of the reduction in the rate 
of interest given by the Government. On this occasion, 
the Bishop preached a sermon on behalf of the school; and, 
correspondent exertions being made by other friends of educa- 
tion, the funds were once more restored to a healthy condition, 
^g*d its means for doing good were considerably enlarged. 

The Free School may be considered as the parent of all 
tjf^cational and benevolent institutions in this land. It em- 
phatically stands a monument of British sympathy and genero- 
sity, at a time when war and the rumours of war ” rendered 
all things connected with the East India Company fluctuating 
and insecure, and when the desire for making money was 
more intense than it is at present. Many of those, who now 
hold responsible situations in the uncovenanted service of 
Government, received their education in the Free School ; 
and others, who have since been numbered with the ‘‘ genera- 
tions gone,’^ but who, in their day, were conspicuous for their 
mental and moral qualities, owed all the knowledge, which they 
possessed, to this same school. 

At the present moment the Free School is imparting an excel- 
lent practical education to about four hundred indigent children 



PAST AND PRESENT. 


449 


f)f both sexes. Great praise is due to the head teacher and his 
colleagues for their indefatigable labours in the schoolroom, 
A School of Industry has been established also for printing, 
tailoring, shoe-making, and carpentry. So far things promise 
well, and we have only commendation to bestow. Butiyiere is 
a small cloud, which is, we see, annually increasing, antRvhich, 
we much fear, will, if not quickly dispelled, paralyse the 
exertions of the friends of this school. The income is dimi- 
nishing. As far as regards the origin of this serious evil, wo 
cannot acquit the governors of all blame ; and we would ill 
discharge the duty, which we have undertaken, if we shrunk 
from speaking the truth. The first evil, from which the funds 
of the school suffered, was the appropriation of upwards of 
thirty thousand rupees to another purpose. The building of the 
Free School Church’, however praiseworthy in itself, was a 
diversion of the school funds from their proper object. This 
was a heavy blow to the financial prosperity of the school. 
Another great cause of the diminution of the funds is, that 
applications for subscriptions are not now made with that 
energy and perseverance, which characterized the exertions of 
an individual, whose services to the school can never bo too 
highly appreciated, and who deserves a passing notice. 

1\ir. Patrick Sutherland, Register of the Military Board 
Office, was connected with the Free School, as Purveyor and 
Assistant Secretary, from November 1807 to March 1833 , a 
period of twenty-six years. If we are not mistaken, he was 
originally educated in this school; and never have wo witnessed 
a more handsome return for benefits received, than in the 
instance of Mr. Sutherland’s after-exertions for its prosperi^. 
The comforts of the children were well attended to ; evd^ 
thing was managed on the most approved economical principk|j 
and, at his suggestion, the Government donation of 800 Jfs. 
per month was originally obtained. Various other sources ot 
revenue were also opened by him for the benefit of the school; 
and not a stranger could arrive in the country, but straight way 
an application was made to him for a pecuniary contribution. 

We have already remarked that, in consequence of the^ in- 
creasing demand for the education, fee scliolars were received 
into the Free School. Their number was increasing every 
month ; and parents, notwithstanding the reluctance they felt 
to send their children to charity schools, wfere compelled, for want 
of other private or public educational establishments, to saciilicc 
their feelings, and to send their little urchins to the Free School . 
This state of things was not suffered to continue. Many 
enterprising individuals observed that a school would make 
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a capital speculation : and it was left to the energy and good 
sense of a Mr. Archer to establish the first school for boys, in 
this City of Palaces, before the year 1800. His great success 
attracted others to the same field ; and two institutions speedily 
took t^ lead. Mr. Farrell’s Seminary, and the Durrumtollah 
AcadOTy, were the two rival institutions. There was also a 
school conducted by Mr. Halifax, another by Mr. Lindstedt, 
and a third by Mr. Draper ; but these were of less note, and 
did not attract so much attention. 

In all these institutions, a plain English education was 
given; and, what must on no account be overlooked, the princi- 
ples of navigation and book-keeping were made objects of 
special study. At that time, throu^ the exertions of Mr, 
Kidd, the founder of the Kidderpore Dock Yard, the country 
trade had received a great impetus. Ships were being built ; 
and young men, who had acquired a superficial knowledge of 
the theory of navigation, soon found employment. The study 
of navigation is now nearly banished from our schools ; and it 
is sometimes only, when the boys are sent to the schools in 
Calcutta from the eastward, that a special request is made 
for the study of navigation. This occurs so rarely, that, when 
the request is made, some such surprise is felt as if an echo 
of an ante-diluvian period fell upon our ears. 

In order to give our readers an idea of what these private 
seminaries were, we shall quote at length a passage from the 
memoir of Mr. David Drummond, which most graphically de- 
scribes the state of things at that period : — 

‘‘ Mr. Drummond has himself declared, that he was the first 
^person, who introduced the study of Grammar and the 
^Euse of the Globes, in the Durrumtollah Academy. This 
^i^minary was, at that period, in the most flourishing condition. 
^Xeceipta were large, and the profits, which the proprietors 
‘ realized, handsome ; and yet we perceive how lamentably 
^ low was the tone of education in it : in truth, people looked 
‘ for no higher qualification, than that comprised in the three 
‘ ‘ Rs.’ — Reading, Writing, Arithmetic. A knowledge of 
‘ these branches of learning was a passport to the subordi- 
‘ nate offices under Government. No other sphere of ex- 
‘ tended usefulness was demanded at the hands of the un- 
* covenanted branch of the service. — Merchants themselves 
‘ required no high scale of qualification. It is matter of sur- 
‘ prise to know how little was then required at the hands of 
‘ school-masters: but then we must not omit that the Go- 
‘ vernment of the country w'as satisfied with that liule^ at tlie 
‘ lime to which wo have made reference. There were men of 
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< brilliant talents among us— a Malcolm, a Munro, and others: 

* but the duties which devolved on them were not so’ onerous, 

‘ as to demand so complicated and expensive a machinery, as 
‘ the covenanted^ and uncovenanted service of the jlon'ble 

< Company now is. ^ 

How widely things are altered now ! The studies of schools 

* are adapted to present circumstances ; nothing is left untried 

< which will develope the energies of men, refine their feelings, 

‘ establish their morals, and make them fit instruments for em- 

< ployment in the service of a Government, whose responsi- 

< bilities are daily increasing. 

“We are happy to observe that Mr. Drummond was mainly 
‘ instrumental in introducing two studies of such importance. 

^ They are not however the only two, he introduced. English 
‘ literature, and the study of the Latin classics, were also 
‘ taught in his school, through his recommendation. But we 

* must not overlook another important change, which he etfect- 

< ed. Every individual is become so familiar with it, that we 
‘ are assured that it will occasion surprise, when wo mention 
‘ that Annual Examinations were first held by Mr. Drummond. 

‘ As at present, so was it formerly, a big day for boys. It was 
‘ a day of fear, of trembling, and of joy. The prospect of a de- 
‘ feat — a discomfiture — was appalling to the lads ; while the un- 
‘ certain prospect of a prize, and the too certain prospect of the 
‘ joyful holidays, were indeed soul-enlivening and soul-thrilling. 

‘ Could one but realize the day, as it came off under the auspices 
‘ of the late Mr. Drummond I The beauty and wealth of the city 
‘ were assembled there, and the curious gaze of the humble 
‘ clerks, and the eager faces of the teachers and the school-bdp^ 
‘ of other institutions — all were there. But the most prominei^ 
‘ figure was Mr. Drummond. He was the life and tho souffll' 
‘ the assembly. All eyes were bent on him, and with a smile ho 
‘ graciously repaid their kindness. Light and elastic, with the 
‘ vigour of youth, a pleasing countenance, and brilliant blue 
‘ eyes, Mr. Drummond was the hero of the day. — As each 
‘ class was called up, he detailed minutely the studies and tho 
‘ progress of the lads, and passed a high eulogium on their 
‘ assiduity and application; and lastly, who can forget tho 
‘ book-keeping class ? The boys in their Sunday clothes, with 

* their slates in their hands, ready to journalize and post with 
‘ the ledger the most intricate mercantile calculation — Mr. 

‘ Drummond throwing his gauntlet to the assembly to puzzle 
‘ his lads, ‘ cunning in workmanship’ — a question pompously 

* and slowly falling from the lips ol the late Mr. Halifax — the 
‘ answer after awhile correctly given, a burst of applause 
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* announcing the success ; Derozio receiving his medal with a 
‘ descant on his merits from his admiring master : — all these 
‘ combined to present a scene, which, while we write, warms 
‘ our l^rt, and makes us live over those days again. 

“ 'me first examination of this kind gave the death-blow 
‘ to Mr. Farrel’s seminary. Mr. Drummond knew the pow- 

* er of (what the French appropriately call) eclat. He 
‘ felt also that an examination without ladies was a non- 

* entity. He therefore called upon a lady-friend of influence 
‘ and respectability, and, making known to her his intention, 

‘ he promised her a grand ball and supper, and conveyances for 
‘ her friends to boot, if they would honour the examination 
‘ with their presence. Coaid such arts ever fail ? The bait 

* took. The hall was crowded ; and Mr. Drummond became, in 

* the opinion of the ladies, a great man, a famous man !’ 

Besides the institutions, which we have already mentioned, 

as public institutions for the sole benefit of private individuals, 
there were private seminaries, conducted by Reverend Gen- 
tlemen of the various denominations then in Calcutta. 
That conducted by the late Rev. Doctor Yates was the most 
flourishing. These seminaries were opened for the purpose 
of support ; and, as more permanent employment was obtained, 
they were abandoned. For this reason we had a number of 
private seminaries in succession, — some very excellent in their 
way ; but they were all evanescent. Either some employment, 
which relieved a sensitive mind from anxious dependence on 
public patronage, drew the conductors away, or death removed 
them from the scene of their labours. 

would feel ourselves guilty of an unpardonable omission, 
u we did not at this place make prominent mention of the 
SBools for young ladies, which were also established in this 
city. The earliest was that of a Mrs. Pitts ; and soon after 
many others were founded by private enterprize and public 
encouragement. That, which enjoyed the most extensive 
support however, was Mrs. Durrell’s seminary. It was of great 
repute: and there are many ladies, yet alive, who received the 
rudiments of their education, and their finish also, in this 
seminary. 

There were some features of the society of that period, 
which rendered these seminaries for ladies very popular. There 
were no hotels and large boarding-houses, to which strangers, 
on their arrival in the City of Palaces, could repair. The only 
places of resort for young ladies, whoso friends and relatives 
were at a distance from Calcutta, were those schools : and hence 
the seminaries for young ladies were at once seminaries for 
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learning, and boarding houses for young ladies, who had 
taken their farewell of the school. 

These seminaries also afforded an excellent opportunity 
for forming matrimonial alliances. Young men and old-— civi- 
lians and military gentlemen— merchants and indigo-fcnters, 
met here with a capital mart for sweet-hearts and wi^. To 
enliven the ennui of Ditch society, and to hasten the approach 
of ‘ an establishment,’ a grand ball and supper were given almost 
every month. Friends were invited, who introduced other 
friends : and it was no uncommon circumstance to find that 
many a young man most miraculously found his lost rib, and 
many a young woman discovered from whose side she had 
been taken. 

Much cannot be said of pahtilum which was given 

in these seminaries. Accomplishments were abundantly sup- 
plied ; and there were not wanting stimulants for acquiring 
them. But that knowledge, which enlightens, invigorates, and 
dignifies the character, was a sealed font. 

Wo must however make an exception in favour of one school, 
which was conducted by the late Bov. Mr. Lawson. Those 
alone, who enjoyed the good fortune of his acquaintance, knew 
the worth of that man. As a Baptist minister, ho pursued Ills 
ministry, noiselessly and without ostentation ; but he possessed 
a mind, which would have adorned the highest station, and shed 
a grace on the loftiest eminence of preferment. Ho is still 
remembered by some as a poet; nor was he less distinguished 
in this walk, than in others. His “ Maniac ’’ best shews his 
poetical powers ; and his minor pieces display great deli- 
cacy and tenderness of sentiment, combined with a light ami 
playful fancy, and a wit as harmless and as brightly kcOC^ 
as that of Addison's. He was moreover no mean sculpij^ 
a tolerable painter, and an excellent musician. JIis schoor™ 
young ladies could not but progress under sucli an able con- 
ductor. Ho bestowed great care on English composition — a 
great, aye almost indispensable, requisite in this as well as in 
all other lands : and there are ladies living, who are remarkable 
for their easy and graceful writing, and who received their 
lessons in grammar and style from the accomjdisbed mind ot 
the Bev. Mr. Lawson. Having now performed our duty to one, 
who well merits a more permanent notice than these pages can 
afford, we turn our attention to the second division ot our sub- 
ject : — the exertions made by classes of men. 

II. Various reasons urge the diflcrcnt classes of men in 
every society to establish institutions for their iiidcpcndeiU 
advantage. It is well that it should be so. For if all men were 

I. 1 
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actuated by the same views, and adopted the same plan, a tint 
and uninteresting monotony would be the inevitable result. 
The British in Gdlcutta early felt the necessity of those institu- 
tions, which are nourishing in their native land; and which, 
being Ae offspring of benevolence, serve in a great measure 
to alleviate distress and relieve poverty, to check crime and 
improve society. 

Actuated doubtless by these views. Major General Kirkpa^ 
trick, in August 1782, circulated proposals for the establishment 
of an Orphan Society. Not a single exception was to be found, so 
cheerfully and cordially did the officers respond to the appeal 
of the gallant Major General. In the month of March follow- 
ing, the Society was formed. The objects of the Society “ are 
‘ to provide funds, or resources, for the maintenance of the 
‘ children of officers dying in indigent circumstances ; to 
‘ relieve officers from the burden of contributing to private 
‘ subscriptions, in behalf of the orphans of individuals ; and, in 
' the hour of sickness and danger, to yield them the consolation 
‘ that, in the event of their dying poor, a certain pension will 
‘ bo secured to their offspring.” 

The Military Orphan Society is divided into two schools — 
the Upper and Lower. The former contains the children of 
officers ; the latter, of soldiers. These schools are again divided 
into two departments, for boys and girls respectively : and the 
education imparted is of a practical nature, designed to qualify 
the children for the situations they are likely to occupy in this 
land. 

The Orphan Society has been productive of manifold advan- 
tages. Some of the most eminent East Indians, both male 
female, having been educated in the schools connected 
wiUi the Society. For reasons of economy it was found ne- 
IRfsary to abolish the boys’ department of the Upper-school, 
and to amalgamate it with Saint Paul’s School. This arrange- 
ment was carried out in 1816. 

A Society, that has existed so long, and which is an honour to 
the Company’s Military Service, should not bo allowed to have 
a mere passing notice. Tliere were urgent reasons for a wise and 
benevolent provision of tliis nature for the offspring of the 
military gentlemen of the Company's Service. So early as the 
year 1770, various propositions were made, and various plans 
floated in the atmosphere of society, for making some kind of 
provision for the children of officers born out of the pale ol 
wedlock. Young men, heedless and improvident, on their enter- 
ing into the service, and arriving at Calcutta, too early contract- 
ed fatal intimacy with the women of the soil, and were totally 
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regardless of the future welfare of their unfortunate progeny, 
who were left to the benevolence and the charity of the friends 
and associates of their fathers. Many were entirely lost, being 
imperceptibly blended with the Muhammadans. The Orphan 
Hociety has rescued these poor children from distress, an1||itrord- 
ed them an asylum, where they have received an education, whicli 
has enabled them to obtain their livelihood, and become respect- 
able and reputable members of society. 

With the Orphan Society, the name of the Rev. Mr. Hoven- 
den is most intimately associated. Many, who were in the 
school under his reginir, make mention of him in very aHeo- 
tionate terms. TIis deeds of benevolence have been also trea- 
sured by many others : and we have often given pain, 
when we have honestly declared our unfavourable opinion 
with regard to his management of the schools. Witli the man, 
however, we have nothing to do. llis public acts are our con- 
cern ; and by these do wo judge of him. It seems that he de- 
voted all his attention to the girls of the Upper School. Uhe 
boys did not share so much of his regard : nor did the Lower 
School experience a proportionate share of kindness, llis alfcc- 
tion for the ladies of the Upper School blinded him to their best 
interests. The state of education was decidedly inferior; wlnlo 
tlicro was a wasteful expenditure in the victualling department. 
He was in short an excellent, pious, and most amiablo man ; but 
an indifTerent superintendent, and a very poor economist. 

It will not be considered out of jibico licro to advert to tlio 
European Female Orphan Asylum — an institution, whicli rcih'cts 
the highest honour on the community, by wliom it was establish* 
ed, and on whose support it still depends. The destitute cond^ 
tion of the offspring of European soldiers, who, if they 
Innately escaped the dangers of infancy, were noLwithstand,^^ 
exposed to the corriipLing influence of scenes of j)rofljgacy, 
attracted the kind and sympathizing notice of the Rev. Mr. 
Thomason, who appealed to the public, and succeeded in esta- 
hlishing the European Female Orphan Society. Contributions 
flowed in from every quarter — the officers and soldiers gavo 
liberally towards so desirable an object, and the Government 
bestowed a donation of 200 rupees per mensem.^ A house 

* We think that it will perhaps be interesting to give a list of iloiintiom, from 
the offieers and sohUeis of the ihiropeaii regiments sltiUoned iti India, towaids 


till’ Asyhiiii. 
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Ditto of ditto dCih „ o 
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and grounds in Circular Eoad were purchased for 37,000 rupees : 
and this Asylum has proved a blessing to the offspring of the 
European soldiery. 

The year 1821 was also remarkable for the exertions of the 
Ladie^^ociety for Native Female Education in Calcutta and 
its vi(^ity. Miss Cooke, better known as Mrs. Wilson, arriv- 
ed in 1821, and commenced her devoted labours. As \ve pro- 
pose to devote a separate article to native female education, wc 
content ourselves at this time with the simple mention of 
the name of one, who deserves to bo honourably enrolled with 
the Frys, and Mores, and other female benefactors of the world. 

We have now arrived at that stage of our subject, which re- 
(piires us to record the exertions of classes of men, not only for 
their own benefit, but also for the advantage of others. The 
most excellent private seminaries labour under the evil of 
transitoriness. This evil began to be painfully felt about 
the year 1820. People were then convinced that private 
schools could not answer the great purposes of national edu- 
cation. It may be, that the conductor of a private school 
might be alHicted with protracted indisposition, and his school 
would fail — or that, growing old and feeble, ho could not put 
forth those energies, which he did in his adolescence. 

About tlie year 1820, “a spirit was abroad." Not only 
“ did the acute indisposition of Mr. Drummond blight his 
‘ prospects, and hasten the ‘ decline and fall ’ of his academy ; 

* but a change had at this time taken place in society. New 
‘ views were entertained by individuals, and a new system 
‘ was required. Men perceived the necessity of attending to 
‘ the moral and religious education of children. — The East 
4(f^idians at that time exerted themselves in a way, which 
‘they have never done since. They not only sought for a 
'W6dress of the grievances, under which they laboured — they 
‘ not only determined to carry their complaints to the very fouii- 

* tain of British inlhienco and power — but they united toge- 
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‘ tber to establish a school for tbo beoefit of tbcir own cbil- 
‘ dren."* 

The Parental Academy, through the'influenco and exertions 
of the late John Miller Rioketts, was established on the 1st March, 
]823. The Calcutta Grammar School was established in^ne of 
the same year, owing to a dispute among the original memners of 
the Parental Academy, which led to a separation of elforts. On 
the establishment of these schools, Mr. Drummond’s Academy 
very sensibly declined; until it was merged in the Verulam Aca- 
demy, conducted by Mr. Masters, which was in its turn gi\,en 
up, when Mr. Masters was appointed to fill the office of the 
Head Master of La Martiniere. 

The Parental Academy was cradled in discord. The storm of 
passions swept over it, and the waves of prejudice buffettcd it. 
A bad feeling crept in among those who were united in estab- 
lishing this school; and no sooner was the Parental ushered 
into existence, than it experienced a sad reverse. Many friends 
were converted into bitter enemies : and an opposition school, 
tbo Calcutta Grammar School, was immediately established. 
Mr. Ricketts, with his small, faithful, and resolute band, however, 
remained steadfast in their good work; and though the beginning 
was feeble — only sixteen scholars having applied for admission 
— it soon prospered very greatly. 

To this Institution must bo cheerfully and unreservedly given 
the tribute of having raised the tone of Christian Education in 
tliis city, and directed attentioa to the importance of the study 
of the History of India, and of the Vernaculars. Tlio Roman 
and Grecian classics, the importance of which wo do not mean 
to underrate, were — very properly for the youth of this country, 
and the employments which they are likely to fill — reckoned^ 
only secondary consideration, and held subordinate to the st^ 
of English Literature in all its branches, and the practiM 
Sciences. Hence the success of the Institution. Many of 
its alumni fill lucrative and respectable employments, and 
have distinguished themselves in after-life. By adhering to these 
principles, it will continue to prove a blessing to the East Indian 
body. We know that it is now under excellent management ; 
and we wish the Institution every success. 

There is a fact connected with the Institution, which is alike 
honourable to the teaching, the pupils, and the East Indian 
body. It has enjoyed great popularity and success under two 
individuals, Mr. Lorimer and Mr. Montague, who have been 
wholly brought uj^ within its walls, and who have, like tiio 
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Roman child of historic recollection, returned to the parent — 
their alma mater — the nourishment, which they had received 
from her. 

These two gentlemen maintained the institution amidst the 
hottejrf^competition, that was known to exist in this country. 
LaMTrtinidre was in full operation, with its splendid funds and 
illustrious governors. Saint Xavier s College was carrying every 
thing before it ; and the Calcutta High School was in an efficient 
state, the Rev. Mr. McQueen having just left. Still the Pa- 
reiital bore up against the current most successfully. 

We have already adverted to the Calcutta Grammar School, 
which owed its origin to the division among the original mem- 
bers of the Parental Academy. It was established in 1823, and 
continued until the year 1830 ; when it was so dilapidated in con- 
dition, that it was found necessary to break it up, and erect 
another school on its ruins. The Calcutta High School was 
next founded, on the 4th June, 1830 ; and, under its first 
rector, the Rev. Mr. McQueen, it flourished exceedingly. How- 
ever it was also laid in the grave : and, on its ruins Saint 
Paul’s School was established, in the year 1817. 

On the 2nd April 1821, the Armenian community established 
The Armenian Philanturophic Institution for the benefit 
of their youth. This school has dragged on a not very lively 
existence until last year ; when it was shaken from its lethar- 
gy by the establishment of a rival school, designated Sr. 
Sanduct’s Seminary. 

It will not bo beyond our scope to mention the foundation of 
of La Martiniere, on the first March 183(), from the funds left 
by Major General Claude Martin. It is a richly endowed in- 
^:’tution — the most wealthy in Calcutta. There is an anomaly 
in its constitution, however, which cannot fail to strike the most 
lB{)erficial observer. It has effected a compromise between 
Popery, the Church of England, and Presbyterianism — a com- 
promise, which wo confess we are unable to appreciate, and 
which we can never conscientiously approve. It is a chari- 
table institution ; but the charity is extended not so much 
to the low and ragged poor, as to the rich and respectable 
poor, of whom there are hundreds in Calcutta. It is also a publu! 
boarding school. The teachers arc very highly paid; and the 
establishment is very large and expensive. If the greatest 
amount of charity were really and truly sought, the funds, now 
employed so largely and so liberally, could be made to relieve 
hundreds of indigent children, and to prove a real and enduring 
blessing to the poor. 

The Roman Catholic community, about the year 1833 and 
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1R31, were induced to make great exertions for the purpose 
of establishing a school for the benefit of their community. 
The fathers of the Society of Jesus, in the year 1834, established 
Sr. Xavier’s College. The original school was iii Doom- 
tollah. It was mainly assisted by two members of the (i^holic 
community, who were remarkable for their liberality^ One 
of them gave the building ; and the other furnished the College 
throughout, and supported it largely during the first months of 
its existence. This College flourished exceedingly, until it was 
ruined by the departure of the Jesuits in 1847. Saint John’s 
College has been founded in its stead. Great praise is most 
undoubtedly due to the present Archbishop, through whose 
energy and perseverance several schools, asylums, and orpba- 
nat^es have been established. It is truly astonishing to find 
by°what slender means so much has been done, llis own 
self-denial is however the principal cause — the corncr-stono — 
of his great and unprecedented success. Wherever indigent 
Catholics are to be found, there have a chapel and a school 
liouse reared their heads, and ministers have been sent to labour 
among them."*^ 

We regret that it is not in our power to record any corres- 
ponding exertions put forth to establish schools for young 
ladies. Some attempts were made; but they all signally failed. 
The committee of the Parental Academy established a fomalo 
branch in the school under their superintendence in the 
month of August 1831 : but, for want of duo support, they 
were obliged to abandon it in the montli of December follow- 
ing Private seminaries are to be found : !Mis3 ihorntons for 
instance succeeded Mrs. Durrcll's; and the names of the ex- 
cellent Keichardts are still fresh in the recollection of maim^ 
of our readers. Put Calcutta at present is deplorably in waiTT 
of a first-rate female school : it has literally nothing th^ 
can compete with Loretto House of the Homan Catholic com- 
TTI. Wo have now arrived at the third division of our 
subject, and not the least important. It is at all times a glori- 


• We subjoin a list of the various schools, 
of Archbishop Carew. Th<* hst is interesting, 
example of wliat self-ilenial and perseverance can 
St. John’s College. 

An Orphanage and Free school in the C 
A Free school at Bow-Ha/ar 
'I'he Loretto House — a Convent. 

Female Orpliauage at F.ntallv 
A Widow’s Asylum at Lulally. 

A school at Sernmpoie. 

A school at Diiij'ehng for Die xouth ol 


&c , established iimlcr the auspices 
and should inllutmcc olliciH, as uii 
accomphsli. 

alliolic Cathedral. 
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ous sight to witness self-denial, and exertions made without the 
expectation of any pecuniary reward. The Missionaries there- 
fore have our sincere admiration. Their cause is next our 
heart; and their moral heroism, in labouring earnestly, zealous- 
ly, cheerfully among the Heathen, is generally felt and 
appr^ated. They form a group, which cannot but attract 
regard and attention. All who cross the ocean, double the Cape 
of Good Hope, or are waggon borne across the isthmus of Suez, 
put their foot on this country for gold. They walk with Mam- 
mon, “ the least erect spirit” that fell, and think more of Indian 
riches than of the country itself. The Missionaries are the only 
exception. Their exertions in the cause of education are great 
and enduring. They have written their names and their worth 
in letters of gold, and wilh a pen of diamond. India will never 
forget them: and ** generations yet unborn” will pour out their 
hearts in gratitude to them. 

We believe that the first school, established by the Clergy for 
the children of indigent Christians, was that founded by the 
Rev. Mr. Kiernander, on the premises of the Old or Mission 
Church, on the Ist of December 1758: and, on the 31st of 
December of the following year, 175 children were received by 
him, 37 of whom he had provided for. The Rev. Mr. Browuo 
also kept a school. There were clergymen of other denomina- 
tions also, who opened schools : but as these schools were for 
private advantage, and not for the Hindus, we do not think 
them worthy of record. 

The first attempt, and that too on a large scale, that ^Yas 
made, in connection with the Church of England, for the pur- 
poses of education, was the Bishop’s College, founded A. Jh 
by the Incorporated Society for the Propagation of the 
Tiospel in Foreign Parts, at the instance of Bishop Middleton. 

much has already been said and written on the subject of thin 
College, that it wilh be an unprofitable occupation to go over 
the same ground, and to arrive at the conclusion to which all 
right-thinking men have come. It was fondly hoped by the 
founder, that it would be productive of great advantage. It is 
needless to say, that his hopes have not hitherto been realized. 

Through the exertions of Bishop Middleton, the Boys' School, 
connected with St. James’ Church, was established in the year 
1823, under the auspices of the Committee of the Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge, and continues to this day under 
their direction. The Girls' School was established A. D. 1830 
• under the patronage of Lady BOntinck, and is supported en- 
tirely by voluntary contributions. 

The School, connected with the Church Missionary Society, 
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submitted to courts which differ widely from our own, without 
some regard to the remonstrances uttered by him, on the score 
of difference in religion, language, moral ideas, and posi* 
lion, as an original member of the nation to which India is 
entrusted, and of a society which is bound together b^^riUh. 
Notions based on the superiority of physical and int^ctual 
organisation are not, even in legislation, to be hastily discarded. 
We must give to the plea put forward a most patient, anxious, 
and attentive hearing. But this hearing will best be secured by 
entering, not a general demurrer to the jurisdiction of the court, 
but by making out a special plea in bar of judgment. Wo 
therefore purpose to conclude this article by a few observations 
on the probable, or possible, working of the two remaining 
Black Acts. 

The first point that demands observation is, that one of the 
Acts renders British subjects amenable to all the criminal laws iii 
force, and not merely to the jurisdiction of the Sessions Court, 
but to that of the magistrate, or court of first instance. And 
the next is, that, in the Jury Act, the trial by jury is apparently 
limited to cases of persons committed to the sessions. Now 
we have shown, in a previous part of this article, that a magis- 
trate, or any person vested with the powers of a magistrate, can 
sentence to three years' imprisonment in cases of burglary, cat- 
tle-stealing, theft, or knowing reception of stolen goods; that 
in misdemeanors he can sentence to six months imprisonment 
with fine, commutable to labour, or with fine, and in default ot 
payment, to a further period of iraprisonmetU ; that, tliough 
these orders are subject to appeal and to revision, he can, in 
cases of petty thefts, imprison an offender for two months with- 
out his order being subject to any appeal whatever; and th(v|^ 
in one peculiar class of offences, he can, at once and on 
spot, order the infliction of corporal punishment. If then, 
one of the Acts, all persons arc to be ** henceforth amenable to 
‘ the jurisdiction of the magistrates and Criminal Courts of the 
‘ East India Company, and may be apprehended, tried, and 
‘ punished by them respectively, according to the regulations 
‘ and acts now or hereafter to be in force, with an exception 
against the punishment of death— it would follow naturally 
that any European, apprehended for felony, or any offence above 
specified, might be tried by a magistrate, without jury, and sen- 
tenced at once to imprisonment for three years. Such, as the Jaw 
stands in the draft, is the inevitable course of proceeding. We 
think that something more specific is needed. It is true that 
cases of felony, in which British subjects are defendants, have 

n I 
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not occurred in any number, and are not likely to occur in future 
even should the Black Acta become law to-morrow. But for 
any such difficulties the law ought to provide. Either it should 
be laid down, as a rule, that, in all cases Of felony, or petty theft, 
or o^ny offence where the magistrate now has jurisdiction 
over natives, the European defendant should have the privilege 
of committal to the sessions, with a regular and formal trial by 
jury — or the question should not be minced, and the magistrate 
should be distinctly empowered, without jury or assessors of any 
kind, to sentence Europeans to imprisonment in irons with hard 
labour for three years, subject to an appeal, — or to corporal 
punishment, subject to no appeal whatever ! 

We think that, for the present, corporal punishment should 
not be extended to Europeans. Cases, in which it may be re- 
quisite, are not likely to occur in many districts. And it is most 
imperative that due provision be made for taking the prelimi- 
nary investigation, and the actual trial of cases where British 
subjects are defendants, entirely out of the hands of any native 
deputy magistrate, Hindu, or Muhammadan. Our reasons for 
this are not based on any notions of impaired dignity, or lessen- 
ed consequence to the European, or the white face, who should 
stand accused at the bar of the dusky and turbaned judge. 
They spring solely from consideration of the probable inconve- 
nience to both judge and accused, of the possible obstructions, 
or the very stoppage of all proceedings whatever. It is no gra- 
tuitous assumption to say that a very good native magistrate may 
only be partially acquainted with English, and a European 
soldier or sailor not know ten words of the vernaculars of 
India. Let us imagine then some Scotch or English deserter to 
^T'.ve wandered entirely out of his beat, to have found his way 
into one of the eastern districts of Bengal, to have there 
®itnmitted a murderous assault, and, in consequence, to 
have been brought before the native in charge of the sub- 
division, whose knowledge of the English language and idiom 
had been solely drawn from Paradise Lost and the Spectator. 
To give reasons for the prevention of any such anomaly would 
serve rather to obscure than illustrate so obvious a request. 
But the scene, likely to take place on such an occasion, may be 
found, in anticipation, in that part of Marryatt's amusing story 
— The Pacha of many tales — where the English sailor, who had 
scattered the Turkish slaves like chaff, until overpowered by the 
sailor’s natural failing, is brought into the presence of the 
three-tailed djgnitary seated in his divan. 

We will hpwever suppose that Europeans are not to be disposed 
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of, before one individual according to the Regulations in Acts 
now or hereafter to be in force/* by a summary award, without re- 
ference to a jury. We will imagine their cases not to be entrust- 
ed to the award of any officer, “ however styled, who ha^utbo- 
rity to exercise all or any of the powers of a magistrcSj^:'* we 
will, in short, pre- suppose the case to have been thoroughly sift- 
ed by the magisterial officer, in his capacity as head of the Po- 
lice, the witnesses to have been examined, the calendar to have 
been prepared with accuracy, the defendant to have been in- 
formed of the nature of the charges against him, and the 
case made over, whole, entire, and ripe for adjudication, 
to the court of the Sessions Judge. The time is then 
come, when the working of the Jury Act can be tested, The 
obvious and natural remark caused by a perusal of the Draft, 
is, that exceptions taken against no less than ten different 
classes of society as not qualified to serve on juries, will 
leave absolutely no one qualified to well and truly try, and 
true deliverance make, between the Honourable Company and 
the prisoner at the bar. The disqualification comprehends 
almost every Government servant, either covenanted, or uncove- 
nanted; officers connected with the judicial line, with the revenue, 
with the post office, with the colleges and schools ; the entire 
body of military men ; and every one in short who, by birth, 
education, or impartiality, might, in this country, he supposed a 
fit person for the duties of a juryman. As the Draft now stands, 
a stray opium agent, or an assistant in the excise or salt depart- 
ments, may occasionally be caught for the duty. The other 
places must, apparently, bo filled by natives. Yet it is most 
easy to suppose a very probable case, where a jury, composg^ 
mainly of Hindus or Muhammadans, would be most unfitted 
to sit on a British subject charged with a grave offers® 
Let us conceive a planter to be accused of a very serious 
crime, the punishment to which might, on conviction, extend 
to seven years' imprisonment. The natives would natur- 
ally object to see his case in the hands of twelve, or five, other 
planters, possessed of similar interests, prejudices, antipathies 
and likings, and of a fellow-feeling towards a man, whoso 
unfortunate case was their’s yesterday, and might be their's again 
to-morrow. Yet, on the other hand, no sane person would 
seriously recommend that such an offender should bo tried by 
a jury of twelve, or five, native landholders, ready to wreak on 
an individual scapegoat the treasured wrongs, th^ imputed 
injuries, and the rankling jealousy of twenty yearlr It will 
be said in answer to this, that one section of the Act empowers 
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the ' Governor- General in Council to suspend the operation of 
the law in those districts, where there is not a sufficient number of 
inhabitants qualified to furnish a jury ; and that another empowers 
the ju^e to suspend the verdict, and refer the case to the Sudder. 
Our r0iy is, that Section XV. is likely to become the only practi- 
cal and working section of the law. It is certainly possible that j 
in Lahore, Delhi, Agra, Meerut, or a few other populous towns, I 
an independent and respectable jury may be collected to try 
Europeans charged with felonious offences ; but it is quite 
certain that, in eighteen out of twenty other districts, there will 
either not be a sufficient number of qualified inhabitants at all, 
or those, deemed qualified by the collector, who is to make out 
the yearly list, will be found such as the prosecutor or the pri- 
soner may most lawfully challenge on the grounds of interested 
motives, partiality, connection, intimacy, hostility, or other 
valid reasons. It will be the old fable, where the grey hairs are 
plucked out by one party and the black hairs by another. The 
number of jurymen will gradually melt away, or their verdict 
be set aside as unjust, and the Act become a dead letter. 

But in so important an Act as the present, it is necessary 
to make provision for other difficulties. The accused British 
subject may not know six words of the native language. The 
evidence may be entirely taken down in the vernacular. Who 
is to interpret to the prisoner the evidence against him ? Is 
the magistrate, or the judge, to perform this most important 
duty ? Can the person, supposed to be weighing with the 
utmost attention the discrepancies and the shades and the 
preponderance of testimony, be expected satisfactorily, without 
t^s, and without distraction of mind, to turn from Urdu into 
Xihglish a long screed of native testimony, to give to ques- 
tj^as no more than their due significance, to epithets and 
turns of expression not more or less than their real and 
actual weight ? It is, we think, imperative that the Act 
should contain full and ample provision for the appoint- 
ment, duties, and remuneration of a qualified interpreter, in 
cases where the European may know little or nothing of the 
native languages, or where, though himself a practical linguist, 
he may desire the appointment of such a functionary. Without 
this the Act is manifestly incomplete. No judge in an impor- 
tant case can be trusted to interpret evidence to the defendant, 
or would wish to be so trusted, even were it otherwise un- 
objectionable. 

The attempt to meet the difficulty of finding a sufficient 
number of jurymen, by lowering their total from twelve to 
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five, appears to us of doubtful expediency. There is some- 
thing in the number twelve endeared to Englishmen by the 
experience of ages, and by a hundred recollections. If trial 
by jury is to be altered in any way, we had far rather see it 
abolished at once. We should prefer, for the trial of a Irtish 
subject, a court composed of three judges, of known impartia- 
lity, skill in the languages, and judicial minds. We do not think 
that any man would reasonably object to entrust his person, 
or his cause, to the decision of such a number of his country- 
men, untinged by partiality, and only desirous of doing that 
justice to a case, which its merits, or its high interests, demanded. 
It may be urged that to assemble three judges for the trial of 
one Englishman would be the retention of that very incon- 
venience, which it is the object of the present change to abolish. 
Two of the judges would have to leave their own districts, and 
travel a hundred miles or so, in order to sit on the case. But 
this would be a minor evil compared to the present system. 


under which the prosecutor, the defendant, and the witnesses on 
both sides, may have to travel on any lino day from Lahore 
to Calcutta. Nor is it, after all, a very great hardship that two 
Europeans should lay their daks, and travel for a couple of 
nights, to sit on a case, which could not be protracted in any 
instance beyond a week. The three judges might sit either 
with or without the jury. With a scrutinizing press, with pub- 
lic observation, and an appeal to the Nizamut, there could bo 
no fear of any substantial injustice. 

This consideration leads us to notice one or two special 
objections, lately made against the body of Civil and Ses- 
sions Judges throughout the country, in connection with 
these now famous Acts. The judges, it is said, are anxious t(^ 
transport Englishmen. The judges want independence, Iruc^ 
kle to a despotic Government, or are liable, for mere impar- 
tiality, to reproof, suspension, or removal. The former objec- 
tion, it is difficult to conceive, as having been made in sober 
seriousness. Surely we need not labour to vindicate our 
countrymen from a charge, which would suppose them lost to 
all sense of patriotism and of honour, the prey of rancorous 
and hateful passions, prostituting their power to the extinction 
of all national feeling, of that impartiality they are sworn to 
observe, or to the gratification of a mere idle whim, fortu- 
nately this charge has been hitherto supported by mere asser- 
tion, and, considering the probabilities of the case, a mere 
assertion should be as powerful to rebut it. But, to make good 
80 gross an attack, was there no possibility of ransacking ana 
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bringing up instances in which Europeans, not British sub- 
jects, had l^en unjustly accused, tried, and convicted before 
the Mofussil Courts ? Natives of Germany, of France, of Por- 
tugal, of Italy and of Switzerland, have been, for years past, 
engc^d in business in the Mofussil in various lines, subject 
to liK passions, interests, and inconveniences, as the English- 
man, subject to exactly the same laws, as the native. To their 
hands have been committed factories as flourishing, interests as 
important, and territories as vast, as those committed to bis. 
Their passions have been as vehement and excitable ; their sense 
of personal honour or indignity as keen. To them, accustomed 
to the comforts, or even the luxuries, of a western climate, 
imprisonment in this temperature, in the next cell to a gang of 
burglars or dacoits, would have brought with it discomfort and 
degradation, such as the judges of Auvergne or of Franconia 
would have shuddered to contemplate. They might equally 
claim the privileges of a white skin, a western education, 
and a physique unaccustomed to confinement in the tropics, 
though debarred from expatiating on Magna Cbarta, and 
the indefeasible and inalienable rights of true Britons. One 
instance, in which a lively Frenchman, or a phlegmatic Ger- 
man had been, on some false accusation, summarily seized and 
thrust into durance, or harassed by excessive bail, had then 
been brow-beaten and bullied during the proceedings, debarred 
from advice or counsel, obstructed in his defence, and finally, 
to satiate the malice of his adversaries and the whim of the 
judge, subjected to close and cruel imprisonment, such as 
shortened his days, or undermined his constitution, would be 
worth all the random assertions, and the dismal anticipations 
the world. The case is, however, just the other way. 
^he subjection of Europeans, other than Englishmen, to 
T^Fie jurisdiction of the local courts, has only had the effect 
of rendering them more orderly and circumspect in their gene- 
ral conduct, more amenable to reason and to law. The few 
criminal cases, in which they have stood as defendants at the 
bar, have been marked by the most scrupulous attention to the 
spirit and letter of the Acts, by a clear field, and a manifest 
anxiety to sift the matter to the bottom. Most readers may 
remember the case, in which a Colonel Solano, a native of 
Spain, was shot, in the district of Arrah, about four years ago 
by an European, not a British subject, who was for this crime 
arraigned, tried, convicted, and sentenced to seven years* impri- 
sonment by a Company's judge. In that case there were no 
unseemly hurry, no glaring illegalities, and no anxiety to con- 
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vict. We could mention some half a dozen other instances of 
proceedings in like cases similarly moderate and fair. There 
18 no reason why Mofussil judges should be anxious to have 
one man transported, because he comes from Somersetshire, and 
to let ofif another, because he comes from the Landes, or th||Pays 
de Vaud, Were the Black Acts to become law to-morrow, cases 
of accused Europeans would bo hardly more frequent in our 
courts than they are now. There might be, we dare say, some 
little outcry and excitement on the occurrence of a really seri- 
ous charge against a British subject. But it would come with 
far more reason from the natives, who might have cause to 
complain of the exceeding leniency and moderation evinced 
to one not of their caste and colour. 

Next, as to the want of independence on the part of Com- 
pany s judges. If by this term is meant that the judges do 
not appoint and create themselves, but are appointed by and 
responsible to the local Executive Government, the statement is 
most correct. They are certainly responsible to the high au- 
thority, by which they were created, and by which, for esta- 
blished misconduct, they may be removed : and undoubt- 
edly this, as a bare fact, tells strongly against their inde- 
pendence. But, on the other hand, why should it be 
supposed that truckling to power is a characteristic of Eng- 
lishmen on the bench, any more than it is of Englishmen 
employed in other professions, of lawyers, of men engaged in 
trade and commerce, or of the members of the fourth estate ? 
A sturdy Saxon hardihood, a well known hatred of coer- 
cion, an inextinguishable pride in proving their judgment to 
be unfettered, mark, we are proud to think, the British 
ject in every profession and walk of life. It belongs to mo 
of the sword, of the pen, and of the toga, as well as to me 
who are carrying into a distant colony, and in some arduoi 
private undertaking, the characterislio and inherent energies 
of their race. But we would fain vindicate the aspersed cha- 
racter of our countrymen by an appeal to admitted facts. It 
is notorious, that, in civil cases, the Government is the most 
unfortunate client that ever ajipears in court. Unwilling to 
press a doubtful or questionable claim, it is made the butt and 
scope of every sort of interested feeling, of grasping rapacity, 
of protracted litigation. In the eyes of the presiding judge 
it finds no sort of favour ; from the hands of an unsuccessful 
opponent it obtains no mercy. Appeal is thrust on appeal by 
men, who are well aware that there is no chance of a bias 
against them, and no doubt, incase of success, as to the eventual 
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realization of their dues. Nothing is so unlucky as for Govern- 
ment to manifest the slightest interest in the issue of any 
case. It rouses the vigilance of the presiding functionary, 
and causes no qualms in the breast of the rival claimant. For 
proQ^we would simply refer to the yearly report, printed and 
published by the Company’s Legal Remembrancer. In that will 
be found the tale of Government suits, where, if the number ol’ 
successful claims is fairly proportioned, it will be recollected 
that they were based on the most substantial right and the most 
irrefragable evidence. But it will be seen that reasonable suits 
have been abandoned, solely because the head of this or that 
department was unwilling to exhibit Government any longer in 
the position of suitor. As to criminal trials, the almost uni- 
versal cry throughout every zillah is, that convictions are 
unattainable, that evil doers are all released, and that too much 
leniency is practised. Nor, we think, can any person point to 
an instance, where a judge or magistrate has been removed 
from his post, because he erred on the score of mercy, or was 
supposed to run counter to the interests of the state. 

We must add a few words more on the state of perjury in 
our courts. We admit that, when once the passions of the 
tenantry are roused, there is no limit to the amount of per- 
jury ; that even a true case is often supported by venal evi- 
dence ; and that no native, high or low, would have a momenta 
doubt or hesitation in charging an European antagonist with 
every imaginable offence, if he thought it would tend in the 
slightest degree to his own advantage. The result would be 
exactly the same, even if fifty judgeships on this side of India 
^ere to be filled to-morrow by fifty of the most brilliant 
^lenders from Westminster Hall. To hear men talk of per- 
l^ury in the Mofussil, it might really be supposed that every 
lie uttered carried conviction with it, and that falsehood and 
oppression never met with their due reward. But here again 
we confidently appeal to figures and facts. In every statement, 
such as are monthly submitted from every district in the 
country, will be found a column devoted to cases where the 
original p/aintifF has been punished for a false suit. A further 
enquiry will suggest that, in other instances, the presiding 
officer after a close sifting of charges and counter-charges, 
wearied with ineffectual endeavours to ascertaiu the exact 
residuum of truth in the caldron of falsity, has preferred 
the safer course of acquitting of everything all the par- 
ties accused : and a still further enquiry will show dozens ol 
suits, which were dismissed at once, and on the spot, as too 
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gross for protracted discussion, and too ridiculous for belief. 

does the preceding enumeration make any allowance for the 
not unfrequent reversion, on appeal, of the convictions passed by 
the court of first instance. Perjury has in fact to run the gauntlet 
through a very considerable number of Ohances. With ai^no- 
tionary, to whom perjury, and concocted evidence, and cases 
wholly got up, are nothing so very new ; with the possibility 
of punishment being meted out to an unfounded charge ; with 
the chance that an improbable case will be summarily dis- 
missed from the file, without the slightest prospect or possibility 
of restoration ; and with a graduated system of appeal, where 
every thing favours the accused appellant, and punishment 
may be mitigated, but can never be enhanced — a false tale, to 
win credence and ensure its object, must indeed be framed 
with uncommon artfulness, and prosecuted with more than 
ordinary care. That perjury causes endless toil to all parties — 
that it vexes the innocent, harasses the judges, renders justice 
protracted, makes the heart sick by hope delayed, and demoralizes 
the population generally, is unquestionable. That it is usually 
successful, we deny. The speculators in this unhallowed lottery 
will confess, to their sorrow, that they must draw many blanks 


for one single prize. 

The length, to which this article has extended, precludes 
further examination of this interesting and much canvassed 
subject. The Black Acts will probably pass eventually, but, we 
hope, only in the Regulation provinces at first. They should be 
moreover remodelled with more than common circumspection, 
preceded by a revision of certain parts of our Criminal Code, 
and by a recognition of merit, in preference to seniority, as ^ 
claim to the bench. We will endeavour in conclusion to sum 
up our wants in a short space. The Jury Act must be mort^^ 
closely defined. While the House of Commons are only now 
debating on the propriety of permitting magistrates at home 
to exercise summary jurisdiction, without a jury, in cases of 
petty larceny, where the property is under a shilling s value, 
it should not be left in uncertainty whether Indian magistrates 
are to try Europeans for felony with or without a jury, or 
whether they are to try them at all. Every British subject, 
accused of any felonious crime, whatever be the amount of 
property, or the extent of punishment, or the degree of aggra- 
vation in the case, must be tried only by a j.idae or judges 
of twenty years’ experience. No jury of five natives should 
ever sit on a British subject. There must be full and ample 
provision made for the explanation of the charges to the 
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accused, for the prosecution of the case on the part of the 
Company by some qualified public officer, and not by a private 
individual, for the interpretation of the evidence, for all the 
admitted and customary privileges of the defendant, and for 
evei* other reasonable contingency. All doubtful and vague 
proWsions, existing in the present Criminal Code, must be abo- 
lished, and no such incongruity be suffered to remain, as that 
'which says that any offence, not punishable by any distinct 
law, may be punished by a futwa from the law officer, under 
the “ General Regulations.” As little as possible should be left 
to the interpretations of private judgment, and the wisdom 
of Executive Courts. At this same favourable opportunity, 
the present principle of appeal should be so far modified, that 
superior courts should be directed not to re-try the case, as 
they almost invariably do. They should remand it for fur- 
ther evidence or explanation, call for enquiry on obscure 
points, reverse at once, where the decision is against the law, 
or in the teeth of the recorded testimony ;* but they should not, 
where every thing is done with correctness and formality, 
reverse a decision, because their estimate of the precise value 
of the written evidence happens to differ from that of the 
officer, before whom it was both spoken and written down. 
Lastly, we require a distinct recognition of the true and just 
principle, that every judge shall be a selected officer. This is 
the key-stone of the whole edifice. The nature of the Indian 
service is such, that men can scarcely be reserved whole and 
entire, from the first day of their service, for the duties of one 
single line ; and we have attempted to show that a revenue 
and Police apprenticeship is by no means a bad qualification 
#Pfor the bench. The Company’s judge is not, however, the 
^pnly Indian official, in whom various characters are united, 
we not see Queen’s judges in these dependencies com- 
pelled to turn their mind, in rapid succession, to those various, 
complicated, and extensive departments of the learned profes- 
sion, to each of which, in England, are separately devoted the 
entire energies of the most able intellects, and the undivided 
attention of the longest professional lives ? May not the bar- 
rister at the Presidency be metamorphosed from the Chamber 
Counsel, to the Old Bailey practitioner — from Special pleader 
to Equity draftsman — from Nisi prius counsel to Civilian in the 
Ecclesiastical Court ?* Are these transformations more strange 
or horrifying than those of an Indian Civil and Sessions Judge, 


• These remarks were suggested by an able article in the Times of February last. 
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whose Police investigations have taught him the consideration 
due to the native subordinates, and the value of Police enqui- 
ries, and whose great experience in land revenue enables him 
to decide with certainty on complicated questions of real pro- 
perty ? No man can fairly appreciate the temptatioiflithe 
vices, and the license of the Darogah and the great features of 
crime, who has not presided, for at least some seasons, over the 
Executive Police of a large and populous district. No man 
can be at home in a vast quantity of civil cases, if he is not 
familiar, by close and assiduous attention, with the ins and outs 
of some “ crack collectorate.” It is idle to talk of system and 
legality, and familiarity with the general maxims of jurispru- 
dence, where there is no acquaintance with the vernacular, no 
insight into native habits, and no familiarity with the hopes 
and fears of the villager. It is equally futile to assert that 
any amount of local experience, any knowledge of detail, any 
realization of the household and domestic life of Hindu or 
Mussulman, can com^pensate for the absence of a due propor- 
tion of legal knowledge. What is wanted is a plan, by which a 
judgeship shall be made the reward of discriminating industry 
and of positive merit, not the haven of laborious incapacity 
or of plodding inotfensiveness. We desire an arrangement, by 
which a set of men, chosen for those qualities which would 
illustrate and adorn any bench, shall administer a revised and 
purified code, with just such acquaintance with a set of stand- 
ard authorities, and a number of recognised precedents, as 
shall ensure decisions, marked by uniformity and sound sense. 

It may be that this auspicious reformation is reserved for the 
present head of this empire : and the statesman, who humblef^ 
the Khalsa, annexed the Punjab, and gave us the long pro- 
mised peace, may yet be distinguished for internal reforms an^^ 
measures of progression, and may add to the discernment and 
the prompt decision of a Wellesley, the fearless spirit and the 
pure philanthropy of a Bentinck.* 


• This article was written before the receipt of the news, that the Black Acts had 
been suspended by orders from the Home authorities. It is satisfactory to tind, that, 
by them also, India is not yet coiisukred rine for the Black Acts Let us hope, 
that they well set themselves vigorously to bring about tins desired consumma- 
tion. — [E d.] 
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Abt. VL — Qeneral Orders by the Comimnder-m- Chief, 

1849-50. 

iF^e may judge from the tone of the General Orders, 
whicn Sir Charles Napier has, from time to time, issued, since 
he became Commander-in-Cbief in India, it would appear 
that the estimate, which this distinguished soldier has formed 
of the discipline and character of the native army of this 
Presidency, is not altogether so favourable as those inter- 
ested in the honor and credit of the service could wish. 
The disparaging terms, in which he wrote of the native 
regiments, which came under his observation at Lahore, in his 
famous Mian Mir order, are, of course, fresh in public recol- 
lection. In a still later order — on the subject of leave 
to officers — he has observed, with reference to native regi- 
ments, that “ the state of discipline is such as to demand 
every exertion, in every officer, to bring h; to that perfection, 
which it ought to attain and there are few of his late orders, 
in which some equally unmistakeable indication of the opinion, 
which he has formed, may not be discovered. 

The confession is one, which we record with regret, and 
which many will no doubt read with anger ; but we are dis- 
posed to think that there is much in the present state of the 
native army to justify the estimate, which Sir Charles Napier 
has formed of its character and discipline, and the censure 
which he has expressed. 

No body knows better than we do, how much may be urged 
in extenuation. We admit the fatal paucity of European 
Officers ; the harassing, and too often unsoldierly, duties exacted 
^^m native troops ; their constantly recurring and lengthened 
absences from regimental head-quarters, and consequently from 
European supervision; the absurd system, by wiiich promotion 
to the commissioned and non-commissioned ranks is too often 
regulated ; the stony-heartedness of invaliding committees, 
and a host of other extenuating circumstances. But all these 
causes are innocuous in some regiments, and fail to produce 
any irremediable evil effect ; and therefore they cannot be 
admitted as affording a valid excuse for an unsatisfactory state 
of discipline in the mass. Other causes must be looked for: 
and we propose, in the present article (as far as lies in our 
power), to trace them, and to enquire how their future opera- 
tion may be, if not altogether stopped, at least diminished and 
retarded. 

Sir Charles Napier’s orders have pointed mainly to regi- 
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mental commanding officers, as the parties, who are to blame 
for what is^miss. The justice of his opinion will hardljn be 
disputed. The fact is notorious that, as a general rule — a vule 
however with many noble exceptions — the seniors of this 
army are incompetent. Nothing is easier to be aommnt* 
ed for. Nine-tenths of those, to whom the discipline m our 
native army is immediately entrusted, are men greatly ad*- 
vanced in life — men of from thirty- five to forty-five years* 
Indian service. This is of itself enough to account for almost 
any amount of incompetency, if we consider how early men 
age in India, and what trials the constitution goes through, in 
the course of thirty or forty years’ Indian residence. 

But there are also other causes. A great many of our com- 
manding officers have spent all their younger and best dr^s in 
callings, widely different from that of regimental, or even mili- 
tary, officers ; in the civil departments of the army, such as 
the Pay and Audit, Commissariat, and* Stud departments; or 
perhaps in purely civil or political employment. We could 
name several instances of very late occurrence, in whicbi each 
of the departments aljove-mentioned has contributed a. com- 
manding officer to the Bengal infantry. Such employment 
does not perhaps necessarily incapacitate a inan ior regbnental 
command, but its effect in nine cases out of ten is to do so. 
At page 925 of the Pay and Audit Regulations of 1845, a very 
curioul table, illustrative of our argument, is to be seen, , show- 
ing on the attainment of what regimental rank certai.n stafi^ 
an'd civil situations require to be vacated by the incumbents; 
in other words, at what rank a man is considered to become 
fit for nothing but regimental duty ! *lhu9 all Deputy ^Judge- 
Advocates, Deputy Commissaries, Barrack- Masters, Uepul;^ 
Pay-masters, Land or Kiver Surveyors, Clothing-Boand 
cretaries, &c. &c., are required to rejoin their regiments off 
attaining the rank of Major regimentally ; and Army-CJ<l>thing, 
Gunpowder, and Gun-carriage Agents, first Assistants to -J esi- 
deuts. Principal Assistants in civil charge of districts, &»c. occ., 
on arriving at the rank of regimental lieutenant^olonela. 
It would be idle to say how totally foreign to the duties 
required of a regimental commanding officer must t>o the 
training, afforded by long service in any such appointnnents as 
these — or what a novice, in all military matters, tbio x- 
Clothing Agent, or Ex Pay-master, must return to theiir regi- 
ments ; and yet, as we have observed, it is from men o ns 
class that regimental commanding officers are very gonera y 
recruited. Is it wonderful, then, that the effects o sue a 
system should have become apparent to the eagle eyci o e 
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Cdmmander-in-Chief, or that he should express himself of the 
native army in terms, the reverse of complimentary^ 

But Sir Charles Napier has not pointed to the ineflBciency 
of commanding officers only, as accounting for the relaxed 
state o^iscipline, which he complains of. His remarks are also 
pointea at lower game — at the inferior agents in maintaining 
regimental efficiency, the officers commanding companies. In 
his orders he recognizes the “ ability, zeal, and good feeling 
towards their men of this class ; but he evidently considers 
them deficient in other essential qualifications of officers. In 
this estimate Sir Charles does them, we think, as a class, even 
more than justice. For ourselves, we are inclined to doubt, 
if professional zeal is by any means a general characteristic of 
the junior ranks of officers of this army. We are aware that 
a great amount of spurious zeal is common enough ; a sort 
of zeal, which expends itself in great exertions to procure for 
a corps the reputation df having first-rate regimental institu- 
tions, a first-rate Band, Mess, and Billiard-table, and giving first- 
rate parties, &o. In every regiment, too, will be found, 
amongst the twelve or fourteei^ officers, composing its effec- 
tive strength, one or two, whose zeal takes a more legitimate 
direction : men who give themselves up, heart and soul, to the 
improvement of their men, and to acquiring for their regi- 
ments the reputation of being well-dressed, well-drilled, well- 
disciplined, and ready for any service. Nay, we could name 
some regiments, in which a laudable spirit of this kind per- 
vades more or less the entire body of officers. But these are 
the exception, not the rule : and, as we write not to conceal 
and keep out of sight what we feel to be amiss in the service, 
mt in the hope that to expose it with a bold and fearless 
j^vnd may be to procure its correction and amendment, we 
Rve little hesitation in saying, that a ready, consistent, cheer- 
ful and energetic spirit in performing the regimental duties 
of the service is not by any means so commonly to be found 
as it ought to be : but that, on the contrary, a thoughtless in- 
difference to their duty, and to the credit and reputation of 
their service, is a far more common characteristic of the sub- 
ordinate ranks of the Bengal army at the present day. 

We are quite disposed to make great allowances for the in- 
difference and apathy, which we lament. Regimental duties — un- 
der no circumstances, it may be supposed, very intere8ting---mu8t 
always be particularly distasteful in a climate like that, which we 
live in, and in a service where men and officers, from difference 

• Vide bis General Order disbanding the 66th Regiment N. 1. 



PROPOSED NON-EFFECTIVE LIST. 


395 


of race, have necessarily so few feelings in common. Who 
cannot understand how sickening must be the everlasting 
routine of parades, under perhaps some superannuated relic of 
the last century, incompetent (as we once ^eard said of an 
officer, who has since been decorated and honoured) to ^tenoeu- 
vre a “ naick and four ” ? — or the daily investigation of 
petty complaints and grievances (often imaginary, and in- 
volving, in nine cases out of ten, some paltry question of annas 
and pice), such as our Hindustani sepoys are so delighted 
to pour into the ear of their European officer, if they are only 
80 fortunate as to get hold of one, whose sense of duty compels 
him to listen to them ? and who cannot appreciate the disgust, 
which must be inspired in the mind of an English gentleman 
by the deceit, lying, and trickery on the part of the native 
soldiery, which such confidences almost invariably disclose? 
Let us not undervalue either the unceasing disgust and an- 
noyance, which the native propensity to “ eye-service” must 
be productive of. Regimental officers assert that they cannot 
rely, in the smallest degree, on even a show of discipline and 
smartness being kept up by ^eir men, when away from Euro- 
pean supervision ; and the omcers of our best-disciplined corps 
will avow, that they feel the reputation of their regiment to 
be imperilled, whenever they detach even a corporal and four 
from regimental head-quarters. 

We lately came across a passage in one of the numbers of 
the East India United Service Journal — a publication, unhap- 
pily perhaps for the service, long since defunct — which, though 
written sixteen years ago, expresses so well another plea in 
extenuation of the apathy of the regimental officers of tl^ 
army, at the present day, that we need make no apology 
transcribing it at length. It is as follows : — 

“ But the principal cause, which leads officers to feel dis- 
‘ satisfied with their situation, and which consequently materi- 
‘ ally diminishes the interest, which they ought to take in their 
‘ regiments, is this : they feel that they are slightly considered 
‘ in India ; that, whatever may be the relative positions of 
‘ others, that of the regimental officer is ever last. Whom do 
‘ the great ones of the land, the men in power and authority, 

‘ delight to honour’? Who, on all occasions of ceremony, is 
‘ distinguished by precedence and favourable notice ? Assured- 
' ly not the regimental officer. In European armie^ the Etat 
‘ Major, corresponding to the Adjutant General’s and Engineer s 
‘ departments, are deservedly from their (supposed at all events) 
‘ superior attainments, considered the foremost of the army , 
‘ but in India how wide is the range of the ‘ stan 1 Ihcre is 
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* not an individual, who builds a barrack, feeds a bullock, pro* 

* vides ghee and gram, et hoc genus omne^ who is not called under 

* this style, and considered first in place and favour, as well as 

* in emolument.^ Are these, the regimental officer asks himself, 

* ‘the^ople,whoin the native soldier will follow, when the Rus- 
‘ sians are clustering on the Indus ? Surely not. He feels 
^ that he is the working member of the hive : he knows that it 
‘ has been well said by Sir John Malcolm that the captains 

* and subalterns, of all armies the pillars, may, in India, be 

* called the pillars of the State : he knows all this, and feels, 

^ £^go feci, iulit alter honores. 

If he looks to another service, he sees that the subaltern 

* of twelve or fourteen years’ standing ranks only with the wri- 

* ter, who is at college ; while the civilian, who came out in the 

* same ship with him, is taking rank with lieutenant-colonels. 

It is therefore not surprising, however lamentable, that 

* the regimental officer should too f^requently give up in disgust 

* the proper spirit of a soldier, which should inake^ him glory 
‘ in his profession, and feel a pride in his service, his regiment, 

‘ and his own situation. It is not ^rprising, however lamentable, 

‘ that he should wish to escape from irksome duty, where good 
‘ conduct brings no applause, and to step aside from the^ thorny 

* path to some quiet retreat, where all the best energies of a 

* soldier are too often lost for ever.”* 

We may smile, in the year 1850, at the writer’s hint of the 
probability of the Russians “ clustering on the Indus but, 
in all other respects, the passage is a wonderfully true repre- 
sentation of what is passing at the present day. 

^ But there is another reason, which, in our opinion, has tend- 
^ more than all the rest put together, to produce the state of 

t cipline, which Sir Charles Napier censures. We allude to 
i enormous and ever-increasing number of staff appoint- 
ments, open to the military officers of the Bengal Presidency. 
So numerous have these become, that scarce one officer in fifty 
is content now-a-days to sit down and devote himself, heart 
and soul, to the dull, and comparatively unremunerative, 
drudgery of regimental servitude. On the contrary, almost 
all are actuated by the very natural desire of obtaining em- 
ployment away from their regiments, where their allowances 
will be better, their independence greater, and their impor- 
tance and responsibility often immeasurably increased. It is 
rare in a regiment to find any one officer, who does not che- 
rish the hope — well or ill-founded as the case may be — of 

• East 'india United Service Joumaly for lft84. p. fl4. 
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xvas established A. D. 1829. It is now under the able superin- 
tendence of the Rev. Messrs. Long and Hassell, and is in a 
flourishing condition. The study of music and stenography 
has been introduced ; and, as we enjoyed the good fonune of 
being present at the last quarterly examination of th^BchooI, 
we were particularly struck with the progress of the children. 
Certainly great praise is due to Mr. Long and his colleagues for 
their unwearied exertions and untiring zeal in imparting a sound 
education to the indigent children of the Hindus. 

The Benevolent Institution, in connection with the Se- 
ram pore Missic^naries, was founded A. D. 1810. It receives a 
grant from Government, and was designed for the instruction 
of indigent children, embracing Roman Catholics, Protestants, 
Hindus, Mahomedans, Jews, Cliineae, and Armenians. On its 
establishment, and for some time after, children belonging to 
the first three classes crowded into it. There has of late been a 
considerable diminution of Roman Catholic children, who havo 
gone over to the schools of their own denomination. This 
Institution has been the blessed instrument of performing great 
good. Esto perpetua ! ^ 

There are, we believe, other small scholastic institutions con- 
nected with Christians of other denominations, which do not 
require prominent notice, as they are conducted very unostenta- 
tiously, and are not perhaps arrived at that stdte of maturity 
and perfection, which would enable them to take rank with the 
other more improved institutions. 

The state of native education was, until the year 1830, in a 
very imperfect state. The Missionaries even did not direct 
their attention to it. And yet it is evident that the youj^ 
offered a promising field for their benevolent labours. IhW 
tender and susceptible hearts, their fresh feelings, and thjjr 
unsophisticated natures, are very favourable for the communica- 
tion of just views, and the inculcation of that knowledge which 
maketh wise unto salvation. It is by instructing the young of 
many successive generations, that the mass will bo impregnated 
with the truth, and custom and prejudice, and error and supersti- 
tion will cease to exercise any hold on the minds of men. 

Simple and convincing as these reasons are, they were not 
adequately promulgated, much less carried out, by any one, until 
the arrival of Dr. Duff from Scotland. The year 1830 is an era 
in the history and progress of Native Education. Not only was 
a new plan commenced by Dr. Duff to overturn the whole fabric 
of Hinduism by imparting to the youth instruction of a high 
OTderwbut also the Bible was introduced as an essential study 

^ M I 
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ia the school. He first gave n triumphant answer to the com- 
mon objections, the offspring of bigotry and anility, by actually 
shewing that even the study of the Bible does not deter the 
Hindus from crowding into Missionary schools. 

In tl4^year 1830, the General Assembly’s Institution was es- 
tablished : and, in the year 1837, the building was finished, which 
adorns the east side of Oornwallis-square. It cost somewhere 
between fifty and sixty thousand Rupees. A great portion of this 
sum, as well as the Library and Philosophical apparatus, were 
procured by Dr. Duff. The success of this Institution has been 
unprecedented. It has given a tone to Native Education : and, 
we believe, it will be generally acknowledged that the present 
improved tone of Government Education is owing to the 
admirable system, and still more admirable results, of the General 
Assembly's Institution. 

In the year 1843, the great separation took place in the 
Church of Scotland : and Dr. Duff and his colleagues loft the 
premises, and immediately established the Free Church Institu- 
tion in Nimtollah, which is conducted on the same principles, and 
attended with the same success, as the former. It has now about 
1,400 pupils on the roll. The Literary Observer remarks: — 

“ We cannot conclude this article without adverting to Dr. 
‘ Duff, as a Teacher. lie is eminent in this department. There 
' is no subject Of study, of which he has not a good and com- 
‘ prehensive grasp. His illustrations are very happy, and his 
‘ expositions are lucid. You can never fail to understand him. 
‘ Ho is able to clothe with interest the driest subjects. His 
‘ examinations are lectures. Ho would not answer for an In- 
‘ fant School-teacher, but he does make a most excellent 

* flktructor of youth. Ho must always be the chief of a school, 
' utterly exempt from the drudgery of teaching. No man, 
‘ ^ say emphatically no man, would be better able than Dr. 
‘ Duff to connect all the several lessons together — mark their 

* bearings on each other — shew their connexion— and introduco 
‘ useful matter. What is more, he most beautifully and most 
‘ unexpectedly rolls up all the knowledge, which the pupils havo 
‘ acquired with his able assistance and felicitous illustrations, 
' into a bundle, and places it at the foot of HIM, who is the great 
‘ Lord and Creator of all things." 

Dr. Duff has been singularly happy in his co-adjutors. It 
would be difficult to find an equal number of men labouring toge- 
ther more harmoniously, or with talents better fitted to their work. 

So high, and not less just, ia the estimate, which the Hin- 
dus have formed of Dr. Duff— so great and sincere is the 
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respect, >«rbich they entertain for him— -that, ^vhen it was ru- 
moured the other day that he would be compelled to leave 
India, one highly respectable Hindu gentleman was prepared 
to call a meeting of his countrymen to present an address 
expressive of their good opinion of him. Dr. Dufri|^s great 
reason to congratulate himself, that he has done his duty in 
India. Several large flourishing schools bear witness to his 
zeal and his talents ; and various institutions and societies owe 
a debt of gratitude to him. 

The building vacated by Dr. Duff and his colleagues, is now 
known, as the General Assembly’s Institution. The School 
is very admirably conducted by the Rev. Messrs. Ogilvie and 
Anderson, of the Established Church of Scotland, and numbers 
about a thousand pupils. 

The Missionary School, which has succeeded next to those 
of the Scottish Churches, is that connected with the body of 
Independents in this country. It is established at Bhawani- 
pore, is now under the very efficient management of Mr. Mul- 
lens, assisted by his colleagues, and musters upwards of 500 
pupils. 

JV, — The sum of a lac of rupees, by the Act of the 53rd Geo. 
III. Cap. 155, was ordered to be appropriated “ for the revival 
‘ and improvement of literature, and the encouragement of the 
‘ learned natives of India, and for the introduction and promo- 
‘ tion of a knowledge of the sciences among the inhabitants of 
‘ the British territories in India.” 8omctimo however before 
the passing of this Act, exertions had been made by the Local 
Government to extend the benefits of Education to the natives 
of the country. Mr. Hastings had founded the Madrissa, or 
Muhammadan College, in the year 1780 ; and in 1704, at tliJvc- 
coinmondation of Mr. Duncan, a College was endowed in 
res for the cultivation of ancient literature. In the year Iml, 
the decay of science and literature among the Hindus became 
tlie subject of general remark, and it was resolved to found two 
Hindu Colleges at Nuddeah and Tirluit, for which it was de- 
signed to expend annually 25,000 rupees. This design was aban- 
doned. Provincial Seminaries did not secure thoso advantages, 
which the Government contemplated ; and it was tlicrcforo 
resolved to establish a Hindu College at Calcutta, near the seat 
of Government, by which a facility and efficiency of controul could 
he at once exercised. The College was established in the year 
1821 ; and Government granted it a donation of 25,000 rupees, 
which was afterwards increased to 30,000 rupees. About a lac 
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and twenty thousand rupees was allotted by the Government for 
the building : and the foundation stone was laid on the 25th of 
February, 1824, with masonic honors. 

As we have already remarked, the Madrissa, or Muhammadan 
Colleg^#owe8 its origin to Mr. Hastings, who, in the year 1780, 
founded a building for it at his own expence : and, at his re- 
commendation, the Government assigned lands, of the estimated 
value of Rs. 29,000 per annum, for the benefit of the institution. 
Of all the Colleges this is the only one which has given little, 
or no satisfaction. Government allotted 1,40,537 rupees for the 
building, which is handsome and classical ; but the Mussulmans 
have shown no disposition to avail themselves of the advantages 
of an English education, so eagerly grasped at by their Hindu 
fellow subjects. 

As the Government had now deliberately turned its attention 
to the subject of education, the General Committee of Public 
Instruction was organized to carry on the work systematically. 
Its first President was Mr. Harrington, and its last Sir Edward 
Ryan. In 1842, this Committee was dissolved by Lord Auck- 
land ; and the present Council of Education was established 
in its place. It does not fall within the scope of this article 
to notice the numerous Government Schools and Colleges 
beyond the Ditch, or to make any comments on the nature 
and results of the education, which they offer. We had almost 
forgotten to state, that a Normal School was attempted in this 
city, under the auspices of the Council of Education ; but, 
after a short and unsatisfactory trial, it was somewhat hastily 
abandoned. 

It would be unjust to pass over here the name of a gentleman, 
vH^bse memory will always bo intimately associated with the 
hi^erv of education in this city. Mr. David Hare was in 
mWiy respects a remarkable man. He loved the Hindus, 
and was admitted into more familiar intercourse with them 
than any of his countrymen, of whom we have ever heard. 
His school had the good fortune of being conducted by two 
native gentlemen^ Ki'ishna M. Banerjea, and Russick C. 
Mullick, of whom we shall only say, that the Government 
system does not now appear to produce any that can be com- 
pared with them. Mr. flare and his labours we shall pro- 
bably notice hereafter. 

We might now consider our task as finished ; but our 
sketch would be incomplete, if we omitted to bestow a passing 
notice on the private seminaries, which are established in 
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Calcutta by the natives themselves. These deserve notice. Wo 
present our readers with a list of the principal 


A. D. 1823, 
A. D. 1793, 


Indian Free School, 

Morning., 

125 piipi 

Indian Academy,. 

Day 

225 

Seal’s Free College 

Do.. ...... 

300 % 

Patriotic College, 

Do 

110 T 

Oriental Seminary, 

Do 

685 

Anglo-Indian Sohool, 

Morniog , , 

100 „ 

Union School, 

Day 

100 „ 

Hindu Benevolent Institution, 

Do 

100 ,. 

Literary Seminary 

Charitable Morning School,... 

Do. 

50 ,. 

. 80 „ 


Of all these private seminaries, the best conducted is the 
Oriental Seminary. Its founder was the late Babu Gour- 
mohun Addi. We shall let the Observer speak of him : — 

It (the Oriental Seminary) is the oldest private seminary 
‘ existing, and is considered, and that most justly, as the one 
‘ next in excellence to the Hindu College. 

Gourmohun Addi received a very imperfect education 
‘ in a private school. At the age of twenty-seven, iinding 

* that ho had no other resources, be opened a school for 

' his countrymen, and for a number of years perseveringly 
‘ laboured, until he could number about two hundred pupils. 

‘ He then entered into partnership with a Mr. Turnbull, 

‘ and found his school make great progress. After the 
‘ death of his colleague, until the day of his own death, he 
‘ conducted the school under his own superintendence. For- 
‘ Innately he picked up a Mr. Herman GeofTry, a Barrister 
‘ and child of misfortune, and, under his able tuition, Gourmo- 
‘ linn saw his school rise to great importance. Ho was in 
‘ the fair way of realizing a handsome lortune : but he w 

‘ cut off in the enjoyment of great health and strengi 

‘ Ills boat upset in a North Wester, and ho could make i 
‘ exertion to save himself. 

“ Ho was a very pious-looking man, and so candid, as to toll 
‘ his pupils of the first class, that he could not superintend 

* their lessons. In him was no false 2)ride. What ho knew, ho 
‘ could communicate better than any other native. Ho was cx- 
' ceedingly good-tempered ; and it was matter of surprise to us 
‘ to see how well he steered his course, through the variety of 
‘ temper and dispositions, with which he had to deal ; and on no 
‘ occasion, did he give offenco. He was very jiopular among 
‘ his pupils : and, though a strict disciplinarian, and having to 

do with boys, whose attendance is de2)cadcnt on then own 
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‘ will, he commanded the respect of all, and was beloved by 
‘ many.” 

We cannot withhold from our readers the Observers graphic 
sketc^of the rise and fall of a native private seminary : — 

“ Wie nascence and dissolution of the Hindu Academies, 
‘ conducted by private individuals, have been of such frequent 
‘ occurrence, that it no longer excites surprise. The reason is 
‘ plainly this : A young man, anxious of seeking employment 
‘ under Government, finds that he has not sufficient interest in 
‘ the proper quarters to unbar the gates of preferment for his ad- 
‘ mission, and resolves to establish a school. He makes some 
‘ young men acquainted with his design, and they readily enter 
‘ into his views, actuated not by the desire of raising their coun* 
‘ trymen by cultivating their minds, but for the desire of profit, 
' — for the love of rupees, annas, and pice. An agreement is 
‘ drawn up. The share of each partner is carefully defined. 
' A house is hired for 16 or 20 rupees per month ; a durwan is 
‘ employed ; a few old forms and desks are purchased ; and a 
‘ board, with — Patriotic College for Hindoos” — is suspended 
" from one of the windows of the school house. The partners arc 
‘ elected, and golden visions float before their eyes. Every new 

* pupil sets them on a calculation of what the share of each will be 
' Perhaps twenty pupils — five at a rupee per month, and the rest 
‘ at eight annas — are admitted. The rest of the partners are next 
‘ employed about engaging the services of a Head Master, who 

* must be a Christian. It is at the same time necessary to obtain 
‘ the services of one, who is known to the Hindu community. 
' The person is fixed upon ; and two of the partners are deputed 

^ to negociate with him. At dark of the evening, the part- 
^ ners arrive, and are accommodated with seats. They begin 
^by asking a few questions as to how the school, with wliicli 

the gentleman is connected, is progressing. Then they 
‘ flatter him by comparing him to Bacon, or Gibbon, or Milton 
‘ Lastly they open the battery upon him about their own 
‘ school, and promise him a hundred rupees per month, and a 

* half share in the school. The offer is tempting ; for the poor 
‘ fellow has been perhaps in the receipt of fifty rupees. Of 
‘ course on taking leave, they put the gentleman in mind, that 
‘ he must bring some scholars with him. * Oh !’ replies the gen- 
‘ tleman — ^my going away will ruin the school. I’ll bring a 

* hundred scholars.’ The deed is written and duly signed 

‘ ^Ir. becomes head master of the Patriotic College. A 

‘ uioiitb rolls away — and no pupils ; Mr. applies for In^ 
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‘ hundred rupees. ‘ No funds’ is the reply, and a squabble 
‘ ensues. Where is my hundred rupees for last month ? is re- 
‘ turned by, — Whe?'e are the hundred boys you promised? Air. 

« runs after the partners to kick them, who run away, be- 

< ing light birds. The few scholars shout, abuse, and al% run ; 

< the durwan closes the gate, puts a padlock on it, and makes 

‘ his exit with the partners ; Air. finds himself iinprison- 

* ed. His palkeo and set of bearers arrive ; and the latter sot 

* him free. He returns home, and finds that, on the strength 
‘ of a hundred rupees, he has entered into obligations, which 
' he has not the means of discharging. Thus ends the College.” 

All these private schools pursue the system of education 
adopted by the Government: and it is amusing to see boys, 
who will all at the most receive employments of ten or sixteen 
rupees per month, reading Bacon and Pope, and studying Alathe- 
matics, — while Arithmetic and plain English, and reading and 
writing, with composition, are entirely overlooked. It is not 
the less amusing to read the Sign-posts over these schools 
to “ catch the passers-by.” 


THE LITE- 


THK CHAIllX- 

IIAIIY SEMIN- 


ABLE MOR- 

ARY. 


NING SCllOOJ. 







We must now bring our remarks to a close. Our sketch has 
been simply historical ; and, as such, may not be without us 
use. * 
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Art. IX.— 1. Narrative of the United States' Expedition to 
the River Jordan and the Dead Sea, bp fV. F. Lynch, U, S. N. 
Conmander of the Expedition. London. Richard Bentley. 1849. 

2, Seiches of Travels in Egypt and the Holy Land, by the Rev. 

J. A. Spencer, M. A. With illustrations. London. John Murray. 

1850. Calcutta. R. C. Lepage and Co. 

The expedition, whose labours we propose to describe, origi- 
nated in the following manner. After the surrender of Vera 
Cruz to the American forces in 1847, Lieut. Lynch applied to 
the head of the Naval department in the United States, for per- 
mission thoroughly to survey the Dead Sea ; whoso extent, con- 
* figuration, and depression, were as much desiderata to science, 
‘ as the wondrous traditions respecting it are objects of interest 
‘ to the Christian.” He received a favourable answer, and was 
instructed to make the needful preparations. By special autho- 
rity, two metallic boats were constructed for the survey ; one 
of copper, the other of galvanized iron. They were so fitted 
together as to be easily taken to pieces : and two strong trucks 
were provided, upon which, if practicable, they might be trans- 
ported overland. Air-tight water-bags, tents, flags, sails, oars, 
preserved meats, cooking utensils, and instruments were care- 
fully procured : and every member of the expedition was supplied 
with arms. These arras consisted of such wonderful instru- 
ments of civilization” as a ‘‘ blunderbuss, fourteen carbines with 
‘ long bayonets, fourteen pistols— four of them with six revol- 
< ving barrels, and ten with bowie-knife blades attached— and 
^^ 3 words with pistol-barrels near the hilt.” These last wero 

f ibsec^uently declared by an intelligent Arab, not without a 
low of reason, to be “ the devil’s invention.” The party 
consisted of fourteen individuals ; ten men to man the boats, and 
four officers. Among the latter were Lieut. Dale and Mr. 
Aulick, midshipman, who, as draftsmen, rendered the expedition 
great service, and to whom we are indebted for the maps and 
beautiful sketches, which illustrate the narrative. 

On November 26, 1847, the expedition sailed in the Supply 
for the Coast of Syria. At Beyrut they completed their pre- 
parations— engaging a geologist, physician and interpreter : and 
finally disembarked at Acre, in order to cross the country to the 
Lake of Tiberias. In providing the carriage necessary for that 
object, they experienced, of course, much trouble from the Pashr 
of Acre ; a Syrian gentleman, who, a few years before, had 
swept the streets, which he now walked as governor. But the) 
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secured the servicea of a clever Arab Sheikh, named Akil, 
who, having recently raised a successful rebellion against tho 
Sultan among the Arab tribes, had been rewarded for his prowesa 
by the appointment of Colonel of Irregular Cavalry, and a 
superb dress of honour ! A second ally, possessed of som^ioral 
weight, was found in Sherif Hazza of Mecca. lie was brought 
into the service, as Lieut. Lynch tells us, by the important 
consideration, that “ instead of a party of private indivU 
‘ duals, we were commissioned officers and seamen, from a far 
‘ distant but powerful country ; that, with us, I knew he believed 
‘ in the writings of Moses ; and that, with solutions of scientific 
‘ questions, we hoped to convince the incredulous that Moses 
‘ was a true prophet.” 

The first grand difficulty of the land-journey was to find 
animals that would draw the trucks, whereon the all-important 
boats were laid. Horses were tried, but utterly failed. Hap- 
pily, however, the first sleep of the commander after tlie failure 
was much disturbed by an attack of nightmare, the burden of 
which was a camel ; and, in the morning, he resolved to try the 
animals, whose shadowy representatives had so greatly troubled 
liis repose. Three camels were harnessed to eacli truck ; and 
to the delight of all, not omitting the whole population of Aero, 
tlie huge animals drew their burden with ease. This obstacle 
removed, the party soon started on their way. The journey 
lay tlirough the beautiful vale of Abilene, enamelled with 
flowers, and thence through the great plain of El Buttauf, 
north of Nazareth. Our readers may be interested to know tho 
appearance of this novel cavalcade, both on their journey and 
in camp ; — 

Passin" alon<:» tins ravit>c, in a soutli CftsU rly direction, for tlir^^ 
quaUt ib of a nulo, tho boats rattlin{:» and tunibliii'T n 1 on fj;, drawn bj" 
}>o\Ncrt'id camel trains, wo came, at D-liO, upon a biancli of tho ^nciit ))h^re 
of Ibittauf. Tlio metal boats, with tlio tliif^s llyin}», moniitod on camagea 
drawn by lun^o camels, ouisclves, tlio mounted siniois in sinj^dc tilo, tho 
loaded camols, tho shorif and tho shoikh, witli thoir tufiod spours and 
folluNAors, presented a i^loiions siglit It looked like a trnimjihal marcli, 

Wo thereloro jntohod oiir tents upon a t^ontly slopim,^ osplmiado , and onr 
llodoAV in fiiendb were ovor-againsL us Itwa-^a ])ietnies<nio bpot ; on tho 
hit of onr touts, which faced the boulh, woio the tiiicks with tho two 
boats, forming a kind of entrenebment ; belund tliCbo, wore about tiiiity 
camels, and all onr horses. Prom tbo boat,, and in front of our wlnto 
tents, tho American Hag was Hying ; and, just l)eyoiid, an officer and two 
sailors, witli cai bines, liad mounted gnaid, with tho loaded blundorloiss 
between tliein. 'I'lio tent of our allies was a blue one ; and the liorsoa 
tethered near, and tufted spenis in fiont, together with their .sinking 
costume, varied and enlivened tho secno. — /'y? 1 Khl 

The obstacles encountered in the way were very great. The 

N I 
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boats bad to be drawn up rocks, down slopes, and over crngs; 
but through the exercise of great care and perseverance, they 
reached their destination unharmed, were launched in the Lake 
of Tiberias, and moored off the modern representative of the 
town ^ that name. During a brief stay there, a third boat was 
purchlSed to assist in transporting the heavy baggage ; and, in 
remembrance of the “ auld countrie,” was lionoured with the 
euphonious appellation of Uncle Sam. When quite "prepared, 
the Expedition divided into two parties, one to go down the 
Jordan by water, the other by land ; and on Monday, April 
10, 1818, launching the boats and mounting their horses, they 
fairly entered upon their important labours. 

The energy, skill, and perseverance, with which those labours 
were performed to the very end, deserve the highest praise. 
They have added much to our knowledge of the interesting 
localities where they were carried on, and have put the ques- 
tions, relating to them, in a clearer light than they ever were 
before. The difficulties in the way of the Expedition were 
not few. Their’s was no “ party of pleasure,” as it had been 
termed, but one of severe toll. Sometimes they had to bear 
painful privations, and were always exposed to a most trying 
climate ; in consequence of which, the whole party, in turn, 
suffered from severe sickness. In spite, however, of every dib- 
couragement, the work w^as completed in the space of two 
months, when the party returned to Beyrut, and re-embarked 
for America. But they did not escape the fatality, which 
seems attached to the Lake. Mr. Losligan, who first launched 
a boat on the Dead Sea, died from fever brought on by ex- 
posure ; Lieut. Molyneux, who followed him, perished in 
^te manner ; and the fever, which carried tlicin off, proved 

» tal to Lieut. Dale. We regret this the more, because 
is amiable young officer appears to have been the most 
accomplished, if not the most energetic, labourer in the whole 
party. His share of duty was a most important one; and from 
his pencil the narrative has derived some of its beautiful 
sketches. Mr. Dale was attacked by disease at Beyrut, just 
when about to rc-embark for home. Tlie touching story of 
his sickness, and of its sad termination, we must give in Lieut. 
Lynch’s words : — 

On Monday, the 10th, Mr. Dale, in tho hope of being more speedily 
invigorated by the mountain air, rode to Bhamdun, a village about twelve 
miles distant up tho mountain. It was tho dreadful Damascus road, which 
we had travelled eleven days before. ITc arrived thoroughly exhausted , 
but was tho next day much recruited On the second day, however, a 
sirocco sot in, which lasted three days, and completely prostrated him. On 
the 17th, I received intelligence that he was very ill, and immediately 
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ImsteneJ up, and found him partially delirious. IIo laboured under a low, 
nervous fever, the same which, had carried oft‘ Gostigan and Molyneaux. 
He was in the house of the Rev. Mr. Smith, of the American Presbyterian 
Mission, and received fi-om all its members there the kindest and most 
assiduous nursing. Dr. De Forest was in constant attendance day and 
night, and his wife was as a ministering angel to the invalid. Di’HjTandyke 
came some distance to see him ; and his case received every allcviSon that 
the warmest sympathy could afford. 

My poor friend lingered until the evening of the 24th ; when he expired 
so gently, that it was difficult to tell the moment of dissolution. Deter 
mined to take his remains home, if possible, I started immodiutoly with 
them for Beirut It was a slow dreary ride down the rugged mountain 
by torchlight. As I followed the body of my late companion, accompanied 
only by swarthy Arabs, and thought of his young and lielploes children, I 
could scarce repress the wish that i had been taken, and lie been 
spared. 

About sunset, as the Turkish batteries were saluting the first night 
of tho Ramadan, we escorted the body to the Frank ceniotcry, and laid it 
beneath a Pride of India tree. A few most appropriate chapters in ilio 
Bible were read, and some affecting remarka made by the Uov. Mr Tlionip 
Bou ; after which, the sailors advanced, and fired tlirco volleys over the 
grave ; and thus, amid unbidden tears and atillcd sobs, closed tho obso 
quies of our lamented companion and friend . — Pp hOO bOs. 

The narrative of the Expedition is from the pen of tho com- 
mander; but it is much le^s satisfactory, than the labours which 
it describes. It is written in the style of a diary or log-book, 
and gives no generalized view of the important results to which 
those labours point. It seems also very imperfect. While tliat 
share of duty, which the author himself performed, is very mi- 
nutely detailed — important points, on which reports must have 
been made by other members of the party, arc omitted altoge- 
ther, or so briefly noticed as to be of little worth. Many of 
the scientific details, also, have been reserved for some invisil^ 
“official report” — to be lost to the world, we presume, altogelli® 
Such a general view of the results of the survey, as the natm- 
tive ought to have contained, we propose to lay before <Wr 
readers, derived not only from the work before us, but from 
other approved sources of information. Ibit, before doing so, 
it may be well to consider briefly the general character and 
relations of the particular spot, which the Expedition had come 
to examine. 

To understand correctly the Physical Geography of Pales- 
tine, the eye must range not only over the country itself, but 
over the districts lying at its northern and southern extreme- 
ties. These districts are closely connected with it, both physi- 
cally, and in its history. Palestine is a country abounding in 
mountains and hills, valleys and plains. But these are not 
independent of all others. The mountains spring from a great 
system iu the north, and find their natural termiaatiuii in 
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another on the south ; while the valleys and plains result 
from the ramifications and ofF-shoots of these systems, by which 
the country is crossed and studded in every direction. All 
are connected with one great chain, which runs longitudinally, 
likea^ant spine, from the river Orontes into Arabia. This 
chain begins at Mount Casius, but immediately divides into 
two parallel ranges, with proudly-towering summits, which form 
the celebrated mountains of Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon, and 
enclose, in the vast hollow between them, the valley of CocleSyria, 
now called Buka’a. The western range of Lebanon gradually 
trends off to the Mediterranean, into whose waters it pushes 
the grand promontory of the White Cape, or Tyrian Ladder. 
Anti'Lebanon continues to run southward, and, though lower 
in general than its sister range, throws up, higher than all, the 
splendid peak of Mount Herinon, with its broad stripes of 
enow. At the foot of Mount Ilermon, begins the country of 
the Jews — Dan, their northern boundary, lying immediately 
under its southern face. Just above this, Anti-Lebanon 
divides into two great chains, which run southward for three 
hundred and thirty-five miles, keeping parallel to each other 
at a mean distance of eight or nine miles, and enclosing be- 
tween them, as within giant walls, tlie valley of the Jordan, 
the river, and its lakes. The eastern chain, after passing the 
Lake Asphaltites, ends in the lied Sea, in an abrupt promon- 
tory, near the ancient trading settlement of Leukekome. The 
western range, having thrown out the mountains of Galilee, 
Samaria and Judah, runs into the peninsula of Sinai, and ter- 
minates in its southern-most promontory, the Has Muhammad. 
From these two chains, on both sides, spring numerous ramifi- 
4f*tion3 and branches. In the district where the soutliern 
^oots of Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon meet togetlier, we liave 
Re rugged mountains of north-western Galilee, enclosing some 
beautiful plains. From the eastern chain of Anti-Lebanon, 
spring the mountains of the Haiiran and Gilead. Farther 
south, the same range is seen in the mountains of Moab, the 
wild sea of the mountains of Edom, and the great Mount llor. 
Fiom the western range, shoot out the hills of Galilee which 
embosom Nazareth; the little Hermon ; the mountains of 
Gllboa; the promontory of Carmel; the mountains of Sa- 
maria ; and the terraced hills of J udah, once clad with vines. 
Mount Tabor, Ebal and Gerizim, and the Mount of Olives, 
are numbered amongst its isolated peaks. The only level 
plain, of considerable length in the whole country, is the long 
and narrow valley between these parallel chains, down which 
the Jordan flows, and wherein lie the wonderful lakes, in which 
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its waters gather. This valley divides the country lonc^itudi- 
nally into distinct Iialves. ® 

The land, through which run these massive and lengthened 
chains, presents a variety of aspects. The alternations of 
mountain and valley, hollow and plain, not only inves^t witli 
great beauty, but proved lastingly useful in ancient da^ to its 
favoured inhabitants. Corn and wine and oil— rich pastures, 
shady forests, and abundant fruits, were amongst its chief pro* 
ducts. The land of Israel can, we think, be shown to bo a very 
complete country ; enabling its people to find the comforts, as 
well as necessaries, of life among themselves ; and, as God had 
evidently designed, not needing that they should resort for 
them to other and idolatrous nations. 

Brief though our sketch be, we cannot wliolly omit a notice 
of the general geological features of this important and inter- 
esting country, as tliese are particularly illustrated by that 
district, which the Expedition examined. It is a matter 
of surprize that no proper geological survey of it has been 
made to this day. Travellers have usually contented them- 
selves with a few observations on the general character of the 
rocks around them ; and thus the structure of a few localities 
has become known : but we have no full and connected view of 
the whole. We may add, that the traveller, who has given 
the best notice of the geological formation of Palestine, is 
Dr. Wilson of Bombay. Excepting the peninsula of Sinai 
and part of the mountains of Edom, all the rock of Syria 
seems to be of the secondary formation ; the former localities 
alone exliibiting the granite and porphyry rocks. The basis 
of the system, as seen in Mount Ilor, is the variegated or New 
Red Sandstone, on which lies the Jura limestone with ilb 
cretaceous system above it. These are the chief elements, ^f 
the whole country. The sand-stone is seen only along me 
Wady Araba, especially on its eastern side, and, to t))c north 
of it, in the eastern mountains of the Dead Sea. Still fartlicr 
north, as tlic country rises, it altogether disappears. In 
Mount rior it is 1,500 feet in depth, with dykes of porphyry 
and red granite bursting through it. In Petra, the limestone 
exhibits the most beautiful variety of colours — its tints being 
red, purple, salmon colour, deep blue, pale blue, crimson, 
scarlet and bright orange; sometimes in horizontal, sometimes 
in waving lines. In the mountains of Judah, the geology is 
simple ; the rock, throughout the country, consisting of the 
Upper Oolite of the Jura, with few organic remains. Conglo- 
merate, chalk, and other cretaceous rocks appear along the 
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Jordan valley — the strata being often bent and broken into 
the most fantastic forms. 

The prevalence of limestone accounts for the numerous 
and spacious caverns in Palestine, celebrated in ancient tiroes, 
and eating to this day. In such caves, Dr. Robinson 
lately saw the peasants of Jattir watching their flocks, and 
ripening corn ; and Mr. Thomson found the sufferers gather- 
ed after the great earthquake of 1837. ^ The same forma- 
tion supplies a reason for the great fertility, which the land 
once possessed. No formation is capable of higher cultivation 
than the Oolite ; its alternations of calcareous beds with sand 
and clay offer almost every variety of soil ; corn land and pas- 
ture are both found upon it, as well as rich woods and orchards 
for fruit. The green-sand beds of the cretaceous system are 
also exceedingly rich ; while the Upper Chalk furnishes superior 
downs for the pasture of sheep. The combinations, which their 
elements form with other soils, viz. marls and loam, are also most 
valuable. All these we know to exist in some parts of Pales- 
tine; and wo doubt not that a careful survey would exhibit them 
in many others. The rich wooded scenery of Oxfordshire^and 
Gloucestershire proves the value of the Oolite system in Eng- 
land; while that of the Jura, with its deep beds of marl, its 
splendid larch- forests, and beautiful vineyards, reminds us of the 
very fruit, for which one portion of the Jewish land was so 
celebrated. 

In the same fact, we find a partial explanation of the original 
formation of the Jordan valley. This valley is an enormous 
crevasse, or fissure, running longitudinally through the very 
heart of the mountains of Syria, and is the largest of its chus 
world. The mighty chain of parallel mountains, which 
w have described as the great feature of the country, must at 
one time have formed a single range. It seems not improba- 
ble, that the stupendous power from beneath, which produced 
the gigantic fissure of the Red Sea, and separated Arabia 
from Africa, continued its force much farther north, and car- 
ried the fissure along the great range of limestone moun- 
tains in Syria, until that force was expended or destroyed 
by the Taurus, which crossed the line of its direction. This 
fissure must have been broad, and deep ; and it appears to 
us not impossible, considering the fragile character of lime- 
stone, that a broad band from the head of one side of the 
crevice, wedge-like^ fell in along its whole length, and filled it 
up; leaving two chains of parallel mountains and a depressed 
plain between them. In the southern and broader fissure, 
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the surface of this plain formed a bottom for the Red Sea ; 
in the northern, it forms the valley of the Jordan and its 
continuation, Wady Araba. This speculation seems to us con- 
firmed by the character of the rock, which forms the surface of 
these latter valleys. Opposite the sand-stone of Mount with 
its dykes of porphyry, the Araba has a hard surface, up(m wliich 
huge boulders of primitive rock lie scattered. Opposite to the 
chalk mountain of Quarantania, the surface of the Ghor is daz- 
zling chalk for more than twenty miles. Similar illustrations 
may also bo found elsewhere : while to confirm these facts, the 
rocks on the edge of the valley, at various points, seem Lent, 
twisted, and broken, as if a force had endeavoured to draw 
them downward. In other words, it appears to us, that, along 
the whole line of the valley, we witness a stupendous geolo- 
gical “ fault and that, if the Ghor could bo raised to a level 
with the mountains above it, its strata would be found to an- 
swer to theirs, leaving only the fissure originally produced. Of 
the tertiary formations in Palestine, including the oyster-beds 
and coralline of the Southern Desert, we need not now speak. 
To the volcanic indications, we shall have occasion to refer 
hereafter. 

The valley of the Jordan may be divided into two distinct 
parts ; the former, comprehending the sources of the river and 
its northern plain; the latter, including the valley below the 
Lake of Tiberias, and the Dead Sea. Of the former, want of 
space forbids us now to speak. Tlie Expedition visited it: but 
they were out of their proper element, and saw the place 
under unfavourable circumstances: they have, therefore, told 
us nothing new. The three chief sources of the Jordan and 
tbe numerous fountains connected with them ; the great pli^ 
of the Iluleh, in which they join their waters, with its interr- 
ing volcanic phenomena; the basin itself, with its stagnWt 
marshes; the bridge of the daughters of Jacob; the sites in the 
neighbourhood; and the Lake of Tiberias, with its sweet, 
sparkling waters, its beautiful western plain, its many ruined 
mounds, and the thousand associations — connected not only 
with the life of the Saviour, but with Jewish Government, 
Jewish learning, and the history of the Crusades — constitute in 
themselves a subject of enquiry, as productive of profit as of 
pleasure. For the present, we must pass all these topics bv, 
and proceed to take up the American expedition at Tabariycli, 
where we left them. 

The first duty devolving upon them was to examine that 
part of the Jordan valley, which lies between the Lake ol 
Tiberias and the Dead Sea. For this purpose the party was 
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formed into two divisions ; one to proceed by land, the other 
by the river. The following extract describes the share of 
labour assigned to each party; — 

In order that, by a division of labour, our work might be well performed, 
T assigii^ to each officer and volunteer of this expedition his appropriate 
duty. With the command of the caravan, Mr. Dale was to take topogra- 
])hical sketches of tlio country, as ho pi-oceeded, and such other notes as 
circumstances would permit. Dr. Anderson was directed to make geolo- 
gical observations, and collect specimens where he could ; Mr. Bedlow to 
note tlie aspect of the country on the land route, and the incidents that 
occurred on the marcli ; and Mr. Francis Lynch, who was charged with the 
herbarium, to collect plants and flowers. 

In tho water party, I assigned to myself, in tho “ Fanny Mason,” the 
course, rapidity, colour, and depth of the river and its tributaries, — tho 
nature of its banks, and of the country through which it flowed, — tho vege- 
table productions, and tho birds and animals we might see, with a journal 
of events. To Mr. Aulick, who had charge of the “ Funny Skinner,” was 
assigned the topographical sketch of tho river and its shores. — Fp. IGS-D 

There are few sections of the Holy Land, which have been 
less visited and are less known, than this portion of the Jordan 
valley. A few miles of its upper extremity, and a few miles of 
its southern end in the plain of Jericho, are all that modem 
travellers have examined. It has been crossed, and the river 
forded, in two or throe places by Seetzen, Burckhardt, Irby 
and Mangles, and Buckingham: but twenty-seven miles, or 
nearly half, of its extent have been untrodden by Europeans 
since the time of tho Crusades. The expedition traversed its 
whole length : and, though we have but meagre accounts from 
the land-party of what they saw, the information communi- 
cated by the river-division, is quite new, and interesting in the 
highest degree. We shall not follow them in their journeys, 

S d, for the benefit of our readers, condense the information 
)y have supplied. 

^’’he VALLEY OF THE JORDAN, between the two Seas, is term- 
ed, by the Arabs, EL Ghor^ which name is continued across 
the Dead Sea to the small tract at its south extremity ; after 
which it is lost in the more important Wady Araba. It is 
about sixty miles in length, and varies from six to eleven 
miles in breadth, with an average of eight or nine. Its gene- 
ral course deviates but little from the meridian, running from 
N. by E. to S. by W. It shelves so rapidly to the southward, 
that its surface, near the Dead Sea, is 983.22 feet below its 
surface on the edge of the Sea of Tiberias. In other words, 
the heads of the western mountains uear the Dead Sea arc on a 
level with the base of the same chain, as it overlooks the water 
of the Sea of Tiberius ; and the fall of water, within the space 
of sixty miles, is but a little less, than that which the Ganges has 
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n its course from Saharunpore to Calcutta, viz. 1,100 feet. 
These western mountains are sometimes precipitous, and tower 
ihove the valley to a height of 1,600 feet ; but average, on 
the whole, scarcely 1,000 feet in height. The eastern chain is 
hWher than the western. Valleys open in both these %ige8, 
some of which yield only mountain streams, flowing in spring ; 
from two, on the eastern side, issue the perennial streams 
of the Yarraakh and Zurka (Jabbok). The river flows down 
the great valley in a bed deeply depressed beneath its level. 
So deep is it, that the traveller, who takes the land-route down 
the valley, will see but little of the river; while’he, who pro- 
ceeds by the river, will see almost nothing of the land. It has 
been generally supposed, that the Ghor is a vast plain, an 
expanse of desert through its whole extent, or nearly so. This 
however is not strictly correct. The northern part, for about 
twelve miles, appears to be alluvial deposit, and is of a most 
fertile character. The soil is, in some parts, covered with a 
profusion of the most lovely field flowers, or produces thistles 
and rank grass ; in others, it is cultivated by the Arabs, especi- 
ally for wheat and millet. The surface, for about five miles, is 
level ; but, beyond this, near the bridge of Majamia, the view 
is wild and peculiar. The high alluvial terraces on each side 
‘ of the river are every where shaped by the action of the 
‘ winter rains into a number ot conical hills some of them 
‘ pyramidal and cuneiform, presenting the appearance of a 
‘ giant encampment, so perfectly tent-like were their shapes.’' 
This configuration continues for several miles, the conical hills 
cxtcndingiDack to the base of the mountains. Thence, for more 
than forty miles, the traveller passes over a wide waste of desert^ 
till he reaches the Dead Sea. At first the chalk of the westeri^ 
hills appears on the face entirely bare of vegetation, hut stil^ 
retaining the undulating form of low hills, lo the chalk, suc- 
ceed rolling sand-hills, stretching far along the base of the moun- 
tains, without the shelter of a single tree ; then the flat plain, 
dried into dust, but sometimes producing low bushes, or scanty 
grass. The sand continues to that part of the Glior, which is 
opposite Jericho, where a strong clay soil is found^thc same 
in which Solomon cast the golden vessels of the temple. 
Nearer the Dead Sea, the sand re-appears, with precipitous 
hills of marl, much washed by torrents and winter rams ; an<l 
the Ghor finally presents a muddy flat on the northern shore 
of the sea. 1 brough its whole extent the Ghor is repea edly 
crossed by deep ravines, the beds of mountain torrents, w iic , 
in the winter and spring, pour down the wadys of the two 
chains of mountains, and empty themselves into the Jordan 
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Fourteen of these were noticed by the Expedition in one day--, 
ten of which were then trickling rivulets. 

The two ranges of mountains, bordering the valley, are almost 
entirely composed of the usual Jura limestone and chalk forma- 
tions^but trap, tufa, and basalt appear overlying these rocks 
particularly near the Yarmakh, The Ghor is composed of like 
materials. Its most northern part is (as we have said) alluvial 
earth to a considerable depth, sometimes sixty feet. Near the 
village of Buka’a, we have sandstone, limestone, and conglome- 
rate ; and, west of Um Keis, volcanic indications, appear on both 
banks of the river. Near Wady Yabes, the stream has cut its 
way through limestone and conglomerate. South of Seka, about 
the centre of the Ghor, we find banks of hard clay ; five miles 
farther, hills of siliceous conglomerate and cavernous limestone; 
thence chalk and clay to the southern sea. 

Through this great valley flows the river Jordan, not near 
the surface, but in a bed, which the waters running for jiges 
have cut deep beneath it. So marked is the depression, that it 
is itself entitled to the name of a valley ; and hence the anomaly 
it presents (similar to one in Wady Araba) of a valley within 
a valley. The depression does not continue down the centre of 
the Ghor. It begins its course nearer to the eastern line of 
hills, keeps so for about twelve miles, then turns closer 
to these hills, and remains near them for eighteen miles more, 
when it shoots gradually across to the westward. About 
twenty miles from the Dead Sea, it again sweeps to the east, 
and, forming a kind of bow, runs into the sea in a south-west di- 
rection, except just at the mouth, where the stream lies due north 
^nd south. Such is the course of the inner valley, or river bed. 
•This inner valley varies in breadth from one quarter of a mile 
more than two miles. Its banks also vary in height. Near 
the sea of Tiberias, they are about thirty feet ; thence they in- 
crease to sixty, and, before reaching a distance of twelve miles 
(in a direct line), they are 300 feet high. Lieut. Lynch, in a 
very brief summary, tells us that the terrace of the Ghor 
averaged 500 feet above the flat of the Jordan but we are 
inclined to think that some error of the pen or press has crept 
into the passage. In the northern end of the plain of Jericho 
the chalk clitts on each bank are 200 feet high ; but the west 
bank gradually disappears, and gives place to three distinct ter- 
races of moderate elevation, lying within one another, the low- 
est containing the stream. These terraces have been much 
washed by rain, and the lowest is usually overflowed when the 
river is at its height. 

The river does not occupy the whole level even of this second 
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and inner valley, but has cut its bed within it ; and, when the 
waters are low, banks are to be seen in numerous places in tins 
lower valley, as well as the upper. The stream winds exceed- 
ingly, running, in some places, towards all points of the compass 
within a few miles; so that while the Ghor, between t% two 
seas, is about sixty miles in length, and the inner vallc^ from 
its gentle bendings, is a few miles more, the stream itself runs 
a course more than double of theirs. In a letter written at Je- 
richo, before all the calculations had been carefully made, Lieut. 
Lynch roughly says : « In a space of sixty miles of latitude and 
‘ four or five of longitude, the Jordan traverses at least 200 miles.” 
But, according to the chart contained in the volume, construct- 
ed on a scale of one inch to a mile, the Ghor from sea to sea 
has but 56 miles of latitude, and the stream, with all its twists 
and turnings, is only 130 miles in length. 

A peculiar feature of the stream, almost unknown till the 
expedition passed down it, is the dangerous rapids it contains, 
particularly in its early course aft§r leaving the Lake of Tiberi- 
as. That these were likely to occur had been already inferred 
from the great slope of the valley ; but experience had never 
sliewn it. The Expedition established the fact beyond a 
doubt. They passed down twenty-seven '' threatening ” 
rapids, besides a great many of lesser note ; and describe 
them by the epithets ‘‘ frightful,” '' ugly,” “ appalling,” most 
fearful,” and “ fierce.” The danger from them was so great, and 
was surmounted with such commendable perseverance and 
skill, that we cannot but quote a few passages respecting them, 
especially as they are quite a new feature in our knowledge of 
the river. Here is the description of one, wliich the watej^ 
party encountered on the very day in which they entered th^ 
river : — ^ 

At 4-56, current increasing, swept round a bend of tlio shore, and 
lieard the hoarse sound of a rapid At 4-57, came in sight of tlie partly 
whole, and partly crumbled, abutments of “ Jisr Semakh,” the bridge of 
Semakh. The ruins are extremely picturesque ; the abutments standing 
in various stages of decay, and the fallen fragments obstructing the courso 
of the river, save at one point, towards the left hank, where the j)cnt-Mp 
water finds an issue, and runs in a sluice among the scattoiing masses of 
stone. 

What threatened to be its greatest danger, proved the preservation of 
the leading boat. We bad swept upon a rock in mid-channel, when the 
Arab crew of the Uncle Sam unskilfully brought her within the influence 
of the current. She was immediately borne down upon us with groat 
velocity ; but striking us at a favourable angle, we slided off the ledge of 
rook, and floated down together The Fanny Skinner, drawing less water, 
barely touched in passing — Pp 173-i. 
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The next was their second day’s experience 

“ At 8-10 A. M., started— tho boats down tbe river, the caravan by land. 
The current at first about 24 knots, but increasing as we descended, until at 
8-20 we came to where tbe river, for more than three hundred yards, was 
one foxing rapid ; the fishing-weirs, and the ruins of another ancient 
bridge,^ob8tructing the passage. There were cultivated fields on botli 
sides. Took every thing out of the boats, sent tho men overboard to swim 
alongside and guide them, and shot them successively down tho first rapid. 
The water was fortunately very deop to the first fall, where it precipitated 
itself over a ledge of rocks. The river becoming more shallow, we opened 
a channel by removing largo stones, and as the current was now exces- 
sively rapid, we pulled well out into tho stream, bows up, let go a grapnel, 
and eased each boat down in succession. Below us were yet five successive 
falls, about eighteen feet In all, with rapids between, — a perfect break-down 
in the bed of tbe river, It was very evident that the boats could not 
descend them. 

At 1-20 F. M., started again. At 1-45, descended a cascade at an angle of 
30°, at the rate of twelve knots, passing, immediately after, down a shoal 
rapid, where we struck, and hung, for a few moments, upon a rock. Stop- 
ped for the other boats, which were behind. — Pp. 177-8. 

One of the rapids here mentioned gave its quietus to tho 
third boat of the party, Uncle Sam. Built of wood and aged, 
with all his repairs the old gentleman was ill-fitted to leave 
the even tenour of his former life’s way, in carrying wood across 
the Lake of Tiberias, in order to undertake a voyage of disco- 
very in unknown regions. His constitution became thoroughly 
shattered by the thumping of these dreadful rocks and rapids : 
his back broke ; and he calmly sank to rest in the river-bed. On 
reading of this important event, our mind experienced consi- 
derable re-relief from a burden, that had oppressed it since the 
announcement of Uncle Sam^s appointment. It was bad enough 
^ have the Fanny Mason and Fanny Skinner surveying the 
^ead Sea ; but Uncle Sam ! 

^^'The worst rapids of all followed on the third day; as our 
next extract, the last on this point, will shew : — 

At 10-15 A. M., cast off, and shot down the first rapid, and stopped 
to examine more closely a desperate-looking cascade of cloven feet. Jii 
the middle of the channel was a shoot, at an angle of about sixty degrocb, 
with a bold, bluff, threatening rock at its foot, exactly in tho passage 
It would therefore be necessary to turn almost at a sharp angle in descend- 
ing, to avoid being dashed to pieces. This rock was on the outer edge of 
the whirlnool, which a caldron of foam swept round and round in circling 
eddies, let below, wore two fierce rapids, each about 150 yards in length, 
with tho points of black rocks peering above tbe white and agitated surface. 
Below thorn again, within a mile, were two other rapids — longer, but more 
shelving, and less difficult. 

Fortunately a large bush was growing upon the left bank, about five 
feet up, where the wash of the water from above had formed a kind of pro 
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montory. By swimming across some distance up the stream, one of the 
men had carried over the end of a rope, and made it fast around the roots 
of the bush. The CTeat doubt was, whether the hold of the roots would 
be 8u6Soient to withstand the strain, but there was no alternative. In 
order not to risk the men, I employed some of the most vigorous Arabs 
in the camp to swim by the side of the boats, and guide them, possible, 
clear of danger. Landing the men, therefore, and tracking tno Fanny 
Mason up stream, we shot her across, and gathering in the slack of tho 
rope, let her drop to the brink of tho cascade, whore she fairly trembled 
and bent in the fierce strength of the sweeping current. It was a mo- 
ment of intense anxiety. The sailors bad now clambered along the banks, 
and stood at intervals below, ready to assist us, if thrown from the boat, 
and swept towards them. One man, with me in tho boat, stood by tho 
line ; a number of naked Arabs were upon the rocks, and in tho foaming 
water, gesticulating wildly — their shouts mingling with tho noise of the bois- 
tcrous rapids, and thoir dusky fonns contrasting strangely with tho eficr- 
vescing nood ; and four on each side in tho water were clinging to tho 
boat, ready to guide her clea^of the tlireateuing rock, if possible. 

The Fanny Mason, in tho meanwhile, swayed from side to side of tho mad 
torrent, like a frightened steed, straining tho lino whicli held her. Watch- 
ing the moment when her bows were brought in tlio right direction, I gave 
the signal to let go the ropo. There was a rush, a plunge, an upward leap, 
and the rock was cleared, the pool was passed, and, half full of water, with 
breathless velocity, we were swept safely down tho rapid. Such screaming 
and shouting ! — tho Arabs seemed to exult more than ourselves. It was in 
seeming only, they were glad ; but we were grateful. Two of tho Arabs 
lost their liold, and were carried far below us ; but wore rescued witli a 
fclight injury to one of them. 

It was exactly twelve o'clock when wo cleared tho cascade. Mr. 
Aulick soon followed in the Fanny Skinner, and, by his skill and coolness, 
passed down in perfect safety. — F^) . 180-190. 

The river banks, as may bo supposed, are exceedingly love- 
ly. The climate of the Ghor is quite tropical, owing to its 
great depression below the general sea-level ; the thermometer 
ranging constantly between 70° and 80° in April and 
But, while the dry and arid plains arc destitute of vegetatmn, 
wherever water is to be found, it flourishes in abunda*e. 
Along the ravines, whence pour the mountain streams — up the 
wady 8, whose waters feed the Jordan — and along the river 
itself, it is seen in profusion. In some spots it is peculiarly 
beautiful — the trees shooting their tall brandies to the sky, or 
drooping them gracefully to the water, and dipping them in tho 
stream : — 

For hours in thoir swift descent tho boats floated down in fidcncc — 
the silence of the wilderness. Hero and there wore spots ol solcmu 
beauty. The numerous birds sang with a music strange and mam fold ; 
the willow branches were spread upon the stream-like tresses ; and creeping 
mosses and clambering weeds, with a multitude of white and silvery little 
flowers, looked out from among them ; and tho cliff swallow wheeled over 
the falls, or went at his own wild will darting througl) tlio arched vistas, 
shadowed and shaped by the meeting foliage ou the buuks , and, above all, 
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yet attuned to all, was the music of the river, gushing with a sound like 
that of shawms and cymbals. 

There was little variety in the scenery of the river to-day. The stream 
sometimes washed the bases of the sandy hills, and at other times mean- 
dered between low banks, generally fringed with trees, and fragrant with 
blossoms A Some points presented views exceedingly picturesque — the mad 
rushing m a mountain torrent — the song and sight of birds — the over- 
hanging foliage and glimpses of the mountains far over the plain — and here 
and there a gurgling rivulet pouring its tribute of crystal water into the 
now muddy Jordan. The western shore was peculiar, from the high 
calcareous limestone hills, which forma barrier to the stream, when swollen 
by the efflux of the sea of Galilee during the winter and early spring ; 
while the left, or eastern, bank was low, and fringed with tamarisk and 
willow, and occasionally a thicket of lofty cane, and tangled masses of 
shrubs and creeping plants, giving it the character of a jungle. — P. 212. 

Numerous birds have their dwellings in these wooded shades; 
and there of old the Hon, the boar, and the leopard found a 
cool retreat, till the rising waters drove them to the upper 
plain. 

The breadth, depth, and rapidity of the stream furnish another 
topic of interest to which the Expedition paid much attention. 
Like all rivers fed from snowy mountains, and flowing through 
countries which enjoy a particular rainy season, the J ordaii 
varies in depth and size at different periods of the year. The 
water is highest at the end of March, and lowest in October. 
At the former period, it fills the lower banks so distinctly 
marked in the plain of Jericho, and slightly overflows them. 
Judging from the marks seen by the Expedition in their down- 
ward passage, we should suppose the annual rise of the flood 
to be about sixteen feet. On the 14th of April, they noticed 
that it was already falling two feet per day, and saw sedge 
drift-wood high up on the branches of the trees, even 
hitler than the edge of the inner banks. 

Wae breadth, depth, and rapidity of the stream were found 
to vary, not onlv at different periods, but at different parts of 
the course ; and, as might be supposed, the depth and breadth 
were often in inverse proportion to each other. Where the 
stream was broad, it was found shallow ; and where narrow, 
the water was deep, and the current strong. High up the 
valley* ere the river receives its numerous tributaries, the 
breadth is insignificant ; but, after receiving them, it becomes 
wider and deeper. On leaving the Lake of Tiberias, the expe- 
dition found it seventy-five feet wide, and ten deep ; the current 
was two knots; and the water of a light green colour. The 
average of the first day shewed it eighty-five feet wide, and ten 
feet deep, with a current of two and a half knots. On the second 
day, with numerous and ugly” rapids, the average was 120 feet 
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wide, and six deep, with a current of three knots. After receiv- 
ing the Yarmakh (a stream with a moderate current, 120 feet 
wide, and nearly as deep as the Jordan), the current became 
eight knots, with seven considerable rapids ; and so on. Dur- 
ing the last two miles of its course, the Expedition t^btained 
several measurements, which enable us, with some approach 
to accuracy, to estimate the amount of water, which the Jordan 
and its tributaries were then daily pouring into the Dead Sea. 
In one part it was 120 feet wide and 12 deep, with a current 
of four knots; again, 150 feet wide and 11 deep, with a cur- 
rent of four knots ; the last measurement shewed it 240 feet 
wide and 7 deep, with a three knots’ current. At the mouth 
it was found to be 540 feet wide and three deep, with a current 
of about three knots. Hence it is evident, that we shall not 
greatly err, if we take the average of this lowest portion 
of the stream at 210 feet broad, eight feet deep, with a 
current of three knots an hour. We have been particular in 
our statement of these points, because of the mistakes, which 
have been made by previous travellers, owing to the absence 
of correct measurements. Dr. Shaw, Volney, Elliot, and others 
have reckoned the average of the river throughout at a hun- 
dred feet broad by six to nine in depth with a current of two 
knots ; an estimate very much below the actual size. 

These facts lead to some very interesting results. Reckon- 
ing the nautical mile at 6086.76 feet in length, the Jordan, 
when measured by Lieut. Lynch on the 18th of April, was 
pouring into the Dead Sea 30,677,270 cubic feet of water per 
hour. The stream was of a temperature of 72°, and estimat- 
ing the cubic foot of water at that temperature to bo 62lb8. 
in weight (a little less than its actual gravity), we find Ait 
the volume of water, then pouring into the sea every hour, 
weighed 849,103 tons; or 20,378,472 tons per day. At *10 
time of these measurements, the river was in the latter stage 
of its annual flood, and rapidly resuming its ordinary size. It 
would be important to ascertain what it is at other periods of 
the year, and especially in October. A calculation by Dr. Shaw, 
we know not in what month, reckoning the stream at two 
miles per hour, gave the amount daily poured into the sea at 
6,090,000 tons. 

Our travellers found one or two things, in the Glior, and on 
the river bank, which ought not to be past by without mention. 
Immediately after entering the river they came to the ruined 
bridge of Semakh, a pretty sketch of which adorns the volume. 
The abutments of the bridge alone remain in various stages of 
decay ; the fragments having fallen into the river, and obstruct- 
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ed its course. Five miles south of the Lake (in a direct line) 
stands another bridge, the Jisr Majamia, with a ruined Khan 
near it. The bridge is of Saracenic architecture, and has a 
double tier of arches — one large and three small arches below, 
and six^maller ones above. The Khan was in former days a 
massive structure ; but it has been ruined by earthquakes, — its 
thick walls being broken and scattered in confusion. Immense 
boulders of tufa and conglomerate are lying near the bridge, 
and in the bed of the river. The bridge is on the road from 
Nabulus, through Beisan to Umkeis (the ancient Gadara), and 
thence to Damascus. A third bridge, quite unknown to mo- 
dern travellers, was discovered about twenty miles north of 
Jericho at Mukutta Damieh, where the ford from Nabulus 
crosses the Jordan. The bridge is of lioraan construction ; but 
the bed, over which it was built, is now dry. Close to this 
they noticed that the mouth of the Zurka (the ancient Jabbok) 
is wrongly placed on all the maps, this stream being led into 
the Jordan at least seven miles north of its proper position. 

Tliey found also that the Ghor, though (to such an extent) 
desert, is in a measure inhabited, and appropriated by various 
Arab tribes, for about 40 miles. Ten of these tribes are enu- 
merated, each occupying a few miles of territory on both sides 
of the river, and numbering in all 2,500 fighting men. A few 
villages exist in the most fertile parts, but the Arabs live 
chiefiy in tents. Even in its best days, the great valley seems 
never to have been considered as on the whole a fertile terri- 
tory. What it is now, it was in the days of Josephus, lie 
says of it ; the Jordan after passing through the Lake of Gen- 
nesaret “ runs a long way over a desert, and then makes its 
‘ #at into the Lake Asphaltites. Now the region, which lies 
‘ ^tween this ridge of mountains, is called the Great Plain ; its 
‘ mhgth is 230 furlongs, and breadth 120, This plain is much 
‘ burnt up in summer time, and, by reason of the extraordinary 
‘ heat, contains a very unwholesome air. It is all destitute of 
* water, excepting the river Jordan.” We have no reason to 
conclude it was any better in more ancient days. Its northern 
part, 80 rich in a deep alluvial soil, spontaneously producing a 
rank vegetation, and, like the valley of Sharon, or the plain of 
Esdraelon, capable of supporting a dense population, contained 
doubtless numerous villages: it lay within the tribes of Ze- 
bulon and Issacbar. But the central and southern divisions 
do not appear to have been thus occupied. It had some vil- 
lages, among which was Succoth : but the only important towns 
through its whole extent were Bethshan and Jericho: and 
even their importance arose from the peculiarity of their posi- 
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tion. Betbahan lay at the mouth of the beautiful valley of 
Jezreel, which slopes down towards the Ghor and enters it 
through a broad opening in the western range of mountains. 
Along this valley, and across the Ghor, lay the high rj^d from 
central Palestine over the Jordan to the mountains anAistrict 
of Gilead. Hence near its mouth we find the town of Beth- 
shan, and at the river the bridge of Mejamia, built doubtless 
where a ford had been crossed for centuries. Southwards for 
about forty-five miles, the mountains are so precipitous, and 
the opening valleys so narrow, that no important road could 
well pass through them ; wo accordingly find only inferior 
tracks and fords over the river. At the southern end of the 
Ghor, the Dead Sea prevents all passage, and necessitates other 
roads and fords across the valley ; while the great extent of the 
plain, and the many streams and fountains that fertilized its 
clayey and sandy soil, would naturally give rise to the towns 
of Jericho and Gilgal, and the villages in their neighbourhood. 
We read in Josephus, that Herod endeavoured to establish a 
third city higher up the valley, which ho named Phasael after 
his deceased brother ; but we know little about it; its site has 
not yet been clearly identified, though the name seems to bo 
preserved in that of Wady Fnsail. The remains of a Kornan 
road, leading to it from Jericho, were found by Mr. Dale and 
his companions, while passing along the Ghor. 

The valley of the Jordan, though not very prominently 
mentioned in Scripture, has many interesting associations con- 
nected with its name. The most important of these are tho 
descent of the Israelites from the mountains of Moab into the 
valley, and their passage of the river. After forty years 'll 
wandering in the great wilderness, fed by manna from heavcm 
and water from the rock, they came to the borders of tho Pr^ 
inised Land : and, from the heights on which they stood, looked 
lown upon the out-spread plain of Jericho, with its large, 
well-peopled towns, its numerous villages, its countless fields 
of yellow grain, and its meandering river with full and gusli- 
ing waters. The days of their pilgrimage wcie ended: and 
lie, who had Jed them thither from ^'thc liouee of bondage,” 
took his survey of the country promised to his brethren, and 
then departed to that “ better laud ” where stands the evt^ 

Por thirty days tho people mourned him dead, and then receiv- 
ed the joyful summons to cross the river, and take possession 
of their inheritance. At no time in the year could their pas- 
sage have been more difficult. It was the season of the barley 
harvest, when the Jordan “ fills its banks,’’ and runs with a 

r J 
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powerful stream. But this proved no impediment ; and, if wo 
remember the rapid elope of the valley from Tiberias, and the 
immense pressure with which the water opposite Jericho is 
forcec^nward, it cannot but appear that the miracle, which 
stayedRts flow till the whole people had passed over, was of 
the most stupendous kind, and well calculated to make the 
hearts of the Canaanites melt as water, and their knees smite 
together for fear. The place of passage has been fixed some- 
times at one place, sometimes at another. Most probably, as 
Dr. Ilobinson argues, the passage did not occur at any parti- 
cular spot. At the point where the priests stood with the ark, 
the wall of waters was formed on the north side. Beyond 
them southward, the slope towards the Dead Sea would of 
itself drain off the waters and in a short time leave the whole 
bed dry for more than two miles. Here then the people passed 
over “ right against Jericho.” The name of a ford “ Betha- 
bara” (the house of passage) seems to have retained, in after 
times, the remembrance of the spot, where the priests stood, 
and the waters began to fail. 

Another event of later days occurred about the same place, 
and of deeper interest to man, when John came preaching in the 
wilderness, and even the Sadducees and soldiers stood to hear 
his message. Then it was that lie, who had no repentance to 
offer, no tears to shed, no sins to wash away, the incarnate 
Saviour, consecrated himself by baptism to 11 is Father’s work, 
and received the title and the token of a Sou beloved. 

But other events of minor importance have happened in the 
Jordan valley, which invest its barren wastes with the in- 

rest attaching to all the doings of the family of man. Jacob 
crossed the river with his family, after the reconciliation with 
®8 brother ; and in the ford of “ Seka” seems to be preserved 
the name of the Succoth, where ho pitched his tents. Across 
the Jordan, too, at Jericho, his sons brought his embalmed body 
to lay it in the sepulchre of his fathers. Across the valley, 
Gideon pursued the Midianites, whose princes he slew in the 
mountains of Ammon. Near Gilgal, Saul gathered his forces 
to fight the Philistines in the mountains above, and assumed the 
office of a priest of God. To the wall of Bethshan, the Philis- 
tines fastened the body of this unhappy king and of his valiant 
sons ; and thence the grateful men of Jabesh, in a nightly raid, 
bore them away, to bury them among their own people with 
honour. Along this valley, David fled from Absalom : in the 
plain of Jericho were cast the vessels of the temple ; there too 
Zedekiah was stayed in his flight, and made captive : and 
there the curse of Joshua fell upon Iliel, when he dared 
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vebulld the ruined city. To Bethshan came the Scythian 
hordes that overran Asia, while Israel was in captivity ; and 
from their settlement within its empty walls, it derived its 
name, Scythopolis. In this valley, Herod built one of his royal 
towns. Through the plain of Jericho, the Saviour %f men 
journeyed towards the scenes of his suifering and death ; hero 
Ilartimajus received the reward of fixith in his restored sight, 
Zacchteus repented of his extortions, and the good Samaritan 
acquired an everlasting name. Such are the associations 
clustering around this desert spot. 

Passing from the Ghor, wo come to the Dead Sea, into 
which the Jordan flows. Till modern times, very little was 
known of the real character of its mysterious shores, while 
strange fables were afloat concerning them. The early pil- 
grims, that visited the Holy Land, beheld it with superstitious 
dread: but, excepting the Jesuit traveller Nau, they added no- 
thing to the account of the sea written by Josephus, hundreds 
of years before. Scetzen, the earliest traveller of the modern 
era, visited a part of its shores not usually seen by Europeans : 
Irby and Mangles followed him. Dr. liobinson and Mr. Smith 
saw its whole length, travelled above and along the western 
shore, and visited both the southern and northern ends. It is 
strange that much, which these later travellers observed, 
should have been stated by the Jesuit Nau in 1674, and 
that, till recently, modern scholars should have remained 
ignorant of his testimony. Until their time, the sum of all 
that was generally known about the sea amounted to this : that 
it was a most mysterious spot; that the shores were gloomy 
and desolate, covered in many parts with a salt-crust ; th^. 
heavy vapours hung above its pestiferous and bitter waters, m 
which no fish could live, over wliich no birds could fly ; a^ 
some xvent so far as to say, that the remains of the old cities wero 
still to be found amidst its waters. The additional light thrown 
upon it of late years, the discovery of a largo pcninMuIa, of a 
ford, and marshy tract near its southern end, and of tlio re- 
markable salt hills of Usdiun, only led to further eiKjulry aiul 
fresh efforts to reach the truth. In I8;56, Mr. Cosugaii had 
a boat conveyed to the sea of Tlberia^, and, with a Maltoo 
sailor as assistant, descended the Jordan, and made a complete 
tour of tlie Dead Soa. 15 ut the intense heat and exposure so 
affected his health, that he was found nearly dead on tlie nortli- 
ern shore, and was carried to Jerusalem, where he died. Tho 
scanty notes he took during the tour proved useless, and tho 
little intelligence of liis proceedings, conveyed to tlic scientific 
world, was obtained through the means of his companion, whom 
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Mr. Stephens saw at Beyrtit. Another expedition was very 
recently undertaken by Lieut. Molyneux, R. N. Like hia 
predecessor, he too died of a fever caught on the shores 
which he had gene to examine. Messrs. Moore and 
Beke,^ 1837, succeeded somewhat better. They had a 
boat conveyed from Jaffa to the sea, and began a trigonometri- 
cal survey. They discovered several of the facts, which have 
now been made public, but were compelled by the hos- 
tility of the Governor of Jerusalem, to leave their disinterest- 
ed labour uncompleted. Mr. Moore, it is said, subsequently 
finished the survey ; but nothing beyond a short statement in 
the journal of the Geographical Society was ever published by 
these gentlemen. {Such was the state of the question, when the 
American Expedition arrived. 

The account which Josephus gives of the Dead Sea has fur- 
nished the basis of all subsequent descriptions ; and, as it is the 
testimony of a good authority, and is, in the main, correct, it 
may be well to insert it, before we proceed to notice the labours 
of the Expedition and the results which they have attained: — 

Tho nature of tho lake Asphaltitis is also worth describing It is, 
as I have said already, bitter and unfruitful It is so light [or thick] that 
it bears up the heaviest things that aro thrown into it ; nor is it easy for 
any ono to make things sink therein to the bottom, if he had a mind so to 
do. Accordingly, when Vespasian went to see it, he commanded that some, 
who could not swim, should have their hands tied behind them, and bo 
thrown into the deep ; when it so happened that they all swam as if a wind 
liad forced them upwards. Moreover, the change of the colour of this 
lake is wonderful, iov it changes its appearance thrice every day ; and, as 
tho rays of tho sun fall dilTorcntly upon it, tho light is variously reflected. 
However, it casts up black clods of bitumen in many parts of it ; these 
^im at tho top of the water, and resemble both in shape and bigness 
l|i*dloss bulls ; and when the labourers, that belong to the lake, come to it 
and catch hold of it as it hangs together, they draw it into their ships ; but 
v®oii tho ship is full, it is not easy to cut off tho rest, for it is so tenacious, 
as to make tho ship hang upon its clods till they set it loose with tho men 
Btrual blood of women, and with urine, to which alone it yields.* This 
bitumen is not only nsehil for the caulking of ships, but for tho cure of 
men’s bodies : accordingly it is mixed in a groat many medicines. Tho 
length of this lake is five hundred and eighty furlongs, where it is extend- 
ed as far as Zoar, in Arabia, and its breadth is a hundred and fifty. The 
couiUiw of Sodom borders upon it. It was of old a most happy land, 
both lor the fruits it boro and the riches of its cities, although it be now 
all burnt up. It is related how, for the impiety of its inhabitants, it was 
burnt by lightning ; in consequence of which there are still the remainders 
of that diviuc fire. The traces [or shadows] of the five cities are still to bo 
seen, as well as the ashes growing in their fruits, which fruits have a co- 
lour as if they w'cre fit to be eaten, but if you pluck them with your hands, 
they dissolve into smoke and ashes. And thus, what is related of this land 
of yodora, hath these marks of credibility, which our very sight affords us 

• This estimate ia nearly double ita real dimenaiona, both in length and breadth. 
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The American Expedition, having passed down the valley of 
the Jordan, proceeded to the Dead Sea on the 18th of April. 
The land division, as before, under the charge of Mr. Dale, 
crossed the lower part of the Ghor towards Ain el Feshka, at 
the north-west corner of the sea, wdiere the first enc^praent 
was to be fixed. Lieut. Lynch, in command of the boats, conti- 
nued down the river, and entered the sea at its mouth. Tho 
reception, he there met with, was of an unusual kind, and effec- 
tually dispelled one fallacy respecting the sea, which some have 
advocated, viz. that the water never rises into waves, even with 
the strongest winds. We give the passage describing it; — 

A fresh north-west wind was blowing, as we rounded the point. Wo 
endeavoured to steer a little to the north of west, to make a true west 
course, and throw the patent log overboard to measure the distance ; but 
the wind roso so rapidly, that the boats could not keep head to wind, and 
we were obliged to haul tho log in. Tho sea continued to rise with tho 
increasing wind, which gradually freshened to a gale, and presented an 
agitated surface of foaming hrino ; the sju-ay, evaporating as it fell, left 
incrustations of salt upon our clothes, our hands and faces; and, while it 
conveyed a prickly sensation wherever it touched the skin, was, above all, 
exceedingly painful to the eyes. Tho boats, heavily laden, struggled 
sluggishly at first , hut when tho wind freshened in its fierceness, from 
the density of the water, it seemed as if their bows wore encountering the 
sledge-hammers of the Titans, instead of the opposing waves of an angry sea. 

At 3-50, passed a piece of drift-wood, and soon after saw three swallows 
and a gull. At 4-55, the wind blow so fiercely that the boats could make 
no headway — not oven the Fanny Skinner, which was nearer to tho wea- 
ther shore— and we diifted rapidly to leeward : throw over some of the 
fresh water to lighten tho Fanny Mason, which laboured very much ; and 
I began to fear that both boats would founder 

At 5-10, finding that wo were losing every moment, and that, with tho 
liipso of each succeeding one, tho danger increased, kept away for tho 
northern shore, in tho hopo of boing yet able to reach it, our arms, ^ir 
clothes, and skins coated with a greasy salt; and our eyes, lips, and TOs- 
trils, smarting excessively. How different was tlie scene, before tho 
merging of tho plain, which was “even as tho garden or tho Lora!' 
— Pp. 208-20‘J. 

Having arrived at Ain el Fealika, and rested a day, the party 
commenced the survey in good earnest. Some were employed 
in measuring the rocks, and observing their structure ; while 
the boats were despatched in different directions across the sea 
to sound the depth, and examine tlie bottom. Thence all pro- 
ceeded southward along the west coast to Ain Terahch, and 
next day to Ain Jidy, where the camp was erected. This last 
spot is the most important position on the western shore, and, be- 
ing nearthc centre, was constituted the depot of the Expedition. 
After examining it, and again taking lines of soundings across 
the sea, the boats, witli all the officers, proceeded to survey the 
southern end of the sea, carefully exploring the shores, and tak- 
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ing sketches of the topography as they wont on. After return- 
intr to Ain Jidy, they set out across the sea on a short visit to 
Iverak ; and thence proceeded up the east side of the sea, 
round its northern end, and back to Ain Terabeh, thus complet- 
ing a t<mr of the whole. The task proved no light one, amid 
the he^and privations to which they were subject ; but steady 
perseverance and their perfect unanimity succeeded in over- 
coming all obstacles. As we cannot describe their proceedings 
in full, we shall endeavour to present to the reader a brief sum- 
mary of what is now known concerning the sphere of their 
labours. 

The Dead Sea has been known by several names. In the 
early books of the Bible it is called “ tlie Sea of the Plain,” 
“ the Salt Sea,’' “ the Sea of Sodom.” By Josephus it is term- 
ed the “ Lake Asphaltitea by the Arabs, “ the Sea of Lot. ’ 
It is now ascertained, by trigonometrical measurement, to be 
forty miles in length, and to vary in breadth from seven miles to 
nine and a half. The breadth is, on the whole, pretty uniform; 
being at Ain el Feshka, seven miles ; at Ain Terabeh, farther 
south, eight and a quarter; at Ain Jidy it is nine; in the 
southern bay, eight and a quarter. The length increases a 
little in the winter season, from the rising waters running over 
the southern swamps : but the breadth is always the same. 
The sea takes its form, in a great measure, from the position 
in which it lies ; viz., between the parallel ranges of the Jordan 
valley. Towards the north, the western hills curve somewhat 
to the eastward; and, in the south, the hills of Usdum bend in 
the same direction, giving the sea its slightly-rounded ends. 

The northern shore, at which the level Ghor comes down to 
tli;8ea, is an extensive inud-flat, having a sandy plain behind 
it L trunks of trees and drift-wood, so impregnated with salt 
tlmt they will not burn, are strewed over its surface. The 
first station of any importance on the west coast, is Ain el 
Feshka. Here the dull, yellow clilYs are about a thousand 
feet high, composed of crumbling limestone and conglomerate. 
Upon the bench are scattered numerous fragments of Hint, and 
an abundance of bitnminons limestone pebbles, from which 
articles of curiosity are cut and sold to the pilgrims in Jeru- 
salem. The shore is Hat both on the north and south ; and at 
the water's edge stand small dead trees, still erect in the stony 
soil. At the foot of the cliff, a thermal. spring bursts from the 
rock, of a temperature of 84^. The water is clear but brackish, 
and has a strong smell of sulphur. Its stream is shallow, but 
in its progress to the sea, forms a small marsh in which a cane- 
brake lu.xuriatcs, containing the only green vegetation to 
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relieve the perfect desolation of this sombre spot. Moving 
along the shore, we find a long narrow plain between the cliflS 
and the water, skirted with cane. The limestone mountain 
remains a thousand feet high, and comes forward to the water 
in an abrupt promontory, the Has Feshka. Beyond this, a 
large della has been formed by the debris washed down by the 
torrents of two Wadys, from one of which the Kedron pours. 
The mountains then rise two hundred feet ; and the next peak, 
Makulla, presents a peculiarly burnt appearance. So friable 
is the rock, that the debris, which have fallen from its face, have 
formed a hill against it, half as high as the mountain itself. 
Again the gravelly beach curves, leading us to a cliff, named 
llathurah, with a wide cave in its face ; and then proceeds to 
two fountains in succession, Ain Ghuweir and Ain Tcrabeh, 
each giving rise to a cluster of tamarisks, willows and cane. 
The water of both is quite pure, though the latter is 75° iu 
temperature, and leaves a sulphureous deposit. Passing other 
AVadys with deltas in front, over a pebbly beach, much cut by 
water-courses from the mountains, the traveller reaches the 
lias Mersed, a high rugged promontory, which runs into the 
sea, and effectually bars all passage along the shore. Ou its 
southern side begins the wilderness of Engedi ; and, fronting 
the sea in the hill side, is a cave, the mouth of which is forti- 
fied. 

The mountain at Ain Jidy, the Engedi so celebrated in an- 
cient days, stands about the centre of the west side of the 
Dead Sea; and is an interesting spot, not only from its asso- 
ciations, but from tho physical peculiarities, by which it is 
marked. It consists of an immense cliff of compact reddish 
limestone, 1,500 feet high, and isolated from the hills on cih%r 
side of it by two decj) ravines, which break through to the^'a 
shore. Up the face of the cliff climbs the regular road of mo 
district, in a succession of zigzags, forming a pass more terrific 
than any which Dr. Robinson had seen tlirough the wholo 
range of the Alps. At the foot of the mountain, is a broad 
sloping delta, formed by the torrents, which burst from tho 
Wadys, and covered with dust and fragments of stone. 
The upper part is terraced, and exhibits beds of cucum- 
bers and patches of barley. At the lowest part, and on the 
edge of the sea, is a bank of [lobbies six or eight feet high. 
The fountain stands on a terrace, about one-tliird of the distance 
up tho mountain, whence it rushes down, concealed by a 
thicket of trees, which draw life from its precious waters. Its 
temperature is 84°. Another and finer fountain, ([icrhaps thr 
real Ain Jidy) stands at the north side of the mountain, in the 
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mouth of Wady Sudeir. Lieut. Lynch gives the following 
description of it: — 

A short distance up, we were surprised to see evidences of former habi- 
tations in the rocks. Houghly hewn caverns and natural excavations we 
had freq^ntly observed, but none before evincing so much art. Some of 
the apelRires were arched, and cased with sills of limestone, resembling 
an inferior kind of marble. We were at a loss how to obtain an en- 
trance ; for they were cut in the perpendicular face of the rock, and 
the lowest more than fifty feet from the bed of the ravine. We stop- 
ped to plan some mode of gaining an entrance to one of them; but 
the sound of the running stream, and the cool shadow of the gorge, were 
too inviting, and, advancing through tamarisk, oleander, and cane, we 
came upon the very Egeria of fountains. Far in among the cane, 
embowered, imbedded, hidden deep in the shadow of the purple rocks 
and the soft green gloom of luxuriant vegetation, lapsing with a gentle 
murmur from basin to basin, over the rocks, under the rocks, by the 
rocks, and clasping the rocks witli its crystal arms, was this little 
fountain-wonder. The thorny nubk and the pliant osher were on the 
bank above; yet lower, the oleander and the tamarisk, while upon its 
brink the lofty cane, bent by the weight of its friuge-like tassels, formed 
bowers over the stream, fit for the haunts of Naiads, — Pj?, 82 '-i- 323 . 

South of Ain Jidy, a broad plain runs along the shore, 
formed of the deltas of the different Wadys, that appear in the 
western mountains. These mountains are of the usual stra- 
tified Jura limestone : and huge fragments of rock, broken from 
them, have been brought down by the winter torrents, which, 
pouring from the mouths of these Wadys, have cut deep chan- 
nels across the plain to the margin of the sea. So much is 
tlie plain furrowed by the channels and their streams, that 
from a distance it seemed to our travellers, “ covered witli 
towns, and villages, and marble cities, with columns, temples, 
domes and palaces which objects finally resolved themselves 
curiously configurated hills. Innumerable dead locusts 
arn scattered over the beach ; where also occasionally arc found 
limipa of bitumen. Towards the southern end of this plain, 
which at length becomes two miles broad, stands the great 
cliff of Masada, now called Sebbeh, whereon Herod built 
his celebrated castle. Many of the officers of the Expedition 
visited the ruins, to which we shall again refer. Beyond Sebbeb, 
lies Wady Mubughghik, at the mouth of which are the founda- 
tions of a building, and traces of an aqueduct — doubtless the 
ruins, which have led some to imagine that the remains of Sodom 
exist to this day. 

Continuing still southward along the beach, the traveller 
reaches a remarkable range of hills standing in front of the 
limestone mountains, and curving towards the south-east. 
These are the hills of Usdum. They are perfectly isolated on 
all sides, and arc composed of rock-salt, coated with carbonate 
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of lime. This remarkable range is four miles long, one mile in 
width, and from a hundred to a hundred and fifty feet high. 
Its name is doubtless the representative of the ancient Sodom. 
Opposite Usdum, the lower end of the sea slopes gently up- 
wards, and terminates in a stagnant marsh. Its bottom, %i8 Mr. 
Dale unfortunately proved, consists of slimy mud, then salt, 
then mud again ; and the beach is intensely hot. It is over this 
flat, that the sea spreads, southward, and increases its length, when 
the waters rise. The plain beyond the sea is bounded, on the 
south, by a line of hills from a hundred to a hundred and fifty 
feet in height, which run across from the eastern to the west- 
ern mountains in a curve, and form the southern boundary of 
the Ghor. Beyond them the broad valley, between the parallel 
chains of mountains, takes the name of Wady Araba. 

Hounding the south end of the sea, and advancing along its 
eastern side, the traveller finds, at the south-east corner, a long, 
dry, and narrow marsh, separating the sea from the eastern 
mountains, which are 2,000 feet high, and of which the cliff of 
En Nuweirah is the most prominent. It consists of horizontal 
strata of brown limestone, lying on a beautiful rose-coloured 
sandstone. North of Nuweirah is the ravine of Wady llumeir, 
in which lie boulders of sandstone. The next Wady on the north, 
leading to Kerak, contains some singularly formed boulders. 

“ Several of these blocks, and many places in the mountain-sido 
‘ were hollowed, sufficiently in some places to shelter many per- 
‘ eons. These old limestone-rocks arc worn into caverns, arches, 

‘ and the resemblances of houses ; one isolated block was cx- 
‘ actly like a thatched, moss-grown cottage.’* 

At this part of the eastern shore, is found one of tlicpcculi^ 
ritics of the Dead Sea — mentioned by the Jesuit pilgrim Nau^ 
but first revealed to modern geographers by Captains Irby 
ISI anodes. We refer to the Peninsula, which juts out from the 
base of the mountains far into the sea. Its shape Is that of an 
expanded wing, with the pinion pointed toward the north-cast. 
The width of the istlnnus, which joins it to the eliore, is five 
miles. Its eastern side slopes gradually to the north-west : the 
western runs from south-west to north-cast, and is seven miles 
long. Frdm the north point the land curves inward, leaving a 
small bay between itself and the eastern mountains, the shape 
of a man’s thumb, and about four miles long by two broad. The 
peninsula is from forty to sixty feet high : along its oentre runs 
a narrow ridge, twenty feet higher, with rugged and irregular 
summits. Its face is perpendicular; and a margin of sand runs 
round its base, incrusted with salt and bitumen. On this sandy 

o I 
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beach Mr. Lynch found myriads of dead locusts. The penin- 
sula is of tertiary formation, consisting of loose, calcareous 
marl, with incrustations of salt, gypsum, &c. : the north end 
exhibits crumbling chalk with flints. It seems of the same 
geologj(pal structure as the low ran^e of hills, which form the 
southern boundary of the Ghor, and which, like the isthmus 
which joins it to the shore, stretch out into the great valley 
from east to west. 

Continuing their survey northward, beyond the peninsula, 
into a part of the sea never yet described by Europeans, the 
Expedition tell us that the perpendicular eastern cliffs immedi- 
ately come down to the water, and leave no passage for travel- 
lers. This is an important fact, not clearly known till now. 
Dr. Kitto, for instance, in his Pictorial History of Palcsiiney 
describes the eastern shore of the Dead Sea, as a broad plain 
from one to four miles wide ; and wonders why the Israelites did 
not march by it into Palestine, along the base of the mountains 
of Moab, instead of ascending to the high plain behind them. 
The reason simply is, that no such plain exists. The cliffs arc 
of red sandstone capped with limestone. In one of the ravines, 
which burst through them, there is an arch spanning the chasm, 
like that over Wady Sik at Petra. 

The next object reached was Wady Mojeb, down which 
flows the river Arnon. A beautiful sketch of the mouth 
of this noble valley adorns the “ narrative.” The chasm 
is only ninety-seven feet high, while the perpendicular cliffs 
on each side rise many hundred feet, exhibiting in the 
most picturesque manner the red, brown, and yellow sand- 
stone, washed by rain — the red being of a particularly bril- 
Mint hue. This valley winds, as it runs into the raoun- 
t^s, but remains of the same width. The stream, which 
dSs strong, was found to be eigbty-two feet wide, and four 
deep : it has formed a largo delta of debris at the chasm’s 
mouth. Beyond tlie Arnon, the Expedition passed several 
small rivulets trickling into the sea; in one spot was a flue 
group of palms ; in another, a cataract. North of these, 
they found on the shore huge black boulders of the lava so 
common in the Hauran, composed of trap and tufa; Vhile the 
whole mountain near them was a mass of scorise and lava, the 
layers being very distinct. Just beyond these volcanic indica- 
tions, they entered the river Zurka Main, the ancient Callirrlioc. 
The walls of the chasm, down which the waters run, consist of 
red and yellow sandstone, and are precipitous like those of the 
Wady Mojeb; the chasm is 122 feet wide, and at first eighty 
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feet in afterwards 150. The water was twelve feet 

wide, and ten inches deep at the mouth, running in a strong 
stream, with a current of six knots : in one part of the ravine 
it falls in a cascade four feet high. The stream is derived 
from the springs described by Josephus, and visited by I|by and 
Mangles; its temperature is 94°. A large delta has been form- 
ed at the mouth, as at the mouth of the Arnon and of all the 
Wady a on the western shore. Continuing along the coast, 
the same rugged mountains appear, pushing into the sea three 
promontories at equal distances, from the Zurka to the mouth 
of the Jordan. The rock is of the usual kind ; but lava is 
strewed about it in one spot, as on the south side of the 
Callirrhoe. 

It is evident from these notices of the coast of the Dead Sea, 
that the valley, in which it lies, has here a most desolate and 
gloomy appearance. The shores are enclosed between precipi- 
tous, frowning, and barren rocks : at the feet of which, in certain 
spots, spread out dry and stony plains, covered with the debris 
brought down by winter torrents from the high mountains above. 
There is little vegetation any where, and in most places none. 
What there is, grows only around the fountains, or along their 
slender streams in the mountain shadows. The cane-brake is 
the most abundant, with the thorny nubk, the osher, the pis- 
tacia, oleander, tamarisk and willow, Ain Jidy seems to pos- 
sess more vegetation than other parts : the peninsula is wholly 
destitute of it. Of the species growing near the sea, two or 
three deserve particular notice. Among them the osher, or /is- 
depias gigantea^ is the most interesting. Some travellers, and 
among them Dr. Robinson, consider its fruit to be that describ- 
ed by Josephus, as still retaining the curse which fell on vHb 
cities of the plain. Some very fine specimens of the frmt 
were found by Lieut, Lynch, in the mouth of Wady Ujai 
llaraed, to the north of Kerak : — 

VVe gathered somo of the size of the largest October poach, but green, 
soft, and pulpy; emitting, like the branches, a viscous milky fluid, when 
cut, which the Arabs told us would bo oxtrcmolv injurious to the eyes if it 
touched them. Tliere was some of the dried fruit too, as brittle as glass, 
and flying to pieces on the slightest pressure Within the lost was a veiy 
small quantity of a thin, silky fibre, which is used by the Arabs for 
gun matches. The rind is thinner, but very much in colour like a dried 
lemon ; and the dried fruit has the appearance of liaving spontaneously 
bursted. — P. 311. 

Hasselquist, the pupil of Linnaeus, (and Dr. Wilson agrees 
with him), thought that the fruit of Josephus is found in. the 
Solanuni Mehwgena so common about Jericho. This fruit is 
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no other than the common bagun^ or brhijal, of Bengal ; which 
eeema any thing but the unsubstantial production of which 
Josephus speaks. Another interesting plant near the sea is 
the nubk or lotus-tree, called by Hasselquist the Spina Christi, 
from tj^ notion that it was this plant which furnished the 
pliant crown of thorns, placed on the Saviour’s head. 

The waters of the sea have ever been considered as its distin- 
guishing peculiarity. In appearance they are so dark, still, and 
ponderous, as to have been compared to molten lead. Of this, 
Lieut. Lynch, when at Ain Jidy, say^: — 

At one time, to day, the sea assumed an aspect peculiarly sombre. 
Unstirred by the wind, it lay smooth and unruffled as au inland lake. The 
great evaporation enveloped it in a thin, transparent vapour, — its purple 
tinge contrasting strangely with the extraordingYy colour, of the sea 
beneath, and, whore they blended in the distance, giving it the appearance 
of smoke from burning sulphur. It seemed a vast cauldron of metal, 
fused but motionless— P. 324. 

The water is to the excessively nauseous and bitter. It 
has been compared to Glauber salts, Epsom salts, and other me- 
dicinal abominations ; and, witli good reason, when \vc consider 
the various elemeuts of which it is composed. Dr. Kobinsoii 
tells us of seven analyses, which have been made of it, and gives 
the particulars of four. From them it appears that it possesses 
about twenty-six per cent, of its weight in salts, the remainder 
being pure water. The differences observed between the analyses 
have arisen probably from the position, whence the specimens 
were taken ; those from the neighbourhood of fresh-water 
streams having a less proportion of salt than others. Differ- 
ences have also been observed, as to the relative proportion of 
tU various salts; though, in all the analyses, the muriates of 
lime, magnesia, and soda predominate. Lieut. Lynch compared 
itC/ith the water of the Atlantic, and estimated their relative 
density thus: distilled water being as 1. “The water of the 
Atlantic was 1‘02, and of this sea 1*13. The last dissolved 
onc-eleventh, the water of the Atlantic one-sixth, and dis- 
tilled water five-seventeenths, of its weight of salt ; the salt 
used was a litlle damp.”* This great saltness doubtless arises, 
or is at least maintained, from the streams which run into the 
sea from the salt mountains of Usduni. It contains probably 
the accumulations of ages brought in from this source. Dense 
as the water is, it is not the most so of all sea-waters in the 
world. In the Lake of Eltonsk, on the steppe east of the 
Volga, and north of the Caspian sea, which has an area of 130 

• Braude gives : distilled water, 1.000; sea water, 1.020; Dead Sea water, 1,24^. 
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square miles, and furnishes two- thirds of the salt of Hussia, 
the water contains 29*10 per cent, of saline matter, or three 
per cent, more than that of the Dead Sea. 

From this excessive saltness, the water derives its neculiar 
weighty which prevents its bein^ raised, by storms andsqii^ls, into 
waves, so speedily as that of fresh-water rivers. Some have 
thought that it never is so raised. But the Expedition often prov- 
ed the contrary. They several times encountered upon it high 
winds, and a stormy sea — the latter dashing with great force 
against the boats, and almost forbidding their progress; at other 
times, they saw its ponderous waves rolling in upon the pebbly 
shore. But the same cause, which makes the water so heavy, 
and its waves so powerful, will explain the readiness with which 
the waves subside, so soon as the high winds cease, and also 
why the ordinary abearance of the sea is so calm and still. 

To the same fact we must attribute its great buoyancy. 
Various travellers have made experiments to test the assertion 
of Jo8e[)hu8 respecting Vespasian’s criminals. The Hcv. C. 
13. Elliot and Mr. Stephens strongly confirm it; and Dr. Ro- 
binson, who could never swim before, in these waters could 
“ sit, stand, lie, or swim, without difficulty.” Our Expedition did 
not forget this important point. A horse and an ass were, for 
the purposes of science, led into deep water, and were found 
to swim, only slightly losing their balance. “ A muscular man 
floated nearly breast-high, without the least exertion and 
(happy thought) two fresh eggs, which in ordinary sea-water 
would have sunk, here floated up one-third of their whole 
length. The boats, also, which were very light, drew one inch 
less water than they did in the Jordan, although heavily laden. 
We should consider this matter settled beyond all controvert 
had we not read in the recent work of the llon’ble Mr. Curz^i 
on the Monasteries of the Levant, that, trusting to the statemeiTia 
of former travellers, he dashed into the waters of the Dead Sea, 
and nearly got drowned for his pains ; his head would not come 
up. We suspect his was a peculiar case. To the saltness of 
the water we must ascribe, too, the thick incrustation of salt on 
various parts of the shore, on the foliage of the trees, and on 
the drift-wood lying on the beach. 

The sea has from early times been considered pestiferous. 
No fish, it was said, could live within its waters ; no men 
upon its shores; while birds, that flew over it, were stupified 
and drowned. This is quite true respecting the fish ; at least 
none have ever been found in the sea, except a few brought 
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down by the fresh- water rivers. But both men and birds are 
found continually in the neighbourhood. The pestiferousness 
of the air has been wholly denied by modern travellers, and espe- 
cially by Dr. Robinson ; but the American Expedition, after an 
experie^e of many days, to a certain extent confirm it. They 
say, that while they perceived no smell from the sea, they 
found the marshes near some of the springs exceedingly noi- 
some. At Ain el Feshka, their first encampment, they found 
near the brackish spring ‘‘ a strong smell of sulphur.” They 
found the same at Ain Jidy several times, and declare that it 
was “ very sickening,” but that ‘^it came from the north-west:” 
also at Birket el Khulil, south of Ain Jidy. They mention it 
only in these localities. Lieut. Lynch says of it : — 

Tho same sulphureous smell, but less unpleasant than wlien the wind 
blow fresh. Molyneaux detected the same odour, the night he spent upon 
tho sea, whence ho thought it proceeded. We have been twice upon tho 
sea, when tho spray was driven in our faces ; hut, although the water was 
greasy, acrid, and disagreeable, it was perfectly inodorous. I am therefore 
inclined to attribute the noxious smell to tho fetid springs and marshes 
along tho shores of the sea, increased, perhaps, by exhalations from stag- 
nant pools in the flat plain, which bounds it to the north — P. 296. 

A fact, mentioned in another part of the narrative, seems to 
us to show the extent of this evil. After they had been some 
time on the survey, the whole party began to assume a puffed 
and dropsical appearance, and to have numerous pustules on the 
skin, with agitated sleep. Those are characteristic symptoms 
of poisoning ; and, it appears to us, arose from the sulphureous 
vapours, which they had imbibed. Though they suffered thus, 
the Expedition found many specimens of animal life around the 
Frogs croaked in the marshes, birds chirped in the cane- 
bftlces, and wild ducks floated on the water. They saw on the 
W0:tern shore partridges, a hare, a snipe, a hawk, and doves. 
In Wady llumeir there were storks, partridges, and a hum- 
ming-bird. They found numerous birds near the Callirrhoe, 
and a vulture in the ravine of the Arnon. They noticed, 
however, one peculiarity about these living creatures, viz. 
that they were almost all of a stone colour, as if they had 
received their colour from the region in which they live. 

The climate of the sea has perhaps given rise to some of the 
stories respecting the deadly character of its shores. The 
great depression of its surface makes this quite tropical ; hence 
the unhcalthincss, which travellers report, and the thin frames, 
which the Arabs living near it, exhibit. The range of the 
thermometer was carefully noted by the officers of the Expedi- 



THE AMERICAN EXPEDITION TO THE DEAD SEA. 409 

tion during their stay, and from their statements we have 
drawn up the following little table : — 


i Apl.20|Ain El Foslika ..J 
i „ 2l|Aiu Terabch 
! ,, 22 Ditto and Ain Jidy 

I „ 23 Ain Jidy 

I ,, 24 Ditto 

I „ 2o Do. & near Sebbch 
i Near Sebbeh & ? 

” " Eu NuweirahJ 
,, 27 East and W. coast 

i „ 28 Ain Jidy 

j „ 30 Do. & Wady Kerak | 

LMay 3 Wady Mqjob 

I ,, 4 VV. Zurka Main ... 

l' ,, 0 Ain 'J’erabeh 

[ ,, 7 Ditto I 

„ 8 Ditto 


From this it will be evident that the climate, at the end of 
April and beginning of May, must be intensely hot, especially 
when the sirocco blows from the southern deserts. It is a fact 
quite new. we believe, to science, that the wind at the Dead Sea 
undergoes a periodic change ; blowing all the morning from the 
south, and in the evening till midnight from the north-west. 
What the sirocco is in this deep valley, wc must shew the rcatkr 
from the experience of our travellers. They met it at tils 
south-east corner of the sea: — ^ 

The light wind liad subsided, and it was oppressively Iiot ; air O?"* ; 
water twelve inches below the suifaco 90*. A tliiu purple lia/o over tbo 
mountains, increasing every moment, and presenting a mo«t singular and 
awful appearance ; the haze so thin, that it was transparent, and rather a 
blush, than a distinct colour. I apprehended a thunder-gust, or an earth - 
Quako, and took in the sail. At 3-50, a hot, blistering hurncano struck 
us from the south-east, and, for some moments, wc feared being driven out 
to sea. The thermometer rose immediately to 102’’. The men, closing 
their eyes to shield them from the fiery blast, were obliged to pull with all 
tlieir might to stem the rising waves, and at 4>3n, physically cxiumsted, 
but witli grateful hearts, wo gained the shore. Wy own eye lids w(!io 
blistered by the hot wind, being unable to protect them, from the noccbsity 
of steering the boat. 

Wc landed on the south side of the peninsula, near Wady Ilmncir, the 
mrst de.solate spot, upon which wc had yet encamped. Some wr iit up the 
iHvmc to escape from the stifling wind , othcis, diivcn back by the gliirct 
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returned to the boats, and crouched under the awnings. One mounted 
spectacles to protect bis eyes ; but the metal became so heated, that he was 
ooligod to remove them. Our arms, and the buttons on our coats, became 
almost burning to the touch ; and the inner folds of our garments were 
cooler than those exposed to the immediate contact of the wind. Wo 
bivouacl^ without tents, on a dry marsh — a few dead bushes arouud us, 
and soncro of the thorny nabk, and a tree bearing a red berry a short dis 
tauce inland, with low canes on the margin of the sea. 

Coming out from the ravine, the sight was a singular one. The wind 
had increased to a tempest; the two extremities, and the western shore, 
of the sea were curtained by a mist, on this side of a purple hue, on the 
other, of a yellow tinge ; and the red and rayless sun, in the bronzed clouds, 
had the appearance it presents, when looked upon through smoked gloss. — 
Pp. 311-313. 

A further illustration of the high temperature is found in the 
strong tendency to sleep, experienced by the surveying party. 
The circumstances, so graphically described by Lieut. Lynch, in 
the following passage, occurred on a very hot day, when they 
were crossing the sea from Ain Jidy, on their way to Kerak, in 
search of health : — 

While busied with such thoughts, my companions had yielded to tlio 
oppressive drowsiness, and now lay before me in every attitude of a 
sleep, that had more of stupor in it than of repose In the awful aspect, 
which this sea presented, when wo first beheld it, I seemed to roa<l 
the inscription over the gates of Dante’s Inferno : — “ Ye who enter 
liere, leave hope behind.” Since then, liabituated to mysterious appeai- 
niicos iu a jouruey so replete with them, and accustomed to bcenos of 
deep and tlirilling interest at every stop of our progress, those feelings 
of awe had been insensibly lessoned, or bushed by deep interest in tlio 
investigations, wo had pursued But now, as I sat alone in my wakeful 
ness, the feeling of awe returned ; and, as I looked upon the sleepers, I 
felt “the hair of my flesh stand up," as Job’s did, when “ a spiiit passed 
before his face for, to my disturbed imagination, there was something 
fe^ful in the expression of their inflamed and swollen visages The fierce 
<>f disease seemed hovering over them ; and I read the forerunner of 
lii^rcsonco in their flushed and foverisli sleep. Some, with their bodies 
1)^ and arms dangling over the abandoned oars, their bands excoriated 
with the acrid water, slept profoundly ; others, with heads thrown back, 
and lips cracked and sore, with a scarlet flush on either cheek, seemed 
overpowered by heat and weariness even in sleep ; while some, upon whoso 
faces shone the reflected light from the water, looked ghastly, and dozed 
with a nervous twitching of tho limbs, and now and then starting from 
their sleep, drank deeply from a beaker, and sank back again to lethargy, 
’riio solitude, the scene, my own thoughts, were too much ; I felt, as 1 sat 
thus, steering the drowsily-moving boat, as if I were a Charon, ferrying, 
not tho souls, blit the bodies, of the departed and tho damned, over somo 
infernal lake, and could endure it no longer , but, breaking from my 
listlessncss, ordered the sails to be furled, and the oars resumed — action 
scorned better than sucli unnatural stupor. — Pp. 337-338. 

The intense heat, concentrated in this deep valley, produces 
the dense mists, which gave rise to the old fable of smoke issu- 
ing from the Lake. These mists were first pointed out by Irby 
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and Mangles to be the natural evaporation of the sea ; and sub- 
aequent observation has confirmed their view. The expedition 
saw the mists almost daily. Sometimes, they appeared thin and 
of a light blue colour ; at other times, they were vei|^ dense, 
shrouding both ends of the sea. It would be an inftrcsting 
subject of scientific enquiry, to examine what the rate of 
evaporation is in this extraordinary spot. Numerous experi- 
ments have been made at the ordinary levels of the earth, and 
at the ordinary temperature, to determine the rate at which 
evaporation generally proceeds. But too many elements re- 
quire to be taken into the calculation to enable us to judge, by 
a comparison with those experiments, what may be the evapo- 
ration in the Dead Sea — the circumstances of the case varying 
so greatly. Experiments on the spot would alone suffice to de- 
termine it accurately. But we may judge in a measure from 
the amount of water, with which the sea is supplied. The 
Dead Sea is a vast reservoir, into which the drainage of an im- 
mense extent of country is annually poured. In the rainy 
season, the great Wadys on the east and west bring down im- 
mense torrents of water from the slopes into which they run : 
as is proved by the large deltas formed at their mouths, and the 
masses of broken rock strewed upon their surface. TIio chief 
of these is the great Wady el Jeib, which comes into the south 
end of the Dead Sea. This Wady drains the Araba, which ia 
itself the drain of the high mountains of Seir, of half the west- 
ern desert, and of the south-east mountains of Judah. It is in 
some parts a mile wide, and, from its head in Wady Jerafeh to 
its moutli, it is ninety-two miles long. The extent of country, 
drained into the Dead Sea by means of these Wadys and the .1^- 
d.in, is not less than 8,000 square miles. In the rainy season, 
therefore, when the torrent beds are full, and the streams 
with great rapidity, the waters of this vast reservoir must be con- 
siderably increased. The marks of its rise are visible in many 
places. At Ain Jidy for instance, a bank of pebbles has been 
cast up by the floods, seven or eight feet high. Other sources 
of supply are constant. The fountains at Ain Feshka, Ain 
Ghuweir, Ain Terahch, Ain Jidy, Wady Mubughgik, Wady 
Muhariwat at the north end of Usdum — the fountains, which 
feed the southern marshes, and the rivulets which flow from 
Beni Hamed,and other eastern Wadys, must all contribute some- 
thing to its waters. The river Jordan, as we have seen, was on 
the 18th of April, pouring down 30,677,270 cubic feet of water 
per hour, equal to 20,378,472 tons per day. In the rains, the 
quantity will be larger ; in the later months of the year, much 
less. The Zurka, the Aruon, and the rivulets in Wady Beni 

R 1 
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Hamed and Wady Keraky, are also perennial streams. The Ar- 
noD, when the Expedition measured it, was eighty-lwo feet broad, 
and four deep : its rapidity is not definitely recorded, but, reckon- 
ing it at|two and a half knots per hour, it would be bringing 
down 3 , 396,412 tons of water per day. The Zurka was 12 feet 
broad, and ten inches deep, with a current of six knots ; bringing 
down 240,000 tons per day. The stream in Wady Beni Hamed 
was considerable ; but its measurements are not given. Each 
of these streams is subject to the same variations of increase 
and decrease, as the Jordan. But estimating the four perennial 
streams, at the time when they were observed by the Expedition, 
it would appear, that they were bringing down into the Dead 
Sea no less than 25 , 000,000 of tons per day."* Now the waters of 
the sea were not rising at that time, but were diminishing daily : 
and Lieut. Lynch noticed that it had already fallen seven 
feet that season ; so that the evaporation was carrying off more 
than was supplied. A careful calculation shews the extent of 
water-surface in the sea to be 300 square miles; and an 
evaporation of 25 , 000,000 tons on this surface is equivalent to 
the vast amount of 83,300 tons per day, for every square mile. 
Yet the quantity of water at present in the sea appears the 
same as it was eighteen hundred years ago. It could not have 
been greater, else would the shores have been closed against 
the great military expeditions, which passed along them. It 
could not have been less, else would a large portion of its bed 
(as we shall see) have been left dry. 

Having looked at the form and structure of the rocks be- 
tween which the sea lies, and at the character of its shores and 
oT^ts strange waters, we must pass to another subject of inter- 
hitherto almost unknown, the nature of the sea.-hed and 
tlW deiith of the waters. Some few hints respecting it 
have reached modern geographers, by which one or two of its 
general features were indicated. The Jesuit Nau was in- 
formed by the Abbot ” of St. Saba, that the southern part 
of the sea was a kind of second lake ; that it was shallow and 
could be forded, the water being no deeper than the middle 
of a man’s leg. Mr. Costigan crossed and recrossed the 
sea several times, and found that the depth was in some 
parts more than a thousand feet. Messrs. Moore and Beke 
also observed the deep soundings ; but it was reserved for the 
American Expedition to give a complete view of the whole 
sea-bed. They have taken the soundings of various parts 
in connected and continuous lines, and marked them on their 

* This may be oTer-estimateil ; as the velocity at tlie bank may be much less lhau 
the velocity at the centre of the stream. 
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chart of the sea — though the writer of the narrative has 
failed to give a clear statement of what those soundings 
Bhew. The little he has said, and the theory he has deduced, 
seem to us quite contradicted by the soundings therasekes ; and 
therefore we do not quote them. We shall rather Itate the 
result of our own examination of the chart, especially as this 
is one of the vitally important points connected with the sea. 

The sea, as we have said, is forty miles long, and, on an aver- 
age, eight miles broad. While to the eye appearing uniform 
in its character, the bed of the waters is really uividod into two 
distinct portions ; one, shallow ; the other, exceedingly deep. 
These divisions are separated from one another by the penin- 
sula, which we have described. The northern division is a vast 
hollow, more than twenty-five miles long, occupying the whole 
breadth of the sea. The sides of this hollow slope oft' towards 
tlie centre, so that it assumes the form of a long deep trough 
with slanting sides : the bottom of which is a plain running 
longitudinally down the sea for about thirteen miles. /I ho 
southern portion, beyond the peninsula, bears quite a dift’or- 
ent character. Instead of being a hollow, it exhibits an 
extensive plain, submerged under a few feet of water. This 
will be seen from the following notice of the soundings taken. 

At the mouth of the Jordan the sea is six feet deep : thenco 
southwards, the soundings, within the space of a mile, are 90 
feet, 210, 348, 428, and 486 ; shewing that the north bank of 
the hollow trough, we have mentioned, shelves very rapidly. 
At a distance of five miles from the mouth of the river, tho 
depth reaches 1,008 feet, and extends for a space four miles 
broad from east to west. This depth is reached at the dista’V|p 
of a mile from the eastern cliffs, but at not less than three 
miles from the western shore. The western bank, ns sounc^l 
both at Ain Feshka and Ain Terabeh, slopes thus : 72 
feet, 150; then, before another half mile is passed, 700, 936, 
1,030. At Ain Jidy, the depth is 900 feet at two miles distance 
from tho beach, and 1,000 in the centre of tho sea. On the 
east coast, at the mouth of thoCallirrhoe, we find at once 138 feet; 
the next cast of the lead is 672 ; the next 1,050, all within a mile 
of tho cliffs. At the mouth of the Arnon on the same coast, hut 
ten miles farther south, the lead exhibits similar results. T.ho 
large delta of the Arnon projects a full half-mile into the « ; 
but, immediately beyond it, the depth is 204 feet, 846, and 1026, 
a mile and a half from the rugged shore. The bottom of this 
trough (as we have termed it), consisting of that length 
of The sea-bed which exceeds a thousand feet in depth, 
is about thirteen miles long, extending from opposite the Kos 
el Feshka to a mile south of the Arnon. Its eastern edge lies 
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almost due north and south, about a mile from the precipitous 
cliffs. Its western bank forms a curve, the apex of which is 
opposite to Ain Terabeh. The northern end is nearly three 
miles broad ; in the centre the breadth is five miles ; at the south 
end, threw ; both the ends are rounded. The north part of the bed 
is in general from 1,000 to 1,100 feet in depth ; the average of the 
southern portion is from 1,100 to 1,200 : the greatest depth at- 
tained in any part was 1,308 feet. The bed and sides of this im- 
mense hollow seem in every part to be covered with mud of va- 
rious degrees of blackness, containing numberless crystals of salt. 
In one spot, the bottom washard, and the lead brought up nothing : 
at the mouth of the Jordan, the bed is sandy ; at that of the 
Arnon, it is yellow mud. In this portion of the sea, soundings 
were taken with a thermometer to ascertain the temperature 
of the sea. The result showed that while the water at the 
surface had a temperature of 71° ; at sixty feet deep, it was 
59° ; at 1,040 feet, 62° 

Following this hollow southwards, wo find that, after pro- 
ceeding twenty miles from the Jordan, or half the length of 
the sea, the bottom of the sea right across begins slowly to 
shelve upwards. Three miles beyond, we meet the north 
point of the peninsula, — the sea throwing an arm on each side 
of it, and the bottom rising from a depth of 600 feet to the 
sandy shore on the east side, and to a depth of 12 feet on the 
west. This is the end of the northern division of the sea, 
which terminates at the south-west point of the peninsula. 
The southern division differs wholly in its character from the 
northern. The deep water belongs exclusively to the latter : 
l^mnd the peninsula, it is all shallow. This part of the sea 
has a somewhat rounded figure : it is ten miles in its greatest 
i«gth, and, like the rest of the sea, eight miles in breadth. It 
is a vast plain, 65 square miles in extent, and covered with 
water to the depth of a few feet : the greatest depth found was 
fifteen feet ; in moat parts it was twelve ; round the edges, six 
and three. The bottom is very soft mud. Of the important 
conclusions, that may be deduced from this double division of 
the sea, we shall speak hereafter. 

The Dead Sea presents an additional feature of .interest to 
the physical geographer in the great depression of its surface 
below the sea level of the Mediterranean. This was first 
roughly pointed out by barometrical measurements ; but was 
at length definitely determined by the trigonometrical survey 
of Lieut., now Major, Symonds. This skilful engineer exa- 
mined the levels of both the Lake of Tiberias and the Dead 
Sea, in relation to the Mediterranean ; and found that the for- 
mer was 328-98 feet, and the latter 1312-2 feet, bdow the surface 
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of that sea.* Lieut. Lynch also carried a level from the Dead 
Sea to Jaffa. The work was executed with groat caro by 
Lieut. Dale ; but the result is thus most carelessly described by 
his Commander : — 

We had carried a Hue of levels, with the spirit-level, from thW chasm of 
the Dead Sea, through the Desert of Judea, over precipices and mountain- 
ridges, and down and across yawing ravines, and for much of the time 
beneath a scorching sun. It had been considered by many as impracti- 
cable. It has, however, been accomplished ; and with as much accuracy 
as, I believe, it can bo done. The instrument was a capital ono of 
Trough ton’s, imported by Blunt. It was of the most recent construction, 
with staves to no read off by the observer. The adjustments of tho in- 
struments were frequently examined, and we were careful to make tho 
observations as nearly mid way as possible. Tho wliole credit of this is duo 
to Lieutenant Dale, to whom, in full confidence of his /.eal and capacity, 
I assigned tho task of levelling. Tho result is confirmatory of the skill 
and extraordinary accuiacy of tho triangulation of Lieutenant Symouds, 
li. N. 

Wo found the difference of level, in other words, tho depression of tlio 
surface of tho Dead Sea below that of tho Mediterranean, to bo a little 
over 1300 feet. Tho height of Jorusalem above tho former sea is very 
nearly three times that of this difference of level, wlulo, at tho same time, 
it is almost tho exact multiple of the depth of that sea, of tho height of Us 
banks, and of tho depression of its surface.— 439-440. 

This last statement, however good for an aid to tlie memory, 
must be somewhat qualified. By Major Symonde, Jerusalem 
was found to be 2,400 feet higher than the Mediterranean ; and 
lienee it is just 3,712 feet above the Dead ISea. It is important 
to notice that this deep depression is not a sudden sinking of tho 
Dead Sea alone. It si the final stage of an immense slope, whicli 
includes the whole Ghor of the Jordan, from its sources to tho 
Asphaltic sea. The valley begins to fall, before it rcaches^ie 
Lake Iluleh ; and, on reaching the Lake of Tiberias, is alreauy 
329 feet below the Mediterranean. After leaving that laki^it 
continues to fall steadily — its depth below tlic sea-level increas- 
ing every mile — until on the north shore of the Dead Sea it 
reaches 1,312 feet. The traveller may scarcely notice this 
southward slope of the valley, since the fall is only fifteen feet 
per mile ; but two circumstances, independent of eacli other, 
strongly confirm it, viz. the rapids of the river, which, begin- 
ing at Lake Huleh, continue with intervals almost as far as 
Jericho ; and secondly, the increasing heat of tlic climate, 
which, in the short space of sixty miles, passes from that of tho 

• This is the statement published by the Royal Geographical Society of Lou- 
dou. The Rev. Eli Smith, in the JiibhoUu-ca Sacra, says; that the incaBurements 
communicated to him by Lieut. Symouds himself were the following :—depTP«Hion of 
the Dead Sea, 1,337 feet ; that of the Lake of Tiberias, SI feet. Wc ciuiuot account lor 
tho digcrepsuey between the tv^o statements, nor say which is tlie coirecl one. 
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temperate zone into the inteneest tropical heat. The samo 
slope is seen in Wady Arabs, south of the Dead Sea. From 
Akaba, on the Arabian gulf, the valley rises very slightly till 
it reaches the watershed of the Araba, a ridge of sandhills, 
which Josses the valley opposite Wady Ghurundel. This 
rid<ye is probably 1,400 feet above the Dead Sea. From its 
northern side, the Araba begins to slo^ very steadily north- 
ward for fifty-five miles, but the fall (as Dr. Robinson mentions) 
is scarcely perceptible, being only twenty-five feet per mile. 
This deep depression is the greatest known in the physical 
world ; that of the Caspian Sea, determined also by a trigo- 
nometrical survey, being set down as only 83*6 feet below the 
Mediterranean. 

Here we wish to point out the important fact, that this great 
depression has involved the parallel ranges of mountains on 
either hand, as well as the valley wherein the sea lies. On 
examining the upper part of the course of the Jordan, we find 
that the^mountains, on the west side of the valley, are about 
1,000 feet above the plain they border ; those, on the east side, 
are somewhat higher. In the same line of valley, far to the 
southward, near mount Hor, their relative height above the 
valley is much the same. The same is true of the Ghor, and 
of the mountains around the Dead Sea. If then the valley 
from both its ends slopes downwards to the sea, the heads of its 
mountains must slope also, since they preserve the same height 
relatively to the plain at their feet. But these ranges run far 
into the country on both sides, particularly the western. A 
vast extent of country, then, for many miles to the east and 
west of the Jordan through its whole length, must have been 
iiTVolvcd in those stupendous movements, which made the 
lo^ of Israel what it now is ; and mighty in the highest degree 
must have been the giant power, which, when it sank the 
valley, bent with it the vast chains of hills on either side for 
nearly two hundred miles, twisting, crushing, [crumpling up 
their strata, raising some portions, depressing others, and, at 
the lowest point/sinking the long deep trough which should, 
in after ages, receive the united waters of the region round. 
This view is confirmed by the appearance of the great deltas 
nt the mouths of the valleys, especially those of the Arnon 
and at Ain Jidy. Their great size seems to prove incontesti- 
bly, that they have been deposited during a series of years 
runnincT farther back than the creation of man. The convul- 
sions, t&at have given the land its present form, must have been 
felt BO widely, and been so powerful, that no people in Canaan 
could have survived their shock. While therefore wc trace out 



the AMERICAN EXPEDITION TO THE DEAD SEA. 507 

the uses of the present formation to the men, who have dwelt 
upon and around it—for the occasions, which gave rise to it, 
and the secondary causes, by which it was produced, we roust 
look far back among those wondrous operations, wlucb, with 
a view to man’s benefit, the wise and beneficent CreaWr of all 
carried on in the pre-adamite earth. 

Two minor points remain, before we advert to some of the 
important localities in the neighbourhood of the sea. Most 
travellers have visited the Dead Sea at its northern end : and, at 
the mouth of the Jordan, looking westward across a small bay, 
several have declared that they saw an island. Others have 
looked to the same spot, and declared that they did nol see it. 
Dr. Robinson is of the latter class ; and, so strong was the attack 
he made on the island, that it fairly vanished from the maps. 
Dr. Wilson, who followed, restored it again. What could the 
unfortunate map-makers do after this ? The controversy seemed 
prepared to run high ; and there was every appearance of two 
great parties being formed among biblical geographers, of Is- 
landers and No-islanders, fully as important as the Little-endera 
and Big-enders of Lilliput. Fortunately Lieut. Lynch has settled 
the matter. He has shewn that the dispute was like that of the 
two knights, who fought about the gold and silver shield ; or 
tlie more celebrated one of the travellers, who had seen the 
chameleon. Ho has shewn by actual examination, doubtless 
to the full satisfaction of both parties, that every body was 
right; that there is an island, under certain circumstances; 
tliat there is not an island, under others. In other words, he 
describes the place as a gravelly point with many large stones 
‘ upon it — a peninsula connected with the main by a nar^w 
‘ isthmus. When the latter is overflowed, the peninsula mvrat 
‘ present the appearance of an island.” Of other islands (oxQ!||3t 
a small one of mud near the Jordan,) no trace is to be found in 
any part of the sea. Dark shades are sometimes seen on the sur- 
face having that appearance ; such as were seen by Irby and Man- 
gles and by Dr. Robinson, and deceived M. Seetzen ; but they 
last only for a short time, and soon declare their real character. 

Another point is tliat of the ford, first mentioned by Cap- 
tains Irby and Mangles as existing between the western coast of 
the peninsula and that of the Dead Sea, across the narrow strait 
that joins the soulbern and northern divisions of the sea. This 
ford has since been inserted in all the maps, yet really seems 
to have no authority in its favour, being unknown to the Arabs. 
Nearly all, whom Dr. Robinson examined, knew nothing of it. 
In Lieut. Lynch's camp there were seven Arabs belonging to 
three tribes ; they also all insisted, that the only ford was at the 



508 THE AMERICAN EXPEDITION TO THE DEAD SEA. 

southern extremity of the sea. We suspect that, as in the case 
of the island, the circumstances of the case vary. The Expe- 
dition found the depth of water, in the place marked down for a 
ford, as prying from twelve to fifteen feet. The sea had alrea- 
dy fallenfieven feet, that season, by evaporation and other causes ; 
and it is not unlikely that the depth would lessen several 
feet more, before the rains could return again. One sure test 
would be to sound the depth in October. Again, if but little rain 
fall in any particular spring, the sea would be still more reduced 
by the close of that year ; the evaporation of a second year not 
being preceded by the usual spring supplies. In that case, we 
should not wonder that the depth in all the southern part of the 
sea might be reduced to as low as three or four feet. This 
was not improbably the case in the year 1818, when Captains 
Irby and Mangles saw a small caravan ford the narrow strait ; 
and in the year when the Sheikh of the Jehalin himself forded 
the southern bay. But it is not likely to occur often ; and might 
pass unnoticed, if it did. 

The Expedition have added nothing to our knowledge con- 
cerning the Mtumeji of the Dead Sea, of which Josephus gives 
such an exaggerated account. There are two theories respect- 
ing its origin ; the one, that it is formed at the bottom of the 
lake, and thrown up, as some think, by subterraneous fire — as 
others opine, by the action of high winds ; the other theory, 
of which Burckhardt and Seetzen were informed at Kerak, 
is, that it oozes from the clefts of a rock on the east side of the 
Sea, collects on the rocks below, is detached by the sun, 
and floated over to the west side of the lake. Its produc- 
tion is however very slow. Respecting this last theory, 
w^nay notice that it was only a report^ both among the natives 
of^Corak and the Arabs ; and that our Expedition pass- 
ed^ close to the cliffs mentioned without noticing any forma- 
tion of the kind. We think that Dr. Robinson’s view of the 
matter is best borne out by the facts. Judging from the testimo- 
ny of the Arabs, ho considers that bitumen in large quantities 
never appears except after earthquakes. They related, that after 
the earthquake of 1831, a large quantity was cast up on the south- 
west shore, of which the Jehalin carried more than OOO-lbs. to 
market. After the earthquake also of 1837, a large mass of bitu- 
men, compared by some Arabs to an island, by others to a house, 
came ashore near the north end of Usdum, and was immediately 
seized, cut up, carried off, and sold by any who could get a share. 
We may notice that both these masses were found in the south 
bay of the sea. Except in those two years, the Sheikh of the 
‘ Jehalin, a man fifty years old, had never known of bitumen 
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* appearing in the sea, nor heard of it from his fathers.” This 
testimony seems to settle the matter finally. The hitumen 
found by travellers is only in small lumps. The Expedition 
))icked up a large piece at Ain Jidy, which, having been expos- 
ed to the sun, was exceedingly hot to the touch. k 

Sulphur is likewise met with, and nitre ; Dr. R^inson 
found some lumps of the former, on the north shore, as big as a 
walnut. Mr. Dale picked up “ some small pieces” at tho 
south-west extremity of the peninsula, as did also Captains 
Irby and Mangles. The Arabs use what they find for making 
gun-powder. 

A few localities, on the borders of the Dead Sea, deserve a 
special notice. Of Ain Jidy, tho Engedi of tho Bible, so cele- 
brated in ancient days, wo have already spoken. The peculia- 
rity of its situation in tho centre of the west coast of the sea, its 
romantio but frightful pass, and its lovely fountains, must ever 
liave mado it an object of interest. Its name and site wore 
utterly unknown in modern times, till recorded in Seotzen's 
map, and visited by Dr. Robinson. 

Another spot, quite lost to the woild from llic days of Titus 
till Dr. Robinson saw, though he did not actually visit it, is 
the castle of Masada, now called Sohlich. From Ain .lidy, 
■several officers of tlic American expedition made an cxcurMiOu 
tliither, and found the spot to answer in every way to tho dcs 
cription given by Josephus of this celebrated fortress of ITcrod. 
Tliey have given tho reader a striking engraving of it ; but 
tlieir description is very bare and mengro. Tho party proceeded 
from Ain Jidy along the sea-beach. Near Wady Hebhcli, (hoy 
came upon a distinct road, fifteen feet wide, and marked by two 
parallel rows of stones, which continued with intcrriq)tions ^ 
the space of a quarter of a mile. On arriving at tho fool of tJic 
elitr, they dismounted, as their liorsps could not proceed farth«!^. 
They found the hill, as .Josephus describes it, rising piTpendi- 
oularly from iho sca-beacb, wliicli m hero nearly two miles wide 
and quite isolated from the rango of monntain.s, of vvlncli it 
Ibrms a part. The cliff is a mass of scorclied and calcined rock, 
from 1,200 to 1,500 feet liigh, regularly laminated towards its 
summit. Two deep Wadys cut it off on the north and south 
sides, and a ravine runs behind it on tho west: thus admiuiMy 
adapting H for the site of a fortrc.ss. Tho top of this perpendi- 
cular circle of clifls is reached by only two paths; one on tlm 
west, the easier of the two ; the other on the cast, more danger- 
ous. It was by the latter our travellers ascouded ; — • 

wero iuolmccl to l>ehct«, that the path hy which tlmy a-'^cenJod js 
t'ce one, winch Josephus calls the “ sorpfiit, as rcseiulling tlmt aiinnal m 

!S I 
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itfl narrowness and perpetual windings ; for it is broken off at the pro- 
minent precipices of the rock, and returns frequently into itself, and, 
lengthening again by little and little, hath much to do to proceed forward ’ 
ana he that would walk along it, must first go on one leg, and then on the 
other; there is also nothing but destruction, in case your feet slip ; for on 
each 8i<|^ there is a vastly deep chasm and precipice/^ 

IdaviQg reached the summit, they found it “about three 

* quarters of a mile in length from north to south, and a 

* quarter of a mile from east to west the whole was surrounded 
by the ruins of a wall, built on the brink of the precipice. 
Within the fortress, Herod built for himself a palace, and, for the 
supply of water, excavated numerous tanks and cisterns. Tbe 
greater part of the area was reserved for agriculture, with a view 
to make the garrison self-supporting. Our travellers tell us 
nothing about the palace ruins, but mention a few excavations, 
probably cisterns, much choked up with rubbish.* On an inac- 
cessible ledge below the upper area, they saw the remains of a 
round tower; on another ledge, the walls of a square enclosure. 
On the summit were the fragments of walla, with circular recess- 
es of tesselated brick-work, and arched door-ways. In the centre 
of the quadrangle is a singular ruin. The square blocks of stone, 
cemented together with great regularity, were cellular on botli 
sides, and so abraded by the weather, as to present the appear- 
ance of a honeycomb. “ They thought it had been a store-house, or 

* barrack.” Interestingas this castle and rock are in theirposition 
and character, they are much more so in their history. The 
rook was originally fortified by Jonathan Maccaboeus. Herod, 
seeing its value, improved the fortifications, and laid up an im- 
mense store of provisions and arms for their defence. Towards 
the end of the Jewish war, the Sicarii got possession of it by 
tj^^atagem, and resolved to hold out to the last against the Ho- 
mans. A horrible tragedy ensued. Flavius Silva surrounded 

rock with a wall of circumvallation, and starved them out. But 
rather than surrender, the garrison determined to kill each other. 
Nine hundred and sixty persons, including women and children, 
thus perished : only two women and five boys escaped. 

Another of Herod’s fortresses, also celebrated for its opposi- 
tion to the Romans after the destruction of Jerusalem, appears 
to bo situated also on the Dead Sea. This is the fortress of 
MachteruSf whose site seems to have been on the Zurka Main, 
near the hot springs of Oallirrhoe. Dr. Wilson has so placed 
it in his map, though we believe it has never been visited by 
any, modern traveller. Captains Irby and Mangles say that, on 

• There is au excellent description of the mins of Masada and a visit to that 
nlace, by the Rev. Mr. Wolcot, m the Bibliotheca Sacra, New Series, Vol, I. Mr. 
lYolcot preceded the Expedition, and kis account is far superior to theirs. 
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looking down from a height in the neighbourhood of Mayn, 
which commands a fine view of the Dead Sea, and is very nearly 
on a parallel with its northern extremity, they saw below them 
tt square ruin, which they could not get to : from its position 
they thought it might probably be Herodium * Josepl^s tells 
us, that the castle of Macheerus was built by Herod, aiij “ was 
‘ so contrived by nature, that it could not be easily ascended ; 

‘ for it is, as it wefe, ditched about with valleys on all sides ; that 
‘ valley, which cuts it off on the west, extends to sixty furlongs, 

‘ and does not end till it comes to the Lake Asphaltites." He 
also describes hot springs in the neighbourhood, and speaks 
of their medicinal uses. Ho thus assigns two conditions to the 
locality. It was on a valley leading to the Asphaltic Lake ; and 
it had warm springs in its neighbourhood. These conditions 
are quite fulfilled by the ruin, which Irby and Mangles saw near 
the Zurka; and we trust the site may yet be identified in other 
respects. This castle was the last to surrender to the Roman 
Procurator, after the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus. Lucius 
Bassus long laid siege to it, but was baffled by the garrison ; and 
it was only, when he had captured their leader and threatened to 
crucify him, that the soldiers gave up the castle. The chief ob- 
ject of interest, connected with Machucrus, is that there John the 
Baptist met his untimely death. Herod Antipas was thou 
Tetrarch of Galilee and Perea, and, in order to keep Herodias, had 
divorced bis own wife, the daughter of Arctas king of Arabia 
Petroea. John faithfully reproved the Tetrurcli for his crime, and 
was in consequence shut up in the castle as a prisoner. Are- 
tas, the father of the injured wife, threatened war against Herod, 
unless she was reinstated ; and Herod, on his way to the war 
with his troops, came to the castlo of Muchserus on the borc^^rs 
of the liostile territories, where liis prisoner was confined. 
There it was, at the feast held on his arrival, that Salome, ^lo 
young daughter of the adulteress, by her dancing, obtained iin- 
Hsked the promise of aught she should request, and was incited 
by her wicked mother to ask the Bajitisi's head. Tlie oatli 
had passed the Tetrarch’s lips ; hut, will) regret ho ordered the 
execution. The adulteress obtained her revenge ; the holy inaii 
died an ignominious death ; but Herod’s army was utleily de- 
feated ; and, as the Jews universally believed, was defeated be- 
cause of the murder ho had perpetrated. 

A third castlo, ahive the plain of Zoar, is thus hinted at by 
Lieut. Lynch. It may turn out to bo a place of some impor- 
tance : — 

Crossing the stream, which flows down the Wady Beni ilamcd, and a 

* 'JL'hii IS R mibUke. The Herodiou was W. of the JunUu. 
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numljor of patches of dhouva (millet), artifiei^ly irrigated, we passed close 
imder a ruin on an elevated cliff, which ovorlooRS the plain of Zoar, It 
seemed to be the remains of a fortalice, not more ancient than the times of 
the Crusades. Wo would have given much to explore the plain, and visit 
the ruin above, but circumstances forbade it. It was essential to inlialp 
the mountain air as soon as possible, and equally important that we ehcuM 
keep to Jtber to guard against treachery. We resolved to make an explo- 
ration on our return, if satisfied that we could do so with safety. 


Apart from the events we have described, the historical inci- 
dents, connected with the Dead Sea, are few in number, and, with 
one or two exceptions, of no great importance. It was in the 
vale of Siddim, with its pits of bitumen, that Chedorlaomer and 
his associate kings met the five chiefs of the towns on tlie 
plain of Jordan, defeated them, plundered the towns, and car- 
lied off their goods and subjects. In the caves of Engedj, 
David hid himself and his band; and spared the life of him. 
who sought his own, because he was “the Lord’s anointed.” 
At its southern end, in “ the Valley of Salt." he fought and com 
quered the Edomites. Up the pass of Engedi, came the ma- 
rauding bands of the Moabites, Ammonites, and Idnmeans, to 
plunder the realm of Jehoshaphat; and, above the pass, in tlic 
wilderness of Judah, the pious king and his people behold the 
interposition of their protector king, who fought their battle, 
and loft tliein only to gather the spoil. In Engedi, Solomon 
had his vineyards; and there, in the days of Josephus, palms 
and balsam grew luxuriantly. The Crusaders passed along the 
southern shore of the sea; and, in the castle ol Kerak, Reginald 
of Chatilloii perpetrated those oppressions, which roused the 
whole Saracen force under Saludiii and led to the disastrous 
battle of Hattin. 

All other events, however, yield in importance to the dcs' 
triltion of Sodom and Gomorrah, Adrnah and Zeboim, and 
th^plain whereon they were situated. The question has arisen, 
how much did this destruction involve, and what was the state 
of the locality prior to its occurrence ? Colonel Leake, in his 
preface to Rurckhardt’s travels, suggested that the whole valley 
of the Jordan was affected by it; that the Dead Sea was then 
formed for the first time ; and that, before the catastrophe, the 
river flowed uninterruptedly on to the Gulf of Akaba. The ap- 
pearance of the valley may, at first sight, suggest such a theory ; 
but farther consideration must, we think, totally set it aside. 
Hence Dr. Robinson and Dr. Wilson botli qgneur in rejecting the 
explanation it oilers ; and it may bo useful to mention some 
reasons for doing so. One argument find in the fact that, 
while the sources of the Jordan are three hundred miles 
distant from Akaba, it can bo proved, that they arc scarcely 
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aiseJ above tbe usual sea-level. How then could a stream 
so small flow that distance with little or no fall in its bed ? 
A second and stronger reason is derived from the depression 
of the sea already mentioned. If the Jordan ever flowed 
to the Gulf of Akaba, its bed must, of course, h^e been 
above the usual sea-level throughout its whole length ; in 
which case, it must, in the neighbourhood of the Dead 
Sea, have been more than 1,300 feet higher than the surface 
of the sea now is. But such a bed would have been 300 
feet above the heads of most of the western mouniaittSt as they 
'now stand ; and, either must have ceased to bo a bed at all, 
or else these mountains must have been higher, and, at the tiiuo 
of the catastrophe, have sunk with the bed of the sea, J3ut, in tlm 
latter case, the whole of the hill country of Judah must have 
been most violently convulsed; and it would have been impossi- 
ble for Abraham to look at the catastrophe unhanned, or for 
any of the Canaanites around him to liave survived the day of 
destruction. We conclude, therefore, that no sucli convulsion 
took place. A third reason wo find in the general physical 
configuration of the country ; in the fact that the sonthern 
desert sends its waters northward, that its valleys arc shaped 
witli a view to this end, and that numerous tertiary formations 
have taken place in and across the valley of the Araba and the 
Ghor : all of which imply powerful movements over an exten- 
sive space, and occupying long periods of time. To this wo have 
already referred. 

But it may bo said, if this depression in the valley existed 
previous to the destruction of Sodom, it follows, that, from the 
time when the country assumed its present form, there must 
also have been a deep lake, into which the river poured, as ’«]l 
as all the streams from the neighbouring mountains and the 
torrents from the southern desert. Yet tlie Bible speaks c# a 
plain as existing there, upon which tlie guilty cities stood. 
Our reply is, lhattlie soundings of the American expedition liave 
])roved (what was once surmised), that, beneath the waters of 
the Dead Sea, both these conditions are fulfilled. Such a lake, ns 
was absolutely needed to receive the vast annual Hoods of the 
country, is found in the northern part of the present sea, capa- 
cious enough to receive them all in addition to its usual waters. 
And such a plain, as the inspired word of God describes, is found 
m that portion of the sea, which lies south of the peninsula. Tlie 
very fact, that this part of tho^ea is a level plain, submerged but a 
few feet, will of itself suggest the thought, that its surface was 
once dry and habitable. But it fulfils other required conditions. 
It occupies the south portion of the sea, in which tlio tradition 
of ages has fixed the site of Zoar, and therefore of Sodom and 
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its neighbouring towns. It is large, being about aixty-five square 
miles in extent, with marshy tracts around it, equal to thirty 
square miles more. It is still well-watered. Several great 
Wadys, and among them Wady Jeib, pour into it their annual 
floods ; /^ro or three yield perennial streams ; while numer- 
ous small streams from brackish fountains flow in round its 
southern border. Irby and Mangles noticed these streams long 
since ; and Dr. llobinson says : “ Even to the present day, more 
‘ living streams flow into the Ghor at the south end of the sea, 

‘ from Wadys of the eastern mountains, than are to be found so 
‘ near together in all Palestine : and the tract, although now mostly 
‘ desert, is still better watered than any other district throughout 
‘ the whole country." Such is it in its desolation, covered with 
briny waters; what must it have been, when the hand of man 
directed its waters, ere its fertility had been blasted and des- 
troyed ? Ill reference to these divisions of the present sea-bed, 
which wo have already described at some length, the soundings 
of the expedition prove valuable in the highest degree. They 
shew, what physical science absolutely requires, the existence 
of a deep sea-trough, largo enough to receive, without extensive 
overflow, the annual drainage of half the country. They show 
also, what the Bible imperatively demands, the existence of a 
wide, well-watered plain, now buried beneath the waters, but 
once a flourishing, well-peopled soil. 

These facts, now resting for the first time on a basis removed 
from all controversy, will aid us better to understand the Bible 
story of the destruction of the cities of the plain. Considerable 
diflicuUies however still remain. The position of the plain 
has now been ascertained, and the causes of its fertility illus- 
tr^^d : but all the circumstances connected with its previous 
condition have not been revealed to us. We know not, for 
in#ance, whether the water of the original sea was salt or fresh ; 
and whether the hills of Usduni previously existed or not — im- 
portant elements in a hill consideration of the case. These 
liills claim from us special notice. We havo already observed 
that they form a long ridge in front of the mountains at the 
south west corner of the sea, four miles long, one in breadth, 
and from a hundred to a hundred and fifty feet high. The 
body of the ridge is rock-salt, coated with carbonate of lime ; 
it is quite isolated from the mountains behind it. The ridge 
occurs in the same geological connection, as similar formations 
elsewhere, that is in the neighbourhood of the new red sand- 
stone, marl, and gypsum. Near Oswestry, in England, sali- 
ferous beds occur immediately beneath thel.ower Oolite. All 
these elements are found close to the hills of Usdum. 

While the American Expedition were surveying the ridge 
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they saw a pillar upon it, an account of which we must give 
in Lieut. Lynch s own words : — 

At 9, the water shoaling, hauled more ofiP shore. Soon after, to our as- 
tonishment, we saw on the eastern side of Usdum, one-third the distance 
form its north extreme, a lofty, round pillar, standing apparent% detached 
from the general mass, at the head of a deep, narrow, and abrWpt chasm. 
We immediately pulled in for the shore, and Dr. Anderson and I wont up 
.and examined it. The beach was a soft, slimy mud, encrusted with salt, 
and, a short distance from the water, covered with saline fragments and 
Hakes of bitumen. Wo found the pillar to be of solid salt, capped with car- 
bonate of lime, cylindrical in front, and pyramidal behind. The upper or 
rounded part is about forty feet high, resting on a kind of oval poifestal, 
from forty to sixty feet above the level of the sea. It slightly decreases in 
size upwards, crumbles at the top, and is one entire mass of crystallization. 
A prop, or buttress, connects it with the mountain behind ; and the whole is 
covered with debris of a light stone colour. Its neculiar shape is doubtless 
attributable to the action of the winter rains. The Arabs had told ua in 
vague terms that there was to bo found a pillar somowhero upon the shores 
of the sea ; but their statements in all other respects had proved so unsa- 
tisfactory, that we could place no reliance upon them. — P. 307, 

It is possible this may be the pillar spoken of by Josephus : 
whether it is the pillar into which Lot's wife was transformed, 
is another matter. It can be proved that Zoar lay on the east 
side of the plain beneath the mountains ; Sodom was not far 
distant; and the family of Lot only passed from one to tlio 
other. It is utterly unlikely, therefore, that Lot's wife could 
liave reached Usdum, at least six miles distant, whereon tho 
present pillar is situated. 

Rock-salt is one of the products of volcanic agency ; and 
such agency was not improbably employed in tho oatastroplic, 
which has so changed this strange locality. Such agency is 
at work in Syria to this day, and the traces of its operations in 
past ages are scattered widely over the country : they occ^Sb, 
however, mostly along, or near, the valley of the Jordan. Among 
them, we find three or four craters of extinct volcanoes. TliSo 
is one in the Birket er Ram, tho old lake of Phiala; a second 
at Gish, to the north-west of Safet; a third in the Leja of tho 
llauran ; and, apparently, a fourth near tlie mouth of tho 
Zurka, on the Dead Sea itself. Minor indications of volcanic 
agency are much more numerous. The asphaltum pits near 
Hasbeya; the basaltic gorge, through which the Ilasbani flows ; 
the ridge under Hunin, and the lava to the east of Banias 
— all occur about the sources of the Jordan. The Tell al Kadhi, 
tlie site of the ancient Dan, and of one of tho river sources, is a 
hill of basaltic tufa. The “bridge of tho daughters of Jacob," 
which carries the Damascus road over the Jordan, the khan at its 
cast end, and the plains of Jaulan above, exhibit the basalt in 
abundance. Tho lake of Tiberias is surrounded with proofs of 
volcanic action, including basaltic stones in Tabari ych and the 
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neighbouring villages, and the warm springs both to the north 
and south of it. The hill, west of Tabariyeh, is composed of 
tufa ; and, in the plain of El Buttauf, near Cana of Galilee, the 
ground is formed of the polygonal heads of basaltic columns. 
The ho|Jspring8 of Umkeis, and the Roman bath, built of lava- 
stones ; the basaltic columns on the edge of the Ghor, the huge 
blocks of trap near the bridge of Majamia, with the fissure 
** exposing perpendicular layers of basalt,” all shew the same 
thing. Far to the east of the Jordan, in the Hauran, these- tufa 
rocks are more numerous than any where else ; and the centre 
of volcanic action can be most distinctly traced. The signs of 
such agency around the Dead Sea have already been referred to. 
They may be seen in the bitumen pits of former days ; the 
fragments of nitre and sulphur still found on its shores ; in the 
brackish fountains ; the salt ridge of Usdum ; the hot springs 
of Callirrhoe ; the basaltic mountain in their neighbourhood ; 
and the bituminous limestone pebbles at Ain el Foshka. The 
warm springs in Wady el Alisa, and the brackish fountain of 
Ain Gudhyan, are south of the Sea. 

These numerous evidences of volcanic agency will explain 
why the country has been so subject to earthquakes. In 
the reign of Herod the Great, the whole land of Judea 
was shaken by an earthquake, and many thousands of men 
and cattle were buried in tho fall of houses. In 1031, 
the earth opened in many parts of Syria, and thousands 
of people were swallowed up. In 1170, another earthquake, 
most powerful in its character and extensive in its spread, 
overthrew tho largest and best-peopled cities in Syria and 
Ph(XJnicia, and caused immense devastation. In J^i02, from u 
sjjuilar cause, many places entirely disappeared, and raultiliidos 
perished : most of the town of the Hauran were swallowed up. 
I# ITTiO, ‘^0,000 persons were destroyed in the valley of Baalbco 
alone, and tho shocks lasted three months. One-third of Da- 
mascus was overthrown and untold thousands perished in tlic 
ruins. Safet was totally destroyed. In 1822, Aleppo, the 
third city of tho Turkish Empire, and full of tho finest buildings 
of stone, was in an instant overthrown to its foundations. In 
1837, an appalling earthquake, the centre of which was near the 
lake of Tiberias, created tho most frightful ravages in Upper 
Galilee. Tho village of Gish had not one house uninjured ; of 
two hundred and fifty inhabitants, only fifteen escaped. Safet, 
with its twenty tiers of streets, rising one above another, was 
entirely thrown down, and five thousand people killed or buried 
Tiberias also was almost wholly ruined. These facts will shew 
one agency that may have been exerted in the destruction of 
the cities of tho plain, the materials of which were near nt 
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hand. It is an interesting illustration of one part of the catas- 
trophe, that, after the earthquake of 1837, there \vas scarcely 
a cave on the way from Safet to Tiberias, in which people wero 
not to be found." 

We return then to the question ; how much was inl^lved in 
the ruin of the cities, and by what agency was it effected ? It 
would be presumptuous to offer any decided opinion upon the 
matter, where so much has been left in uncertainty; and the 
suggestions, we offer, are laid before the reader, that lie may take 
them for what they are worth. Supposing that the water of tho 
lake, north of the Peninsula, was always salt, it could not have 
been so salt as it is now — tho accumulations of ages having been 
added from the salt range of Usdum, since tho catastrophe : 
and its shores may perhaps have not been more barren and 
desolate, than those of ordinary seas in the present day. Allowing 
too that the salt ridge existed previous to that catastrophe, it 
would not greatly affect tho fertility of tho neighbouring plain. 
The great torrent bed of Wady Jeib must havo passed close at 
its feet, continuing northward till it carried Us superfluous 
waters into the lake, and have separated it from the plain. 
Tho extent of the plain, in its whole length and brcadtli, must 
have been about ninety square miles ; it was crossed from east 
to west by several torrent beds, while that of Wady Jeib would 
naturally form its western boundary. Watered by numerous 
fountains (some of which may perhaps now bo buried under 
tho waters) and by perennial streams, it jwould exhibit, especi- 
ally in the spring time, broad rich pastures, whereon thousands 
of cattle were fed and tended ; or perhaps fields of yellow corn, 
which waved in the evening breeze, the sign of plenty, quietude, 
and wealth. The dark mountains on cither liand gave 8trei*%tli 
and dignity to the lovely spot ; while the waving fields, luxuriant 
herbage, and rich pastures, clothed it with exceeding bea#ty. 
In the midst of it, at various distances from each other, stood 
the five towns, Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah, Zehoim and 
Bela : probably well peopled, thriving, and prosperous. In 
various parts were the bitumen pits, wliich proved doubtless 
of great utility. But these gifts of a bountiful providence 
were only made occasions of evil : and pride and aboiniriablo 
licentiousness were the ungrateful return. Wo need not 
remind the reader of Lot’s selfish choice (so natural to a 
Bedawin, where rich pastures were concerned), to dare 
contamination with the wicked in order to share his gains — 
of the angels' visit of mercy — or of Abraliam’s intercession. 
The iniquity of the people was full ; tho cry of their wicked- 
ness rose up to heaven; and tho God, whom they had offended, 
determined to visit it with a signal punishment, which miglit 
hold up a warning against evil, even to the end of time. Of 
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\vhat took place in that act of justice, v^e are only generally 
informed. It may be, as some suppose, that the bitumen of 
the plain and in the pits took fire : but we know that tor- 
rents of fire-rain fell from the skies ; dense clouds of smoke 
envelop^ the whole plain : the cattle were destroyed : the 
people became terror-stricken, sliipificd, and overwhelmed ; the 
towns were burned up : the plain was overthrown : probably 
its surface was depressed ; the waters of the sea rushed in 
over the whole ; and henceforth, that, which had been in love- 
liness * like the garden of the Lord,’ became " ashes, salt and 
brimstone,’ stamped with the curse of God, an ensample to the 
ungodly, and a type of hell. All this was the punishment of 
crime; a punishment inflicted signally, instantaneously; a 
punishment, whose marks are patent to every eye, that future 
generations may fear to do the same. 

What may be the future history of this wondrous spot we 
cannot tell. It is possible that the language of the prophet 
Ezekiel respecting it may liave a literal application ; that, in 
‘ the last days,’ the curse may be removed, tlie waters healed, 
and the pristine beauty of the whole restored. It may bo, how- 
ever, that the language applies to higher themes, and takes a 
wider application ; telling us of days, when the pure waters of 
the Gospel shall flow into the Dead Sea of guilty nations, that 
they may be revived and healed. Be this as it may, the lesson 
now conveyed to those, who see and read of this mysterious sea, 
is one, Nvhich is written in striking characters upon its frowning 
rooks and barren shores: “ Be not deceived ; God is not mock- 
ed ; whatsoever a man sowcili that shall ho also reap.” “ Ue- 
mernber Lot’s wife.” 

# - 

ifOTE ON ART. (i, NO. XXIIT., “ TII12 SECOND 
I'UNJAB WAR. ' 

We have received a letter from ^fajor A. Wheatley, request- 
ing us, in justice to the 5th Light Cavalry, to publish, in the 
present number of this Review, his unqualified denial of the 
truth of 'both the following statements, given in the 23d 
number of this publication ; which, as they refer to matters of 
fact, wo have much pleasure in doing. 

Page 2H5. — Tiie 3rd Dragoons and 5th Light Cavalry 
made a charge against the enemy, who had advanced too far ; 
hut the 5th Cavalry held back, and, in spite of the exertions of 
the officers, refused the encounter.” 

Page 2Sr> — “ The Tuh Cavalry lost the colour, they won on 
the field of Maharajporo.” 
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I. — Anftual Reports of the Hindu College, Patshahih, and 
Branch School, the Satiskrit College,* Madrissa, and Russa^ 
paglah School, for 1848-49. Calcutta. Military Orphan 
Press. 

So much has been written about these reports, that wo must not 
let them pass altogether without notice. They invite us to a full 
discussion of tlio Government Education system • but that opens 
(piestions too large for consideration at present, and too important 
for a light and cursory notice, such as is suitable for the concluding 
critical articles of this periodical. 

The first thing that struck us, on opening the work before us, was 
the list of the Managing Committee of the Hindu College. The 
oiilv I'Airopeans, who are now members of it, are JMr. Ilethune, Mr. 
Ill adon, and Dr. Mouat; of these, certainly, the two last have suf- 
lieiently numerous and onerous duties, independently of those which 
attach to their positions on tliis Committeo. That a decided European 
intluence should predominate in the management of all great Edu- 
cational Institutions in this country, none can doubt, who have over 
})ersonally experienced the adNuntages of European education Na- 
tive gentlemen, like some of those whose names appear in the list of tins 
Managing Committee, would, we feel contident, be among the first to 
appreciate the zeal, and the practical assistance of men, who have late- 
ly come from home with the fresh recollection of College studios and 
College companions, wlio have tasted the hem-fits of the new modoa 
of educiilion, and who share the new spirit, that has sprung up in our 
old English academic halls. ^ 

On turning to the list of the “ Kstablisliment,” wo find, At 
]>agc ‘4, the following notice ; “ there has been no change m 

the instructive Establishment in the past session; hut, during the 
vacation, after the close of the session, Captain D. L Uichardsoii 
having resigned the post of Drincipal, Mr. Lodg# has been appoint- 
ed Principal in succession to him Idr. Montague, the Assistant 
Professor of Literature, has bt-eii remove<l from the college, and Mr. 
1). Foggo appointed in his place. ’’ Wc own that we looked with 
.some anxiety for this passage. 

Our readers, who are resident in Bengal, know well enough that 
Captain Richardson has ceased to be Principal — for no event, that 
we remember, except the election of the Secretary of tlie Agricultural 
Society in 184‘4, when two editors of rival newspapers were rival 
candidates, ever attracted more attention fiom the Calcutta press. 
From the day, when Captain Richardson’s retirement was announced, 
the public were favoured with large variety of information, grave 

a 



ii 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 


and gay, about the Council of Education. That Mr. Bethune wa 
u tyrant, ond an oppressor ; that he danced ; that a person of light cha* 
racter had included him in the number of persons, to whom she had 
the impudence to send impudent letters ; that his edition of Goldsmith's 
Essays the demerits of which the public had previously been left 
in blissful ignorance) was an egregious failure ; that Captain Itichard- 
son himself was a man of high character, great professional ability, 
and remarkably popular; — this, and much more than this, was 
reiterated in prose and verse, with astonishing zeal and diligence, 
for a period of about three months ; and even now the dying echoes 
of these ^ aluable truths sound occasionally in our ears. In vain did the 
public wonder, why such an excellent Principal should ever have had 
to ii'tiiv, and why such a President as Mr. Bethune was allowed to 
remain in the Council of Education. Not one word of explanation 
was ever vouchsafed to the marvelling readers of the Calcutta jour- 
nals : and when at last Mr. Bethune, in a speech at the Town Hall, 
entered into something about the facts of the matter, the terrible 
threat of a ])rosecution for libel was employed by the gallant Princi- 
pal to prevent the publication of the offensive paits of the ora- 
tion; and the no\\s]>:ipeis, with an nnanimity, and a respect for 
the law, which were most edifying, consented to publish the 
speech — with ahundant omissions. When the newspapers at other 
places took the hhfriy of expressing their curiosity, and declar- 
ed (naturally enough) tliat such silence was unsatisfactory, and, that, 
w'hile the roiil cause was c«uieoah-d, tlu^y were tempted to dream 
of all soits of false ones — they wane met by the pro\oking explana- 
tion, th.U there was a lady in the case ; that Captain Richard- 
son’s olfence was siin^dy, that “ he was suspected of being sus- 
picious aiul, that all should be made known, by and by, in 
an action against Mr. liethune for his false accusations at the 
Town Hall. But here we arc now in the hot weather, and we 
li%.,r nothing of this action. We learn only that Captain Kichaidson 
is em|)loying his great abilities in some joint-stock nati\e school, 
c 1^1 led, we behe\e, the Metiopolitan Academy ; and that Mr. Bethune 
still lemains Piesident of the Council of Education. Wo do uot even 
hear that the Hindu Colleg<‘ is falling off. 

There certainly something highly mysterious in the suspense 
which we enduic. Blue Books in profusion are published, m 
which even the otT-hand minutes of the Governor General are 
exposed to public Niew'; but in vain do we w-ait for the explanation 
of those un revealed occurrences, which have formed the subject of so 
many articles, lettcu's, epigrams, dialogues, and songs in the pages 
of our contemporaiies. Not the Black Act itself has given more 
employment to the printers. For a considerable time the literary 
warfare against all, who were supposed to have been instrumental in 
depriving the Hindu College of the late Principal’s services, was only 
suspendeA at these inter\als, when all the little Pedlington gossip 
of this our Vanity fair was arrested by the arrival of the Overland 
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Mails. But, immediately after we had satisfied ourselves with a 
glance at the affairs of Europe, and speculated for a moment on 
Free Trade, Foreign Politics, and Californian gold, colonies in dis- 
content, Ireland’s problems, and the disputed death of half a cen- 
tury our attention was again recalled, by the stern deAmination 

of the rulers of our Calcutta press, to the inexhaustible theme of 
Captain Richardson’s retirement, and the newly discovered errors 
and omissions in the edition of Goldsmith’s Essays — to the Novum 
Organum, the Historical papers at a recent examination, and the 
manifested defects of those, who presume now to carry on the sys- 
tem of Government Education without his valuable aid. 

We hope that now, when the first ebullition of indignation is past 
and gone, and the subject of Captain Richardson’s retirement 
no longer fills up the columns of our contemporaries, we may be 
allowed calmly to advert to the course which lias been pursued, and 
the aspect in which his retirement appears to ns. We wish to speak 
in a friendly spirit of the new.spaper press. Wo know some of the 
gentlemen, who are connected with it ; and their intelligence, 
ability, and public spirit, it is impossible not to recognize. 

We are far from being of the number of those, who, because 
they disapprove of the course of a newspaper on a particular 
subject, think that they ought pettishly to show their disap- 
probation by ceasing to subscribe to it. Amidst the vaiious claims 
on their attention, editors have an arduous task to perform. 
They cannot always rely on their information ; they are not 
infallible guides of public opinion ; they cannot always resist 
the influence of private friendships, and prejudices, or tlie temp- 
tation to say something witty in the place of aoinothing wise. 
But their labours are ceaseless, and their duties are most impor- 
tant. In a large number of cases they do the state good service , 
and, in nearly every call of private or pubhc dislKss, they are 
foremost as the advocates of catholic bene\olence. If, in the coT|f30 
of recent events in Calcutta, tliey lent their powerful aid to create 
and foster misunderstanding, to advocate a cause that wasflla- 
defensible, and to assail men who had done no wrong,* we attribute 
the error only to the influence of misapfirelicnsions in their own 
minds, combined with warm sympathy for a well-known and long- 


• Let us illustrate this by a case in point. It happens to be known to us, that not 
very long ago, a misuiiderstandin}?, rt-giirding oertuui mallei s of a private cliaracter, 
took place between Mr. Kerr, the I’nnnpal of tlie llughly CoUtgc, and hi» predeces- 
sor ; and they parted, niuiuttlly dissatinlicd. 

Five Years before this lime, Mr. Keir hud edited a translation of Bacon's Novum 
Organum, with niuclt Cl edit to himself, and very general acceptance. Suddenly tha 
public were amazed by a long, and u very bitter criticism on this work iii the editorial 
columns of the Hurkuru. We have too much respect for the editor of that journal 
to believe, that, consciously, he is capable of lending its columns to be the instru- 
ments of aprivate atntnosity . but, unless thiselaborute criticism literally dropped from 
the clouds, where it had been suspended for ihe last live years, the sequence of these 
two phenomena is abundantly suspicious, and not a little damaging to the character 
of our local press, which Mr. Dickens lauds so highly. 
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known companion. We can speak of them without malice, and we 
wish to speek without exaggeration. 

In like manner we wish to speak freely, and we are able to speak 
disiuterestedlj, of Mr. Bethune. We have never received, or sought 
a favor a^iis hands. We are not, and never were reckoned in his list 
of friends. Wo regret exceedingly the colour, which his indiscretion, 
and an unbecoming levity have afforded to the petty slanders of lus 
assailants. We believe that he himself is his own worst enemy 
If (as is reported) he so far forgot his position, and his personal dignity 
as to sing an improper song on a public occasion, we have not one 
word of palliation or excuse for an act so unworthy. But while 
we condemn what is reprehensible ; surely it is as fair, and far 
more noble, to do justice to what is good. Mr. Bethune is 
undoubtedly a man of zeal, philanthropy, and great liberality. His 
object in coming to India was to do good, not to save money. His 
qualities as a legislative member of council are very high. He has 
had the advantage of associating in England for many years with 
some of the most distinguished characters of the age. He has con- 
siderable enlargement of mind, and not less moral courage ; and he 
has taken part in effecting several very important legislative reforms 
in the English constitution. Wc must be permitted to say therefore, 
that we think he has been unjustly assailed here in India. We do 
not refer to the Black Acts, and the attacks on liiin as their supposed 
author; but to such long continued and unwarrantable attacks, as the 
poems filled with double entendres, to which the papers gave insertion, 
connecting his name with the name of a person of light fame, on no 
other ground tlian her own presumption in having sent to him, 
in common with many others, familiar h tters. We need scarcely 
say, that it is very well knowm that the whole of the elaborate slan- 
ders, the jests, and satires, of whicli his name was day after day 
the object, had no other foundation whatever. In this way it is 
e\^-lent that any one might bo robbed of liis character, and made a 
butt for the feeble wit of tho poetasters, who employed their time 
soVaboriously in defaming Mr. Bethune. 

But it is not only thus that we regard liim as unfairly treated. 
He occupied an important position as President of the Council of 
Education, and confessedly w’lis exerting hiniself very energetically 
to stimulate education throughout the country. No former Presi- 
dent, w'e believe, ever did so much real work in his ofiice. During 
tho whole time of his incumbency, up to tho hour when Captain 
Richardson’s retirement was announced, no fault (that we remember) 
was found with his proceedings in any of the public journals. 
From that hour, nothing was said in his favor. Now, in all serious- 
ness we ask, what were tho facts? I'here were certain rumours 
abroad about Captain Richardson’s mode of life, and the irregulari- 
ties of his attendance. They had followed him from H uglily, 
where he was Principal, to Calcutta, when he assumed charge 
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of the Hindu College. They were of such a nature, that many 
persons were surprised that they had not long ago become matters 
of official enquiry. Mr. Bethune, following public opinion rather 
than exciting it, wrote to Captain Richardson, asking for e^Ianation 
on the two subjects, which the rumours embraced. Explamtion was 
declined ; and a tender was made of resignation. The explanation, v/o 
believe, was again asked for ; and the answer was a resignation, which 
was accepted by the Council. There followed, in nearly all tlio papers, 
a series of articles, in prose and verse, against Mr. Bethune, and almost 
every one associated with him in the Council of Education, and in tho 
instructive establishments. But all the time the simple facts, that 
Captain Richardson had not been capriciously and unfairly dis- 
missed, and that he had retired, rather than <jive eu'planation, on 
points, on which it was the unquestionable duty of Mr. Bethune to 
demand explanation, were studiously concealed. I’liis wo must 
be allowed to say was not fair. In vain have we cmleaNourecl to 
ascertain how blame can justly be imputed to the Council of Educa- 
tion in the matter. The mode of life of the Principal of a great 
national College cannot bo a matter of indill’ercncc : and, even if it 
i\ere, irregularities in the attendance of a well-paid Principal are not 
a trilling fault. For auglit we know, there may not bo a s} liable of 
truth in the reports, to which Mr. Bethuno, in. Ins corivspondonco 
NMth Captain Richardson, adverted. But, bo that as it may, tho re- 
ports were not invented by Mr. Bethune ; they wore heard before 
he arrived in India, and heard by all tho memhc'rs of the Council 
of Education, and by many others. Uow% then, thoy could bo 
disregarded, or wliy (‘xplauation should bo refused, and a resigna- 
tion tendered m lieu of it, wo cannot divine. Of j\Ir. ^lontagiie’.s 
removal we need not say anything. We coniine oni solves to 
Captain Richardson’s case ; and v\e regret that the press made 
itself a party to a systematic attack on Mr BetliiuH', as if he were 
j)ersonaliy and solely (<u* at least in conjunetion only Or. Mo-^t) 
the cause of Captain Richardson’s lesignatuni ; — as if lie, and not 
the Council generally, had acco{)ted that resignation ; as if a ]#re 
simple act of tyranny and caprice hml bi'eii committed, of whicli a 
perfectly innocent man, against wlioni there was noeluiigi', had been 
the victim. 

Considering the sacred trust committed to them, wa (Innk that tlui 
Council of Education might have boon excuHed, if it had been 
more than ordinarily jealous of tho chaiacter of its Instnictois, so 
as to secure that they should be, not only above ri jnoaeh, but also 
above suspicion. As members of the Calcutta ]»ie%s, we regret 
exceedingly the course, which it has (too generally) pur.sin‘d in this 
matter. No possible quantity of dust tlirown up can blind the 
eyes of impartial men to the fact, that Captain Richardson held in 
his own hand his own reputation, and that of the party, whes*; 
name is unhappily associated with his . and that he voluntarily 
retired, without one word of denial, or explanation. Uruh i these 
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circumstances, the attempt is worse than absurd to elevate him into 
a hero, or a martyr. We believe also that the local press has suf- 
fered much in public opinion from its long continued, unmanly, 
and, not seldom, disgusting attacks on Mr. Bethune. He is a man, 
not witl^t faults ; he has written neither pretty poems, nor elegant 
essays, at least that we have ever heard of; but he has taken more 
pains, shown more enthusiasm, and done more practical good, in the 
cause of Native Education, than perhaps any man, in like circum- 
stances, and in the same period of time, who ever came to India. 

The experiment of the last four months has been dangerous in 
every way to the reputation of the Calcutta Press. The public may 
laugh ; but, after it laughs, it reflects ; and it is always sufficiently 
clear sighted in the end, to know when its leaders prove untrue to 
their high and noble vocation. 

We are aware, indeed, that the proceedings of the press in 
this matter excited so much dissatisfaction, that serious thoughts 
were entertained (which may yet result in positive action) of esta- 
blishing a new and independent journal. Those, who are acquaint- 
ed with the Calcutta Press, must know that there is room here for 
a paper, of which the supporters are men of Capital — able to secure 
early intelligence, to pay highly for literary assistance, and to meet 
a temporary loss from reduced prices for subscriptions and adver- 
tisements. There aro persons of property, ability, and influence, 
who were desirous to establish such a paper : and at no time, during 
our residence in India, have we heard the matter so seriously 
discussed, as during the time when nearly the whole Calcutta Press 
united in assailing the Council of Education for doing its duty, and 
in settingup Captain Richardson as a martyr. If sucli a paper is to 
be established, wo believe that its proprietors would do wisely to e.x- 
pend their capital liberally at its commencement, to secure the ser- 
vices, as Editor, of a man of reputation lu England, to combine low 
p^lies with enterprise and libeiality in learning intelligence, to keep 
the paper free from the petty class prejudices and personal squabbles 
oft colonial journalism, and to avoid that provincial sort of excite- 
ment about trifles, of ^^hich the three months’ series of columns 
about ^Captain Richardson afforded so unpleasant a specimen. 
I’he success, which has attended the establishment of tlie Bom- 
bay Times the Delhi Gazette, and the Mofussilite, has led to 
the establishment of a now paper at Lahore. It is evident that, in 
a place like this, in which the European community is increasing, 
there is ample room for a new well conducted inffuential journal ; 
and we believe that such a paper, started on sound principles, with an 
able Editor, and sold at the rate of forty rupees a year, might 
command a circulation, in and out of the Presidency, of fifteen 
hundred copies at the least. News ought to be given us by every 
mail through Malta of a much later date than those we now receive 
Instead of being dependent on London papers for Austrian news, 
we ought to receive them by way of Trieste, up to the lOth and 27 th 
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of each month ; and there should be supported by every paper, not one 
writer (as now), but a corps of writers, each conversant with a 
subject of interest, and able to handle it in a masterly manner. It 
is very doubtful, if capitalists, embarking property in st^h an un- 
dertaking, would lose by it; certainly a great public bei&t would 
be conferred on society. On the other hand, there is so much 
difficulty in organizing any public combinations in Calcutta; there 
is so much mutual forbearance, and so much general fiiendship to 
those, who already are connected with the press, that the effort to 
establish a new journal would be made with great reluctance. 

That the attention of increasing iiuinbers of individuals will be 
called to the subject, as the number of British residents increases, 
and the interest of public questions deepens, on the approach of the 
New Charter, we cannot doubt ; and ^^hate^er may be Captain Rich- 
ardson’s influence with his friends, there wilf be a large class 
beyond bis circle, who will be disposed to encourage tlie attempt to 
establish new journals, if the old ones aie to be made subservient to 
bis purposes, and to print and to conceal all iliat be desires about bis 
personal grievances, mouth after month, us they have done of late 
uagiie ad nauseam. 


II. — The Kayastha Koustabhay 3 voh By llajnarayan 
Mittra^ Banna. 

The Hindu Shaatras ha\e interposed a wide gap between the first 
three, and tlic last, of their four oiiginal castes. The Btabinin, 
tiio Kshetriia, and the Vai-shya, \\hate\er their relative difference in 
point of rank and standing, nic all (feutlemcu , the Sndra is a serf. 
The first three are honouied witli the title of twice huruy ov retjenerate 
they ha\e aee<‘ss to the treasuies of h'aiinng locked up in the Vedas ; 
they are invested with the sacicd thiead, wliich is the badg%of 
Hindu legeiiei ation ; they arc subj<'Ct to a comjairatiNely mild jienal 
code. But the Sudra is a once-boin race; he is iiicapablc^of 
regeneration. He occupies no higher j»osition in the republic of 
Hinduism, than the Negro does in the United States. Ho has no 
privileges, but what tlie twice-born classes choose to concede. He 
lias no sccuiity, but such as the compassion of his sujieiiors may give 
Inin. His services may be compelled, bis goods may be plundered, 
bis person may be injured, with almost jicrfect impunity. Ho is 
excluded from the study of the Sliastias ; he is not at liberty even 
to hear the Vedas read. He must be satisfied with such instiuctiou, 
as the Brahmin may dole out to liirn. He must recei\e respectfully, 
and obey implicitly, whatever the priest teaches. 

The political humiliation of the Brahminical system has, however, 
proved a source of great relief to the Sudras. The Brahmin could 
not assert his right to oppress the servile class, when Menu was no 
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longer allowed to rule the consciences of princes. The successi\ 
conquests of India by the Muhammadans and the British have causc.l 
the complete emancipation of the Sudra. In some places the tables 
may bo emsidevod as turned. The Brahmin, no longer vcnerntcii 
in the sjfte merely for his sacerdotal character, is gradually sinkiiar 
into insignificance. He is now obliged to toil for his livelihood, and 
to adopt trades and occupations, ill befitting the sanctity of his order. 
The once-born Sudra, from having at one time been his slave, is now 
in turn become his patron. ^ 

The pure Sudra order is now supposed to bo extinct. Its place 
is supplied by a multitude of classes, all reckoned as once horn, and 
labouring under the same disabilities with the Sudra in the estima- 
tion of the Hindus. Of these classes, the Kayaslha is the mo^t 
distinguished in Bengal. 

The author of the pamphlets before us is a gentleman of this 
caste. He has written three works to wipe olT from his order the 
disgrace long attached to it as a servile race. In his opinion, his 
order has been unjustly kept down, as a “ once-born” class. He 
thinks the Kayastha is not a sub division of the Sudra caste. The 
object of his pamphlets is to make good this theory by an exauu- 
nation of ditferent texts of the Vedas and Puranas, 

Our author’s theory is, that the Ka^'astha is cither identical with, 
or at least equal to, the second or military race. His ideas seem 
to be a little confused in this respect, d’he Kayastha, he main- 
tains, is a descendant of Chitragupta — tho Indian Uadamantluis — 
who sprang from the bodij ( Kinja ) of Brahmri. Ho is therefore a se- 
parate order and equal to the Kshetriya in honour and dignity. Many 
te.xts are cited in support of this theory. Some of them do speak 
of Chitragupta, as sprung from the body of Brahma, and give the 
definition of the word Kayastha, so as to uphold the author’s views. 
Still we do not know that it necessarily follows, that the Kayastha^ 
of^B<-tigal, and the Kayats of the North West, are lineal descendants 
of Chitragupta. There is no genealogy to appeal to* nor is there 
ai:% other evidence than conjectuie from the word Kayastha itself. 

The author has not however confined himself entirely to tlieorv 
He has boldly acted up to his views, and thereby set an exam- 
ple not unw'orthy of consideration by the educated Hindus. A party 
of Kayasthas has alrea<ly been formed, who call themselves Ksh(‘- 
Iriyas — who repudiate the idea of servile submission to Brahmins — 
and who affix tho word “ Barma’’ to their signatures, as the Brahmins 
aflix “ Sarma.” They have done more. They have invested themselves 
with tho sacred thread, which is forbidden to the Sudras,.and they 
repeat the mystical Gayatri, which the once-born dares not even hear. 

Tho Neo-Kshetriyas of Lower Bengal withhold intercourse from 
such members of their class, as are unconscious of their natural 
dignity as tho sons of Chitragupta, and continue to live in servile 
dependance on tho Brahmins. The Rajah of Aiulul has placed 
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himself at the head of this sect, which will probably become a new 
and separate caste in a few years. 

The Brahmins, naturally jealous of innovations, are no great 
fnends to the new Kshetriyas. A few pandits have, hoover, sub- 
scribed their names to a paper, favouring the opinions of ^ author. 
The great body of the Kayasthas, who have not joined the Rajah of 
Andul in asserting their claims to the honour of a twicc-boni race, is 
also strongly opposed to the movement. 

But the author of theKayastha KoustabJkg> coniiimes to proclaim his 
\iew’s with indefatigable perseverance. He has projected a periodi- 
cal, published once a fortnight, under tho title of the Koustabha 
Kirana, in which he unfolds and illustrates his novel theory of the 
origin and claims of the Kayasthas, and uses both general and special 
pleadings in its support. It is conducted with considerable ability, 
and bears evident proofs of industry and research. The Koustabha 
Kirana does not however bring, any now proofs in support of tho 
author s position. It presents under various colours tlio same argit- 
mont, that is contained in the Kaijmthn Koustabha. 


III . — An Act for exlendinff the principle of Section 0, Regular 
tion VIL, of 1832, of the Beng il Code, throughout the territo- 
ries subject to the Government of the' East India Company. 
Calcutta, 1849. 

Wk have already expressed our favourable opinion of this just, 
necessary, and urgently required act. The Native Oiristians are a 
large and increasing body. As a class, they are bctter-inatniclod, 
and have a far higher standard of morality, than their countrymen; 
and, as subjects, they arc almost tlio only portion of tho people of this 
land, on whose entire fidelity the Govorninent can unhesitatingly ifly. 
To brand the conscientious reception of its o^^n faith as a crime, ^nd 
to punish only those, who are honest, sincere, and earnest, while peffect 
impunity is allowed to the chattering Balms, who scoff at their own 
Shastras, and break all the laws of caste notoriously, would seem to be 
an absurdity too gross for the governments (if such there be) of Da- 
homey, or Timbuctu. The moment that such an anomaly falls 
under tho eye of an enlightened legislature, it must be blotted out. 
Those of our readers, who wish to know more on this subject, 
will find it admirably handled in the Calcutta Christian Observer, for 
March, 1850. Our main object at present is to introduce to them the 
following remarkably able Memorial, presented to tho Governor-Gene- 
ral by the Native Christian community, and drawn up by one of them- 
selves. It disposes, in masterly style, of tho objections urged in tho 
so-called Hindu Memorial ; and Is a proof of tho intelligence an<l 
energy of that body, whom some of the jealous and less worthy of 
their own countrymen affect to decry. 
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To the Mont NobU the Marqtiis of Dalhousie, Oocernor-Oeneral oj 
India in Council, 

J’he Memorial of the undersigned Native Chiistiau 
inhabitants of Calcutta and its vicinity. 

ll K S l» K CT ^ L I. Y S 1 1 E W K T I r , 

'That your Memorialists havo noticed with great gratification, in tlie 
Calcutta Gazette of the 3lst October 1849, the Draft of a proposed Act. 
read in Council for the firsj^timo on the 30th October last, entitled “ An 
Act for extending the principle of Section 9, Regulation VIJ. of 1833, of 
the Bengal Code, throughout tlie territories subject to the Government nf 
the East India Company/' They cannot help expressing their thanks for 
this proposal to extend the principles of toleration and of liberty of con- 
bcioncc throughout the Presidencies of this vast hunpiro. 

I’lie principle of Section 9, Regulation VII of 1833, is so obviously one 
©f justice and equity, that it would be entirely a work of supererogation, 
and therefore an unnecessary tresjuiss on your T.ordship’s time, if your 
Memorialists expatiated upon it. The maxim of the British Oovoinment 
is toleration to all creeds, and equal protection to all sects, of whatever 
religion, who are peaceable and loyal subjects. It is only consistent with 
that maxim, that the persecuting rigor of an antiquated law, compiled m 
an unenlightened ago, should bo softened by the dictates of equity and 
toleration. 

But your Memorialists have been equally surprised and distressed to 
learn, that a certain number of their couutrymeii, describing themselves as 
“ Hindu inhabitants of Bengal, Behar and Orissa,” have iiroscnted a 
Memorial against the above-mentioned Draft Act, “ as an encroachment on 
the integrity of those laws, under wliich the Hindus have hitherto lived. 
— at any rate from the period, under which they have been subject to the 
rule of the Crown of Great Britain.” 

It is a contradiction in terms, my Lord, to say that any individuals oi 
bodies can liave any rhjhts or pririlnjrs, which are 0[)pressive to then- 
neighbours, and are subversive of liberty of conscience : — or that they can 
have a ri>jht to do what is n rotitf. Nor can it bo a hardship to one portion 
offjj nation to bo deprived of the power of trespassing on the freedom 
of another portion, or of inflicting penalties on it, on the plea of diflbrcnco 
of ^ pinion. 

But your Memorialists beg to submit, that “ the laws, under which the 
Hindus havo hitherto lived,” are inseparable from the Hindu religion, the 
precepts of both being founded on the same autlioritios. 'Diere is no 
authori/.cd code of laws distinct from the institutes of religion. To presor\G 
“ the integrity of the laws under which the 11 indus have hitherto lived,” 
would be to preserve in their integrity the institutes of :Monn, and all the 
sayings of all the sagos, who are hold sacred by the Hindu population. 

‘True it is, that the Dfiyabhdga and the Mitiikshani are acknowledgcib 
the one in Bengal, the other in the Upper Provinces, as legal authorities 
distinct from religious institutes. But the author of the Dayabhaga is no 
greater authority in law, than Raghunandan, the author of the AstabinsaAi 
Tuttwa, is in religion. Both-aro mere compilers : and their only title to 
the veneration of the Hindus is their conformity to the Sliastras— the 
statute law of Hinduism. The legal validity of the Dayabhaga ]»rocecds 
from tho sanction it has received from British judges, administering the 
Hindu law. But since that law w'as entirely set aside by tho Muhammadan 
rulers of India ; and since there are no authentic reports of any judicial 
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procoochngs previous to tho Mubammnclan conquest; there is no ovideuco on 
record of the Dayabhaga having ever been acknowledged as a code by any 
Government in India before the establishment of tlie British supremacy. 

The integrity of the Hindu law, therefore, which tho Hindu mo- 
morialisls of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa appear so anxious tolfcserve, can 
mean nothing loss than the integrity of tho institutes ot %enu, and 
of tho otlier Shastras held sacred by the Hindus. Those institutes were 
however composed in a rude and unenlightened age, when tho prin- 
ciples of jurisprudence were little understood; and tlicy contain enact- 
ments, civil as well as criminal, which are inconsistent with sound 
policy, justice, and equity, and which the Hindu memorialists tliem- 
selves w^ould perhaps bo unwilling to see enforced witliout modifi- 
cation. Menu's code was intended to perpetuate the social dognuhition of 
tlio Sudra or servilo caste, and to establish the supremacy of tho Brahmini- 
cal order. Many of tho Uajahs and Zemindars in Bengal, Bcliar, and 
Orissa, are Sudras by caste, 'i'hoy can scarcely be siqiposod to entertain so 
suicidal a desire as that of enforcing till tho laws of Menu. 'J’iie undue 
elevation of tlio priestly class, and tho unjust depression of the Sudra, would 
bo the natural consoquonces of that law 

“ A king,’' says Menu, “ even though dying w’ith want, must not receive 
any tax from a Bralimin loarued in tho Vedas " Chap vii. IM.'l, 

Clauses, such as this, can nc\ or receive countenanco from an enlightened 
Oovornmont ; nor can tlio Snpicme Council sanction such invidious and bai- 
barous enactments us tho following . 

“ Never sluill tho king slay a Brahmiu , though convicted of all possible 
ciinifs ; lot liini banish tho otroiidor from his realm, but with all his property 
secure, and his body unhurt. N<f greater crime is known on earth tlian 
slaying a Brahmin ; and the king therefore must not even form in Ins mind 
an idea of killing a piiest” (Tiap. viii 8S(), gSl 

“ But a man of the servile class, wliether bought or nubonglit, lie (the 
Brahmiu) may coinjiel to perform servile duty; becanso such a man was 
eieuted by tho Self-eMstent for the purpose of solving BrahiniiiB. 

“ A Sudra, though emaneipated hy Ins master, is not reliaiscd from a state 
of servitude ; for of a blale, whicli is natural to him, hy whom can ho bo 
divested? 

“ A Brahmin may soi/c without hesitation, if he he distressed for a ^uh- 
sistciice, the goods of his Sudra slave ; for, as that slave emi liavo no'pro- 
I'city, Ins master may take liia goods.” Chap. vm. 4 Id, 411,117. 

A oiico-boni man (i o. a Sudra;, who iusiilta tho twi<;c-hoin witli gftss 
invectives, ought to have his tongue slit, for ho sprang fiom the lowest pai t 
ol Brahma. 

“ If he (tho Sudra) mention their (tho Brahmins’) names and classes wdth 
contumely, as if he say, ‘ Gh Dovadatta, thou refuse of Brahmins,’ an iron 
stile, ten fingers long, shall bo thrust rod hot into hismoutii. 

“ Should ho through pride give instruction to priests concerning their duty, 
lot the king order some hot oil to he dropped into liis moutli and his oar. 

“ If he seize the Bralimin hy tho locka, or by tho feet, or hy tlio heard, or 
hy the throat * * * .r .k 

let tho king without hesitation cause incisions to he made in his hands” 
Chap viii. 270,272,283. , , 

It would bo alike disrespectful to your Lordsliij) s Council, and, to oui 
Hindu countrymen themselves, to suppose for a moment that tlie former cun 
advise, ortho latter can desiic, tlic prevalence of such harhaious ordinuiiccs 
as the preceding. 

The personal security of the Hiiulu iiK'nioimlists tlicni^-^ l\c^, the vast 
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majority of whom probably— many of whom certainly— ard Sudras, 
requires that the Hindu law must be deprived of its intolerance and 
extravagance. During the suspension of Brahminical supremacy for some 
centuries, m^ny of the servile classes have risen to so much opulence and 
respectabil^^ , that, if your Lordship were now to restore tlie Hindu law in 
its integri^ , it would be felt as a curse from the Himalaya to the sea. The 
security of the vast majority of Her Majesty’s native subjects requires that 
the British Government should continuei as it has hitherto done, to miti- 
gate the rigour of the Hindu law by abrogating its unjust and barbarous 
clauses. 

Since then the Hindu law must be altered— since its intolerant provisions 
must bo rectified — since encroachments must bo made on the integrity of 
tlio Brahminical statutes, it is to us a subject of no ordinary grief, that any of 
our countrymen should have called upon your Lordslnp to be guided, in your 
correction of the Hindu code, by other principles of conduct, than peifect 
justice, equity, and toleration that they should wish their law to be modi- 
fied only for their own benefit, but retained in its original ferocity for the 
purpose of persecuting tliose, who dider from them in sentiment. 

It would not be oqunl justice to all Her Majesty’s subjects, if, while relief 
was granted to the Sudra, by the abrogation of those clauses whicli endanger- 
ed his person and property, no relief (siicli as was conternjilatccl in Section ‘J 
Bogulation VII. of of the Bengal Code) were given to him, wlio dared to 

avow, that he dissented from the authors of those rude enactments, and that ho 
could not believe they were inspired of God, nor persuade himself to continue 
in the ranks of their followers It is the more necessary to extend the prin- 
ciple of Section 0, Regulation VI I. of now that tlio rapid progress of 

education in the different prcbideneies of ludia is annually swelling the num- 
ber of those, whose pioporties would need the jirotection of that section. 

Nor can your J.ordbhip consistently pcrpetiiste the Hindu law of inheri- 
tance in its integrity, without mixing your (.ioverninent with the Hindu 
religion itsell, A great intellectual movement, indiiced in a great measnro 
by tlio progress of education, has for the last qiiaiter of a century been 
steadily advancing in Bengal. A growing aversion, as well to otliei 
popular superstitions and ceremonies of the country, ns also to that rite, on 
tlio nerformance of wlueh inbeiitance depends, ngi’ccably to the Hindu law, 
has lioon the consequence of that movement 'fwo of the most respcctahlo 
Hil^tU gentlemen ot Cdleutta, the Kii)ah Uammohun Roy and Balm 
Dwarkanath Tugm’C, have braved the penis fit tlie sea, and, hy visiting 
rOi^Jand, and there publiely eating and drinking with J^luiopeans, Iiave 
exhibited tlieir contempt of the popular tenets of Hinduism. Their 
families aro much respected iii Calentta, and they own largo propeity in 
different parts of Bengal, It miglit become a nice question in Hindu 
theology, and therefore in Hindu law, wlictlier the families of those two 
distinguished individuals have not lost their titles to their ancestral property 
'I’housands have also manifested their disbelief in the popular religion by 
word and deed. 'J'beir acts have incapacitated them for the performance of 
“ those rites, by which,” to quote the words of the Hindu memorialists, “the 
sahation of their fathers and other ancestors is secured.” If tlien the 
Hindu law of inheritance w'ero to continiio valid in its integrity, it would 
ho necessary to create a tribunal of religions commissioners to define the 
covert acts, which involve loss of caste, and therefore of title to ancestral 
l)roporty. “ Him who lives apparently,” says Menu, “ by the rules of his 
casto, but really departs from those rules, lot the King severely punish by 
tine, as a wretch who violates his duty.” ix. 173 The rules of caste, laid 
down in the Hindu Sliastras, arc so severe, that scarooly a single Brahmin 
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f,r Sudra would be safe with his property, if they were rigorously enforced. 
Under these circumstances, if the Hindu law is to be coutiuuod, nothing 
less than a religious inquisition, to guard generally against improper 
inheritance of property, would be just to those, who openly ^^^avow what 
they do not believe, or cannot practise. Otherwise, if every one’Syio “ appa- 
rently lived by the rules of his caste,” though he might really Jpart from 
them,” were allowed to enjoy his patrimony, at the same time that the 
sincere and honest offender was excluded, tho verdict would neither bo 
consistent with Menu, nor with equity. It would amount to a premium 
to insincerity, and become grossly unjust to the open ajiostato from 
Hinduism — be he a Christian, Muhammadan, or Deist, since ho alone 
would suffer, and that only because of his honesty and candour. 

The extension of the principle of Section 0, Regulation YII. of 18^13, to 
all India, would, as far as this Presidency is concerned, be no alteration of 
any law ; — and, as far as the other Presidencies are concerned, it would only 
amount to a slight modification of a law, wliifli had already been altered ill 
practice since the days of Menu. 'J’he law, which the first Governor- 
General of India gave to the Hindus, was not the Hindu code in its integrity, 
but a mere portion of it, clipped of all its penal statutes, and understood to 
be greatly modified in its civil enactments also 'I'he first Governor-General 
of India established it only to givo relief to Hindu subjects; and Lord 
William Dentinck corrected it in Ileugal, that wbat was intended as a relief 
to some, might not operate as a persecution to others. 

Your MomorialisW accordingly submit, that since it is only a mutilated 
Hindu law that now prevails in any part of British India — since the vast 
inajovity of the Hindus themselves must consider tho Hindu law in its integri 
ty as a grievance — since all pailies must have recourse to tho dictates 
of equity in the correction of the Hindu law, tliu voice of that equity is 
e(pially strong in favor of toleration. The e.xfeiision of Section !), Itegn- 
lation VU. of I8d2 may therefore bo demanded in justice by the fnends of 
mental freedom ; nor can theio bo a consi.'^tent poj)ular voice against it 

The orthodox Hindu cannot protcbt against inlioiilanco of property by 
his lietorodox neighbour, any more than tho Brahmin can complain of /inr 
plication, in not being allowed to compel the Sndiaatodo him service, or 
to lielji himself to their substance. 

Notwithstanding the largo number of respectable Hindus, who Imvo 
memorialised against the Draft Act mentioned before, wo believe tho ^t 
majority of our countrymen are not opposed to it. They know too well 
that the enforcement of tho whole Hindu code is neither dcsirahhi 
joaeticahlo. They do not expect that their Biitish rulers are capable of 
entertaining a proposal to disinherit converts to their own religion 
Wliatever special pleading a few of onr Calcutta countrymen, ednented m 
Juiglish, and confident of tho tolerant character of tho Biitisli Govern- 
ment, may bring forward in support of an antiquated system, seiir- ely \eiio- 
iHted by themselves; and with whatever success they may piocuie suhsenp- 
tious to such a Memorial, — the qnict agricnltural population of Bengal would 
not spontaneously raise their voice against an Act, which they could not 
hut expect under an cnliglitcned and a Cimslian Government; nor would 
they cliango “ their active spirit of fervent loyalty into sullen suhnussion ” 
to the will of their rulers, in case that Act ns passed into Jaw. 'J’hey air 
far too glad at their own deliverance from tho humiliation oonteinjdatcd 
in tho institutes of Menu, to think of injuring others, who believe that 
Menu was wrong. 

In submitting the foregoing statements for jom* Loidship’s consideration, 
your Memorialists trust solely to the justice and equity of the Bnlisli 
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Oovcnimcnt. For ourselves, wo confess, we are a small community, ui 
cuniparison with the followers and professors of Brahminism. Butthoiigl) 
the voice of ^elvo thousand converts in Bengal — all loyal and respectful 
subjects of irtr Majesty — may in itself bo feeble, the voice of justice and 
equity is y/ghtier far than that of any human community, however large. 
To that \%jce wo a[)peal. 

But we cannot help representing that the number o those, who would 
suffer in their substance, but for Section 9, Regulation VII. of 1832, is annu- 
ally on the increase. Whether as converts to Christianity,as followers of tlie 
late Rajah Raramohun Roy’s and the late Babu Dwnrknauth I’agore’s ex- 
amples, or ns more free thinkers, large numbers are being annually incapa- 
citated for the performance of the Shrad, on which inheritance depends, 
agreeably to Hindu law. 

For ourselves we have far too great respect for the faith we have adopted, 
to apprehend for a moment, that even the persecuting clauses of the Hindu 
law can retard its progress, or destroy its intrinsic force. Our religion docs 
not however call upon ns silently to submit to injustice and usurpation. 
VVe must therefore solicit your Lordship, in justice to us and to our faith, to 
pass the Draft Act before alluded to, that we, who are under the jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court may have the benelit of the priuciplo of Section U, 
Itegulation VII. of 1832, and that the same benefit may be reaped by all, 
siniilaily circumstanced with ourselves, in the Sister Presidencies of Madias 
and Bombay 

Your ^leniorialists neither solicit nor expect any s[)ceial favor to their coin- 
inunity. We only desire that your Loidsliqfs principle of non-iiiterfereiico 
w'ith the religion of Her Majesty’s native subjects may ho fully carried out 
in practice We only desire that in no depaituieiit ot your Government — 
in no court of justice — in no department of the public ser\iee — in no in 
stitution supjioi ted or controlled by the State — sliould the Cbnstian, tlui 
Hindu, or the M ubaminndnu, have reason to comphini, or exult, that bo is 
hardly or favourably treated, merely because of bis religion ; — and tliat 
C(jual justice may be done to all, who are jiGaceablo and 

And your Memorialists wille\cr pi ay, Ac 

Wo subjoin, f(jr the sake of connoction, aiiotln'r Aroinorial, aKo 
prosentod to tlio Govonior General, by a large body of Kuropean 
Cleistians in Calcutta. 

The Ufost Nolle the of Dulhmisie, K. 7’., the Oocernoi 

(7cner<(l of India in Gunned, do dx\ dc. 

My Loan, — We the undcrsiguod Christian Tnliabitaiits of Calcutta lag 
lease to address your ^.ord‘^hIp to express the coidial satisfaction \Mtli 
wliicli wo have noticed, in the Government Oazette the Draft of a pro 
posed I.aw entitled, “ An Act for extending the principle of Section IX 
Regulation VI 1 . 1832, of the Bengal Code, throughout the terntorie*' 

subject to the Government of the East India Company,” by which our 
native fcllovv-suhjcets embracing the Chiistian Religion, will be delivered 
fioin severe and ruinous disabilities 

Wo all, Tuy lionl, fool a deep interest in the welfare of the people of 
tills laud The Christian faith, which wo profess, constrains us to seek 
their good We wisli not to see any chibS umuilg thcui stigmati/cd 
or wronged But we ardently desire that peace, justice, and all tlio ad- 
\antag<>s of civil and religious liberty may he secured to tlie whole popu 
lation 

We ileprocatc any attempt to multiply conversions by favour oi by foicc 
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The measure, contemplated bjr the Government over which your Lordship 
so ably presides, commends itself therefore to our warmest approbation. 
It offers no premium and inflicts no penalty. It enables tlu^onvert wlio 
seeks admission to the Christian Church, to obey the dictal^pf his con- 
science free from the dread of forfeitures, while, at the same tir^, it leaves 
his relatives in possession of precisely the same property i^iich they 
had before. 

My Lord, wo hail tlie promulgation of this measure with joy, such as 
must over bo felt by all lovers of freedom and of truth, when tliry witness 
the progress of sound principles, and see legislation applied to riglito- 
0113 and benevolent purposes. Wo remember with thankfulness the aboli- 
tion of Suttee, and the suppression of Infanticide and .Tluiggce, and have 
long regarded those humane measures, as pledges that tlie Government of 
India will not allow tho perpetuation of injustice and crime, under the 
sanction of any religion. 

Whatever opposition your Lordship’s Government may now have to en- 
counter in carrying out this salutary principle, wo doubt not that in future 
and not distant years, the wisdom and tho righteousness of your policy 
will bo acknowledged by all men. And wo earnestly bopo that, nndoterred 
hy the sophistry wliic'h represents the Hindu or Maliomedau as injured, 
when no longer allowed to oppress bis Christian relative, your Lordship 
in Council will pass into a J.aw the Act respecting which wo have thus 
ventured to express our sentiments. 

Wo have the honor to bo, 

Your Lordship’s 

Humble Servants, 


IV . — Heport of ihc Calcutta Public Library, from February 
to December, 1819. Calcutta, ]Nr>0, 


Some two years ago wo noticed the report of this useful institu- 
tion, and now lia\e little more to do than to express our satisfuctmn 
at its continued jnospority The rejxjrt informs us tliat “ the nimi- 
lii-r of books added during tho last year by purchase, besidc’s 
periodicals, is 

Sela. Vnh. Pamphlets. 

JUii comprised in 571 besides J7 

“ The circulation of books during the hist cloven months of 1819, 
was as follows : — 



Sets. 

VoN. 

General Literature 

.... r.,nin 

io,4Kr> 

Prose Works of Imagination ... 

.... 11,110 

t>0,HOI 

Periodicals 

... 4,10.5 

0,701 

Total 

... lil.OOl 

4M.9H7” 


This, it naust bo admitted, is a large amount of leading for so 
small a community as that of Calcutta, and, although we should 
like to see the department of “ Prose Works of Imagination ” bear a 
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somewhat lower proportion to the other departments, we regard the 
above statement as indicating no small degree of intellectuality as 
appertaini^^ to our fellow-citizens. 

The Gjjprnment has very liberally consented to bear the charge 
(to the Amount of about 2,800 Rupees) of re-binding such of tlie 
books belonging to the former library of Fort William College as are 
in bad condition. 

“ The average number of Subscribers and amount of Subscription 
during the last eleven months, is as follows : — 

Subscribers 265, Subscriptions, Ks. 900-14-1 per month." 

The Establishment costs a little more than Rs. 300 per month, 
and there are other charges which may probably amount on an aver- 
age to 100 Rupees more, so that from 4 to 500 Rupees a moiitli arc 
available for the purchase of books. The Curators seem to be in 
earnest in their desire to expend this sum to the best advantage . 
and we doubt not that in time the Public Library will contain u 
large and valuable collection. As it is, it is of great use to us ami 
to all persons engaged in literary avocations; while, to the mere lover 
of light reading, the issue of “ Prose Works of Imagination ’* inch 
cates that it must be invaluable. 


SANDEBS, CONKS AND CO., T¥PS., NO. 14 , LOLL BAZAR. 
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1. — 1. Arahya Upanyas. Pratham Khanda, Nihnani Dasdk 

Karitrik Anubddita. Calcutta. D'liozario arid Co. 1850. 

(The Arabian Nights translated from the English into 

Bengali.) 

2. Arahya Upanyds. E ncyclop(edia Press. (The Arabian 

Nights.) 

It is rather a singular fact in the history of Bengali Literature, that 
two distinct translations of the Arabian Nights from English into Ben- 
gali have issued from the Press within a month of each other. The 
lirst has issued from a Press managed by heathens, the translator of 
^\lllch has chosen a simple stylo of writing; the second, from a Press, 
conducted altogether by Native Christians, and written in such a high 
Sanskritized style, that wo question whether live students of the 
Hindu College could read it without the aid of a Dictionary. While 
N\e concede that the inevitable tendency of the Bengali language is 
to model itself more and more after its greatSanskrit original, and that, 
as in the case of theTatwabodhini Patrikii, where you have to express 
idistract and philosophical ideas, you must resort to the grand store- 
house of the Sanskrit ; still we think that, in the case of books designed 
for popular reading, such as Robinson Crusoe, the Arabian Nights, 
the very simplest style sliould be chosen, as the object is to interest 
the masses. A Bengali style can be simple^ and yet pure, us may be 
scon in that exquisite gem of elegant composition, liaja Krishna 
Chandra Ihnja Charitra, published at D’Rozario’s for eight annas. The 
false taste, with which the educated Hindus some years ago disregard^ 
the cultivation of their own mother-tongue, is passing away : and it is 
therefore important that they should not select, as their models f jr 
.style, those authors, whose aim seems to be to exhibit their own attain- 
ments and learning, rather than to dilluso knowledge and informa- 
tion in a language level to the capacity of the commonalty. 

The East has been the land, ^^here the excellent practico of incul- 
cating truth through the pleasing guise of fiction first took its rise. 
The Redeemer of the world did not disdain to resort to this medium, 
when ho selected parables as his mode of conveying instruction. The 
fables of Pilpay are of Indian growth , and the Hindu mind, wliile it is 
exceedingly attached to motajihysical and abstract trutli, is yet at the 
same time passionately fond of fictitious narrative. We are glad tbere- 
foro to see advantage taken of this characteristic of the Hindus by the 
publication of such works as the Arabian Nights in Bengali. Eour- 
teeii years ago, a translation was made of Rassclas by Raja Kali 
Krishna, a reprint of which at a low price would perhaps, prove useful 
In Bancijya’s Encyclopedia, the and ^aralatdr have 
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been published ; and a new translation of the Betdl Panchavingsati 
in very excejfont Bengali has been recently issued under the patronage 
of Fort \^.iam College. 

The 1|^ Dr. Adam Clark, one of the first Biblical commentators 
of the states in his Autobiography, that whatever, he has done in 
illustrating scripture criticism, has owed its foundation to the taste he 
first acquired for Oriental research, by the perusal of the Arabian 
Nights m his youthful days. It is true, caution is required in 
placing works of fiction in the hands of the young, as we see in 
the mischief done in the present day by the swarms of demoralizing 
novels, which are furnished by the London and Parisian Press. 
But we regard the Arabian Nights in a different point of view. 
Like the Vikrama Charitra, they illustrate national manners and 
customs ; while many a lesson may be learned from the various 
curious and new scones, into which they introduce the reader. 

The price of this work is one rupee, which is rather too high. 
We would recommend our native friends, when publishing Bengali 
books, to take an old motto as theirs also ; — small profits and qiikk 
returns.” 


II . — The London Vharmacopaia, translated into Bengali hy 
Modusudtfn Guptu, Superintendant and Lecturer of the Mi- 
litary Class of the Medical CollegCy Calcutta. Bishop's Col- 
lege Press, 1840. 

We hail this book as an instalment of bolter things : as preparing 
the machinery for a secondary class in the Bengali language in con- 
nection with the Medical College. Thirty years ago, Felix Carey 
published a ^^ork on Anatomy in Bengali, designed as a text-book for 
students ; and subsequently Dr. Breton laboured indefatigably in 
i^uing, under the authority of Government, a scries of lithographed 
pamphlets in the Vernacular languages on the common diseases of the 
country. There is now lying before us a treatise of his in Bengali on 
the cholera morbus. 

These books are valuable, but they require a teacher to explain 
various parts : and wo suppose it is the design of the authorities of 
the Medical College, in issuing this Bengali Pharmacopieia, to form a 
Vernacular Department there. The distinguished and most unex- 
pected success of the secondary class in the College, which is taught 
altogether through the medium of the Urdu language, fully warrants 
Government in establishing one on a similar plan to be taught in 
Bengali. It is unnecessary to dwell upon tho advantages that would 
result from diffusing a knowledge of European medical treatment 
throughout the extent of this country. Dr. Wise’s Commentary on 
Hindu medicine shews how little the village-doctors know of ordinary 
diseases; and yet the lives of twenty-five millions of people, who speak 
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the Bengali language only, are at their mercy. The students, taught in 
tlio Medical College through the English medium are^o few to act 
on the masses ; the state of the country calls for a clas^^ men who, 
after receiving instruction for a year or two through thc^^own lan- 
guage in the Medical College, would settle down near tht^different 
Thannah Stations, and be content with the receipt of an income of 
twenty or thirty rupees a month. A ryot with his wife and two 
children seldom earns more than five rupees a month, out of which 
he has to defray every expcnce. 

The entire expenses, connected with the instmetion of this class in 
the Medical College, need not exceed the sum now allowed as the 
salary of tho Principal of ono of the Government Colleges. We mako 
this suggestion, hoping that the benetits conferred by tho College on 
the upper class of natives may be extended to the middle and lower 
classes, who, in every country, suffer the most from the want of proper 
medical aid. We have ourselves witnessed many harrowing cases of 
natives killed outright, solely through tho barbarous treatment of tho 
Kobiraj, or village-doctor, who knows far less about curing diseases 
than an English farrier does ; and yet this Eastern type of Dr. Sangrado 
ie(piire8 a fee of one rupee in many cases from poor fellows, who earn 
only four rupees a month ! There are already, in Bengali, treatises 
on Chemistry and Anatomy : and this Pharmacopacia is the precursor 
of w’orks which will, we hope, he shortly added to the list. Dr. Bache- 
lor of Orissa, is preparing a Medical Guide Book in Bengali : — 
tliesc are materials for commencing. Several years ago, the sub- 
ject was brought by some of the Professors of the Medical College* 
before the authorities : but hitherto noihmg has been done. The 
statement, on the title page of this Bengali Pharmacopieia, “printed 
by order of Government,^' is, we trust, an indication, that as text- 
books in the Bengali language are being provided by the Govern- 
ment, so teachers to explain and comment on these books may be 
speedily appointed. 

This Pharmacopana contains 214 pages octavo, and is well got mi. 
U will bo sold at the cost price, for about ono rupee four annas?as 
the design of Government is to give it an extensive circulation. The 
translation is well executed : but we have a few remarks to make on 
a subject, which is of great philological importance at tho present 
moment. While the translator has, we think, acted very properly in 
borrowing certain names of drugs, &c., from tlic Latin or English, 
w’hcre there were no terms in use for them in tho native languages; 
still we think, in various cases, he might have formed many words 
through the copia verhomm, which tho Sanskrit supplies him. Eour- 
fifths of the languages of India derive all their technical, as w'ell as 
theological, terms from the Sanskrit; and even in tho 'ramul and 
Canarese, which are languages not of Sanskrit origin, all the philo- 
sophical terms are from the Sanskrit. Thus technical, os well as 
religious, terms maybec6me common throughout India to 150 millions 
of people ; taken from the Sanskrit, they arc more euphonious and 
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better imderstpod, than those borrowed from a European tongue 
Michaelis h^shewn the immense advantage that popular education 
in Gcrma|F* has derived from the scientific nomenclature being 
formed b^ompounding German words — as the name thus expresses 
the natuT^ of the thing, even to the mind of a peasant ; whereas, by 
borrowing words from a foreign language, the terms are significant in 
themselves only to the learned. What the English have done, ought 
to be no rule to Oriental translators ; for the English language, as 
Carlyle’s writings shew, is badly adapted for employing compound 
terms ; whereas the Bengali and Hindi languages, like the German, 
admit of compounds to any extent. We fully admit that when an 
idea is altogether new, it is sometimes better to transfer the word, 
in such cases aaoxy^/en, hydrogen ; but this wo believe is carried much 
farther than is necessary, and sometimes by natives through a love of 
sesquipedalia verba, or an affectation of appearing wiser than their 
neighbours by the use of foreign terms ; thus for instance while some 
would use rail-road, which is unintelligible to a villager — others wisely 
employ the term Loha rasta, the iron road, which conveys a meaning 
intelligible to every man and boy ; so with steamer, as contrasted witli 
haspya jahaj, (the vapour ship). We trust that this book is a token 
that eificicnt measures will bo ere long taken in the Medical College 
to diJluse a knowledge of medicine among the populous villages m 
Bengal by a class of practitioners, men of simple Imbits and content 
with small fees. 


III. — Wanderinrja in the Jalanch of Interview (Andaman) 
Little and Great Coco. Gy J. //. (Juiyley. Maulmain 
1850 . 

« 

The man of genius and observation will make a betler book out 
ol'-a morning’s walk, than the common-place traveller after the tour 
of Europe. Half an hour’s run into an unexplored country may 
furnish more of novelty and interest, tlian a six months’ march 
along a beaten and crowded road. A pamphlet of forty pages may 
contain more of truth, usefulness, ajid entertainment, than a work in 
three volumes folio. This thin brochure by Mr. (Quigley, describ- 
ing his wanderings in these small savage islands of the Bay, miyht 
then bo a book without which, as the literary puffs have it, no libra- 
ry can bo complete. We say it might be this ; but wo are sorry we 
must not say that it is this. It contains, indeed, no small amount of 
information touching a group of islands, wliosc position and circum- 
stances lend then a peculiar interest, especially for the Anglo-Indian 
public — islands lying almost at our doors, inviting the atten- 
tions of enterprizo and capital, yet fortified against us by mortal dis- 
ease, and garrisoned by treacherous savages and reputed cannibals. 
But this information is too general in character, and is too sparingly 
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interspersed among the reflections and exhortations, which lorni the 
bulk of the work There is a look of dry foniialitfcnbout it, too, 
that gives one the idea of its having been, in some caf^L cut out of 
other books, and stuck in to servo tho purpose of orig 4 ^ observa- 
tions. Wo do not say that Mr. Quigley has been guilty of ^agiarism, 
or piracy ; but certainly some parts of his pamphlet — tho geological 
and zoological descriptions for instance — impress us with the notion 
of their having been borrowed. Indeed wo fancy wo can distinguisli 
at least two distinct styles of composition ; but we do not mean to 
say that they are not both Mr. Quigley’s. 

One of these styles may be described as “ fine” — or “ superfine” 
if you will. It is such very poetical prose, that tho reader iinds it 
impossible to attach any material, matter-of-fact, idea to the words 
employed. Take a specimen : — 

The surface of the island heaves up into irregular ranges of hill scenery, 
lake a young Hercules playing -with serpents, they catch up little inolehilla 
of sand, and go leaping and brawling till they form themselves into a ravine. 
Then gathering size and strength tliroiigh every curve of their way, they 
turn eastward. As if on purpose to dodge the eye of the traveller, they bend 
in a triangular shape, and come down in a froth soulhw'ard, like a stripling, 
who signalises his majority by a terrible outbreak from parental restraint. 
Then with a graceful sweep, that seems the result of society upon the young fores- 
ter’s impetuosity, they turn their full length into a picturesque valley, and bend- 
ing slightly westward, they gently, and imperceptibly, form on a level with the 
rest of the land. Awhile they loiter, and then catching to their strong embrace 
a forming hill, they, with new dignity, that soon swells into majesty, take their 
course southward to lose themselves among the rocks lining that side of the 
island, and running into the sea. 

Is not the description of Chaos hy Mr. John Milton <]uito as 
intelligible, as ISIr. J. II. (^uigb'y s sketch of liiteiMew Island in tho 
Andaman group ? 

The Andaman Islands, as Mr. Quigley 8a3'S inhi.s preface, “ have 
never been e.\]jlored, and consequently never propcily described.” 
The late Dr Heifer lias given the fulic.st account of th('ir.„;>yet 
published; and Mr. Quigley, appreciating the labours of liis j)i-e- 
cursor, has contributed further information collected duni:g»lii,s 
circumscribed “ wamhu’ings” near the shores of one of the grouj). 
Here is a general description of tlio Andaman range, as viewed 
fiom the sea, and through the medium of memoiy and imagi- 
nation : — 

Leaving Cliff Island, we sailed onwards with a pleasant breeze, which 
brought the wliole Andaman range before us. Such a scene of enchantment, 

“ too bright and fair almost for remembrance,” burst upon our view. (Likat, 
Middlk and Little Andamans comprise a groat extent of eounlry they 
extend from the 10th to the 14th degree north lalitiule, and from OS' 00’ to 
94^ 31' east longitude ; and, according to the late Dr. Heifer, they teem witli the 
precious metals, are covered with dense forests, expanded lakes, broad rivers, 
and mighty mountains, and all in a state of primeval simplicity, undefaced by 
the axe of civilized man, and tenanted by roving hordes of savages and miiner- 
ous wild animals. Whicliever side jou turn, you have every where a profusion 
of interest in tho natural scenery ; it is a wiblernoss, that retains somewhat of 
that fresh beauty, which fancy attributes to the world before liie flood. How 
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will that mortal feel, and what will be his sensations, who is permitted, in the 
mercy and goo<^‘8s of Providence, to be the first to explore its mountains and 
streams — to b^^ld its scenery— to investigate its geological character— and, 
finally, by hi^arvey, to develop its natural advantages, all still unknown to the 
civilized wgK but yet certain to become, at no distant date, of vast importance 
to a new p^ple ? The Islands lie bounded bv the sea, with all their features new 
and untoucned, as they fell from the hand of the Creator I Certainly an island 
more favourable for colonization, I think, cannot be found in the Indian Archi- 
pelago. 

We have already given our author’s general and poetical de- 
scription of Interview Island ; and we now make room for a longer, 
more particular, and more matter-of-fact account of its soil, climato 
and productions : — 

The natural productions of the island are the Lancewood tree (^Apocy- 
nacccB)^ wood oil tree (^Dipterocarpus)^ a species of Ebony ( Diospyrus), Moun- 
tain Jack trees (^Artocarpus Echinata)^ the Cocoanut, Mango, Pumpkins 
(^Culumba pepo), and a variety of other trees. There are several species of 
timber trees capable of being used in ship-building, while there are others 
exceedingly well adapted for posts, beams, &c. There is enough of wood for all 
purposes of utility, and adorning the country, — just as much as even a painter 
could wish. 

The soil towards the N. W. is apparently a mixture of decomposed slate 
and clay ; the slate gradually disappearing, on approaching the hill running in 
the centre.* Vegetation is abundant over all the slate formation. From the 
regularity of the direction of the strata, the valleys arc numerous, and much 
alluvial soil is washed down, which, blending with fallen leaves, and other 
putrescent substances, produces a good superficial soil, in which trees grow 
to a large size, and the shrubs and smaller plants become particularly luxuriant 
and productive. The trees, the chief of which are the ever-green beech 
( Fatjus betuloidcH) are generally rotten at the heart, a circumstance which 
may be attributed to the coldness of the schistose subsoil, upon which the trees 
are rooted, as well as to the perpetual moisture of the climate. 

The extreme western portion of the island is composed of a succession of 
stratified rocks, — a difference at once distinguishable by the form and nature 
of the ranges, and the direction of the shores ; the hills are irregularly heaped 
together ; the sounds are intricate and tortuous in their course ; and the shores 
arc formed by deep sinuosities, and prominently projecting headlands. The 
chaifc-els also arc studded with innumerable islands and rocks, extremely dan- 
gerous to navigation. In this position the rock is for the most part granite and 
gret^stone : and it is a remarkable fact, that, where the greenstone formation ter- 
minates, there the islands cease to appear. The deconaposition of granite and the 
other primitive rocks, which are found there, forms but a poor unproductive 
soil : so that, although the land is thickly covered with shrubs, they are all small 
and stunted. The torrents of water also, that pour down the sides of the hill, as 
appears from the hollowed forms by the water courses, wash away the partial 
accumulations of soil, that are occasionally deposited ; consequently few trees 
are to be found, excepting in clefts and recesses of the rocks, where decomposed 
vegetable matter collects and nourishes their growth. The hollows are sur- 
rounded by a line of “ yarra*' gum trees, or white hark eucalyptus, which seem- 
ed at a distance to contain lakes ; but instead of water, I found only blocks of 
vesicular trap, consisting apparently of granular felspar ; and horn-bleud rock 
also appeared in the banks enclosing them. 

The soil south of the island is, generally speaking, a rich loam^ one, with 

• Here 1 came across Chlorilic slate, or a soft rock, slate clay containing magnesia — 
a specimen of which tlie apprentice, who followed me, left on the wrecked timbers of 
the Emily ; but it was washed away by the night’s tide. 1 had no opportunity to 
obtain another supply. 
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fine vegetable mould in some places. It is very productive,-— a fact evidenced 
by the luxuriant growth of the forest tr^s in this quarter^nd the perfect 
success, which attended my cultivation of the date, pumpkin, a^&orange trees. 

In proceeding to the southern point of the island from the lakXy a pathway 
leading all along its bank, I branched off to the west leading^lrough thick 
underwood. Here and there I observed, the soil was faced with tiX of a harsh 
character, growing ;so thick and close as to form large tufts, o^r which I 
walked as on hard ground. I struggled through several thickets of stunted 
beech trees, with a thick jungle of berberis underneath, whose strong and sharp 
thorns penetrated my skin at every step. 

The tem^rature of the island I should consider low, but the climate mild. 
As illustrative of this latter, I may mention the comparative warmth of the 
sea near Its surface, when the sea was covered with a cloud of steam. And, 
besides, the parrots and the humming birds, generally the inhabitants of warm 
regions, are very numerous on the western side — the former feeding upon the 
seeds of a species of bark, and the latter chirping and sipping the sweets of 
flowers in the coldest mornings. 

Ihe mammalia of the island, as far as I could ascertain it, comprise the 
Tiger, Leopard, a species of white monkey, wild cat, wild dogs, a species of 
black pig with short legs, and several kinds of squirrels — one, a large black 
squirrel with yellow breast and belly ; another, a small striped squirrel. 

There are a great diversity of birds. The bulbul, parrots of a large kind, 
parroqueets, a small parrot with a red-rump, a black minah with a yellow 
headband, minahs also of a large kind, the red-headed woodpeckers, honey- 
suckers, a large brown hawk, wild fowl, ground doves, large green pigeons, 
teals, plovers and curlews, king crow, tailor bird, cranes, white heron, a white- 
headed fish-hawk, crow pheasants, red breast, black birds, and thrushes. 

I have seen several species of snake very common in all countries, and two 
sorts of lizards, and guana of a small kind. Sea tortoise, shell’d and common- 
turtle visit the sandy beach every night to deposit their eggs. 

The sea affords a variety of fish ; and the shores supply shell-fish, prawns, 
crabs, oysters, cockles, muscles, &c. 

Tho native men are described as of middle height, muscular, 
very dark, with features and hair closely allied to tlie African. Tho 
women, Mr. Quigley ungallantly characterizes as “ tho most ill- 
favoured creatures” he ever saw, and declares that he should cer- 
tainly prefer never seeing them again, lest his ideas of female beau- 
ty should undergo a change unfavourable to tho " tranquillity oAus 
future life.” Tlie garb of both sexes is that of perfect innocence— 
that which our lirst parents wore before their fall. 

The intercourse of these people with tho crew of the schooner Sea 
Serpent, wliich took Mr. Quigley to their shores, “ was of the most 
friendly character, and was latterly approaching to familiarity.” 
Tlie visitors had hopes of being able to “ establish a permanent 
friendly footing with them but tlieir plans were unhappily frus- 
trated; — how, or why, we do not discover in the narrative. Mr, 
Quigley evidently regards tho natives of these islands in a rnoro 
favourable view’ than that, in which general report has represented 
them ; and his experience justifies his doing so. Tho charge of 
cannibalkm, so commonly brought against them, ho, on insuflicient 
evidence, wc tliink, positively declares utterly groundless. 

Mr. Quigley presses upon the British Government the propriety 
of occupying the Andamans, or one of the larger islands, as a naval 
and railitury station. The advantage of establishing a seUleracnt 



'XxiV 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 


of civilized people on islands so situated as these are, and of turning 
to account tbMr stores and resources, is so obvious, that we may 
assume tha^ffhas only been foregone for what were deemed good and 
sufficient jMons. Our Government once had a settlement on the 
Great AiJaman, first at Port Chatham, and afterwards at Port 
Cornwallis : but it was eventually withdrawn because of the extreme 
insalubrity of the island. At one time also, much was said of tho 
intention of the Danes to take possession of these islands j but they 
appear to have abandoned tho idea, if it was ever entertained. The 
French too, as fond of colonising as they are unfit to be colonists, 
might have been expected to cast a longing eye on the Andamans, 
occupying so commanding a position for a naval and military sta- 
tion, had they not seen some obstacle to their occupation, stronger 
than the fact of their having no right of possession. 

But Mr. Quigley thinks that, if the islands were cleared, they 
would cease to be so insalubrious; and on this point he is probably 
right. The difficulty, in the inevitable cost of life and money in effect- 
ing this clearance, is, however, a serious impediment. The employ- 
ment of convicts in tho work, as recommended by Mr. Quigley, would 
entail an additional punishment on these unfortunates, which we 
doubt the legal right of tho Government, or the moral right of tho 
Courts, to inflict. 

The Cocos Islands, Great and Little, as described by our “wan- 
derer,” seem rather moro inviting to settlers than the Andamans. 
The sBialler isle, situated about nine leagues N. N. W. of tho Great 
Andaman, and being about two and a half miles long by three quar- 
ters of a mile broad, is thus sketched by Mr. Quigley, in a moro 
simple and intelligiblo style than that adopted by him with tho 
Andamans : — 

The aspect of the island exhibits a cracefully waving surface, swelling 
and sinking with an easy slope and a full rounded outline, equally avoiding 
the .^meaning horizontal surface, and the interruption of abrupt or angular 
elevations. It is that surface which might be expressed as rolling^ resembling 
the ^avy swell of the ocean around it, when its waves are subsiding to rest 
afte^bc agitation of a storm. It is elevated in the centre, so that in advancing 
into it from either side, you see before you only the plain, with its curved outline 
marked upon the sky, and forming the horizon^ but on reaching the highest 
point you look around upon the whole of the scene. 

Much of the island consists chiefly of alluvial soil, exceedingly rich, in 
some parts of the island : the nature of the soil is not favourable to plants which 
take a deep root, and therefore shrubs and grasses are found ; the former are 
thinly scattered over the brows of the hill side, but the grasses are abundant, 
and although of a harsh and dry appearance, most nourishing, for they form 
the chosen food of numerous and large guanas. 

Of tho Great Coco he says : — 

“ The surface of the country present inequalities quite inconsiderable, for 
they appear like beautifully connected hills. It may be said to be hill and 
plain : — all around the sea shore it presents a hilly appearance, while within 
It presents a plain. The soil in the plains is generally a rich black mould, 
and that of the hills consists of decomposed lava, of a deep chocolate 
color j both descriptions of soil being exceedingly fertile, and suited to the 
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growth of all descriptions of European and tropical grain and fruits. On 
the N. £. side, forming the boundary of a tank of good water, 200 feet long by 
50 wide, the grass around is so rich, that a single acre of grouii%ia its natural 
state, is capable of maintaining a pair of cattle, without artiflcl^food of any 
kind, all the year round. A species of long grass also grows southern 

bank of this tank, affording shelter to a large flock of teals. Varib^ portions 
of the island are also covered with this long grass.’* ^ 

This island is six miles in length, and two in breadth. The natur- 
al productions, animal and vegetable, of this group are not very 
dissimilar to those of the Andamans. The islands are uninhabited 
except at a certain season of the year, when they are visited by tho 
Burmese to collect the products of tho cocoanut tree, &c. Mr. 
Quigley, when discoursing on the resources of tho islands which bo 
visited, reminds us of tho Glasgow man, who wound up his glowing 
description of a valley in Switzerland, with the emphatic declaration, 
that “ it was clearly intended by Providence for the sito of bleach- 
ing and Turkey red dyo \vork8!” Being a Maulmaiii man, ho na- 
turally has an eye to the timber: and, among other allusions to this 
article, he says, in describing the Great Coco, “ a species of timber 
for spars, to enable a ship to proceed on her voyage, is indigenous to 
the island, and may be cut conveniently.” 

Our author earnestly exhorts tho members of tho East Indian 
community in general, and tho East Indian Agricultural Associa- 
tion” of Madras in particular, to avail themselves of the advantages, 
which these islands offer for “ the establishment of their nationality 
as a class of people.” lie supports his exhortation by references to 
the case of tho Israelites, who became a nation in spite of tho op- 
pressions of Egypt ; of tho United Kingdom, which can spare its 
millions of people for colonizing all tho ends of tho earth ; and of 
the continent of America peopled by European immigrants. It is 
very evident to us, how'cver, that tho time has not yet como for tho 
establishment of East Indian nationality, in tho way suggested by 
Mr. Quigley. We do not expect a child to run, before it can stwd 
alone ; nor do we believe that the members of tho East Indian C(^- 
munity, who, with few exceptions, are brought up to rely on tho 
vernment offices for support, arc in a fit condition to bravo tho hard- 
ships and tho toils of emigration to uncleared, uninhabited islands, 
where their maintenance must bo won by manual labour from tho 
bosom of the soil. Were it othorxNise, however, the result of a recent 
attempt at a settlement on the Groat Coco, which cost the lives of 
seven out of eleven settlers — three of whom were Europeans — would 
be a caution to the East Indians against trying to “establish their 
nationality” on a couple of pestilent islands, with a total area of about 
a dozen square miles. 
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IV. — An Iny^iiigaiion of the Rate of Mortality amongst cer- 
tain Assi(ix^d lives in India ; with new tables of Annuities, 
Assurcf! e9, dc. for single lives. By C. Scotton Francis. 
Calcu^.a. fV, Thacker and Co. 1850. 

By some, the remark may be deemed deficient in originality — but 
no fear of the suspicion of plagiarism shall deter us from making it — 
that British India is a very strange country, and its inhabitants a 
somewhat singular people. Why, here in Calcutta we have five 
daily English newspapers, besides publications, filled with adver- 
tisements, and circulated gratuitously, equal in amount to three 
or four more ; and all this in a town whose English-reading inha- 
bitants would not make the population of a third-rate market town 
in England, Another peculiarity, as we believe, of our Anglo-Indian 
Society, is the extent to which Life Assurance is carried amongst us. 
We wish we could persuade ourselves that this is due to the prevalence 
of prudence and provident habits amongst us ; but we fear it is 
in some degree quite the contrary. On this subject, we shall have to 
say a few words, ere we have done with the present notice. 

The work before us is one that we regard with special favour. It 
is designed to substitute certainty for uncertainty, as the basis of a 
series of most important transactions, and to make the assurance of 
lives in India rest upon the result of experience, instead of hap-hazard. 
It is surprising to what an extent this hap-hazard system of assur- 
ance has been carried by some of our Home offices, in undertaking 
risks on lives exposed to the trial of an Indian climate. We have been 
told that the practice in some of the English offices is, when grant- 
ing policies on Indian lives, coolly to add to the premium three per 
cent, on the amount of the policy, and this without respect to the 
age of the person effecting the assurance. For example, supposing 
of 30 years of age would pay in Europe £1-16 for an assurance of 
jeruO on his life, the same man on coming to India will be charged 
£^1 5 ; or, supposing that a man of 50 pays £3 at home, he will have 
to pay £6 here The English offices that have branches in India, 
and the offices that have been established in India itself, have of 
course Indian rates ; but we have always been of opinion that, consi- 
dering all things, the rates are considerably too high. In fact we 
have an idea, that the higher rate of interest obtainable here, might 
almost make amends for the higher rate of mortality ; and wo are, 
to a certain extent, confirmed in this idea, by the very large bonuses 
that the offices distribute amongst those who assure on the mutual 
principle, or with participation of profits. 

Some years ago, we noticed a pamphlet by Mr. W. J. B. Woolhouse, 
on the rate of mortality among the officers of the Indian Army, and 
ex|.-wssed our belief that the mortality was estimated too high, and 
consequently the expectancy or average duration of life too low. This 
we imputed to the fact, that Mr. Woolhouse takes cognizance of 
officers only so long as their names remain in the Army List ; con- 
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feequently> while the proportion of deaths at the several ages to the 
Rrhole number living at those ages may be all correct, 11^ expectancy 
If. life is deprived of the benefit that it would derive the great 
Ige, to which many officers unquestionably attain after retire- 
ment from the army. Mr. Francis finds the exp^anemof life at 
fall ages still lower than that ascertained by Mr. Woolhouse ; but wo 
[believe the reason is similar, the objection taken against the experi- 
ence afforded by the Army List being applicable, in still greater degree, 
fto that afforded by the Assurance Office registers. Were this not so, 
we should be obliged to believe that the climate of Bengal is far more 
unhealthy than we can persuade ourselves that it is. Mr. Francis 
gives the expectancy of life about two years less, on an average of all 
ages than Mr. Woolhouse does. But this is not all. About 5,600 
out of 9,641, or nearly three-fifth of the lives taken account of 
by Mr. Francis, are those of military officers, and consequently 
are part of the lives taken account of by Mr. Woolhouse. If there- 
fore we allow for them the favourable average of Mr. Woolhouse, we 
must conclude that the average is reduced by the 3,941 civil lives, so 
that the expectancy of such lives must be very little short of five 
years* less than that of military lives on an average of all ages. 
This conclusion is far too improbable to be admitted. 

We cannot therefore go along with Mr. Francis in the following 
reasoning : “ The result of this investigation seems to establish the 
fact, that the mortality is higher among mixed assured lives in India 
than it is among the officers of the Bengal Military Service, accord- 
ing to Mr. Woolhouse’s computations. May not this be accounted for 
by the fact before alluded to, that tlio officers of the army havo the 
opportunity of proceeding to a more favourable climate, when their 
health is impaired, and the option of re-visiting their native country 
on furlough for some years after a certain period of service in India? 
These are advantages from which a very large porportion of those 
who are assured in the Calcutta offices are debarred; and they,>ire 
no doubt such as more than counterbalance the supposed deterioration 
of life by exposure in marches, &c., and the casualties of warr^ to 
which military men are subject.” 

We are not disposed to estimate very highly the casualties of war, 
at least among the officers of our army ; nor do we think that the 
fatigue and exposure of a march are more trying to most constitutions 
than sedentary employments ; and if the results were merely equal 
for military and civil lives, we should not be surprized, or startled. 
But when we have to account for a difference of expectation of life 
to the amount of four years on all ages, wo cannot admit the possibi- 
lity of accounting for it in this way. And especially is the difficulty 
enhanced, when wc take into consideration that, while a large propor- 

• As thus ; 0,541 men enjoy 19,082 years less of life on Mr. Francis’s shewing 
than on Mr. Woolhouse's. But of these, 5,600, being the same persons in both 
cases, cannot eiyoT less life in the one case than the other, consequently the whole 
deficit is to be dirided among the 3,941, which gives all hut 5 years to each. 
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tion of those assured do not enjoy the privileges stated, ar considerable 
proportion must be officers id the Company’s Civil Service, who have 
quite as advantages of the kind in question, as their military 

brethren; a* * that a considerable number more must be mercantile 
men, whor Sn g|ls:where they like, without the formality of a medical 
committed, and who do, in point of fact, frequently “ make a run 
home,” for commercial and sanatory purposes in combination. 

We think then it is unquestionable that the main cause of the 
very small expectation of life exhibited by the tables before us is to 
be sought for in the very short duration of the time during whicli 
the lives come within the author’s cognizance. The average duration 
of the policies in the Oriental is only 3.8, and in the Laudable 
7.9, years. 

The fact just stated appears to us to be very suggestive, with 
respect to the purposes for whicli assurances arc generally cfl’ectcJ 
in India. The original, and the most valuable, object of life assur- 
ance, is the making of a provision for a family in the eicnt of the 
death of its “ bread-winner.” Now if this were the purpose to wliich 
it is mainly applied here, the policies would be generally kept up 
till the deaths of the assured, and would therefore give a much longer 
average duration in the course of thirty- three years, which is tliL? 
period over which the experience of the Assurance Ollices extend. 
It seems certain then, that a very large proportion of the assurances 
in India are clTccted fora temporary purpose, \iz., to afibrd security 
for debts contracted ; and this is what we meant, when wo stated 
before, that tlio number of assurances is not a measure of the pru- 
dence and forethought, but too often rather of the extras agaijce, of 
our community. 

We regard Mr. Francis as having laid the community under a con- 
fiiderable obligation by the present publication. So fur as his data 
went, he has done his work in an unexceptionable manner. Wo sliould 
alsanotico the singularly neat “ getting up ” of the work. It is indeed 
the nest executed work, that has over issued from an Indian Press. 

.. 

V. — The Anglo-Hindustaiu llajui-Booh ; or, Stranger fi Svtf‘ 
Interjyreter, and Guide to Colloquial amt genet al Intercourse 
with the Natives of India . — With a Map of India, and 
five illustrations. Calcutta. Thacker and Co. 1800. 

We regret that the late period at which we received this work, 
precludes the possibility of our noticing it as its importance and meiits 
entitle it to be noticed. We therefore confine oumclves at piescnt 
to announcing its publication, and recommending it to all iie\Y- 
comers. In our next issue wc hope to mete out to it a less niggardly 
share of justice. 
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